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Winter market
to be held Saturday

The Sartell Winter Market will
be held from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6 and Feb. 3 at Sartell
City Hall, 125 Pinecone Road.
Some of the many items you will
find include the following: eggs,
beef, chicken, vegetables from
storage, canned goods, baked
treats, breads and many craft
items. Come show your support
for your local farmers’ market.
All items are grown, produced or
crafted locally.

K of C breakfast
set for Sunday

A special Knights of Columbus breakfast partnering with the
Sisters of St. Benedict will be
held from 8:30 a.m.-noon Sunday, Jan. 7 at Heritage Hall in
the Church of St. Joseph, 12
W. Minnesota St., St. Joseph.
Proceeds will go directly to help
support Colegio San Benito, a
Kindergarten-ninth-grade school
administered by the Sisters of St.
Benedict monastery in Humacao,
Puerto Rico, the area hit hardest
from the devastating hurricane.
This monastery was founded by
the Benedictine Sisters in St. Joseph. Also learn about the people
you’ll be helping. Masses are at 8
and 10 a.m.

Senior Connection hosts
therapy animals Jan. 9

The Sartell Senior Connection
will host CentraCare’s therapy
animals and volunteers at 2 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 9 in the Sartell
Community Center Senior Center,
850 19th St. S., Sartell. Marlene
Dingman and Paulette Levasseur
will share the benefits of interaction of the therapy animals
(dogs) with patients, staff and
family members; what it takes to
become certified with a therapy
animal; and what they’ve experienced with their own therapy
dogs. Their furry therapists will
accompany them for their visit.

by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

The holidays can be a very stressful time for people who lose their
jobs, are diagnosed with a medical illness or receive unexpected
bills, but residents in St. Joseph are
spreading good cheer by donating
and helping others in need.
Kennedy Community School
Principal Laurie Putnam said she is
thankful for the generosity of others
at the school. Some of those good
deeds include donations to help
clear lunch-account balances for students whose parents are behind in
paying up the accounts. Teacher
Kelly Haeg’s father, Thomas Backes
of Backes Construction Co., donated
$1,000 to pay off lunch accounts and
to provide funds to each classroom
teacher for snacks, school supplies
or winter clothing for students in

need. An anonymous donor also donated $100 to clear lunch accounts.
Other good deeds included the
following:
The Sisters of the Order of St.
Benedict donated $400 for greatest
need.
Central Minnesota Credit Union
and Mission Nutrition each sponsored a Kennedy family for the holidays.
An anonymous donor through
the St. Joseph Police Department
sponsored three Kennedy families
for the holidays.
An anonymous local business
sponsored a Kennedy family for the
holidays.
The Granite City Rotary donated
hats and mittens.
Kennedy staff raised $350 to support Kennedy families for the holidays.
Celebrate • page 3

For additional criers, visit www.thenewsleaders.com and click on Criers.

All Saints Academy students: (front row, left to right)
fourth-grader Will Velline and first-grader Zach Schaefer and
(back row) third-graders James Hanuska, Mason Bill and
Scott Stephens, and first-grader Quinton Blenker sing in the
school’s performance of Christmas on Gloria Street Dec. 14 at
the College of St. Benedict’s Escher Auditorium. For complete
story see page 3.

2017 Year in Review – Part 1

Filled with growth, changes for St. Joseph
by Vicki Ikeogu
news@thenewsleaders.com

It’s been a year of transitions for both the people and
the city of St. Joseph. With the
installation of a new prioress
at the monastery and the retirement of a long-time cook
at Kennedy Community School
to the merger of Collegeville
Community Credit Union with
Central Minnesota Credit Union
and the groundbreaking of the
Lake Wobegon Trail expansion,
the year 2017 has been one of
change and growth for the city

of just more than 6,700 people.
As we make another trip
around the sun, here’s a look
back at some of the interesting
and memorable events occurring
in St. Joseph during 2017. The
following are just some of the
highlights of the year as culled
from the 50 issues of the St.
Joseph Newsleader during the
past year.

January

The new year kicked off with
a new honor for one of the
sisters in the local Order of St.
Benedict. Sister Michaela He-

Become an advocate
for sexual-assault victims

The Central Minnesota Sexual
Assault Center seeks volunteers
to attend its upcoming volunteer
advocate training. Advocates are
required by the state of Minnesota
to complete a 40-hour training
(our training is 45 hours) which
qualifies them to provide support
counseling, crisis intervention,
and advocacy for survivors of sexual violence and their friends and
family on CMSAC’s 24-hour phone
line, at local law-enforcement centers and at area hospitals. Contact
Central Minnesota Sexual Assault
Center at 320-251-4357 or visit
www.cmsac.org.

contributed photo

dican was selected as one of
the Our Sunday Visitor Newsweekly’s Catholics of the Year
2016. Hedican, along with St.
Cloud Diocesan Bishop Donald
J. Kettler, was recognized by the
national publication in particular for her work with the Somali
community after the September
2016 attack at Crossroads Center
mall in St. Cloud. The incident,
in which a Somali man was
accused of stabbing 10 people,
brought nationwide attention to
central Minnesota. “When the
stabbing took place, we got a
call the Somalis were going to

Pastor Thul receives
warm welcome at RLC
by Darren Diekmann
news@thenewsleader.com

photo by Darren Diekmann

Pastor Jennifer Thul and her husband Daryl moving into their
new house in St. Cloud. Here they will be centrally located
between St. Joseph and Santiago where Daryl, himself a pastor, will soon begin ministering at South Santiago Lutheran
Church. The Thuls have four children: Caleb, a ninth-grader;
Oliver who attends Minnesota State-Mankato; Andreas who
lives in Redwood Falls with his wife; and Hannalora, who lives
in Marshall with her husband and three children.

be interviewed at a news conference, and I was there just to
support them,” Hedican told the
Newsleader.
The St. Joseph City Council reaffirmed its commitment
to financially supporting the
3.3-mile extension of the Lake
Wobegon Trail from St. Joseph
to Waite Park. At its Jan. 9 meeting, the council agreed to contribute $200,000 to help cover
part of the funding shortfall for
the $823,802 project. Additional
funding would be contributed by
Waite Park, St. Cloud and SteaYIR • page 4

On. Dec. 16 at Resurrection Lutheran Church in St. Joseph, the
new full-time pastor, Jennifer Thul,
introduced herself formally to the
congregation. It was a day for which
both the congregation and Thul
have been praying for a long time.
The welcoming response by the
congregation was another affirmation to Thul that she had found a
church that was a good fit. She said
she and the church share the same
belief in the church’s role in the
community and the larger world.

www.thenewsleaders.com

She is excited to begin her new
role at Resurrection – helping people grow and develop, both young
and old, and teaching a love of
learning, especially with youth.
Getting Pastor Thul and Resurrection Church together was a long
stretch for both parties.
The call process, as it is known
in the church, isn’t seen so much
as a hiring, Thul explained, but as
a lengthy process involving several
meetings with much prayer and
trust.
“It is sitting together and having
conversations about shared gifts
Pastor • back page
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Obituary
Gerald L. “Jerry”
Johnson, 85
St. Joseph
April 30, 1932-Dec. 25, 2017

Gerald L. “Jerry”
Johnson, 85, of St.
Joseph, died Dec.
25, 2017 at the St.
Cloud Hospital.
His funeral was
held Jan. 3 at St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church, St.
Joseph. The Rev. Jerome Tupa,
OSB, officiated. Burial was in
the parish cemetery.
Jerry was born on April 30,
1932 in Blue Grass, Minnesota
to George and Esther (Mietzel) Johnson. He graduated from
Wadena High School in 1949.
In 1954, he married Theresa
Wrede. While living in Wadena,
Johnson was an accomplished
baseball umpire, even being offered a minor league umpiring
contract, which he declined. He
and his family moved to St. Joseph in 1964. Johnson worked
as a route salesman for vari-

ous companies, eventually retiring in 1995 as an independent distributor for Little Debbie
Snacks. He was a volunteer firefighter for the Wadena and St.
Joseph fire departments, retiring
after 32 years of service and a
member of the Teamsters for 20
years. He enjoyed golfing, hunting, bowling, playing cards and
spending time with his children
and grandchildren.
Survivors include the following: his wife of 63 years;
children, Debra (Steve) Herlofsky, Julie (John) Taufen, Gary
(Mary) Johnson and Diane
(Kevin) McGrew; grandchildren, Adam (Courtney) Schneider, Ryan Schneider, Eric (Bonnie) Schneider, Nicole (Aaron)
Blackmore and Tasha Herlofsky;
brother, Ronald (Jean) Johnson;
nieces, nephews, relatives and
friends.
He was preceded in death by
his parents and granddaughter,
Lindsey Johnson.
In lieu of flowers, memorials
are preferred.
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AUTO BODY REPAIR
Auto Body 2000

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
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Drs. Styles, Cotton & Milbert
1514 E. Minnesota St.
St. Joseph • 320-363-7729
Laser Dentistry
26 2nd Ave. NW
St. Joseph • 320-363-4468
ELECTRICAL
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Remodeling • General Services
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Saturday 5 p.m.
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TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.
Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999
www.brennytransportation.com

St. Joseph Catholic Church
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www.churchstjoseph.org
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Stearns County earns grant to form sex-trafficking task force
The Stearns County Attorney’s
Office in partnership with the
Stearns County Sheriff’s Office,
the St. Cloud and Waite Park police departments and the Central
Minnesota Sexual Assault Center
was recently awarded a $313,000
grant from the Minnesota Office
of Justice Programs to form the
Central Minnesota Sex Trafficking Investigative Task Force.
The task force will coordinate with state and federal agencies to investigate and prosecute
sex traffickers and provide services and support for adults and
children being exploited in Stearns County and across central
Minnesota. On Dec. 19, the Stearns County Board of Commissioners approved re-allocation of
allotted dollars to support a crime
analyst to complete the team assigned full-time to combat this
public safety problem.
Waite Park Police Chief Dave
Bentrud told the Stearns County
Board when investigators started digging into the problem of
trafficking, they found it extended beyond the metro area into
smaller communities. “It ties
to gangs, violent offenders and
drugs,” he said. “We felt trying to
figure out a way to allocate more
investigative resources to the
problem made sense.”

WANTED TO RENT

An older woman needs one
room in a clean house. No cats
(allergy). Need walkable access
to CSB library. Experience with
elder care. Call 208-841-5648

Stearns County Attorney
Janelle Kendall added trafficker
prosecutions have been successful in part because of the County
Attorney’s Office expertise in
prosecuting domestic violence,
echoing that trafficking prosecutions involve not only domestic
and sexual violence, but often
drug use and sales and other
related property crimes to ensure
profitability for the career criminals involved.
Partner agencies include not
only Waite Park and St. Cloud
Police as well as the Stearns
County Sheriff and County Attorney, but also the Central Minnesota Sexual Assault Center, the
Safe Harbor Regional Navigator,
Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid, Terebinth Refuge, Catholic Charities, Lutheran Social Services,
Stearns County Human Services
homeless outreach, child protection and gateway support divisions, the Salvation Army, Anna
Marie’s Alliance, the Children’s
Response Initiative, CentraCare’s
Child Advocacy Center, and representatives from the Stearns
County Board of Commissioners and numerous Congressional
and state legislative offices. State
Rep. Tama Theis, State Sen. Jerry Relph, and State Rep. Tim
Miller all played important roles
in acquiring this state funding.
Rep. Tom Emmer and Sens. Klobuchar and Franken have been
kept advised of the developing
needs as well. The task force
would not be possible without
the financial support of the part-

St. Joseph Lions Club Annual

‘CHICKEN & HAM’ DINNER
Friday, Jan. 19 from 4:30-7:30 p.m.
$10
Sal’s Bar & Grill
109 W. Minnesota St., St. Joseph

per p
late

Children under 10 are $5 at the door

235 E. Cedar St. • St. Joseph, MN • 320-557-0555
360 Railroad Ave. Ste. 2 • Albany, MN • 320-845-8888

ner agencies who jointly recognize sex trafficking is a clear and
present danger that significantly
affects the public safety of Central Minnesota.
Since 2010, investigations
across Stearns County have
demonstrated the trafficking of
women and children in Central
Minnesota is a significant public-safety issue. The St. Cloud
area, sitting at the intersection of
I-94 and Highway 23, is a natural
crossroads for both sex traffickers and sex buyers, creating the
highest demand outside the Twin
Cities metro area. Individual and
later coordinated efforts by law
enforcement in Waite Park and
St. Cloud involved numerous
buyer stings and prosecution of
several traffickers, demonstrating the significant supply and demand for purchased sex that could
not be adequately addressed with
a part-time or ad hoc approach.
In 2016, the partner agencies
collaborated to better coordinate
both investigations and victim
services and to address the need
for full-time dedicated resources to attack the problem. From
this collaboration, the need for
resources was clearly identified,
leading to the grant application
and county board request.
The Task Force will utilize
two full time investigators, one
each in the Waite Park and St.
Cloud police departments, plus
a portion of a full-time detective
in the Stearns County Sheriff’s
Office to concentrate exclusively
on reducing both the supply and
demand for purchased sex. Investigators will coordinate with
other state and federal agencies
to share information and to conduct joint investigations. Such
cooperation is necessary as traffickers remain mobile to avoid
detection and seek greater profit.
Investigators will be aided by
the crime analyst in the Stearns County Attorney’s Office to
provide technical assistance to
law enforcement including forensic analysis and collection of
electronic evidence including social media.
Questions may be directed to:
Janelle Kendall, Stearns County
Attorney at 320-656-3880; Dave
Bentrud, Waite Park Chief of Police at 320-251-3281; Don Gudmundson, Stearns County Sheriff, at 320-259-3700; and Blair
Anderson, St. Cloud Chief of
Police, at 320-345-3201.
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Celebrate
from front page
The St. Joseph Jaycees donated $250, and the Kennedy Parent Teacher Association donated
$1,200. Many of these funds will be
used for a program called IXL which
supports students in reading and
mathematics achievement.
Putnam said they use their lists
to determine needs. Those lists include names of families receiving
free/reduced lunch; and families
who approach the school with
unique needs, such as a health
crisis and more, that are impacting
their financial/home situation.
The school’s free/reduced lunch
percentage has increased to 37 percent from 30 percent last year.
“On behalf of our students and
staff, I extend our deepest gratitude
for the generosity of our St. Joseph
community,” Putnam said. “ One of
the things that makes our school so
special is the high level of involvement and care given to us by our
surrounding community. I’ve heard
from many of the families who’ve
received support (during) the holiday season, and they feel tremendously grateful. Thanks to the
kindness of many in our school and
broader community, we can ensure more students have the food,
clothing and supplies they need to
have a healthy and happy holiday
season.”
Kennedy seventh- and eighthgrade students who are part of “WE
Act” collected toys for the local Toys
for Tots drive. WE Act is an organization that believes adolescents are
capable of changing the world.
Students and staff at All Saints
Academy recently collected donations and filled shoe boxes for Place
of Hope Ministries in St. Cloud, an
organization that helps homeless
people in the area. The shoeboxes
were filled with games, snack items,
school supplies, hats and gloves
and other items for children who
are ages infant to teenager.
The St. Joseph Y2K Lions recently donated $1,000 to the St.
Joseph Community Food Shelf. The
donation will be matched through
the Norman C. Skaliky Foundation,
which matched every dollar donated up to an amount of $100,000 by
Jan. 1, to three area food shelves
– the St. Joseph Community Food
Shelf, Catholic Charities and St.
Cloud Salvation Army.
“We try to support local ventures such as the food shelf,” said
St. Joseph Y2K Lions President Kay
Lemke.
Y2K Lions member Julie Gravgaard is now a co-coordinator at
the St. Joseph Area Food Shelf. The
group also donated $1,682 to the
food shelf in June.
The group recently donated $250
each to the St. Joseph Catholic Parish, Resurrection Lutheran Church
and Anna Marie’s Alliance for its
greatest needs, as well as $300
to the Poor Claire’s Monastery for
heating, $200 to the St. Joseph
Senior Citizens, $200 to CentraCare Foundation’s “Angel on Earth”
Hospice Program, $100 to the All
Saints Academy workathon and

St. Joseph Newsleader • www.thenewsleaders.com
$500 to Catholic Charities for clothing needs.
The St. Joseph Lions recently
donated $40,000 to the city for the
Millstream Park shelter building.
They also raised $1,200 for the
Juvenile Diabetic Research Foundation.
“I am happy to have two successful years of the Juvenile Diabetic Research Foundation fundraiser,”
said Lions member Matt Killam.
“I know the donations go to a
great place. They help new diabetics through their tough journey and
make large strides in research for
the cure.”
The Lions also plan to donate
$500 to Kennedy Community
School for a Biotical Tower Garden
to be put in the school. The school
will use the garden to grow plants
indoors, and students will be able
to observe the process of growth of
seeds to maturity.
“The Tower Garden will be a
great educational resource for Kennedy for years to come,” Killam
said. “I am happy the Lions and
Kennedy were able to work together
on this project.”
Sentry Bank placed a Giving Tree
in the bank lobby Thanksgiving
weekend. The St. Joseph Jaycees
filled it with paper ornaments that
contained mention of an item of
need by a local family. Examples
of requests included Legos for a
9-year-old boy, a doll for a 4-yearold girl and more.
Residents selected tags, purchased the item of need and returned it to the bank. The Jaycees
wrapped the gifts and organized
them for families to pick up. If any
tags still remained on the tree by a
set date, the Jaycees took responsibility of those and completed the
purchases.
“This is a great showing of community generosity and the spirit of
Christmas,” said Jaycees member
Jen Warnert.
She added it’s because of Sentry Bank’s involvement and the
Jaycees’ donation funds that come
from its charitable gambling at the
American Burger Bar and meat raffles at the LaPlayette that the club
is able to participate in this event.
The club relies on assistance
from other area members to help
identify families who would benefit
from the event.
Central Minnesota Credit Union
staff in St. Joseph donated cash to
the local Toys for Tots program to
help fund the remaining gifts needed for local families.
Many helping hands helped prepare and serve the Thanksgiving
meal held at the Church of St.
Joseph Heritage Hall Nov. 19 and
the Christmas Dinner Dec. 16 at
Resurrection Lutheran Church and
Son Rise Lutheran Church of Avon.
Church of St. Joseph parishioners provided gifts of clothing
through a Giving Tree for 37 families (130 people). The clothing was
distributed to the families along
with a food basket from the St. Joseph Community Food Shelf.
Roger and Marjorie Henkemeyer and others helped organize a
Christmas Treasures sale in November. Donated Christmas items were
sold to raise money for the church’s

Organ Restoration Fund. An artsand-crafts sale held Dec. 1 included
a bake sale of donated items from
parishioners that also raised funds
for the organ restoration. The Faith
Formation program also sponsored
a bake sale.
Church of St. Joseph business
manager Sandra Scholz said Dec.
21 was a wonderful area event with
the tree lighting at Bello Cucina’s
and visits with Santa Claus because
of the generous partnership of people involved. Sentry Bank donated
treat bags given out by Santa, Kay’s
Kitchen donated cookies and beverages, Central Minnesota Credit
Union provided a craft project for
children, the St. Joseph Catholic
Church opened Heritage Hall to
vendors, All Saints Academy sold a
turkey sandwich and “sunny roll”
meal, organist David Orzechowski
provided some piano music, four
students from the College of St.
Benedict’s sustainability program
volunteered and more.
Those are just some of the many
good deeds that residents of the St.
Joseph area participated in during
the holiday season. There were
many more, often by anonymous
donors, which also helped brighten
the lives of people in need.
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photo by Cori Hilsgen

Parishioners (left to right) Dan Thielmann; David Orzechowski; CeCe Weldon, daughter of Nancy and Derik Weldon; Anita
Fischer; and Oliver Price, son of Adam and Loni Price, perform
Dec. 1 at Heritage Hall to raise funds for the Church of St. Joseph Catholic Church’s organ restoration.

ASA students perform
Christmas on Gloria Street
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

All Saints Academy students
shared their acting and vocal talents as they performed
the school’s annual Christmas
program, Christmas on Gloria
Street, Dec. 14 at the College
of St. Benedict’s Escher Auditorium.
The story of Christmas on
Gloria Street involves Gloria and
her family moving to California
from Vermont and finding their
new town had lost interest in
celebrating Christmas, thanks
in part to Mayor Molly Hollywooder. Gloria plans to bring
some genuine Christmas cheer

to the area while the mayor and
her assistant, Seymour Cash,
plot to veto Gloria’s plans.
Musical songs in the performance included “Mary Had a
Baby,” “Go Tell It on the Mountain,” “Will Christmas Still Be
Christmas?,” “Christmas Makeover,” “Christmas is the Same
Old Story,” “Glory to the King,”
“One True Meaning,” “Silent
Night” and “Christmas will be
Christmas.”
Mary Schumann, All Saints
Academy music specialist and
director, said the students at the
school are hard-working and
talented children.
“They bring the true message

of Christmas by sharing their
joy and love of Jesus through
story and song,” Schumann
said. “I am blessed to work
with all of them and realize that
even more during this miraculous season when a tiny baby
brought so much hope to all.”
“The students do an excellent job singing and acting,”
said All Saints Academy Principal Karl Terhaar. “Our program
really puts me in the Christmas
mode.”
All Saints Academy’s 152
students performed the show
for a full audience of about 300
people.
See photo on front page.

In Business

CMBA donates to 17 area high school technology programs
Central Minnesota Builders Association has seen an amplified
level of interest by technology instructors to participate in Tools for
Schools, an educational project developed in 2004 by the CMBA to
increase the skills of students and
promote the benefits of working in
the building industry as a career.
This year 17 area schools including Sartell, Sauk Rapids, Cathedral, St. Cloud’s Apollo and
Tech, Albany, ALC McKinley,
Becker, Eden Valley-Watkins, Foley, Kimball, Little Falls, Melrose,
Princeton, Rocori, Swanville, and
Upsala submitted requests indicting their schools were underfunded
and could use some more tools for
the interested students. The schools
were presented $18,000 at a recent
CMBA meeting, giving the passionate and grateful instructor’s a
platform to share their trials and
successes in each program with

CMBA members. They told stories
of students learning building trade
skills and showed appreciation
for the chance to teach with more
and safer tools. In addition to the
presentation of donation checks, a
Tool Drive was held to fill a shortage of simple tools. Donations of
tools and money will be matched
in 2017 up to $20,000 thanks to
a newly formed CMBA Tools for
Schools Presidents Foundation.
CMBA members support this
program in a big way and invite
the public to do the same. The
Tools for Schools program supports
teaching basic skills in the technology fields, from construction to car
care and electronics to robotics.
It provides resources to instructors who strive to ensure enough
safe tools for growing class sizes,
trips to Minnesota manufacturing
businesses and funds to send the
most skilled students to SkillsUSA

competitions.
The ultimate goal for CMBA
is to help address the building industry’s labor shortages, by having
contributed more than $92,000 to
area high schools during the past
14 years.
If you would like to support
your local schools by make a tax
deductible donation go to cmbaonline.org/careers-education/toolsschools/
CMBA is a non-profit professional association, with over 75,000
employees in the member companies representing all phases of
the building industry. The CMBA
strives to improve the Central Minnesota community and grow its
membership base by promoting the
association to the public, educating
the community about building industry best practices, and advocating for the building industry at the
local, state and national level.
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from front page

rns County.
An anonymous donor donated $10 million to the College
of St. Benedict to create and
support a new Center for Ethical
Leadership in Action. This was
the largest donation in the colJoin Us
lege’s history.
for
Worship!
It was a bittersweet end for
YEARS SERVING
Kennedy Community School
320-363-7100
THE
cook/manager Maxine Pogatsh104 Chapel Lane, St. Joseph, MN 56374-0220
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nik. After 39 years in the St.
Cloud School District – 30 of
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which were spent in St. Joseph
INSURANCE CO.
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career serving hot meals to hun13 W. Minnesota St. • St. Joseph, MN 56374
YEARS IN
gry elementary school kids. Over
PHONE: 320-363-4144
A Local Member-Owned Company Serving Farms and Homes Since 1885
BUSINESS
the course of her tenure, it’s estimated Pogatshnik helped whip
up more than 3.9 million meals.
A New York-based financial
Member FDIC
research firm named St. Joseph
as the safest city to live in 2016.
www.mysentrybank.com
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The city had the lowest rate of
BUSINESS
St. Joseph • St. Cloud West • St. Cloud Downtown • St. Stephen
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1500 Elm St. E.
St. Joseph, MN125 Minnesota cities surveyed.
St. Joseph city staff finished
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24 inside a time capsule, which has
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the walls of the new government
center. The location is marked
by a new dedication plaque.
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SINCE 1938
ST. STEPHEN, MN 56375

320-251-1202

Now
Hiring

Drivers &
Assistants!

Scherer Trucking
P.O. Box 178
St. Joseph
(320) 363-8846

www.scherertrucking.com

St. Joseph Rod & Gun Club
Box 374,
St. Joseph, MN 56374
320-363-8803
www.stjoerodandgunclub.org

SARTELL-ST. STEPHEN
SCHOOL DISTRICT 748

Since July 1, 1966
212 3rd Ave. N, Sartell • 320-656-3701
www.sartell.k12.mn.us

Drs. Styles, Cotton
& Milbert
Doctors of Dentistry
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St. Joseph resident Ann Buckvold and her daughter Harriet
attended the Women’s March
at the state capitol in St. Paul.
The Women’s March, which had
an estimated 100,000 people in
attendance, was done to draw
attention and support for women’s rights, education and health
care.
The Estates Bed & Breakfast
development project gets underway as owners and business
partners Joe Prostrollo and Cory
Ehlert work to transform their
rental property at 29 Minnesota
St. E. into a bed-and-breakfast.
The $125,000 renovation project would outfit each room to
be handicapped-accessible and
have its own bathroom.
The St. Joseph Area Chamber
of Commerce announced a vacancy after current administrator
Jeny Meyer resigned. Chamber
President Bob Ringstrom has
hopes of announcing a replacement in early February.
The man who confessed to
murdering Jacob Wetterling was
transferred to a federal prison
in Massachusetts. Danny Heinrich was sentenced in November
2016 after being found guilty of
possessing child pornography. In
return for leading investigators
to Wetterling’s body, Heinrich
was not charged in Wetterling’s
murder.
The new government center
was dedicated at an open house
Feb. 6. The ceremony included
a flag-raising by members of the
American Legion Post 328 of St.
Joseph and a ribbon-cutting by
St. Joseph Mayor Rick Schultz.
“Today, this government center,
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Jamie Phillipp of St. Joseph assists her daughter, Ella, 3, in
drilling a screw into her birdhouse as her little one insists, “I
got this!” at the St. Joseph Rod and Gun Club’s annual birdhouse building event held March 20 at the American Legion
in St. Joseph.
which grew out of a spirit of
collaboration, will be a visible
and tangible expression of our
community’s shared concept for
improved local and regional services,” Schultz told the Newsleader.
Students at All Saints Academy celebrated Catholic Schools
Week in style. In addition to fun
days like Wacky Day and Spirit
Day, students had the chance to
work with Rockhouse Productions to record songs, participate
in science lessons by Minneapolis-based Bakken Museum and
visit with author Patrick Mader.
St. Joseph resident Duane
Scepaniak survived a scary situation on Big Swan Lake near
Grey Eagle. On Jan. 27, Scepaniak and his friend David
Walz were going ice fishing. On
their way back to shore, the ice
surrounding Scepaniak’s truck
started to break apart. The men
escaped through the windows of
the truck.
St. Joseph teenager Makayla
Keehr was the first patient to
undergo adolescent idiopathic
scoliosis corrective surgery at
St. Cloud Hospital. Keehr was
treated by St. Cloud Orthopedics
spinal surgeon Dr. Trevor McIver. The surgery corrected Keehr’s
55-percent spinal curvature and
increased her height from 4-foot
11-inches to 5-foot 1-inch.
St. John’s Prep School debuts
the Nydeen sisters on the basketball court. Taylor, a senior;
Reid, a sophomore; and Jayden,
a seventh-grader; all played on
the girls varsity basketball team.
“It’s nice to be part of major moments in each other’s basketball
careers. I am glad to be able to
encourage my sisters like other
people encourage me,” Taylor
Nydeen told the Newsleader.

March

Sister Susan Rudolph will
succeed Sister Michaela Hedican
as the spiritual leader of the Order of St. Benedict in St. Joseph.
“I don’t know if I would contrast
too much of our styles,” Rudolph told the Newsleader of her
predecessor Hedican. “I just see
great continuity, and I love our
community and I love Michaela.
She has been a great leader and
mentor for me.” Rudolph will
be installed June 4 as the 17th

prioress.
Kennedy Community School’s
honor choir took center stage at
the 16th annual Night of the
Stars variety show to support
the St. Cloud School District’s
Local Education and Activities
Foundation program. Students
performed The Orchestra Song,
a traditional Austrian folk song
in German.
Students at All Saints Academy got a surprise visit from a
snow plow. Employees of the
Stearns County Highway Department brought a snow plow
to school to teach kids about
snow-plow safety. The students
also had the chance to honk the
horn and climb inside the cab of
the plow.
Chris Hensel, owner of St.
Joseph-based Dovetail Kitchen
Designs and Sauk Rapids’ Anthony Steinemann of ADS Designs, helped develop a new
display for the annual Central
Minnesota Builders Associations’ Home Show. The ‘Forever
House’ showcases the latest in
home technology and design.
The nearly functional house display was built for the Home
Show in about 24 hours inside
the River’s Edge Convention
Center in St. Cloud.
St. Joseph police were able to
purchase an automated external
defibrillator, thanks to donations
from the community. “Now every squad car I have is equipped
with the same (kind of) defibrillator,” St. Joseph Police Chief
Joel Klein told the Newsleader.
St. Joseph resident and Apollo High School graduate Peter
Hamerlinck is working toward
developing an alumni association for his alma mater. The
alumni association would serve
as a means to keep past students
connected to their childhood
community and provide them
with opportunities to give back
to the area.
Catholic Charities Children’s
Home has stopped providing
mental health residential treatment services. “This decision is
intended to increase the focus on
community-based mental-health
services,” said Catholic Charities
Executive Director Steve Pareja
in a media release.
St. Joseph residents were
allowed a sneak peek of the
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planned community center.
While exact amenities have not
been decided, residents have determined the center should include space for kids and seniors
along with an indoor track and a
possible place for the St. Joseph
Food Shelf.
Daniel Coborn of locally
owned Coborn’s Inc. fame died
at the age of 86. Coborn, who
ran the company from the early
1960s until the late 1990s, oversaw a lot of the grocery store
chain’s growth throughout central Minnesota.
St. Joseph residents were
asked to give their opinions on
the future direction of the city.
As the city works to update its
comprehensive plan, staff members encouraged the public to
provide feedback and suggestions for the city.

April

St. Joseph resident Dan Rassier filed a lawsuit against Stearns
County, Stearns County Sheriff
John Sanner and others involved
in the investigation of the Jacob
Wetterling disappearance. Rassier, along with his mother Rita,
filed the lawsuit in federal court.
They are asking for $2 million in
damages.
Collegeville Community Credit Union announced its intent to
merge with Central Minnesota
Credit Union of Melrose. Under
the agreement, the two credit
unions would become one entity
and operate under the CMCU
name.
Collaborative efforts are
emerging between the Central Minnesota Catholic Worker group, Kennedy Community School and others to help
distribute food for elementary
school students in need. The
Colt Action Packs program is
designed to stuff backpacks with
enough food stuff to help get
hungry kids through the weekend. This program is modeled
after the ROCORI Action Packs
program.
A new Kwik Trip has been
given the go-ahead. The St.
Joseph Planning Commission
moved to send forth its acceptance recommendation to the
city council. The location of the
newest Kwik Trip would be on
the corner of CR 75 and 20th
Avenue SE/CR 134.
Members of the YMCA Gators
swim team were recognized for
their accomplishments. The Gators club swimmers compete in
two main seasons and practice
at either the St. Cloud Area Family YMCA or Foley High School.
Members of the local team include Kennedy Community
School student Emily Hammond
of St. Cloud and All Saints Academy students Mary and Gabriella Morris of St. Cloud.
Riff City Guitar and Music Co.
continues its strong presence in
St. Joseph. The business, which
opened in November 2012, announced its intent to open a new
location in New Hope. Owner
Joe Leach said Riff City employee and Minneapolis musician

Leslie Rich will run the new
location.
St. Joseph Y2K Lions has decided to help fund the St. Joseph
Fire Department’s CPR classes.
The fire department lost its funding to continue operating its
annual classes. Members of the
Y2K Lions decided to step in.
The CPR course, which is free
to attend, provides instruction
on how to use an automated external defibrillator and help with
choking incidents.
All Saints Academy has joined
other area Catholic schools to
form the Catholic Community Schools organization. CCS’s
goals are to bring all area Catholic schools together under the
guidance of one organization
to help collectively strengthen
the schools in financial management, academics and spirituality.

May

About 30 St. Joseph residents participated in an event
to provide feedback about the
proposed community center.
Concerns were brought up by
many attendees over the cost
and where city staff were in the
planning process. St. Joseph City
Administrator Judy Weyrens said
the cost to complete the community center could range between
$8-$12 million depending on the
different services provided.
Astronaut Col. Robert “Bob”
Springer hosted a talk about his
journey into space at the Gorecki Center on the campus of the
College of St. Benedict. Springer
participated in two space missions, one in 1989 and another
in 1990.
Students from both the St.
Joseph and St. Cloud All Saints
Academy gathered together to
perform The Lion King, Jr. The
musical is an off-shoot of the
Broadway production The Lion
King that has been adapted for
middle- school students to perform.
Current owner of Little Saints
Academy Amy Bonfig has plans
to open Lillian Leonard Primary, a year-round tuition-based
private school that will provide
students with a continuation of
learning styles developed at Little Saints Academy for students
who might not make the age
requirement to enter kindergarten. “We’ve had the desire to
continue educating children past
preschool for some time,” Bonfig
told the Newsleader.
St. Joseph resident and former Minnesota Twins player Al

Newman spoke about his life
and baseball career for a leadership conference hosted by the
Sartell Chamber of Commerce.
The City of St. Joseph has
dedicated part of its soon-to-be
constructed community center
to the legacy of Jacob Wetterling. The community center
would take about a year to build
and would have three gymnasiums, a few game rooms and an
activity area. “We can think of
no better way to honor him and
all that he stood for,” said Jerry
Wetterling, Jacob’s father, in a
previous Newsleader story.
Bad Habit Brewery hosted a
fundraiser to help develop a
dog park inside Millstream Park.
The dog park had already been
approved by the city council, but
funds totaling around $15,000
were needed to build fencing.
The St. Joseph Park Board has
contributed $10,000 to the project.
Mushroom farmer Kevin
Doyle has spent decades growing and distributing all sorts of
edible mushrooms from his St.
Joseph business, Forest Mushrooms Inc. On average, his farm
produces 2,500 pounds of oyster
mushrooms and 600 pounds of
shiitake mushrooms per week.
Emerging writers and authors
had the chance to learn tips and
tricks on writing and illustrating
from professionals at the 13th
annual Young Authors Young
Artists conference at the College
of St. Benedict. About 1,400
students from around the area
participated in this three-day
workshop.
The new St. Cloud Area
Family YMCA opens. The
106,000-square-foot facility has
three gyms, a lazy river, a water
slide and a two-story rock-climbing wall. The $23.3-million facility was built in partnership with
the City of St. Cloud, CentraCare Foundation and the Coborn
Family Foundation.

June

Military men and women
were honored at a Memorial Day
ceremony at the Old Cemetery in
St. Joseph. Following a Catholic
Mass at the Church of St. Joseph, members of the American
Legion Post 328 led a procession
into the cemetery. The names of
more than 350 deceased veterans were read.
Construction plans for the
3.3-mile extension of the Lake
Wobegon Trail are expected to
start this fall. Permits and easeYIR • page 7
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2017

36
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BUSINESS

33

YEARS IN
BUSINESS

YEARS IN
BUSINESS

28

YEARS IN
BUSINESS

Waste & Recycling Services

320-252-9608 • republicservices.com

P.O. Box 324 • 32 1st Ave. N.W. • St. Joseph, MN • 320-363-7741

TMT Integrity Flooring LLC
• Installation
• Sand & Finish
• Restoration

320-363-7926
www.floorguy.net

22

For all your trucking transportation
needs U.S., Canada & WORLDWIDE!

Now inter viewing for OTR Drivers!

Phone: 320-363-6999

YEARS IN
BUSINESS

8505 Ridgewood Road - St. Joseph, MN
www.brennytransportation.com

22

YEARS IN
BUSINESS

16

320-363-1116
St. Joseph

(Behind Coborn’s
in Industrial Park)

YEARS IN
BUSINESS

16

YEARS IN
BUSINESS

2395 Troop Drive, #101
Sartell
320-252-6191

www.lawsonfamilydental.com

15

YEARS IN
BUSINESS

14

YEARS IN
BUSINESS

YEARS IN
BUSINESS

Mayor Rick Schultz prepares to cut the ribbon with the help of
Central Minnesota Council Boy Scouts of America at the Feb.
6 open house for the new St. Joseph Government Center at 75
E. Callaway St.

GM DRILLING

8914 Ridgewood Court
St. Joseph
320-363-7453
www.gmdrilling.com

29

10
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5

6

YEARS IN
BUSINESS

Deborah A. Krump
An independent agent

1407 33rd St. S., Ste. 109
St. Cloud
320-217-6040 (main)
320-267-8138 (cell)
www.aflac.com

2180 Troop Drive
Sartell
320-258-3915
www.PineConeVisionCenter.com

151 19th Street S.
Sartell
320-229-2222
www.sartellkids.com

151 19th Street S. Ste. B Sartell
320 229-2233
www.welchdentalcare.com
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Our View

We must all join fight
against sex-trafficking
Sex-trafficking is such a vile, disgusting, vicious
crime it is difficult to fathom – difficult to imagine so
many “ordinary” folks could possibly do such a crime,
and those “ordinary” folks are not only pimps but the
“johns” (mainly married men) who pay for sex, often
with under-aged girls or boys.
Very often, sex-trafficking and drug-trafficking are
inseparably connected, which makes the sickening
crime even more insidious.
An extraordinary series of exposé stories by the St.
Cloud Times last year proved just how extensive the
crime is right here in central Minnesota and the St.
Cloud area. We can no longer pretend sex-trafficking is
a big-city crime; it’s right here, right under our noses.
Sex-trafficking has become rampant in the area, and
many of the pimps are not hard-bitten thugs from
metro areas but “ordinary” men (and some women)
from just about every city and small town in the threecounty area.
But the fight against it has begun. Law-enforcement
departments, attorneys, social agencies and others
have been networking for at least 18 months to find
ways to combat the crime. But there was a lack of
funds.
Thanks to a $313,000 grant from the Minnesota Office of Justice Programs, a new local task force can be
formed. It’s called the Central Minnesota Sex-Trafficking Investigative Task Force.
Participants include police departments, sheriff
departments, a sexual-assault center and the Stearns
County Attorney’s Office. The task force will now have
full-time sex-trafficking investigators in the St. Cloud
and Waite Park police departments. There will also
be a full-time officer and a part-time detective on the
task force. The force will also network with state and
national efforts, which is so important because sextraffickers and their victims are constantly on the move
to escape detection.
In addition, the task force will connect with many
excellent organizations that are trying to put sex-traffickers out of business, off of the streets, while helping
restore their victims to a sense of self-worth, health
and new direction. Such organizations include women
safe-shelters, churches, legal-aid agencies, Catholic
Charities and Terebinth Refuge.
Stearns County Attorney Janelle Kendall deserves
our thanks and the highest praise for working tirelessly
on ways to stop sex-trafficking, along with those who
network with her.
We are happy about the task force, the new funding. But there is also a place for all of us in this crucial
battle. As is the case with terrorist activity, if “you see
something, say something.” Some of the sex-trafficking
trysts take place in apartment buildings, hotels, motels,
cars in parking lots and in homes of neighborhoods. A
sure sign something may be awry is unfamiliar people
going into and out of places, sometimes staying for
short times, then leaving. That is sometimes also a
sign of drug sales going on, and – not to forget – where
there are drugs, there is often sex-trafficking and vice
versa.
Sex-trafficking is like a cancerous rot on our entire
society. We must all learn about it, learn how it cripples
its victims emotionally and physically, and learn the
ways we can all help to stop it, to arrest and prosecute
offenders and to help restore its victims back to confidence and health.

The ideas expressed in the letters to the editor and of the
guest columnists do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Newsleaders.
Letters to the editor may be sent to news@thenewsleaders.
com or P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, MN 56374. Deadline is noon
Monday. Please include your full name for publication (and address and phone number for verification only.) Letters must be
350 words or less. We reserve the right to edit for space.
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Opinion
Tax plan contains sugar-coated poisons
When they concocted the tax bill,
Republicans were wearing rose-tinted
glasses in dimly-lit, locked rooms in
Washington, D.C. (aka “The Swamp.”)
Should we be celebrating this “legislative triumph?”
Whoa! Not so fast.
We don’t even know if the deal will
improve anything except for more money circulating in the rarified world of
the already-rich, the politicians’ “donor
class” for which the bill was primarily
crafted.
First off, there were good reasons for
tax reform such as tax-code simplifications and, yes, even a decrease in corporate rates. But with gaping loopholes
left intact, how dare they call it “reform”
when such loopholes and shell-game
chicanery remain intact for giant corporations that pay little or nothing in taxes
already?
They insist the plan is fair for one and
all. Here’s their theory: Giving huge tax
breaks to corporations, millionaires and
billionaires will benefit all Americans
because that extra money in the hands
of the wealthy will trickle down to the
rest of us in the form of new and better
jobs and boosted wages. Besides “trickle
down,” it’s also known as the “rising-tide-lifts-all-boats” theory. It hasn’t
worked before; many a boat has sunk.
Will it work this time? Best put on your
flotation jackets.
Another starry-eyed presumption is
the tax cuts will spur economic growth
by 3 to 5 percent of Gross Domestic Product, and that, they claim, will eventually
kick off an increase in average-worker
salaries of about $4,000 annually. That
one’s called the “counting-chickens-before-they-hatch” theory.
Why haven’t corporations with re-

Dennis
Dalman
Editor
cord profits already invested in major
job-creation? Will even more money
convince them to invest in Main Street
rather than just Wall Street? Will some
new American-style noblesse oblige take
hold?
Most companies, with good reason,
will not expand until there is an increased demand for goods and services.
That is why it would have made good
sense to give the lion’s share of the
breaks to blue-collar workers, middleclass workers and to small-to-medium
businesses that have long created nearly
two-thirds of the jobs in the nation.
Most corporations have already said
they will likely use their tax-break windfalls for stock-buybacks in order to increase share prices. More money begets
more money, and Wall Street – not Main
Street – wins again.
But as the order-before-midnight TV
commercials shout, “But wait! There’s
more! Free! Just pay extra shipping and
handling.”
In the fine print of the tax-cut deal
are some things we hoi polloi should not
be celebrating – far from it. Squint hard;
you’ll see them:
• The individual mandate for ObamaCare is rescinded, thus causing big premium increases mainly by those in the
middle class who make too much money
to qualify for federal subsidies.
• It will increase the deficit by at least
$1.4 trillion. That will lead to all kinds
of “solutions,” including state and local

governments having to raise taxes and
fees to make up for shortfalls in federal
aid – everything from education to infrastructure, from health care to worker
safety. Those increased costs to the
lower-income and middle-class people
will more than wipe out any tax breaks
they’ll see in their paychecks. According
to most analyses by economists, workers
will see tax breaks of – at most – anywhere from $1,500 to $2,000 annually.
It won’t take long to “neutralize” those
gains by deficit-induced costs.
• Corporate tax breaks for corporations are permanent; those for individuals will “sunset” in the coming decade.
This package is touted as a big Christmas gift to all Americans. It’s more like
sugar-coated poison. After the sugarrush wears off, the paycheck gains will
be eroded. But wait! There’s more! The
right-wing ideologues who gave us this
“gift” will start using the astronomical
deficit it causes as the grand excuse to
start slashing Social Security, Medicare,
Medicaid and other social programs.
That slash-and-burn intention, along
with privatization of public programs,
has long been their goal. To do that,
they will have to retain control of the
House and Senate. And that is why their
tax scheme is so sugar-coated – to fool
people into thinking what a swell deal it
is for the little guys’ and gals’ paychecks,
the folks whom they hope will re-elect
them in the 2018 election and beyond.
Probably the biggest lie Trump ever
told, among so many, is when he crowed
this tax-break deal won’t benefit him
whatsoever (“Bull-lieve me! Bull-lieve
me!”) Yeah, right. Sure, anything you
say, Big Santa.
Some Christmas gift. Great big lump
of coal is more like it.

Holiday classics usher in new year
I can’t believe it. Once again we are
in a new year; 365 days have unfortunately gone by so fast. Now is the time
I have to transition to writing 2018 as
the date on papers and documents, even
when I was just getting used to switching to 2017 from 2016. Christmas is over,
to return in another year that might just
go as fast as this one.
As I have discussed before, the holiday season is one of my favorite times
in large part due to the atmosphere of
giving and togetherness it provides. This
is accomplished through decorations,
snow on the ground, music. But there’s
something that also really gets me into
the mood of the season, and that’s holiday movies.
There are certain movies saved only
for Christmas and New Year’s among
my relatives because for our family they
bring a more special significance then. It
all seems so much more relatable when
the weather outside mirrors the television screen, and the characters work to
put up the Christmas tree and make the
most of the season.
As soon as Thanksgiving blows
through, my mother likes to turn the
television over to 25 Days of Christmas
on the Hallmark channels. Although
I find these movies a little sappy, it’s
encouraging there are networks that
devote their time to provide entertainment with a lot of holiday values and
spin on the airways. I’ve seen enough

Connor
Kockler
Guest Writer
cheesy romances to guess the plot a
mile away, and seen many a Scroogelike character turned into a Christmaslover by their caring neighbors, but I
think people keep coming back to these
themes because they say something
about what this time of year is supposed
to be about.
A film that usually gets pulled out
at the family gatherings is National
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation. Despite
its 1980s release, it maintains a lot of
relevancy and odd situations that make
for laughs even in our changed times.
Finding the perfect Christmas tree, dealing with unexpected family situations
and just general shenanigans are a start.
The Griswold family reminds us our
sometimes-stressful holiday experiences
could certainly be getting a lot more out
of hand.
Building into that theme is one of
my personal favorites, Home Alone 2.
Though I am also a fan of the first Home
Alone movie, its sequel catches more
of the Christmas spirit and sees Kevin
McCallister up to his old antics, not just
to torment the idiotic bad guys, but to

protect and help those less fortunate
than himself. Without getting too far
into the plot, a young kid realizes the
true meaning of Christmas, as we all
hope to do as well.
Finally, I will end with a favorite
of my grandmother’s, and a truly classic tale of the holiday spirit. This, of
course, is White Christmas. It has everything you could ask for from a great
Christmas movie – wonderful music,
scenery, romance and one of the most
heart-touching tributes I know in a
movie. After World War II is over, two
soldiers who have made it as successful entertainers find partners and run
into their old commanding officer from
the conflict. The rest is history, and if
you’ve never seen it before, I encourage
you to watch it.
So as we start off the new year, let’s
all be sure to hold the lessons of the
past holiday season with us, start our
New Year’s resolutions off right and
work toward making the world better
one kind act at a time. Whether it’s
with our favorite films, songs or holiday
activities, there are many things that can
remind us of what really is important.
This January, we can use the holidays
and its values to get a good start on the
new year.
Connor Kockler is a Sauk Rapids-Rice
High School student. He enjoys writing,
politics and news, among other interests.
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ments have been secured and
engineering plans have been
finalized. The last obstacle to
overcome is securing the final
approval from the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources and the Minnesota Department of Transportation.
The planned release of documents related to the Jacob Wetterling case have been delayed.
Attorneys for Patty and Jerry
Wetterling have filed a lawsuit to
prohibit the release of the documents, citing privacy issues. The
Wetterlings have until June 30 to
submit the investigative materials they believe are personal and

private that should remain so.
The St. Benedict’s Monastery Whitby Gallery displayed
art works by the Rev. Jerome
Tupa, pastor of the Church of
St. Joseph. The display is titled
Paintings by Jerome Tupa, OSB.
The Killer Vees will perform a
tribute concert to the late Bobby
Vee at this summer’s Joetown
Rocks festival. Bobby Vee passed
away in October (2106) after battling Alzheimer’s disease. Also
slated to perform during the annual festival is All Saints Academy students, the Graduates,
Collective Unconscious and Brat
Pack Radio.
St. Joseph resident Joyce
Stock is seeking volunteers who
have a knack for sewing. Stock
and her sister, Janice Stock,
make and donate dresses and

skirts to children in Haiti. In
2016, the Stock sisters donated
more than 200 dresses and 30
skirts to the island nation.
Sister Susan Rudolph becomes the new prioress of St.
Benedict’s Monastery. Rudolph,
a Sauk Rapids native, was elected by the sisters in February.
She has taken over the prioress
position from Sister Michaela
Hedican.
Patty and Jerry Wetterling
were selected by the St. Joseph
Lions Club to be the grand marshals of the Fourth of July parade. In addition, the St. Joseph
Y2K Lions have selected Kay
and Chuck Kern to be the senior
Queen and King royalty.
Stearns County names Jon
Lentz to the chief-deputy posiYIR • back page

Community Calendar

Is your event listed? Send your
information to: Newsleader Calendar, P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, Minn.
56374; fax it to 320-363-4195; or,
e-mail it to news@thenewsleaders.
com. Most events are listed at no
cost. Those events are typically free
or of minimal charge for people to
attend. Some events, which have paid
advertising in the Newsleaders, are
also listed in the calendar and may
charge more.
Friday, Jan. 5
St. Joseph Area Historical Society, open 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Old City
Hall, 25 First Ave. NW. stjosephhistoricalmn.org.
Sunday, Jan. 7
Breakfast for Puerto Rico, sponsored by Knights of Columbus and
Sisters of St. Benedict, 8:30 a.m.noon, Heritage Hall, Church of St.
Joseph, 12 W. Minnesota St., St
Joseph. All proceeds benefit Colegio
San Benito, which is administered by
the Sisters of St. Benedict monastery
in Puerto Rico, and the hardest-hit
area from the huricane. David, 320271-7225.

WANTED TO BUY
WANTED TO BUY: Basswood logs by
truckload delivered to Dodgeville, WI. Bark intact, harvested in dormancy, delivered FRESH cut.
Pre-arranged purchases only. Call Al Ladd at 608935-2341 ext.333 (MCN)
ALL ZONE
ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards. Choose
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 855-3906047 (Void in IL & IN) (MCN)
AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-0205 (MCN)
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Competitive Offer!
Nationwide FREE Pick Up! Call Now For a Free
Quote! 888-366-5659! (MCN)
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.Receive maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-66800 (MCN)
CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No contract
or commitment. We buy your existing contract up to
$500! 1-855-577-7502 (MCN)
Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet anywhere in the
U.S. Order now and save $100. Plans start at $39.99/
month. Call 1-800-712-9365 (MCN)
Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-DVR.
$50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T Wireless.) Call

Monday, Jan. 8
Lunch and cards, sponsored by
Helping Hands Outreach, noon-3
p.m., Rusty Nail, 4 CR 2 S., St. Stephen. (through February).
St. Joseph City Council, 6 p.m.,
council chambers, St. Joseph City
Hall, 75 Callaway St. E. 320-3637201. cityofstjoseph.com.

#116, St. Cloud. RSVP by Jan. 5
at FEWStCloud.org, Jennifer, 320292-3591.

Tuesday, Jan. 9
St. Joseph Joint Planning
Board, 7 p.m., St. Joseph City Hall,
75 Callaway St. E. 320-363-7201.
cityofstjoseph.com.
National Alliance on Mental
Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Calvary Community Church, 1200 Roosevelt
Road, St. Cloud. 320-259-7101.

St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3
p.m., Old City Hall, 25 First Ave.
NW, St. Joseph.
St. Joseph Senior Citizens, 1:30
p.m., St. Joseph Community Fire
Hall, 323 Fourth Ave. NE.
“State of Minnesota, Part 1: In
Flux,” illustrations by Anne Buckvold, 6 p.m. reception, 7 p.m. artist
talk, Great River Regional Library,
253 N. Fifth Ave. Waite Park. Caron,
320-253-9359.
St. Cloud Area Mothers of Multiples, 7 p.m., VFW Granite Post
428, 9 18th Ave. N., St. Cloud.

Wednesday, Jan. 10
St. Joseph Area Chamber of
Commerce, 11:30 a.m., St. Joseph
Government Center, 75 Callaway St.
E. stjosephchamber.com
Forum for Executive Women,
featuring a presentation by Malissa Adams on “Resiliency: The Key
to Overcoming Adversity,” 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m., Tuscan Center, Midtown Square 3333 W. Division St.
for Other Great Offers! Call 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months HBO,
SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get a $50 Gift
Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)
Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also qualify
to receive $100 VISA gift card when you sign up
today - Limited time Only. CALL NOW! 844-3591203 (MCN)
Stop paying too much for cable, and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn more
about our special offers! (MCN)
TV + INTERNET $29.99 each!That’s under
$60/mo. for TV & high speed internet! We are your
local installers! Offer ends soon! 888-858-0262
(MCN)
DISH Network Satellite Television Service.
Now Over 190 channels for ONLY $49.99/mo!
FREE Installation, FREE Streaming, FREE HD.Add
Internet for $14.95 a month. 1-800-732-9635 (MCN)
SAVE on internet and TV bundles!Order the
best exclusive cable and satellite deals in your area!
If eligible, get up to $300 in Visa Gift Cards. CALL
NOW! 1-800-925-0146 (MCN)
EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help you self-publish your own book. FREE
author submission kit! Limited offer! Why wait?
Call now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)
CLASS A TRUCK DRIVER. North Central
region. Earn up to $70,000. No touch freight. Good
benefits. All mile paid. Nice equipment. 2 years experience needed. Call 507-437-9905. Apply on-line
WWW.MCFGTL.COM
(MCN)

Thursday, Jan. 11
Holiday Tree Collection, all day,
remove all bags, stands and decorations from your Christmas tree and
place them curbside for pick-up.
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CITY OF ST. JOSEPH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED
APPLICATION FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) FUNDING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
that the City Council of St. Joseph, Minnesota will meet in
Council Chambers of the St.
Joseph City Hall, located at
75 Callaway St. E., St. Joseph,
Minnesota 56374, at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2018, thereby dedicating a portion of their
regular monthly meeting to
identify community development and housing needs, including the needs of very-low- and
low- income persons, as well as
other needs of the community
that might be addressed through
the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) program.
The public hearing will include
a review of the proposed CDBG

activities, their benefiting location(s), overall cost and proposed financing, and the implementation schedule. Citizens
will be provided the opportunity
to comment upon the original
Citizen Participation Plan, or to
the activities for which CDBG
funds will be used. Information
and records regarding the proposed use of CDBG funds will
be available at the St. Joseph
City Hall during regular business hours.
Judy Weyrens
City Administrator
Publish: Jan. 5, 2018

LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY/ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION
STATE OF MINNESOTA
Pursuant to Chapter 322C, Min- 354 Fourth Ave. SE, St. Joseph,
nesota Statutes, the undersigned, Minn. 56374.
who is or will be conducting or
transacting a commercial business I certify I am authorized to sign
in the State of Minnesota under a this certificate and I further certify
limited liability company, hereby I understand by signing this certifcertifies:
icate, I am subject to the penalties
of perjury as set forth in Minnesota
1. The limited liability name under Statutes section 609.48 as if I had
which the business is or will be signed this certificate under oath.
conducted is: FBB Venture LLC.
Dated: Dec. 15, 2017
2. The registered office and agents,
if any at that office: 354 Fourth Filed: Dec. 15, 2017
Ave. SE, St. Joseph, Minn. 56374.
/s/ Scott A. Eichers, organizer
3. Duration: Perpetual.
/s/ Renee J. Symanietz, organizer
4. Organizer: Scott A. Eichers, 692
Eagle Drive SW, Melrose, Minn.
56352 abd Renee J. Symanietz,

Publish: Jan. 5 and 12, 2018

Saturday, Jan. 13
Central Minnesota Chapter of
the Federation of the Blind of Minnesota, 12:30 p.m., American Legion, 17 Second Ave. N., Waite Park.
FINANCIAL
Are you in Debt? Get help now with a 30
minute Phone debt analysis. Mon-Fri 9:00 am to
8:00 pm, Sat: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. All eastern time.
1-888-306-0480.(MCN)
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call
888-606-6673 (MCN)
STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and get
finances under control, call: 866-871-1626 (MCN)
Buying a home and need a mortgage?Or, have
a home and want to lower your monthly fees and
refinance? Getting a mortgage is quicker and easier
than ever. Call now! 855-715-4721 (MCN)
HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive a pain
relieving brace at little or no cost. Call now! 844668-4578 (MCN)
Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and International
pharmacy, compare prices and get $25.00 OFF your
first prescription! CALL 888-438-6461 Promo Code
CDC201725 (MCN)
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen One G4
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit:
844-852-7448 (MCN)
Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or Asbestos
Lung Cancer? If so, you and your family may be
entitled to a substantial financial award. We can help
you get cash quick! Call 24/7: 866-924-0504 (MCN)
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to

refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen One G4 is
only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit. Call
844-550-4772 (MCN)
YOU or a loved one have an addiction? Very
private and Confidential Inpatient care. Call NOW
for immediate help! 800-761-9934 (MCN)
HOME IMPROVEMENT
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Systems Inc. Call us for all of your basement needs!
Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE ESTIMATES! Call
1-800-640-8195 (MCN)
Water Damage in your Home? Call now for
a free, fast quote. Insurance approved. Help restore
your piece of mind! 866-865-1875 (MCN)
SAVE THOUSANDS ON SURPRISE COSTLY HOME REPAIRS!! With Nations Home Warranty we pay 100% of covered Home repairs! CALL
FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY!! 888-925-8106
(MCN)
Leaky Faucet? Broken toilet? Call NOW
and get the best deals with your local plumbers. No
hassle appointment setup. Call NOW! 866-865-1875
(MCN)
Got Mold- or think you might have it? Mold
can be hazardous to you and your family’s health!
Get rid of it now! Call our experts and get a quote
today! 855-398-7133(MCN)
Water Damage? Dealing with water damage
requires immediate action. Local professionals that
respond immediately.l Nationwide and 24/7. No
mold calls. Call today! 1-877-417-5824 (MCN)
Call Empire today to schedule a FREE inhome estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!
1-800-213-9527 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our trusted,
local experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-855-811-8392 (MCN)
Moving out of state? Best Interstate Moving
and Storage offers a FREE Quote and A Price Plus
Promise. Call 855-428-6241 Now! (MCN)
Paying too much for car insurance?Not sure?
Want better coverage? Call now for a free quote and
learn more today! 855-417-7382 (MCN)
Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Company out of state move $799 Long Distance
Movers Get Free quote on your Long distance move.
1-800-503-6126 (MCN)
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit. Call 888-572-4944. (MCN)
PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid
operators, just real people like you. Browse greetings, exchange messages and connect live. Try it
free. Call now: 800-357-4970 (MCN)
Wanna flirt and have some fun?Livelinks in
the best chatline for meeting real singles who know
how to have a good time! Call Livelinks and make a
real connection. 866-910-1044 (MCN)
VACATION/TRAVEL
DOES WARM WINTERS SOUND GOOD??
Bring your RV down to the warm Rio Grande Valley.
J-5 RV Park in Mission Tx. will welcome you with a
country setting, friendly people and lots of activities
to keep you busy. We have a special for first time
visitors. Phone us at 956-682-7495 or 515-418-3214
Email j5rvparktx@gmail.com Tom and Donna Tuttle, Managers (MCN)
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Pastor
from front page

photo by Mindy Peterson

Kristen Bauer (center), a Kennedy Community School music teacher, dances with her
children Timmy (left), 4, and
Eva (right), 5, at the Jungle
Boogie school dance Jan. 27
in St. Joseph.

YIR
from page 7
tion. Lentz was recently appointed to the position by interim
Stearns County Sheriff Don Gudmundson. Lentz has been with
the department since 1991.
Year in Review Part 2 will be
published in the Jan. 12 edition.
(To read any of the above
stories in their entirety, visit thenewsleaders.com and search for
your favorite stories.)

and plans,” she said. “In all, it’s
about trusting what God is up to,
what God has in store for both the
pastor and the congregation.”
In this case, it ended in the
happy realization for both Thul and
Resurrection they are called by God
to work together.
Thul began looking for a new
church in September. She has been
pastor of Danebod Lutheran Church
in Tyler, southeast of Marshall, for
more than seven years.
“I felt my gifts for ministry and
my sense of call to ministry and the
context in which I was serving was
no longer a good fit for Danebod,”
Thul said. “I feel my gifts for ministry in the setting of Resurrection
Lutheran Church is a good fit for
them and for me. It just feels God
is calling us to have a ministry
together.”
The church’s call committee was
excited and relieved to be able to
agree with her. The members of
Resurrection have had to exercise
patience for more than a year-anda-half since their full-time pastor of
21 years, Dwaine Bruns, retired.
“Though the transition was
tough, it made the congregation
stronger and ready to successfully welcome our new pastor,” said
Amanda Lynn, a member of the call
committee.
Lynn said the committee thought
Thul to be relatable and genuine.
“She seems to be really great
with the youth,” Lynn said. “We

found her personable, she was so
easy to talk to and seemed to listen
well. She was so real.”
Thul said in the last couple of
months she has discovered Resurrection is a place where she and the
church can share and develop their
gifts and beliefs.
“I have an incredible passion for
life-long learning, for sharing the
grace and love of Jesus Christ,” she
said. “But not alone. I’m excited to
do this in a community who wants
to share Jesus with a broken and
hurting world.”
She is impressed with the
church’s outward focus
“With this church it’s never
about a building; it’s about the people,” she said. “It’s not like, ‘Hey,
we are Resurrection and we want
your butt in the pew.’ It’s about being a shining light in a dark, crazy
world . . . It’s loving people and
walking next to them”
As an example of that spirit of
outreach, she points to the non-denominational community meals
several area churches provide for
anyone who wants it. She was
excited to be a part of that for the
first time Dec. 15 at the Resurrection
community meal they provide every
year around Christmas.
She also mentioned Fare For All,
a non-profit community-supported
organization that sells food at a 30to 40-percent discount. They distribute at several locations throughout
Minnesota, including Resurrection.
“Food insecurity is such an important issue,” she said. “I’m glad
to be part of a community that
recognizes this and cares.”
Thul is also excited to continue
Resurrection’s outreach to the St.
John’s and St. Benedict communities with a renewed effort, she said.
This most recent move to the
area is Thul’s 24th. All this moving

Friday, Jan. 5, 2018

has not been a burden to her, she
said. She likes change.
“Some people say they have
lived in the same place for 40
years,” she said. “I can’t imagine
that. How boring.”
One particularly nomadic period
was when she was young and the
family moved around, following her
father’s work until he settled into a
position with the State of Minnesota
in the New Ulm area.
“I call New Ulm my home town
because when I was young, my
family lived there the longest,” she
said.
Her ministry position at Resurrection will be just her second. Her
first, where she has just spent more
than seven years, was at Danebod
Lutheran. That was the longest she
has stayed in one place in her life.
So she is excited about the move,
but is sad to say goodbye.
“My sister-in-law said it best
when she said the pain of loss is a
testament to the love and the relationships we had with the people in
those communities,” Thul said.
She has not always had such a
strong sense of mission to be a pastor. In fact, the call is relatively new.
After high school she spent five
years in the U.S. Army, much of
it stationed in Munich, Germany
where she served as a Russian linguist and an interrogator.
When it was suggested this job
seemed at odds with her current
focus on love and community, she
laughed and explained it wasn’t
war time and most of the people
were cooperative.
“I(‘ve) worked with people who
were willing to share information
about their country in exchange
for an opportunity for a better life,”
she said.
That experience, Thul said she
believes, gives her a unique per-

spective on the refugee crisis today.
The Army also taught her a
sense of community, Thul said.
And it helped her learn to cooperate
and get along with people, even the
difficult ones.
After the Army, she became a
teacher for 11 years. She first taught
English as a second language for
three years, then first and second
grade.
That career choice, Thul said,
was partly motivated by the contrast in quality in the teachers she
had growing up.
“I had some terrible teachers
in my life.” she explained. “But I
absolutely loved my fourth-grade
teacher . . . She cared about me as a
person and saw the potential in me
even when I didn’t.”
Thul said she wanted to be
like her (fourth-grade teacher) and
show kids they are loved and respected. She wanted to help kids
realize their potential — as she still
does today.
She said she felt the call when a
friend told her she and her husband
were the kind of people needed in
the ministry.
“I just laughed and told him,
‘No, my calling is in the classroom,’
So this was not the path that I
chose. I thought I was fine teaching
elementary school, but God had
something else in mind.”
Thul said she believes being a
teacher and a pastor are not entirely
different. Much of what she does
is still teaching because she is developing relationships and helping
people reach their potential.
“I’ve never had a day when I
thought, ‘ah this doesn’t feel right.
I should be doing something different,’” she said. “ It’s an absolute joy
and an honor to be paid to be in a
relationship with people.”

Holistic Healing for Joint Pain
Isn’t it nice to have options?
At St. Cloud Orthopedics, we’re
dedicated to treating your joint pain
in the way that’s best for you, whether
that be through physical therapy,
injections, minimally-invasive surgery,
or Regenerative Medicine.
Regenerative Medicine uses your
body’s own stem cells to empower
your natural healing process. And
because it’s administered by our
musculoskeletal experts, your
health is in the best hands possible.
Wondering if it’s right for you?

FOR RENT

Call today for a consultation,
and start living better.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY - $900
Spacious (1,500-square-foot) two-bedroom basement
apartment with above-ground windows, chef’s kitchen,
private backyard, on-site laundry, downtown St. Joseph.
Within walking distance of EVERYthing.
Utilities - additional $250/month. Non-smokers only.

Call Colin at 320-493-9212

LiveBetter

StCloudOrthopedics.com
320.259.4100
1901 Connecticut Ave S, Sartell

