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Lathe wins Daily Double
Town Crier – a trip to Disney World
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St. Ben’s hosts Girls,
Women in Sports Day
The College of St. Benedict
will host a celebration for National Girls and Women in Sports
Day at 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
10. The community is invited
to join us for this celebration
and the CSB basketball game
vs. Augsburg. The 2018 Breaking
Barriers Award honoree, Carol
Agnes, will be honored at halftime along with a performance
by the CSB dance team. Agnes
was the first athletic director at
St. Ben’s, as well as the first volleyball and basketball coach. All
girls and women wearing a sports
jersey will receive free admission
to this event.

Sartell winter market
to be held Saturday
The Sartell winter farmers’
market will be held from 10 a.m.1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3 and March
3 inside Sartell City Hall, 125
Pinecone Road N. Get ready for
the big game. Items available this
weekend include the following:
football-themed desserts, bread
bowls, popcorn, chicken wings,
beef for barbecue, steak, eggs
and much more. Come check out
the items not available anywhere
else.

Hands Across World
seeks computer aides
Hands Across the World is
looking for volunteers as computer classroom assistants. Volunteers will aid in a classroom with
simple tasks such as working
one-on-one with students, handing out assignments or assisting
the teacher. Volunteers will work
with the teacher to develop a
plan. For more information, visit
thenewsleaders.com and click on
Feb. 2 Criers.

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

An energetic, loud, rambunctious pep rally at Sartell Middle School Jan. 26 suddenly
morphed into a big win for
fifth-grader Sophie Lathe.
Lathe was one of four students chosen to participate in
a Disney-themed version of the
TV game show Jeopardy. On the
gym floor, in front of hundreds
of cheering peers, the four students looked up at the big Jeopardy projection screen, picked
their categories and gave their
guesses.
When it was Lathe’s turn,
she chose “Star Wars for $100”
for her category when the
clang-clanging sound of the
“Daily Double” filled the gym.
The students in the bleachers

erupted in an ear-splitting roar
of cheering and stamping as the
Jeopardy screen began to show
photos of Sophie and as someone rushed over to place Mickey
Mouse ears on Sophie’s head.
Just then, words on the screen
announced, “Congratulations,
Sophie! You’re going to Disney
World!”
The students cheered so loudly, it sounded like a dozen thunderstorms.
Stunned, Lathe, sitting in her
wheelchair, put her hands over
her face and then smiled like
sunshine. Her parents and three
siblings (dressed in brown Jedi
warrior robes) hurried across the
gym to congratulate her.
Lathe’s Make-a-Wish had
been granted: a trip to Disney
World for her and her family.
Lathe • page 4

INSERTS:

City of St. Stephen
Good To Go

Sophie Lathe (foreground) claps along with a Sartell Sabres’
chant during a pep rally Jan. 26 at Sartell Middle School. Minutes later, the focus of the rally turned to a much-surprised
Lathe, who was honored with a trip to Disney World through
the Make-a-Wish Foundation.

Reedstrom proud, happy to be in Hall of Fame
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

It’s a rare honor for somebody
at the age of 85 to
be inducted into
a Hall of Fame,
but that’s what
happened to Don
Reedstrom of Sartell.
He is now one
of 33 former ath- Reedstrom
letes inducted into the Sauk Rapids
High School Storm Athletic Hall of

Fame since 2012 when the honorary
program began.
At the induction ceremony were
Reedstrom’s wife, Marcia; children;
grandchildren; great-grandchildren;
and scores of friends old and new.
Marcia had been a nurse before becoming a stay-at-home mom.
“I was extremely proud and extremely happy to get that award,” he
said. He is especially proud because
two of his childhood heroes and
mentors are also in the Sauk Rapids
Hall of Fame – Don Wichman, Hall of
Fame, 2013; and Eldon “Rip” Repulski, Hall of Fame, 2012.

Back in the 1940s, those two
lived in the same neighborhood,
along with Reedstrom, and Reedstrom looked up to the older boys,
emulating them, learning from them,
sharing their unquenchable love of
sports and competiton.
The other honorees, along with
Reedstrom, were softball/basketball
coach-and-teacher Ben Miller; Pam
(Raetz) Benoit, swimmer, Class of
1990; and Heidi (Mohs) Landwehr,
swimmer, Class of 1989, who was
an assistant girls’ basketball coach in
Sartell for two years.
Reedstrom grew up in Sauk Rap-

ids, the son of Martha (Rogosheski)
and Charles Reedstrom. He graduated
from that city’s high school in 1950.
He was a stand-out athlete (nickname
Reed) in four sports – football, basketball, track and baseball. He was
a three-time letter-winner in football,
serving as running back and defensive back. He had a record of 17 wins,
two losses and two ties. In both football and basketball, he was named
to the Central Gopher All-Conference
Team.
In basketball, Reedstrom became
a dominant center, finishing in secReedstrom • page 5

Local volunteers gear up for Super Bowl LII

Country Manor
looking for visitors
Country Manor is looking for
friendly visitors for their residents. Develop a special friendship with a resident or multiple
residents in our Care Center. Visit
with them on a regular basis.
Help the residents maintain or
regain a positive self-image. Chat
about everyday affairs, write letters, play games, encourage participation in activities, take them
outside, to see the bird aviary or
duck pond. Take some time to
listen to a piece of their history
and life experiences. For more information on this and other United Way volunteer opportunities,
visit thenewsleaders.com.ww

photo by Dennis Dalman

contributed photo

Crew 52 volunteers include (from left) Michael Hemmesch,
Sartell, Diane Hageman and Mac Cariveau.
by Vicki Ikeogu
news@thenewsleaders.com

It is one of – if not the – premiere
sporting event in the world. And on
Sunday, Feb. 4, all eyes will be on
Minneapolis as the New England
Patriots and the Philadelphia Eagles
battle it out inside U.S. Bank Stadi-

um in Super Bowl LII.
A special volunteer force has
been suiting up to help welcome
out-of-town visitors since Jan. 26.
Among the 10,000 volunteers are
10 individuals from Sartell and four
people from St. Joseph.
Dubbed Crew 52, these volunteers, primarily from Minnesota,

signed up to work in various sections surrounding the Super Bowl
festivities.
“During the 10-day Super Bowl
festivities we anticipate about one
million visitors,” said Michael Howard, communications director with
the Minnesota Super Bowl Host
Committee. “And the key element
to make everything run smoothly
will be the 10,000 volunteers we
have recruited to be the welcoming
Minnesota face to help direct folks
around the city.”
“I think I probably saw (the call
for volunteers) on Facebook or in
the news,” said Joanne Schneider
of St. Joseph. “It doesn’t happen all
the time and I do like exciting stuff.”
Schneider applied to be part of
Crew 52 late last summer. While she
has never been a volunteer for an
event on this scale, some of her close
friends and family members have.
“My sister had volunteered

www.thenewsleaders.com

for the Olympics in Atlanta,” she
said. “And I’ve known other people
who have volunteered for like the
Masters and different golf tournaments and stuff like that. And they
always seem to have fun. So (volunteering for the Super Bowl) sounded
fun.”
For Sartell resident Michael Hemmesch, being a part of the Super
Bowl LII experience was an easy
decision.
“I periodically checked the Minnesota Super Bowl Host Committee
website,” he said. “And when I saw
the chance to volunteer, I thought it
would be a cool opportunity.”
Hemmesch volunteered at other
national sporting events and had
an idea of what potential volunteers
would be required to do.
“I didn’t have any hesitation,”
he said. “This is clearly the highest
profile and biggest sporting event.
Super Bowl • page 2
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Super Bowl
from front page
Because of the fact this was the second time the Super Bowl has been
hosted in Minnesota, I viewed it as a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”
That feeling was shared among
the approximately 30,000 applicants
who signed up to be Crew 52 volunteers, Howard said.
“Within the first 48 hours of
opening up the application process
back in March we had about 9,000
people sign up,” he said.
Once the application period
closed, the Super Bowl Host Committee narrowed the selection down
to the top 15,000 applicants. Each of
those potential volunteers was called
to the cities for an interview.
“They primarily asked you about
how well you were with people,
what you knew about Minnesota
and things like that,” said Jill Sieben, a volunteer from Sartell. “They
obviously want people to come back
to the state after the Super Bowl is
finished.”

Volunteering comes easy to Sieben. She volunteered during Hurricane Katrina and through organizations such as Big Brothers Big
Sisters.
“If I can volunteer every day before the Super Bowl it would be my
cup of tea,” she said.
The interviews narrowed the pool
of applicants to the final 10,000.
“Each volunteer is asked to
fill three shifts during the 10-day
stretch,” Howard said. “There are a
couple of different jobs throughout
the festival.”
Those jobs include airport greeters, assisting with the live concerts
and entertainment on Nicollet Mall
as part of Super Bowl Live and
helping guests navigate the various
skyways and hotels throughout the
Twin Cities.
Schneider opted to work the Super Bowl Live concert series.
“I wanted to be in the middle of
the action,” she said.
Hemmesch also elected to pick
up shifts on Nicollet Mall. Sieben
opted for skyway duty.
Each volunteer received Crew 52
gear including the signature purple
Bold North mittens to make them

Sartell Swarm

Registration for 2018 Summer Season opens Feb. 12
Girls ages 6-18 fastpitch softball
For more information and to register, go to www.sartellfastpitch.com.
Updates about our program will be shared at the annual parent meeting
scheduled for 7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 12 at the SHS Auditorium.
Parents and players are encouraged to attend.
Uniform sizes will be available for those who are interested.

Contact Becky Lundgren
with registration questions at
beckylundgren@sartellfastpitch.com

ST. JOSEPH ROD AND GUN CLUB 25th ANNUAL

ice fishing contest

easily identifiable to the general public.
“Overall our Crew 52 volunteers
will be very engaged,” he said. “So
many of them are taking an active
role.”
Several training sessions during
early January prepared the volunteers for their roles and answered
any questions. The Super Bowl
Host Committee even put together
a private Facebook group to help the
Crew 52 members connect.
“We’ve got volunteers from all
across the state,” Howard said.
“From (more than) 500 cities and
townships. We also have about 10
percent of our volunteers coming
from states like Iowa, North Dakota
and South Dakota. And there will
also be some volunteers from Atlanta, the host of Super Bowl LIII,
who will be getting a sense of what
hosting a Super Bowl will be like.”
Throughout the 10-day festivities
leading up to the big game, volunteers will be swarming the Twin
Cities, serving as ambassadors for
the state.
It will be an experience they
won’t soon forget.
“I think people are really surprised this is more than just a football game,” Hemmesch said. “It’s
really a celebration. It’s a time to
showcase Minnesota on a national
and even an international stage. By
volunteering with Crew 52 it’s a nice
way to give back to the state. It feels
like a great honor and I’m excited.
It’s going to be a great time.”
Sartell volunteers are: Mary
Hoover, Nickolas Hoover, Hemmesch, Christine Ostlund, Lynne
Janson, Kevin Kruse, Julie Meyer,
Sieben, Abby Spanier and Timothy
Tinius.
St. Joseph volunteers are: Candyce Thompson, Richard Schultz,
Kenneth Twit and Schneider.

Council considers
park amenities

by Dennis Dalman
editor@thenewsleaders.com

A pedestrian bridge was at
the center of a Jan. 8 Sartell
City Council discussion about improvements at Sauk River Regional Park.
The city has about $950,000
in state grant money to spend for
improvements and amenities at
that park, which is north of CR
120 across from the Epic Center
mall area.
Sartell Planner Developer Anita Archambeau outlined options
the council could consider. City
staff needs council direction so
planners can know which projects are preferred and then specifics and costs can be prepared.
One of the options is a pedestrian bridge that would join
the west and the east areas of
the park across the Sauk River.
A consensus developed among
council members that although
the bridge might be a useful
amenity, it’s just too expensive.
The bridge would cost an estimated $730,000, which would leave
only about $220,000 for the other
options. Even those not keen
about a pedestrian bridge said
they would not rule it out yet.
Council members seemed to
favor spending the funds on practical improvements in the park:
trail improvements, developments and expansions; signage;
and some form of restroom fa-

3rd SATURDAY

Saturday, Feb. 17

If cancelled because of poor ice/weather,
NO RESCHEDULE. Refunds upon request.

NOON-2:30 P.M.
.M. • KRAEMER LAKE

Tickets: $15 Advanced (Until 6 p.m., Feb. 16)
$20 At The Lake
$10 Kids (13 & under) Advanced & at the Lake
PRIZES:

Over
$3,000
In
Prizes
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Two
wo Categories: Game and Pan Fish

$200 FOR LARGEST FISH
$150 FOR 2nd LARGEST
$100 FOR 3rd LARGEST

5 GRAND PRIZES:

cility.
Several council members noted there is no public clamber to
have a pedestrian bridge built.
All council members agreed
they should take a walking tour
of the park as soon as the weather warms up. Archambeau noted
in the meantime staff can prepare
some plans with the bridge added
and without the bridge added.
The lion’s share of the funds now
in the city’s possession must be
used by 2020 and can only be
used for that specific park, Archambeau said.
Archambeau outlined the following options:
•A trailhead restroom, with or
without utilities. Council members seemed to favor a rustic
structure that would be a compost-style restroom. Cost: with
utilities, about $140,000; without
utilities, $50,000.
•Trailhead park shelter with
storage capacity and overhang over picnic tables. About
$240,000.
•An overlook deck on a bluff
in the park. About $224,000.
•A trailhood shelter with the
bluff overlook. About $500,000.
•An earthen amphitheater.
About $280,000.
•Small internal shelters, rather like bus-stop shelters. From
$2,000 to $10,000.
•Beach improvements on one
part of the Sauk River bank.
About $50,000.
•Trail improvements and extensions for walking and skiing.
Cost depends on the extent of the
trail system.
•Kiosks and informational
signs. Anywhere from $5,000 to
$10,000.
•Directional signage. About
$15,000.
•Purchase additional property next to the park. Between
$233,000 to $400,000.

Two overnight fish house rental
ental for 4 people on Upper Red Lake!
Donated by JR’s Corner Access. Sign up at the lake. Must be present to win.

Donated by the St. Joseph Rod & Gun Club: (1) Clam Kenai Pro Thermal

(1) Clam Big Foot XL Ice House (2) HT Polar Fire XT Power Ice Auger

All Other Registered Fish Qualify For One Of 20 – $20 Cash Drawings!

MANY DOOR PRIZES AWARDED THROUGHOUT THE CONTEST
(MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN)

First 200 Kids (15 & Under) Receive Free Ice Fishing Gear With Valid Ticket!

LUNCH AND REFRESHMENTS
Restrooms & Warming House Available
Tickets Available at Stop Light Bait, St. Cloud; Super America, St. Joseph;
American Legion, St. Joseph; St. Joseph Liquor Shoppe; Kiess Bros Shell Gas & Bait, Cold Spring;
or online at www.stjoerodandgunclub.org

FOR INFORMATION CALL 320-363-8803 or 320-251-2881
ALL STATE LAWS APPLY

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
AUTO BODY REPAIR
Auto Body 2000
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Blotter
If any readers have tips concerning crimes, they should call
the Sartell Police Department at
251-8186 or Tri-County Crime
Stoppers at 255-1301 or access its
tip site at www.tricountycrimestoppers.org. Crime Stoppers offers rewards up to $1,000 for
information leading to the arrest
and conviction of those responsible for crimes.
Jan. 17
11:41 p.m. Traffic stop. Benton
Drive and Second Street North.
While patrolling the east side, an
officer observed a vehicle pass by.
The officer observed a suspended
object dangling from the rearview
mirror. The officer initiated a traffic stop on the vehicle. During the
stop, the officer smelled marijuana. While searching the vehicle
search the officer found a small
baggie containing marijuana and
a pipe. The driver was cited for
possession and released.
Jan. 18
4:08 p.m. Traffic Stop. CR
33 and Minnesota Highway 15.
While on patrol an officer observed a vehicle traveling in reverse at CR 1 and Highway 15.
The officer initiated a stop. The
driver game the officer an expired insurance card. The officer
also ran the driver and discovered
she was revoked. While speaking
with the female driver, the officer detected an odor of unburned
marijuana. The officer explained
this observation to the driver and

People

Emily Johnson of Sartell was
named to the fall semester dean’s
list at Southwest Minnesota State
University in Marshall.

asked if there was anything in the
vehicle. The driver stated there
was not. The officer searched the
vehicle and in the center console
found a cigarette pack containing
a green leafy substance. The officer field tested the substance and
confirmed it was marijuana. The
woman was cited for possession,
no insurance and driving while
suspended. The vehicle was released to a valid driver.
Jan. 19
8:18 a.m. Medical. Le Sauk
Township. An officer was dispatched to aid a woman who had
fallen and hit her head. Upon
arrival the officer found the patient outside. Gold Cross arrived
and transported the woman to St.
Cloud Hospital.
Jan. 20
3:09 a.m. Suspicious persons. Heritage Drive. While on
patrol an officer observed three
people dressed in light clothing.
Because of recent burglaries in
the area, the officer tried to contact the people. As the officer
turned around, he observed two of
people run toward a residence and
they were behind the residence
before the officer was able to exit
his squad. The officer spoke with
the third party that didn’t run.
The boy stated he and his friends
were walking to another friend’s
house. He was unsure why his
friends ran. The officer contacted
the other two juveniles. The officer met with the mother of one

Jan. 22
6:14 p.m. DWI. Pinecone
Road South. Officers were dispatched to a business for a report
of an intoxicated man who was
disturbing customers. Officers arrived on scene and met with the

Jan. 23
12:49 a.m. Assist person. Tenth
Avenue North. An officer was dispatched for a report of a woman
who was stuck in an elevator. The
officer arrived and contacted the
woman through an intercom to
ensure she was okay. The officer
then was able to reset the elevator
power switch and the door opened
allowing the woman out.
5:38 p.m. DWI. Third Street
South. Officers were dispatched
to a driving complaint in the 400
block of Third Street South. Officers located the vehicle in an
open garage under an apartment
complex. Officers observed a female driver exit the vehicle and
attempted to make contact. While
speaking with officers the woman
showed obvious signs of impairment. Officers ran the woman
through field sobriety testing.
The woman was placed under
arrest and charged with third-degree driving while intoxicated.

WACOSA announced it is the
recipient of a $2,500 grant from
The Initiative Foundation. The
dollars will fund a collaborative
effort between WACOSA and True
Friends to provide a unique, customized training experience that
focuses on enhancing leadership
skills and equipping new leaders.
The program includes WACOSA
clients, who are individuals with
disabilities, and are often not offered the same opportunities to
develop leadership skills.
WACOSA, established in 1963,
serves more than 625 adults with
disabilities in central Minnesota
with sites in Waite Park, St. Cloud
and Sauk Centre.

People

Three students have been named
to the dean’s list at the University
of Wisconsin-La Crosse for the fall
semester. They are Hannah Yackley, microbiology, St. Stephen; Haley Klundt, economics, and Kaleb
Myhrwold, exercise and sport science, both from Sartell.
Eric Minnerath, a student
at Sartell High School, has been
awarded a Pacific Lutheran University President’s Scholarship
worth $26,000 a year — along
with the opportunity to earn more.
Pacific Lutheran University,
a private liberal arts university
in Tacoma, Wash., offers merit
scholarships to recognize academic achievement, leadership and
service, as well as the promise of
continued success.

All-you-can-eat

FISH FRY FUNDRAISER!
“It’s time to eat fish again!”

Friday, Feb. 16

4:30-8 p.m.

•
American Legion of St. Joseph
$10.25 Adults • $7.50 Children (ages 6-10)
(ages 5 and under FREE)
www.stjoerodandgunclub.org

“Life is better with Accurate Hearing.”

• Free Hearing Screenings • Hearing Aid Sales & Service
• Clean & Check All Hearing Aid Brands

320-258-4494 or 1-888-407-4327
161 19th St. S. • Ste. 111 • Sartell
www.accuratehearingservices.com

Utopia Tours and Cloud Travel Main Office
3015 Hwy. 29 S., Ste. 4038, Alexandria, MN 56308

320-253-0400 • 1-800-872-8445 • www.utopiatours.com
DAY TRIPS

Jan. 21
1:41 a.m. Open door. Second
Street South. While routinely
checking to make sure businesses
in the city were secure, an officer
found an unlocked door. The officer called backup to assist and
then cleared the building. No one
was found inside and everything
appeared in order. The officer
contacted a key holder, who arrived on scene and secured the
door.
2:31 p.m. Medical. Seventh
Street North and Seventh Avenue
North. While on patrol on Seventh
Street North, an officer observed a
girl next to a bike on the walking
path. The officer observed that
the girl was holding her chest and
appeared to be having a hard time
breathing. The officer stopped and
spoke with the child. The girl stated she believed she was having an
asthma attack. The officer provided high-flow oxygen and radioed
for paramedics. Gold Cross arrived on scene and took over care.

man and store employees. The
man smelled strongly of alcohol
and had difficulties standing without swaying. The man was evasive with officers but eventually
admitted to driving to the store.
Officers performed field sobriety
testing and the man was unable
to pass any tests. The man was
placed under arrest and charged
with third-degree driving while
intoxicated. He was transported
to the Stearns County Jail without
incident.

In Business

Sponsored by: St. Joseph Rod and Gun Club

Four Sartell students have
been named to the dean’s list at
the University of Wisconsin-Eau
Claire for fall semester. The students are Elizabeth Botz, business; Kelsey Frank, education
and human sciences; Nicole Lindmeier, education and human sciences; and Emma Zenzen, education and human sciences.
Aidan Speckhard of Sartell
has been accepted for admission
to Luther College, Decorah, Iowa,
for the 2018-19 academic year.
Speckhard has been awarded the
Founders Scholarship.

of them. The juveniles said they
ran because they were scared. The
officer educated them on why it
is not a good idea to run from the
police. They were also warned for
violating curfew.
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Bachman’s On Lyndale,
Idea House & Albertville Outlets .........Tuesday, March 27.............$44 pp
“Guys & Dolls” at Old Log Theater .......Thursday, April 19.............$89 pp
U S Bank Stadium Tour + City Tour ..........Monday, April 23............$58 pp
The “Dutton’s”
at the Paramount Theater St Cloud .......Thursday, May 3..............$34 pp
St Paul-Capitol Tour,
Summit Ave Tour & Grand Ave................Wednesday., June 20.....$44 pp
“Newsies”
at Chanhassen Dinner Theater............Wednesday, June 27.........$99 pp
Discover Stillwater
lunch cruise & trolley tour.....................Thursday, July 26..............$79 pp
Jasper Theater in Park Rapids
& lunch at West Forty.......................Wednesday, Aug 8.................$69 pp

Brochures avail
ab
at Whitney Senio le
r Center!

Alex Travel
Utopia Tours

2018 MOTORCOACH TOURS
Early discounts apply – call soon!

Spring Southern Sun & Fun 13 days..............................March 15 – 27
Nashville-2 nights; Pensacola, Fl – 3 nights;
New Orleans-2 nights, Natchez, Memphis
America’s DC Tour with
4 nights in DC +sightseeing 10 days...............................March 19 – 28
Washington, DC (3 nights) and
New York City (2 nights) +Amish Acres 12 days....................April 2 – 13
Spring Nashville (2 nights)
and Memphis (2 nights) 8 days.............................................April 5 – 12
Spring Branson Tour 6 days, 6 shows Inc. “Samson”.......April 18 – 23
Pella Tulip Festival & Amana Colonies 4 days......................May 1 – 4
Mackinac Island & S Ste Marie 5 days..............................June 18 – 22
ALASKA Motorcoach Tours Call soon! Receive Discount by Feb 15 sign-up
18 days July 11–28; 12 days July 17–28; 7 days July 22–28

*Some Restrictions May Apply. See Store for Details. Oﬀer Valid Through 2/28/18*

2824 West Division | Saint Cloud | 320-253-2020
www.MidwestVisionCenters.com
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Council approves
2018 budget, levy
by Dennis Dalman
editor@thenewsleaders.com

The Sartell City Council approved a tax-and-levy budget
for 2018 with a 1.2 percent taxrate increase at a recent meeting during a Truth-in-Taxation
public hearing.
There were no comments
from the audience.
It passed on a 4-1 vote.
Council member David Peterson voted no. He said he is
happy how the city staff and
council keep within a reasonable budget every year, but he
explained he has “struggled”
with how the taxpayers will
likely have to cover operational short-falls every year at the
new Sartell Community Center.
The tax levy for 2018 will be
$6,313,935, which means that
is how much must be raised
through taxes. It includes
$5,102,888 for the city’s general fund, a street-abatement
fund of $445,000, an ice-arena
abatement fund of $22,467 and
three debt-service payments of
about $745,000 for debts incurred in the years 2007, 2008
and 2009.
The 2018 budget will make
possible a new full-time police officer, a full-time community-service officer for the
police department, a full-time
street-maintenance employee, increases for street- and
equipment funding (about
$60,000-worth) and some
funding to prepare for elections in November 2018, with
some help from state funding.
Those funds will help update
the city’s voting equipment.

In his questioning of the
budget, Peterson said he has
trouble with the city having
to keep putting money into
the new community center,
estimated at an amount of
about $200,000 per year based
on rough estimates. In other city-private projects, such
as the ice arena and Pinecone Central Park, he said, the
outcomes were more or less
net-neutral, which do not burden taxpayers. Peterson said
the council should perhaps
consider, to be fair across the
board, agreements with those
other entities by pitching in in
balanced amounts vis a vis city
and private.
Sartell Administrator/Financial Director Mary Degiovanni
said the council has a perfect
right to change its policies.
But she also noted in the case
of Pinecone Central Park and
the Bernick’s Ice Arena, those
projects are not all-inclusive
nearly as much as the community center is. The community
center, she noted, from its inception was meant to include
all city residents for a wide
variety of uses, and thus, like
other city services, such as
parks, the city should probably expect to pay some annual
costs.
The council seemed to agree
with Degiovanni, and council
member Mike Chisum noted
the community center, which
just recently opened, will have
solid information in about a
year about how it is doing
financially as far as revenue
from fees and other factors,
including maintenance costs.

Lathe
from front page
They plan to go to the popular
amusement park in Florida this
summer.
Lathe suffers from spinal
muscular atrophy that robs her
of strength and makes it virtually impossible to walk.
Lathe’s surprise grew even
brighter when she looked up at
the projection screen and suddenly saw a video of actress Kelly Marie Tran, who plays Rose
Tico in the Star Wars movie, The
Last Jedi. Lathe, who loves Star
Wars movies, was overwhelmed
to the point of tears when she
saw and heard Tran congratulate
her and wish her the best.
And then the band began to
play. The Middle School Band
performed a rousing version of
the Mickey Mouse theme song,
but instead of M-I-C-K-E-Y,
M-O-U-S-E, the crowd chanted
a high-decibel chanted S-O-P-HI-E, L-A-T-H-E!
The rip-roaring pep rally
was the culmination of Sartell schools’ raising $18,000
for the Make-a-Wish Foundation, enough to pay for Lathe’s
trip and wishes by two other
children. Inspired by efforts of
the Sartell High School Student
Council, students held many
fundraisers. The fundraising
campaign for Lathe was spearheaded by high school students
Aidan Speckhard and Emma
Gunderson.
Dozens of students from Sartell High School led the Sophie Lathe pep rally, leading
the middle schoolers in spirited
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Sabre-sports pep chants.
Lathe is the daughter of Holly and Garrett Lathe. She has
three siblings: Emma, Kate and
Spencer. Garrett is the choir director for Sauk Rapids-Rice High
School; and Holly is a music
teacher at Sartell’s Pine Meadow
Elementary School.

Make-a-Wish

Mary Steffes of Sartell has
been a Make-a-Wish coordinator
and “granter” since 2008. She
was one of three women who
congratulated Lathe at the middle school pep rally.
“The students are the ones
who deserve the credit,” Steffes said. “They raised so much
money. The student council is so
happy about it. That is why the
high school and middle school
decided to hold a pep rally together.”
Another middle school stu-

dent recently granted a wish
from Make-a-Wish Foundation
is Jackson Stewart who wanted
a golf cart and was granted one.
Steffes became involved with
the foundation when the young
son of a friend died of a terminal
illness years ago. Make-a-Wish,
Steffes noted, used to be for
terminally ill young people only,
but it is now for those suffering
life-threatening medical conditions.
Make-a-Wish, with headquarters in Phoenix was founded in
1980.
Steffes also works as a sub-para for special-needs students in
the Sartell-St. Stephen school
district. Since her involvement
with Make-a-Wish, she has
helped coordinate nine wishes
that include a trip to Paris, a
Disney cruise, a swim with dolphins and a Best Buy shopping
spree.

photo by Dennis Dalman

The Lathe family is preparing for a summer trip to Disney
World in Florida, thanks to a wish granted by the Make-a-Wish
Foundation. In front is Sophie Lathe, who was presented with
a Mickey Mouse ears cap at a Jan. 26 middle-school pep rally.
Her family is (left to right) father Garrett; sisters Emma and
Kate; mother Holly; and brother Spencer.

Holistic Healing for Joint Pain
Isn’t it nice to have options? At St. Cloud
Orthopedics, we’re dedicated to treating
your joint pain in the way that’s best for
you, whether that be through physical
therapy, injections, minimally-invasive
surgery, or Regenerative Medicine.
Regenerative Medicine uses your body’s
own stem cells to empower your
natural healing process. And because
it’s administered by our musculoskeletal
experts, your health is in the best hands

photo by Dennis Dalman

Sophie Lathe, surrounded by her family, listens to the Sartell
Middle School Band perform a unique version of the Mickey
Mouse theme song. On the screen at right is a still from a video
from Stars Wars actress Kelly Marie Tran, which was recorded
just for Lathe.

possible. Wondering if it’s right for you?

LiveBetter

Call today for a consultation, and start
living better.

One bedroom
& older

StCloudOrthopedics.com
320.259.4100
1901 Connecticut Ave S, Sartell

555

$

Apartments

Controlled entrance w/video surveillance
Section 8 welcome • Pets allowed

Call Joyce at 320-252-0880

Access online application at www.stcloudhra.com
101 Riverside Drive SE • St. Cloud
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PCVC eye doctor Hinkemeyer
plans mission trip to Mexico
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

A Sartell doctor leaves Saturday for a nine-day trip to Mexico
to provide vision care to residents of Gomez Palacio.
Dr. Stacy Hinkemeyer will
join three other doctors on the
trip. She expects the team will
treat 2,000 patients.
The doctors will do eye examinations and treat children and
adults for diseases of the eye including glaucoma, cataracts and
excessive exposure to the sun.
Hinkemeyer will be accom-

Reedstrom
from front page
ond place in conference scoring with
three points less than the leader.
He also lettered in baseball one
year, but it was the sport of track
in which he excelled triumphantly.
From his freshman to senior years,
he was Sauk Rapid’s consistently
best point producer. His skills helped
his team win the conference championship in his junior and senior years.
In the District 19 meet in 1950, when
he was a senior, he finished first in
the 400-meter high jump, high hurdles and relay and second in the long
jump. He was named All-Conference
and All-Region in his senior year and
earned All-State honors in the high
hurdles and the 440-meter dash.
Post high school, Reedstrom enrolled at the University of Minnesota,
Twin Cities, where he played football
in his freshman year before transferring to St. Cloud State College.
There, he lettered as a wide receiver.
Unlike now, high schools then
were short on facilities. In an interview at his home with the Sartell-St.
Stephen Newsleader, Reedstrom recalled how Sauk Rapids High School
back then had no running track or
much of anything else in the way of
sports facilities, but that didn’t deter
him or other sports-loving students.
“I just practiced on my own,” he
said. “All we had are a few hurdles.
We ran on cinders. And we didn’t
have track shoes so we ran in tennis
shoes.”
He credits his older brother, Kermit, for inspiring him, especially in
his favorite sport – track. Kermit,
who was a champ in track, “taught
me everything I knew,” Reedstrom
recalled.
Throughout his life, Reedstrom
continued his love of sports participation. He played in city-league
basketball, racquetball and softball
right up to the age of 70. One year,
he was sponsored in the Minnesota
State Track Competition in the age
40-and-over category and set records
in both long jump and hurdles.
Reedstrom, 80, still loves to
swim, and he would likely partake in
more sports except for his knees that
have been bothering him. An avid
outdoorsman, he still enjoys fishing.
In 1954, Reedstrom was drafted
into the U.S. Army. After military
service, in 1957, he married Marcia
Marquart of St. Cloud. They have
one son, Mark, and three daughters
– Lynn, Patricia and Amy.

panied by her mother, DelRose
Hinkemeyer of Clearwater.
Two years ago, Hinkemeyer
participated in a similar trip to
Panama.
“I’m so fortunate I have a
skill I can share with the world,”
Hinkemeyer said. “We’re so fortunate here.”
Hinkemeyer is clinical director at PineCone Vision Center
where the practice has collected
donations of more than 700 prescription glasses. Those glasses will be matched to patients
needing corrective lenses. The
practice, at 2180 Troop Drive,

continues to collect prescription
glasses, reading glasses and sunglasses for future trips.
The trip is sponsored by the
South Dakota chapter of Volunteer Optometric Services to Humanity. In Mexico, the mission
group, totaling 12 people, will
be hosted by the Gomez Palacio
Lions Club. The industrial city
of 300,000 is in central Mexico.
“When we arrive in the morning, hundreds of people are lined
up to see us,” Hinkemeyer said.
“They wait for long hours and at
the end of the exam they are so
grateful.”

DNR work

winter-fish rescue operations and
was in charge of all permits to
control aquatic vegetation in the
county. He was also extremely busy
as a public speaker, helping educate
thousands of people about the importance of preserving the state’s
water quality, fish and wildlife.
One of the most vivid memories
of his long working years in the wilderness is the time he was conducting a lake survey of Brule Lake in
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area.
“I’ll never forget getting stuck
many times on a muddy wilderness
road after dark, howling timber
wolves and becoming stranded, wet
and cold, on a storm-hammered
island,” he said.
Reedstrom, when he can, still
enjoys his lifetime hobbies of mushroom hunting, gardening, wildflower photography, casual hunting,
fishing and – of course – sports.

After 40 years working for the
Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources, Reedstrom retired in
1994. He had served for decades
as a Fish and Wildlife Area project
manager and specialized as a fisheries biologist, a job that required
travel throughout the state, most especially in the Grand Rapids, Detroit
Lakes and Fergus Falls areas.
Reedstrom brought the same
drive and passion to his DNR work
as he did to his sports involvement.
To this day, he is lauded by his
peers as a legendary innovator, a
pioneer and important policy-setter
for programs that today are still at
the very heart of fisheries work in
the DNR.
He was instrumental in fish
stocking programs in countless
lakes, conservation of waterways,
setting up of walleye hatcheries,

photo by Mike Knaak

More than 700 pairs of glasses have been donated for Dr. Stacy
Hinkemeyer’s trip to Mexico.

FOR RENT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY - $900
Spacious (1,500-square-foot) two-bedroom basement
apartment with above-ground windows, chef’s kitchen,
private backyard, on-site laundry, downtown St. Joseph.
Within walking distance of EVERYthing.
Utilities - additional $250/month. Non-smokers only.

Call Colin at 320-493-9212

Would your life be
easier with Contacts?
Let Dr. Fosso show you
the options available,
even for those with
bifocals, irregular
corneas, and difficult to
fit prescriptions.
Call us today to
schedule your

No Risk,
In Office
Contact Lens Trial
Dr. Trevor Fosso, OD, FAAO
Director of Contact Lenses

(320) 258-3915 | PineConeVisionCenter.com
2180 Troop Drive, Sartell, MN 56377
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Opinion

Our View

Make your voice heard
at precinct caucuses
The midterm elections are 10 months away,
but the first chance for voters to shape the
ballot takes place on Tuesday, Feb. 6.
That’s when political parties conduct precinct caucuses to begin the process of endorsing candidates, selecting delegates to conventions and staking out positions on key issues.
Turnout for midterm elections is consistently lower than presidential years. But these
elections are just as important as electing a
president, especially in Minnesota this year.
We’ll be electing a new governor. There are
at least a half-dozen candidates in each party
looking to replace Mark Dayton. Both political
parties plan preference ballots for governor.
Because Al Franken resigned, both U.S.
Senate seats are up. Amy Klobuchar will be
running for a six-year term. Franken’s replacement, Tina Smith, will be running to fill out
the last two years of Franken’s term. Republicans will be choosing challengers.
Rep. Tom Emmer, who has been a strong
Trump supporter, says he’s running for re-election in the Sixth District and Democrats will
nominate a candidate to challenge him.
All the state House of Representative seats
are up. Locally, Jeff Howe represents the St.
Joseph area in District 13A and Tim O’Driscoll
represents the Sartell area in District 13B. Both
men are Republicans.
Caucus members will choose delegates to
future conventions who will endorse state and
federal candidates.
There will be local, county and school
board races on the ballot too but those candidates run without party designation so they
are not part of the caucus agenda.
The political parties run the caucuses. They
all start at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 6.
To participate, you need to be an eligible
voter and then you need to pick which party’s
caucus to attend. The Minnesota Secretary of
State has an online tool for finding Republican
and DFL locations at http://caucusfinder.sos.
state.mn.us/. When you enter your address,
your precinct name and caucus location as
well as your congressional, legislative, school
and county commission districts are displayed.
The site also has a link for information
about Minnesota’s minor political parties
such as the Green Party and the Independence
Party.
Here are locations for the major party caucuses in St. Joseph and Sartell.
DFL: Sartell: Sartell High School
Republicans: Sartell all precincts, St.
Stephen, Le Sauk Township: Sartell Middle
School.
Attending a caucus offers a chance to
engage with your neighbors and make your
voice heard at the grassroots level. Mark your
calendars.

The ideas expressed in the letters to the editor and of the
guest columnists do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Newsleaders.
Letters to the editor may be sent to news@thenewsleaders.
com or P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, MN 56374. Deadline is noon
Monday. Please include your full name for publication (and
address and phone number for verification only.) Letters must
be 350 words or less. We reserve the right to edit for space.

It’s not goodbye; it’s ‘see you around’
It’s not goodbye; it’s ‘see you around.’
People who love their jobs never really
retire from them. The jobs become part of
their blood and bones. And that would be
me. At age 70, I retired recently from my
20-year job as editor of the Sartell-St. Stephen and St. Joseph Newsleaders.
But not really; it’s not a total retirement
because I will continue to write as a freelancer for those newspapers. I just can’t
totally let go of a job I’ve loved so long.
My two decades with the Newsleaders
have been wonderful years, thanks to
the unwavering support of its founder/
owner/publisher Janelle Von Pinnon. I
often dubbed her the “Energizer Bunny”
because she is non-stop passionately dedicated to providing local news through
thick and thin. The word “quit” is not in
her vocabulary.
There are so many people to thank,
including the many talented and fun fellow employees I’ve worked with year after
year.
Reporting is such a fascinating job
because it involves an endless curiosity,
always meeting people, each with a unique
and fascinating story to tell. I’ve interviewed people from the entire spectrum
of humanity: poets, inventors, gardeners, woodworkers, musicians, mechanics,
street workers, high-achieving students,
business entrepreneurs, historians, novelists, athletes, brilliant nuns, police officers,
artists, doctors, nurses, teachers, stamp

Dennis
Dalman
Editor
collectors . . . well, the list goes on.
In Sartell, there were so many happy,
upbeat stories to cover: parks and trails
developments, the beautification projects
in the city, the creation of Pinecone Central Park, construction of the ice arena, the
formation and subsequent success of the
Senior Connection, the farmers’ markets,
expansion of the medical campus, the
building of Oak Ridge Elementary School,
voter approval of a new high school – to
name just some.
Nearby St. Stephen was also a pleasure
to cover – its many interesting people, its
Slovenian heritage, its entertaining centennial events, which included one of the
most enjoyable, imaginative parades I’ve
ever seen.
Annual Sartell events that were always fun to report on were the Sartell
Summerfest, the Apple Duathlon and the
always-heartfelt Memorial Day ceremony
in Veterans Park. On a beautiful Monday
morning, I was standing in that park,
covering that ceremony, taking photos and
notes. At one point I looked across the river at the Verso paper mill and thought to
myself, “That may be an industrial plant,

but it sure looks pretty on a morning like
this with that baby-blue exterior.”
Two hours later, back home, digging
a bush out of my yard, neighbors rushed
over to tell me the Sartell paper plant had
just exploded. I can still feel the shock I felt
at that sinking moment. Covering news,
obviously, is not always a happy job. The
paper-mill explosion, the death of a worker
(Jon Maus) and the plant’s subsequent
closing were such tragic outcomes to have
to write about. The death of that plant, a
bedrock of Sartell for more than a century,
truly did evoke an End-of-an-Era feeling.
There were so many good people in Sartell who regularly gave me excellent story
tips – people such as Kaye Wenker, Sandra Cordie, Mike DeLuca, Lori Dornburg,
Dennis Molitor, Amy Braig-Lindstrom, Jan
Sorell, Carolyn Bertsch . . . too many to
mention. But I want to thank them all. I
hope they continue to keep those good
story ideas coming to the Newsleader, to
the attention of its new editor, Mike Knaak,
whom I’m happy to report was my college
photojournalism teacher once upon a time.
And Mike, lucky guy, is younger than me.
Not to forget, I want to thank our loyal
readers and our supportive advertisers.
In my retirement – well, OK, partial
retirement – I plan to do some traveling,
novel-writing, oil-painting and – yes –
some newspaper stories.
So instead of saying “So long, goodbye,”
I’ll say “Hey, hope to see you around.”

Encore career takes me back to my roots
You’ve heard about encore careers?
That’s the work in the second half of life
after retirement.
A lawyer becomes an organic farmer, a
stockbroker pursues an encore career as a
sculptor…you get the idea.
In your encore career, you’re supposed
to find a job that provides greater personal
meaning and social impact.
It turns out my encore career….Newsleaders editor…is pretty much the same as
my pre-retirement career.
I worked at the St. Cloud Times for 42
years in a number of roles including photo
editor, assistant managing editor and the
No. 2 person in the newsroom. That job
ended in October 2016 when my position
and about a dozen others, including the
publisher and executive editor, were eliminated.
My wife, Marian Rengel, and I planned
to leave the full-time workforce in early
2017 so the abrupt end to work had little
impact other than creating immediate free
time.
For years, I’ve been an adjunct faculty

Mike
Knaak
Editor
member at St. Cloud State
University teaching a variety of journalism
classes. This last fall semester, I taught
photojournalism. The man I’m replacing,
Dennis Dalman, was one of my students
long ago.
Since retiring from full-time work, people ask me if I miss being at the Times. Yes,
I miss my former colleagues and I miss the
news. Newsrooms are filled with the most
creative and passionate people you’ll find
anywhere. But I don’t miss managing a daily newspaper, a 24/7 web site and getting
calls at all hours of the day and night.
Retirement allowed Marian and me the
chance to travel, including visiting our adult
daughters. One works in New York City and
the other daughter works in Washington,
D.C. Those are great cities for trips.

And for years we’ve been Twins, Wild,
Gophers, Huskies and more recently Minnesota United fans. Now we have plenty of
time for games.
About a year ago, I joined the St. Cloud
Municipal Band. I’ve played saxophone
since elementary school but my full-time
journalism career didn’t leave much time
for music.
That music connection led me to the
Newsleaders. Fellow saxophone player (and
Newsleaders designer) Patric Lewandowski,
arrived at rehearsal one night a few weeks
ago and said, “Hey Mike, I’ve got a job for
you.” I replied I wasn’t looking for work.
But he shared some details and here I am.
During the first meeting with my potential co-workers and boss, I was impressed
with their passion, engagement with readers and clear sense of purpose.
So, I’m back. The hours aren’t nearly as
long but I’m working with creative people
reporting and photographing the news. Not
bad for an encore career and I still have
time for the saxophone.

Human trafficking surrounds the Super Bowl
Megan Mechelke, representative of the Sartell High School Students Against Human Trafficking Club
The Department of Homeland Security defines human trafficking as “a form of modern-day slavery” that uses “force, fraud or coercion to obtain some type of labor or commercial sex act.” In 2012 the International Labor
Organization estimated about 21 million people
were enslaved globally, 1.5 million in the United States and Canada. That number continues
to grow nationally and statewide. Minnesota
Department of Transportation reported in 2015,
Minnesota had the third highest number of

trafficking cases in the United States, and in
2013 the Twin Cities was named one of the 13
largest trafficking centers worldwide. The United Nations names sexual exploitation the most
common form of human trafficking. A November 2010 study from the Women’s Foundation
of Minnesota found 45 girls under 18 are sold
for sex in Minnesota on any weekend night.

Globally, this criminal industry can profit up to
$150 billion a year.
Furthermore, it has been suggested the
number of sex-trafficking cases increases
around the Super Bowl. In 2011, current Texas
governor Greg Abbott called the Super Bowl
the “largest human-trafficking event.” In an
October 2017 article published by Kare11,
Sgt. Grant Snyder, head of the MPD Human
Trafficking Team, suggested this claim is not
entirely accurate. He argued year-round trafficking numbers are equally as high as those
seen during the Super Bowl and suggested inflation of trafficking numbers around the time
Trafficking • page 7
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Trafficking
from page 6
of the game is likely due to the simple
fact there is an increase in the number
of people in the area. However, Pete
Orput, the Washington County Attorney, sees things differently. He states
the number of advertisements related
to sexual exploitation sees a huge increase during events such as the Super
Bowl and theorizes it may have just as
much to do with the attendees as the
population increase.
In the end, trafficking statistics do
see a spike during the Super Bowl,
regardless of the reason. However, the
more pressing issue is that of trafficking on an everyday scale. This is a
real problem that impacts real people
every moment of every day, and it’s
not something that can be ignored. It’s
essential the general population understands the depth of the trafficking pandemic and realizes there is something
they can do to stop its spread.
The first step is to become educated
about the issue. Human trafficking is

Is your event listed? Send your
information to: Newsleader Calendar,
P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, Minn. 56374;
fax it to 320-363-4195; or, e-mail it
to news@thenewsleaders.com. Most
events are listed at no cost. Those
events are typically free or of minimal
charge for people to attend. Some
events, which have paid advertising in
the Newsleaders, are also listed in the
calendar and may charge more.
Monday, Feb. 5
Benton County Museum, 10 a.m.4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk Rapids.
320-253-9614. mnbentonhistory.org.
Lunch and cards, sponsored by
Helping Hands Outreach, noon-2 p.m.,
Trobec’s Bar & Grill, 1 Central Ave. S.,
St. Stephen.
Photographer Nathalie Daoust’s
newest project and U.S. premier of
Korean Dreams which shows a forbidWANTED TO BUY
WANTED TO BUY: Basswood logs by truckload delivered to Dodgeville, WI. Bark intact, harvested in dormancy,
delivered FRESH cut. Pre-arranged purchases only. Call Al
Ladd at 608-935-2341 ext.333 (MCN)
ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call
us first. Living expenses, housing, medical, and continued
support afterwards. Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047. (MCN )
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GILBERT’S SALE YARD MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT SALE, MARCH 5, 9:00 A.M.. Advertising
Deadline Feb. 16. No Small Items, Tires after Feb. 23. CONSIGN TODAY, 641-398-2218, Hwy 218, Floyd, IA, www.
gilbertsaleyard.com (MCN)
AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
1-800-283-0205 (MCN)
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition Vehicle,
2002 and Newer. Competitive Offer! Nationwide FREE Pick
Up! Call Now For a Free Quote! 888-366-5659! (MCN)
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive maximum value of write off for your taxes. Running or not! All
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-7526680 (MCN)
CABLE/INTERNET
DISH Network. 190+ Channels. FREE Install. FREE
Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24 months) Add High
Speed Internet - $14.95 (where avail.) CALL Today & SAVE
25%! 1-855-434-0020 (MCN)
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for
$29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed No contract or commitment. More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. Call
1-855-577-7502 (MCN)
Exede satellite internet. Affordable, high speed
broadband satellite internet anywhere in the U.S. Order now
and save $100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-800-712-

often referred to as a silent crime as victims of trafficking very rarely come forward due to trauma, abuse and fear of
those who have exploited them. Along
these lines, it’s also important to end
the criminalization of victims. Individuals who have been sexually exploited
are victims of a terrible crime, and they
do not deserve further punishment and
shaming. Lastly, without a demand,
sexual exploitation would not be the
extremely lucrative business it is today.
Both the Department of Justice and
the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children recognize one of
the major factors influencing the rise
and profitability of human trafficking is
the extensive market for pornography.
The Pure Hope Coalition reports more
than $3,000 is spent every second on
pornography, making the industry as
profitable as it is terrible. Education of
youth and adults alike of the terror that
is sex trafficking will help to reduce the
number of individuals looking to buy
sex and thus end the demand and stop
the trade. In this way, it falls into the
hands of all human beings to educate
themselves and work to stop the spread
of human trafficking.

Obituary
Everett Nathe, 86
St. Stephen, MN.
Sept. 28, 1931-Jan. 24, 2018

Mass
of
Christian
Burial celebrating
the
life of Everett A. Nathe,
86, of St. Stephen will be
at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 3,
at St.
Stephen’s Catholic Church
in St. Stephen. Everett
passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2018,
at Banner Baywood Medical Center in Mesa, Ariz.
The Rev. Eugene Doyle will
officiate. Burial with military honors will take place
in the parish cemetery.
Visitation will be from
4 - 8 p.m. Friday and after
10 a.m. Saturday at St. Ste-

phen Parish Hall.
Parish
prayers will be at 4 p.m. on
Friday at the Parish Hall.
Arrangements are with
Daniel Funeral Home in St.
Cloud.
Everett was born on Sept.
28, 1931, in Sauk Centre to
Albert and Margaret (Mies)
Nathe. He graduated from
Paynesville High School
and shortly after joined
the US Navy. He proudly
served as an aerial engineer until his honorable
discharge in 1955. Everett
married Beverly Notch on
Nov. 16, 1957, at St. Margaret’s Catholic Church in
Lake Henry. He operated
Nathe Insurance Agency,
American Family Insurance
for 54 years, retiring in
2013. He also farmed for
many years with his brother, Ken. Everett was a member of St. Stephen Parish,
the Waite Park American
Legion Silver Star Post 428,

the St. Cloud Eagles Aerie
622 and the Order of Moose
1400.
Everett loved time with
his family, farming and
hunting. He will be remembered as a loving husband,
father, grandfather and
great grandfather.
He is survived by his wife
of 60 years, Beverly; children, Michael (Melonie Jeska) of Avon, Kathryn (Jeff)
Vander Plaats of Paynesville; five grandchildren,
Jeremy and Justin Nathe,
Nathan, Kate and Matthew
Warnert; five great grandchildren; siblings, Lorraine
Putzke of Plymouth and
James (Janet) Nathe of
Foley; and many nieces,
nephews and friends.
He was preceded in death
by his parents; daughter,
Cheryl Ann in 1983; daughter-in- law, Betty Nathe;
brothers, Kenneth and Dale.

writing, dance, drama and music as
part of their therapy, 12:30 - 6:30 p.m.,
4801 Veterans Drive, St. Cloud.
St. Stephen City Council, 6:30
p.m., St. Stephen City Hall, 2 Sixth
Ave. SE.

Friday, Feb. 9
Benton County Museum, 10 a.m.4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk Rapids.
320-253-9614. mnbentonhistory.org

Community Calendar

dewn look at North Korea, hosted by
Paramount Center for the Arts, 913 St.
Germain St., St. Cloud, 320-257-3106
(On display until Feb. 18).
Lunch and cards, sponsored by
Helping Hands Outreach, noon-3 p.m.,
Rusty Nail, 4 CR 2 S., St. Stephen.
(through February)
Sartell Lions Club, 6:30 p.m., upstairs of Blue Line Sports Bar andGrill,
1101 Second St. S., Sartell. 320-2672591.
Rice City Council, 7 p.m., council
chambers, Rice City Hall, 205 Main St.
E. 320-393-2280.
Sauk Rapids Planning Commission, 7 p.m., council chambers, Sauk
Rapids Government Center, 250 Summit Ave. N. 320-258-5300. ci.sauk-rapids.mn.us
Sauk Rapids Riverside Lions
Club, 7 p.m., Jimmy’s Pour House, 22
Second Ave. N., Sauk Rapids. e-club9365 (MCN)

SAVE on internet and TV bundles! Order the best
exclusive cable and satellite deals in your area!
If eligible, get up to $300 in Visa Gift Cards. CALL
NOW! 1-800-925-0146 (MCN)
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As 14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and More! Call
Earthlink Today 1-855-679-7096 (MCN)
DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now - Get NFL Sunday
Ticket for FREE! Every Game. Every Sunday. CHOICEAll-Included Package. Over 185 Channels. $60/month (for 12
Months.) CALL 1- 844-245-2232 (MCN)
CABLE INTERNET Phone $29.99 each! No one beats
our prices! Bundle and save huge now! Only $29.99 each! We
are your local installers! Hurry, Call Now offer ends soon!
1-888-858-0262 (MCN)
Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of cable and
get DIRECTV! You may also qualify to receive $100 VISA
gift card when you sign up today - Limited time Only. CALL
NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)
Stop paying too much for cable, and get DISH
today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn more about our special
offers! (MCN)
DISH Network Satellite Television Service. Now
Over 190 channels for ONLY $49.99/mo! FREE Installation,
FREE Streaming, FREE HD.Add Internet for $14.95 a month.
1-800-732-9635 (MCN)
EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will
help you self-publish your own book. FREE author submission kit! Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-6238796 (MCN)
Hormel Foods in Austin, Minnesota is hiring Industrial Mechanics and Electricians. Great pay and benefits.
Apply at www.hormeljob.com. Hormel Foods Corporation
is an EOE Minorities/Females/Protected Veterans/Disabled.
(MCN)
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Tuesday, Feb. 6
Greater St. Cloud Community
Pillars Forum, 7:30-10 a.m., Terry
Haws Room, River’s Edge Convention
Center, 10 Fourth Ave. S., St. Cloud.
greaterstcloud.com/community-pillars.
Sauk Rapids HRA Board, 6 p.m.,
council chambers, Sauk Rapids Government Center, 250 Summit Ave. N.
320-258-5300. ci.sauk-rapids.mn.us.
Watab Township Board, 7 p.m.,
660-75th St. NW, Sauk Rapids.
watabtownship.com Benton Telecommunications channel 3.
Wednesday, Feb. 7
Veterans Art Show, an annual
competitve event that provides veterans receiving treatment at VA facilites
the oppertunity to participate in creative self-expression in art, creative
CLASS A TRUCK DRIVER. North Central region.
Earn up to $70,000. No touch freight. Good benefits. All
mile paid. Nice equipment. 2 years experience needed. Call
507-437-9905. Apply on-line WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)
FINANCIAL
Buying a home and need a mortgage? Or, have a
home and want to lower your monthly fees and refinance?
Getting a mortgage is quicker and easier than ever. Call now!
855-715-4721 (MCN)

Thursday, Feb. 8
Coffee and Conversation, a senior
discussion group featuring conversation day, 9 a.m., Sartell Community
Center, 850-19th St. S.
Sartell-Sauk Rapids Moms’ Club,
9-10:30 a.m., Celebration Lutheran
Church, 1500 Pinecone Road N., Sartell.
St. Cloud Area Mothers of Multiples, 7 p.m., VFW Granite Post 428,
9-18th Ave. N., St. Cloud.
Great River Regional Coin Club,
6:30-8:30 p.m., Miller Auto Marine
Sports Plaza, 2930 Second St. S., St.
Cloud. 320-241-9229.

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or Asbestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your family may be entitled to a substantial
financial award. We can help you get cash quick! Call 24/7:
866-924-0504 (MCN)
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to refill.
No deliveries. The All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit. Call 844-550-4772
(MCN)

Are you in Debt? Get help now with a 30 minute
Phone debt analysis. Mon-Fri 9:00 am to 8:00 pm, Sat: 10:00
am to 2:00 pm. All eastern time. 1-888-306-0480.(MCN)

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 24-48 months. Pay
a fraction of what you owe. A+ BBB rated. Call National
Debt Relief 855-995-1557. (MCN)

Denied Credit?? Work to Repair Your Credit Report
With The Trusted Leader in Credit Repair. Call Lexington
Law for a FREE credit report summary & credit repair consultation. 888-501-3159. John C. Heath, Attorney at Law, PLLC,
dba Lexington Law Firm.(MCN)

YOU or a loved one have an addiction? Very private
and Confidential Inpatient care. Call NOW for immediate
help! 800-761-9934 (MCN)

FOR SALE
FRUIT & NUT TREES From $15. Blueberry, Strawberry, Grape, Asparagus, Evergreen & Hardwood Plants &
MORE! FREE Catalog. WOODSTOCK NURSERY, N1831
Hwy 95, Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll Free 888-803-8733 wallace-woodstock.com (MCN)
Trailer Sale! Close-out on 4-place drive-on/drive-off
snowmobile trailers; Triton 2-place enclosed snowmobile
trailers; CM horse & livestock trailers (FREE SPARE); 2018
6’X12’ V-nose, ramp door cargo $2,780.00; 500 & 900 gallon
fuel trailers $6,299.00 & up;; 515-972-4554 or www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com for info & prices! (MCN)
HEALTH & MEDICAL
Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions! SAVE!
Call our licensed Canadian and International pharmacy, compare prices and get $25.00 OFF your first prescription! CALL
888-438-6461 Promo Code CDC201725 (MCN)
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to refill.
No deliveries. The All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a
pain-relieving brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients Call Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nations’ largest senior
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE. No obligation. CALL 888-8947038(MCN)
Bathe safely and stay in the home you love with the
#1 selling Walk-in Tub in North America. For an in-home
appointment, call: 844--583-9021. (MCN)
Medicare doesn’t cover all of your medical expenses.
A Medicare Supplemental Plan can help cover costs that
Medicare does not. Get a free quote today by calling now.
”Hours: 24/7. 1-800-854-6494 (MCN)
Do you have chronic knee or back pain? If you have
insurance, you may qualify for the perfect brace at little to no
cost. Get yours today! 1-800-869-0947 (MCN)
HOME IMPROVEMENT
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Systems
Inc. Call us for all of your basement needs! Waterproofing,
Finishing, Structural Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control.
FREE ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)
Water Damage in your Home? Call now for a free, fast
quote. Insurance approved. Help restore your piece of mind!
866-865-1875 (MCN)
SAVE THOUSANDS ON SURPRISE COSTLY

Saturday, Feb. 10
Central Minnesota Chapter of the Federation of the
Blind of Minnesota, 12:30 p.m.,
American Legion, 17 Second
Ave. N., Waite Park.
DeYaeger Family benefit,
4-9 p.m., VFW Post 6992, 901
N. Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids.
deyaegerbenefit@gmail.com.
Sunday, Feb. 11

Breakfast and silent auction
for Project ASTRIDE, 9 a.m.- 1
p.m., Moose Lodge, 1300 Third
St. N.. Waite Park. 320-2509137.

HOME REPAIRS!! With Nations Home Warranty we pay
100% of covered Home repairs! CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
TODAY!! 888-925-8106 (MCN)
Leaky Faucet? Broken toilet? Call NOW and get the
best deals with your local plumbers. No hassle appointment
setup. Call NOW! 866-865-1875 (MCN)
Got Mold- or think you might have it? Mold can be
hazardous to you and your family’s health! Get rid of it now!
Call our experts and get a quote today! 855-398-7133(MCN)
Do you have chronic knee or back pain? If you have
insurance, you may qualify for the perfect brace at little to no
cost. Get yours today! 1-800-869-0947 (MCN)
MISCELLANEOUS
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Contact our trusted local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-855-8118392 (MCN)
Moving out of state? Best Interstate Moving and
Storage offers a FREE Quote and A Price Plus Promise. Call
855-428-6241 Now! (MCN)
Paying too much for car insurance? Not sure? Want
better coverage? Call now for a free quote and learn more
today! 855-417-7382 (MCN)
Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Company out of state move $799 Long Distance Movers Get Free
quote on your Long distance move. 1-800-503-6126 (MCN)
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to refill. No
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit.
Call 888-572-4944. (MCN)
PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid operators,
just real people like you. Browse greetings, exchange messages and connect live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-4970
(MCN)
Wanna flirt and have some fun? Livelinks in the best
chatline for meeting real singles who know how to have a
good time! Call Livelinks and make a real connection. 866910-1044 (MCN)
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Veterans Art show Feb. 7, 8
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

For many artists, their gifts and
talents of expressing themselves
through their work can also be a
form of therapy.
The Department of Veterans Affairs medical facilities, nationwide,
use the creative arts as a form of
rehabilitative treatment for veterans recovering from and coping
with physical and emotional disabilities.
Veterans enrolled at Veterans
Affairs health-care facilities may
compete in a local creative-arts
competition.
Many forms of art expression
by veterans will be displayed at the
Veterans Art Show from 12:30-6:30
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 7, and from
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 8, in
the Auditorium, Building 8, at the
St. Cloud VA Health Care campus.
Barry Venable, public affairs officer of the St. Cloud VA Health
Care System, said medical facilities
incorporate creative arts into their
recreation therapy programs to further the rehabilitation milieu for
both inpatients and outpatients.
The annual art competition recognizes the progress and recovery
made through that therapy and
raises the visibility of the creative
achievements of the nation’s veterans after disease, disability and
life crisis.

Through the show, veterans receiving treatment at VA facilities
have a chance to participate in creative self expression through art,
creative writing, dance, drama and
music as part of their therapy and
to gain recognition for their artistic
accomplishments.
The competition is open to veterans who are enrolled at a VA
medical center or outpatient clinic
before entering the local competition.
“We’re excited to be able to
share the artwork with the public
and encourage community members to visit the show,” Venable
said.
Madge Scherer, a music therapist at the St. Cloud facility, is
coordinating the local art show
and the other St. Cloud entries
for the National Veterans Creative
Arts Program this year. She has
been involved with the creative
arts program for nine years, but
just recently took on the leadership
role for the art show.
Scherer said the St. Cloud art
show has been taking place since
about 1994. In 2017, there were
3,480 entries in all divisions (dance,
drama, music, art and creative
writing) from veterans representing
138 VA facilities nationwide. The
St. Cloud show had 75 entries and
they hope to reach close to that
number again this year.
The National Veterans Creative

Arts Festival program and show
are coordinated by St. Cloud VA
employees Elizabeth Mackey and
Amy Kimbler.
Both have worked as music
therapists at the St. Cloud VA,
but have worked full-time with
the National Veterans Creative Arts
Festival for several years. Mackey
has been the director of the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival
since 1995 and Kimbler has been a
program specialist since 2004.
Mackey said they believe strongly in the arts as therapy and it’s a
privilege to serve veterans who use
the therapeutic arts in their lives.
Through art, music, dance, drama
and writing veterans communicate
emotions, feelings and thoughts
related to their experiences that
many times are difficult to express
verbally.
The Department of Veterans
Affairs and the American Legion
Auxiliary co-present the National
Veterans Creative Arts Competition
and Festival. Through the local and
national competition phase of the
program, veterans receive recognition for their creative accomplishments and people are made more
aware of the arts as an avenue toward healing and sustaining good
mental and physical health.
This year, the competition includes 51 categories in the visual
arts division and 100 categories in
the performing arts.
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contributed photo

Veteran Michael Bray represented the St. Cloud Veterans
Administration Health Care System at the National Veterans
Creative Arts Festival in 2016 in Jackson, Mississippi. His gold
medal-winning artwork “Tribute to the Troops Guitar” received
first-place nationally in the Applied Art, Mixed Media category
of the art division.
First-, second- and third-place
entries are judged in each category.
“Thanks to the many veteran
and volunteer organizations who
provide the support to make the
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show and competition available to
veterans,” Venable said.
The show is free and open to
the public.
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