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Addy Meier, 5, (center) points to an illustration from the 
book “Love You Forever” while Anna Lang, 4, looks on 
during a visit Feb. 1 from Gabi Schumann, 10, as part of 
Sartell School Readiness. Members of the Pine Meadow 
Elementary Student Council paired with younger students 
to read several books together. Schumann, Meier and Lang 
are all of Sartell.

A novel idea

by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

Adults aren’t the only people 
interested in what happens with 
the daily rise and fall of in-
vestments in the stock market. 
Several area students are also 
learning about the market.

At Sartell Middle School, 
the students began playing the 
Stock Market Game from 7:45-
8:20 a.m. Tuesday mornings in 
late January and will continue 
through May 2.

Lori Dornburg is a teacher 
of family and consumer science 
and academic extensions coor-
dinator at Sartell Middle School.

“The Stock Market Game 
is an online simulation of the 
global capital markets that en-

gages students in grades four-
12 in the world of economics, 
investing and personal finance 
and prepares them for financial-
ly independent futures,” Dorn-
burg said.

More than 600,000 students 
participate each school year 
across the United States. The 
program has reached 17 million 
students since it began in 1977.

Students at Sartell Middle 
School have been participating 
in the Stock Market Game for 
more than 10 years.

SMS sixth-grader Eli Han-
son has participated for two 
years, joining as a fifth-grad-
er. He decided to join after he 
heard about it on school an-
nouncements because he said 
it sounded fun. Hanson said 

understanding how the stock 
market works and seeing the 
stocks perform well is the best 
part of participating. The hard-
est thing, he noted, is deciding 
what to invest in, what to buy 
and sell and the best time to do 
that. After two years, he now 
does more research on what 
stocks to buy and sell and what 
will make the most money.

Hanson said he does most of 
his research on Yahoo Finance. 
Dave and Buster’s has been the 
best stock purchase during the 
past two years. Dave and Bust-
er’s is a sports-bar-style restau-
rant which also offers arcade 
games.

Stock Market Game volun-
teer Ben Trnka, a professor of 
accounting and finance at St. 

John’s University/College of St. 
Benedict, has volunteered with 
the program for two years.

Trnka said the program offers 
students a chance to learn about 
investments in a fun, engaging 
environment. It also helps them 
develop critical-thinking skills 
by evaluating current events 
and making judgments about 
what will happen in the market 
as a result. The game helps stu-
dents work together as a team 
toward a common goal.

In addition, Trnka noted 
the Stock Market Game helps 
students gain a fundamental 
knowledge of money and in-
vesting while also helping them 
practice math, English language 
arts, economics, social studies 
and other skills.

SMS students play ‘Stock Market Game’

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Award-winning artist Jabreel 
Abdi of Sartell loves to extend 
his cultural horizons in direc-
tions that lead him to new ideas, 
new techniques, new styles.

Abdi, a graduate of Sartell 
High School, recently won first 
place in an art contest titled “Be 
HumanKIND: A Way to Hon-
or Community Healing.” The 
contest at St. Cloud Technical & 
Community College, was one of 
the college’s ways to honor the 
legacy of the great civil rights 
leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Abdi, a first-year student at 
SCTCC, is the son of Abdi Abdi 
and Audra Abdi of Sartell.

For his winning artwork, 
Abdi created a portrait of King. 
He used acrylic paint mixed 
with water and a thinning medi-
um to blend the image layer by 

layer, starting with light shades 
and moving to darker ones.

It’s a technique he learned 
in Sartell High School, thanks 
to the teaching of art instructor 
Deb Rollings. He credits Roll-
ings with helping him discover 
his own artistic style, his own 
aesthetic strengths.

“She was my painting class 
teacher,“ Abdi said. She taught 
me that every artist has a unique 
style, and the artist has to dis-
cover that style in his heart. 
I discovered my own style is 
more stylistic, more abstract.“

At SCTCC, Abdi is study-
ing marketing design/graphic 
design. He is not yet sure of a 
career direction, but he thinks 
he might like to work in an 
urban business culture, perhaps 
as a graphic designer for an ad 
agency.

Abdi also enjoyed making 

Sartell graduate
wins first in art contest

Art • page 2

contributed 
photo

A Norwe-
gian girl 
g a t h e r s 
d a i s i e s 
to make 
wreathes 
for a cel-
ebration. 
Note the 
f l o r a l 
r o s e m a -
ling pat-
terns that 
“ f r a m e ” 
the plate.

Tofteys’ artworks enchant viewers
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Entering the home of Jack and Su-
zanne Toftey in Sartell is a bit like enter-
ing an enchanting storybook world that 
causes visitors to smile and sometimes 
chuckle and laugh with wonderment.

Everywhere on display are whimsi-
cal bowls, plates, paintings and wood-
carved figures, and each one of them 
evokes the magical delights of Norwe-
gian folk scenes: children in traditional 
costumes with baked goodies, goats 
cavorting, rustic cottage homes nestled 
beneath mountains, a peasant man 

playing an accordion as his dog howls 
a tune. The man with dog is bound to 
bring a smile.

And what almost never fails to cause 
a knowing chuckle is a painting of a 
Norwegian boy, his nose crinkled from 
the pungent smell of the bucket of 
lutefisk he’s holding. Most Minnesotans 
have at least tasted that odiferous tradi-
tional Norwegian fish dish, but others – 
repelled by the smell – wouldn’t take a 
nibble at the end of a 10-foot fork.

In many of the artworks are little 
Norwegian elves, peeking and peering 
in on the scenes, giving looks of approv-

Toftey • back page

Sartell hockey
conducts raffle

The Sartell Youth Hockey 
Association is now conducting 
a raffle with a grand prize of 
$2,699.99; 100 winners will re-
ceive St. Cloud Scheels gift cards 
for any merchandise in the store. 
There is a 1 in 20 chance of win-
ning. Tickets may be purchased 
at both Blue Line Bar & Grill loca-
tions and the Firing Line Indoor 
Range and Gun Shop. For more 
information, visit sartellhockey-
raffle.com.

Hike Hoppers hosts
Park Blast in February

Hike Hoppers is hosting a 
free month-long outdoor scav-
enger hunt. Park Blast will be 
held from dawn to dusk through 
Feb. 28 at all Stearns County 
Parks including Kraemer Lake, 
Mississippi River, Quarry, Miller’s 
Landing, Warner Lake, Rockville, 
Two Rivers and Spring Hill. Park 
Blast takes advantage of our local 
county parks to promote healthy 
communities. Participants engage 
in discovering prize codes while 
hiking through local parks. This 
event will give away more than 
$4,000 in prizes that will appeal 
to a variety of ages. For more 
information or to register, visit 
hikehoppers.org.

Senior Connection hosts
German exchange student

The Sartell Senior Connection 
will host Maria Metzmacher, a 
high school senior foreign ex-
change student from Germany, 
at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 13 at 
the at the Sartell Community 
Center, 850 19th St. S. Learn 
about her experiences as a stu-
dent at Sartell High School. She’ll 
also tell us about the differences 
in the education system in Ger-
many as compared to the United 
States, her favorite activities and 
what she has missed about home.

Park, Rec to host
ABC Kinder Olympix

St. Cloud Park and Rec hosts 
ABC Kinder Olympix, for children 
6 and under and their families, 
from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Feb. 17 at Whitney Recreation 
Center, 1529 Northway Drive, St. 
Cloud. Explore letters and num-
bers while being active with your 
children. The morning will be 
filled with fun activities for im-
proved reading skills and healthy 
lifestyles. Events include: inflat-
ables, arts and crafts, obstacle 
course, alphabet games, healthy 
snacks and much more. For more 
information, visit ci.stcloud.
mn.us or find us on Facebook.

NewsleaderNewsleader
See page 2 for our 

Valentine’s Day
contest!
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Kelly Skalicky, daughter of 
Stearns Bank CEO Norm Skalicky, 
was recently promoted to president 
of the organization. As a lawyer, 
Skalicky provided legal counsel to 
Stearns Bank for more than 20 years. 
She has served as general counsel for 

the last six years. “I am humbled and 
honored to accept this new role. It’s 
a privilege and, frankly, an enormous 
amount of fun for me to work with 
my father on a daily basis, and I rel-
ish this new opportunity,” Skalicky 
said in a press release.

In Business People
Eight Sartell students have 

been named to the fall dean’s 
list at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison.

They are the following: Holly 
Greer, Morgan Gugger, Adam 
Johnson, Matthew Murphy, Me-

gan Murphy, Grant Olson, Daw-
son Rogers and Daniel Ufearo.

Reid Sobania of Sartell has 
been named to the fall semester 
dean’s list at the University of St. 
Thomas in St. Paul.

Boomerang Marine & Sports, with locations in Melrose and Al-
exandria, was named 2017 Retailer of the Year and recognized 
with the President’s Award in Larson Boat Group’s annual 
awards program. “Boomerang’s product knowledge, sales pro-
cess and after-service support is the magic formula that has 
pushed them to be a market leader,” said Rob Parmentier, Lar-
son president and CEO, in a press release. “This has resulted 
in continued growth and them earning a Retailer of the Year 
Award year after year. This year, they took first place in sell-
ing more Larson Boat Group products than any other dealer in 
the world.” Roger O’Hotto (right) of Sartell and Dick Peifer are 
Bommerang’s co-owners.

Boomerang named Retailer of Year
People

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF SARTELL, 

MINNESOTA NOTICE 
OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ON INTENTION TO 
ISSUE GENERAL-

OBLIGATION STREET-
RECONSTRUCTION-PLAN 

BONDS AND PROPOSAL 
TO ADOPT-A-STREET 

RECONSTRUCTION PLAN 
THEREFORE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that the City Council of the City 
of Sartell, Minnesota will meet on 
Feb. 26, 2018 at or shortly after 6 
p.m. at the Sartell City Hall, 125 
Pinecone Road N., Sartell, Min-
nesota, for the purpose of con-
ducting a public hearing on (a) 
the intention to issue general-ob-
ligation street-reconstruction-plan 
bonds in an amount not to exceed 
$7,000,000 and (b) the proposal 
to adopt a street reconstruction 
plan therefor. The proceeds of 
the bonds will be used to finance 
the reconstruction of Pinecone 
Road N. within the City pursuant 
to Minnesota Statutes, Section 
475.58, Subdivision 3b.

All persons interested may appear 
and be heard at the time and place 
set forth above.

If a petition requesting a vote on 
the issuance of the bonds is signed 
by voters equal to 5 percent of the 
votes cast in the city in the last mu-
nicipal general election and is filed 
with the city within 30 days after 
the public hearing (i.e., by March 
26, 2018), the bonds may only be 
issued upon obtaining the approval 
of the majority of the voters vot-
ing on the question of issuing the 
bonds.

Individuals unable to attend the 
public hearing can make written 
comment by writing to City Clerk, 
125 Pinecone Road N., Sartell, 
Minn. 56377. Written comments 
must be received prior to the pub-
lic hearing.

BY ORDER OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL

/s/ Mary Degiovanni

City Clerk

Publish Feb. 9, 2018

contributed photo

Jabreel Abdi shows his award-winning portrait of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and his first-place honor showing a smaller 
reproduction of the same portrait.

music and songwriting, but he 
decided to branch out to oth-
er arts, including photography, 
drawing, painting and design.

“I like to extend myself into 
all the arts,” he said. “I want to 
open my mind to new knowl-
edge.“

Abdi, who is part Somali, is 
also a firm believer that cultural 

and racial diversity will create 
an intriguing new blend that 
will spawn many new kinds of 
artworks, outlooks, styles and 
new ways of seeing and inter-
preting the world.

For artistic inspiration, Abdi 
often goes for walks and listens 
to music.

Abdi’s winning portrait of 
King is also now entered in the 
Dexter R. Stanton Art and Essay 
competition at St. Cloud State 
University.

Art
from front page

Match the love song,
win Valentine’s basket

Search for the five ads with pink hearts and match the num-
ber on the ad to the corresponding song title. Write the advertis-
er’s name next to the letter below. Send completed form to the       
Newsleaders, P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, Minn. 56374 or email ad-
vertising@thenewsleaders.com. A winner from each town will be 
drawn from all correctly completed forms to win a Valentine’s gift 
basket. 

Winners will be notified by phone by 1 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
14.

Song titles: A = “All of the Stars” by Ed Sheeran, B = “For Your 
Eyes Only” by Sheena Easton, C = “Beyond the Sea” by Bobby 
Darin, D = “You are My Sunshine” by Ray Charles and E = “You 
Make Me Smile” by Uncle Kracker. 

Entry form

Name: _________________________

Telephone : ______________________

Town: _________________Age:_____

A = 

B =

C =

D =

E =
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*APY= Annual Percentage Yield. APY is effective as of 1/15/2018. Money must be new to CMCU. Does not apply to municipalities. $500 minimum original 
balance required. Certificate will roll into a standard 12-month certificate at renewal. Penalty for early withdrawal. Not valid with any other offers. Limited 

time offer. Ask for details. Federally Insured by NCUA.

Call us: 
888.330.8482

Visit one of 18 
convenient branches

13-month certificate

1. 65%APY!
Centered on you.

For more information and to register, go to www.sartellfastpitch.com.

Updates about our program will be shared at the annual parent meeting 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 12 at the SHS Auditorium.

Parents and players are encouraged to attend. 
Uniform sizes will be available for those who are interested.

Sartell Swarm  
Registration for 2018 Summer Season opens Feb. 12

Girls ages 6-18 fastpitch softball

Contact Becky Lundgren 
with registration questions at

beckylundgren@sartellfastpitch.com

ST. JOSEPH ROD AND GUN CLUB 25th ANNUAL

    Saturday, Feb. 17
NOON-2:30 P.M. • KRAEMER LAKE

Tickets: $15 Advanced (Until 6 p.m., Feb. 16)
$20 At The Lake

$10 Kids (13 & under) Advanced & at the Lake
PRIZES:
Two Categories: Game and Pan Fish
$200 FOR LARGEST FISH
$150 FOR 2nd LARGEST
$100 FOR 3rd LARGEST

  
or online at www.stjoerodandgunclub.org

FOR INFORMATION CALL 320-363-8803 or 320-251-2881
ALL STATE LAWS APPLY

Restrooms & Warming House Available

All Other Registered Fish Qualify For One Of 20 – $20 Cash Drawings!

First 200 Kids (15 & Under) Receive Free Ice Fishing Gear With Valid Ticket!

MANY DOOR PRIZES AWARDED THROUGHOUT THE CONTEST 
(MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN)

Over 
$3,000 

In 
Prizes

LUNCH AND REFRESHMENTS

ice fishing contest
If cancelled because of poor ice/weather, 
NO RESCHEDULE. Refunds upon request.

5 GRAND PRIZES: 
Two overnight fish house rental for 4 people on Upper Red Lake!

Donated by JR’s Corner Access. Sign up at the lake. Must be present to win.

.M. • KRAEMER LAKE
Tickets: $15 Advanced (Until 6 p.m., Feb. 16)

 (13 & under) Advanced & at the Lake

wo Categories: Game and Pan Fish

ental for 4 people on Upper Red Lake!

Donated by the St. Joseph Rod & Gun Club:

(1) Clam Big Foot XL Ice House
(1) Clam Kenai Pro Thermal
(2) HT Polar Fire XT Power Ice Auger

3rd SATURDAY

Tickets Available at Stop Light Bait, St. Cloud; Super America, Cold Spring; Holiday Gas Station, St. Joseph;
American Legion, St. Joseph; St. Joseph Liquor Shoppe; Kiess Bros Shell Gas & Bait, Cold Spring;

If any readers have tips con-
cerning crimes, they should call 
the Sartell Police Department at 
251-8186 or Tri-County Crime 
Stoppers at 255-1301 or access its 
tip site at www.tricountycrimes-
toppers.org. Crime Stoppers offers 
rewards up to $1,000 for infor-
mation leading to the arrest and 
conviction of those responsible for 
crimes.

Jan. 24
10:30 p.m. Traffic stop. Riv-

erside Avenue S. and Heritage 
Drive. While on patrol on River-
side Avenue from Minnesota Hwy. 
15 an officer observed a vehicle 
traveling directly in front of him. 
This vehicle didn’t have a func-
tioning license-plate light. The 
officer stopped the vehicle and 
identified the driver by his Minne-
sota ID card. The man explained 
he had just moved and hadn’t had 
time to get a license. The driver 
was cited for driving without a 
valid Minnesota license and re-
leased. The vehicle was released 

to a valid driver.

 Jan. 25
1:48 p.m. Warrant arrest. Hi-

Vue Drive. An officer was con-
ducting a followup at a residence 
on an unrelated call. The officer 
knocked on the door and a woman 
answered. The officer explained 
why she was present at the resi-
dence and the woman provided 
ID. Upon running the ID, the offi-
cer learned she had a warrant out 
for her arrest. This warrant was 
for falsely identifying herself to a 
peace officer. The woman said she 
was unaware she had a warrant but 
did admit to falsifying her name to 
another police officer. The warrant 
was confirmed through dispatch 
and then the woman was taken 
into custody without incident.

Jan. 26
11:27 p.m. Traffic stop. Pine-

cone Road S. and Troop Drive. 
While on patrol on CR 120 ap-
proaching the intersection of Pine-
cone Road S., an officer observed 

a vehicle make lane changes with-
out using a signal. The officer 
stopped the vehicle for the driving 
conduct. The driver provided the 
officer with an instructional per-
mit. Because there was no valid 
driver in the vehicle, the officer 
issued the driver a citation for 
driving without a license. She was 
verbally warned for the illegal lane 
changes. A valid driver arrived on 
scene and took possession of the 
vehicle.

Jan. 27
7 p.m. Shoplifter. 21 CR 120. 

Officers were dispatched for a 
report of a shoplifter at Walmart. 
Officers located a woman in the 
Walmart Loss Prevention Office. 
The woman admitted to stealing 
a Mountain Dew and a candy bar. 
Upon running the woman’s ID, of-
ficers discovered the woman had 
a misdemeanor warrant out for 
her arrest. The woman admitted 
to knowing about the warrant and 
was taken into custody. She was 
taken to Stearns County Jail with-

out incident.

Jan. 28
5:25 p.m. Medical. An officer 

was dispatched to first respond to 
a report of a 9-year-old boy who 
had a high temperature and was 
hyperventilating. Officers arrived 
on scene and located the patient. 
He had a temperature of 104 de-
grees F. and had been diagnosed 
with influenza A. The officer pro-
vided oxygen and received a med-
ical history from the mother. Gold 
Cross Ambulance arrived on scene 
and transported the child to St. 
Cloud Hospital.

Jan. 29
9:49 a.m. Vehicle crash. Heri-

tage Drive and Huntington Drive. 
An officer was dispatched for a 
single-vehicle crash involving no 
injuries. When the officer arrived, 
a sport-utility vehicle was in the 
ditch. The officer confirmed with 
the female driver that she was un-
injured and asked what happened. 
The driver said she was traveling 

east on Heritage Road and went 
off the road because the sun was 
in her eyes. The woman’s vehicle 
struck a fire hydrant during the 
accident. Andy’s Towing removed 
the vehicle from the ditch. City 
maintenance was dispatched to fix 
the broken hydrant.

Jan. 30
5:10 p.m. Intoxicated person. 

21 CR 120. Officers were dis-
patched for a report of an intoxi-
cated man in the Walmart parking 
lot who had urinated on himself. 
Officers arrived and found the 
man in the backseat of his vehicle. 
The keys were not in the ignition 
and the vehicle was cold to the 
touch. The man showed immedi-
ate signs of impairment and was 
unable to provide officers with 
the name and number of someone 
who could pick him up. The man’s 
breath sample indicated he was 
twice the legal limit. The man was 
transported to the St. Cloud detox 
center.

Blotter

Obituary
Darlene Ann Bechtold

St. Joseph, MN
Jan. 3, 1940-Feb. 5, 2018

Darlene Ann 
Bechtold, 78, of St. 
Joseph died Feb. 5 
at St. Cloud Hos-
pital as a result of 
a traumatic stroke 
suffered on Sun-
day. Her funeral will be held at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 10 in 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 
12 W. Minnesota St., St. Joseph. 
The Rev. Jerome Tupa, OSB, will 
officiate. Burial will be in the 
parish cemetery. Friends may 
call on Friday between 4-8 p.m. 

and on Saturday after 9 a.m. at 
St. Joseph Heritage Hall in St. 
Joseph.

Bechtold was very active 
in her church and school. She 
loved children, but will always 
be remembered for her love of 
her husband and her family.

Bechtold was born Jan. 3, 
1940, to Peter and Agnes (Zim-
mer) Kosel. She married Herbert 
Bechtold on May 7, 1960, at 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in 
St. Joseph. Darlene lived in St. 
Joseph most of her life where 
she provided day-care services 
for 28 years for many children. 
Grandma Darlene was a foster 
grandparent at Kennedy School 
for 12 years. She was a member 

of St. Joseph Catholic Church 
and senior citizens. Darlene was 
a member of St. Joseph TOPS for 
33 years.

Survivors include the follow-
ing: her husband Herb; children, 
Brian Bechtold (Kirsten) Sartell; 
Bruce Bechtold (Pat) St. Joseph; 
Bradley Bechtold (Jane) Sauk 
Rapids; daughter-in-law Nicole 
Bechtold, Holdingford; grand-
children, Brianna (Al Flannigan), 
Spencer, Tanner (Kia Grindland), 
Samuel (Carrie), Mary (Blake 
Bellefeuille), Ted, Kate, Kelly, 
Amy Gans (John); great-grand-
child Cameron; sister, Karen 
Schloemer, Baxter; and brother, 
Kevin Kosel, St. Joseph.

She was preceded in death by 

her parents, son Brent Bechtold 
on Aug. 16, 2017, sister and in-
laws Kathy Seifert and Al Seifert, 
and Gerald Schloemer.

Memorials are preferred.
The family would like to 

thank the employees at “The 
Club,” St. Joseph Rescue Squad, 
Gold Cross Ambulance and the 
staff at St. Cloud Hospital for the 
care given to Darlene. Also, the 
family appreciates her special 
friends at the St. Joseph Police 
Department.
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NEXT WEEK!
FOREVER

ELVIS:
THE SPIRIT 

LIVES

WED, FEB 14
1:30 & 7:00

$17-$19

GEAR 
DADDIES
FRI, FEB 16 

7:30
$18-$21

LOVE IS
A ROSE:

A TRIBUTE TO
LINDA 

RONSTADT
SAT, FEB 17

7:30
$21-$23

NEXT WEEK!NEXT WEEK!

Valentine’s Day
Couples Special

2 ADULT BUFFET

for only
$30

2 GLASSES OF WINE

Cannot be combined with other offers.
Only valid on Feb. 14, 2018, Valentineʼs Day.
1004 Division St., Waite Park  •  320-255-5588

WITH

151 19th St. S., Ste. B • Sartell
320-229-2233

www.welchdentalcare.com

Providing Great Family Dental Care
We’re here to serve you!

The must dos for couples saying ‘I do’ in 2018
by Vicki Ikeogu
news@thenewsleaders.com

For anyone planning a wedding, 
there are a lot of decisions – and 
money – involved in tying the knot.

In a Feb. 2, 2017, report by on-
line wedding resource and market-
place website The Knot, the average 
American couple dropped $35,329 
on their wedding in 2015 with the 
majority of the cost coming from 
the venue (about 46 percent) with 
the engagement ring and reception 
entertainment a distant second and 
third.

That is up 8 percent from the 
2015 average wedding cost of 

$32,641.
Closer to home, The Knot esti-

mates Minnesota brides and grooms 
can anticipate spending roughly 
$27,000 on their big day. For cen-
tral Minnesota brides, that cost is 
slightly less, at $26,720, according 
to research company The Wedding 
Report.

Costs aside – and yes, it is hard 
to ignore the staggering price tag – 
2018 is set to usher in familiar blasts 
from the past (think 1980s) but with 
a rustic chic feel.

Local vendors are ready to oblige.

Venues
Location. Location. Location.

Whether the 
guest list is a few 
dozen to a few 
hundred, finding 
the perfect place 
to host the recep-
tion – and often 
the ceremony 
along with it – is 
critical for cou-
ples.

“People are 
looking for a 
facility to host 
the entire day 
of events,” said 
Randy Schmitz, 
owner of St. Jo-

seph’s Rolling Ridge Wedding & 
Event Center. “They want to show 
up and not have to leave the proper-
ty until the day is over.”

A one-stop-shop mentality is 
what keeps venues such as The 
Grands at Mulligans in Sartell busy.

“The biggest trend changes we 
have seen in the last couple of years 
has been couples moving away from 
wanting to plan every single detail 
of their wedding,” said owner Jason 
Becker. “Venues get one shot to help 
these couples put on the wedding 
they deserve, so having a venue 
with experience means everything.”

And having the flexibility to cus-
tomize the space to each couple is 
important.

“People kind of like a little more 
of a blank slate,” said Jessica Reiter, 
director of events and catering at the 
Gorecki Center on the College of St. 
Benedict campus. “They want to be 
able to come in and transform the 
space to make it look the way they 
want. We do make some recom-
mendations, but they have a vision 
of what they want and we try to 
accommodate it.”

Friday weddings have been 
growing in popularity. But Saturday 
weddings, at least for the Gorecki 
Center, remain king.

So that makes booking a location 
early a must.

“Booking your venue should be 
your first priority when it comes to 
planning a wedding,” Reiter said. 
“Get your venue and ceremony lo-
cation secured early.”

The Wedding Report’s average 
venue, food, beverage and reception 
rentals cost in central Minnesota: 
$10,251.

Catering
The “I dos” are done. Let’s eat.
“There will always be three 

things people remember about wed-
dings,” Becker said. “The ceremony, 
the food and the dance.”

For caterers such as Byron Bjork-
lund, owner of St. Cloud’s Custom 
Catering by Short Stop, the food is 
what can really bring out the per-
sonality of the couple.

“It’s about the whole presenta-
tion,” he said.

Custom Catering Event Planner 
Tracy Zwilling said being plain is 
just not an option.

“We want to make sure the food 
is delicious,” she said. “That it’s not 
standard. We don’t want to serve 
plain salads and entrees.”

Unique items such as imported 
sausages, figs, pickles, jellies, chees-

es and crackers have become more 
common hors d’oeuvres.

“We like to use a lot of edible 
flowers and unique greens,” Bjork-
lund said. “Our plates really mimic 
that fresh-to-table look.”

Bjorklund said most clients opt 
for a modified buffet – the salad is 
served family style at the table and 
guests use a buffet line for their 
meal.

“We take our inspiration (for ca-
tering) from the bride and groom,” 
he said. 

Bjorklund recommends booking 
the caterer early. Tastings should be 
scheduled about three to six months 
in advance of the wedding.

The Knot’s average catering cost 
per person across the nation: $71. 
Central Minnesota numbers were not 
provided.

Cakes
Wedding cakes: They aren’t 

gone, but it’s definitely not the main 
option for brides.

Lynn Schurman, owner of Cold 
Spring Bakery, said couples mix it 
up when it comes to desserts.

“More people are looking at mini 
desserts and cheesecakes,” she said. 
“We’ve done a ton of weddings with 
doughnuts and doughnut balls, pies 
and brownies.”

Cake smashing used to be the 
only real interaction people – OK, 
the bride and groom – had with 
desserts. Today, Schurman said, des-
serts – both the display and the 
eating – are taking on a more social 
flair.

“It used to be you just had the 
cake sit there until it was plated,” 
she said. “Now, you have fun things 
like skewers for doughnuts, a coffee 
area filled with different flavors to 
get people up and interacting with 

contributed photo

A sample plate prepared by chefs at The Grands at Mulligans in Sartell.
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We’re here to serve you!
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SWIM SCHOOL

SWIM LESSONS

Located at Pine Cone Marketplace
1733 Pine Cone Road S., Suite 100 • Sartell

320-230-6633 • info@jacksplashswimschool.com
www.jacksplashswimschool.com

Now accepting winter registrations!

Age-specific lessons • Small class sizes
Dedicated adult instructors

5
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As you may have guessed, I am passionate about Dry Eye 
treatment. I head up a Dry Eye clinic at Insight Eye Care, where  
we take special care to take a thorough history and determine  
the best treatment plan for each patient. We then follow up  
with our patients and modify treatments as needed since  
each patient’s dry eye is unique. I am excited that there are  
so many emerging options for dry eye patients, especially  
really dif�cult cases. Ask us today about your symptoms.  
I don’t suffer from dry eye, but tired eyes, chasing two kiddos. 

Schedule your appointment with

“I have two adopted children from 
Ethiopia, and there wasn’t a ‘dry eye’ in 

the house when we brought them home.”
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each patient’s dry eye is unique. I am excited that there are 
so many emerging options for dry eye patients, especially 
really dif�cult cases. Ask us today about your symptoms. 
I don’t suffer from dry eye, but tired eyes, chasing two kiddos. 

Schedule your appointment with
Anna E. Malikowski, O.D.

insighteyecare.us
St. Cloud Becker Paynesville
320-253-0365 763-244-1700 320-204-6400

Stay connected.
Spacious (1,500-square-foot) two-bedroom basement 
apartment with above-ground windows, chef’s kitchen, 

private backyard, on-site laundry, downtown St. Joseph.
Within walking distance of EVERYthing.

Utilities - additional $250/month. Non-smokers only.

Call Colin at 320-493-9212

FOR RENT
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY - $900

Special Education 
Paraprofessional

Starting range: 
$12.73 - 
plus benefits. 

No evenings 
or weekends. 

Contact Cindy 
at Benton-Stearns 
Education District 
#6383-Voyagers 

Program  
320-253-8940.

$17.97 

The monastery’s Whitby Gift Shop will debut its new, re-
imagined look at our grand re-opening! Stop by to scope 

out deals at our bargain table, purchase handmade items 
made by the sisters, enjoy some refreshments and win door 

prizes! The gallery is now home to an eclectic collection of 
art either created by the sisters or selected from the sisters’ 

heritage collection. Most are available to purchase. 

Friday, February 16 | 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Grand Re-Opening!

For more information, call (320) 363-7113 or (320) 363-7100.

We will also be open Saturday, February 17, from 10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Regular Hours
Tuesday – Friday: 12 – 4 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Closed Sunday and Monday

18
Live Band | Silent Auction | Cash Bar | Food | Dance Lessons

photo by Vicki Ikeogu

Paul Middlestaedt, owner of Advent Imaging, talks to prospec-
tive clients in front of his display at the St. Cloud Wedding Expo 
in January.
each other.”

As for the cake, fondant is being 
overtaken by buttercream frosting, 
carrot and red velvet are gaining 
in popularity and fruit fillings are 
becoming more mainstream.

“Some are still wanting the vin-
tage designs on their cakes, but 
many more are looking for a sleek, 
minimalist(ically)-decorated look,” 
Schurman said. “Typically that in-
volves one big splash of a decorative 
element like a flower.”

The Knot’s average wedding cake 
cost across the nation: $582. Central 
Minnesota numbers were not pro-
vided.

Dresses/tuxes
Forget white. Brides in 2018 are 

wanting some color in their gowns.
Jennifer Morrison, owner of 

Wedding & Tuxedo Connection in 
Richmond, said brides are opting 
for various shades of light gold and 
champagne for their dresses.

“And we are seeing a lot more intri-
cate details on dresses too,” she said, 
“detailed embroidery and beadwork 
– something to capture the unique-
ness of the gown.”

Illusion necklines and backs – 
which involve a sheer panel of 

fabric, often detailed with lace and/
or beadwork that’s attached to the 
body of the dress – have been popu-
lar choices as well.

“And we are starting to see little 
pops of the ‘80s,” Morrison said. 
“We are seeing trains with lace in-
lays and bows.”

The average cost for a bridal 
dress at Wedding & Tuxedo Con-
nection runs between $1,200 and 
$1,800.

For bridesmaid dresses, Morrison 
has found more and more brides 
shying away from the “matchy-
matchy” days of old.

“Brides are wanting to find dress-
es for their girls that are comple-
mentary and flattering,” she said. 
“So what’s been popular is the girls 
will have the same color or hue and 
then find different styles of dresses.”

And with the guys, navy is clear-
ly the favorite color when it comes 
to menswear.

“But other colors like burgundy, 
your teals, your wines and your 
charcoals are also popular,” Morri-
son said.

Morrison’s advice to brides in the 
market for a gown is to order early.

“Ordering takes time,” she said. 
“On average it can take about six 

to eight months for a bridal gown 
and three to four months for brides-
maids’ dresses.”

The Wedding Report’s average 
bridal gown and dress accessories 
cost is $1,411 and tuxedo and tuxedo 
accessories cost in central Minnesota 
is $304.

Hair
You can’t get rid of the 1980s 

that fast.
St. Cloud-based Mantra Salon 

and Spa’s Wedding Coordinator Ka-
tie Hennen said brides are channel-
ing the super high updo’, a flash-
back to the decade of big hair.

“Brides are looking for a very 
clean, yet modern take on the ‘80s,” 
she said. 

“We ask that brides start working 
with a stylist at least six months in 
advance of their wedding,” Hennen 
said.”

The Wedding Report’s average 

bride beauty and spa – which in-
cludes hair, make-up, manicure and 
pedicure – cost in central Minnesota: 
$151.

Invites
Glitter. Sparkle. Pockets for add-

ed information.
These are the common requests 

LeRae Rengel, wedding specialist 
and owner of St. Cloud’s Rengel 
Printing Co., said she receives when 
couples come in searching for wed-
ding invitations.

“Shabby chic is what’s in right 
now,” Rengel said. “Lots of browns, 
neutrals and lace.”

Rengel said brides are looking for 
that added bling, but are often get-

ting that sparkle with paper options 
instead of embellishments.

“Less is really more when it 
comes to invitations,” she said.

Rengel said brides and grooms 
are also spending more on enve-
lopes to help their invitations stand 
out more in the mailbox.

“People get a lot of junk mail, 
so you want to have it stand out,” 
she said.

Rengel recommends couples 
send out their invitations about 
eight to 12 weeks in advance of the 
big day, six to eight weeks early if 
save-the-dates were sent out.

The Wedding Report’s average 
printing cost in central Minnesota: 
$1,086.
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OpinionOpinion
Our View

Connor 
Kockler
Guest Writer

Fall election looms
over legislative session

The Minnesota Legislature reconvenes on Feb. 20 
for a three-month election-year session.

With a wide-open governor’s race and control of 
the state House of Representatives on the line, the 
November election will drive the debate.

Kicking off the action, Gov. Mark Dayton pro-
posed a $1.5-billion bonding bill for more than 218 
public-works projects across the state.

Later this month, legislators will be presented 
with an updated budget and revenue. The last 
forecast, released in November, showed a deficit of 
$188 million for fiscal years 2018-19. Republicans 
and Democrats pointed out that recent changes to 
federal tax law (Minnesota bases how much state 
income tax you pay on your federal tax return) 
and the recently renewed funding of the Childhood 
Health Insurance Program will change the estimate 
expected to be announced as the legislators return 
to St. Paul.

When the forecast was released in November, 
DFLers blamed the Republicans for cutting taxes too 
much and Republicans blamed the Democrats for 
spending too much. What a surprise.

Republicans are raising a fuss about the troubled 
rollout of Minnesota’s new $93-million computer 
system for vehicle titles and registrations, known as 
MNLARS. It will take $43 million to fix the program 
ahead of a summer launch.

Rep. Jeff Howe who represents the St. Joseph 
area, called the situation an “enormous mess.”

“The state workers heading up implementation 
of MNLARS are seemingly being asked to accom-
plish something that’s outside of their skill set. We 
would be better off putting this task in the hands 
of people who have previous experience managing 
massive IT projects such as this, allowing Minnesota 
IT to put its focus back on running maintenance and 
security,” Howe wrote in a message to constituents.

The additional money should fix problems with 
vehicle registrations, a backlog of unprocessed titles 
and issues with vanity plates.

The governor’s public-works plan invests in 
higher education, fixes state buildings, funds afford-
able housing and repairs clean-water infrastructure.

The proposal includes $541 million for University 
of Minnesota and the Minnesota State campuses. In 
this area, there’s a total of $3.6 million set aside for 
St. Cloud State University and St. Cloud Community 
& Technical College.

Expansion and upgrades at the St. Cloud armory 
would cost $4.45 million and repairs at the St. Cloud 
prison would cost $16 million.

And there’s one more layer to the Capitol chess 
game – control of the state Senate. The Republicans 
hold a 34- to 32-seat advantage right now. A Ramsey 
County District Court judge will decide if Michelle 
Fischbach can be lieutenant governor and president 
of the Senate at the same time. And if a DFLer wins 
a Feb. 12 special election to replace Dan Schoen, 
a Democrat who resigned after sexual harassment 
claims, then the Senate would be split 34-33. If the 
DFL wins the lieutenant governor case in court, the 
split would be 33-33 pending an election to replace 
Fischbach.

As you’re watching the legislative action in St. 
Paul this spring, keep an eye on the state House and 
governor races to really understand what’s going on.

It comes around every year, and 
now it has come and gone again. 
The Super Bowl, arguably one of 
the world’s largest sporting events, 
took place last Sunday between two 
heavyweight competitors, the New 
England Patriots and the Philadelphia 
Eagles. Like last year, it was a race to 
the finish, with the outcome hanging 
on a thread to the very end.

Dealing with the loss of their star 
quarterback Carson Wentz, the Phila-
delphia Eagles managed to battle 
their way through the playoffs to 
reach this point, including a disap-
pointing win over our own Minnesota 
Vikings. The Patriots breezed through 
the playoffs comparatively, dispatch-
ing the Tennessee Titans and scraping 
by the Jacksonville Jaguars.

The stage was set for a strong 
matchup – the two conference lead-
ers, set for a grudge match for the 
ultimate prize. So the narrative goes 
anyway. The game was exciting and 
close, though in my opinion still 
stretching to justify the astronomical 
cost of tickets to be there in person. 
It was bittersweet for us as Minnesota 
fans, not only to see the team that 
beat us in the NFC Championship go 
on to win the whole thing, especially 
after what we saw about how our 
fans in “The City of Brotherly Love” 
were treated. It just seems ironic the 
big game went down in our very own 

U.S. Bank Stadium.
Not that it deterred us from put-

ting on a great show for the nation in 
Minneapolis. The host committee did 
an amazing job, and I was really im-
pressed by how smoothly everything 
went. The weather even decided to 
give our visitors a proper sub-zero 
welcome.

Now all the pomp and circum-
stance is over, it gives us pause to 
consider next year. Besides our disap-
pointing game against the Eagles a 
few weeks ago, the Vikings put on 
one of their most standout seasons 
since 2009 with Brett Favre. People 
were engaged and inspired; “Skol 
chants” became a regular occurrence.

Not to mention one of the most 
unforgettable plays of all time, the 
“Minneapolis Miracle” as it has now 
been immortalized. That one play I 
believe captured the essence of what 
Minnesota Vikings fans have felt for 
a long time. It always seems like the 
odds are stacked against us, that the 
luck and elation is on the other side. 
This year, we got a taste of what the 

ultimate win could feel like.
We should remember, though, our 

future for the next year is bright. Our 
great run doesn’t have to stop here. 
Our team still has great players and 
potential, and next year could be the 
one where it all comes together. The 
important thing is we continue to 
support our team, and cheer them on 
through it all. That is what I admire 
so much about our state and our fans. 
The Vikings do well some years, and 
do poorly in others, but we’re still 
behind them. We rejoice in victories 
and agonize in defeats, but we do 
it together, knowing the experience 
and the companionship are all that 
matters.

That’s what football and really all 
other sports are about. Putting aside 
our worries and putting our collec-
tive hopes on a group of athletes 
working to represent us and carrying 
the dreams and memories of mil-
lions with every play. It’s an escape 
from the mundane and a trip into 
the surreal and the extraordinary. For 
now our goal of a Super Bowl win 
might have been dashed, but I know 
someday, that team celebrating victo-
riously on the field will be ours. We 
just don’t know yet when that will be.

Connor Kockler is a Sauk Rapids-Rice 
High School student. He enjoys writing, 
politics and news, among other interests.

With Super Bowl over, Vikings spirit lives on

With the building of two new pub-
lic high schools in the area, it’s going 
to be an exciting 18 months for stu-
dents, parents – and taxpayers.

Never mind the beams and bricks 
rising in the farm fields of Sartell 
and St. Cloud. Take a look at the 
“flythroughs” on the school districts’ 
websites to get a real feel for what’s 
going on.

The two schools look like the cam-
puses of Apple or Google with large 
windows, lots of light and attention to 
the surrounding landscapes.

The new schools, according to plan-
ners, will be open, flexible, dynamic 
and interactive. Those words also 
describe today’s high-tech, successful 
businesses.

Leaders in both school districts 
talk of interconnected classrooms and 
“learning neighborhoods.”

The new schools don’t hold long 
halls of boxy, identical classrooms.

Sartell’s $89.5-million school is the 
third high school in the district’s 50-

New schools will be inspiring spaces
Mike 

Knaak
Editor

The Newsleaders 
P.O. Box 324 

St. Joseph, MN 56374

Email: news@thenewsleaders.com

Please include your full name for publication (and address and phone number for verification only).

year history. The $104.5-million St. 
Cloud Tech replaces a school in down-
town St. Cloud that dates to 1917.

I graduated from Tech in 1972. 
Before enforcing fire codes and re-
modeling, it was a beautiful building 
of wood trim, high ceilings and grand 
open stairways. When I visited last 
summer, what I saw was sad. School 
leaders had done their best to create 
a place for imagination and learning, 
but the cold, institutional feel was 
still there.

Both new schools are in wide-open 
country settings.

Here’s what the designers of the 
new St. Cloud Tech, under construc-
tion in southwest St. Cloud, say:  “As 

students and visitors move through 
the school, the journey evokes a sense 
of discovery, exposing students to dif-
ferent hands-on and innovative expe-
riences while always being connected 
to nature and the outdoors.”

The most important “building,” 
though, is building classes and pro-
grams to foster collaboration and co-
operation that live up to the grand 
spaces.

Students, teachers and administra-
tors are certainly involved now with 
those tasks.

We need to keep a close eye on 
how the new schools will be used, 
not just what they will look like. Let’s 
hold school leaders accountable.

Even if you don’t have school-
aged children, we all pay taxes, but 
more importantly, we’ll depend on 
the young adults educated there to be 
civic and business leaders.

Those students need to live up to 
the inspiring designs of the builders 
and architects.
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   ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 

Call us first. Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose adoptive family of 
your choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047. (MCN)

 
AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive 

maximum value of write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

 
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO 

HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. 1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

 
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition Ve-

hicle, 2002 and Newer. Competitive Offer! Nationwide 
FREE Pick Up! Call Now For a Free Quote! 888-366-
5659! (MCN)

 
CABLE/INTERNET
DISH Network. 190+ Channels. FREE Install. 

FREE Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24 months) 
Add High Speed Internet - $14.95 (where avail.) CALL 
Today & SAVE 25%! 1-855-434-0020 (MCN)

 
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice 

for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed No contract or 
commitment. More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-855-577-7502  (MCN)

 
Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high speed 

broadband satellite internet anywhere in the U.S. Order 
now and save $100.  Plans start at $39.99/month.  Call 
1-800-712-9365 (MCN)

 
SAVE on internet and TV bundles!Order the 

best exclusive cable and satellite deals in your area! 
If eligible, get up to $300 in Visa Gift Cards. CALL 

NOW! 1-800-925-0146 (MCN)
 
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As 14.95/

month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

 
DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now - Get NFL Sun-

day Ticket for FREE! Every Game. Every Sunday. 
CHOICE- All-Included Package. Over 185 Channels. 
$60/month (for 12 Months.) CALL 1- 844-245-2232 
(MCN)

 
CABLE INTERNET Phone $29.99 each! No 

one beats our prices! Bundle and save huge now! Only 
$29.99 each! We are your local installers! Hurry, Call 
Now offer ends soon! 1-888-858-0262 (MCN)

 
Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of cable 

and get DIRECTV!  You may also qualify to receive 
$100 VISA gift card when you sign up today - Limited 
time Only. CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

 
Stop paying too much for cable,and get DISH 

today.  Call  855-589-1962 to learn more about our 
special offers! (MCN)

 
DISH Network Satellite Television Service. Now 

Over 190 channels for ONLY $49.99/mo! FREE Instal-
lation, FREE Streaming, FREE HD.Add Internet for 
$14.95 a month. 1-800-732-9635 (MCN)

 
EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  Page Publishing 

will help you self-publish your own book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call now: 
855-623-8796 (MCN)

 
CLASS A TRUCK DRIVER. North Central 

region. Earn up to $70,000. No touch freight. Good 
benefits. All mile paid. Nice equipment. 2 years experi-
ence needed. Call 507-437-9905. Apply on-line WWW.
MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

 
FINANCIAL
Buying a home and need a mortgage?Or, have 

a home and want to lower your monthly fees and re-
finance? Getting a mortgage is quicker and easier than 
ever. Call now! 855-715-4721 (MCN)

 
CryptoCurrency Investing. Send $2.00 for Re-

port to: Crypto Mitch, C/O Crypto News Report, 2901 
Clint Moore Road, POB 211, Boca Raton FL 33434. 
Enclose Name & Email For Report. (MCN)

 
Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 24-48 

months. Pay a fraction of what you owe.  A+ BBB rated. 

Call National Debt Relief 855-995-1557. (MCN)
 
Are you in Debt? Get help now with a 30 minute 

Phone debt analysis. Mon-Fri 9:00 am to 8:00 pm, Sat: 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm. All eastern time. 1-888-306-0480.
(MCN)

 
FOR SALE
FRUIT & NUT TREES From $15. Blueber-

ry, Strawberry, Grape, Asparagus, Evergreen & Hard-
wood Plants & MORE! FREE Catalog. WOODSTOCK 
NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95, Neillsville, WI 54456. 
Toll Free 888-803-8733 wallace-woodstock.com (MCN)

 
Trailer Sale! Close-out on 4-place drive-on/

drive-off snowmobile trailers; Triton 2-place enclosed 
snowmobile trailers; CM horse & livestock trailers 
(FREE SPARE); 2018 6’X12’ V-nose, ramp door cargo 
$2,780.00; 500 & 900 gallon fuel trailers $6,299.00 & 
up;; 515-972-4554 or www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com 
for info & prices! (MCN)

 
HEALTH & MEDICAL
Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions! 

SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and International 
pharmacy, compare prices and get $25.00 OFF your 
first prescription! CALL 888-438-6461 Promo Code 
CDC201725 (MCN)

 
OXYGEN- Anytime.  Anywhere. No tanks to 

refill. No deliveries. The  All-New Inogen One G4 is 
only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit: 844-
852-7448 (MCN)

 
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? 

Get a pain-relieving brace at little or NO cost to you. 
Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-
604-2613 (MCN)

 
Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or Asbestos Lung 

Cancer? If so, you and your family may be entitled to a 
substantial financial award. We can help you get cash 
quick! Call 24/7: 866-924-0504 (MCN)

 
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to 

refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen One G4 is 
only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit. Call 
844-550-4772  (MCN)

 A PLACE FOR MOM. The nations’ largest 
senior living referral service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is FREE. No obligation. 
CALL 888-894-7038(MCN)

 
Denied Credit?? Work to Repair Your Credit 

Report With The Trusted Leader in Credit Repair. 
Call Lexington Law for a FREE credit report summary 
& credit repair consultation. 888-501-3159. John C. 
Heath, Attorney at Law, PLLC, dba Lexington Law 
Firm.(MCN)

 
Bathe safely and stay in the home you love with 

the #1 selling Walk-in Tub in North America. For an in-
home appointment, call: 844--583-9021. (MCN)

 
Medicare doesn’t cover all of your medical ex-

penses.  A Medicare Supplemental Plan can help cover 
costs that Medicare does not.  Get a free quote today 
by calling now. ”Hours: 24/7. 1-800-854-6494 (MCN)

 
Do you have chronic knee or back pain? If you 

have insurance, you may qualify for the perfect brace 
at little to no cost. Get yours today! 1-800-869-0947 
(MCN)

 
HOME IMPROVEMENT
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-

tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement needs! 
Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural Repairs, Humidity 
and Mold Control. FREE ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-
640-8195 (MCN)

 
Water Damage in your Home? Call now for a 

free, fast quote. Insurance approved. Help restore your 
piece of mind! 866-865-1875 (MCN)

 
SAVE THOUSANDS ON SURPRISE COSTLY 

HOME REPAIRS!! With Nations Home Warranty we 
pay 100% of covered Home repairs! CALL FOR A 
FREE QUOTE TODAY!! 888-925-8106 (MCN)

 
Leaky Faucet? Broken toilet?Call NOW and 

get the best deals with your local plumbers. No hassle 
appointment setup. Call NOW! 866-865-1875 (MCN)

 
Got Mold- or think you might have it? Mold can 

be hazardous to you and your family’s health! Get rid 
of it now! Call our experts and get a quote today! 855-

398-7133(MCN)
 
Do you have chronic knee or back pain? If you 

have insurance, you may qualify for the perfect brace 
at little to no cost. Get yours today! 1-800-869-0947 
(MCN)

 
MISCELLANEOUS
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest 

senior living referral service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-855-811-8392 (MCN)

 
Moving out of state?  Best Interstate Moving and 

Storage offers a FREE Quote and A Price Plus Promise. 
Call 855-428-6241 Now! (MCN)

 
Paying too much for car insurance?Not sure? 

Want better coverage? Call now for a free quote and 
learn more today! 855-417-7382 (MCN)

 
Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving 

Company out of state move $799 Long Distance Movers 
Get Free quote on your Long distance move. 1-800-503-
6126 (MCN)

 
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to 

refill. No deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit. Call 888-572-4944. (MCN)

 
PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  No paid op-

erators, just real people like you.  Browse greetings, 
exchange messages and connect live.  Try it free.  Call 
now: 800-357-4970 (MCN)

 
Wanna flirt and have some fun?Livelinks in the 

best chatline for meeting real singles who know how 
to have a good time! Call Livelinks and make a real 
connection. 866-910-1044 (MCN)

 
REAL ESTATE
We BUY used manufactured homes,single wides 

and double wides. Call 641-672-2344 (MCN)
 
WANTED TO BUY
Want to purchase minerals and other oil/gas 

interests. Send details to: P.O. Box 13557, Denver CO 
80201(MCN)

Is your event listed? Send your 
information to:  Newsleader Calen-
dar, P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, Minn. 
56374; fax it to 320-363-4195; or, 
e-mail it to news@thenewsleaders.
com. Most events are listed at no 
cost. Those events are typically free 
or of minimal charge for people to 
attend. Some events, which have paid 
advertising in the Newsleaders, are 
also listed in the calendar and may 
charge more.

Friday, Feb. 9
Benton County Museum, 10 a.m.-

4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk Rapids. 
320-253-9614. mnbentonhistory.org.

Hike Hoppers is hosting a free 
month-long outdoor scavenger hunt. 
Park Blast will be from dawn to dusk 
through Feb. 28 at all Stearns County 
Parks. Visit hikehoppers.org for more 
information. 

Saturday, Feb. 10
Central Minnesota Chapter of 

the Federation of the Blind of Min-
nesota, 12:30 p.m., American Legion, 
17 Second Ave. N., Waite Park.

Sunday, Feb. 11
Project ASTRIDE’s Ninth Annu-

al Breakfast and Silent Auction, 9 
a.m.- 1 p.m., $8 for adults, $5 for 10 
and under and free for 2 and under. 
Moose Family Center (Moose Lodge) 
1300 Third St. N. Waite Park, 320-
250-9137.

Monday, Feb. 12
Benton County Museum, 10 a.m.-

4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk Rapids. 
320-253-9614. mnbentonhistory.org.

Lunch and cards, sponsored by 

Helping Hands Outreach, noon-2 p.m., 
Trobec’s Bar & Grill, 1 Central Ave. 
S., St. Stephen.  

Sauk Rapids City Council, 6 
p.m., council chambers, Sauk Rap-
ids Government Center, 250 Summit 
Ave. N. 320-258-5300. ci.sauk-rapids.
mn.us.

Sartell City Council, 6 p.m., Sar-
tell City Hall, 125 Pinecone Road N. 
320-253-2171. 

Rice City Council, 7 p.m., council 
chambers, Rice City Hall, 205 Main 
St. E. 320-393-2280.

Sauk Rapids Sportsmen’s Club, 
8 p.m., Molitor’s Quarry Grill and Bar, 
425-35th St. N.E., Sauk Rapids. 

Tuesday, Feb. 13
Sartell Chamber of Commerce, 

11:30 a.m., Waters Church, 1227 Pine-
cone Road. 320-258.6061. info@sar-
tellchamber.com.

Sartell Senior Connection weekly 
discussion group on Artificial Intel-
ligence, 1 p.m., Sartell Community 
Center 850-19th St. S., Sartell, 320-
253-4036 opt. 4. 

St. Stephen Planning Commis-
sion, 6:30 p.m. 2 Sixth Ave. SE. St. 
Stephen. 320-251-0964.

Sauk Rapids Lions Club, 6:30 
p.m., VFW, 901 N. Benton Drive, 
Sauk Rapids. e-clubhouse.org/sites/
saukrapidslionsmn.

Sauk Rapids Women of Today,  
7 p.m., VFW, 901 N. Benton Drive, 
Sauk Rapids. saukrapidswt@mnwt.
org.

Holistic Moms Network, 7-8:30 
p.m., Good Earth Co-op, 2010 Veter-
ans Drive, St. Cloud. 320-252-2489.

National Alliance on Mental 
Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Calvary Commu-

nity Church, 1200 Roosevelt Road, St. 
Cloud. 320-259-7101.

Wednesday, Feb. 14
Sauk Rapids Recreation Board, 

6 p.m., Public Works Building, 360 
Summit Ave. N., Sauk Rapids. 320-
258-5300. ci.sauk-rapids.mn.us.

Thursday, Feb. 15
Coffee and Conversation, featur-

ing SCSU Archivist Tom Steman, 9 
a.m., Sartell Community Center, 850-
19th St. S.

American Legion-Sartell, open to 
all veterans young and old, 6 p.m., 
Liquid Assets, 1091 Second St. S., No 
600, Sartell. john.denney@charter.net.

St. Cloud VA goes Red for Wom-
en, paint a mosaic in support of heart 
disease prevention, 6 p.m., St. Cloud 
VA Medical Center, 4801 Veterans 
Drive Bldg. 4, Room 129 St. Cloud. 
Contact Amber Willert at 320-252-
1670 ext. 6655 for more information. 

Great River Regional Coin Club, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Miller Auto Marine 
Sports Plaza, 2930 Second St. S., St. 
Cloud. 320-241-9229.

Friday, Feb. 16
Benton County Museum, 10 a.m.-

4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk Rapids. 
320-253-9614. mnbentonhistory.org.

St. Cloud Singles Club Dance, 8 
p.m.-midnight, American Legion, 17 
Second Ave. S., Waite Park. 320-339-
4533. stcloudsingles.net.

Saturday, Feb. 17
Community Meal, 11:30 a.m.-

12:45 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1107 Pinecone Road S., Sar-
tell.

Community Calendar PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF SARTELL, MINNESOTA

2018-2022 CAPITAL-IMPROVEMENT PLAN
AND NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE

CAPITAL-IMPROVEMENT BONDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the City Council of the City 
of Sartell, Minnesota (the “City”) 
will meet on Monday, Feb. 26, 
2018, at or after 6 p.m., at the City 
Hall in Sartell, Minnesota, in part 
to hold a public hearing concern-
ing (1) the issuance of general-ob-
ligation bonds (the “Bonds”) in an 
amount not to exceed $17,500,000 
to finance a new Public Safety fa-
cility and expansion and various 
capital improvements to the Public 
Works facility within the City; and 
(2) the proposal to adopt a cap-
ital-improvement plan for 2018 
through 2022 pursuant to Minne-
sota Statutes, Section 475.521.

All persons interested may appear 
and be heard at the time and place 
set forth above.

If a petition requesting a vote on 
the issuance of the Bonds, signed 
by voters equal to 5 percent of 
the votes cast in the City in the 
last general election, is filed with 
the city clerk within 30 days after 
the public hearing (i.e., by March 
26, 2018), the City may issue the 

Bonds only after obtaining ap-
proval of a majority of voters vot-
ing on the question at an election.

A copy of the plan is available for 
inspection in the City Clerk’s Of-
fice, City Hall, 125 Pinecone Road 
N., Sartell, Minn. 56377. Question 
or comments may be directed to 
the City Administrator’s Office at 
320-253-2171.

All interested persons may appear 
and be heard at the public hearing 
either orally or in writing, or may 
file written comments with the city 
clerk before the hearing.

Dated: Feb. 9, 2018

BY ORDER OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF SARTELL, 
MINNESOTA

/s/ Mary Degiovanni
City Clerk

Publish Feb. 9, 2018

Drive Carefully!
School is in Session

  FISH FRY FUNDRAISER!                   

Sponsored by: St. Joseph Rod and Gun Club

All-you-can-eat

      “It’s time to eat fish again!”

       Friday, Feb. 16 • 4:30-8 p.m.
          

American Legion of St. Joseph

           
$10.25 Adults • $7.50 Children (ages 6-10)

         (ages 5 and under FREE)
www.stjoerodandgunclub.org
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1698
Budweiser, 
Bud Light 
& Michelob 
Golden Draft 
Light
24 Pack 12 Oz. Cans

beerof themonth

wineof themonth

1798
Coors Light 
& Miller Lite
24 Pack 16 Oz. Cans

1198
Leinenkugel’s 
Craft Beer
12 Pack 12 Oz. 
Bottles Or Cans
All Available Types

1298
White Claw 
Variety Pack
12 Pack Cans

1198
Alaskan
12 Pack 12 Oz. Bottles
All Available Types

698

1498
Bota Box
3 Liter
All Available Types

898

798

998
Stella Rosa
750ml
Rosso, Moscato 
d’Asti, Black, 
Peach, Berry & Pink
$16.98 Black Lux

1598
Mumm Napa
750ml
Brut Prestige & 
Brut Rose

798

1298
Miller High Life
24 Pack 12 Oz. 
Cans Or Bottles
Regular Or Light

www.facebook.com/cobornsliquor

Come In
Liquor Is

OPEN!
8am - 10pm
Monday - Saturday

11am - 6pm
Sunday

Prices Effective
2/9/2018 thru 2/17/2018

NOW 
OPEN

7 DAYS
A WEEK!

14 Hands
750ml
Hot To Trot Red, Run Wild Red, 
Hot To Trot White, Riesling & 
Pinot Grigio
$8.98 Cabernet, Chardonnay, 
Merlot & Stampede Red 
Save Even More With 
$24 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 12 Bottle Purchase

Charles Smith
750ml
Kung Fu Girl Riseling, 
Eve Chardonnay & 
Velvet Devil Merlot 
Save Even More With 
$24 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 12 Bottle Purchase

Nobilo
750ml
Regional Collection 
Sauvignon Blanc
Save Even More With 
$24 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 12 Bottle Purchase

Estancia
750ml
All Available Types
Save Even More With 
$24 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 12 Bottle Purchase

021118co
b

Lq
rA

d
2032

1710 Pine Cone Road, Suite #100, Sartell • 320-258-4945

Delivery available thru 
CobornsDelivers.com

1498
Northern 
Peak Vodka
1.75 Liter

1298
Black Velvet
1.75 Liter

1898

1998

2498

Captain 
Morgan Rum 
Or Sailor 
Jerry Spiced 
Rum
1.75 Liter
Spiced, White 
& Silver Spiced

JJ Renfield 
8 Yr 
Canadian
1.75 Liter

1098

1898
Old Forester
750ml

1498
Kinky 
Liqueur
750ml
All Available Types

PURCHASE THIS ITEM AND SAVE
$200
ON YOUR 

NEXT VISIT!

PURCHASE THIS ITEM AND SAVE
$300
ON YOUR 

NEXT VISIT!

Mr Boston 
Five Star 
Brandy
1.75 Liter 
Save Even More With 
$3 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 1 Bottle Purchase

$7.98
After 

Rebate

Skyy Vodka
1.75 Liter
Save Even More With 
$12 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 2 Bottle Purchase

$12.98
After 

Rebate

contributed photo

A master of the rosemaling painting style, Suzanne Toftey of 
Sartell paints a wooden bowl. 

al, surprise, pleasure or – in some 
cases – mischievous grins.

The Tofteys’ artworks instantly 
indicate their lifetime togetherness 
in creating artworks – Suzanne as 
a painter, Jack as a whittler-carv-
er. Each perfectly complements 
the other.

Rosemaling
Suzanne is an award-winning 

master of rosemaling whose art 
works are cherished by collec-
tors in many countries. Rosemal-
ing, pronounced “rose-mahling,” 
is a form of decorative Norwe-
gian folk-art painting – usual-
ly on wooden objects – that is 
comprised of stylized flowers, 
scrollwork and other elements 
expressed colorfully in flowing, 
vine-like, swirling curlicues.

Norwegian to the core
Both Jack and Suzanne are 

Norwegian to the core, direct de-
scendants of Norwegians. She 
was born in New Ulm and grew 
up in Fairfax. He was born in Du-
luth and grew up in Grand Marais.

They met while both were stu-
dents at St. Olaf College where 
she was studying home econom-
ics, and he was majoring in phys-
ical education. After marriage, 
they lived in a number of places, 
including Osakis and St. Cloud, 
where Jack taught at South Ju-
nior High School and later at 
Tech High School where he was 
named activities director. After 

Jack retired, they moved to Isle, 
then back to the St. Cloud-Sartell 
area to be closer to their chil-
dren – Jeff, Jenni and Jill. They 
have eight grandchildren and one 
great-granddaughter.

In college, Jack took many 
classes to learn Norwegian. Su-
zanne, too, had always been fasci-
nated and drawn to all things Nor-
wegian, including its colorful folk 
art. Those fascinations, for both, 
led to their long-time hobby and 
profession of creating artworks.

A door
One day in the 1970s, the 

Tofteys’ front door needed refin-
ishing. A light bulb of an idea lit 
up in Suzanne’s mind. She had 
just read an article with photos 
about rosemaling in a magazine. 
Wouldn’t it be neat, she won-
dered, if she could do some rose-
maling on the door, a cheerful 
welcome for visitors?

And so she did. It turned out 
fine, but she realized she wanted 
to learn more, to paint better. 
She tried to teach herself. Later, 
she heard about classes at Ter-
race Mill, an arts-and-crafts center 
near Glenwood that hosts Scandi-
navian festivals. It’s a place where 
actual rosemaling artists directly 
from Norway would teach the art. 
Suzanne took classes with Inga 
Bjorg, who didn’t speak a word of 
English. But it didn’t matter. She 
and her students communicated 
very well through their art efforts: 
color, line, patterns and brush 
strokes.

Suzanne became so adept at 
rosemaling she began to enter 
contests, winning praise and priz-
es for her works. She had the hon-

or of having some of her creations 
displayed in the world-famous 
Vesterheim Museum in Decorah, 
Iowa, which is a kind of mecca 
for Norwegian art in America. 
She continued her learning at 
Vesterheim.

Suzanne has painted a variety 
of wooden objects, such as plates, 
bowls, serving platters, trunks, 
decorative tiles and, at times, 
even folk-type Biblical scenes 
in churches. One of her largest 
creations was a 52-inch wooden 
plate featuring an old barn scene 
with a grandfather, grandmother, 
lots of children and lots of goats 
– a swirl of family activity on a 
Norwegian farm. Many of her 
artworks were created for com-
missions by admiring customers.

Business
After Jack retired, the Tofteys  

heard from admirers of their art-
works that they should start a 
business, which they did, calling 
it “Suzanne’s Nordic Images.”

They attended many Scandina-
vian festivals, selling their works, 
signing autographs and meeting 
people enthralled by their art.

In Cloquet, Suzanne sold her 
designs to Berry Bergquist Im-
ports, including her paintings, 
which were reproduced on ce-
ramic tiles. Eventually, she signed 
a contract with a man in Norway, 
who also used her rosemaling de-
signs and paintings.

Earlier, right after retirement, 
the Tofteys moved to Isle, by Mille 
Lacs, where they started a mail-or-
der business, but it proved to be 
extremely hectic and time-con-
suming – taking orders, packing 
orders, sending orders from the 

post office.
“I think Jack was spending 

more time at the post office than 
he was at home,” said Suzanne, 
laughing. “It was so much work – 
the mail-order business.”

They were able to end it, 
thanks to the demand for the art 
through the two companies that 
buy the works and that send roy-
alty checks.

Genetic predisposition
Suzanne believes her Norwe-

gian heritage and her art skills 
were tailor-made and fit together 
like a glove.

Her father loved to cut silhou-
ettes of horses free-hand with 
scissors from pieces of paper. Her 
brother is an art teacher and one 
of her daughters is an art teacher 

in Dodge Center, Minnesota. “I 
would have loved to be an art 
teacher,” she said.

The Tofteys have enjoyed two 
trips to Norway. Because they are 
happy about their Norwegian her-
itage, both are sticklers for detail 
in their art.

“All of it’s in my head,” Su-
zanne said. “All the scenes, all 
the baked foods in the scenes, 
the stories, it’s all because of my 
Norwegian heritage. Everything, 
even the farm scenes, have to be 
completely authentic.”

And that partly explains why 
the Tofteys’ works delight so many 
people. One glance at them, and 
you know the work is the genuine 
article, perfection personified.

Toftey
from front page


