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It is a necessary, but dif-
ficult part of the job for AG 
Hout.

As program manager and 
continuum of care coordi-
nator for the Central Min-
nesota Housing Partnership, 
Hout and her team spend 
one day every year tracking 
down and compiling infor-
mation on those without a 
home.

Known as the point-in-
time count, trained staff 

spend one 
day, during 
the last 
10 days of 
J a n u a r y , 
t r a c k i n g 
down and 
l o g g i n g 
v a r i o u s 
character-
istics about those experi-
encing homelessness.

This year, that date was 
Jan. 24.

“We do the point-in-time 
count for several reasons,” 

Count illustrates current 
face of homelessness

Hout
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A memorial fundraiser 
dubbed Denim to Diamonds 
will raise money for Terebinth 
Refuge, an organization that is 
helping victims of sex traffick-
ing in central Minnesota.

The fundraiser will take place 
starting at 5 p.m. Saturday, 
March 10 at Grands at Mulli-
gans’ event center in Sartell.

The event will include a 
chicken dinner, a special chil-
dren’s meal, silent auction and 
live music by Justin & Jason 
Ploof of The Throwbacks.

Tickets can be purchased on-
line at www.WWBDinc.org.

This will be the fifth an-
nual memorial fundraiser of 
an organization named What 
Would Bri Do? It was named 
for BriAnna Kruzel, an 18-year-
old Sartell woman who died at 
home of natural causes Sept. 
28, 2013. Her parents, Tami 

and Randy Kruzel, along with 
family and friends, decided to 
start an annual fundraiser in 
BriAnna’s honor because she 
was an avid volunteer in so 
many causes, including her fa-
vorite – Big Brothers Big Sisters. 
What Would Bri Do has raised 
$32,000 for various organiza-
tions and individuals in recent 
years.

This year, the Kruzels decid-
ed to raise funds for Terebinth 
Refuge and the needs for its 
transitional-living house, which 
will open April 2 in Waite Park.

“BriAnna had a learning 
disability,” said her mother, 
Tami. “I really feel she would 
have been vulnerable to some 
kind of a social media pitch to 
befriend some guy who would 
do her harm. That’s because 
BriAnna loved and cared about 
everybody. And sex traffickers 
often use social media to trick 
young girls and women. For 
those reasons, we decided to 

Event to help victims of sex trafficking

contributed photo

Ever since her tragic, untimely, sudden death, BriAnna Kruzel 
(left) has inspired her mother, Tami, (right) and many others 
who organize a fundraiser every year in honor of her and her 
volunteerism and good deeds. The latest one will raise funds 
for Terebinth Refuge for its work with victims of sex-trafficking.

do this fundraiser for Terebinth 
Refuge.”

Kruzel said there are disturb-
ing headlines in local papers 
frequently about the horrors of 
sex trafficking. She and other 

members of What Would Bri 
Do said they are all determined 
to help Terebinth Refuge and 
the abused women it works 
with.
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As tax 
season gets 
busier, cy-
b e r - c r i m -
inals get 
busier, too, 
w o r k i n g 
their iden-
t i t y - t h e f t 
scams to 
get people’s 
tax-refund money.

Local law enforcement is 
warning people to be alert 
to the latest tax scam. The 
first sign something crook-
ed is happening is when 
surprised taxpayers notice a 
tax-refund amount in their 
bank balances, usually one 
they didn’t even file for yet. 
The crooks try to file the 
erroneous tax filing well be-
fore their victims do. And 
that is why in the coming 
weeks, people should be on 
their guard.

Other than the surprise 
tax return in the bank from 
the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment, a sure giveaway a 
scam is afoot is the Inter-
nal Revenue Service never 
ever calls people on the tele-
phone. If anyone gets a call 
supposedly from the IRS or 
a collection agency for the 
IRS, they should know at 
once it’s a scam.

“We get calls about IRS 

scams every once in awhile,” 
said St. Joseph Police Chief 
Joel Klein.

The best thing to do is 
call the police as soon as 
residents get calls supposed-
ly from the IRS, Klein said, 
adding the IRS never makes 
such phone calls.

It’s called the Erroneous 
Tax Refund Scam, and it’s 
one of the most devious, 
sophisticated rip-offs yet de-
vised.

In 2017, according to 
the IRS, there were near-
ly 600,000 tax returns is-
sued because of one form 
or another of  identity theft. 
That was a decrease of about 
200,000 from the year be-
fore, but the IRS cautions 
people that cyber-criminals 
are constantly changing their 
devious methods and always 
devising new scams to pull 
on the unsuspecting victims.

According to the Internal 
Revenue Service, the high-
ly sophisticated and devious 
scheme began last summer. 
That is when cyber-crimi-
nals, posing as potential tax 
clients, began using phishing 
emails sent to professional 
tax preparers. That was the 
first step in obtaining per-
sonal information about the 
tax professional’s legitimate 
clients.

They then use that in-
formation to file fake tax 
returns, using the direct-de-

posit information they have 
stolen. With no certain way 
to detect a scam going on, 
the IRS then auto-deposits 
the return in the legitimate 
client’s bank.

Scam variation 1: The cli-
ent then receives a call that 
he or she has been identified 
as participating in a tax-
fraud scheme and that the 
money they received must 
be returned immediately to 
avoid prosecution. If the cli-
ent is fooled and follows the 
scammer’s directions, that 
returned refund money will 

be sent right into the hands 
of the crooks.

Scam variation 2: The 
crook, in a phone call, poses 
as a debt-collection person 
acting on behalf of the IRS. 
He says the refund was de-
posited by mistake by the 
IRS and that it must be sent 
to the debt-collection agen-
cy. Again, if the victim fol-
lows directions, the crooks 
collect the money.

Scam variation 3: A ro-
bo-call claiming to represent 
the IRS threatens the person 

Beware of tax refund cyber-crooks
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Klein

Sartell Winter Market
set March 3, April 7 

Welcome spring with great 
items for the grill. The Sartell 
Farmers’ Market will be held 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, 
March 3 and April 7 inside 
Sartell City Hall, 125 Pinecone 
Road. Some items available this 
month include the following: 
meat, eggs, popcorn, treats, 
breads and much more. Learn 
about what is new for the 2018 
summer season.

Applications due April 1
for S-STEM scholarship

St. Cloud State University and 
St. Cloud Technical & Commu-
nity College are accepting appli-
cations for the National Science 
Foundation S-STEM scholarship 
for incoming Pell-Eligible stu-
dents interested in studying in 
science, technology, engineering 
or technology fields. Students 
who are planning to attend these 
schools can apply for the AC-
CESS S- STEM scholarship of up 
to $9,000 per year.

Earth Day Run
seeks volunteers

The CentraCare Earth Day 
Run, April 20-21, consists of a 
5k, 1k, 1/2-marathon race, and 
a health and fitness expo. Vol-
unteers will be needed Thurs-
day-Saturday, April 19-21. The 
Earth Day Run has more than 
5,000 runners and 10,000 spec-
tators and community visitors.

Volunteer with animals
With more than 100 animals 

in their care at any given time, 
the Tri-County Humane Society 
needs volunteers. Opportunities 
range from working hands-on 
with animals to fostering them 
in the comfort of your own 
home. They also need assis-
tance with building/grounds 
maintenance, clerical duties and 
fundraising events.

Food donations needed
Local food shelves are in 

need of food to help meet the 
basic needs of families and in-
dividuals during the cold win-
ter months. Drop off donations 
during business hours. Contact 
the food shelves at: Catholic 
Charities Emergency Services, 
320-229-4560; C.R.O.S.S. Center 
of Benton County, 320-968-7012; 
and The Salvation Army, 320-
252-4552
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Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR
Auto Body 2000

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
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www.churchstjoseph.org
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Drs. Styles, Cotton & Milbert

1514 E. Minnesota St.
St. Joseph • 320-363-7729

Laser Dentistry 
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St. Joseph • 320-363-4468
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HI-TEC Electric • St. Joseph
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YOUR INDUSTRY
Your Business

Address
City • Phone • Website

Call today to improve 
your water pressure.

Finally, it’s possible to run the 
shower, wash the laundry and water 

the lawn all at the same time with 
increased AND constant pressure.

We Know Water from the Bottom to the Tap

Well Drilling
Testing and Treatment
Sprinkler Systems
24 Hour Emergency Service
Pump Service and Repair
Commercial and Residential

320-251-5090 or 800-728-5091
141 28th Avenue South, Waite Park

trautcompanies.com

See you at the CMBA Home Show March 9-11

Five St. Joseph college stu-
dents have been named to the fall 
semester dean’s list at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota-Twin Cities. 
To qualify, students must attain 
a minimum 3.66 grade-point av-

erage.
The students are: Leanna Ch-

lan, Cameron MacKinney, Mi-
chael Maleska, Mitchell Shimak 
and Alex Theisen.

In Business

contributed photo

As part of I-Love-to-Read month, the fourth-graders at All Saints 
Academy take turns reading a favorite book to the first-grad-
ers. Fourth-grader Aquiliana Wolf (center, back) reads one of 
her favorite picture books, to the enjoyment of the first-graders.

People

Stearns Bank dontes large sum
to Wounded Warriors Family Support

Stearns Bank donated 
$108,680 to Wounded Warriors 
Family Support to buy vehicles 
for Native American veterans 
living on remote reservations.

Stearns Bank generated the 
large contribution by donating 
all loan packaging fees and doc-
umentation fees collected from 

borrowers during the week 
leading up to Veterans Day last 
November.

The mission of Wounded 
Warriors Family Support is to 
help families of those who have 
been injured, wounded or killed 
during combat operations.

Gaslight Creative, an adver-
tising agency in St. Cloud, took 
home 13 awards at the 2018 
American Advertising Awards 
Show on Saturday, Feb. 17. 
The annual awards competition 
was hosted by the American 
Advertising Federation of Cen-
tral Minnesota and celebrates 
excellence in advertising.

Gaslight’s entries included 
work created for local and re-

gional clients Explorium Brew-
pub, Rice Cos., Reach-up Head 
Start and United Way of Central 
Minnesota.

Among the 13 awards, Gas-
light Creative received the Peo-
ple’s Choice award for their 
work for United Way of Central 
Minnesota.

Gaslight’s 10-member team 
is led by co-founders Kelly 
Zaske and Jodie Pundsack.

Gaslight Creative takes home 13 advertising awards

Kruzel said she feels a sense 
of optimism that lots can be 
done to combat sex trafficking 
and to help its victims. Her 
optimism derives from all of 
the people and agencies she’s 
met who are working so hard 
to do something about it: law 
enforcement, education, social 
services and others who care 
deeply.

“There are people coming to 
the Denim to Diamonds fund-
raiser from the Twin Cities and 
as far away as Iowa,” she said. 
“That’s how much people care. 
We are super-excited about it.”

After her daughter died, col-
lapsing in her bedroom, Tami 
Kruzel in the throes of her 
grief, found herself asking all 
the time, “What would BriAnna 
do if she were still here?” And 
the answer Tami “heard” was 
to do something to help make 
people’s lives better. And that 
is why she and others started 
“What Would Bri Do?”

She calls the group her “float-
ie,” something that keeps her 
“afloat” day after day.

“If I didn’t have the WWBD 
organization, I would just 
drown,” she said. “It gets me 
out of bed every morning. Oth-
er people grieve the death of a 
child in their own ways. This is 
my way of grieving and dealing 
with the loss of my daughter.”

Needs
There are many needs asso-

ciated with Terebinth Refuge 
and its new six-bed capacity for 
victims of sex trafficking. The 
organization hopes to expand 
its services and capacity with 
the help of many other inter-
connecting agencies, including 
law enforcement.

The needs include a social 
enterprise through which the 
women can work on develop-
ing working skills, finding jobs 
so the women can help support 
the transitional-housing costs, 
a child-care class to assist with 
parenting classes, onsite day-
care, cooking classes, physi-
cal-care classes, a holistic well-

ness program, a security system 
and arts-and-crafts supplies.

Ways to help
People and/or businesses can 

donate items, such as gift certif-
icates, for the March 10 Denim 
to Diamonds silent auction.

If a donated item needs to 
be picked up, send an email 
to info@WWBDinc.org or call 
Tami Kruzel at 320-492-4691.

A donation can be mailed to 
WWBD Inc., 334 Pine Ridge 
Road, Sartell, Minn. 56377. 
Write the check to  WWBD Inc. 
Donations are tax-deductible.

Victims
from front page
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Securities offered  through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.

James Kramer III Recognized 
as a Top Financial Advisor by LPL Financial

James Kramer III,
MBA, CFP®

1260 32nd Ave. N.
St. Cloud, MN 56303

James Kramer III, an independent LPL Financial Advisor at Kramer 
Financial in St. Cloud, was recently recognized for his inclusion in 
the LPL Patriot’s Club. This premier award is presented to less than 
8% of the firm’s approximately 15,000 advisors nationwide. 

“On behalf of LPL, I congratulate James,” said Andy Kalbaugh, LPL 
managing director and divisional president, National Sales and 
Consulting.  “James has demonstrated tremendous value to his 
clients with the service he provides to help them pursue their 
financial goals. We thank James for the contributions he makes to 
his clients, his commitment to offering his clients independent 
financial advice and his ongoing relationship with support of LPL. We 
wish him continued success.”

Kramer has been providing financial services to clients throughout 
central Minnesota and across the country for more than 16 years. 
Kramer provides a full range of financial services, including 
retirement and financial planning, individual money management, 
individual stocks and bonds, mutual funds, annuities and more. 

LPL is a leader in the retail financial advice market 
and the nation’s largest independent broker/dealer, 
providing resources, tools and technology that 
support advisors in the delivery of personal, 
objective financial advice.

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF ST. JOSEPH

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
PLANNED-UNIT DEVELOPMENT AND PRELIMINARY PLAT

The St. Joseph Planning Com-
mission will hold public hearings 
in the St. Joseph City Hall, 75 
Callaway St. E. at 6 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as the matter may 
be heard, on Monday, March 12, 
2018 to hear all persons present 
upon the proposed planned-unit 
development (PUD) and prelimi-
nary plat of Southview Heights as 
submitted by, KJ Development of 

St. Joseph, LLC., owner and ap-
plicant; for property located at 213 
20th Ave. SE, St. Joseph, Minne-
sota. The purpose of the requests 
are to facilitate the development of 
a mixed-residential development.

Judy Weyrens
Administrator

Publish: March 2, 2018

CERTIFICATE
OF ASSUMED NAME

STATE OF MINNESOTA

Pursuant to Chapter 333, Min-
nesota Statutes, the undersigned, 
who is or will be conducting or 
transacting a commercial business 
in the State of Minnesota under an 
assumed name, hereby certifies:

1. The assumed name under which 
the business is or will be conduct-
ed is: Junkie Apparel Company.

2. The stated address of the princi-
pal place of business is or will be: 
822 Fourth St. N., Sartell, Minne-
sota 56377.

3. The name and street address of 
all persons conducting business 

under the above assumed name in-
cluding any corporations that may 
be conducting this business: Tra-
vis Eugene Elder, 822 Fourth St. 
N., Sartell, Minnesota 56377.

4. I certify I am authorized to sign 
this certificate and I further certify 
I understand by signing this certif-
icate, I am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in Minnesota 
Statutes section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this certificate under oath.

Dated: Feb. 1, 2018

Filed: Feb. 1, 2018

/s/ Travis E. Elder

Publish: March 2 and 9, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

Blotter
If any readers have tips con-

cerning crimes, they should call the 
St. Joseph Police Department at 
320-363-8250 or Tri-County Crime 
Stoppers at 320-255-1301 or ac-
cess its tip site at www.tricounty-
crimestoppers.org. Crime Stoppers 
offers rewards up to $1,000 for 
information leading to the arrest 
and conviction of those responsi-
ble for crimes. This information is 
submitted by the St. Joseph Police 
Department.

Jan. 17
8:49 a.m. Traffic stop. CR 75 

and 20th Avenue SE. While driving 
south on College Avenue N., an 
officer spotted a vehicle coming 
around the corner traveling at what 

appeared to be faster then the post-
ed 30-mph speed limit. The officer 
captured the suspected vehicle’s 
speed at 45 mph. The driver was the 
registered owner of the vehicle but 
her license had been revoked. She 
admitted to it and did not have proof 
of insurance. She was cited for 
driving with a revoked license and 
no insurance with a verbal warning 
for speed.

11:19 a.m. City ordinance vio-
lation. 1414 Minnesota St. E. An 
officer observed the snow had not 
been removed as required by city 
ordinance. The snow had stopped 
two days prior. A warning tag was 
placed on the door of the house.

3:13 p.m. Distracted driving. CR 
75 and CR 133. While driving west 

on CR 75 near Ridgewood Road, 
an officer saw a woman holding up 
her phone and looking at it while 
driving. The vehicle was stopped 
and the driver said she was using 
Pandora. A citation for distracted 
driving was issued.

Jan. 19
5:14 a.m. Expired registration. 

CR 75 and Second Avenue NW. An 
officer spotted a vehicle that had 
expired plates at the red light on 
College Avenue. A computer check 
confirmed the plates expired in Feb-
ruary 2017. When the officer pulled 
over the vehicle, the driver said it 
was a company vehicle. A citation 
was issued for expired registration.

Hout said. “One, it is required 
by HUD (U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment). And we in the state 
of Minnesota choose to do it 
every year because it gives us 
a snapshot of where we are at 
with our homeless numbers.”

While the results of the 
2018 point-in-time count will 
not be made available until 
later this spring, Hout said 
past point-in-time counts tell 
the story of who exactly is 
experiencing homelessness 
within central Minnesota.

“About four or five years 
ago, at least in central Min-
nesota we had a large amount 
of homeless vets,” she said. 
“And because of the plethora 
of funding that has been in-
fused to house homeless vets, 
we have noticed the number 
has gone down drastically.”

Across Minnesota, Hout 
said the amount of resourc-
es and funding specifical-
ly targeted toward veterans 
experiencing homelessness 
has dropped down to what 
Hout described as “functional 
zero.”

“It doesn’t mean there ar-
en’t any homeless vets,” Hout 
said. “What it does mean is 
if a veteran becomes home-
less and wants assistance, a 
homeless vet can get assis-
tance right away.”

And while that’s been seen 
as a victory for CMHP and 
other organizations who work 
with populations experiencing 
homelessness, the new face of 
homelessness has been get-

ting younger.
“There has been a shift 

from the number of homeless 
families to a large increase 
in the number of homeless 
youth,” Hout said.

She said the influx in the 
number of youth experiencing 
homelessness can be attribut-
ed to a number of reasons, 
including an unstable home 
environment.

“We have noticed many of 
them do come from the foster- 
care system,” she said.

Limited resources current-
ly exist for youth experienc-
ing homelessness. For those 
under the age of 18, Hout 
said many will have their 
cases referred to child wel-
fare services. Others will be 
able to seek refuge at pro-
grams like the Catholic Char-
ities Supportive Housing for 
Youth Program. Still others, 
she finds, will end up sleep-
ing in their cars (if they have 
one) or couch surfing with 
friends – which is referred to 
as doubling up.

“What we are finding 
(among all populations expe-
riencing homelessness), not 
everyone in the state of Min-
nesota counts doubled up or 
does a survey of those dou-
bled up,” she said. “We do 
in central Minnesota, because 
we are finding, especially 
in the rural areas and even 
around St. Cloud, you are 
more apt to throw somebody 
on your couch than let them 
freeze outside. Unfortunately, 
they don’t count as homeless 
under HUD. But we still need 
to know those numbers. And 
the majority of the people we 
find around here are doubled 
up.”

For youth especially, home-
lessness can lead to other, 
more dangerous paths.

“Another thing that hap-
pens to our youth is they are 
a prime target for traffickers,” 
Hout said, “which is a big is-
sue for this area.”

Understanding the trends 
and makeup of the current 
population experiencing 
homelessness, she said, is im-
portant in helping to deter-
mine funding opportunities 
and priorities to help those 
experiencing homelessness.

“There’s very little addi-
tional funding,” Hout said. 
“What you have to do is then 
analyze the services you do 
have and maybe move some 
services around. An exam-
ple being you would maybe 
take a program not as needed 
for those who are chronical-
ly homeless and remove the 
funding from that program 
and add a program for youth.”

But what Hout said she 
believes will help develop a 
longer-term solution to the 
growing number of home-
lessness particularly in Stea-
rns, Benton, Sherburne and 
Wright counties, is to build 
more affordable housing.

“The cost of rental units 
(has been a challenge),” she 
said. “There is no affordable 
housing. There is nowhere to 
put people. And there is a per-
ception we don’t need any.”

Hout said stereotypes of 
people experiencing home-
lessness have also not helped 
to draw attention to the issue.

“There’s still that old, old 
adage of pulling yourself up 
by the bootstraps and they 
think of all of the homeless 
people as derelict hobos from 

Homeless
from front page

the 1950s,” she said. “Not re-
alizing, not wanting to realize 
the face of homelessness has 
changed. Other regions are 
building. Other counties are 
building. We are not.”

And until then, Hout said 
she fears future point-in-time 
count numbers will continue 
to be more of the same.

“We do have people living 
in the streets, we do have 
people living in unheated ga-
rages. We have people living 
in fish houses, in tents, un-
der bridges. Yes, we do. In 
cars. Staying up all night in 
a restaurant if they are lucky. 
Yes, that’s everywhere.”
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by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

Many hunters like to es-
cape from their occupations 
to go hunting. Fifteen-year-old 
Sartell resident Brian Avery, 
owner of Northern Waterfowl 
Outfitters, has found a way to 
create a career from his pas-
sion.

Avery and his professional 
hunting staff guide waterfowl 
day hunts for ducks and geese. 
They mainly hunt around cen-
tral Minnesota. Occasionally, 
they also hunt in southern 
Minnesota.

The idea of being a hunting 
guide came to Avery when he 
and his friends were hunting 
one morning and his friend, 
Shane Miller, asked him if he 
had ever thought about being 
a guide. The hunters discussed 
the idea the rest of the day and 
the rest of the hunting season.

Avery began researching 
about how to be a hunting 
guide and how to start a busi-
ness. He discussed the idea 
with his parents, Nancy and 
Brett Avery, who thought it 
was a good idea. Avery and 
his brother, Ken, 16, who pre-
fers fishing but is also an avid 
hunter, discussed the idea ex-
tensively. Both have dreamed 
of guiding since they were very 
young.

Nancy, who Avery says has 
always encouraged him to fol-
low his passions and pursue 
his dreams, helped him regis-
ter his business with the state 
of Minnesota. She also helped 
get his email address and do-
main name for his future web-
site.

Avery is home-schooled and 
is able to adjust his schedule 

to work with his business. This 
allows him to hunt during the 
week.

The family is turning his 
business development into one 
of his home-school electives. 
Currently, Avery is working 
on his comprehensive business 
plan.

Avery attended two weeks 
of intensive waterfowl training 
offered by the Minnesota Wa-
terfowl Association, as well as 
four other week-long trainings 
on upland bird and waterfowl 
hunting. He holds Minneso-
ta Department of Natural Re-
sources safety certifications 
in firearm, advanced firearm, 
bow hunting, all-terrain vehi-
cle, boating and snowmobile.

Besides Avery, Northern 
Waterfowl Outfitters’ profes-
sional staff includes Miller, 16, 
from Cambridge; Logan Cord-
ell, 18, from Clear Lake; Tyson 
Erdmann, 17, from Big Lake; 
and Raleigh Krecklau, 17, from 
Monticello.

Avery’s professional hunt-
ing staff, who are also the 
hunters who encouraged him 
to start his business, helped 
get the business going. All 
bring a different set of skills to 
the business. Cordell has great 
communication skills. Erd-
mann is the goose caller and 
photographer. Krecklau han-
dles the goose decoy spreads 
or placement of the decoys. 
Miller is also a good caller and 
an amazing scout who knows 
where to find the birds.

“Everything is more fun 
with friends,” Avery said. “We 
all have a great work ethic, a 
passion for the outdoors and 
have a ton of fun hunting to-
gether, making it a great group 
to hunt with.”

Having staff from around 
the region gives the business 
a better grasp on where birds 
are located and the hunting 
patterns that will work well 
with those flocks.

“We usually all hunt togeth-
er,” Avery said. “We are just 
able to scout more locations by 
living farther apart.”

Avery’s Northern Water-
fowl Outfitters service includes 
watching the migration pat-
terns, where the birds are, se-
curing locations for hunts and 
obtaining permission to hunt 
on private property, setting up 
decoy spreads and calling in 
the waterfowl to help ensure 
successful hunts for clients.

Migratory birds will usually 
use the same routes each sea-
son. It’s important to watch 
the factors that affect their 
migration to help ensure the 
business can set up at the most 
successful locations.

Avery said hiring an outfit-
ter is the perfect way to hunt 
if your schedule doesn’t allow 
you time to scout fields, set out 
decoys, or contact land own-
ers. He and his staff will take 
all of the labor-intensive work 
out of the hunting experience 
so clients can enjoy the hunt 
without the work.

“Anyone who wants to get 
into hunting, this is probably 
the best way to see if you enjoy 
it,” Avery said. “A great crew 
to hunt with, funny and defi-
nitely great guys.”

He added hunting with an 
outfitter is also a great way to 
experience water-fowl hunting 
for the first time to see if you 
enjoy it before investing in the 
equipment needed for success-
ful hunts.

“We are a great group of 

outdoor enthusiasts and love 
helping people enjoy success-
ful hunts,” Avery said. “We 
love what we do and we want 
to share that love and appre-
ciation for the outdoors with 
others.”

Avery said he and his pro-
fessional staff have encoun-
tered great land owners in the 
St. Joseph, Sartell, St. Stephen 
and Sauk Rapids areas who 
allow them to use their private 
land for hunting.

Northern Waterfowl Outfit-
ters offers hunting experiences 
from September through De-
cember, which are the De-
partment of Natural Resources 
regulated hunting seasons. All 
hunters need proper licenses 
and required waterfowl/migra-
tory bird stamps before they 
hunt.

For additional information, 
contact Avery by phone at 320-
200-4435 or by email at bri-
an@northernwaterfowl.com.

Avery guiding hunters to the birds

contributed photo

Brian Avery’s business, Northern Waterfowl Outfitters, brought down these birds 
during a hunt by Clear Lake.

contributed photo

Fifteen-year-old Sartell resident Brian Avery, owner of North-
ern Waterfowl Outfitters, has found a way to create a career 
from his passion. He and his professional hunting staff guide 
waterfowl day hunts for ducks and geese around central Min-
nesota and sometimes southern Minnesota.

contributed photo

During one of their most memorable hunts last season, Brian Avery’s business, 
Northern Waterfowl Outfitters, brought down these birds during a hunt in an 
alfalfa field by Foley. There were about 100 geese in the field. The hunters 
could shoot five geese during the early season and they brought down 15 birds.
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320-267-7156 • www.jlthomes.com

Single-family patio home in Graceview Estates
3-bedroom/2-bath • 1,645 sq ft • Includes porch & patio

Under construction

JLT LLC HOMES

517 Graceview Drive, St. Joseph
HOME FOR SALE!

OPEN H
OUSE

Price Reduced!Price Reduced!
Sat

urday 
& Su

nday 
Marc

h 3 &
 4

1-3
:30

 pm.

Featuring female composters and World 
Premiere of Quia Ergo Femina by Yiǧit Kolat

Organ Concert
Organist: Lola Wolf

Sunday, March 11 | 2:30 p.m.
Sacred Heart Chapel

Saint Benedict’s Monastery

Visit www.sbm.osb.org 
for more information.

4:30 p.m. Evening Prayer in Oratory celebrating 
Hildegard of Bingen, whose chant Quia Ergo 

Femina appears in Kolat’s composition.

Spacious (1,500-square-foot) two-bedroom basement 
apartment with above-ground windows, chef’s kitchen, 

private backyard, on-site laundry, downtown St. Joseph.
Within walking distance of EVERYthing.
Utilities included. Non-smokers only.

Call Collin at 320-493-9212

FOR RENT
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY - $995

A vehicle crashed through 
the side of CMS Auto Body 
early Saturday.

A St. Cloud man was ar-
rested early Saturday, Feb. 
24, after he drove his vehicle 
through a building at 109 Ce-
dar St. E. in St. Joseph.

The driver, identified by 
St. Joseph police as Jason 
Wiener, 53, fled the scene 
after the crash at CMS Auto 
Body.

Officers found Wiener 
a  short time after the 2:30 
a.m. incident a few blocks 
from the scene. He was ar-
rested and could be charged 
with fifth-degree controlled 
substance and fourth-degree 
DWI.

The building sustained 
substantial damage, accord-
ing to the police department. 
There were no serious inju-
ries.

Man arrested after vehicle 
crashes through building

photo by St. Jospeh police

Note to 
our read-
ers: This 
column is 
part of a 
series from 
a blog re-
cently started by a loosely knit 
independent group of area busi-
ness people and residents who 
love and want to promote the 
energy and enthusiasm of down-
town St. Joseph: The Joe Town 
Vibe.  To find the column online 
or to read web-exclusive blogs 
posted every Tuesday please visit 
joetownvibe.com.

by John Stevens
Intern SJU ‘18

During the past several 
weeks, in our web exclusive 
blogs on joetownvibe.com, we 
have discussed the importance 
of the sidewalk in a downtown. 
In addition, we discussed the 
importance, and even necessi-
ty, of various components of a 
good downtown sidewalk mas-
ter plan including trees, light-
ing, benches, shrubs and plants. 
After much discussion on why 
the sidewalk is important to 
a downtown’s success, it’s es-
sential now to explain how to 
get people to come downtown. 
This week, with the use of Jane 
Jacob’s urban theory, we will 
be discussing how “walkabili-
ty” influences the success of a 
downtown.

“Walkability” refers to how 
easy it is to get around an area 
by walking; the higher the 
score, the more accessible and 
favorable an area likely is. It’s 
essential the area between a 
downtown and its surrounding 
neighborhoods is walkable, just 
as much as the downtown itself. 
The walkability of a town and a 
downtown directly impacts the 
accessibility of the area, which 
directly impacts the diversity 
of visitors. A downtown core 
only accessible by car drastically 
reduces the number of people 
visiting and reduces the diversi-
ty of those individuals. Diversity 
in age, physical abilities, inter-
ests and economic status are 
all important to a downtown’s 
success.

Walkability is not only essen-
tial to a downtown because of 
the audience it attracts, but also 
because of the safety it provides. 
As more and more people walk 
around on the sidewalks, the 
city becomes safer and safer. Ja-
cobs, the legendary urban theo-
rist, preached the importance of 
having eyes on the street, which 
builds trust within a communi-
ty and decreases isolation. The 
more people who are around, 
the less likely it is someone will 
try something illegal or sketchy. 
St. Joseph is by no means a 
dangerous city but continuing to 
have eyes on the street can keep 
it safe.

Jacobs discussed how side-
walks lead to more contact 
amongst neighbors. Creating 
more contact and engagement 
on the sidewalks of a downtown 
builds community and trust 
within a town.  If a downtown 
is not walkable, this essential 
engagement between communi-
ty members would be lost, and 
with it, the complete experience 

of visiting 
downtown 
would suf-
fer. In ad-
dition to a 
dampened 
experience, 

lack of walkability prevents trust 
within a community. Trust is 
built through repeated engage-
ment, and with lacking contact 
on the sidewalk, trust can be 
severely diminished.

So how does St. Joseph stack 
up? St. Joseph is a relatively ac-
cessible town. St. Joseph scored 
67 out of 100 on walkscore.
com’s walkability index. From 
the center of St. Joseph, you can 
walk to almost all the houses in 
the surrounding neighborhoods 
within 30 minutes. To improve 
St. Joseph’s walkability score, 
more accessible and safer routes 
to various locations around 
town like Coborn’s are needed. 
Currently, crossing CR 75 to get 
to Coborn’s and other places is 
a safety hazard and could be 
improved by adding over or un-
derpasses. This would increase 
walkability in St. Joseph and 
would encourage more people to 
walk around town.

St. Joseph benefits from be-
ing a small town where many 
people recognize and know one 
another. Trust is already high 
in these types of towns but is 
made higher in St. Joseph by the 
walkability of the city. The small 
and relatively condensed nature 
of St. Joseph and its downtown 
makes it accessible for more 
people. The walkability of down-
town is adding to the contact be-
tween neighbors and is building 
trust while remaining one of the 
safest cities in Minnesota.

To further explore the walk-
ability of St. Joseph, visit 
www.walkscore.com/score/25-
col lege-ave-n-saint- joseph-
mn-56374 and use the Travel 
Time Map near the bottom of 
the page.

To learn more about Jane Ja-
cob’s theory on urban planning 
read “The Death and Life of 
Great American Cities.”

The importance of walkability

K a t e r i 
Mancini has 
been named 
director of so-
cial concerns 
for Catholic 
Charities of 
the Diocese 
of St. Cloud. 
Mancini will 
engage faith communities with 
Catholic Charities’ mission.

She previously worked as 
the coordinator of mission edu-
cation at the St. Cloud Diocesan 
Mission Office.

Within the community, she 
dedicates her time to Christ 
Church Newman Center and 
serves on the Peace and Social 
Justice Committee.

“I look forward to the op-

Catholic Charities names social concerns director

Mancini

portunity to help the commu-
nity of central Minnesota put 
their faith into action while 
living out Catholic Charities’ 
mission,” Mancini said in a 
press release.

The Department of Social 
Concerns promotes Catholic so-
cial teaching, which Catholic 
Charities is founded on. The 
staff encourages the Catholic 
community at large to consider 
what it means to live the Gos-
pel message of love, according 
to its mission statement.

Mancini received her mas-
ter’s degree in theology and 

pastoral ministry from St. 
John’s University. She received 
her bachelor’s in organizational 
communications and religions 
from Concordia College, Moor-
head.

“We are extremely blessed 
to have Kateri join our leader-
ship team,” said Steve Pareja, 
executive director of Catholic 
Charities, in a press release. 
“Her devoted faith, outstanding 
abilities and past experiences 
will have a great impact on 
both our organization and the 
community.”

A vehicle crashed through the side of CMS Auto Body early 
Saturday.
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The survivors of the butchery at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Florida, are 
speaking truth to power – loudly, 
clearly.

These young people are so intel-
ligent, articulate, passionate and 
determined.

Don’t you wish more legislators 
were? Thanks to these students’ 
energetic, keen-eyed truths, there 
just might someday be effective gun 
laws enacted.

Let us praise and value these 
students’ idealism. That is exact-
ly what is lacking in many jaded 
adults who’ve been cowed so long 
by the gun lobby and its legislative 
minions.

Here is how a typical jaded adult 
thinks these days, at least those 
who succumb to gun-lobby propa-
ganda: Yes, the shootings are hor-
rible, but there’s always been mass 
killings.

Banning any kind of gun won’t 
stop them. Killers will steal them 
if they can’t buy them. They’ll use 
knives or bombs.

Besides, guns don’t kill people.
Now, listen to these young people 

who saw or heard the murders:
David Hogg, 17: “This is some-

thing we can’t let keep happening. 
Because if we do and we get used to 
it, it’s going to happen again. This 
is a time for our country to take a 
look in the mirror and realize there 
is a serious issue here.”

Emma Gonzalez, 17: “We are 
up here standing together because 
if all our government and presi-
dent can do is send thoughts and 
prayers, then it’s time for victims to 
be the change we need to see.”

After Parkland, so many leg-

islators, as they always do like 
lemmings, reacted this way: “Let’s 
not jump to conclusions,” parroted 
Speaker of the House Paul Ryan.

These always distract by saying, 
“Let’s find the facts first, then let’s 
have a conversation.”

Well, folks, the facts are these: 
A teenager legally purchased an 
AR-15 assault rifle. He used it to 
slaughter 17 people.

Slugs smashed and shredded the 
flesh and organs of the victims, 
in one case severing the spine of 
a 14-year-old girl running down a 
hallway for her life.

Lockstep opponents of any sort 
of gun restrictions are making a lot 
of noise the FBI dropped the ball af-
ter it was notified of this deranged 
teenager being an imminent threat.

They note at least one deputy did 
not enter the school to confront the 
shooter. Such lamentable facts do 
not obscure the underlying central 
fact: a teenager armed with an 
AR-15 mowed down 17 people in a 
school.

The student survivors – vision-
ary leaders – are pointing out accu-
rately there are many interlocking 
components to help stop mass kill-
ings: stringent background checks, 
the closing of loopholes in gun 
purchases online and at gun shows, 
more attention to mental illness 
issues, a thorough review of the 
prescription drugs children are re-
ceiving, a strengthened entry se-

curity at schools and other public 
places, the banning of bump-stocks 
and most importantly, a total ban 
of military-style assault rifles for 
civilian use.

Lest we forget, the AR-15 has 
been used by rampaging adults, too.

Such rifles should not be pro-
tected by the Second Amendment 
because they are designed for one 
thing – killing people rapidly.

A cloud of disgrace hangs over 
Congress because of its stubborn 
refusal to do anything about school 
shootings.

It didn’t even have the moral 
courage to act after 20 sweet, inno-
cent first-graders were blown apart 
by slugs from an assault rifle five 
years ago.

Legislators keep hoping the latest 
horror will be forgotten once again 
in a fog of national amnesia. But, as 
always, another massacre happens 
and another. And another.

Lawmakers’ mantra of “Let’s 
have a conversation” is a code 
phrase for “Let’s keep doing noth-
ing.” That is what these students 
mean when they say they are tired 
of “thoughts and prayers.”

They don’t need sentiments; they 
demand action; they seek meaning-
ful gun-law changes; they want to 
feel safe in their schools.

These “kids” are inspiring people 
throughout the nation, changing 
minds, compelling us to realize the 
Second Amendment, like the First 
and the others, is not absolute.

The gun lobby and its legislative 
puppets are under fire, on the de-
fensive, as well they should be.

Let’s join the students’ struggle; 
let’s listen to them; let’s heed their 
warnings and their truths.

The ideas expressed in the letters to the editor and of the 
guest columnists do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Newsleaders.

Letters to the editor may be sent to news@thenewsleaders.
com or P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, MN 56374. Deadline is noon 
Monday. Please include your full name for publication (and 
address and phone number for verification only.) Letters must 
be 350 words or less. We reserve the right to edit for space.

Dennis 
Dalman
Reporter

OpinionOpinion
Staying out of jail is easy: don’t lie

Mike 
Knaak

Editor
Two weeks ago, the agenda for this legislative ses-

sion looked pretty routine. After a summer of court 
battles, Gov. Mark Dayton said he was ready to sign 
a bill funding the Legislature.

Work to adjust Minnesota’s tax code to the new 
federal tax rates began even before the Legislation 
convened on Feb. 20.

The Republicans are angry about the extra money 
needed to fix a new vehicle-registration system.

And Dayton’s $1.5-billion bonding bill will face 
opposition from Republicans.

That was the scene before Feb. 14 when a dis-
turbed man with a semi-automatic weapon killed 
17 people in Parkland, Florida. Now gun-safety and 
firearms issues are at the top of the agenda.

Five pieces of legislation have been filed and 
there will probably be more. Three measures that 
increase restrictions have been proposed by Dem-
ocrats while two, including a “stand-your-ground” 
bill, have been introduced by Republicans.

Rep. Brian Johnson, a Republican from the 
Cambridge area, chairs the House public-safety com-
mittee, and he has said he will be a strong Second 
Amendment advocate. These bills will need to pass 
through his committee.

The stand-your-ground bill, HF 238, expands 
situations where it’s legal to take another person’s 
life. The measure would allow lethal force to stop 
a variety of felonies, whether a person is in their 
home or not. 

A bill called “permit-less carry” by its critics elim-
inates the need for a gun permit on public property 
entirely in most cases, except for people who cannot 
legally carry guns, such as felons. The bill is HF 188.

Rep. John Considine, DFL-Mankato, introduced 
a bill, HF 2781, that would make “bump stocks” 
illegal.

Sen. Ron Latz, a DFLer from St. Louis Park, has 
introduced two bills. SF 1261 calls for universal back-
ground checks on all gun sales, including online.

Latz has also proposed SF 1262 that would allow 
law enforcement and family members to petition a 
court to prohibit a person from possessing firearms 
if they pose “a significant danger of bodily injury to 
self or to other persons by possessing a firearm.”

When legislators returned to the Capitol, they 
were met by an unexpectedly large crowd for a 
gun-control rally of more than 200 people.

But you don’t have to travel to St. Paul to make 
your voice heard. Here’s how to contact our local 
legislators.

Rep. Jeff Howe represents the St. Joseph area. 
Email him at rep.jeff.howe@house.mn or call his 
office at 652-296-4373.

Rep. Tim O’Driscoll represents the Sartell area. 
Email him at rep.tim.odriscoll@house.mn or call 
him at 651-296-7808.

Contact Sen. Michelle Fischbach by email at sen.
michelle.fischbach@senate.mn or call her at 651-
296-2084.

The Republicans control the House and Senate, 
so it’s important to share your views with our legis-
lators, who are all Republicans.

While gun safety and Second-Amendment de-
bates dominate the national discussion, remember to 
take part in the discussion closer to home.

Don’t lie to the cops.
Talk about stating the obvious. 

But it’s a lesson apparently not 
widely learned.

The current special counsel’s 
investigation into Russian med-
dling in 2016 tripped up some 
supposedly very smart people who 
didn’t learn that lesson.

Trump campaign associates Mi-
chael Flynn, George Papadopoulos 
and Richard Gates lied to the FBI 
and ended up pleading not guilty 
to that crime and several others.

I have a much cleaner criminal 
record. My only brush with the 
law came on a sunny Sunday af-
ternoon in 1975 when I made an 
illegal left turn in downtown St. 
Cloud. When the police officer 
asked me if I saw the “No Left 
Turn” sign, I told the truth. I told 
him I saw it. He let me go with a 
warning. Lesson learned.

I’ve reported on cops and crime 
for more than 40 years and I’ve 
learned a few things about law 
enforcement. Sometimes in the 
course of reporting, journalists 
and officers butt heads. But they 
share one trait….they don’t like to 
be lied to.

Hearing what they know to be a 
lie, a cop or a journalist just digs 

in deeper to get at the 
truth.

Next to lying, stupidity takes a 
close second on the list that lands 
you in jail.

Indictments filed last week on 
Gates reveals his effort to tam-
per with financial documents was 
hampered by how to convert Word 
and Excel files to pdfs. Not exactly 
rocket science.

If you’re a regular reader of the 
police blotters that appear weekly 
on these pages, you’ve probably 
noticed St. Joseph and Sartell offi-
cers run across lying and stupidity 
all the time.

Some recent examples include 
the following:

• A woman was stopped for 
driving 52 mph in a 30-mph zone 
in downtown St. Joseph. Besides 
the speeding ticket the driver 
couldn’t provide proof of insur-
ance.

• In Sartell, a driver blew through 
a red light. He was stopped and he 

told the officer he didn’t see the 
light even though four vehicles in 
front of him passed through the 
intersection with a green light.

• Small violations can lead to 
more trouble. An officer stopped a 
vehicle for no license-plate light. 
Turns out the driver didn’t have 
a license…only an instructional 
permit.

The officer checked the driver’s 
history and found multiple in-
structional-permit violations with-
in the last two years.

One of my favorite recent vio-
lations occurred in Sartell when 
a routine license-plate check re-
vealed the driver was suspended. 
The officer saw a small baggie 
that turned out to hold  meth. 
Lesson…if you’re going to carry 
drugs, make sure your license is 
up to date.

And perhaps my favorite:
A Sartell officer stopped a driv-

er for going 73 mph in a 60-mph 
zone. The officer immediately no-
ticed a jar of marijuana on the 
front driver’s seat. The driver told 
the officer the car and the pot be-
longed to his sister.

Maybe the third rule of the 
how-not-to-be-arrested list should 
be don’t blame your sister.

Our View
There’s a gun debate 
closer to home

Massacre survivors speak truth to power
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   ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 

ADOPTION? Call us first. Living ex-
penses, housing, medical, and contin-
ued support afterwards. Choose adop-
tive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
855-390-6047. (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 

OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-0205 
(MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Competitive Offer! Nationwide FREE 
Pick Up! Call Now For a Free Quote! 
888-366-5659! (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Inter-

net & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed No contract or commit-
ment. More Channels. Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. Call 1-855-577-7502  
(MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Afford-
able, high speed broadband satellite in-
ternet anywhere in the U.S. Order now 
and save $100.  Plans start at $39.99/
month.  Call 1-800-712-9365 (MCN)

SAVE on internet and TV bun-
dles!Order the best exclusive cable and 

satellite deals in your area! 
If eligible, get up to $300 in Visa 

Gift Cards. CALL NOW! 1-800-925-
0146 (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As 14.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now 
- Get NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE! 
Every Game. Every Sunday. CHOICE- 
All-Included Package. Over 185 Chan-
nels. $60/month (for 12 Months.) 
CALL 1- 844-245-2232 (MCN)

CABLE INTERNET Phone 
$29.99 each! No one beats our pric-
es! Bundle and save huge now! Only 
$29.99 each! We are your local install-
ers! Hurry, Call Now offer ends soon! 
1-888-858-0262 (MCN)

DISH Network Satellite Televi-
sion Service. Now Over 190 channels 
for ONLY $49.99/mo! FREE Installa-
tion, FREE Streaming, FREE HD.Add 
Internet for $14.95 a month. 1-800-
732-9635 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANT-
ED

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  
Page Publishing will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE author sub-

mission kit! Limited offer!  Why wait?  
Call now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)

CLASS A TRUCK DRIVER. 
North Central region. Earn up to 
$70,000. No touch freight. Good ben-
efits. All mile paid. Nice equipment. 2 
years experience needed. Call 507-437-
9905. Apply on-line WWW.MCFGTL.
COM (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Over $10K in debt? Be debt free 

in 24-48 months. Pay a fraction of what 
you owe.  A+ BBB rated. Call National 
Debt Relief 855-995-1557. (MCN)

FOR SALE
FRUIT & NUT TREES From 

$15. Blueberry, Strawberry, Grape, As-
paragus, Evergreen & Hardwood Plants 
& MORE! FREE Catalog. WOOD-
STOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95, 
Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll Free 888-
803-8733 wallace-woodstock.com 
(MCN)

Trailer Sales!  Skildloader trailer 
14,000# with LESS LOAD ANGLE! 
4’ dovetail, 4’ full width spring assist 
ramps, will fold flat on trailer. 10,000# 
plus payload, 16’ 18’ + 20’ FREE 
10 ply SPARE. Triton 2-place enclose 
snowmobile trailers; Mission 4-place 
open snowmobile trailers; 2018 6’X12’ 
V-nose, ramp door $2,780.00

Fuel trailers 500 & 990 gallon 
CLOSE-Out ! 16,000# Gravity tilt 

bumper pull trailer. 515-972-4554 
Info & prices: www.FortDodgeTraile-
rWorld.com (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
**STOP STRUGGLING ON 

THE STAIRS** Give your life a lift 
with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call 
now for $250 OFF your stairlift pur-
chase and FREE DVD & brochure! 
1-866-972-4597 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your pre-
scriptions! SAVE! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International pharmacy, 
compare prices and get $25.00 OFF 
your first prescription! CALL 888-438-
6461 Promo Code CDC201725 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The 
All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit. 
Call 844-550-4772 (MCN)

Bathe safely and stay in the home 
you love with the #1 selling Walk-in 
Tub in North America. For an in-home 
appointment, call: 844--583-9021. 
(MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! 
Basement Systems Inc. Call us for all 
of your basement needs! Waterproof-
ing, Finishing, Structural Repairs, Hu-
midity and Mold Control. FREE ESTI-
MATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
A PLACE FOR MOM. The na-

tion’s largest senior living referral ser-
vice. Contact our trusted,local experts 
today! Our service is FREE/no obli-
gation. CALL 1-855-811-8392 (MCN)

Paying too much for car insur-
ance? Not sure? Want better coverage? 
Call now for a free quote and learn 
more today! 855-417-7382 (MCN)

Cross country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company out of state 
move $799 Long Distance Movers 
Get Free quote on your Long distance 
move. 1-800-503-6126 (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  

No paid operators, just real people 
like you.  Browse greetings, exchange 
messages and connect live.  Try it free.  
Call now: 800-357-4970 (MCN)

Wanna flirt and have some fun? 
Livelinks in the best chatline for meet-
ing real singles who know how to have 
a good time! Call Livelinks and make a 
real connection. 866-910-1044 (MCN)

WANTED TO BUY
Want to purchase minerals and 

other oil/gas interests. Send details 
to: P.O. Box 13557, Denver CO 
80201(MCN)

Is your event listed? Send your 
information to:  Newsleader Calen-
dar, P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, Minn. 
56374; fax it to 320-363-4195; or, 
e-mail it to news@thenewsleaders.
com. Most events are listed at no 
cost. Those events are typically free 
or of minimal charge for people to 
attend. Some events, which have 
paid advertising in the Newsleaders, 
are also listed in the calendar and 
may charge more.

Friday, March 2
St. Joseph Area Historical So-

ciety, open 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Old City 
Hall, 25 First Ave. NW. stjosephhis-

toricalmn.org.
Book Sale, hosted by Friends of 

the Little Falls Carnegie Library, 
noon-6 p.m., hardcover books $1, 
paperbacks 50 cents, 108 Third St. 
NE., Little Falls, 320-632-6222.

Saturday, March 3
Book Sale, hosted by Friends of 

the Little Falls Carnegie Library, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m., $2 per bag, 108 Third 
St. NE., Little Falls, 320-632-6222.

Monday, March 5  
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 

p.m., Old City Hall, 25 First Ave. 
NW, St. Joseph.

St. Joseph City Council, 6 p.m., 
council chambers, St. Joseph City 
Hall, 75 Callaway St. E. 320-363-
7201. cityofstjoseph.com.

Tuesday, March 6
St. Joseph Lions Club meeting, 

7:30 p.m., Millstream Park Pavilion 
101 Fifth Ave. NW., St Joseph. Con-
tact Joanne Bechtold  320-363-4483 
for more information.

Thursday, March 8
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 

p.m., Old City Hall, 25 First Ave. 
NW, St. Joseph.

Great River Regional Coin 

Club, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Miller Auto 
Marine Sports Plaza, 2930 Second 
St. S., St. Cloud. 320-241-9229.

St. Joseph Senior Citizens, 1:30 
p.m., St. Joseph Community Fire 
Hall, 323 Fourth Ave. NE. 

All Saints Academy Open 
House, 4:30-7 p.m., 32 Minnesota 
St. W., 320-363-7505 ext. 150, asas-
tjoseph@allsaintsmn.org.

St. Cloud Area Mothers of 
Multiples, 7 p.m., VFW Granite 
Post 428, 9-18th Ave. N., St. Cloud. 
.

Saturday, March 10
St. Joseph Farmers’ Market, 9 

a.m.-1 p.m., Resurrection Lutheran 

Church 610 CR 2. 
Central Minnesota Chapter of 

the Federation of the Blind of 
Minnesota, 12:30 p.m., American 
Legion, 17 Second Ave. N., Waite 
Park.

Sunday, March 11
Mid Minnesota Coin Expo, 9 

a.m.- 4 p.m., Tuscan Center (Mid-
town Square Mall), 3333 Division 
St. W., St. Cloud. 320-260-1971.

Organ Concert with organist 
Lola Wolf., 2:30 p.m. Sacred Heart 
Chapel, St. Benedict’s Monastery, 
104 Chapel Lane, St. Joseph.

Community Calendar

will be arrested on a warrant 
if the refund money is not 
returned immediately. Once 
again, if the money is sent, 
it goes to the crooks, not the 
IRS.

“We want people to call 
us (the police),” Klein said. 
“That’s because we can be-
come aware of the scam and 
notify others about it. In 
most cases, we cannot solve 
the scam, but we can warn 
others, and we can assure 
the people who received the 
calls they are not about to 
get arrested (as the scam-
mers sometimes claim).”

Klein also advises poten-
tial scam victims that if they 
happen to get a number from 
the caller to write it down 
and report that number to 
the police.

Klein’s advice on how to 
handle scams holds true for 
all scamming attempts, not 
just the IRS variety.

The best way to avoid 
any scams, Klein added, is 
to be very skeptical when 
anybody on the phone or in 
person asks for any personal 
information, such as bank-

ing-account numbers. That 
information should never be 
divulged in such situations, 
Klein advised.

What to do
Unfortunately, it’s quite 

a hassle to deal with these 
erroneous refunds because 
cyber-crooks are so sophis-
ticated, so complicated, that 
they can tie a person up in 
knots.

Here are the steps for 
what to do as recommended 
by the IRS and local law en-
forcement:

• Do not spend any IRS 
refund money in your bank 
account unless you are pos-
itive it’s the amount you 
yourself actually filed for. 
Instead, inform your bank 
immediately, and the bank 
can return the erroneous re-
fund, noting it was the result 
of a criminal scam.

• If you have been 
scammed, obtain a Form 
14039 (Identity Theft Affi-
davit) or have your tax pro-
fessional obtain one for you 
when you do your tax forms. 
This will allow IRS officials 
to know you were the victim 
of a scam so your bonafide 
tax filing will be accepted 
and a genuine refund sent 
to you.

• In addition, as soon as 
you learn of the erroneous 
tax refund, call one of the 
following numbers to report 
it immediately: For individu-
al filers, call the IRS at 800-
829-1040; for business filers, 
call 800-829-4933.

• In some cases, cy-
ber-crooks might scam the 
IRS into having your refund 
delivered in your mailbox. 
They hope you cash the 
check and leave the money 
in the bank so they can then 
rip it off. Call the IRS at one 
of the above numbers and 
find out which IRS regional 
office to send the check with 
a letter that you have been 
scammed.

• If you realize you have 
cashed an erroneous check, 
send a personal check or 
money order to your region-
al IRS office, being sure to 
write on the memo line of 
the check “Payment of Erro-
neous Refund” and tax year 
for which the refund was 
issued.

For more detailed infor-
mation about this particu-
lar form of IRS tax-identify 
scam, go to www.irs.gov, 
then go to “Tax Topic Num-
ber 161 – Returning an Erro-
neous Refund.”

Crooks
from front page

by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

The College of St. Benedict 
and St. John’s University recently 
received a $600,000 grant from 
the Andrew W. Mellon Founda-
tion to support initiatives focused 
on inclusive pedagogy and com-
munity building.

The goal for “Becoming Com-
munity” is to teach and enable 
CSB and SJU faculty, staff and 
students to become agents of 
change by preparing them to dis-
mantle oppression rather than 
simply learning about oppression.

“At the College of St. Benedict 
and St. John's University, we 
remain steadfast in our mission 
to ensure every student we serve, 

and every person who works 
here, is fully included in defining 
our community: to have a voice, 
to be treated with respect; to be 
valued; to be transformed as they 
transform us,” said Mary Dana 
Hinton, CSB president, in a press 
release.

The program has several goals 
including the following:

• move beyond awareness to 
become an inclusive community;

• dismantle programs that sup-
port exclusion;

• recruit, hire and support un-
der-represented faculty;

• create an equitable future for 
the region; and

• share what’s learned with 
others in higher education.

CSB, SJU receive 
$600,000 grant

DAV helps veterans of all 
ages and their families 
receive the benefi ts they 
earned. Lend support or 
get free help at DAV.org.

VETERANS FOUGHT 
FOR OUR WAY OF LIFE. 

IT’S OUR DUTY 
TO FIGHT FOR THEIRS.



Friday, March 2, 2018St. Joseph Newsleader • www.thenewsleaders.com8

320.259.5463 OR PARAMOUNTARTS.ORG

SAT, MAR 10
1:00 & 3:30

$6-$14
ONE HOUR

ONE ACT!

A p a r t m e n t s& older

Access online application at www.stcloudhra.com
101 Riverside Drive SE • St. Cloud

Call Joyce at 320-252-0880

Controlled entrance w/video surveillance
Section 8 welcome • Pets allowed

$555
One bedroom

Pot ‘o’ Gold 5k run set for St. Pat’s Day
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleader.com

There will be lots of peo-
ple sporting leprechaun-green 
jogging gear when the third 
annual Pot ‘o’ Gold  5k run 
takes place on St. Patrick’s Day, 
Saturday, March 17, at Pine 

Meadow Elementary School in 
Sartell.

The event, billed as afford-
able, healthy family fun, is one 
of the four annual events in 
the Bernick’s Family Fitness Se-
ries in partnership with the St. 
Cloud YMCA. This year, Pot ‘o’ 
Gold’s main sponsor is Country 

contributed photo

The color green predominated during last year’s Pot ‘o’ Gold 1k and 5k Run event. This is a photo of the kids’ run. The 2018 Pot ‘o’ Gold will take place on St. 
Patrick’s Day (Saturday, March 17) at Pine Meadow Elementary School in Sartell.

Financial of Sartell.
Participants can register on 

the morning of the event. The 
1k kids’ run will begin at 8:30 
a.m. At about 8:45 a.m., the 
5k run will start, as well as a 
two-mile walk. There will be 
face painting for children and 
snacks and refreshments for 
one and all.

“This is an incredible event,” 
race coordinator Evin Haukos 
said. “It’s a way for families to 
be happy and get healthy at an 
activity they can afford.”

The Pot ‘o’ Gold costs $10 
per family, $5 per individual.

“We’re not out to make mon-
ey; we’re happy if we just break 
even,” Haukos added. “Pot ‘o’ 
Gold is a lot of fun because 
to many it’s like an annual re-
union when family and friends 
see one another, and a lot of 
them come from out of town.”

The Bernick’s Family Fitness 
Series, hosted by the YMCA, 
has been very successful, Hau-
kos noted. Last year, in only 
its second year, participation 
increased by 35 percent. There 
were close to 7,000 participants 
for the entire four-part series.

The other events in the line-
up for this year are the Move 
‘n’ Groove 5k run in St. Cloud; 
the Rock Your Soul Trail Run in 
Quarry Park; and the Wishbone 
5k run at the YMCA on Thanks-
giving Day morning. The latter 
even attracted 4,000 runners 
last year.

Haukos, who lives in St. 
Cloud, has always loved orga-
nizing races. His mother, Chris 
Haukos, started the well-known 
annual Earth Day Race at St. 
Cloud State University in 2000.

“I was only 11 years old 
at that time,” Haukos remem-

bered. “And that day I handed 
out water to the runners. In 
the Bernick’s events, we have 
about 150 volunteers handing 
out water.”

Rules
The Pot ‘o’ Gold race will 

take place even if the weather 
that day happens to be inclem-
ent. It is for walkers, joggers 
and race-runners only.

Parents are welcome to ac-
company their children during 
the kids’ race, and participants 
for that race can be children up 
to the age of 12.

Child strollers are allowed 
at the event, and although pets 
on leashes can attend, they are 
discouraged because of safety 
reasons.

To register for the Pot ‘o’ 
Gold, visit its website at scym-
ca.org

Hours: Monday-Thursday Noon-6 p.m., Friday Noon-8 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m.-5 p.m. & Sunday Noon-5 p.m.

Tri-County
Humane Society
735 8th St. NE • PO Box 701

St. Cloud, MN 56302
320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org

12-Dogs  7-Puppies 26-Cats  13-Kittens 
5-Guinea Pigs  4-Rabbits 3-Mice  Total = 71

“Helping one animal won’t change 
the world … but it will change the 

world for that one animal!”

Polar is a 4 year old neutered Alaskan Husky 
mix on the hunt for a feline-free home.  Prior to 
coming to the shelter, Polar competed in multiple 
races as a sled dog and was used to an outdoor 
lifestyle.  Polar gets along well with other dogs 
and isn’t shy about showing his appreciation for 
humans.  This active and sociable pup would be 
best suited in a home with a fenced yard with a 
family that has the energy to keep up with him. 


