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Noah George (left) 
and Karson Ritter, 
both 9, lead a group 
of 18 peers on a 
showshoe hike Feb. 
27 on the grounds of 
Oak Ridge Elementa-
ry School. Students 
from Oak Ridge 
were first to have 
the chance to try 
out the new snow-
shoes, obtained by 
Sartell-St. Stephen 
Community Educa-
tion, in a “pop-up” 
community educa-
tion class. Snow-
shoe hikes are also 
planned after school 
for students who at-
tend Pine Meadow 
Elementary and Sar-
tell Middle schools 
pending favorable 
weather conditions.

Community education dusts off shiny new snowshoes

School board hears chance to host 
student council conventions
by Dave DeMars
news@thenewsleaders.com

The highlight of the Feb. 
26 school board meeting was 
the presentation of members 
of the Sartell High School Stu-
dent Council requesting that 
the board permit them to host 
the 2020 Minnesota Associa-
tion of Student Councils -Min-
nesota Association of Honor 
Societies (MASC-MAHS) State 
Convention.

The convention would be 
sometime in April and the 

Sartell chapter of the MASC-
MAHS would play host for 
four days to 300 – 400 stu-
dents from around the state in 
the new high school.

Gopi Ramanathan kicked 
off the presentation pointing 
out that the convention is 
focused on developing leader-
ship capabilities and opportu-
nities and exchanging ideas to 
work toward improving their 
individual schools. The event 
is capped off with an election 
for the state MASC-MAHS ex-
ecutive board.

Senior Colin Nord explained 
in a bit more detail how last 
year’s MASC-MAHS conven-
tion had benefited him.

“Last year I ran for secre-
tary of the exec. board,” Nord 
said. “Don’t ask me how it 
turned out. I gave it my best 
shot, and even though I didn’t 
win, it was like honestly one 
of the best experiences I have 
ever had. It taught me so much 
about planning, responsibility, 
reaching out to people. It was 
an awesome experience.”

Several students who at-

tended past conventions 
said it provided them with 
opportunities to network with 
students from Rochester, the 
Twin Cities and other areas 
that they would not have had 
the chance to meet.

Cost for hosting the con-
vention would run about $15 
- $20,000, but that cost would 
be borne by the MASC-MAHS 
statewide organization that 
sponsors the convention. Stu-
dents attending the conven-
tion would be housed primar-

School • page 3

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleader.com

There will be lots of people 
sporting leprechaun-green 
jogging gear when the third 
annual Pot ‘o’ Gold  5k run 
takes place on St. Patrick’s 
Day, Saturday, March 17, 
at Pine Meadow Elementary 
School in Sartell.

The event, billed as af-
fordable, healthy family fun, 
is one of the four annual 
events in the Bernick’s Fam-
ily Fitness Series in part-

nership with the St. Cloud 
YMCA. This year, Pot ‘o’ 
Gold’s main sponsor is 
Country Financial of Sartell.

Participants can register 
on the morning of the event. 
The 1k kids’ run will begin 
at 8:30 a.m. At about 8:45 
a.m., the 5k run will start, 
as well as a two-mile walk. 
There will be face painting 
for children and snacks and 
refreshments for one and all.

“This is an incredible 
event,” race coordinator 

Pot ‘o’ Gold 5k run 
set for St. Pat’s Day

contributed photo

The color green predominated during last year’s Pot ‘o’ Gold 1k 
and 5k Run event. This is a photo of the kids’ run. The 2018 Pot 
‘o’ Gold will take place on St. Patrick’s Day (Saturday, March 
17) at Pine Meadow Elementary School in Sartell. Gold • page 3

Senior Connection 
hosts photography 
speaker

The Sartell Senior Connec-
tion will host Stan Lewis, re-
tired St. Cloud State University 
professor, at 2 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 13, at the Sartell Com-
munity Center, 850-19th St. 
S. Lewis will speak about St. 
Cloud photographers in the 
19th and 20th centuries. Lewis 
will talk about the first pro-
fessional photographer in St. 
Cloud and how photography 
helps us learn about the past.

Bird house building 
project set March 
18

A youth birdhouse-build-
ing project is scheduled from 
11a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday, March, 
18, at St. Stephen City Hall, 2 
Sixth Ave. SE. The project is 
sponsored by the St. Stephen 
Sportsmen’s Club and the City 
of St. Stephen.

Seeking nomina-
tions for ATHENA 
Award

The Women’s Fund of the 
Central Minnesota Commu-
nity Foundation is seeking 
nominations for the ATHENA 
Award which is presented to 
a woman who has achieved 
excellence in her career and 
inspires others.  Nominations 
for this award will be accept-
ed until March 30 and the 
recipient will be honored at 
the Central Minnesota Com-
munity Foundation Annual 
Dinner on September 11th. To 
nominate a candidate for the 
ATHENA Award, nominators 
must complete a short form at 
www.communitygiving.org/
athenaaward or by contacting 
Greta Stark-Kraker at gstark@
communitygiving.org.

March is Food 
Share Month

March is Food Share Month 
in Minnesota where donations 
are matched during the month. 
Consider leveraging the match 
by running a food drive within 
your work place, church or 
service club and donate to 
your local food shelf. Catholic 
Charities Emergency Services, 
320-229-4560, or The Salva-
tion Army, 320-252-4552.
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If you have a tip concerning 
a crime, call the Sartell Police 
Department at 320-251-8186 or 
Tri-County Crime Stoppers at 
320-255-1301, or access its tip 
site at www.tricountycrimestop-
pers.org. Crime Stoppers offers 
rewards up to $1,000 for infor-
mation leading to the arrest and 
conviction of those responsible 
for a crime. This information is 
submitted by the Sartell Police 
Department.

Feb. 21
4:48 p.m. Domestic in prog-

ress. First St. NE. Officers were 
dispatched to an apartment com-
plex for a report of a possible 
domestic involving a man and 
woman. Officers separated and 
interviewed each party. Both par-
ties stated the argument was only 
verbal and at no point became 
physical. Officers allowed both 
parties to stay in the apartment 
but advised that someone would 
be asked to leave for the evening 
if officers were called back a 
second time.

Feb. 22
3:11 p.m. Stolen vehicle re-

covered. CR 120. While pa-
trolling near Walmart, an officer 
observed a dark sedan parked in 
the parking lot of Frugal’s. The 
officer thought this was suspi-
cious because the restaurant has 
been closed. A record check re-
vealed the vehicle had been re-
ported stolen in Mendota Heights. 
The vehicle was occupied by two 
people and the officer radioed for 
backup. The driver was placed 
under arrest and charged with 
possession of a stolen vehicle. He 
was transported to Stearns Coun-
ty Jail without incident. The car 
was returned to its owner.

Feb. 23
7:27 p.m. DWI. Highway 15 

and CR 1. While sitting at the 
red light at the intersection of 
Highway 15 and CR 1, an officer 

People
Meghan Roehrich of Sartell 

has been named to the fall 
semester dean’s list at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Oshkosh. 

To qualify for the dean’s list, 
a student must take at least 12 
credits and earn a grade-point 
average of 3.75 or higher.

(Front row) Connor Hacker, Brandon Bonach, Parker Comstock, William Yu, Josh Kern, Mat-
thew Pallansch. (Middle row) Riley Weinand, Joe Folsom, Brady Baxter, Brandon Janu, Parker 
McCabe, Lucas Smith. (Back row) Assistant Coach Austin Guggenberger, Logan Kubesh, Gavin 
Henkemeyer, Tommy Franke, Assistant Coach Ryan Bidinger, Michael Webster, Hayden Walters, 
Head Coach Brian McCormack.

Sartell Bantam A hockey 
team beat Edina 5-3 in the 
Bantam A West Regional 
Hockey Tournament Cham-

pionship game.  They are 
headed to the Bantam A 
State Hockey Tournament.  
The boys defeated Arm-

strong Cooper, Minnetonka 
and Edina to advance as 
the  No. 1 seed from the 
West.

Sartell Bantam A hockey team headed to State Tournament. 

Obituary
Virgil J. Christensen, 88

Aug. 4, 1929-Feb. 27, 2018

St. Stephen

Funeral services 
were Saturday, 
March 3, 2018, at 
St. Stephen’s Cath-
olic Church in St. 
Stephen for Virgil J. 
Christensen, 88, of 
St. Stephen. Virgil passed away on 
Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2018, at St. Cloud 
Hospital surrounded by his loving 
family. The Rev. Eugene Doyle of-
ficiated. Burial will take place in 
Bethlehem Lutheran Cemetery in 
Askov.

Family and friends called on 
Friday at the Daniel Funeral Home 
in St. Joseph and on Saturday at the 

church in St. Stephen.
Virgil was born on August 4, 

1929, in Askov to the late Harold 
and Margrethe (Sorensen) Chris-
tensen. He proudly served in the 
U.S. Army from 1948 - 1952 during 
the Korean Conflict. He was sta-
tioned in Okinawa, Japan. Virgil 
began his career as a Heavy Truck/
Diesel Mechanic in 1952. He met 
the love his life, Bertha “Dolly” 
Morris and they were married on 
November 7, 1964, in Sandstone. 
They created a loving home, raising 
four children and enjoying 48 years 
together.

They settled in St. Stephen in 
1998. Virgil was the heart of the 
family business, C & H Truck Re-
pair in Waite Park. He was passion-
ate about his work and the shop up 
until his passing.

He loved spending time with his 
family and friends, telling a good 
story, dancing, fishing and tinkering 
in the garage and with his boat. Vir-
gil will be remembered for his hard 
work ethic and good-natured per-
sonality. He was a loving husband, 
father, grandfather and friend who 
will be dearly missed!

He is survived by his children, 
Terry of Sioux Falls, S.D., Victoria 
Ingram (fiancé Scott MacKissock) 
of Little Falls, Cindy Christensen 
(Tom Brausen) of St. Stephen, Wen-
dy (Patrick) Hicks of St. Stephen; 
grandchildren, Kayla, Steffen, Bri-
anna and Meghan; and sister, Doris 
Hedtke of Fergus Falls.

Virgil was preceded in death by 
his wife, Dolly in 2011; brother, 
Thue; and son-in-law, Rick Ingram.

Memorials are preferred.

Blotter
observed a pickup enter the inter-
section out of turn and complete 
a U-turn from northbound High-
way 15 to southbound Highway 
15. The officer stopped the truck 
for stop-light violation. While 
speaking with the driver the of-
ficer observed strong odors of 
alcoholic beverages. The driver 
admitted to drinking and was run 
through field sobriety testing. Af-
ter failing all of the officer’s tests, 
the driver submitted to a PBT 
test. The test showed the driver 
was almost three times over the 
legal limit. The driver was placed 
under arrest and could be charged 
with third-degree DWI.

Feb. 24
12:58 p.m. Medical. Ninth 

Street North. Officers were dis-
patched for a report of an elderly 
man possibly having a heart at-
tack. Upon arrival officers gave 
the patient oxygen. One officer 
stayed with the patient and mon-
itored his condition while a sec-
ond officer received medical his-
tory from the family. The family 
stated the man’s chest pains be-
gan the day before while he was 
shoveling snow. Gold Cross took 
the man to St. Cloud Hospital.

Feb. 25
10:07 p.m. Traffic stop. Riv-

erside Avenue North and  Sar-
tell Street West. An officer was 
advised of a suspicious driver 
entering the city from Sauk Rap-
ids. The officer saw the vehicle 
as it crossed the Sartell Bridge. 
The officer followed the vehi-
cle and observed several moving 
violations. The officer stopped 
the vehicle. While speaking with 
the driver, the officer observed 
several signs indicating he was 
impaired. The driver was unable 
to successfully complete field 
sobriety testing. The driver was 
placed under arrest for suspi-
cion of DWI. While conducting 
a vehicle search officers found a 
controlled substance. The driver 
could be charged with fourth-de-
gree DWI and fifth-degree pos-
session of a controlled substance. 
The vehicle was impounded.

Feb. 27
12:48 a.m. Traffic stop. CR 1 

and Ninth Avenue North. An of-
ficer observed a vehicle directly 
in front of him with a cracked 
windshield. The officer stopped 
the vehicle. While speaking with 
the driver the officer learned that 
the driver didn’t have a valid 
license or proof of insurance on 
the vehicle. A records checked 
the driver’s license was revoked. 
The driver was cited for driving 
after revocation and no proof of 
insurance. He was warned for the 
cracked windshield.
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ily with host families in the 
area or, in some cases, stay at 
local hotels.

Sartell has been chosen to 
host the convention, but what 
is needed is the permission of 
the board to use the facilities 
in order to make it a tru-
ly exciting experience. It was 
pointed out that this would be 
an excellent chance to show-
case the new high school, the 
community and the area.

Other business
The board heard a short 

presentation on progress on 
building the new high school. 
Despite snow and inclement 
weather, the building is still 
on schedule Project Manager 
Lee Gruen said. Heat has been 
introduced into some areas 
of the building to facilitate 
internal work. The project is 
on budget.

The board also received a 
report on the MN Statewide 
Longitudinal Education Data 
System (SLEDS).

SLEDS is a statewide com-
puter study that focuses on 
examining the most efficient 
ways to achieve successful 
outcomes in education and 
work. The chief idea is to fol-
low the progress of students 
as they move out of the Sar-
tell school system and onto 
further education or into the 
world of work. The study tries 
to answer the question of how 
well are students prepared to 
accept the challenges of high-
er education, or the world of 
work.

Sartell has been doing an 
excellent job of preparation in 
comparison to other commu-
nities involved in the study.

Superintendent Jeff Schwie-
bert reported on a meeting 
with the city of Sartell Eco-
nomic Development Commit-
tee to discuss what is happen-
ing at school. It was a very 
positive meeting Schwiebert 
reported.

“The thing that I thought 
was really important was that 
they came right in and said, 
‘you are what has built this 
city. Our growth right now is 
taking place because of the 
things that are happening at 
the school and what is going 
on with the school.’”

One of the items briefly 
discussed was how to attract 
people to come to the com-
munity , Schwiebert said. The 
fact that there is very little 
in the way of medium-level 
housing works against com-
munity growth.

“A lot of our people who 
work in custodial, clerical, 
and bus driving positions – 
they are not living in the 
community because they can’t 
find homes in the communi-
ty,” Schwiebert said.

School
from front page

Evin Haukos said. “It’s a 
way for families to be happy 
and get healthy at an activi-
ty they can afford.”

The Pot ‘o’ Gold costs $10 
per family, $5 per individ-
ual.

“We’re not out to make 
money; we’re happy if we 
just break even,” Haukos 
added. “Pot ‘o’ Gold is a lot 
of fun because to many it’s 
like an annual reunion when 
family and friends see one 

another, and a lot of them 
come from out of town.”

The Bernick’s Family Fit-
ness Series, hosted by the 
YMCA, has been very suc-
cessful, Haukos noted. Last 
year, in only its second year, 
participation increased by 35 
percent. There were close 
to 7,000 participants for the 
entire four-part series.

The other events in the 
lineup for this year are the 
Move ‘n’ Groove 5k run in 
St. Cloud; the Rock Your 
Soul Trail Run in Quarry 
Park; and the Wishbone 5k 
run at the YMCA on Thanks-
giving Day morning. The 

latter even attracted 4,000 
runners last year.

Haukos, who lives in St. 
Cloud, has always loved or-
ganizing races. His mother, 
Chris Haukos, started the 
well-known annual Earth 
Day Race at St. Cloud State 
University in 2000.

“I was only 11 years old at 
that time,” Haukos remem-
bered. “And that day I hand-
ed out water to the runners. 
In the Bernick’s events, we 
have about 150 volunteers 
handing out water.”

Rules
The Pot ‘o’ Gold race will 

take place even if the weath-
er that day happens to be 
inclement. It is for walk-
ers, joggers and race-runners 
only.

Parents are welcome to 
accompany their children 
during the kids’ race, and 
participants for that race can 
be children up to the age of 
12.

Child strollers are allowed 
at the event, and although 
pets on leashes can attend, 
they are discouraged be-
cause of safety reasons.

To register for the Pot ‘o’ 
Gold, go to its website at 
scymca.org

Gold
from front page

City seeks park input from Morningstar residents
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

S a r t e l l 
is planning 
to improve 
Morningstar 
N e i g h b o r -
hood Park, 
and it needs 
r e s i d e n t s ’ 
help to do 
that.

Residents, especially those 
who live in the Morningstar 
area, are being requested to 
fill out an online survey before 
Tuesday, March 13. The sev-
en-question survey takes only a 
couple of minutes to complete. 
The results of the survey will 
be tabulated, summarized and 
presented at a meeting in the 
Morningstar neighborhood at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 22. 
Residents there will be notified 
by letter of the meeting.

To take the survey, go to 
the city’s website at www.sar-
tellmn.com, then scroll down 
to “Sartell City News” and right 
under that heading is one that 
says “Neighborhood Park Sur-
vey.” Click where it says “here” 
in the paragraph.

After the survey deadline, 
March, 13, the Sartell Park 
Commission will discuss the 
survey’s responses at its March 
27 meeting. The commission 
meets every other month.

At the Morningstar meeting, 
there will be personnel from 
several of Sartell’s city depart-
ments because park planning 
often involves a variety of as-
pects, such as public works, 
safety issues, budgeting and the 
planning department.

Sartell City Planner Nate 
Keller said the Morningstar sur-
vey is just the latest in sur-
veys pertaining to the 37 Sartell 
parks. The parks vary greatly in 

size and amenities. Keller said 
the city is always seeking to 
make improvements with input 
from residents. The people in 
Sartell, he said, highly value 
their parks and other green 
spaces, as so many surveys 
have indicated.

Last year, the city did sur-
veys for Meadowlake and Sabre 
Oaks parks.

“We had really good turn-
outs when we met with neigh-
bors who live near those two 
parks,” Keller said.

Morningstar
Morningstar Park is a small 

park, under an acre, Keller not-
ed. It is just off of 15th Street 
North, east of Celebration Lu-
theran Church.

The park currently has a 
playground on one side with a 
couple of benches and a cov-
ered picnic table. The other half 
of the park is basically an open 

green space.
Keller said he is eager to hear 

from residents there. Some-
times, he noted, residents are 
happy with some very basic im-
provements, such as an asphalt 
pathway that was installed in 
Meadowlake Park upon resi-
dents’ requests.

The survey
The Morningstar survey 

asked questions about age 
group, frequency of visits to the 
park, reasons that keep some 
people from visiting the park 
and what residents would con-
sider their top three priorities, 
which can be chosen from a list 
or suggested under “Other.”

Questions?
Questions can be addressed 

to Nate Keller, city planner, at 
nate.keller@sartellmn.com or 
at 320-258-7316.

Keller

Township elections are Tuesday
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

Area townships conduct 
elections and annual meetings 
on Tuesday, March 13.

Poll hours vary by town-
ship.

There are no contested elec-
tions in any of the area town-
ships.

Brockway:

Town Hall, 43710-85th Ave.

3 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Both offices unopposed.

Clerk: two-year term - Con-
nie Pesta.

Supervisor: three-year term 
- George L. Fiedler.

Collegeville:

Town Hall, 27724 CR 50.
1 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Both offices are unopposed.

Supervisor: three-year term 
- Craig Guggenberger.

Clerk: two-year term - Joe 
Pohl.

St. Joseph:

Town Hall, 935 College Ave. 
S.

10 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Unopposed supervisor 
three-year term - Jerome Sal-
zer.

St. Wendel:

Town Hall, 36922 CR 4.
Noon - 8 p.m.

Unopposed supervisor 
three-year term - David Dou-
vier.

LeSauk Township does not 
have an election but its annual 
meeting will be at 7 p.m. at the 
Town Hall, 220 Fourth Ave. S. 
Sartell.

Meth found, arrests made in police raids
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

A region-wide investiga-
tion of methamphetamine 
sales and distribution in-
cluded police action in the 
100 block of Second Street 
South in Sartell.

The Central Minneso-
ta Violent Offender Task 
Force executed 11 search 
warrants at nine different 
locations in Sartell, Sauk 
Rapids, St. Cloud and Ben-
ton and Stearns counties 

on Feb. 28 and March 1.
Officers found more than 

eight pounds of meth and 
recovered $7,500 in the 
raids, according to the task 
force.

The following people 
were arrested during the 
investigation:  Heidi Aus-
tin, 36; Anthony Keeney, 
52; Justin Ginter, 30; Mi-
chael Stempson, 35; Al-
fredo Medina, 39; Cassan-
dra Schlottman, 35; Susan 
Solomonson, 45; Brooklyn 

Streit-Applegate, 21; Ashley 
Kirckof, 25; David Roering, 
57; Ricardo Medina 38; Le-
roy Theisen, 65.  Two addi-
tional individuals; Heather 
Christensen 32, and Delia 
Thompson, 22 were arrest-
ed on outstanding war-
rants.

The task force includes 
officers from Little Falls, 
Sauk Rapids and St. Cloud 
and deputies from Stearns, 
Benton, Sherburne, Todd 
and Morrison counties.
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Spacious (1,500-square-foot) two-bedroom basement 
apartment with above-ground windows, chef’s kitchen, 

private backyard, on-site laundry, downtown St. Joseph.
Within walking distance of EVERYthing.
Utilities included. Non-smokers only.

Call Collin at 320-493-9212

FOR RENT
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY - $995

As you may have guessed, I am passionate about Dry Eye 
treatment. I head up a Dry Eye clinic at Insight Eye Care, where  
we take special care to take a thorough history and determine  
the best treatment plan for each patient. We then follow up  
with our patients and modify treatments as needed since  
each patient’s dry eye is unique. I am excited that there are  
so many emerging options for dry eye patients, especially  
really dif�cult cases. Ask us today about your symptoms.  
I don’t suffer from dry eye, but tired eyes, chasing two kiddos. 

Schedule your appointment with

“I have two adopted children from 
Ethiopia, and there wasn’t a ‘dry eye’ in 

the house when we brought them home.”
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each patient’s dry eye is unique. I am excited that there are 
so many emerging options for dry eye patients, especially 
really dif�cult cases. Ask us today about your symptoms. 
I don’t suffer from dry eye, but tired eyes, chasing two kiddos. 

Schedule your appointment with

each patient’s dry eye is unique. I am excited that there are 
so many emerging options for dry eye patients, especially 
really dif�cult cases. Ask us today about your symptoms. 
I don’t suffer from dry eye, but tired eyes, chasing two kiddos. 

Schedule your appointment with
Anna E. Malikowski, O.D.

insighteyecare.us
St. Cloud Becker Paynesville
320-253-0365 763-244-1700 320-204-6400

Stay connected.

320.259.5463 OR PARAMOUNTARTS.ORG 

get
your

tickets

today!

CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK’S DAY WEEKEND! WITH IRELAND'S #1 BILLBOARD ARTISTS

FRI & SAT, MAR 16 & 17•7:30• $18$19

photo by Carolyn Bertsch

Ethan Rowe, 4, of Sartell, tries out the back seat of a Sartell police car Jan 20 as Reserve Officer 
Adam Fettig stands by. The police car was inside the Waters Church in Sartell for all to explore 
during the first “Cocoa with a Cop” event.

photo by Carolyn Bertsch

Wednesday Karsky, 6, of Sartell, enjoys her freedom again af-
ter a moment in handcuffs with Reserve Officer Adam Fettig. 
Karsky was one of about 200 visitors to the Waters Church in 
Sartell Jan 20 for the first “Cocoa with a Cop” event organized 
by community-service officer Jordan Miller. Nine officers were 
present to chat with guests, demonstrate equipment and even 
play on inflatables with children.

photo by Carolyn Bertsch

A Sartell family peers at a drug-identification board Jan. 20 with Reserve Officer Adam Fettig 
nearby to answer questions. From left to right are Jordan Feiler, 6; Megan Voss; Adyleigh Hin-
nenkamp, 3; and Riylan Hennenkamp, 7.

Cocoa with a Cop draws a crowd
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FREE 
Buffet with the purchase of 2 regular 

drinks and a full price buffet.
Not valid with any other offers or 

special prices. 

1 FREE
Regular-priced breakfast entry off 

the menu with purchase of one
and two drinks.

Monday - Friday 7am -10:30am.

101 7th st n sartell •  320-744-3004  •  cornerstonebuffet.com

Friday
night surf

& turf
buffet

BakedTurtleLentspecial

Kids need Annual 
Eye Exams too! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FAMILY TODAY

Call Us: (320) 258-3915
Schedule Online: PineConeVisionCenter.com

2180 Troop Drive, Sartell 
320.258.3915  |  PineConeVisionCenter.com

Studies show 1 in 5 preschool aged 
children have a vision problem that 
screenings can’t detect.

Sartell friends plan to double
the size of their Waite Park salon
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

Three women who became 
friends when they were stu-
dents at Sartell High School 
have plans to double the size 
of their salon business with a 
move to a new location.

Sisters Alex and Jackie 
Hyndman and Nikki Kruger 
started Poppy Salon in Waite 
Park five years ago. By April 1, 
the women plan to move to a 
new site just east of 10th Ave-
nue N. on Great Oak Drive.

The salon space will be 
twice as big and the women 
plan to increase the staff from 
about 20 to between 40 and 50 
stylists and managers.

The new location will keep 
what they call a “comfortable, 
welcoming feel” and sleek, pol-
ished style with a rustic edge.

The new site offers more 
parking and easier street access 
from two entrances.

“We’ve always prided our-
selves on customer service and 
a really great team that treats 
each employee like family,” 
Jackie Hyndman said.

The new space will include 
20 styling stations, a dedicated 
spray tan room and a treat-
ment room for body waxing 
and massage.

photo by Mike Knaak

Poppy Salon owners Nikki Kruger (front) and Alex (back left) 
and Jackie Hyndman are planning a move to a new, bigger 
location in Waite Park.

Find us on 

The Newsleaders

by Vicki Ikeogu
news@thenewsleaders.com

The Subway may be gone, 
but County Manor staff, residents 
and members of the public seem 
to be enjoying the new dining 
option in its place.

Open since Dec. 1, Good To 
Go restaurant, 520 First St. NE,  
provides deli-style sandwich op-
tions made fresh by in-house 
staff.

“It’s been going really well,” 
said Emily Frericks, County Man-
or’s director of public relations 
and marketing. “People are really 
excited about the new line of 
products. We’ve heard nothing 
but positive feedback.”

Frericks said Good To Go was 
developed as a response to cus-
tomers requesting more variety 
and convenience in food choices.

“So, we created an in-house 
company to create healthier, 
fresh options,” she said. “We’ve 

been planning this for a very long 
time.”

Good To Go features a variety 
of menu items such as wraps 
and cheeseburgers for meals on 
the go. But Frericks said the new 
restaurant also provides take-
and-bake pizzas and flatbreads 
for those looking for a quick and 
easy meal to take home.

Breakfast options like coffee, 
hot oatmeal and yogurt cups are 
also available.

“I wouldn’t consider Good 
To Go to be like a convenience 
store,” Frericks said. “It will defi-
nitely have a more coffee-shop 
feel where people can sit down 
and grab a quick lunch or bring 
food home to their families.”

Because of its in-house capa-
bilities, Frericks said Good To Go 
staff are able to accept and act 
upon customer requests for new 
product quicker.

“That’s been a benefit,” she 
said. “We can continue to change 

and respond to requests. Because 
everything is made by us we are 
able to have more variety.”

Frericks said the average price 
for lunchtime fare is around $5.

Frericks said a majority of 
the former Subway staffers have 
stayed on with Good To Go. Sev-
eral new employees were also 
added to the cafe as well bring-
ing staffing totals to around 16 
employees.

“Our staff will also be open to 
suggestions and requests to in-
corporate changes to the menu,” 
she said. “I mean, unless you go 
to the grocery store all the time, 
options to grab something quick 
and healthy are limited. We want 
to provide something healthy and 
really be an asset to our commu-
nity.”

Good To Go restaurant is open 
7:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m. Saturday 
and 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Sunday.

New Country Manor restaurant 
well received in area

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

The Sartell City Council is 
considering scheduling more 
workshops – or at least one 
this coming July that would be 
for the purpose of discussing 
overall budget plans and goals.

Council member David Pe-
terson said in the past he had 
found such workshops to be 
very beneficial in getting a 
grasp of what the city is doing 
and where it is headed. In years 
past, such regularly scheduled 
meetings were called Commit-
tee of the Whole and were 
usually not billed as public 
meetings – just informal talk 
sessions after which the council 
would take no action or votes. 
Peterson said he would like 
the council to have workshop 
meetings once every month, 
starting this July.

Mayor Sarah Jane Nicoll said 
a former council member was 
not at all happy about such 

meetings because the council 
member said the public thought 
council members could be se-
cretive by discussing issues out 
of public view. Thus, the COW 
meetings fell from favor.

All on the council at the 
Feb. 26 meeting agreed with 
Peterson that workshops are 
beneficial, good ways to thor-
oughly understand issues and 
proposed projects before a vote 
is taken on them at the regu-
lar council meetings. However, 
most on the council said they 
are not convinced such meet-
ings would be necessary every 
month of the year, as Peterson 
suggested.

The council came to a con-
sensus that there will be a July 
workshop meeting at which 
time the members can decide 
how many more, if any, will be 
needed in the following months 
with the possibility of schedul-
ing them whenever there is a 
council consensus that one or 
more are needed.

Council considers more 
workshop meetings

News
   Tips?

Call the Newsleader
at 363-7741
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Kent Nelson, Sartell

In medieval or Renaissance times 
kings, (the governing monarchs), 
would employ court jesters to amuse 
the king’s court with jokes, skits 
ridiculing the king or members of 
his court and debasing the royal pro-
tocols of the court. The jester was 
usually a midget both in stature and 
mind, the more misshapen the more 
his appeal. He was granted immu-
nity for his actions, and as long as 
he didn’t over-reach himself he was 
accepted and could continue being 
the jester.

The court jester is a universal 
character; he can be found in all 
cultures and nations. Jester or fool 
comes from Latin follis (a bag of 
wind or bellows). They say whatever 
comes to their minds. They cannot 
control their impulses and thus are 

considered by some as truth-tellers. 
However, they are professional fools.

Fast forward to the 21s century 
and our current president (the gov-
erning monarch). In his latest outing 
he displayed all the characteristics 
of the court jester, a buffoon of epic 
proportions. He started by proudly 
proclaiming that he was going off 
script - much to the embarrassment 
of his writers and advisers.

The drivel that followed included 
the following: mentioning “crooked 
Hillary,” saying that his court had 
grown up with the Three Stooges as 
their role models, responding with 
the obligatory, “Lock her up!” to Hil-
lary. He then preened about his bald 
spot and hair condition all the while 
looking at himself in the monitor 
and saying to his court how he loved 
looking at himself. The applause of 
the hundreds in attendance embraced 

his failing self-worth of the idea that 
he was still loved, although only by 
his mindless base. He mentioned 
“The Wall,” and his base shouted in 
unison, “Mexico will pay!” He jab-
bered on about about other campaign 
promises and finished with the oft 
criticism of the media or fake news 
as he describes it.

And despite this fake news, the 
court jester (or con man as Ted Cruz 
called him), our president still feels 
he is loved, and one only has to lis-
ten in to his number-one syncopating 
admirer Sean Hannity extolling the 
con man’s virtues to understand this 
phenomenon.

Shakespeare, a master at describ-
ing human foibles, said it best: “Fool-
ery, sir, does walk about the orb 
like the sun; it shines everywhere.” 
Shakespeare, Twelfth Night (3.1 39-
40.)

Top 10s, Favorites and Bests lists 
rank just about everything from cars 
to college degrees.

Some of these are truly silly such 
as David Letterman’s nightly rank-
ings on late-night TV.

Lists aim to inform but more of-
ten entertain. Some are serious and 
useful while others are meant to en-
ergize debate and discussion.

U.S. News and World Report 
has for years ranked colleges. Col-
lege-bound students and their par-
ents study the rankings looking for 
the best education at the best price 
at the coolest campus. Meanwhile, 
college admissions officials cringe.

This past week U.S. News pub-
lished another list that might make 
Minnesotans cringe.

The list of 10 Best States in Amer-
ica ranked Minnesota No. 2.

High scores for Quality of Life 
(No. 2), Opportunity (No. 3) Infra-
structure (No. 6) and Health Care 
(No. 7) pushed Minnesota to the 
top. Both those scores were not quite 
good enough to make Minnesota 
No. 1.

That ranking went to IOWA.
So how did that happen? A story 

accompanying the list notes Min-
nesota’s leadership in health care, 
education, culture and income.

Iowa leads the nation in Infra-
structure and gets high Health Care 
and Opportunity scores.

Minnesota’s rivalry 
with its southern neighbor reaches 
a full-throated peak when the Go-
phers play the Hawkeyes in football. 
When the game is in Minneapolis, 
thousands of black and yellow-clad 
fans pay top dollar for admission to 
see which team gets possession of 
bronze pig in a rivalry that dates to 
1935.

The chant “Who hates Iowa? We 
hate Iowa” is one of the few than 
can be shared in a family newspaper.

But mostly it’s good fun for all.
Rankings and lists drive the inter-

net. Buzz Feed and other sites have 
sharpened the obsession to an art 
form.

For readers, lists provide a mix of 
entertainment and information. For 
digital media, lists are serious busi-
ness that drive their revenue model.

Internet sites live and die by page 
views, time on site and readers shar-
ing the content.

Lists hit the target on all three. 
Lists are typically displayed so that 
readers must click to a new page to 
see each of the entries on the list 
rather than viewing the entire list 

on one page. With each click, a new 
collection of ads pops into view.

As readers click through the list 
pages, they rack up additional min-
utes on the website, and if editors 
and designers have done their jobs, 
headlines and links to even more 
stories keep readers hooked.

And then there’s sharing. How 
many Iowans do you think shared 
(along with a wiseacre comment) 
the Best States rankings with their 
Minnesota friends and relatives?

The Best States lists are perfect for 
ribbing our neighbors (North Dakota 
ranked No. 4) but other more serious 
rankings deserve attention.

For example, Minnesota’s 348 
traffic deaths in 2017 was the low-
est since the 274 deaths in 1943, 
when gas was rationed and motor-
ists couldn’t buy tires.

Nationwide, Minnesota tied for 
first place with Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island for the fewest fatalities 
per miles traveled in 2017.

There’s another ranking Minne-
sotans can be proud of. In the 2016 
election, 74.5 percent of Minneso-
tans voted. That’s a No. 1 ranking 
and for those keeping score, Iowa 
was No. 5.

We can keep that ranking by 
voting this fall and making sure our 
friends and family members are reg-
istered and get to the polls.

The ideas expressed in the letters to the editor and of the 
guest columnists do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Newsleaders.

Letters to the editor may be sent to news@thenewsleaders.
com or P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, MN 56374. Deadline is noon 
Monday. Please include your full name for publication (and ad-
dress and phone number for verification only.) Letters must be 
350 words or less. We reserve the right to edit for space.

OpinionOpinion

Letter to the editor

We’re No. 2 and guess who’s No. 1
Mike 

Knaak
Editor

It’s no surprise that gun safety measures aren’t 
going anywhere fast in Washington, D.C., or St. 
Paul.

Republicans have shown little interest in ac-
tion.

In St. Paul, a sixth measure gun-related bill has 
been introduced by five House Republicans that 
would allow trained and permitted school staff 
to carry firearms. It’s HF3286 and no committee 
action has been scheduled.

Like most disasters, mass school shooting 
won’t be solved with one law change or one but 
instead a combination of actions.

Policy makers need to look at the causes such 
as mental health issues and school culture but 
also the means such as availability of assault rifles 
and high-capacity magazines.

In the debate over causes, policy makers point 
to what they perceive as a lack of clear direction.

At the federal level, Donald Trump needs to 
look no further than to step out of the Oval Office 
and ask the Secret Service.

In 2002, the Secret Service and U.S. Depart-
ment of Education published a report titled “Im-
plications for the Prevention of School Attacks in 
the United States.’

The agencies launched the research after Col-
umbine and other school shootings. The 63-page 
report attempted to answer two questions that are 
still being debated: “Could we have known that 
these attacks were being planned?” and, “What 
can be done to prevent future attacks from oc-
curring?”

The study is available here: www.secretservice.
gov/data/protection/ntac/ssi_final_report.pdf

Here are the 10 key findings of the report:
-Incidents of targeted violence at school rarely 

are sudden, impulsive acts.
-Prior to most incidents, other people knew 

about the attacker’s idea and/or plan to attack.
-Most attackers did not threaten their targets 

directly prior to advancing the attack.
-There is no accurate or useful profile of stu-

dents who engaged in targeted school violence.
-Most attackers engaged in some behavior pri-

or to the incident that caused others concern or 
indicated a need for help.

-Most attackers had difficulty coping with 
significant losses or personal failures. Moreover, 
many had considered or attempted suicide.

-Many attackers felt bullied, persecuted or in-
jured by others prior to the attack.

-Most attackers had access to and had used 
weapons prior to the attack.

-In many cases, other students were involved 
in some capacity.

-Despite prompt law enforcement responses, 
most shooting incidents were stopped by means 
other than law enforcement intervention.

All of the findings conclude with actions that 
can be taken to address the causes. Do they sound 
familiar?

These findings are more than 15 years old. 
Why haven’t they been acted on? Isn’t it finally 
time?

Our View
After 15 years, 
time to act 
on safety report

Reader says Trump is a court jester

Kay Steiner, Sartell

You are absolutely right Erin. 
Someone should have shown be-
nevolence to Cruz when he demon-
strated mental disability and anger 
and put out terror messages. For 
Pete’s Sake! This person was on 
medication, his “adoptive” parents 
were aware, the school knew, the 
FBI knew and the police knew.

You are right! The students 
needed protection from police, FBI, 

“paid adoptive parents” and school 
officials. They did not do their job.

Violence and people on drugs is 
not going to quit anytime soon nor 
without some strategic changes in 
drug and psychiatric policies in 
this country and unfortunately also 
immigration policies... as demon-
strated by the attack of a Muslim 
on shoppers at the St. Cloud shop-
ping center a year ago.

He didn’t have a gun but the 
fact also remains... guns don’t kill 

people and knives don’t kill peo-
ple. It would seem not even people 
kill people, but bad policies kill 
people.

You have your freedom because 
patriots took up firearms and de-
fended your liberty (this includes 
my three sons who volunteered) 
when it is your turn will you vol-
unteer? In the meantime, study 
policy... guns and knives don’t 
kill people! They are inanimate! 
Capisce!

Letter to the editor
Reader responds to gun violence Editorial and Letter
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   WANTED Horse Machinery, Grain 
or Corn Binder, Thrasher, Silo Filler, Hay-
Loader, Milk Tank, Corn Sheller, Barn for 
salvage Amish farmer 715-697-2916 (MCN)

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 

ADOPTION? Call us first. Living expens-
es, housing, medical, and continued support 
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of your 
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047. (MCN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GUN SHOW - Pocahontas, IA - 

March 17 & 18, 2018. Sat. 9-5; Sun 9-3, 
Pocahontas County Expo, 1 Block East 
of Courthouse. Food on Site. Buy * Sell* 
Trade Contact Chad Boyson 712-358-1051. 
(MCN)

GILBERT’S SALE YARD MACHIN-
ERY CONSIGNMENT SALE, APRIL 9, 
9:00 A.M.. Advertising Deadline Mar. 23. 
No Small Items, Tires after Mar. 30. CON-
SIGN TODAY, 641-398-2218, Hwy 218, 
Floyd, IA, www.gilbertsaleyard.com (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 

BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Com-
petitive Offer! Nationwide FREE Pick Up! 
Call Now For a Free Quote! 888-366-5659! 
(MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 

& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second 
speed No contract or commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. 
Call 1-855-577-7502  (MCN)

Exede satellite internet. Affordable, 
high speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save $100.  
Plans start at $39.99/month.  Call 1-800-
712-9365 (MCN)

SAVE on internet and TV bun-
dles!Order the best exclusive cable and 
satellite deals in your area! If eligible, get 
up to $300 in Visa Gift Cards. CALL NOW! 
1-800-925-0146 (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As 14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Technolo-
gy. Stream Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now - Get 
NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE! Every Game. 
Every Sunday. CHOICE- All-Included 
Package. Over 185 Channels. $60/month 
(for 12 Months.) CALL 1- 844-245-2232 
(MCN)

CABLE INTERNET Phone $29.99 
each! No one beats our prices! Bundle and 
save huge now! Only $29.99 each! We are 
your local installers! Hurry, Call Now offer 
ends soon! 1-888-858-0262 (MCN)

DISH Network Satellite Television 
Service. Now Over 190 channels for ONLY 

$49.99/mo! FREE Installation, FREE 
Streaming, FREE HD.Add Internet for 
$14.95 a month. 1-800-732-9635 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  Page 

Publishing will help you self-publish your 
own book. FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call now: 855-
623-8796 (MCN)

CLASS A TRUCK DRIVER. North 
Central region. Earn up to $70,000. No 
touch freight. Good benefits. All mile paid. 
Nice equipment. 2 years experience needed. 
Call 507-437-9905. Apply on-line WWW.
MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

FOR SALE
FRUIT & NUT TREES From $15. 

Blueberry, Strawberry, Grape, Asparagus, 
Evergreen & Hardwood Plants & MORE! 
FREE Catalog. WOODSTOCK NURSERY, 
N1831 Hwy 95, Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll 
Free 888-803-8733 wallace-woodstock.com 
(MCN)

Trailer Sales! Skildloader trailer 
14,000# with LESS LOAD ANGLE! 4’ 
dovetail, 4’ full width spring assist ramps, 
will fold flat on trailer. 10,000# plus pay-
load, 16’ 18’ + 20’ FREE 10 ply SPARE. 
Triton 2-place enclose snowmobile trailers; 
Mission 4-place open snowmobile trailers; 
2018 6’X12’ V-nose, ramp door $2,780.00.  
16,000# Gravity tilt bumper pull trailer. 515-
972-4554 Info & prices: www.FortDodgeT-
railerWorld.com (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Stop OVERPAYING for your pre-
scriptions! SAVE! Call our licensed Cana-
dian and International pharmacy, compare 
prices and get $25.00 OFF your first pre-
scription! CALL 888-438-6461 Promo Code 
CDC201725 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No 
tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit. Call 844-550-
4772  (MCN)

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 24-
48 months. Pay a fraction of what you owe.  
A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt Relief 
855-995-1557. (MCN)

Bathe safely and stay in the home 
you love with the #1 selling Walk-in Tub 
in North America. For an in-home appoint-
ment, call: 844--583-9021. (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Base-
ment Systems Inc. Call us for all of your 
basement needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, 
Structural Repairs, Humidity and Mold Con-
trol. FREE ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-
8195 (MCN)

LAND FOR SALE
MONTANA, WYOMING land 

starting at $485/acre. Owner financing 
O.A.C.Buildable, roads, views, elk, natl 
forest! 1-800-682-8088 www.rmtland.com 
(MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 

largest senior living referral service. Contact 

our trusted,local experts today! Our service 
is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-855-811-
8392 (MCN)

Paying too much for car insur-
ance?Not sure? Want better coverage? Call 
now for a free quote and learn more today! 
855-417-7382 (MCN)

Cross country Moving, Long distance 
Moving Company out of state move $799 
Long Distance Movers Get Free quote on 
your Long distance move. 1-800-503-6126 
(MCN)

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS**Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD 
& brochure! 1-866-972-4597 (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  No 

paid operators, just real people like you.  
Browse greetings, exchange messages and 
connect live.  Try it free.  Call now: 800-
357-4970 (MCN)

Wanna flirt and have some 
fun?Livelinks in the best chatline for meet-
ing real singles who know how to have a 
good time! Call Livelinks and make a real 
connection. 866-910-1044 (MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
Want to purchase minerals and other 

oil/gas interests. Send details to: P.O. Box 
13557, Denver CO 80201(MCN)

Is your event listed? Send your 
information to:  Newsleader Calen-
dar, P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, Minn. 
56374; fax it to 320-363-4195; or, 
e-mail it to news@thenewsleaders.
com. Most events are listed at no 
cost. Those events are typically free 
or of minimal charge for people to 
attend. Some events, which have paid 
advertising in the Newsleaders, are 
also listed in the calendar and may 
charge more.

Friday, March 9
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbentonhis-
tory.org.

St. Francis Xavier Parish Fish 
Fry, 4-7 p.m., St. Francis Xavier Par-
ish 219 Second St. N., Sartell.

Saturday, March 10 
Central Minnesota Chapter of 

the Federation of the Blind of Min-
nesota, 12:30 p.m., American Legion, 
17 Second Ave. N., Waite Park.

Sunday, March 11
Mid Minnesota Coin Expo, 9 

a.m.- 4 p.m., Tuscan Center (Midtown 
Square Mall), 3333 Division St. W., 
St. Cloud. 320-260-1971.

Monday, March 12
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbentonhis-
tory.org.

Lunch and cards, sponsored by 
Helping Hands Outreach, noon-2 
p.m., Trobec’s Bar & Grill, 1 Central 
Ave. S., St. Stephen.  

Sartell City Council, 6 p.m., Sar-

tell City Hall, 125 Pinecone Road N. 
320-253-2171. 

Tuesday, March 13
Sartell Chamber of Commerce, 

11:30 a.m., Waters Church, 1227 Pine-
cone Road. 320-258.6061. info@sar-
tellchamber.com.

St. Stephen Planning Commis-
sion, 6:30 p.m. 2 Sixth Ave. SE. St. 
Stephen. 320-251-0964.

Holistic Moms Network, 7-8:30 
p.m., Good Earth Co-op, 2010 Veter-
ans Drive, St. Cloud. 320-252-2489.

National Alliance on Mental 
Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Calvary Com-
munity Church, 1200 Roosevelt Road, 
St. Cloud. 320-259-7101.

Thursday, March 15
Coffee and Conversation, a se-

nior discussion group featuring John 
Miley on degenerative eye disorders 
and chronic pain, 9 a.m., Sartell Com-
munity Center, 850-19th St. S.

American Legion-Sartell, open 
to all veterans young and old, 6 p.m., 
Liquid Assets, 1091 Second St. S. 
#600, Sartell. john.denney@charter.
net.

Ridgewater representative at 
Sartell High School, 2 p.m., 748 Sev-
enth St. N., Sartell. Call 320-253-2440 
to schedule an appointment. 

Great River Regional Coin Club, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Miller Auto Marine 
Sports Plaza, 2930 Second St. S., St. 
Cloud. 320-241-9229.

Friday, March 16
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 

Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbentonhis-
tory.org.

St. Cloud Singles Club Dance, 8 
p.m.-midnight, American Legion, 17 
Second Ave. S., Waite Park. 320-339-
4533. stcloudsingles.net.

Saturday, March 17
Kids Used Clothing and Equip-

ment Sale hosted by St. Cloud Area 
Mothers of Multiples, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 
free admission, Discovery Commmu-
nity Elementry School, 700 Seventh 
St. S., Waite Park,. For more informa-
tion call 320-224-8778 or email amy.
seeba@gamil.com.

Community Meal, 11:30 a.m.-
12:45 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1107 Pinecone Road S., Sar-
tell.

Community Calendar

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

A comprehensive plan to 
protect Sartell’s drinking wa-
ter supply was approved by 
the city council at its Feb. 26 
meeting.

The plan is called the Com-
prehensive Wellhead Protection 
Plan, Part II. It was presented 
in great detail to the council 
by consultant Marilyn Bayerl 
of Bayerl Water Resources, Al-
exandria; and by Karen Voz of 
the Minnesota Department of 
Health.

Part II of the plan will cover 
the next 10 years during which 
time constant water-quali-
ty data will be collected and 
analyzed, as well as any po-
tential causes of possible con-
tamination. The contamination 
concerns include such factors 
as surface-water runoff; feed-
lots; chemical spills; hazardous 

wastes; other waterways such 
as rivers, lakes, holding ponds; 
and storm water.

Bayerl worked closely with 
the health department during 
Part I of the study, completed 
last year, which was a detailed 
analysis of wellheads in the 
Sartell area, geology and all 
factors impinging about water 
quality or lack thereof.

Part II sets goals, strategies 
and includes an ongoing edu-
cation-awareness outreach pro-
gram.

Bayerl praised the expertise 
and cooperation of those she 
worked with to formulate the 
plans, including Jeff Bemboom, 
Sartell’s wellhead protection 
manager; Nate Keller, Sartell 
community development tech-
nician; Dan Heim, LeSauk 
Township Board chairman; and 
Katie Breth of the Stearns Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-

trict.
The plan, Part II, will be re-

viewed by the state for a 90-day 
period before it will become 
final, Bayerl noted.

The plan also identifies ar-
eas of concern for potential 
contaminants, such as private 
wells that have not been sealed; 
leaks and spills; wastewater 
discharge; and septic systems.

The plan contains many in-
teresting facts about Sartell and 
its water usage. The city has 
nine wells ranging in depth 
from 92 to 157 feet deep. There 
are three water towers and 
three underground tanks. The 
year for highest water usage 
was 2012 when 819-million gal-
lons were used.

The city pumps an average 
of 1.5-million gallons per day, 
and there are 4,720 metered 
water connections in the city.

Council approves wellhead 
protection plan

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

A new parking lot for Val 
Smith was approved unani-
mously for specs-and-quotes by 
the Sartell City Council at its 
last meeting.

Val Smith Park is along Sar-
tell’s east side, just to the north 
of busy CR 29, with Country 
Manor across the road from 
the park. For a long time, resi-
dents and council members had 
expressed concerns about the 
crowded on-street parking on 
that road.

During events at the park, 
such as the Police Activities 
League with children and sport-
ing events, there would be a 
long line of vehicles parked on 
the north side of the street.

Benton County and the city 
of Sartell are partnering for 
a reconstruction of the coun-
ty-owned CR 29, and part of 

that agreement is that there will 
no longer be on-street parking 
allowed on the new roadway.

To create the new parking 
lot in the park, the current chil-
dren’s playground there will be 
moved over to another area of 
the park. The new lot, with 24 
parking spaces, will be built to 
connect with the current park-
ing lot, which holds up to 26 
vehicles.

The parking lot project could 
be completed by Memorial Day, 
according to city staff. It will 
cost $88,000, with money to be 
used from the city’s street fund.

The CR 29 reconstruction 
project will begin early this 
summer.

Council member Mike Chi-
sum called the parking lot proj-
ect a “fantastic solution at a 
reasonable cost.” It has long 
been badly needed, he said, 
and he thanked city staff for its 
inception and planning.

Val Smith Park to get 
more parking space
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Delivery available thru 
CobornsDelivers.com

1698
Budweiser, 
Bud Light & 
Michelob Golden 
Draft Light
24 Pack 12 Oz. Cans

beerof themonth

wineof themonth

1798
Coors Light 
& Miller Lite
24 Pack 16 Oz. Cans

1198
Corona 
Regular & Light, 
Modelo Especial 
Or Negra Modelo
12 Pack 12 Oz. Bottles

898
Killians 
Irish Red
12 Pack Bottles

1298
New Belgium
12 Pack Cans Or Bottles
All Available Types

398

1198

Michael’s 
Irish Cream
750ml

1898
Jameson 
Irish 
Whiskey
750ml

998
Oyster Bay
750ml
Sauvignon Blanc
$12.98 Pinot Noir

1298
Primarius
750ml
Pinot Noir
$10.98 Pinot Gris

1898
Espolon 
Blanco Or 
Reposado 
Tequila
750ml

1498

Old Tom 
Horan Irish 
Whisky
750ml

698

1498 898

2598
Knob Creek 
Bourbon
750ml

998
Murphy 
Goode
750ml
Cabernet, 
Chardonnay, Merlot 
& Pinot Noir

1398
Busch Light
24 Pack 12 Oz. Cans
Regular Or Light

2798

www.facebook.com/cobornsliquor

Come In
Liquor Is

OPEN!
8am - 10pm
Monday - Saturday

11am - 6pm
Sunday

Prices Effective
3/9/2018 thru 3/17/2018

Earn on these items 
with your 
more rewards 
account

1198
Guinness Draught 
& Smithwicks
12 Pack Bottles

PURCHASE THIS ITEM AND SAVE
$200
ON YOUR 

NEXT VISIT!

PURCHASE THIS ITEM AND SAVE
$200
ON YOUR 

NEXT VISIT!

998 1598

New 
Amsterdam 
Vodka Or Gin
1.75 Liter 
Save Even More With 
$4 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 1 Bottle Purchase

Yellow Tail
750ml
All Available Types 
Save Even More With 
$18 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 12 Bottle Purchase

Cupcake
750ml
All Available Types 
Save Even More With 
$24 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 12 Bottle Purchase

The Naked 
Grape
3 Liter
All Available Types 
Save Even More With 
$30 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 6 Box Purchase

Carnivor
750ml
All Available Types
Save Even More With 
$24 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 12 Bottle Purchase

$10.98
After 

Rebate

Windsor 
Canadian
1.75 Liter
Save Even More With 
$12 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 2 Bottle Purchase

$8.98
After 

Rebate

Absolut 
Vodka
1.75 Liter 
Save Even More With 
$5 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 1 Bottle Purchase

$22.98
After 

Rebate

by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

The Central Minnesota 
Builders Association Home 
Show, will be noon-8 p.m., 
Friday, March 9, 9 a.m.-7 p.m., 
Saturday, March 10, and 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. March 11 at the St. 
Cloud River’s Edge Convention 
Center and will again feature 
the Forever House. This evolv-
ing house has four rooms that 
visitors can walk through to 
see new home products and 
styles each year.

The home show features a 
number of seminars to helps 
visitors with financing, buy-
ing, landscaping, building a 
new home or remodeling an 
older home.

Home show visitors can 
meet with area builders to dis-
cuss remodeling projects, de-
sign ideas and other questions.

At the Central Minnesota 
Builders Association Tour of 
Homes from Feb. 23-25 and 
March 2-4, visitors were able 
to view new housing trends 
such as accessibility, plans for 
aging, white cabinets and lux-
ury vinyl flooring.

Area builder Elite Develop-
ment had a St. Joseph house 
featured on the tour. Other 
area builders Avalon Homes, 
Berscheid Builders, Heritage 
Homes of Minnesota, Infinity 

Homes, Lumber One Avon, No-
ble Custom Homes, Werschay 
Homes and Wollak Construc-
tion had homes in the Sartell 
area featured on the tour.

Tyler Keller of Elite Devel-
opment said he is seeing more 
of a demand for nicer and 
more expensive homes. White 
painted cabinets, neutral grey 
colors and luxury vinyl floor-
ing instead of wood flooring 
are recent trends customers are 
requesting. Luxury vinyl floor-
ing has been a hot product the 
past couple of years.

Keller said more people are 
requesting larger lots in the 
St. Joseph area. The average 
traditional lot used to be about 
one-fourth acre, but lots are 
now averaging just under one-
half acre.

Elite Development has built 
patio, two-story, rambler and 
other homes in the Grace View 
Estates development. Keller 
said there is currently one lot 
left for sale which backs up to 
Kleinfelter park.

Owners of Elite Develop-
ment include Tyler Keller, Al 
Keller and Rich petty.

Rick Dingmann, owner of 
Berscheid Builders, said they 
featured a patio home in the 
Arbor Village in Sartell, as well 
as a two-story home in Arbor 
Trails.

They have 35 lots which 

are patio homes in the Arbor 
Village area. A unique feature 
of these homes is the distinct 
rear-alley entry garage con-
cept. The Arbor Village area 
offers yard maintenance and 
snow removal, a waterfront 
walking trail, street lighting 
and a community garden for 
residents.

Berscheid Builders built 30 
homes last year, six in the Ar-
bor Village. Twenty-six of the 
30 homes the company built 
last year were patio homes.

Dingmann said their patio 
homes feature current trends 
such as wheelchair accessibil-

ity with no steps, wide door-
ways, walk-in tile showers 
with no lifts and higher count-
ers for higher stools.

The Central Minnesota 
Builders Association Tour of 
Homes in the spring and fall 
are where Berscheid Builders 
does most of its marketing.

Dingmann said it is a good 
way for his business to show-
case its quality and workman-
ship styles. Many new home 
construction leads are generat-
ed from the tours.

The home show after the 
tour often generates more 
remodeling projects for Ber-

scheid Builders.
Berscheid Builders has been 

in business for 40 years and 
Dingmann has been with the 
business for 29 of those years. 
Several employees including 
Jerry Welinski, John Schmies-
ing and Harvey Jarnot have 
worked with Dingmann during 
those years.

“We are blessed with the 
best foremen, job supervisor 
and carpenters in town,” Ding-
mann said.

This year’s recent tour in-
cluded 37 homes, most of 
which were located within 10 
miles of St. Cloud.

View housing trends at Home Show, March 9-11

contributed photo

The interior of this St. Joseph home built by Elite Development features some of the new hous-
ing trends customers are requesting. Luxury vinyl flooring has been a hot product for a couple 
of years.




