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Big audience gathers for drawdown meeting
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Who in the world would 
wish for a drought?

Nobody probably, except for 
the folks who are concerned 
with Little Rock Lake near Rice. 
A drought, they believe, would 
restore that sick lake back to 
health and also help the Missis-
sippi River north of Sartell.

And that was the subject of a 
two-hour meeting March 28 at 
Rice Village Hall, attended by 
more than 150 people. They in-
cluded residents of Little Rock 
Lake and many people who live 
along the river north of Sartell. 
There are nearly 100 Sartell-ar-
ea residents who live along that 
stretch of river, often referred to 
as the Sartell river pool. Some 
have objected to the drawdown 
planned for this summer and 
have asked why should peo-
ple along the river sacrifice 
recreational options for a lake. 

Some have suggested a cof-
fer-dam solution to lower the 
lake’s level, but officials reject-
ed that solution because of ex-
pense, noise and the danger of 
a breach and massive flooding.

Thus, an “enforced drought” 
(also known as lake-river draw-
down) is just what the doctor 
ordered, according to the pre-
senters at the Rice meeting. 
It was just the latest in many 
meetings during the past three 
years about the drawdown 
plan.

Lowering the river north of 
the Sartell dam by 3 feet will 
expose areas of lake and river 
bottoms so sun and air expo-
sure will kill algae and new 
beneficial plants will take root 
and grow. The results? A de-
crease in phosphorus that caus-
es algal growth, and thus im-
proved water clarity and quali-
ty that promotes plant habitats 
for fish and waterfowl.

One Sartell resident at the 

photo by Dennis Dalman

Attendees gathered in small groups and voiced questions and 
concerns. Later, a spokesperson for each group shared the ques-
tions with the group at large and the questions were written 
down on big paper sheets at the front of the large meeting hall.

March 28 meeting was former 
city mayor, Joe Perske, who is 
now a Stearns County commis-
sioner. He said he attended the 
meeting for two reasons – the 
drawdown area is in his com-
missioner district and because 

he would like to see health 
restored to Little Rock Lake. 
When Perske was a boy, back 
in the mid-1960s, he would 
often visit his grandfather, Emil 
Perske, who had a cabin home 
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Update, photo tour
of new high school
by Dave DeMars
news@thenewsleaders.com

Six months ago there were 
large earth-moving machines 
pushing mounds of dirt, loading 
trucks and readying the site. To-
day three skeleton frameworks 
mark the classroom portions 
of what will be the new high 
school. Behind the framework 
sits other enclosed portions of 
the school.

Today is a tour of the con-
struction site to see what has 
been accomplished and to help 
readers imagine what different 

sections of the school might 
look like once finished. The 
ground is still frozen and the 
weather is still chilly despite 
the warmth of a sunny March 
day.

Superintendent Jeff Schwie-
bert led the way through an 
entrance  on the northwest side 
of the building through what 
will be the large doors of the 
scene shop at the back of the 
theater stage.

To see more photos of the 
new high school construction, 
visit thenewsleaders.com.

photo by Dave DeMars

Site manager John Waletzko shows the two additional curriculum 
wings of the future high school that will house math, English, lan-
guages and social studies. The very upper levels will contain the 
mechanical heaters and air-conditioning equipment.

Keep eyes wide open for Sartell artifacts
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

As memories fade, as towns-
people get older and pass on, 
town history often disappears 
with them.

That is why a group of people 
is determined to start a renewed 
Sartell Historical Society.

One of them is distinguished 
historian and author Bill Morgan 
of Sartell. Morgan, his wife Judy 
and about eight others have been 
meeting, brainstorming and try-
ing to form a plan of action to 
form a historical society and to 

find a secure place, if not an ac-
tual museum, in which to house 
many Sartell artifacts.

One of the group members, 
Kaye Wenker, has stored thou-
sands of artifacts in her house 
for years, ever since the Sartell 
Centennial, 2007, which Wenker 
helped spearhead. At that time, 
many Sartell residents scoured 
attics, basements, garages and 
memory trunks and came up 
with interesting scraps from the 
past to share at city hall and else-
where as part of the centennial 
celebrations.

After the birthday hoopla 

faded, however, Wenker had no 
choice but to use her home as a 
repository for the artifacts: pho-
tos, implements, books, letters, 
trinkets and even a long logging 
pole used to maneuver logs in the 
river by the old paper mill.

Other members of the history 
group are lifelong Sartell residents 
Ron Hurd, Jack McCann, Maggie 
Kraemer and Jeff Sartell, who 
lives in Princeton and who is a 
descendent of Joseph Sartell, for 
whom the city is named. Several 
members, including the Morgans, 
are members of the Sartell Senior 
Connection.

“We’ve been meeting for a 
couple of months,” said Judy 
Morgan. “We feel strongly, pas-
sionately in reactivating a  his-
torical society for Sartell. We are 
trying to get the word out to oth-
ers. We are trying to get younger 
people interested, and we know 
we can do that because we know 
there are younger people here 
who are very interested in Sar-
tell’s history.”

Unfortunately, some Sartell 
residents think the city doesn’t 
have a real history, that it was al-
ways just a pale shadow of near-
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Senior Connection hosts 
monarch butterflies talk

The Sartell Senior Connection 
will host a talk on monarch but-
terflies at 2 p.m. Tuesday, April 
10 at the Sartell Community Cen-
ter, 850 19th St. S. Kirsten Boehne 
has been a butterfly enthusiast 
since she was a young girl. She 
raised her first monarchs when 
she was in elementary school. 
Now, decades later, she has raised 
several hundred. Kirsten has be-
come an advocate and teacher 
sharing her love of monarchs and 
butterflies with local community 
groups and organizations. She 
will be talking about the life of a 
monarch butterfly and show how 
to raise them in order to increase 
the survival of these beautiful 
creatures.

Sartell Winter Market
set Saturday at city hall

The Sartell Winter Market will 
be held from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 7 inside Sartell City 
Hall. Welcome spring with great 
items for the grill. Some items 
available this month include: 
meat, eggs, popcorn, treats and 
much more. Learn about what is 
new for the 2018 summer season 
including  the opening dates and 
the exciting new vendors for the 
2018 season.

Friendly visitor
Develop a special friendship 

with a resident or multiple resi-
dents at Country Manor Campus. 
Visit with them on a regular 
basis, preferably once a week. 
Establish a friendship with resi-
dents and let them know you’re 
interested in them. Help the res-
idents maintain or regain a pos-
itive self-image. Chat about ev-
eryday affairs, write letters, play 
games, encourage participation 
in activities, take them outside 
to see the bird aviary or duck 
pond. Take some time to listen 
to a piece of their history and 
life experiences. For more infor-
mation, visit thenewsleaders.com 
and click on April 6 Criers.

Share love of music
Opportunity Matters is seek-

ing volunteers who play an in-
strument to share their passion 
for music with individuals with 
physical and/or cognitive chal-
lenges. Volunteers usually play 
for 30 minutes to one hour. Days, 
evenings, weekday or week-
end times available. Open to all 
ages. For more information, visit 
thenewsleaders and click on April 
6 Criers.
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LargestSelection ofChildren’sFrames!

Three Sartell students 
have been named to the 
dean’s list for fall semester at 
St. John’s University.

Elliot Edeburn, son of An-
nElise Edeburn, is a first-year 
political science major; Mat-
thew Immelman, son of Pa-
mela and Aubrey Immelman, 
is a sophomore economics 
and hispanic studies major; 
and Matthew Michaud, son 
of Shelly Smith, is a sopho-
more accounting major.

To be included on the 
dean’s list, students must 
earn a minimum 3.8 grade-

point average.

Seven Sartell students 
were recently named to the 
fall semester dean’s list at the 
College of St. Benedict. They 
are: Amelia Barkley, daugh-
ter of Julie and Jim Barkley,  
a senior economics major;  
Michaela Connolly, daughter 
of Lori and Michael Connolly, 
a senior nursing major; Alex-
is Flaherty, daughter of Sta-
cie and Robert Flaherty, a se-
nior nursing major; Madison 
Flaherty, daughter of Stacie 
and Robert Flaherty, a junior 

nursing major; Dana Svens-
son, daughter of Margaret 
and Michael Svensson, a se-
nior history and philosophy 
major; Rebecca Windschitl, 
daughter of Jacqueline and 
Michael Windschitl, a senior 
biology and pre-medicine 
major; and Hannah Wohletz, 
daughter of Sandy and Frank 
Wohletz, a junior nursing 
major.

To be included on the 
dean’s list, students must 
have a minimum 3.8 grade-
point average.

PeopleIn business
Traut Cos. was key to an 

investigation surrounding two 
decades-old municipal wells in 
St. Anthony Village.

Of primary concern was the 
wells’ proximity to an area with 
well restrictions to protect aqui-
fers. Investigation into the loca-
tion of the wells was completed 
by Minnesota Department of 
Health by investigative drilling 
by Traut to verify the material 
in the wells and determine if 
the required liner casings were 
present.

Traut drilled out both wells 
and discovered they had un-
grouted liner casings which 
could allow downward move-
ment of water and contami-
nants to aquifers. The wells 
were then resealed. By com-
pleting the project groundwater 
was safeguarded for St. Anthony 
Village and public health was 
protected.

Mary Jepperson, a profes-
sor of accounting and finance 
at the College of St. Benedict/
St. John’s University recently 
joined the board of directors at 
Stearns Bank National Associ-
ation. Jepperson began her ca-

Granite City Gearheads, 
the FIRST (For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and 
Technology) Robotics Com-
petition Team from the St. 
Cloud district competed in the 
Medtronic Foundation Region-
al competition this weekend; 
60 teams attended, mostly 
from Minnesota, but some 
came from as far as Florida 
and the Czech Republic.

The team includes Carter 
Calhoun and Jaeger Johnson, 

who both attend Sartell High 
School, and Rose Kellner of 
St. Joseph.

This year’s challenge was 
titled FIRST POWER-UP, 
themed after classic eight-bit 
arcade games. Robots had 
to collect “power-up cubes” 
and stack them on scales and 
switches in order to maintain 
control for the longest time 
in order to score more points. 
At the end of a match, teams 
may climb the center scale to 

earn more points.
The Gearheads ranked 

ninth in the competition and 
advanced to the eighth seed 
when two higher ranked 
teams joined together during 
alliance selection.

As a result of being the 
eighth seed, the Gearheads 
formed their own alliance 
and went on to earn second 
place and a spot in the World 
Championship in Detroit on 
April 25-28.

contributed photo

The Granite City Gearheads team includes (front row, left to right) Kaylin Fischer, Lori Dale, Rose 
Kellner, Natalie Fischer and Hannah Applegate; (second row) Barb Fischer, Colton Hennek, Carter 
Calhoun, Donovan Magney, David Dale, Bridget Applegate and Corey Applegate; (back row) Dave 
Fischer, Gavin Peabody, Justin Fischer, Jaeger Johnson, Zachary Asplund, Christopher Schweiger, 
Austin Applegate, Nicholas Asplund and Taylor Bauer. Johnson and Calhoun are from Sartell. 

reer in the Minneapolis office 
of Coopers & Lybrand, where 
she became the office’s first 
female partner. She is experi-
enced in forensic accounting 
and litigation services.

Dr. Sara        
Cuperus was re-
cently named 
Minnesota Chi-
ropractic Associ-
ation’s president 
for the 2018-2019 
fiscal year at its annual meeting. 
Dr. Cuperus is the owner of Chi-
ropractic Performance Center in 
Sartell.

Cuperus has served the Min-
nesota Chiropractic Association 
in numerous ways throughout 
the years, serving first at a local 
and district level and then at 
state level the past four years. 
Her chiropractic practice spe-
cializes in treating athletes and 
pediatric/prenatal care with 
post-graduate certification in 
both areas. She hosts interns 
from Northwestern Health Sci-
ences University regularly as 
well as from the local high 
schools. Chiropractic Perfor-
mance Center opened in 2003.
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Saturday, April 7
10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Bernick’s Pepsi Arena
1109 First St. S., Sartell

100+ CRAFT-VENDOR 
GARAGE SALES

Free Admission! A MUST SEE! 

Food concessions available
Value Connection present

EMPTY BOWLS

Place of Hope Ministries

Saturday, April 14
11 a.m.-7 p.m.

City Hope Church 
413 Franklin Ave. NE, St. Cloud

www.placeofhopeministries.org

New
Location!

Music!Kids’ activities!Family friendly!

Soup Feed Benefit • Arts & Crafts Fair

New home construction 
is on the rise.

Traut Wells can help you �nd water 
before you purchase your new lot. 

If you need a new well, service for an 
existing well, water treatment, or a 

lawn irrigation system, we can help!

We Know Water from the Bottom to the Tap

Well Drilling
Testing and Treatment
Sprinkler Systems
24 Hour Emergency Service
Pump Service and Repair
Commercial and Residential

320-251-5090 or 800-728-5091
141 28th Avenue South, Waite Park

trautcompanies.com

We’re 

committed to 

providing the best 

possible water 

supply!

Correction
Heidi Everett, a DFL-en-

dorsed candidate for Minnesota 
House District 13B, said she is 
currently not in favor of legaliz-
ing recreational use of marijua-
na, as stated in a story about 
her candidacy in the March 30 

Newsleader: “We do not fully 
understand the societal impacts 
of such a change, and my belief 
is we should be watching and 
learning from the many states 
that have legalized marijuana 
to fully understand its impact.”

If you have a tip concerning 
a crime, call the Sartell Police 
Department at 320-251-8186 or 
Tri-County Crime Stoppers at 320-
255-1301, or access its tip site 
at tricountycrimestoppers.org. 
Crime Stoppers offers rewards up 
to $1,000 for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of 
those responsible for a crime. This 
information is submitted by the 
Sartell Police Department.

March 21
8:25 a.m. Traffic stop. Seventh 

Street N. and Seventh Avenue N. 
Officers received an anonymous 
tip two teenagers were smoking 
marijuana in a parked car off of 
the Sartell High School campus. 
Officers arrived and observed a 
vehicle matching the description 
in the complaint. An officer con-
ducted a stop on the vehicle and 
met with the two juvenile male 
occupants. While speaking with 
the pair, the officer observed a 
strong odor of marijuana and 
asked if there was any contra-
band in the car. The boy in the 
passenger seat handed the officer 
a jar of what appeared to be 
marijuana. Due to the smell emit-
ting from the vehicle, the officer 
decided to conduct a search of 
the vehicle. Inside the vehicle the 
officer found a bottle of vodka, a 
flask and a black pistol style BB 
handgun. The green leafy sub-
stance in the jar field-tested pos-
itive for marijuana and weighed 
5.8 grams. Due to the boys being 
juveniles, they were cited for pos-
session of alcohol and marijuana. 
The officer took possession of 
the pistol and advised the boy it 
belonged to he could pick it up at 
the police station at a later date. 
The parties were explained their 
citations and released.

March 22
2:17 p.m. Vehicle accident. 

Benton Drive and Ridge Road. 
Sartell and Sauk Rapids police 
officers were dispatched to a 
motor-vehicle crash involving 
injures near the intersection of 
Benton Drive and Ridge Road in 
Sartell. Sauk Rapids police ar-
rived first and located the two ve-
hicles. Vehicle one was disabled 
and blocking the southbound 
lane of traffic. Vehicle two was 
in the east ditch and the driver 
was trapped inside. Sauk Rapids 
fire arrived and performed ex-
trication. Sartell officers arrived 
and conducted the traffic inves-
tigation. Officers determined ve-
hicle two crossed the center line 
causing the impact. Digital pho-
tos of the scene were taken and 
an accident exchange form was 
completed. Only the driver of ve-
hicle two was transported to the 
hospital. Airbags in both vehicles 
deployed.

March 23
8:35 p.m. Traffic stop. Divi-

sion Street W. While on Toward 
Zero Deaths Patrol, an officer 
observed a vehicle traveling di-
rectly in front of him. The officer 
ran a license-plate check and 
discovered the registered owner 
had a revoked license. The officer 
conducted a stop on the vehicle 
for the violation. The officer met 
with the driver and told her the 
reason for the stop. The driver 
identified herself as the regis-
tered owner and admitted to not 
having a valid license. The driver 
was released after being issued 
and explained a citation for driv-
ing while revoked. The vehicle 
was released to a valid driver.

March 24
12:26 p.m. Intoxicated person. 

11th Street North. Officers were 

dispatched to a residence for a 
report of an intoxicated man. 
Officers were told the man had 
fallen due to his intoxication lev-
el. Upon arrival, officers located 
the man and his wife on the 
couch in the living room of their 
home. The woman stated she 
had arrived home from work and 
found her husband highly intoxi-
cated. The man stated to officers 
he had been drinking vodka and 
had not slept. Because the man 
was diabetic, officers checked 
the his blood sugar and received 
a reading of 294. A preliminary 
breath test indicated the man 
was three times the legal limit 
of .08. Gold Cross Ambulance 
was dispatched to take over the 
assessment. The man was not 
transported to the hospital but 
was left in the care of his wife.

March 25
6:30 p.m. Behavioral health. 

Sartell. Officers were dispatched 
for a report of a man who had 
made suicidal comments and 
was possibly in possession of 
a gun. Officers arrived and met 
with the complainant. The wom-
an stated her husband had made 
self-harming comments after a 
discussion about divorce. The 
woman said her husband had 
left and his gun was no longer 
in the house. Officers learned the 
man was possibly at his son’s 
residence in Sauk Rapids. Sauk 
Rapids police were dispatched to 
respond to the residence, where 
they located the man at his son’s 
residence and transported him to 
St. Cloud Hospital due to com-
ments made during an interview. 
The gun was found to be proper-
ly stored and locked at the son’s 
residence.

March 26
7:40 p.m. ATV. 20th Avenue 

N. Officers were dispatched to a 
driving complaint involving two 
all-terrain vehicles. Officers ar-
rived and observed two ATVs 
in the driveway of a residence. 
Officers made contact with a boy 
at the residence who admitted 
he and another boy had been 
doing donuts in the street. The 
boy also stated his mother was 
on vacation. Officers were able to 
make contact with the mother by 
phone and advised her of their 
findings. The mother stated she 
was unaware but would take care 
of the situation when she arrived 
home. Officers released the boy 
after verbally warning him for 
driving an ATV on a city street.

March 27
8:28 a.m. Medical. 520 First 

Street NE. Officers were dis-
patched to Country Manor Health 
Care Center for a report of an el-
derly man who was feeling weak 
and was unable to walk or stand. 
Officers and found the man in his 
room. The man was in distress 
and complaining of severe back 
pain. Officers supplied high- flow 
oxygen and monitored the man 
until Gold Cross arrived on. Offi-
cers then assisted paramedics in 
loading the patient for transport 
to St. Cloud Hospital.

Blotter
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Michele Castellano  
AGENT

320.251.3333
AlloyInsured.comAllan Karki  

AGENT/OWNER 1101 2nd St S | Ste 110 | Sartell MN 56377

Same People,Same People,Same People,
Stronger Name.Stronger Name.Stronger Name.
Coverage built just for you.Coverage built just for you.Coverage built just for you.

101 7th st n sartell •  320-744-3004  •  cornerstonebuffet.com

FREE BUFFET 
with the purchase of a

full-price buffer & 2 regular drinks.
Not valid with any other offers or special prices. 

FREE BREAKFAST ENTRÈE
with purchase of one breakfast entrèe 

(of equal or lesser value) &
2 regular drinks.

Tuesday-Friday 7-10:30am.

Wednesday
Family Night Buffet
Lasagna, fettuccine, mac & cheese,

spaghetti, pizza and six types of wings.
$8.99

O�er expires 4/20/18. O�er expires 4/20/18. 

A p a r t m e n t s& older

Access online application at www.stcloudhra.com
101 Riverside Drive SE • St. Cloud

Call Joyce at 320-252-0880

Controlled entrance w/video surveillance
Section 8 welcome • Pets allowed

$555
One bedroom

Drivers Wanted 
CDL Truck Drivers 
Dedicated Local Haul
Great Bene�ts 
including:
•  Simple IRA
•  Health Insurance
•  Paid Holidays and   
   Vacation

Apply in person or online
 www.kraemer-inc.com 

or call 320-685-3024

contributed photo

The Sartell dam has played a big role in the city’s history, including the production of electricity 
for the paper mill. More recently, starting this August, the dam will be used to lower the river 
level for six weeks as part of the Little Rock Lake and Mississippi River “drawdown” project that 
is expected to improve water quality.

by St. Cloud, Bill Morgan said.
Morgan is a retired American 

studies professor from St. Cloud 
State University and an author of 
five history books. He is keenly 
aware of Sartell’s interesting his-
tory since the days when it was 
just a small village by a paper 
mill.

“Many people think Sartell is 
an extension of St. Cloud,” Mor-
gan said. “This viewpoint implies 
Sartell lacks its own history, a 

sense of place or a culture with 
its own distinctive roots. We be-
lieve Sartell does have a history, 
one that extends from the days 
of Native American habitation to 
today’s bustling modern city.”

In a recent essay he wrote, 
Morgan delivered a warning 
about how quickly a city can lose 
its history.

“Many of Sartell’s historic fea-
tures have vanished or soon will, 
including its original downtown, 
the paper mill and the iconic 
Fasen round barn. Those and 
other physical features now exist 
solely in photographs, recorded 
histories and memories held by 

local citizens.”
Unless those artifacts can be 

preserved, preferably in a secure 
museum, time will march on, 
leaving artifacts to neglect, forget-
fulness and oblivion.

“Most small towns and cities 
across the state support museums 
where a community’s heritage 
can be displayed,” Morgan said. 
“All kinds of artifacts today are 
stored in the homes of Sartell 
citizens. Efforts should be made 
to collect, catalogue and select 
materials for displays.”

Morgan said all residents in 
Sartell, including newcomers so 
far unaware of the city’s history, 
should keep the following topics 
in mind. Each of them is brim-

ming with historical significance, 
he noted.

The Mississippi River. The 
Native Americans who lived by 
it, the explorers who traveled on 
it and how it became the sight 
of the paper mill more than 100 
years ago.

Native American History.
Watab Creek was long ago a 
dividing line between the some-
times warring Dakota and Ojibwe 
nations. A 100-year section of the 
old “Indian Trail” still remains 
north of the creek’s mouth.

Oxcarts. Between 1845 and 
1870, oxcart caravans traveled 
through the township on journeys 
between St. Paul and Winnipeg. 
A few oxcart ruts can still be seen 
near the site of the vanished vil-
lage of Watab in east Sartell.

The Sartell Family. Massa-
chusetts native Joseph B. Sartell 
arrived at the future site of Sartell 
in 1854 and erected a sawmill. 
He and his wife, Lucinda, built a 
homestead the next year. Many 
of his descendents still live in 
Sartell.

Nehemiah P. Clarke. In the 
late 19th Century, this entrepre-
neur who came to St. Cloud 
farmed 1,600 acres in LeSauk 
Township where he bred horses, 
cattle and sheep, many imported 
from England. He called his breed 
of shorthorns “Meadow Lawn,” 
and that is the name of the pa-
tio-home neighborhood on that 
same site today – the one, in fact, 
where Bill and Judy Morgan live.

“I like to look out the window 
and imagine how it was when 
N.P. Clarke farmed here,” Bill 
said.

The paper mill. Since 1905, 
the paper mill, through its various 
names and ownerships, was an 

economic bedrock of Sartell until 
its demise several years ago after 
an explosion forced its closure.

The DeZurik Family. Mathew 
DeZurik was a young millwright 
at the paper mill who invented 
several products that caused him 
to open his own business. It be-
came the other economic bedrock 
of Sartell and thrives to this day, 
its valves used throughout the 
world.

Contemporary Sartell. For 
many years, Sartell’s population 
hovered at about 800 people. The 
boom time happened between 
1970 and the present with busi-
ness and residential development 
leading to a population in excess 
of 15,000. A museum could fea-
ture the growth and its many 
permutations through time.

Judy Morgan said the history 
group wants to remind all people 
in Sartell to keep an eye open 
for traces of history that may be 
right under their noses – in old 
cardboard boxes stored in attics, 
in basements, in storage rooms. 
Spring-cleaning can often pro-
duce wonderful historical relics.

“And each one of them has a 
story to tell,” she said.

So far, the informal history 
group has no solid plans for a 
storage facility or a museum. 
However, they are definitely go-
ing to come up with some ideas 
and recommendations and need 
input from Sartell residents. More 
information, including perhaps 
some public-meeting dates, will 
be announced in the near future.

In the meantime, the group is 
asking people in Sartell to keep 
their eyes wide open for any 
historical artifacts they may come 
across.

Artifacts
from front page
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Earn on these items 
with your 
more rewards 
account

1698
Budweiser, Bud 
Light & Michelob 
Golden Draft 
Light
24 Pack 12 Oz. 
Cans Or Bottles

beerof themonth

wineof themonth

1198
Keystone Light 
Beer
24 Pack 12 Oz. Cans

1298
Stella Artois 
& Stella Cidre
12 Pack Bottles

1198
Mike’s Hard 
Lemonade
12 Pack Cans Or Bottles
All Available Types

1198
Kona
12 Pack Bottles
All Available Types

1398
Herald
750ml
Alexander Valley Cabernet 
Sauvignon
$11.98 Russian River 
Chardonnay & Alexander 
Valley Zinfandel

1298
Big House
3 Liter
All Available Types

1198
Five Vodka
750ml

1798
Bacardi Rum
1.75 Liter
Superior, Black, 
Gold, Limon Or 
Oakheart Spiced

898
Cigar Box
750ml
All Available Types

398
Frontera
750ml
All Available Types

1298

1498
Windsor 
Canadian
1.75 Liter

1298
Cayman Reef 
Horchata
750ml

698
Bogle
750ml
Chardonnay 
& Merlot
$8.98 Cabernet, 
Petite Sirah, 
Zinfandel & 
Essential Red

1598
E&J VS 
Brandy
1.75 Liter

998
Kendall Jackson
750ml 
Vintners Reserve 
Chardonnay, Vintners 
Reserve Pinot Gris, 
Avant Chardonnay
$12.98 Vintners 
Reserve Pinot Noir 
& Rose
$14.98 Grand 
Reserve Chardonnay

1498
Sauza 
Hornitos
750ml
Plata Or Reposado

798
Line 39
750ml
All Available Types

1298
Summit 
Craft Beers
12 Pack Bottles Or Cans
All Available Types 998

Fireball 
Cinnamon 
Whisky
750ml

PURCHASE THIS ITEM AND SAVE
$200
ON YOUR 

NEXT VISIT!

PURCHASE THIS ITEM AND SAVE
$200
ON YOUR 

NEXT VISIT!

Seagram’s 
Vodka
1.75 Liter 
Save Even More With 
$15 Mail-In-Rebate  
On 2 Bottle Purchase

$5.48
After 

Rebate

www.facebook.com/cobornsliquor

Come In
Liquor Is

OPEN!
8am - 10pm
Monday - Saturday

11am - 6pm
Sunday

Prices Effective
4/6/2018 thru 4/14/2018 1710 Pine Cone Road, Suite #100, Sartell • 320-258-4945

Delivery available thru 
CobornsDelivers.com

Community garden plots
still available, call now
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Tired of winter? Hankering to 
start gardening?

There are several plots avail-
able at the Sartell Community 
Garden. Each can be used for a 
seasonal fee of $25, and that in-
cludes watering provided by the 
city, as well as tillage of fertiliza-
tion, also provided as part of the 
seasonal fee. Gardeners can also 
use garden tools provided by the 
city that are kept in storage sheds 
on-site. There are compost heaps 
also on-site for weeds and other 
debris from the garden plots.

The only requirement is one 
must be a Sartell resident.

There are two locations for 
the Sartell Community Garden 
– 96 plots west of Oak Ridge El-
ementary School and 10 plots on 
the east side of the city near the 

water plant. Each plot is 20 feet 
by 20 feet.

The Sartell Community Gar-
den was established about 10 
years ago by gardening volun-
teers and Sartell residents Kaye 
Wenker and Dennis Molitor, with 
help and coordination with city 
staff and the city’s public works 
department.

“We have several openings 
currently,” Molitor said. “And we 
will probably have several more 
this spring because some who 
had plots move out of the city.”

Molitor said anyone interested 
should apply for a plot as soon 
as possible because there will 
likely be a waiting list, and plots 
will be assigned on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

To request a plot, call Molitor 
at 320-252-7055 and leave your 
name and your phone number.

Sartell student wins photo award
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

Sartell High School senior 
Hannah Bous was selected as 
a finalist in the 38th annual 
Photographer’s Forum’s Col-
lege & High School Photogra-
phy Contest.

Her photo, taken at the 
Sartell-St. Stephen school dis-
trict’s homecoming parade, 
was selected out of 12,000 
photographs from students 
around the world.

Bous is a teaching assis-
tant for photography teach-
er Angela Heckman and has 
spent three years working with 
Heckman for the Sartell Scab-
bard, the high school year-
book.

Bous says her interest in 
photography was sparked 
when her brother began tak-
ing pictures for his yearbook 
class when she was about 12 
years old. “He would teach me 
everything he was learning,” 
Bous said.

Bous said one of her favorite 
yearbook memories was when 
she took the winning photo. 
Her camera wasn’t working, 
so Heckman, “came to the res-
cue! She was so kind to lend 
me her nice camera; without 
it, I wouldn’t have been able 
to take the picture.”

Bous plans to attend St. 
Cloud Technical & Community 
College for two years to get her 
marketing degree. She hopes 
to secure a job that involves 
“creating any type of art.”

photo by Hannah Bous

Hannah Bous’ winning photo taken at homecoming.
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The ideas expressed in the letters to the editor and of the 
guest columnists do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Newsleaders.

Letters to the editor may be sent to news@thenewsleaders.
com or P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, MN 56374. Deadline is noon 
Monday. Please include your full name for publication (and ad-
dress and phone number for verification only.) Letters must be 
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OpinionOpinion

After long, dark winters, the time to “spring 
forward” marks the symbolic beginning of sum-
mer.

We look forward to long summer evenings 
enjoying outdoor recreation until well after 9 p.m.

As we enter April with golf courses and soft-
ball fields covered by snow and with the outdoor 
temperature more appropriate for downhill skiing 
than water skiing, the March 11 switch to “sum-
mertime,” as the British call it, seems to be a joke.

Some people would like to make daylight-sav-
ing time permanent. The clocks would move 
ahead and stay there.

Permanent daylight-saving time is a bad idea.
The Florida legislature recently overwhelming-

ly passed the cleverly named Sunshine Protection 
Act. As Minnesota snowbirds will tell you, Florida 
is a perfect place to enjoy another hour of evening 
daylight year-round.

For years, New Englanders argued for extend-
ing daylight-saving time to their region for the 
entire year. Because they are at the far east edge 
of the sprawling Eastern Time Zone, winter sun-
sets come early.

Congress established daylight-saving time as 
well as standard time in 1918. Daylight-saving 
time was repealed a year later, after strident 
objections from farmers, who preferred having 
more light in the morning, not in the evening. 
Daylight-saving time returned during World War 
II and then became an issue for state and local 
governments until the Uniform Time Act of 1966.

In response to the 1973 energy crisis, daylight 
time began earlier in 1974 and 1975. In 1976, the 
United States reverted to the schedule set in the 
Uniform Time Act because of late winter sunrise 
times.

Proponents of permanent daylight-saving time 
argue it saves energy because lights get turned on 
later in the day. Opponents say the longer eve-
nings coax people out to play and shop...in their 
cars...which drives gasoline consumption.

Researchers assert the twice-yearly clock 
changes affect our productivity. The week after a 
time change has been found to lead to more car 
and work accidents, heart attacks and headaches, 
as well as decreased work productivity. It’s esti-
mated the resulting loss in productivity costs the 
United States economy $434 million a year.

Calling the twice-yearly time changes day-
light-saving time really sounds more like a mar-
keting term than science. Daylight really isn’t 
saved. One person’s daylight saved is another 
person’s daylight lost.

Let’s look at the clock. In late June, we enjoy 
long days. The sun sets after 9 p.m. (daylight 
time) after more than 15 hours and 40 minutes 
of daylight.

But now the bad news. In late December, 
there’s a lot less daylight to save. There are about 
8 hours and 40 minutes of daylight to spend. 
With standard time, December sunrises are just 
before 8 a.m. With year-round daylight-saving 
time, the sun would rise just before 9 a.m. – long 
after most of us have left for school or work.

Let Florida protect sunshine.

Our View

There’s no way 
to save daylight

Are Trump’s Cabinet exits cause for concern?
During the last several weeks, 

there has been much drama in the 
Trump administration. Early in 
March, Secretary of State Rex Tiller-
son was pushed out in favor of CIA 
Director Mike Pompeo. Even more 
recently, Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
David Shulkin was also fired. It’s in-
creasingly becoming a trend, but is it 
something we need to be concerned 
about, or just the new way of doing 
things from our unconventional com-
mander-in-chief?

Shulkin’s departure marks the 
fifth Cabinet-level official to either 
be removed or selected for another 
role by Trump, as former Secretary 
of Homeland Security John Kelly 
was when he moved to chief of staff 
last July. By comparison, at the same 
point in time during his presidency, 
Barack Obama had no changes to 
Cabinet-level officials, though three 
would leave or move a few months 
later. George W. Bush’s Cabinet was 
even more fixed, only experiencing 
one departure his first two years.

Clearly something is running 
differently. Looking at the context, 
three of Trump’s departures – Tom 
Price, Tillerson and Shulkin –have 
been outright fired, while Kelly and 
Pompeo have been moved up. Of the 
fired three, both Price and Shulkin 
had faced scandal over travel ex-
penses, while Tillerson had been at 
loggerheads with the president for 
months. Is the Trump administra-
tion more prone to scandal then? 
Not quite, as Obama’s first Attorney 
General Eric Holder, after being held 
in contempt of Congress over an 
investigation, remained in office for 
almost three more years.

President Trump then, is taking 

more aggressive action in shaping 
his Cabinet, removing those not per-
forming to his liking and shifting 
people to new positions he believes 
they’d be well-suited for. Though 
this may seem out of the trend in 
the United States, Trump’s actions 
more closely fit the global norm. Our 
northern neighbors Canada under 
the leadership of Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau had eight Cabinet 
members change in the same time 
period as Trump’s five. In not even a 
year, the United Kingdom and There-
sa May went through an election and 
seven Cabinet changes.

Why is Trump’s Cabinet consid-
ered to be in such shambles by Amer-
ican standards? Part of the reason is 
constitutional and the other cultural. 
Canada and the United Kingdom 
both operate under a parliamenta-
ry system, meaning the legislature 
elects the prime minister as leader 
of the country, who then appoints 
their Cabinet ministers. Prime min-
isters have the power to appoint and 
dismiss their ministers unilaterally, 
only being checked by whether their 
government continues to be support-
ed by a majority of members in the 
legislature.

However, in the United States, the 
president has a few more hoops to 
jump through before he/she can put 
Cabinet secretaries into place. Once 

the president has nominated a Cabi-
net hopeful, they must be confirmed 
by the Senate by a majority vote. 
This has historically served two main 
purposes, allowing time to critique 
the president’s nominees and deter-
mine their fitness for office, and to 
deter the president from changing 
the Cabinet too much during their 
tenure and thus provide stability.

Culturally, the United States is 
much more used to having the exec-
utive checked by a strong legislative 
power, in contrast to the parliamen-
tary nations mentioned earlier where 
prime ministers have immense pow-
ers inherent to their office. Trump’s 
actions may be indicative of a larger 
shift, as the president of the United 
States continues to accumulate more 
power and influence at the expense 
of the other branches.

No matter what you think about 
President Trump, the next few years 
will be interesting to watch as this 
still rookie administration continues 
to develop in power. The Cabinet is 
one of the most influential and im-
portant institutions in our politics, 
as its members administer millions 
of employees and trillions of budget 
dollars in their departments that 
have power over many aspects of 
our lives. Whether the high level of 
turnover in Trump’s Cabinet and oth-
er positions is just an early bump in 
the road or a chronic issue remains 
to be seen. Maybe this new style of 
governance is here to stay.

Connor Kockler is a Sauk Rap-
ids-Rice High School student. He 
enjoys writing, politics and news, 
among other interests.

Connor 
Kockler
Guest Writer

Religion and politics. Those are 
two topics that should never be dis-
cussed if you want to keep a conver-
sation friendly and flowing. By bring-
ing up one of those topics, you’ll find 
everyone has deeply held opinions 
they will gladly and enthusiastically 
share.

I’d like to add roundabouts to that 
list of hot topics.

The Newsleader staff meets on Fri-
day mornings to talk about story and 
advertising plans, to critique the lat-
est editions and deal with other mun-
dane issues such as days off.

I recently derailed our smoothly 
running meeting by mentioning the 
plans for more roundabouts in Sartell.

It turns out, some of my colleagues 
hate roundabouts, believe they are a 
threat to public safety and in general 
are a bad idea. Others praise their 
efficiency and safety.

Traffic engineers will tell you they 
prefer roundabouts because they are 
safer, improve traffic flow and result 
in better fuel economy. T-bone crashes 
decrease, pedestrians easily cross the 
street and motorists move through 
the intersection with less delay.

Statistics show there are 37 percent 
fewer collisions, 75 percent fewer in-
juries and 90 percent fewer fatalities 
after intersections are converted to 
roundabouts.

Central Minnesota traffic engineers 
embraced roundabouts in the past 
five to 10 years. My informal count 
reveals Sartell leads the way with 11 

and two more planned. When Sauk 
Rapids and Benton County recon-
structed Second Street N./CR 3, six 
roundabouts sprouted. You’ll find my 
favorite roundabout collection strad-
dling the Waite Park/St. Cloud bor-
der near the new Tech High School. 
Motorists exiting Minnesota Hwy. 15 
at Graniteview Road encounter four 
roundabouts in a half-mile stretch of 
33rd Street S.

Roundabouts may present exciting 
new challenges for central Minnesota 
drivers, but they’ve been standard 
traffic features on the East Coast and 
Europe for years, where they are often 
called rotaries or traffic circles.

My first roundabout driving ad-
venture happened during a family 
vacation in Ireland years ago.

In addition to frequent traffic cir-
cles, the good people of Ireland drive 
very fast on the wrong side of the 
road.

Stone walls or hedges line the nar-
row roads in rural Ireland to add to 
the driving excitement.

For our travels in the challenging 
motoring environment, we rented a 
compact car. The purple Honda Fit 
(called a Jazz in Ireland) was a lit-

tle cozy for four adults and luggage. 
I would not describe the vehicle as 
jazzy and I don’t see a connection to 
music that originated in the American 
South. But the Jazz was well-matched 
to rural Ireland driving.

If you find entering the wide, well-
marked roundabouts in Minnesota 
challenging, try approaching one on 
the “wrong” side of the road from a 
narrow, stone-walled path.

Surprisingly I mastered the tech-
nique after a few tries, to the amuse-
ment of my spouse and daughters.

After a few miles of driving, we 
did notice an odd roadside feature. 
Rearview mirrors littered the road-
sides at the base of the stone walls 
or hedges. Apparently, drivers who 
misjudged their speed or the roadway 
width were penalized by getting their 
mirrors ripped off.

Despite these perils, Ireland’s traf-
fic death rate is half as high as the 
rate in the United States.

Historians believe the phrase “luck 
of the Irish” originated with the good 
fortunes of Irish gold and silver min-
ers.

I disagree. Luck of the Irish has 
more to do with safe driving by 
speeding motorists on narrow, wall-
lined roads.

So central Minnesota drivers, em-
brace roundabouts – or traffic circles 
or rotaries. They are safe, efficient 
traffic features.

And limit the emotional conversa-
tions to religion and politics.

How to get around a roundabout argument
Mike 

Knaak
Editor
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   ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 

ADOPTION? Call us first. Living 
expenses, housing, medical, and con-
tinued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 
24/7. 855-390-6047. (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, 

TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERI-
TAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. 1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 and 
Newer. Competitive Offer! Nation-
wide FREE Pick Up! Call Now For a 
Free Quote! 888-366-5659! (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-

ternet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 
MB per second speed No contract or 
commitment. More Channels. Fast-
er Internet. Unlimited Voice. Call 
1-855-577-7502  (MCN)

Exede satellite internet. Afford-
able, high speed broadband satellite 
internet anywhere in the U.S. Order 
now and save $100.  Plans start at 
$39.99/month.  Call 1-800-712-9365 

(MCN)

SAVE on internet and TV bun-
dles! Order the best exclusive cable 
and satellite deals in your area!

If eligible, get up to $300 in Visa 
Gift Cards. CALL NOW! 1-800-
925-0146 (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As 14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

DIRECTV. Call & Switch 
Now – Get NFL Sunday Ticket for 
FREE! Every Game. Every Sunday. 
CHOICE- All-Included Package. 
Over 185 Channels. $60/month (for 
12 Months.) CALL 1- 844-245-2232 
(MCN)

DISH Network Satellite Televi-
sion Service. Now Over 190 chan-
nels for ONLY $49.99/mo! FREE 
Installation, FREE Streaming, FREE 
HD.Add Internet for $14.95 a month. 
1-800-732-9635 (MCN)

E M P L O Y M E N T / H E L P 
WANTED

NEW AUTHORS WANT-
ED!  Page Publishing will help you 

self-publish your own book. FREE 
author submission kit!  Limited of-
fer!  Why wait?  Call now:  855-623-
8796 (MCN)

OTR TRUCKERS NEEDED. 
You’re treated like family, give great 
pay and benefits. Drive newer equip-
ment. Over 75 years in business. Ask 
about our tax-free money. Call Scott 
at 507-437-9905. www.MCFGTL.
com (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
**STOP STRUGGLING ON 

THE STAIRS** Give your life a lift 
with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call 
now for $250 OFF your stairlift pur-
chase and FREE DVD & brochure! 
1-866-972-4597 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your 
prescriptions! SAVE! Call our li-
censed Canadian and International 
pharmacy, compare prices and get 
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 888-438-6461 Promo Code 
CDC201725 (MCN)

OXYGEN – Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. No deliv-
eries. The All-New Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit. Call 844-550-4772  
(MCN)

Bathe safely and stay in the 
home you love with the #1 selling 
Walk-in Tub in North America. For 
an in-home appointment, call: 844–
583-9021. (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! 
Basement Systems Inc. Call us for 
all of your basement needs! Water-
proofing, Finishing, Structural Re-
pairs, Humidity and Mold Control. 
FREE ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-
640-8195 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home consul-
tation:  855-598-0943

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay a fraction 
of what you owe.  A+ BBB rated.  
Call National Debt Relief 855-995-
1557. (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The na-
tion’s largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted,local ex-
perts today! Our service is FREE/no 
obligation. CALL 1-855-811-8392 
(MCN)

Paying too much for car insur-
ance? Not sure? Want better cov-
erage? Call now for a free quote 
and learn more today! 855-417-7382 
(MCN)

Cross country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company out of 
state move $799 Long Distance 
Movers Get Free quote on your 
Long distance move. 1-800-503-
6126 (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT 

NOW!  No paid operators, just real 
people like you.  Browse greetings, 
exchange messages and connect live.  
Try it free.  Call now:  800-357-4970 
(MCN)

Wanna flirt and have some fun? 
Livelinks in the best chatline for 
meeting real singles who know how 
to have a good time! Call Livelinks 
and make a real connection. 866-
910-1044 (MCN)

WANTED TO BUY
Want to purchase minerals and 

other oil/gas interests. Send details 
to: P.O. Box 13557, Denver CO 
80201(MCN)

Is your event listed? Send 
your information to:  News-
leader Calendar, P.O. Box 
324, St. Joseph, Minn. 56374; 
fax it to 320-363-4195; or, 
e-mail it to news@thenews-
leaders.com. Most events 
are listed at no cost. Those 
events are typically free or 
of minimal charge for peo-
ple to attend. Some events, 
which have paid advertising 
in the Newsleaders, are also 
listed in the calendar and may 
charge more.

Friday, April 6
Benton County Museum, 

10 a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. 
N., Sauk Rapids. 320-253-
9614. mnbentonhistory.org.

Saturday, April 7
Craft Vendor Garage 

Sale, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Ber-
nick’s Pepsi Arena. 1109 First 
St. S., Sartell.

Winter Market, 10 a.m.-1 
p.m., Sartell City Hall, 125 
Pinecone Road N. market-
monday.org.

Monday, April 9
Benton County Museum, 

10 a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. 
N., Sauk Rapids. 320-253-
9614. mnbentonhistory.org.

Sartell City Council, 6 
p.m., Sartell City Hall, 125 
Pinecone Road N. 320-253-
2171. 

Disabled American Vet-
erans Chapter 9 meeting, 

6:30-8 p.m. Sauk Rapids 
VFW 901 N. Benton Drive, 
Sauk Rapids. 320-492-9702 
or email davch9stcloud@
gmail.com.

Moms Demand Action, 7 
p.m., St. Cloud Public Li-
brary, 1300 St. Germain St.

Tuesday, April 10
Sartell Chamber of Com-

merce, 11:30 a.m., Waters 
Church, 1227 Pinecone Road. 
320-258.6061. info@sartell-
chamber.com.

St. Stephen Planning 
Commission, 6:30 p.m., St. 
Stephen City Hall, 2 Sixth 
Ave. SE. 320-251-0964.

Holistic Moms Network, 
7-8:30 p.m., Good Earth Co-

op, 2010 Veterans Drive, St. 
Cloud. 320-252-2489.

Thursday, April 12
Great River Regional 

Coin Club, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
Miller Auto Marine Sports 
Plaza, 2930 Second St. S., St. 
Cloud. 320-241-9229.

Coffee and Conversation, 
a senior discussion group 
featuring Cindy Staiger pre-
senting “Eight Great Ways 
to Age Well,” 9 a.m., Sartell 
Community Center, 850 19th 
St. S.

Sartell-Sauk Rapids 
Moms’ Club, 9-10:30 a.m., 
Celebration Lutheran Church, 
1500 Pinecone Road N., Sar-
tell.

New York Times Bestsell-
ing author William Kent 
Krueger, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
Waite Park Public Library 
253 Fifth Ave. N. 320-253-
9359.

Friday, April 13
Benton County Museum, 

10 a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. 
N., Sauk Rapids. 320-253-
9614. mnbentonhistory.org.

Saturday, April 14 
Central Minnesota Chap-

ter of the Federation of the 
Blind of Minnesota, 12:30 
p.m., American Legion, 17 
Second Ave. N., Waite Park.

Community Calendar

on that lake. Perske said he re-
members how much fun he had 
on that lake – boating, fishing, 
swimming – years before it 
became slimy-green with algae.

At the March 28 meeting, 
attendees gathered in small 
groups of about seven to 12 
people and voiced questions 
and concerns. Later, a spokes-
person for each group shared 
the questions with the group 
at large and the questions were 
written down on big paper 
sheets at the front of the large 
meeting hall.

Then, the questions were 
answered by Eric Altena, man-
ager of Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources Fisheries, 
Little Falls office. Altena has 
led many meetings about the 
proposed drawdown in the past 
few years.

Another speaker at the March 
28 gathering was Kevin Win-

kelman, an official with River 
Creek Energy, which owns the 
hydroelectric dam in Sartell.

Along with Altena, Win-
kelman noted the recreational 
drawbacks to the drawdown. 
During the six-week drawdown 
period (Aug. 1-Sept. 15), river 
residents and visitors should 
be on guard against river rocks 
and possibly logs near or above 
the surface of the water level, 
and swimmers should beware 
of diving into areas that are 
suddenly shallower due to the 
drawdown.

Residents at the lake and riv-
er will be allowed to keep riv-
er’s edge area free of weeds by 
raking, scraping them up, but 
no excavation or use of heavy 
equipment will be allowed by 
law.

What if hooligans using 
all-terrain vehicles go riding 
around on exposed river- or 
lake-bottom areas, especially 
after the bars close?

Altena said both sheriff’s de-
partments (Stearns and Ben-
ton) will be ready to answer 

any complaints to that effect.
How will people access the 

river with boats?
The Minnesota Department 

of Natural Resources Parks and 
Trails Division will create tem-
porary fixes at public-access 
areas to make boating access 
possible, Altena noted.

What kind of water clarity is 
expected?

Altena: The clarity will al-
most certainly go from less 
than 1 foot deep to 3 or more 
feet of clarity on the lake.

What about carp?
Altena: There are carp in vir-

tually every lake and river. The 
Little Rock Lake Association 
sponsors an annual carp catch 
to try to help reduce their pop-
ulation. About 3,000 pounds of 
them were caught and removed 
last year, an LRLA official said 
at the meeting.

What will happen?
Starting Aug. 1, if all goes as 

planned, the Sartell dam will 
begin opening gates to lower 
the water level 3 feet for an 

approximate 11-mile stretch of 
river north of Sartell. The low-
ering process will take about 
36 hours.

That lowered level will per-
sist for six weeks after which 
the dam will let the water rise 
again, another 36-hour process.

The drawdown is a partner-
ship among the MNDNR, Lit-
tle Rock Lake Association, the 
Benton Soil and Water Conser-
vation District and Eagle Creek 
Energy.

The project cost is $235,000. 
A state Water Legacy grant ob-
tained by the BSWCD will cover 
the lion’s share. The LRLA has 
raised 70 percent of its goal of 
about $38,000, and Eagle Creek 
Energy contributed $30,000.

Both during and after the 
drawdown, the lake and river 
will be meticulously monitored 
and studied for changes. About 
250 Boy Scouts have agreed to 
help with clean-up of the ex-
posed areas and with planting 
of beneficial vegetation such as 
bulrush, burr weed and cord 
grass.

Altena said there are no 
100-percent guarantees of suc-
cess but based on other draw-
down projects, there are bound 
to be benefits to both the lake 
and the river.

It’s possible another draw-
down might be needed in the 
future, say in seven to 10 years, 
but the good news, Altena add-
ed, is programs aimed at re-
ducing phosphorus and other 
nutrient levels at watershed ar-
eas have been successful. For 
example, there are about 2,500 
pounds less of phosphorus 
flowing into Little Rock Lake 
in each of the recent years. 
Those kinds of water-protection 
measures, combined with the 
drawdown, should add up to 
long-term success, Altena and 
others believe.

Little Rock Lake was formed 
as a backed-up water area 
when a dam was completed in 
1907 at the paper mill in Sartell, 
basically the same dam that ex-
ists now and that will facilitate 
the drawdown.

Drawdown
from front page
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 2018 Sabres Varsity Spring Sports

4/10/18 5 p.m. Willmar High Schol Away
4/12/18 5 p.m. Sauk Rapids-Rice Away
4/14/18 2 p.m. Cambridge-Isanti Home

4/17/18 5 p.m. Rocori Home
4/19/18 5 p.m. Alexandria Away
4/20/18 5 p.m. Little Falls Home
4/23/18 5 p.m. Big Lake Home
4/24/18 5 p.m. Fergus Falls Away

4/27/18 4:30 p.m. Zimmerman Away

4/30/18 4 p.m. Alexandria Home
5/1/18 4 p.m. Brainerd Home
5/4/18 5 p.m.  Monticello Home
5/10/18 5 p.m. Rocori Away
5/11/18 7 p.m. St. Cloud Apollo Home
5/15/18 4 p.m. St. Cloud Tech Away
5/17/18 7 p.m. Willmar Home
5/22/18 7 p.m. Sauk Rapids-Rice Home
5/24/18 7 p.m. St. Cloud Apollo Away

Baseball

4/19/18 6:45 p.m. St. Michael-Albertville Away

4/24/18 6 p.m. St. Cloud Tech Home
4/26/18 6 p.m. Rocori Away
4/30/18 6 p.m. Rogers Home
5/3/18 6:30 p.m. Holy Family Away
5/4/18 6:30 p.m. Chisago Lakes Home
5/7/18 7 p.m. Becker Home
5/8/18 7 p.m. Duluth Denfeld Home
5/10/18 7 p.m. Buffalo Away
5/15/18 7 p.m. Delano Home
5/17/18 6:30 p.m. Monticello Away
5/18/18 7 p.m. Brainerd Away
5/22/18 7 p.m. Hutchinson Home

Boys’ Lacrosse 

4/12/18 5 p.m. Willmar Home

4/17/18 5 p.m. Rocori Away
4/20/18 5 p.m. Alexandria Home
4/24/18 4 p.m. Fergus Falls Away
4/27/18 11 a.m. Detroit Lakes Away
4/28/18 11 a.m. Monticello Away
5/1/18 4 p.m. Brainerd Home
5/3/18 5 p.m. Rocori Home

5/4/18 6 p.m. Little Falls Away

5/10/18 5 p.m. St. Cloud Apollo Away
5/11/18 4 p.m. Sauk Rapids-Rice Away
5/15/18 4 p.m. St. Cloud Tech Home

5/17/18 5 p.m. Willmar Away
5/22/18 5 p.m. Little Falls Away

Softball

Boys’ Tennis

4/7/18 10 a.m. Conference at St. John’s 
Unviersity

Away

4/10/18 7 p.m. Scrimmage at St. John’s 
Unviersity

Away

4/13/18 3:30 p.m. Invitational at Sartell 
Middle School

Home

4/20/18 4 p.m. Quad at Sartell Middle 
School

Home

4/26/18 4 p.m. Invitational at Cam-
bridge-Isanti

Away

4/27/18 Noon Invitational at Hamline 
University

Away

5/1/18 4 p.m. Invitational at Buffalo Away

5/8/18 3 p.m. True Team at Brainerd Away

5/15/18 4:30 p.m. Triangular at Alexandria Away
5/18/18 4 p.m. True Team at Stillwater Away

5/22/18 3 p.m. Meet at Rocori Away
5/18/18 4 p.m. True Team at Stillwater Away
5/22/18 3 p.m. Meet at Rocori Away

Track

4/10/18 3:30 p.m. Brainerd Away

4/16/18 4:30 p.m. Becker Away

4/12/18 4:30 p.m. Alexandria Home
4/17/18 4:30 p.m. Apollo/Sauk Rapids-

Rice
Away

4/19/18 4:30 p.m. Fergus Falls Away
4/23/18 4:15 p.m. Monticello Home
4/24/18 4:30 p.m. Willmar Home
4/26/18 4:30 p.m. St. Cloud Tech Away
4/28/18 9 a.m. Buffalo Invitational Away
5/1/18 4:30 p.m. Foley Away
5/3/18 4:30 p.m. Brainerd Home
5/4/18 4:30 p.m. Alexandria Away
5/8/18 3 p.m. St. John’s Prep Home

5/8/18 4:30 p.m. Apollo/Sauk Rapids-
Rice

Home

5/10/18 4:30 p.m. Fergus Falls Home
5/11/18 4:30 p.m. Willmar Away
5/15/18 4:30 p.m. St. Cloud Tech Home

Craig Zahara
611 19th Ave. NE, St Joseph

320-363-1116 
www.ab2k.com

30+ years experience!

Girls’ Golf
4/9/18 3:30 p.m. Meet at Sartell Blackerry 

Ridge Golf Course
Home

4/12/18 3:30 p.m. Meet at Sartell Blackerry 
Ridge Golf Course

Home

4/12/18 4:15 p.m. Tournament at Litchfield 
Golf Course

Away

4/17/18 3:30 p.m. Meet at Territory
Golf Club

Away

4/23/18 9:30 a.m. Tournament at Willmar 
Eagle Creek Golf Course

Away

4/30/48 3:30 p.m. Meet at Rich-Spring Golf 
Course

Away

5/1/18 4 p.m. Meet at Brainerd
Maddens Resort

Away

5/4/18 2 p.m. Presection at 
Rich-Spring Golf Course

Away

5/7/18 4 p.m. Meet at Alexandria Golf 
Club

Away

5/10/18 9 a.m. Invitational at St. Cloud 
Country Club

Away

5/14/18 4 p.m. Meet at Fergus Falls 
Pebble Lake Golf 

Course

Away

5/16/18 9 a.m. Invitational at Brainerd 
Maddens Resort

Away

5/17/18 3 p.m. Meet at Sartell Blackber-
ry Ridge Golf Course

Home

5/22/18 4 p.m. Meet at St. Cloud 
Wapicada Golf Course

Away

Boys’ Golf
4/16/18 3:30 p.m. Meet at Brainerd Legacy 

Golf Course
Away

4/17/18 3:30 p.m. Meet at St. Cloud 
Wapicada Golf Course

Away

4/19/18 9:30 a.m. Invitational at Alexandria 
Golf Club

Away

4/20/18 1 p.m. Invitational at Willmar 
Eagle Creek Golf Course

Away

4/21/18 9 a.m. Invitational at Litchfield 
Golf Course

Away

4/24/18 3:30 p.m. Meet at Territory Golf 
Club

Away

4/26/18 4 p.m. Meet at Fergus Falls 
Pebble Lake Golf Course

Away

4/30/18 3:30 p.m. Meet at Willmar Eagle 
Creek Golf Course

Away

5/4/18 2 p.m. Presection at Rich-
Spring Golf Course

Away

5/7/18 4 p.m. Meet at Sartell Blackber-
ry Ridge Golf Course

Home

5/10/18 1:45 p.m. Invitational at St. Cloud 
Country Club

Away

5/18/18 4 p.m. Meet at Rich-Spring Golf 
Course

Away

5/21/18 4 p.m. Meet at Alexandria Golf 
Course

Away

5/22/18 9 a.m. Invitational at Brainerd 
Legacy Golf Course

Away

Girls’ Lacrosse 
4/19/18 5:30 p.m. St. Michael-Albertville Home

4/21/18 Noon Grand Rapids Home
4/24/18 5:30 p.m. Chisago Lakes Away
4/26/18 5:30 p.m. Rocori Home
4/30/18 Noon Orono Away
5/3/18 6 p.m. Mound Westonka Home
5/7/18 Noon Becker Away
5/8/18 6 p.m. Brainerd Home
5/10/18 6 p.m. Buffalo Home
5/15/18 Noon Delano Away
5/17/18 6 p.m. Monticello Home
5/22/18 Noon Hutchinson Away

5/23/18 5 p.m. St. Cloud Area Away

Phone: 320.259.4100

Phone: 320›257›STAT
StCloudOrthopedics.com

Injury Care Now320.251.3333
AlloyInsured.com

Allan Karki Agency 

Coverage built just for you.




