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Exhibit speaks eloquently of immigrant experience
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Two Sartell residents, Zurya 
Anjum and Itoro Emmanuel, are 
being honored in a traveling ex-
hibit dubbed Green Card Voices, 
which is now prominently on dis-
play in the lobby of the Sartell 
Community Center.

The exhibit will run through 
May 11, after which it will be 
shown in all of Sartell’s public 
schools. Previously, the exhibit 
was shown at the Whitney Se-
nior Center in St. Cloud, at Cold 
Spring and in Little Falls. It is 
made possible by grants from the 
Blandin Foundation, the Initiative 
Foundation, the Central Minne-
sota Community Foundation and 
coordinative work by UniteCloud.

Green Card Voices pays tribute 
to 18 people who are immigrants 
to central Minnesota – two who 
live in Sartell, two who live in St. 
Joseph, one who lives in Melrose 
and 13 who live in St. Cloud. The 

exhibit is intended to let viewers 
learn about the astonishing range 
of talents and skills of immigrants, 
as well as the challenges they 
overcame to adjust to a new coun-
try, a new culture, a new society.

Green Card Voices features very 
tall panels with the face of each 
immigrant, along with a quote 
from each and a brief biographical 
essay. Each panel also contains a 
bar code from which a video of 
each immigrant can be download-
ed and viewed on a smartphone 
app.

Anjum
Born in Quetta, Pakistan, Zurya 

Anjum is the youngest of three 
daughters. Because her father was 
a military man, the family moved 
quite often from city to city.

Her family placed a very high 
premium on education. Her moth-
er, an educator, earned two mas-
ter’s degrees. Her sisters are also 
highly educated.

Exhibit • page 5

‘Color Walk-Run’ to culminate in swirl of colors
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

A wild swirl of colors will daz-
zle participants and onlookers at 
the first “Color 1k/5k Walk-Run” 
at Celebration Lutheran Church 
in Sartell Sunday, May 20.

The walkers and runners will 
be splashed and drenched in 
colors.

All are welcome to sign up for 
the event, which is a fundraiser 
for a mission trip to Milwaukee, 
Wis., by students. Organizers are 
urging people to sign up to par-
ticipate as soon as possible so 

they can get a firm idea of how 
many will do the walk or run. To 
register, go to celebrationluther-
anchurch.com or to the Facebook 
website of Celebration Lutheran 
Church.

The Color Walk-Run will be-
gin at 12:15 p.m. and end about 
1:30 p.m., followed by an out-
door concert with music by the 
band Radio Nation. If rain should 
start, the concert will be moved 
indoors.

Aaron Dowzak is Celebration’s 
middle-school youth and family 
director. He explained what will 
happen at the unusual walk-run. 

Along the walk-run trail will be 
five stations where participants 
will pause as others toss non-tox-
ic colored powder over them. By 
the time they reach the finish 
line, all runners and walkers will 
be covered from head to toe with 
lively swirls. The colorful fun will 
encapsulate the rainbow logo for 
the event and its slogan: “Time to 
Sweat Rainbows.”

“I’m super-excited to host the 
first-ever 1k-5k Color Run,” Dow-
zak said. “We’re praying for good 
weather and great success.”

After people register for the 
event, they will be asked to pick 

up their event packets at Cele-
bration from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 19, the evening be-
fore the event. The packets will 
contain T-shirts with the Color 
Run logo and slogan, sunglasses, 
packets of colored powder and 
information about the event.

The Color Walk-Run is not a 
timed competitive race, Dowzak 
noted. The 1k is for younger 
children, although anyone can 
choose to do it, including people 
who are physically challenged or 
elderly people. Likewise, anyone 
can do the 5k challenge.

Color • page 4

Noble Family selected 
2018 Family of the Year
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

Are you interested in making a 
“big” difference in helping shape 
someone’s life? If so, you might 
be interested in checking out the 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central 
Minnesota program like Sartell res-
idents Sarah and Andy Noble did.

They and their children Alex-
andra, Katelyn and William, were 
recently selected as the 2018 Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Minnesota 
State Big Family of the Year. The 
family has been a mentor for two 
years.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cen-
tral Minnesota annually recognizes 
volunteers who go above and be-

yond their role as a mentor.
Other mentors who were select-

ed to receive an award for the im-
pact they’ve had on their “Little”/
mentee and for their advocating 
of the mentoring program include 
the following: Kenny Hendrickson, 
Waite Park, as the 2018 Central 
Minnesota Big Brother of the Year, 
who has been a mentor for 10 
years; Jessica Holmgren, St. Cloud, 
as the 2018 Central Minnesota Big 
Sister of the Year, who has been a 
mentor for seven years; Zach Faith, 
Foley High School, as the 2018 
Central Minnesota High School Big 
Brother of the Year, who has been 
a mentor for three years; and Han-
na Ritter, Rocori High School, as 

contributed photo

Sartell residents Sarah and Andy Noble and their children 
recently received the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Min-
nesota Big Family of the Year award for mentoring their Little 
Brother Jesse Lloyd. The Nobles are shown with their mentee 
at the award ceremony. Pictured (front row, left to right) are 
William Noble, Jesse Lloyd, and Katelyn Noble and (back row) 
Sarah, Andy and Alexandra (Lexi) Noble. Noble • back page 

Sartell Market Monday 
opens for summer

Join us from 3-6 p..m. on 
our opening day Monday, May 
7 at the Coborn’s Market Place 
parking lot off Pinecone Road. 
You will find meats, eggs, 
breads, treats, canned goods 
and early season vegetables. 
We will be open rain or shine 
on Mondays until mid-October.

Lemonade, Laughter 
to be held May 8

The Sartell Senior Connec-
tion will host the 10th annual 
Lemonade and Laughter, fea-
turing musician and storyteller 
Charlie Roth, at 2 p.m. Tues-
day, May 8 at the St. Francis 
Xavier Gathering Space, 219 
Second St. N., Sartell.

GNTC to hold class
on play auditioning

Thinking about giving the-
ater a try? Great Northern The-
atre Company will hold a class 
for ages 7 and up entitled 
“How to Audition for a Play” 
from 6:30-9 p.m. Monday, 
May 14 at Rocori District Ed-
ucation Facility, Cold Spring. 
This summer GNTC will per-
form Annie the Musical. Learn 
auditioning techniques from 
a pro who has years of ex-
perience on stage and in the 
director role. There will be 
many parts for children so this 
is an opportunity to learn to be 
comfortable auditioning and to 
let your skills shine. Class will 
include voice, stage presence, 
expression, singing, movement 
and more. Join a fun evening 
for children and adults who 
are young at heart. There is a 
nominal fee. To register, visit 
www.gntc1.com.

Contact Doyscher-Domres
for historical-artifacts effort 

A good number of people in 
Sartell are determined to find, 
to save and to preserve the 
city’s historical artifacts be-
fore they are lost in the mists 
of time. A group of residents, 
headed by Sartell historian Bill 
Morgan, has been meeting un-
officially in recent weeks. In 
the meantime, the Sartell-St. 
Stephen Newsleader has re-
ceived several calls from peo-
ple with knowledge of artifacts 
or suggestions. Those people 
should contact Ann Doy-
scher-Domres at 320-253-4036 
or email her at doyscher-dom-
res@sartellk12.mn.us.

photos by Dennis Dalman

At left: Zurya Anjum is one of two Sartell residents featured 
in an exhibit titled Green Card Voices, which is being shown 
through May 11 in the lobby of the Sartell Community Center. 
At right: Itoro Emmanuel, who hails from Nigeria, is the other 
Sartellian. Tall banners feature the photos, words and videos of 
18 immigrants to central Minnesota. 
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2018 MOTORCOACH TOURS

Alex Travel
Utopia Tours3015 Hwy. 29 S., Ste. 4038, Alexandria, MN  56308

320-253-0400 • 1-800-872-8445 • www.utopiatours.com

Brochures available at Whitney Senior Center!

DAY TRIPS
Early discounts apply – call soon!

 

St. Paul Capitol Tour, Summit Ave. Tour & Grand Ave    
Wednesday, June 20 .........................................$44 pp

”Newsies” Chanhassen Dinner Theater
Wednesday, June 27..........................................$99 pp

Discover Stillwater – lunch cruise, trolley tour
Thursday, July 26.............................................. $79 pp

MN Twins vs Kansas City 1:10 p.m. game
Sunday, Aug. 5 ..................................................$65 pp

Jasper Theater – Park Rapids  w/lunch at West Forty     
Wednesday, Aug. 8........................................... $69 pp

Mackinac Island (2 nights) & Sault Ste Marie                5  days           June 18–22
ALASKA Tours – July and August      Call on availability
Niagara Falls (2 nights) & Mackinac Island                    8 days             July 20–27
Great Parks of the West Tour                                        8 days       July 31–Aug. 7
          Black Hills; Jackson , Wyo. – 2 nts; Yellowstone; Cody; Medora
Summer Medora Musical (2 nts in Medora)                  3 days               Aug. 9–11
Canadian Rockies, Glacier Park & Medora                  8 days               Aug. 7–14
         Banff-2 nights; Athabasca Glacier; Lake Louise; Glacier Park & Medora     
Fall Pacific Coast Tour  – Fly return San Francisco     13 days             Sept. 1–13
 Leavenworth; Seattle; Vancouver; Victoria-2 nts; 
 P Coast-Redwoods; Wine Country
Nova Scotia, PEI & Cape Breton Island & Fly return Boston
                   15 days       Sept. 18–Oct. 2
New England Fall Colors plus DC & NYC                  16  days    Sept. 27–Oct. 12
Door County & Mackinac Island                                   6 days       Sept. 30–Oct. 5
Nashville & Pigeon Forge                                             8 days              Oct. 12–19
Carolinas & Georgia                                                  11 days               Oct. 15–25
Fall Branson Tour                                    6 days and 6 shows              Oct. 17–22

Call the Sartell-St. Stephen Newsleader at 320-363-7741 
if you would like to be in the Business Directory.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
PUBLISHING 

Von Meyer Publishing
32 1st Ave. NW

St. Joseph • 320-363-7741 
www.thenewsleaders.com

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR
Auto Body 2000

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Joseph • 320-363-1116

LAWN SERVICE
Craig’s Lawn Service
Craig Bertram, Owner

St. Joseph • 320-290-4811 

Larry Rudolph, Optician
306 Main St. E. 
St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380 
320-252-6924 Home

St. Stephen 
Optical 

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday

(formerly Index 53)

LargestSelection ofChildren’sFrames!

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF SARTELL, MINNESOTA

2018 CANDIDATE FILING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the first day for filing affidavits of 
candidacy for the offices of Mayor or Councilmember for the City of 
Sartell, Minnesota, will be Tuesday, May 22, 2018.

The last day for filing will be Tuesday, June 5, 2018 until 5 p.m. (office 
hours are extended this day). Those filing will have until 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 7 to withdraw their name from consideration.

All required documents are available at Sartell City Hall, 125 Pinecone 
Road N., Sartell, Minn., 56377 or at the City’s website www.sartellmn.
com. A primary election – if necessary – will be held on Tuesday, Aug. 
14, 2018. The general election is scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2018.

City offices on the ballot are as follows:

MAYOR (1) – four-year term

COUNCILMEMBER (2) – four-year terms

Mary Degiovanni
City Administrator

Publish: May 4, 2018

Blotter
If you have a tip concerning 

a crime, call the Sartell Police 
Department at 320-251-8186 or 
Tri-County Crime Stoppers at 
320-255-1301, or access its tip 
site at tricountycrimestoppers.
org. Crime Stoppers offers re-
wards up to $1,000 for informa-
tion leading to the arrest and 
conviction of those responsible 
for a crime. This information is 
submitted by the Sartell Police 
Department.

April 18
8:03 a.m. Medical. Officers 

were dispatched to a report of 
an elderly woman who had fall-
en. Officers met with the   pa-
tient. The woman said she had 
fallen the previous day and was 
now feeling pain and weakness. 
Officers gathered medical histo-
ry and monitored her until Gold 
Cross Ambulance arrived.

April 19
8:57 a.m. Traffic stop. Sev-

enth Street N. and First Avenue 
N. While patrolling in the 600 
block of Riverside Avenue S., 
an officer observed a north-
bound vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. The offi-
cer determined the vehicle was 
traveling faster than the 30-
mph limit. The officer stopped 
the vehicle. The driver admitted 
to speeding, stating she was 
late for work. The officer re-
leased the driver after issuing 
her a citation for speed.

April 20
9:46 a.m. Traffic crash. Riv-

erside Avenue. An officer was 
dispatched to a two-vehicle col-
lision involving a semi-tractor 
trailer. The officer observed a 
semi parked on southbound 

Riverside Avenue. The second 
vehicle involved in the collision 
had pulled off of the roadway. 
The officer met with both driv-
ers and ensured there were 
no injuries. During the conver-
sation with both drivers, the 
officer learned both vehicles 
were on CR 78. The semi was 
in the middle of the turn lane 
and straight lane. The semi 
was allowed to do this because 
he was marked oversized load. 
The semi driver intended to 
make a right-hand turn onto 
Riverside Avenue. The driver 
of the second vehicle assumed 
the semi was going straight and 
pulled alongside it. As both 
vehicles attempted to make the 
turn the semi clipped the driv-
er’s side rear of the passenger 
car causing minor damage. The 
semi was undamaged.

April 21
10:45 p.m. Argument. Hi-

Vue Drive. Officers were dis-
patched for a possible domestic 
in progress. The caller said one 
man had a bloody lip and an-
other man was breaking things 
on the property. Officers arrived 
and met with both men individ-
ually. Both stated they were just 
wrestling and had no intention 
of harming one another. Both 
men appeared intoxicated but 
able to care for themselves. 
Both men refused medical at-
tention for minor injuries and 
the property owner didn’t wish 
to press charges for damages. 
Officers advised if they were 
called back, citations or arrests 
would occur.

April 22
12:58 a.m. Domestic. 

Tradewind Avenue. Officers 

were dispatched for a report of 
a man who had threatened to 
shoot himself and the female 
complainant. Officers arrived 
and arrested the man. After 
an investigation, officers de-
termined the man could be 
charged with second-degree as-
sault, threats of violence and 
domestic assault involving a 
gun. The gun was recovered 
and placed into evidence. The 
man was taken to Stearns 
County Jail.

April 23
5:17 p.m. Warrant. 19th Ave-

nue N. Officers were dispatched 
to serve an arrest warrant on a 
woman wanted for missing her 
court date. Officers arrived at 
the residence and knocked on 
the door. Officers were greeted 
by the woman. She was advised 
of her warrant and taken into 
custody. The woman was trans-
ported to Stearns County Jail.

April 24
12:56 a.m. Suspicious vehi-

cle. Sauk River Regional Park. 
While on patrol, an officer ob-
served a vehicle parked in the 
parking lot of a city park. The 
officer observed the vehicle had 
fogged windows and was oc-
cupied by a man. The officer 
made contact with the man 
who was sleeping. The man 
provided identification and ad-
mitting to not knowing the park 
was closed. When running the 
man’s identification, the officer 
learned the man had an active 
warrant for his arrest. The man 
was taken into custody. He was 
warned for being in the park 
after hours.
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GENERAL NOTICE

TO CONTROL OR ERADICATE 
NOXIOUS WEEDS 

Notice is hereby given this 15th day of May, 2018, pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes, section 18.83, subd. 7, (1992), that all persons in Stearns 
County, Minnesota, shall control or eradicate all noxious weeds on land 
they own, occupy or are required to maintain. Control or eradication may 
be accomplished by any lawful method but the methods may need to be 
repeated in order to prevent the spread of viable noxious weed seeds and 
other propagating parts to other lands.  Failure to comply with the general 
notice may mean that an individual notice will be issued.  An individual 
notice may be appealed within two working days of receipt to the appeal 
committee in the county where the land is located.  Failure to comply 
with the individual notice will mean that the inspector having jurisdiction 
may either hire the work done or seek a misdemeanor charge against the 
person(s) who failed to comply.  If the work is hired done by the 
inspector, the cost can be placed as a tax upon the land and collected as 
other real estate taxes are collected.  You may obtain a list of the plants 
that are designated noxious and of the members of the appeal committee 
from your County Agricultural Inspector or Local Weed Inspector.  The 
Local Weed Inspectors are township supervisors, city mayors or their 
appointed assistants.

Bob Dunning
Stearns County Agricultural Inspector

P.O. Box 246, St. Cloud, MN        Phone 320-255-6180

5116 145th St. NW
Royalton, MN 56373

Now Hiring
Summer Positions! 

Two Rivers Campground & Tubing 

for the 2018 season. 

Email resumes to
info@tworiverscampground.net 

or call 320-584-5125 
for more information.

• Maintenance/Cleaning 

100% Grass-fed lamb

Visit and pet the lambs!

2551 110th Ave., Bowlus •320-584-5770 • jmk.woolymeadow@gmail.com

 noon-4 p.m. Saturday, May 12
RSVP by email

Spring Special
Make your  own

grilling & cooking
package! Whole & halflamb ordersalso available

CITY OF SARTELL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ON VACATION OF INTERNAL DRAINAGE
& UTILITY EASEMENTS

Lots 5 and 6, Block 1, Sandstone Village Three

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN upon motion of the city council of Sar-
tell, Minnesota a public hearing will be held before the City Council of 
Sartell, Minnesota, in the council chambers at the Sartell City Hall, at 6 
p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, on Monday, May 
14, to hear all persons present upon the proposed vacation of certain 
internal drainage and utility easements located between two lots. The 
purpose of the vacation is to consolidate the two lots into one.

Mary Degiovanni
City Administrator

Publish: May 4, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF SARTELL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING
ON VACATION 

OF INTERNAL DRAINAGE
& UTILITY EASEMENTS

Lot 1, Block 2, JK Real Estate

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
upon motion of the city coun-
cil of Sartell, Minnesota a public 
hearing will be held before the 
City Council of Sartell, Minneso-
ta, in the council chambers at the 
Sartell City Hall, at 6 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as the matter may 
be heard, on Monday, May 14, to 
hear all persons present upon the 
proposed vacation of certain inter-
nal drainage and utility easements 
located between two lots. The pur-
pose of the vacation request is to 
allow structures to be constructed 
over the easement line.

Mary Degiovanni
City Administrator

Publish: May 4, 2018

SARTELL-ST. STEPHEN 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

CALL FOR BIDS 

The Sartell-St. Stephen School 
District Administration recom-
mends the Board of Education 
authorize a Call for Bids for the 
following projects:

Pine Meadow Elementary School 
Parking Lot Reconstruction and 
Middle School West Access Road 
Reconstruction.
New Tennis Courts, and visual 
display boards (material only) at 
the New Sartell-St. Stephen High 
School.
Sartell-St. Stephen School District 
will receive sealed bids at the Dis-
trict Offices at 2 p.m. on Thurs-
day, May 17, 2018. Plans will be 
available on or after May 4, 2018. 
Contact the office of Winkelman 
Building Co. for document access 
at 320-253-2411.

Publish: May 4, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICESPeople

contributed photo

Gearhead team members are the following: (front row, left to 
right) Hannah Applegate, Rose Kellner, (robot), Natalie Fischer 
and Lori Dale; (middle row) Corey, Bridget and Austin Apple-
gate, Colton Hennek, Carter Calhoun, Taylor Bauer, Donovan 
Magney and David Dale; and (back row) Dave Fischer, Justin 
Fischer, Jaeger Johnson, Nicholas Asplund, Christopher Sch-
weiger and Zachary Asplund.

contributed photo

RSVP volunteer Steve Flynn (left) presents the time capsule 
he built for the United Way of Central Minnesota to CEO Jon 
Ruis. Flynn built a time capsule for the United Way of Central 
Minnesota which is celebrating its 50th year. The time capsule 
is intended to be opened 50 years from now in 2068. Flynn is a 
retired industrial arts teacher.

Two Sartell-St. Stephen 
students have earned master’s 
degrees from Minnesota State, 
Mankato.

They are  Kathryn Haglin, 

communication disorders, and 
Krista Heim, reading. The 
graduation ceremony will be 
Saturday, May 5.

Corrections
  In a feature story about 

Sartell residents/artists Jim 
and Shirley Wasdyke (April 
20 Newsleader), Shirley Was-
dyke’s maiden name was 
spelled incorrectly. The cor-
rect spelling is Sulzer. 

The name of Sartell’s city 
planner was incorrect in an 
April 27 story about the Bike 
to School event. Nate Keller 
is city planner.

An April 20 story about 
the proposed Sartell Pub-
lic-Safety building contained 
an error concerning mem-
bership of the Public-Safety 
Facilities Committee. Mayor 
Sarah Jane Nicoll is not a 
member of that committee, 
but council members Mike 
Chisum and Ryan Fitzthum 
are members, along with 
other city staff and depart-
ment officials in the city.
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$6 each

Kids – Decorate
a Mother’s Day cake 

for your Mom. Choose 
almond, chocolate or 
marble 8” snack cake

and decorate
it yourself.

Saturday, May 12 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

320-685-8681
308 Main St. • Cold Spring

320-253-1423
Cold Spring Bakery Connection

103 2nd St. S. • Waite Park

No reservations required
Both locations

www.coldspringbakery.com

Since 1881

REFLECT. GATHER. HONOR.

Life is full of opportunities to show love. One opportunity is the funeral or memorial service. Such a loving 
event celebrates the events they made, the relationship you shared, and honors the memory of your loved one.

ST. CLOUD CLEARWATER SARTELL ST. JOSEPH PAYNESVILLE  

320-251-0383 | DanielFuneralHome.com

MICHAEL DANIEL 5TH GENERATION

for5generations
Celebrating life

PRE-PLANNING  •  BURIAL SERVICES  •  CREMATION

Kids need Annual 
Eye Exams too! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FAMILY TODAY

Call Us: (320) 258-3915
Schedule Online: PineConeVisionCenter.com

2180 Troop Drive, Sartell 
320.258.3915  |  PineConeVisionCenter.com

Studies show 1 in 5 preschool aged 
children have a vision problem that 
screenings can’t detect.

SPECIAL MOM & DAUGHTER
VENDOR/CRAFT EVENT

St Cloud Eagles Club
731-41st Ave. N., St. Cloud, MN

10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday May 12

Free Massages/Shop Til You Drop
REGISTER FOR CASH DRAWINGS UP TO $50

At the end of the walk-run, 
participants will gather as a 
group to erupt into celebratory 
cheers.

Mission trip
Dowzak and his wife, Emily, 

will be two of seven adults who 
will accompany 29 middle-school 
students, grades six to eight, to 
the center of Milwaukee. There 
they will spend the better part of a 
week with elderly residents, help-
ing them do a wide range of tasks, 
such as yard cleanup or painting. 
They will also spend time with 
the young children of Milwaukee’s 
inner city. The mission trip is 
scheduled for June 24-29. Partici-
pants will drive there from Sartell 
in 12-passenger vans.

Celebration Lutheran Church is 
well known for its many mission 
trips by middle-school and high-
school students. Dowzak, thus far, 
has been an adult member of more 
than a dozen missions by mid-
dle-school students. Among the 
cities they’d helped in are Cortez, 
Colorado; Harrisburg, Pennsylva-
nia; Savannah, Georgia; Louisville, 
Kentucky; Green Bay, Wisconsin; 
and Rapid City, South Dakota.

Color
from front page

First United plans Garden Sanctuary
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

First United Methodist 
Church announced plans for a 
Garden Sanctuary as part of the 
church’s master plan.

The congregation’s plans 
include a memorial garden, 
where cremains will be in-
terred; a large patio with a 
wood-fired bread oven; outdoor 
worship and concert space; and 
a labyrinth.

The plan and fundraising ef-
forts were announced Sunday, 
April 29, with a goal of raising 
$250,000. Anonymous donors 

have offered to match gifts up 
to $80,000.

In a statement, the church 
said ministries envisioned by 
this project include activities 
such as outdoor worship, con-
certs, meals from the bread 
oven, receptions, weddings, 
and spiritual growth and re-
newal.

The Memorial Garden part of 
the project is designed for the 
interment of ashes providing 
an economical and ecologically 
responsible alternative to tradi-
tional burial practices, accord-
ing to the church. Ashes will 
be interred either by burying 

directly into the earth in the 
formal garden area, or a prairie 
scattering in the restored prai-
rie grass section of the garden, 
according to Bill Meier, co-chair 
of the Memorial Garden Com-
mittee.

The capital campaign is set 
to conclude July 29.

First United Methodist 
moved from downtown St. 
Cloud to Sartell in 2013. The 
church says the garden plan 
is part of its ministry to the 
whole region and to practice 
good stewardship of its large 
property.

contributed photo

This is a designer’s drawing of the proposed Memorial Garden at First United Methodist Church.
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ASTECH Corp. is now accepting 
applications for the following positions:

Flaggers
Laborers
Equipment Operators
Class A drivers
Owner/operators

Travel required with multiple days away from home. 
Competitive pay with overtime and per diem paid. Must 
pass pre-employment drug screen. Must be 18 years or 
older. Must have a driver’s license and clean MVR.
Benefits include health insurance and 401k.

ASTECH is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Apply in person at our office
8348 Ridgewood Rd.
St. Joseph, MN 56374

320-363-8500

960 19th Street South, Sartell, MN

Be inspired and well equipped to make the 
move to a senior living community. Join us for 
an exquisitely prepared meal and engaging 
presentation — Rightsizing Made Easy  
and Secrets to Selling Your Home.

320.345.3331 
CHATEAUWATERS.COM

RSVP by May 10

Learn how to embrace and manage              
the next chapter of your life.

Dine and
 Learn Event

May 16 or May 17  
11 a.m. – 1 p.m.

In a country like Pakistan 
where many women do not work 
outside the home, Zurya, with full 
support from her family who val-
ued education, completed medical 
school and began working.

Like most Pakistani women, 
Zurya’s marriage was an “ar-
ranged” one. In fact, she met her 
husband only shortly before the 
actual wedding.

They moved to the United 
States 17 years ago. Her husband 
is a physician at CentraCare, and 
after completing intensive further 
education, Zurya became a psy-
chiatrist and now works at the VA 
Health Care System.

Moving to Minnesota was a bit 
traumatic for Zurya because of the 
extremely cold winters, but she 
gradually adjusted. The Anjums 
have two children, and Zurya 
often talks to her children’s Sartell 
classes about her culture, religion 
and her own experiences.

Zurya’s quote on her Green 
Card Voices panel is this: “We 
all pretty much have the same 
life. We’re just living it a little bit 
differently.”

Emmanuel
One of five siblings, Itoro 

Emmanuel moved to the United 
States from Eket, Nigeria, inspired 
by a friend who decided to come 
to America.

With a student visa, he regis-
tered for classes at Indiana State 
University. While a student, his 
father back in Nigeria died of dia-
betes complications, but Itoro did 
not know of the death until after 
the funeral – an outcome that left 
him devastated and then deter-
mined to become a nurse, which 
he did, becoming an LPN, then 
an RN and earning a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing. He works at the 
CentraCare Family Health Center 
and the Neuro and Spine Unit at 
St. Cloud Hospital.

He and his wife have two 
daughters, both students in Sartell 
schools.

Emmanuel’s featured quote in 
the exhibit is this: “I go in (to 
work) every day and try to make 
a difference in somebody’s life. 
That’s what I try to leave in my 
community.”

Commonalities
Visitors to the Green Card Voic-

es exhibit will quickly note the 
commonalities but also the stun-
ning diversity of the people fea-
tured in the exhibit.

Some of them experienced ter-
rible traumatic sufferings in war-
torn countries, including in some 
cases years of living in refugee 
camps (such as Somalis trying to 
survive in squalid refugee camps 
in neighboring Kenya).

All of the immigrants endured 
dislocations, having to adapt to 
a new country, like strangers in a 
strange land. There were language 
barriers, cultural clashes, adapta-
tion challenges, misunderstand-
ings and sometimes instances of 
prejudice, bullying and rejection.

However, despite the seeming-
ly insurmountable challenges and 
obstacles, the most astonishing 
thing about every one of the 18 
immigrants is their abiding belief 
in the transformative powers of 
education, hard work and a fierce 
determination to succeed in be-
coming a part of the “American 
Dream.”

The people in the exhibit run 
the professional gamut and in-
clude those working in the med-

ical field, teachers, journalists, 
immigrant-support groups, a truck 
driver, a technology specialist and 
many more.

Schools
Thanks to an anonymous do-

nor, Green Card Voices will travel 
to all of Sartell’s schools where it 
will be welcomed as a learning ex-
perience for students and others.

The exhibit ties into a commit-
tee on multiculturalism that was 
formed by Sartell-St. Stephen Su-
perintendent Jeff Schwiebert with 
input from many parents, includ-
ing immigrant parents.

Schwiebert had this to say in 
a press release about Green Card 
Voices:

“My great-grandparents came 
here from Germany. I learned so 
much from the stories passed 
down from my grandparents and 
parents, so I think the Green Card 
Voices exhibit is an invaluable 
resource for us to learn from the 
immigrant voices of today.”

Jennifer Richason also thinks 
Green Card Voices is an ideal 
learning tool. As a social-studies 
teacher, Richason was approached 
by a student about maybe starting 
up a multicultural club for Sartell 

Middle School students.
Richason agreed to facilitate 

such a club.
“I think it’s really empowering 

for students to get a chance to ed-
ucate their peers about the racial, 
cultural and gender issues that are 
present in our society,” she said.

Other voices
The following are some of the 

other people and their featured 
quotes in Green Card Voices.

Hussein Muhammed, freelance 
journalist, St. Cloud: “Some peo-
ple think refugees are dangerous, 
that they’re terrorists. I want to 
change that perception and tell 
people refugees are like me who 
want to come and build this great 
state.”

Florence Orionzi, from Ugan-
da, parent educator and cultural 
transition specialist, St. Cloud: “I 
came to learn that home is not a 
building . . . wherever I stay will 
be home as long as my family is 
together.”

Joe Sanayoko, from Guinea, 
accountant, St. Cloud: “This is the 
land of opportunity, and now it 
depends on what you make of the 
opportunities.”

Evelyn Melendez, from a Span-
ish-speaking village in Chicago, 
sexual-assault advocate, Melrose: 
“I consider my community to be 
anyone that has been oppressed 
or marginalized in any way. So 
it’s a broader sense of community 
I perceive to be my own.”

Exhibit
from front page

A Month’s
FREE Rent with
a reservation of a

Two Bedroom.
Now through

June 30!

A Month’s FREE Rent with a reservation of a
Two Bedroom. Now through June 30!
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The ideas expressed in the letters to the editor and of the 
guest columnists do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Newsleaders.

Letters to the editor may be sent to news@thenewsleaders.
com or P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, MN 56374. Deadline is noon 
Monday. Please include your full name for publication (and ad-
dress and phone number for verification only.) Letters must be 
350 words or less. We reserve the right to edit for space.

Usually, when one starts a new job, 
it takes a few weeks to bond with new 
co-workers.

As the days pass, connections are 
made because of the work’s shared 
mission and purpose. Learning about 
the hobbies and interests of new col-
leagues helps as does getting used to 
their personalities, quirks and idio-
syncrasies.

Getting acquainted is even easier in 
a small office and that is the case with 
me. There are four people in the News-
leader office and we work together as 
a somewhat informal team.

I’ve struggled, however, to connect 
with a four-legged member of our 
team.

The Cat.
As a child, we didn’t have pets, ex-

cept a German shepherd that outgrew 
our smallish city lot and ended up 
finding a home on a farm with more 
room to roam.

As an adult, our two daughters nev-
er expressed much interest in sharing 
their space with a cat or dog. That was 
a good thing, because my spouse is 
extremely allergic to animal fur. After 
a few minutes in a room with a dog or 
cat, her eyes swell and turn red and 
she has trouble breathing.

No cats or dogs for us.
Many of my friends and colleagues 

are pet lovers. They cherish their dogs 
as hunting partners and their cats as 
companions.

Researchers have found pets pro-
mote human well-being. Advocates 
for pets in the workplace contend they 
boost morale and lower anxiety.

The clear-thinking folks in corpo-
rate human resources departments 
quickly kill the notion for an office 
pet. Who’s going to pay for the food? 
What if someone gets bitten? And how 
about those vet bills?

There’s none of that corporate non-
sense in our office. The Cat lives here 

full time.
I’m usually first to arrive in the 

morning and as I approach the door, 
I can hear The Cat. When I open the 
door, she scoots outside for a moment 
and then returns.

When I sit down and start up my 
laptop, The Cat marches back and 
forth across my desk, including the 
keyboard, demanding attention. Find-
ing none, she takes off and perches on 
the ledge looking out the front win-
dow for a new friend to arrive.

The Cat makes cat noises as she 
waits for Rachel Mohs. When Rachel 
enters, The Cat races to greet her. The 
Cat likes Rachel better than me be-
cause she likes The Cat better. Rachel 
will pick up The Cat, pet her and talk 
to her.

We don’t have many cat toys in 
the office. The Cat improvises. We 
do have a credit card machine. The 

Cat has found if she pushes the right 
buttons, the card reader makes noise. 
When The Cat pushes one special 
button, the reader shoots out a strip of 
paper for her to play with.

I spoiled The Cat’s fun by placing 
a plastic tray over the reader and 
weighing it down with a small block 
of granite.

We have other potential toys. An 
empty paper box presents a challenge 
for The Cat. With no thumbs on her 
paws, removing the top takes some 
work. But she manages and soon she 
is settled inside the box.

I’ve told my photojournalism stu-
dents to be careful attributing human 
emotions to animals when writing 
photo captions, because, I asserted, 
animals don’t have emotions.

I’ve teasingly argued the same point 
with my friend, former colleague and 
animal lover Kate Kompas. Kate, by 
the way, shares her home with three 
cats.

I’m starting to think Kate may be 
right. The Cat can be frisky, smug, 
annoyed, inquisitive and persistent. 
Some of the same qualities as humans.

Oh, and The Cat has a name. Kit 
Kat.

OpinionOpinion
It turns out, cats are people too

Ever since the first Northstar commuter rail 
train rolled out of downtown Minneapolis in 
2009, central Minnesota mass transit advocates 
have argued the route should extend to St. Cloud 
instead of stopping at Big Lake.

Opponents counter the costs and ridership 
estimates don’t justify extending the service. 
Commuters between St. Cloud and Minneapolis 
still contend with the increasing traffic on U.S. 
Hwy. 10 and Interstate Hwy. 94 and paying for 
gas and parking.

This year, Rep. Jim Knoblach (R-St. Cloud) 
reintroduced a bill that would extend Northstar to 
St. Cloud. Knoblach contends the extension could 
be done with no state funding. Knoblach says the 
trains could use St. Cloud’s Amtrak station and 
the rails and train equipment are already in place.

On the other side of the Capitol, Gov. Dayton’s 
budget includes $850,000 to study the issue.

Knoblach’s suggestion deserves serious debate 
in the Legislature and the legislators should ap-
prove the money Dayton wants for a study.

Opponents say there’s no way the extension 
can happen without significant state funding. The 
cost is closer to $40 million, they argue.

According to the Minneapolis StarTribune, Mn-
DOT Commissioner Charlie Zelle said “The idea it 
could be done for free is ludicrous.”

$10 million would be needed to upgrade the 
Amtrak station so it complies with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. Knoblach counters Stearns 
County and the city of St. Cloud could help fund 
the station improvements. Another $12.5 million 
would be needed for additional equipment, a 
study completed for last year’s legislative session 
found.

According to Metro Transit, there were about 
794,000 rides on the Northstar last year, or about 
2,800 each weekday, a 12-percent increase over 
2016.

Would there be more riders if the train traveled 
to St. Cloud instead of stopping in Big Lake, 27 
miles from St. Cloud?

One way to find out is to do the study.
Today’s trip between St. Cloud and Target 

Field Station in downtown Minneapolis involves 
a bus ride or driving from St. Cloud to the Big 
Lake station to catch the train. That’s not a very 
seamless or convenient option.

Connecting St. Cloud with the Twin Cities 
would benefit both communities. Riders would 
find it easier to get to work or college. In today’s 
tight job markert, central Minnesota employers 
might find it easier to recruit workers from a 
wider area. Families traveling to the Twin Cities 
for sports, cultural or entertainment events might 
find it more fun and less stressful than driving.

The Republican controlled Legislature, whose 
members don’t like mass transit, are unlikely to 
put big money behind a Northstar extension. But 
just saying “No” is not a transportation strategy.

A decade is long enough to debate the merits 
of finally completing the Northstar line. It’s time 
for a serious debate and in-depth study for a 
service that could benefit businesses and riders 
in central Minnesota as well as the Twin Cities.

Our View
Time to get serious 
about Northstar
commuter rail

Mike 
Knaak

Editor

Connor 
Kockler
Guest Writer

Air shows bring back memories
This last Sunday afternoon, I 

walked into the living room as my 
Dad had turned on the Red Bull Air 
Races. For those not familiar with 
the sport, it’s a relatively new com-
petition created in 2003 that involves 
single-prop airplanes attempting to 
navigate a course with gates and 
obstacles in the fastest amount of 
time possible. As I watched the pi-
lots defy gravity with their stunts 
over Cannes, France I was reminded 
about some of my earlier experiences 
with planes, especially air shows.

When I was younger, I went 
through a lot of interests – trains, 
cars, Legos – but one that has es-
pecially stuck with me is a love 
of planes and anything aviation. 
There’s just something about flying 
that has always captivated the hu-
man imagination, and coupled with 
the increasingly innovative designs 
of planes, the subject really had me 
hooked.

So when there was a chance to go 
to an air show in Fargo, North Dako-
ta, several years ago, my family took 
a trip to see it. I remember vividly 
walking through all the static dis-
plays full of helicopters, jet planes, 
cargo planes and every sort of flying 
object imaginable. There were stunts 
performed by planes flying overhead, 
engines screeching. But the attrac-
tion that really put the icing on the 

cake for me was the Blue Angels.
The Blue Angels are the U.S. Navy’s 

elite flight demonstration squadron. I 
remember the rush that ran through 
me on seeing their blue and yellow 
jets for the first time in the sky above 
me. I had seen them in pictures and 
videos before, but it nowhere near 
captures the amazement you feel in 
real life when watching their shows. 
I watched breathlessly as their planes 
zigzagged high above, and felt the 
sound barrier break in their wake. 
They then finished off with their sig-
nature diamond formation, with four 
planes flying only inches apart.

Afterward, I was quite impressed, 
and looked for all sorts of media 
about them. Many an elementary 
and middle school book checkout 
from the library was for a book about 
planes or the Blue Angels specifical-
ly. I also kept an eye out for further 
air shows, and was excited to see the 
Blue Angels were actually coming to 
St. Cloud that next summer. I marked 
the date, and waited in anticipation.

The day came, and once again 
I was caught up in the fervor of 
planes and the Blue Angels. There 
were plenty of new things to see as 
well, including a F-22 Raptor stealth 
fighter that performed tricks with its 
advanced maneuvering capabilities. 
All in all, it was another great day, 
and I got a baseball hat, though a 
little small for me now, that I wore 
everywhere emblazoned with the 
Blue Angels’ logo.

Following that burst of activity, 
I have yet to see another air show 
again. There was supposed to be 
one in St. Cloud in 2013 which was 
cancelled, and others throughout the 
state I haven’t been able to attend, 
though I’ve always kept my interest 
and hope that an opportunity will 
come up again.

In the end though, I think my air 
show experiences really served to 
cement two main ideas in my head, 
that of an admiration for our nation’s 
service members and the amazing 
technology that are planes and all 
things aviation. We are truly lucky 
to live in a time with so many in-
credible pilots and innovations all 
around us.

Connor Kockler is a Sauk Rap-
ids-Rice High School student. He 
enjoys writing, politics and news, 
among other interests.

photo by Mike Knaak

The office cat with its newest toy.
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   PETS/PET SUPPLIES
GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS AKC 

OFA. Excel. Temp. Import Stock. Guar-
anteed. 715-537-5413 www.jerland.com 
#268001-DS (MCN)

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 

ADOPTION? Call us first. Living expens-
es, housing, medical, and continued support 
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of your 
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047. (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 

OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. 1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Com-
petitive Offer! Nationwide FREE Pick Up! 
Call Now For a Free Quote! 888-366-5659! 
(MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 

& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second 
speed No contract or commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. 
Call 1-855-577-7502 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet. Affordable, 
high speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save $100. 
Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-800-

712-9365 (MCN)

SAVE on internet and TV bundles! 
Order the best exclusive cable and satellite 
deals in your area!

If eligible, get up to $300 in Visa Gift 
Cards. CALL NOW! 1-800-925-0146 
(MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As 14.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber Op-
tic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-
7096 (MCN)

DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now – 
Get NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE! Every 
Game. Every Sunday. CHOICE- All-In-
cluded Package. Over 185 Channels. $60/
month (for 12 Months.) CALL 1- 844-245-
2232 (MCN)

DIRECTV $35 month! 150+ Chan-
nels! Includes HD DVR! Stream Live TV 
on 5 devices! Free Movie Channels! FREE 
Installation! We are Your Local Installers! 
1-866-804-2491 (MCN)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply 1-800-
732-9635 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 

Publishing will help you self-publish your 
own book. FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-
623-8796 (MCN)

TRUCK DRIVERS. CDL-A Compa-
ny Drivers and Owner Operators. Great pay 
and benefits. Driver friendly. All miles paid. 
Many bonuses. Home when needed. Nice 
equipment. Paid weekly. WWW.MCFGTL.
COM Call now 507-437-9905 (MCN)

> Midwest Free Community Papers 
Seeks a self-motivated professional for the 
position of EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. El-
igible candidate must demonstrate a prov-
en track record in sales and marketing, 
management and leadership, and possess 
excellent human relations and communi-
cation skills. Previous experience in and/
or knowledge of the free paper industry is 
preferred. Please send resume, cover letter, 
compensation requirements and references 
to: apply@mfcp.org (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 

24-48 months. Pay a fraction of what you 
owe. A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt 
Relief 855-995-1557. (MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer Sale! 14,000# Equipment 

trailers: Stand-up ramps, 2′ & 4′ dove-
tails Tiltbeds (manual & electric), Gravity 
tilts, (NO SURGE CHARGES); 12 Models 
of DUMP TRAILERS, single axle, tan-

dem axles, 6k, 10k, & 14,000#; Hi-deck 
102″ WIDE bumper-pull 10 & 14k; 130 
trailers in-stock. 515-972-4554 or www.
FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com for info & 
PRICES! (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Stop OVERPAYING for your pre-

scriptions! SAVE! Call our licensed Ca-
nadian and International pharmacy, com-
pare prices and get $25.00 OFF your first 
prescription! CALL 888-438-6461 Promo 
Code CDC201725 (MCN)

OXYGEN – Anytime. Anywhere. No 
tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit. Call 844-550-
4772 (MCN)

Bathe safely and stay in the home 
you love with the #1 selling Walk-in Tub 
in North America. For an in-home appoint-
ment, call: 844–583-9021. (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Base-

ment Systems Inc. Call us for all of your 
basement needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, 
Structural Repairs, Humidity and Mold 
Control. FREE ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-
640-8195 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. Con-
tact our trusted,local experts today! Our ser-
vice is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-855-

811-8392 (MCN)

Paying too much for car insurance? 
Not sure? Want better coverage? Call now 
for a free quote and learn more today! 855-
417-7382 (MCN)

Cross country Moving, Long distance 
Moving Company out of state move $799 
Long Distance Movers Get Free quote on 
your Long distance move. 1-800-503-6126 
(MCN)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We specialize 
in safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-598-0943 (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No 

paid operators, just real people like you. 
Browse greetings, exchange messages and 
connect live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-
4970 (MCN)

Wanna flirt and have some fun? 
Livelinks in the best chatline for meeting 
real singles who know how to have a good 
time! Call Livelinks and make a real con-
nection. 866-910-1044 (MCN)

WANTED TO BUY
Want to purchase minerals and other 

oil/gas interests. Send details to: P.O. Box 
13557, Denver CO 80201(MCN)

Is your event listed? Send your 
information to:  Newsleader Calen-
dar, P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, Minn. 
56374; fax it to 320-363-4195; or, 
e-mail it to news@thenewsleaders.
com. Most events are listed at no 
cost. Those events are typically free 
or of minimal charge for people to 
attend. Some events, which have 
paid advertising in the Newsleaders, 
are also listed in the calendar and 
may charge more.

Friday, May 4 
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbenton-
history.org.

St. Cloud Veterans Job Fair, 
11 a.m.-1 p.m., St. Cloud VA Health 
Care System Auditorium, 4801 Vet-
erans Drive. 320-255-6353.

 
Sunday, May 6

Walk MS: St. Cloud, a benefit 
for the National Multiple Sclero-
sis Society, 9:45 a.m., Apollo High 
School, 1000 44th Ave. N., St. 
Cloud, 855-372-1331 or walkMS.

org.
Jason Bishop, 1 and 3:30 p.m., 

at the Paramount Center for the 
Arts, 913 St. Germain St., St Cloud. 
320-259-5463.

Monday, May 7
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbenton-
history.org.

Lunch and cards, sponsored by 
Helping Hands Outreach, noon-2 
p.m., Trobec’s Bar & Grill, 1 Cen-
tral Ave. S., St. Stephen.  

Taste of St. Cloud fundraiser 
for the Franciscan Community Vol-
unteers, 4:30-7:30 p.m., Kelly Inn, 
100 Fourth Ave., S., St Cloud. Pat 
Flicker at 320-229-0307 or pflick-
er@fslf.org. 

Sartell Lions Club, 6:30 p.m., 
upstairs of Blue Line Sports Bar and 
Grill, 1101 Second St. S., Sartell. 
320-267-2591.

Tuesday, May 8
Sartell Chamber of Commerce, 

11:30 a.m., Waters Church, 1227 

Pinecone Road. 320-258.6061. 
info@sartellchamber.com.

Lemonade and Laughter fea-
turing musician and storyteller 
Charlie Roth, 2 p.m., St. Francis 
Xavier Gathering Space, 219 Sec-
ond St. N., Sartell.

Estate Planning 101 — Pre-
paring for the Future, presented 
by Jackie Schuh of Englemeier and 
Umanah Law Firm, 6:30 p.m., St. 
Cloud Federal Credit Union, 3030 
First St. S., St. Cloud.

St. Stephen Planning Commis-
sion, 6:30 p.m., City Hall, 2 Sixth 
Ave. SE., St. Stephen. 320-251-
0964.

“Admiral Bill Halsey: A Na-
vel Life” by military historian and 
strategist Thomas A. Hughes Ph.D., 
sponsored by the St. Cloud Reading 
Room Society, 7 p.m., Cathedral 
High School Library, 312 Seventh 
Ave. N., St Cloud. 

Holistic Moms Network, 7-8:30 
p.m., Good Earth Co-op, 2010 Vet-
erans Drive, St. Cloud. 320-252-
2489.

Wednesday, May 9
Forum of Executive Women, 

featuring Coborn’s Vice President 
of Fresh Merchandising Emily 
Coborn, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., The 
Tuscan Center Midtown Square, 
3333 Division St., No. 116, St. 
Cloud. 320-260-4307.

Bike to School Day Celebra-
tion, 2:30-5 p.m., includes obstacle 
course, free food, lawn games and 
bike giveaway, Lion’s Park, 1030 
First St. N., Sartell. 

Baby Shower, hosted by the St. 
Cloud VA Health Care System to 
honor and support veterans welcom-
ing new children into their families 
in 2018, 5-8 p.m., St. Cloud VA 
Health Care System, 4801 Veterans 
Drive. 

Thursday, May 10
Great River Regional Coin 

Club, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Miller Auto 
Marine Sports Plaza, 2930 Second 
St. S., St. Cloud. 320-241-9229.

Friday, May 11
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbenton-
history.org.

Youth Lock Out, 6:30 p.m. to-
night to 6 a.m. Saturday, May 12, 
Celebration Lutheran Church, 1500 
Pinecone Road N., Sartell, celebra-
tionlutheranchurch.com. 

Satruday, May 12
Make a Cake for Mom, 8 a.m.-1 

p.m., Cold Spring Bakery Connec-
tion, 103 Second St. S., Waite Park. 
320-253-1423. And Cold Spring 
Bakery, 308 Main St., Cold Spring. 
320-685-8681. 

Mom and Daughter Vendor/
Craft Sale, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Eagles 
Club 731 41st Ave. N., St. Cloud.

Visit and pet lambs, noon-4 
p.m., Wooly Meadow Lamb Farm, 
2551 110th Ave., Bowlus. 320-587-
5770.  

Central Minnesota Chapter of 
the Federation of the Blind of 
Minnesota, 12:30 p.m., American 
Legion, 17 Second Ave. N., Waite 
Park.

Community Calendar

Council agrees to share cost of fields’ maintenance
 by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

For the third consecutive 
year, the Sartell City Coun-
cil approved an athletic-fields 
maintenance contract among 
the city, Pinecone Central Park 
Association, the Sartell-St. Ste-
phen school district and ProF-
ields LLC.

The council approved the 
contract unanimously at its 
April 23 meeting.

Jason Mathiasen, a member 
of the PCPA Board of Directors, 
updated the council on work 
being done on fields in Sartell.

The city’s share of the con-
tract cost is $19,800, same as 
last year; the school district’s 
share is $21,000; and the PCPA’s 

total is $41,700. In addition, 
leasing fees from the private 
golf course on Sartell property 
will be given twice a year, as 
the fees become available, to 
the PCPA for recreational-field 
repairs. The council also ap-
proved that transfer of leasing 
fees at its April 23 meeting.

Council member David Pe-
terson, though he is in favor of 
the contract agreements, said 
he thinks the city’s “recreation” 
funds should be extended in 
the future for use in more than 
just recreational fields, such as 
for a skating park or the dog 
park.

Mathiasen said the PCPA 
Board has discussed exactly 
that – extending its work for 

other recreational uses, includ-
ing possibly a water feature at 
the dog park, which is in Pine-
cone Central Park.

The maintenance contract 
approved by the council will 
make possible maintenance of 
recreational fields in the city, 
including those of the school 
district. Although city staff 
will mow the fields, a licensed 
expert (ProFields) will apply 
chemicals and nutrients to the 
turf as well as other highly 
technical forms of maintenance.

Other field work will include 
fencing repairs, erosion control, 
adding some drain-tiling and 
renovating some soccer fields.

The maintenance partner-
ship among the four entities 

is a way to dovetail necessary 
upkeep and repairs to the fields 
– avoiding duplications and 
keeping all the entities apprised 
of the overall plans.

Council member Ryan Fitz-
thum thanked Mathiasen and 
Mike Spanier, along with the 
PCPA members, for their “fan-
tastic work for the community.”

Mathiasen said the PCPA has 
succeeded in raising $1.2 mil-
lion for field improvements that 
will begin this week. The first, 
he noted, is construction of a 
new intermediate baseball field 
at Pinecone Central Park; the 
second is to prepare the ground 
for a second softball field in 
Pinecone; and the third, to be-
gin in late July, is a total recon-

struction of Champion Field.
Council member Mike Chi-

sum asked Mathiasen why 
Pinecone Central Park is an-
nually plagued with drainage 
problems. Mathiasen said that 
has been a problem since the 
fields were constructed due to 
the nature of the soil at Pine-
cone. The PCPA examined all 
solutions, he said. One option 
was to remove most of the 
topsoil, but that would cost 
$100,000 just for two sports 
fields. The other option was 
to install drainage-tile systems. 
At first, they were installed to 
see if they would work. The 
drainage-tile method has led 
to significant improvements, 
Mathiasen noted.
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Delivery available thru 
CobornsDelivers.com

Earn on these items 
with your 
more rewards 
account

1698
Budweiser, 
Bud Light & 
Michelob Golden 
Draft Light
24 Pack 12 Oz. Cans

beerof themonth

wineof themonth

1698

1298
Stella Artois
& Stella Cidre
12 Pack Bottles

1298
White Claw, Truly 
Or Spiked Seltzer 
Variety Pack
12 Pack Cans

1198
Leinenkugel’s 
Craft Beers
12 Pack 12 Oz.
Cans Or Bottles
All Available Types

998
Wente
750ml Morning Fog 
Chardonnay & Louis Mel 
Sauvignon Blanc
$12.98 Southern Hills 
Cabernet & Sandstone 
Merlot
$15.98 Riva Ranch 
Chardonnay

1998
Rutherford 
Ranch
750ml
Napa Valley 
Cabernet

698
Charles 
Regnier 
Schnapps
750ml Peach, 
Peppermint Or 
Butterscotch

3698
Jack 
Daniel’s, 
Jack Honey 
& Jack Fire
1.75 Liter

398
Beringer 
Main & Vine
750ml
All Available Types

698
Menage
a Trois
750ml
Red, White & Rose

2598
Knob Creek 
Or Knob 
Creek Rye
750ml

998
Taaka 
Vodka
1.75 Liter
$3.98
1.75 Liter
Mr & Mrs T 
Bloody Mary 
Mix

1698
Tropic Isle 
Palms Rum
1.75 Liter Silver, 
Gold, Coconut
Or Spiced

698
Gnarly Head
750ml
All Available Types

1698

798
Line 39
750ml
All Available Types

2998
Patron 
Silver 
Tequila
750ml
$32.98 Patron 
Reposado

1198
The Naked 
Grape
3 Liter
All Available Types

698
Keystone Light
15 Pack 12 Oz. Cans

2398
Beefeater 
Gin
1.75 Liter

Come In
Liquor Is

OPEN! 8am - 10pm
Monday - Saturday

11am - 6pm
Sunday

Prices Effective
5/4/2018 thru 5/12/2018

Find us on facebook! 
@cobornsliquor

Draft Light
24 Pack 12 Oz. Cans

11
$11.98

After 
Rebate

Miller Lite, Miller 
Genuine Draft Or 
Miller 64 Beer
24 Pack 12 Oz. Cans
Save Even More With
$15 Mail-In-Rebate 
On 3 Case Purchase

PURCHASE THIS ITEM AND SAVE
$100
ON YOUR

NEXT VISIT!

PURCHASE THIS ITEM AND SAVE
$200
ON YOUR

NEXT VISIT!

Canadian 
Club
1.75 Liter
Save Even More With
$30 Mail-In-Rebate 
On 6 Bottle Purchase

Look For Our Spring Wine 
Sale Flyer In Today’s Paper.

Some Examples Include:

Canadian 

$11.98
After 

Rebate

the 2018 Central Minnesota High 
School Big Sister of the Year, who 
has been a mentor for two years.

Local mentor candidates rep-
resent Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Central Minnesota in the statewide 
competition. The state selects one 
outstanding mentor in each cate-
gory to represent Minnesota in a 
national competition. In addition 
to receiving the local title, three 
mentors from the St. Cloud agency 
were honored with the statewide 
title. These included Andy and 
Sarah Noble and their children; 
Hendrickson, who was selected 
as the 2018 Minnesota State Big 
Brother of the Year; and Faith, who 
was selected as 2018 Minnesota 
State High School Big Brother of 
the Year.

Award recipients were recently 
recognized during the Big Celebra-
tion, an annual event that honors 
the agency’s mentors.

The Nobles who have lived in 
Sartell for almost seven years, have 
been mentors for more than two 
years to Jesse Lloyd, 10, and have 
done a wide variety of activities 
with him including playing out-
side, playing board-game nights, 
rock climbing, going to Valleyfair 
and going to a Vikings football 
game.

They have also gone to Sum-
merland, Airmaxx, a holiday party 
and the Big Celebration.

The Nobles began their journey 
as a Big Family in October 2015. 

Both Sarah and Andy had interest 
in becoming Bigs but Sarah said 
they struggled to justify time away 
from their own young children. 
Mentoring as a family allowed 
them to build a relationship with 
their Little, Lloyd, give back to the 
area and lead by example for their 
children showing the difference 
you can make in someone’s life.

She said they enjoy participat-
ing in anything active with Lloyd. 
They love sports and games of all 
sorts. A favorite has been pickle-
ball, which they have been able to 
do at the Sartell Community Center 
many times.

Sarah said Lloyd has a great 
backhand swing.

She said becoming a Big is a 
decision people won’t regret.

“We’ve invited our Little into 
our family and through this ex-
perience,” Sarah said, “we have 
broadened our own horizons and 
exposed ourselves and our children 
to different types of families and 
relationships leading to increased 
awareness and acceptance of oth-
ers around us. Big Brothers Big 
Sisters works to match you with a 
Big/Little with common interests 
so there is a natural connection. 
We hope our Little has experienced 
the same growth and friendship 
that we have in knowing him.”

Lloyd said his favorite thing 
about his Big family is having 
someone to talk with after school 
every Wednesday, if not every oth-
er day. His favorite thing to do 
with the Nobles is to “just hang 
out, have fun and just go do stuff 
with them.”

Lloyd said the Nobles are de-

serving of the Big Family of the 
Year award because they are doing 
stuff that’s helping others.

“The Nobles are very deserv-
ing of both of these awards,” said 
Mary Bechtold, a match support 
coordinator for the Big Brothers Big 
Sisters program. “They have given 
Jesse a second family to spend 
time and enjoy activities with as 
well as offered support and encour-
agement to him during important 
times in his life.”

Bechtold, who lives in St. Jo-
seph, said the Nobles are great 
mentors for the program and also a 
huge asset to the area.

Andy Noble connected his work 
place with the Big Brothers Big 
Sisters program to sponsor several 
families with youth in the pro-
gram during the holiday season. 
Both Sarah and Andy also collect-
ed products from their coworkers 
for the Big Brothers Big Sisters’ 
hygiene product drive in January. 
These products were then donated 
to Pathways 4 Youth, a resource 
center for homeless youth, and are 
now available to people who stop 
at the center.

As a match, they have also 
volunteered at the Big Brothers Big 
Sisters’ Golf Fore Kids’ Sake event 
the past two summers.

Bechtold said Jesse now refers 
to the Nobles as his “Big Dad,” 
“Big Mom,” “Big Sisters” and “Big 
Little Brother.”

“We encourage anyone inter-
ested in becoming a Big to reach 
out to the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
office to learn more,” Sarah said. 
“We were so impressed by the 
prfessionalism and dedication they 

have to making successful match-
es. We are proof one family can 
make a difference no matter how 
“Big” or “Little.”

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cen-

tral Minnesota currently has 100 
children waiting for mentors. For 
more information, call 320-253-
1616 or visit bigbscentralmn.org.

Noble
from front page


