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Stocks chosen as Y2K Lions July 4 parade royalty
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

Members of the St. Joseph 
Y2K Lions Club appreciate their 
senior citizens and want them 
to be recognized for all the 
wonderful service deeds they 
do in the area.

That’s a big reason why Y2K 
club members recently chose 
Dick and Joyce Stock to be 
this year’s Senior Queen and 
King for the annual Fourth of 
July parade. They want them 
to be honored and treated like 
royalty.

Y2K president Kay Lemke 
said the Stocks were chosen for 
their long-time service to the 
area and because Dick is a life-
time resident of the area.

“When we accepted, I said 
I thought it was an honor re-
served for folks who did a lot 
of service in the community,” 
Joyce Stock said. “Ann Reischl 
told me ‘that’s why we chose 

you.’”
The Stocks have been win-

tering in Florida for 21 years, 
so Joyce said they are not here 
during the winter to help vol-
unteer and serve the area.

“We consider it a real hon-
or,” Joyce said. “I think there 
are people who are much more 
active in the community, but 
we are both very honored to be 
asked.”

Even with being out-of-state 
during the winter, the Stocks 
have still managed to volunteer 
in many areas.

Dick, 83, volunteers for the 
Church of St. Joseph Catholic 
Church where he is a member 
of the Father Werner Coun-
cil 7057 Knights of Columbus. 
With the Knights of Columbus, 
he helps with breakfasts, ham-
burger sales at the St. Joseph 
Meat Market and selling Tootsie 
Rolls to help benefit individuals 
with intellectual disabilities.

contributed photo

Dick and Joyce Stock were chosen to be this year’s St. Joseph 
Y2K Lions Senior King and Queen for the annual Fourth of July 
parade. Dick is a life-long resident of the area and both he and 
Joyce have been active volunteers around St. Joseph for many 
years.Stock • page 4

Man saved as baby by Mother Teresa loves St. Joseph
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Patrick Norton’s life was 
quite literally saved by Mother 
Teresa, and Norton and his 
St. Joseph family were at the 
Vatican in Rome for the thrill-
ing moment when she was 
officially named a saint by the 
Catholic Church.

When Norton, an orphan in 
India for many years, saw and 
heard in news reports what is 
now happening at the Ameri-
can-Mexican border, his heart 
sank because all of the mem-
ories of his life came tumbling 
forth once again. He said he 

could relate so well to the im-
ages he was seeing.

As a public speaker, Norton 
always avoids partisan politics, 
but he said he feels he abso-
lutely must speak out against 
what was happening at the 
United States/Mexico border. 
After intense public outrage, 
President Donald Trump signed 
an order June 20 disallowing 
his previous policy of the fami-
ly-member separations. Norton 
was happy to hear that.

“I’m was not happy with 
Donald Trump,” he said. “He 
was breaking those families 
apart; he was treating them 
like criminals. I know what 

that’s like. I was one of those 
people a long time ago. Alone. 
No parents. And I remember 
how hard it was but then later 
I learned how wonderful it was 
to become an American.”

Abandoned
One day in 1961, a newborn 

baby boy was left abandoned 
on a street in Bombay, India. 
A nun found the baby and 
brought it to St. Joseph Or-
phanage in Bombay. The or-
phanage had just been opened 
by an organization started by 
a missionary nun named Sister 
Teresa. At that time, she had 

not yet become world-famous 
as Mother Teresa.

The baby found abandoned 
was named Patrick by the nuns 
of the orphanage. When Pat-
rick was 7, he was placed in 
what was known as a “big-
boy’s orphanage,” called Our 
Lady Home, also founded by 
Mother Teresa’s Missionaries 
of Charity and also in Bom-
bay. There were about 250 
boys in that orphanage, and 
even though they had a roof 
over their heads, they suffered 
terrible privations, including 
frequent hunger. Some, like 
Patrick, had no cot and slept 
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Council offers Pfannenstein chief’s position
by Dave DeMars
news@thenewsleaders.com

The St. 
Joseph City 
Council chose 
Dwight Pfan-
nenstein as 
the new chief 
of police at 
its June 18 
meeting af-
ter wrestling 
with the question of whether 
or not the position should be 
posted and more applicants so-
licited. The council made the 
offer on the condition Pfannen-
stein announce publicly that 
he’s withdrawing as a candi-

date for Stearns County sheriff.
Pfannenstein replaces Joel 

Klein, who resigned recently 
after complaints were lodged 
against him. The nature of the 
complaints has not been di-
vulged by the council.

Mayor Rick Schultz gave a 
brief rundown of the person-
nel-committee action, saying 
the committee, made up of 
himself, council member Dale 
Wick and administrator Judy 
Weyrens, had met and rath-
er than posting the job, the 
committee recommended the 
council promote Pfannenstein 
to chief of police.

Pfannenstein had been serv-
ing as interim police chief up 

until Schultz suggested he fill 
the position permanently. The 
recommendation apparently 
caught some council members 
by surprise.

“I know this is the first-time 
discussion and everything,” 
Schultz said.

Newly seated council mem-
ber Anne Buckvold said she ap-
preciated everything the police 
in St. Joseph have done for the 
city but wondered about the 
degree of trust that had been 
restored.

“I am just thinking about – 
would it be better, in an effort 
to make sure we have the trust 
of the community in place, 

photo by Dave DeMars

City Engineer Randy Sabart 
adjusts information on the 
overhead during discussion of 
street projects for the coming 
year.

Pfannenstein
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Newsleader to close
for July 2-6

The Newsleader office will be 
closed July 2-6. The office will 
reopen on July 9 and we will 
resume publishing every other 
week beginning July 13. Editions 
will also be published July 27, 
Aug. 10 and Aug. 24. Visit our 
website daily for up-to-the-min-
ute news coverage at thenews-
leaders.com.

Food for families
this summer

Make a difference in our com-
munity by taking action! Col-
lect food to support families this 
summer. Suggested items include 
the following: easy macaroni, 
oatmeal, peanut butter and jelly, 
canned soup, cereal and more. 
Foods that can be easily opened 
and prepared are the best. Con-
tact one of the following to learn 
more: Catholic Charities Emer-
gency Services at 320-229-4568; 
the Salvation Army at 320-252-
1424 or CROSS Center at 320-
968-7012.

Spend time
with kids

Join the staff and kids at 
Southside, Roosevelt or Eastside 
Boys & Girls Club units as a pro-
gram volunteer! You can make 
a difference in a child’s life in 
as little as one hour a week. Set 
your schedule with the volunteer 
coordinator to make your experi-
ence valuable. They have oppor-
tunities for you to get involved 
in the areas of education and ca-
reer development, character and 
leadership development, the arts, 
health and life skills and sports, 
fitness and recreation. Play board 
games with kids, read one-to-one 
with a child or help with home-
work, participate in gym activi-
ties, share your love of arts and 
crafts, or shoot pool with teens. 
It’s as easy as just spending time 
with kids. They ask volunteers 
to be able to relate well with 
children in a group environment, 
participate as an active team 
member with staff and other vol-
unteers and abide by volunteer 
policies. Must be able to pass a 
background check (a fee of $13 
to the volunteer).They ask a min-
imum commitment of 20 hours 
over a three-month period. Apply 
at bgcmn.org. Contact Tabatha, 
Boys & Girls Club, at 320-257-
5115 or tnotsch@bgcmn.org for 
more information.
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Arlington Place
Casey’s General Store
Coborn’s
Holiday
Kay’s Kitchen
Kwik Trip

Local Blend
St. Joseph Meat Market
Sliced on College Ave.
Sisters of the Order of St. Benedict
SuperAmerica

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR
Auto Body 2000

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Joseph • 320-363-1116

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Jerry Wetterling

College Ave. • 320-363-4573
jlwchiro.com

CHURCHES
Resurrection Lutheran, ELCA

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
WoW! Worship Outside Wednesday

6 p.m. in our backyard.

610 N. CR 2, St. Joseph
320-363-4232 www.rlcstjoe.org

St. Joseph Catholic Church
Masses: Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m.

Saturday 5 p.m.
Sunday 8 & 10 a.m.

St. Joseph • 320-363-7505
www.churchstjoseph.org

DENTISTRY
Drs. Styles, Cotton & Milbert

1514 E. Minnesota St.
St. Joseph • 320-363-7729

Laser Dentistry 
26 2nd Ave. NW

St. Joseph • 320-363-4468

ELECTRICAL 
HI-TEC Electric • St. Joseph

Residential • Commercial
Remodeling • General Services
320-363-8808 • 320-980-0514

EYECARE
Russell Eyecare & Associates
15 E. Minnesota St., Ste. 107 

St. Joseph • 320-433-4326

PUBLISHING 
Von Meyer Publishing, Inc.

32 1st Ave. NW
St. Joseph • 320-363-7741

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

LAWN SERVICE
Craig’s Lawn Service
Craig Bertram, Owner

St. Joseph • 320-290-4811 

Call the St. Joseph Newsleader at 320-363-7741 
if you would like your business included. Check out the online Business Directory 

at thenewsleaders.com which hyperlinks to each business’ website.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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Newsstands
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(Left to right) Rudi Thelen, Arnold Mueller, Tobias Thelen, Ralph 
Schmitt, Avalyn Lassi, Daniel Thiel and Samuel Lassi. (Avalyn and 
Samuel are Ralph Schmitt’s grandchildren.)

A family reunion on 
May 19 celebrated 150 
years since the Schmitt/
Thelen families arrived 
in Jacobs Prairie from 
Germany.

On June 16, 1868, 
Anton and Anna (Thel-
en) Schmitt and their 
children John, Math, 
Anna and Catherine 
arrived in New York 
from Eschbach, Ger-
many. Ralph Schmitt, a 
resident of St. Joesph, 
and his brother Jer-
ry Schmitt wanted to 
know what happened 
to the family still in 
Germany. 

In 2016, they traveled 
back to the area to see 
if they could find any-
one. A series of events 
led them to stopping in 
Siebenbach and going 
to a local town festival. 
By coincidence, they 
sat down next to Rudi 
Thelen and found out 
he was a descendant of 
the family that stayed in 
Germany. “It was like it 
was meant to be,” said 
Ralph Schmitt. Joining 
the May 19 celebration 
was the Thelen family 
that was found. Rudi 
Thelen, his son Tobi-
as, nephew Daniel and 
friend Arnold Mueller 
all traveled to help cel-
ebrate.

People
Three St. Joseph students re-

ceived scholarships from Cath-
olic United Financial. They are 
Ciera Ehlert, Emily Lygre and 
Taylor Nordine.

Keith Warzecka of St. Jo-
seph was named to the spring 
semester dean’s honor list 
at Concordia College, Moor-
head. To qualify, a student must 
earn a 3.7 minimum grade-
point average.

Samantha Smoley of St. Jo-
seph, who is majoring in the-
ater arts and film production, 
was named to the spring se-
mester dean’s list at Minnesota 
State, Moorhead. To qualify, a 
student must earn a minimum 
3.25 grade-point average. 

Brandon Funk of St. Jo-
seph is one of two Apollo High 

School trapshooting team mem-
bers who will compete in the 
USA High School Clay Target 
League’s National Champion-
ships in July in Mason, Mich. 
Megan Gohman is the oth-
er Apollo student. Funk and 
Gohman led the team this sea-
son with 21.20 and 21.10 av-
erages respectively. Both will 
compete at the National Cham-
pionships on the team and as 
individuals.  The team consists 
of five team members and two 
alternates. The team complet-
ed its second Minnesota High 
School Clay Target League sea-
son placing second in Class 
1A-Conference 9. 

Katelyn Sinn of St. Joseph, 
who is majoring in software 
engineering, was named to the 
spring dean’s list at Iowa State 
University, Ames. To qualify for 

this honor, a student must earn 
a 3.5 minimum grade-point av-
erage.

Nathan Dehne was recently 
selected as new vice president 
for admission and financial aid 
at the College of St. Benedict 
and St. John’s University. He 
will begin his new role on July 
9.

Dehne currently serves as 
the vice president for admis-
sions and enrollment services 
at Cardinal Stritch University 
in Milwaukee, Wis., where he 
also provided executive leader-
ship for strategic planning and 
athletics.

Dehne succeeds Calvin Mos-
ley, who announced his re-
tirement earlier this year, after 
serving 10 years as vice presi-
dent.

Amanda Theisen of St. Jo-
seph recently graduated magna 
cum laude with a bachelor’s 
degree in exercise physiology 
from Gustavus Adolphus Col-
lege in St. Peter. Theisen was 
also named to the spring dean’s 
list for earning a minimum 3.7 
grade-point average.

Fifteen St. Joseph students 
earned academic honors during 
spring semester at St. Cloud 
Technical & Community Col-
lege.

To qualify for the president’s 
list a student needs a 4.0 grade-
point average and to qualify for 
the dean’s list, a student needs 
a minimum 3.5 grade-point av-
erage.

President’s list: Sommer Da-
vidson, Mitchell Jaeckels, Al-
exander Legatt, Bruce Walk-
ley, Elena Drake, Kelsey Mosley 

and Ethan Carlson.
Dean’s list: Luke Dahl-

gren, Madalyn Fowler, Mikay-
la Kotsmith, Tianna Swan-
son-Wente, Jasmine Elliott, 
Mitchell Lowell, Logan Douvier 
and Amanda Meehl.

Sixteen St. Joseph students 
have been named to the spring 
dean’s list at St. Cloud State 
University.  To be eligible, stu-
dents must earn a 3.7 minimum 
grade-point average.

The students are Anna 
Emerson, Lindsay Helfen-
stein, Lynnsey Hoffmann, Isaac 
Holthaus, Tyler Lahr, JoAnn 
Otte, Haley Walker, Taesig 
Ahn, Alison Fischer, Bryce 
Kirchner, Logan Korte, Kaylee 
Lodermeier, Natalie Moen, Wil-
liam Morgan, Ryan Peterson 
and MaKalla Schmitz.

Family reunion unites those from old country with new
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Have any Achievements?
Grad. from HS/College, Military Honors, Awards

Submit to news@thenewsleaders.com

For contact purposes only, please include
first/last name and phone. 

Full- and part-time

DRIVER WANTED
FOR MILK TRUCK 

Class A. Lic. & Tanker 
Endorsement and two years 
driving experience needed

 Call 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Monday-Friday

320-266-2268

contributed photo

Brenny Transportation was presented with a Platinum Safety Award by Great West Casualty as part of Great West’s annual National Safety Awards program. 
This program recognizes motor carriers in similar operations (truckload and less than truckload) with awards based on their year-end preventable-crash results. 
Carriers are eligible to receive a platinum, gold, silver or participatory award.

People

contributed photo

The Resurrection Lutheran Church quilters surprised Evelyn Eckroth on her 91st birthday 
with a coffee hour at Woodcrest of Country Manor in St Joseph. Those who attended the party 
are (from left) Kay Reardon, Rene Krueger, Ellen Chovan, Bonnie Kabe, Cindy Klocker, Eloise 
Westby, Marlys Eikmeier, Nancy Holy, Kathy Haselhorst and Joan Thralow with Evelyn and her 
husband Charlie seated by the table.

contributed photo

In recognition of their outstanding service to community, 
Kathryn Bjorke (second from right) and Martha Bunde (second 
from left) were presented with the President’s Volunteer Ser-
vice Award. The awards, presented by Internal Coach Michelle 
McAnally (far left) and Program Manager Mishon Bulson (far 
right) honor those who, by demonstrated commitment and 
example, inspire others to engage in volunteer service. Bjorke 
has served full time as a tutor with Minnesota Reading Corps 
at Kennedy Community School in St. Joseph since 2015. Bunde 
has served part time at Kennedy since 2014.



Friday, June 29, 2018St. Joseph Newsleader • www.thenewsleaders.com4

He also has been an usher 
for the church since he was 17 
or 18 years old and helps hang 
church banners and do other 
jobs he is needed for.

“He is always willing to pitch 
in and ready to help when he is 
called,” Joyce said.

Joyce, 79, also volunteers 
with the Church of St. Joseph 
Catholic Church and just retired 
from being a Eucharistic min-
ister and lector. She also sews 
“prayer blankets” that are given 
to parishioners, who receive 
pastoral visits when they are ill, 
and white baptismal blankets 
that are given to children when 
they are baptized.

Because of her sewing tal-
ents, she has helped mend 
many church linens and other 
items. In the past, she was 
active with cancer drives to 
collect donations, taught re-

ligious education classes for 
seven years and was very active 
with the All Saints Academy-St. 
Joseph Campus when it was 
known as the St. Joseph Lab 
School.

Both have also been active 
with the Fourth of July festi-
val for many years. Dick has 
helped with the setting up and 
taking down of the stands since 
he was a teenager. In past 
years, he has also worked secu-
rity for the concerts.

Joyce recently is turning over 
her role of coordinating lunches 
for the festival workers, for four 
days prior to July 4, which she 
has done for about 12 years.

She said many other peo-
ple were wonderful volunteers, 
helping her with the lunches.

Janelle Loehlein has stepped 
up to take over her coordinat-
ing position.

“She will do a marvelous 
job,” Joyce said.

She said throughout their 
married years, Dick has only 
missed one year and Joyce has 

missed only three years, when 
their children were born, of 
helping volunteer with the an-
nual festival.

Joyce is very actively in-
volved in helping promote 
clothing for poor areas such 
as Haiti. She cuts out dresses 
and other garments and creates 
kits for other willing volunteer 
helpers to sew.

She recently recruited a cou-
ple of residents of Woodcrest 
of Country Manor apartments 
to help sew dresses and anoth-
er one who doesn’t sew but 
is willing to press items. She 
encourages people to donate 
scraps of material and other 
useable items so they can be 
put to good use.

“It is very fulfilling and nev-
er seems like I have too much 
to do,” Joyce said. “Whenever I 
start to get a little busy, some-
one will call and offer to help. 
We welcome suggestions for 
garments for Haiti or other mis-
sions and are happy to share 
if there is a need to take them 

elsewhere.”
Dick and Joyce have been 

married for 60 years. They are 
both Cathedral High School 
graduates and got to know each 
other while participating in the 
Stearns County Rural Youth 
Group activities and at dances.

Dick worked at the paper 
mill in Sartell for 42 years. 
Joyce worked in management 
positions at a fabric shop and 
Herberger’s. She also super-
vised about 350 volunteers for 
the Catholic Charities Women’s 
Guild program.

Their six children and spous-
es include Ginny and Dale An-
derson, Ann Marie Stock and 
David Campagna, Nancy Stock, 
Tom and Lori Stock, Rick and 
Inge Stock and Greg and Kaori 
Stock.

They have six grandchildren 
who include Leta, Jake and 
Joey Stock, Erik and Eli Ander-
son and Brianna Stock-Leach.

Their family will join them 
in celebrating their 60th anni-
versary in July. Unfortunately, 

it will not be over the Fourth 
of July so they can see them 
honored in the annual parade.

For 25 years the family has 
gathered for a week at a lake. 
This year they will travel from 
California, Canada, Florida, Ha-
waii and Virginia to gather at 
Lake Victoria by Alexandria.

Joyce said their children 
originally planned the vacation 
so they could all see each other. 
They didn’t want her to have to 
do the majority of the work by 
coming home, so they planned 
to meet at a lake and share in 
the chores.

Choosing a senior king and 
queen is an ongoing tradition 
for the Y2K Lions. Senior roy-
alty are selected based on their 
service and volunteerism to the 
area.

The Y2K Lions is a part of 
District 5M-8 Lions Internation-
al and actively supports many 
causes in the area.

The annual parade is sched-
uled for 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
July 4, in St. Joseph.

Stock
from front page

on the floor, using their fold-
ed arms as pillows. Food was 
always scarce, partly because 
of the war between India and 
Pakistan at that time. Patrick 
and others sometimes actual-
ly ate paper and erasers from 
pencils.

“I sometimes actually ate 
my homework,” Norton re-
called.

Manna from heaven
Then, some years later, the 

orphanage children and staff 
experienced a sense of deliver-
ance. Shipments of food began 
arriving from the United States 
and West Germany – mostly 
rations containing powdered 
milk, rice, wheat and cans of 
cooking oil. It was plain food, 
but to the hungry boys it was 
manna from heaven.

Patrick and his fellow or-
phans loved to play sports 
– football, volleyball, soccer. 
But they had to make their 
own play balls out of paper 
and other cast-off items. One 
day, while rummaging thorugh 
neighborhood trash, looking 
for useful objects or broken 
toys to play with, Patrick found 
a magazine page that had the 
letters “USA” on it and a pic-
ture of a house. That intriguing 
page suddenly stirred his very 
soul because he longed to have 
a house with a family in it, like 
the one in the picture.

He showed his precious new 
object, that page, to an or-
phanage priest:

“Look what I found!” he 
exclaimed.

He learned USA was a place, 
a faraway country.

“But don’t bother, you’ll 
never go there,” the priest told 
him.

Every night, lying on the 
floor, Patrick would pray and 
talk to himself with variations 
of “God, I hope to go to this 
place someday. God, will you 
take me to that place someday, 
to the USA?”

One day, sometime in 1968, 
Pope Paul VI visited an or-
phanage in Bombay. He knelt 
before each orphan and prayed 
with them. The pope’s visit 
made worldwide news.

During the India-Pakistan 
war, the lights in Bombay had 
to be extinguished each night 
because of the bombers over-
head. On one clear night, Pat-
rick looked up to marvel at 
the scintillating stars and the 
glowing moon. Pointing up at 
them, he said, “God, forget 
about the war. Look how beau-
tiful the world is. I want you to 
bring me to one of the greatest 
nations on Earth, to the USA.”

In the meantime, Pope Paul 
VI’s visits to India orphanag-
es caught the attention of a 
Connecticut couple, John and 
Marjorie Norton, devout Cath-
olics who had nine biological 
children but who decided to 
adopt five more, including two 
from an orphanage in India.

One amazing day, an or-
phanage priest said to Patrick, 
“Pat, you and Martin are going 
to America.” (Martin was an-
other boy in the orphanage.)

Patrick was stunned and had 
trouble understanding what he 
was hearing. But, sure enough, 
it was true. The adoption pro-
cess took a long time, but fi-
nally, one day Patrick and Mar-
tin – both beside themselves 
with excitement – boarded a 
flight to New York City. Pat-
rick was 14 at the time. They 
landed on Oct. 25, 1976, the 
year of America’s bicentennial 
celebration. At JFK Airport, the 
two boys were greeted with 
hugs and words of welcome by 
the Norton family.

Back home in Connecticut, 
the boys were asked if they 
wanted some spaghetti. When 
they saw the noodles, they 
thought they were some kind 
of strange worms. They looked 
at each other warily. When the 
red sauce was spooned over 
the “worms,” the boys thought 
it was some kind of animal, 
freshly killed and squashed. 
Patrick loved the dinner, and 
to this day spaghetti is his fa-
vorite food.

After dinner, he was shown 
to his bedroom. In it there was 
a real bed with a real blanket 
and a real pillow.

“I knew then I would nev-
er have to use my elbow as 
a pillow any more,” Norton 
recalled.

Happy years
The years with the Nortons 

were blissfully happy ones. Mr. 
Norton was a well-respected 
judge who invented a game 
named “hocker,” similar to 
football and soccer. While pro-
moting the game, he happened 
to meet famed Olympic med-
alist Bruce Jenner, who visited 
the Norton home and later 
appeared with the family on 
“Good Morning, America.” 

After living eight years with 
the Nortons, Patrick’s beloved 
father died of colon cancer, 
sending him into an emotional 
tailspin. Marjorie, his moth-
er, suggested, to comfort him, 
that Patrick take a trip to Med-
jugorje in Eastern Europe, a 
famed holy site where there 
had been sightings reported of 
the Virgin Mary.

Love blooms
In Medjugorje, while stand-

ing in front of a statue of Mary, 
Patrick turned around and saw 
a woman – a beautiful woman 
standing there.

“Hi,” he said. “My name is 

Patrick Norton. I’m from Con-
necticut.”

“Hello,” she said. “Glad to 
meet you. I’m Sandy Schindler. 
I’m from Holdingford, Minne-
sota.”

Something surely clicked be-
cause the two, back in Ameri-
ca, began corresponding, and 
Norton paid a few visits to 
Sandy in Holdingford.

One day, while both were 
standing in front of a statue 
of Mary in a church, Patrick 
asked her if she would marry 
him, and they were happily 
engaged. After their marriage 
in Holdingford in 1992, the 
couple eventually moved to St. 
Joseph where Patrick became a 
house painter, owning his own 
business. They now have three 
children: Maria, 24; Anna, 18; 
Joseph, 16. Wife Sandy, Maria 
and Joseph all work at Bo Did-
dley’s in St. Joseph. Maria is a 
manager at McDonald’s, also 
in St. Joseph. All are devoted 
members of St. Joseph Catho-
lic Church.

Norton still feels a sense of 
awe when he thinks how, as 
a baby orphan, his life was 
saved by the St. Joseph Or-
phanage of Bombay, and his 
later years were renewed and 
enriched when he moved to 
St. Joseph, Minn., finding at 
long last his own home, his 
own family.

He’s also still amazed that 
his wife remembers seeing him 
and his family on the “Good 
Morning, America” show long 
before she even met him.

“It’s a dream come true,” he 
said. “I thank God every day of 
my life for all of this – my wife, 
my family, St. Joseph and the 
Benedictine Monastery here. I 
love the people here.”

St. Mother Teresa
Norton is convinced it was 

Mother Teresa herself who 
picked him up after he was 

abandoned on a Bombay 
Street.

Years later, when he was 
visiting the Missionaries of 
Charity organization in Min-
neapolis, nuns there had arti-
cles of clothing once worn by 
Mother Teresa. He was allowed 
to touch the clothing.

“I felt a surge of power 
going through me,” Norton re-
called. “I think that was a 
confirmation from God that it 
really was Mother Teresa who 
picked me up from that street.”

In any case, Mother Tere-
sa’s founding of the orphanage 
almost certainly saved the ba-
by’s life.

Thank you, Mother
Born in Macedonia in 1910, 

Mother Teresa worked as a 
missionary, helping the poorest 
of the poor in many countries, 
mainly India. Her foundation, 
Missionaries of Charity, helps 
the poor in 133 countries – or-
phanages, clinics, schools.

She received the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1979. Her can-
onization was based on sever-
al miracles she performed as 
attributed by the Vatican. She 
died in 1997, at the age of 87.

Norton and his family were 
thrilled to be able to witness 
the canonization of Mother Te-
resa to sainthood Sept. 4, 2016. 
Their trip was made possible, 
all expenses paid, by an anon-
ymous donor.

At the ceremony, the Nor-
tons were in the front row, not 
far from Pope Francis.

In his prayer, Norton said, 
“Mother, thank you for picking 
me up from the street in India. 
I just know you are smiling 
down on me now.”

Anyone who would like 
Norton to speak at an event or 
to a group can contact him at 
painterpat123@gmail.com.

Norton
from front page
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©2018 Medifast Weight Control Center® of Minnesota. All rights reserved. 1. First month free with purchase of full service program. Excludes food and products. Some restrictions apply. See center for details.  2. Results vary. Typical weight loss is 2-5 lbs. per week for the first two weeks, 
then 1-2 lbs. per week thereafter.  Average weight loss for Medifast Weight Control Center customers is 25 pounds.

GET STARTED NOW AND YOUR FIRST MONTH IS Free! 
1  MONTH FREE        EASY!
GET Summer-Ready. 

MAKES 
STARTING

1

Sara
St.Cloud, MN

LOST 20 LBS. 2

HER 1ST MONTH
Total loss 99 lbs. 

1-855-RESULTS | MedifastMN.com 
216 Division Street | St. Cloud, MN 56387

1 MONTH Free
IS A LIMITED TIME OFFER! 

DON’T WAIT. CALL NOW.

Look what Chris and Sara did in their FIRST MONTH. 
You can do it too! 

Medifast is the program that works:
• Recommended by 20,000 doctors  since 1980
• Clinically proven results
• Private one-on-one support
• Supported by Nutritionists and Registered Dietitians
• Plans customized just for you

“Once you start, it’s going to come off quickly. You start 
making improvement. The smile gets bigger and 
life gets better!”    –Chris Hawkey

Chris Hawkey
Country musician & KFAN host 

LOST 18 LBS.2

HIS 1ST MONTH
Total loss 53 lbs. 

MDF_MIN_180626_Summer1MonthFree_St.Cloud_10x7.5.indd   1 6/26/18   3:00 PM

This St. Joseph Catholic Church photo shows Pat and Sandy Norton and their children (left to 
right) Maria, Joseph and Anna.

contributed photos

Pat (first boy at left, in red sweater) meets his new family, the 
Nortons of Connecticut, in 1976 at JFK airport in New York 
City. The boy in the middle is Martin, another boy from the 
Indian orphanage who was adopted by the Nortons. The man 
wearing the hat is Pat’s and Martin’s new father, John Norton.
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A new entertaining space 
now it’s possible.

A home equity line of credit taps into the ownership value of your home.  
Funds can be used for anything – like a new entertaining space!

You may qualify for a No Closing Cost HELOC!  

Certain restrictions may apply. CMCU will pay the closing costs except when an appraisal and full title commitment are required. If appraisal or full title commitment is required, the costs would be member’s 
expense.  The typical cost of these services is $50-$1,500. Annual Percentage Rate = 5.25% as of 6/7/2018. APR may vary after account is opened but will never exceed 18%APR or the maximum allowed 
by law. Annual fee = $40. Membership eligibility and $5 share deposit are required. Borrower must maintain adequate property insurance. On approved credit. Ask for details. Federally Insured by NCUA.

Visit one of 18 
convenient branches

Call us:  
888.330.8482

Apply online:  
mycmcu.org

Get started today:

SAT, JUL 7 • 7:30PM • $8-$12
320.259.5463 OR PARAMOUNTARTS.ORG

Sponsored by:
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This advertisement is sponsored by the following businesses:
Auto Body 2000

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Joseph • 320-363-1116

Bee Line Service Center
Auto Truck & RV Repair

Hwy. 75 • St. Joseph • 320-363-1433
beelineservice.com

BoDiddley’s Deli
Downtown St. Joseph • 320-363-7200

25th Ave. S. • 320-252-9475
bodiddleysdeli.com

Brenny Specialized Transportation
8505 Ridgewood Road • St. Joseph

320-363-6999
brennytransportation.com

Church of St. Joseph
12 W. Minnesota St. • St. Joseph

320-363-7505
churchstjoseph.org

Drs. Styles, Cotton & Milbert, D.D.S.
1514 E. Minnesota St. • St. Joseph

320-363-7729 • stjoedds.com

Finken Water Treatment,
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

628 19th Ave. NE • St. Joseph 
320-363-4617 • finkens.com

Pediatric Dentistry
Dr. Sarah Welch • Dr. Ashley Turrittin
151 19th St. S. • Sartell • 320-229-2222

www.sartellkids.com

Resurrection Lutheran Church 
610 N. CR 2 • St. Joseph 

320-363-4232 • rlcstjoe.com

St. Joseph Area Chamber Of 
Commerce

St. Joseph • 320-433-1043
www.stjosephchamber.com

St. Joseph Liquor Shoppe
225 E. Cedar St. • St. Joseph

320-363-8636
Open July 4 from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

St. Joseph Meat Market
26 1st Ave. N.W. • St. Joseph
320-363-4913 • Facebook us!

stjosephmeatmarket.com

Scherer & Sons Trucking
1007 E. Minnesota St. • St. Joseph 
320-363-8846 • scherertrucking.com

Sisters of the Order 
of Saint Benedict

104 Chapel Lane • St. Joseph
320-363-7100 • sbm.osb.org

Stearns Bank
4191 2nd St. S. • St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 253-6607 • www.stearnsbank.com

Stearns County Abstract 
& Title Co.
320-251-5920

stearnscountyabstract.com

Taco John’s
211 C.R. 75 W. • St. Joseph

320-363-1045

Trobec’s Bus Service Inc.
Now Hiring School Bus
& Motorcoach Drivers!

St. Stephen • 320-251-1202
trobecsbus.com

Welch Dental Care
Dr. Courtney Welch DDS

151 19th St. S., Ste. B • Sartell
320-229-2233 • www.welchdentalcare.com

Church of 
St. Joseph Parish

July 4th 
Celebration

Wednesday, July 4
  10:00 a.m.    Parade sponsored by the Lions 
      Club
  11:00 a.m.    Bingo, Games, Food and 
Refreshments (on parish grounds)
  11:30 a.m.    Live Music: Smok’N Guns Band
    1:30 p.m.    Quilt Auction 
    3:30 p.m.    Raffle Drawing

www.churchstjoseph.org

Tuesday, July 3
    5:00 p.m.     Bingo, Games, Food and 
 Refreshments  (on parish grounds)
    5:50 p.m.    Festival Opening Prayer
    6:00 p.m.    Free “Joetown Rocks” Concert 
    6:00 p.m.    All Saints Academy Students
    6:15 p.m.    The Future
    7:15 p.m.    The Killer Vees
    8:50 p.m.    The Midtown Men
    10:15 p.m.   Fireworks sponsored by 
Bernick’s
   10:30 p.m.   Brat Pack Radio 

 Festival events held at 
12 W. Minnesota St.

photos by Jenny McDermond
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Centered on you.

888.330.8482  |  mycmcu.org  |

We wish you a safe and  
fun Independence Day!

All offices will be closed Wednesday, July 4th

We currently have requests from buyers looking 
for the property described. If you are thinking of 
selling and your property is not listed, we would 
love to talk to you about helping you sell it.

Call Al Mesna or Jon Petters 320-363-7656
Collegevillebrokerage.com

Wanted:
2-4 Bedroom homes and land in St. Joseph 

or within 10 miles of St. Joseph.

of Clear Lake
Pick-Your-Own or Fresh-Already Picked
HOMEGROWN STRAWBERRIES!

Call our Berry Information Line 320-743-3384 for picking conditions or directions.

www.Graysonsberryland.com
Drive to Minnesota Hwy. 24, turn North at the Clearwater exit or South 

at the Clear Lake exit and follow the signs to County Road 8.
For the finest in strawberries, try

OPEN:
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m.-Noon

Find us on

Stearns board denies
trap-shooting-range permit
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

The Stearns County Board 
voted June 26 to deny a con-
ditional-use permit for a 
trap-shooting range in St. Jo-
seph Township.

After a June 20 public hear-
ing, the Planning Commission 
recommended the county board 
deny the conditional-use per-
mit.

Commissioners cited a num-
ber of concerns for denying the 
request including the proxim-
ity of homes, environmental 
effects of lead shot landing in 
wetlands and the proposal’s in-

compatibility with the county’s 
comprehensive plan.

The proposed range is in the 
southeast corner of St. Joseph 
Township between Hwy. 23 and 
Interstate Hwy. 94.

Commissioner DeWayne 
Mareck moved to support the 
planning commission’s deci-
sion with Commissioner Joe 
Perske seconding.

Before the June 26 meeting, 
Mareck asked the environmen-
tal staff to provide more details 
to the planning commission 
findings.

To support denying the per-
mit, the planning commission 
findings noted there are 250 

homes within a mile of the 
proposed range and there are 
plans for additional residential 
and commercial expansions in 
the area.

Water contamination from 
lead shot falling in wetlands 
and noise were also cited as 
well as a possible 10- to 20-per-
cent drop in property values.

Perske noted 45 people testi-
fied during the four-hour public 
hearing.

Bryan and Lisa Brophy pro-
posed the range they hoped 
could be used by the Apol-
lo High School trap-shooting 
team.

Absentee voting
for primary begins June 29

Absentee voting for the 
Aug. 14 primary election be-
gins Friday, June 29.

Stearns added a second 
location to file absentee bal-
lots this year.

The new location is Li-
cense Center West at Stea-
rns County Service Center in 
Waite Park.

The license center is at 
3301 CR 138. Hours are 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

Absentee voting will also 
take place in the Stearns 
County Auditor’s Office in 

the Stearns County Admin-
istration Building, Room 
148, 705 Courthouse Square, 
downtown St. Cloud. Hours 
are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday.

Voters can apply for ab-
sentee ballots online at 
www.mnvotes.org. Absentee 
balloting can also be done 
by mail.

Contact the auditor/trea-
surer’s office at 320-656-
3290 or elections@co.stea-
rns.mn.us to have an appli-
cation faxed or mailed.

Last leg of Lake Wobegon Trail to be celebrated July 12

photo by Mike Knaak 

The completion of the last 3.2 miles of the Lake Wobegon Trail will be celebrated with a Grand 
Opening at 6 p.m. Thursday, July 12. The extension runs from St. Joseph to Waite Park.
A pre-celebration bike ride will take place just prior to the ceremony at the trailhead in St. 
Joseph. The crew will leave the trailhead at 5:20 p.m. and ride to the grand opening ceremony 
in River’s Edge Park.
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EXPLORE.. .LEARN.. .CONNEC T.. .

St. Cloud Public Library  • 1300 W. St. Germain St. • 320-650-2500
Waite Park Public Library  •  253 N. 5th Ave.  •  320-253-9359

SUMMER 
READING 
PROGRAM
JUNE 11
THROUGH
AUGUST 11

Find more information at 
http://www.griver.org/summer-reading-program/kids

Visit your branch 
of Great River 
Regional Library 
to sign up.

Let Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota �nd you a 
trusted companion today! Companions are invested in 
providing older adults support to continue living at 
home, stay healthy and remain as independent as 
possible.
Call Janel at 320.241.5173 to �nd your companion today.

1/4 mi. south of Albany Fleet 
Supply on CR 10

For all
things cleanup!

• Aluminum • Stainless Steel • Brass • Copper • Autos
• Circuit Boards • Automotive Batteries • and MoreWe buy:

320-845-2747 or 320-248-5253
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m.-Noon

34737 CR 10 • Albany

to go through a formal hiring 
process where we open it up?” 
Buckvold asked.

Schultz admitted it certainly 
was a possibility but Pfannen-
stein had sought the position 
once before.

“He was right behind Joel 
(former police chief Joel Klein) 
in the interview process,” 
Schultz said.

Schultz went on to say Pfan-
nenstein could well have been 
chosen at that time and that 
he was very professional and 
knowledgeable so far as police 
work was concerned. Given his 
previous performance, it’s like-
ly he would end up being the 
chosen candidate.

Council member Bob Loso 
said he was in favor of opening 
up the process and looking at 
other candidates. He reminded 
the council Pfannenstein, while 
filling the role of interim police 
chief, had already filed to run 
for Stearns County sheriff in the 
November election.

“He has already filed for 
sheriff, so that shows his dedi-
cation to this department,” Loso 
said. “That doesn’t rate good 
with me. I think we should go 
out and post for a new police 
chief. If Dwight wants to apply, 
he can.”

Loso went on to remind the 
council that previously they 
had filled the position from 
within the ranks and it did not 
work out well. A new face in 
the department might be good 

for the department, he said.
Council member Buckvold 

said her concerns should not be 
construed as being about Pfan-
nenstein but rather just having 
an open and fair process.

Administrator Weyrens re-
minded the council of the pro-
cess used the last time. With 10 
candidates they had to winnow 
the applicants, and in the end 
they selected an internal candi-
date anyway.

Loso offered a motion for a 
broad public search, but the 
motion failed 2-3 with Loso 
and Troy Goracke voting for the 
motion and Schultz, Wick and 
Buckvold voting against it.

Schultz then offered his own 
motion to offer the position to 
Pfannenstein with the condi-
tion Pfannenstein remove his 
name as a candidate for sher-
iff. Since the time for removal 
from the Aug. 14 primary has 
passed, Pfannenstein would 
have to publicly announce he 
is no longer in the running. 
Pfannenstein accepted the offer 
last week.

Schultz’s motion passed 4-1 
with Loso voting against it.

Other business
The council took up the is-

sue of the cable franchise with 
Charter Communications. The 
council must post the fact they 
will be taking an action at the 
next regular meeting. Terms 
will be similar to what is now 
in effect.

The council also started the 
process of tinkering with the 
budget. Part of the discussion 
revolved around the building 

of a new cold-storage area to 
house equipment and vehicles 
that are currently stored at var-
ious sites within the city. This 
would make it easier to access 
equipment. There is plenty of 
room for the building at the 
present maintenance facility 
site.

Another part of the bud-
get discussion revolved around 
street improvements and what 
kinds of improvements the city 
would be planning for 2019.

A third portion of the discus-
sion concerned itself with com-
bining some projects started in 
2018 with other projects slat-
ed for execution in 2019. The 
Pondview project was specifi-
cally mentioned as a possibility.

Loso put forth a request the 
various departments try to find 
ways to save taxpayer money. 
He also wanted the completion 
of alley projects.

After Buckvold raised the 
question of creating a skate-
board park, it was acknowl-
edged the city had skateboard 
park equipment, but it wasn’t 
being used. St. Joseph Mainte-
nance Director Terry Thene said 
the equipment was not in good 
repair and that is why it has not 
been put in place.

Part of the problem is there 
hasn’t been a permanent site 
for it, and setting up and tear-
ing down has caused excessive 
wear.

Schultz suggested an effort 
be made to rehabilitate the 
equipment and put it to good 
use.

“Otherwise it’s just sitting 
there and turning to rust,” 
Schultz said.

Council
from front page

St. Joseph baseball roundup
by Dave DeMars
news@thenewsleaders.com

The Joes hammer 
Avon 9-4

Brandon Bloch went 4-4 
at the plate and led the St. 
Joseph Joes to a 9-4 win over 
the Avon Lakers. Bloch drove 
in three runs for the Joes.

“He’s been hitting the ball 
well,” said Joes Manager Pat 
Schneider. “It shows his lead-
ership. He’s a solid ballplay-
er.”

Tanner Aleshire also 
chipped in with a 3-5 day 
at the plate. In all, the Joes 
collected 15 hits. The Joes 
scored two runs in each of the 
first three innings.

“We kind of had our hitting 
shoes on,” Schneider said. 
“Avon is one of the better 
teams in the Victory League, 
so it was good to see us play 
well. The guys were knocking 
the ball all over the ball park. 
It was really fun.”

Isaac Holthaus held the hill 
for five innings giving up 
three runs on four hits, and 
striking out two. RJ Alpers 
took over the pitching du-
ties for the last two innings 
and gave up one run in the 
seventh before the game was 
called.

St. Joseph blanks 
Clear Lake 14-0

The Joes kept the big guns 
at home for the June 16 game 
against the Clear Lake Lakers.

“We started out real strong 
– first inning, two home runs 
right off the bat – and we just 
kind of cruised from there,” 
Schneider said.

The Joes scored 14 runs on 
15 hits against a squad that 
was short on players. Joey 
Atkinson held the mound for 
seven innings giving up four 
hits and striking out eight.

In the hitting department, 
the Joes were led by Craig 
Hern who went 2 for 4 on 
the day driving in three runs 
and bopping a big home run 
over the fence. Hunter Blom-
mer went 2 for 5 and also 
popped one over the fence. 
Blommer drove in two runs. 
Hits were plentiful for the 
Joes, and they seem to have 
found some power punchers 
to drive the long ball.

“When we get all our guys 
together, we have a complete 
team,” Schneider said. “There 
are a lot of guys who aren’t 
starting who are anxious to 
get in the game.”

St. Joe bats go quiet 
in Foley loss 6-3

The Foley Lumberjacks un-
loaded some lumber on the St. 
Joseph Joes in their June 17 
game. The Jacks jumped out to 
a 2-0 lead in the first inning and 
held it until the fifth inning when 
Foley pitcher Kyle Kipka got him-
self into a bit of trouble and gave 
up two runs to St. Joseph. Mitch 
Keeler played firefighter and put 
out the St. Joseph rally.

The game was tied 2-2 going 
into the seventh inning when 
the Joes managed to push across 
a tie-breaking run. But it wasn’t 
enough as Foley’s Tanner Brosh 
answered with one swing of the 
bat and parked the ball in the 
cheap seats over the fence for a 
three-run home run in the sev-
enth to take a 6-3 lead.

“It was a good ball game all 
around,” Schneider said. “They 
had their best team out there and 
we were still missing a couple 
of starters here and there. Down 
the road I think we’re going to be 
able to handle them, it’s just that 
they are a very good team.”

For the Joes, Greg Anderson 
took the loss as he held the 
mound for nearly seven innings. 
Anderson gave up five runs on 
eight hits including the home 
run by Brosh.

“It was one of those days,” 

Schneider said. “When you are 
playing at somebody else’s ball 
park, you can’t be playing from 
behind.”

Schneider said he’s looking 
down the road. He has one play-
er, Caz Novak, coming in from 
Boston after finishing up a year 
at Boston University to join the 
team and that will make them 
stronger. Still, it’s going to be a 
dog fight all the way, Schneider 
said.

This past weekend, the Joes 
were slated to play in a tourna-
ment in Farming starting June 
22.
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More than musical notes connected 
54 St. Cloud Municipal Band members, 
family and friends during a 10-day trip 
to Europe last week.

The band played three concerts, 
starting in St. Cloud’s sister city of 
Spalt, Germany.

The trip continued through Lichten-
stein and Austria to Zermatt, Switzer-
land, and then north to Colmar, France, 
before a stop in Ulm, Germany, on the 
way to Munich and the flight home.

This was the band’s third visit to 
Spalt that started after a 2008 visit to 
St. Cloud from a Spalt delegation. The 
first trip was in 2010 followed by a 
second visit in 2014. The Spalt band, 
Stadtkapelle Spalt, visited St. Cloud in 
2012 and 2016.

I joined the band about a year ago so 
this was my first trip but many of the 
musicians traveled on the earlier trips.

As we rode through central Europe, 
I learned the trips promoted more than 
music but also family relationships and 
foreign friendships.

Two of my fellow saxophone section 
friends, Bob Bach and Royce Nies, are 
trip veterans.

Joining Bach on this trip were his 
son Brady and daughter Casey. Flute 
player Casey, 25, of Sartell, was on her 
first trip.

“I like that we stop at different plac-
es. The concerts are fun too. Zermatt 
was pretty cool. I would never think of 
going there,” Casey said.

Brady, 32, who now lives in Roches-
ter, was on his third trip with the band. 
Rounding out the Bach family dele-
gation was Brady’s wife, Corrie, who 
worked with my wife at St. Cloud State 
before Corrie attended medical school.

Tenor sax player Nies and his wife, 
Bonnie, of Sartell, were on their third 
trip. While we were in France, Royce 
and Bonnie connected with Andre and 
his wife. Andre was a classmate of 

Bonnie and Royce at St. Boniface High 
School in Cold Spring and the two cou-
ples have kept the relationship going. 
The French couple stayed with Royce 
and Bonnie when they returned for 
the St. Boniface 50th high school class 
reunion.

When we were in Germany, Bonnie 
and Royce also stayed with a couple 
from Spalt.

“That relationship goes back about 
10 years when they first came to St. 
Cloud to start this sister city thing. 
We’ve stayed at their house twice and 
they’ve stayed at our home in Sartell 
twice,” Royce said.

“They came with the delegation 
from Spalt and I have an extra tenor 
and an extra alto. They just brought 
their mouthpieces and they played with 
us on the Fourth of July,” Royce said.

“The band trips have given us a 
great opportunity not only to see other 
parts of the country but to get to know 
other band members and spouses,” 
Bonnie said. “St. Cloud Municipal Band 
is like our family.”

For Mel and Marianne Hauck, the 
first Spalt trip in 2010 was all about 
family. For the couple’s 50th anniver-
sary celebration, 13 Haucks made the 
trip. Seven family members played in 
the band.

New family memories where made 
this year for tenor horn player Tammy 
Krogstad of St. Cloud and her dad, Gor-
don Noggle of Rice. Tammy played a 
difficult solo and her dad, who has had 
recent health issues, was able to join 
the group to proudly see his daughter 

shine.
Family members as well as band 

members have made unique connec-
tions because of the trips. St. Joseph 
Township resident and French horn 
player Janet Haviland and her husband, 
Jeff, own a business that manufactures 
daily processing equipment. While 
Janet was playing on the trip four 
years ago, the Spalter Beer brewmaster 
showed Jeff the brewery.

“He gave me a private tour through-
out the brewery, which is my industry. 
We had a good old time,” Jeff said. 
“We’ve made some lasting friendships.”

During the trip I renewed a few of 
my old connections too.

I first met Royce and Bonnie 30 
years ago when I photographed unique 
Christmas decorations at their Sartell 
home.

Flute player and band business man-
ager Joe Fox of Cold Spring joined the 
band in 1972, right out of high school. 
Joe and I played in the Technical High 
School band directed by Marv Pear-
son…who was Mel Hauck’s office mate 
at South Junior High School.

The band is a tradition for the Fox 
family. Joe’s dad Bill joined the Mu-
nicipal Band in 1938 and played until 
his death in 1990. Joe’s brother Terry 
played trumpet in the band from 1991 
until he died in 2007.

In high school, Joe and I went on 
a double date with two girls a year 
younger than us. Turns out we both 
married our dates. Joe and Chris and 
Marian and I are still married and we 
shared our story with others on the 
trip.

For Marian and me, that lasting 
relationship started with the man who 
married us in 1977, District Court Judge 
Roger Klaphake, who plays baritone 
sax and made the trip with his wife 
Carol.

The ideas expressed in the letters to the editor and of the 
guest columnists do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Newsleaders.

Letters to the editor may be sent to news@thenewsleaders.
com or P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, MN 56374. Deadline is noon 
Monday. Please include your full name for publication (and 
address and phone number for verification only.) Letters must 
be 350 words or less. We reserve the right to edit for space.

OpinionOpinion
Band members connected by more than notes

Good news, bad news . . .
The good news is so many Americans are 

speaking up to express their sadness and 
outrage about what has been happening at 
the Texas-Mexico border. The vicious forced 
separation of children and parents seeking 
asylum was – and is – a cruel tactic that puts 
a dark stain on this great country, almost as 
cruel as ripping slave children away from 
slave parents. We can only hope the outrage 
and pressure will continue so such a policy 
can never be put into practice again.

The bad news – the really bad news – is 
President Donald Trump first said he hated the 
ripping of children from their parents’ arms, 
then he blamed Democrats for it and then 
finally he signed an executive order for the 
practice to cease just a day after he said only 
an act of Congress could overturn the policy. 
It was a lie within a lie within a lie.

Three people initiated the vicious policy – 
Trump himself, his attorney general Jeff Ses-
sions and White House senior aide Stephen 
Miller, who has long been a rabid anti-immi-
grant rabble-rouser.

It’s doubtful the traumatic damage can be 
undone. Some of the asylum-seeking adults 
have been deported back to their countries, 
without their children, most of whom are 
being held in unknown places throughout 
the nation. There was obviously no attempt 
whatsoever, before the forced separations, 
to document and to match up for the record 
which children belonged to which parents and 
where the children would be kept.

To add insult to injury, once again the 
president is demonizing immigrants as gang 
members, killers, rapists, thugs, animals. He 
offers absolutely no sense of moral leadership, 
which has been so sorely lacking for the past 
18 months.

Yes, we agree something must be done 
about immigration, legal and illegal. We need 
a system that is orderly, with clearly defined 
rules and laws and that treats people longing 
to be free open-mindedly with compassion 
and respect rather than suspicion and con-
tempt. In the meantime, the “Dreamers” 
(those brought here as very young children 
years ago) are still living with anxiety, won-
dering if they’ll be able to stay in America.

Those are just some of the reasons why 
comprehensive firm but fair immigration re-
form – so long promised but so long delayed 
by the U.S. Congress – must become priority 
number one. But, of course, in yet another 
spiteful, knee-jerk pronouncement, the pres-
ident told Republicans to forget all about an 
immigration bill until after the November 
election.

It’s time the president drops his “I alone 
can fix it” mantra and starts working with 
both parties to mend this broken immigration 
system.

Tearing children from parents’ arms is not 
the way to do it.

Our View
Ripping kids 
from parents 
not a fix
for immigration

Mike 
Knaak

Editor

God tells Jesse he needs new jet
1960s rocker Janis Joplin once 

sang in a comic blues song, “Oh, 
Lord, won’t you buy me a Mercedes 
Benz . . .?”

Far as I can recall, the Lord never 
bought her one. Maybe she didn’t 
pray hard enough?

Still, there may be hope for modes 
of transportation decreed by God. 
For example, take the case of New 
Orleans-based televangelist Jesse Du-
plantis. Recently, he announced God 
told him he needs a Dassault Falcon 
7X three-engine private jet.

Duplantis, who has had many con-
versations with God, said the latest is 
“one of the greatest statements the 
Lord ever told me.”

Here is how the conversation 
went, according to Duplantis, with 
God talking in a kind of Louisiana 
alligator-swamp lingo, the way “just-
folks” Jesse talks to his true believers.

“Jesse, you wanna come up where 
I’m at?” God asked.

“And I said, ‘What do you mean?’”
“I want you to believe in me for a 

Falcon 7-X,” He said.
“So I said, ‘OK.’ But the first thing 

I thought of (was) ‘Well, how am I 
gonna pay for it?’ ”

Good question.
Just then, Duplantis, a long-time 

purveyor of what’s called “Prosperity 
Gospel,” had a divine flashback. He 

recalled something God had told him 
way back in 1978.

“Jesse,” God had said to him, “I 
didn’t ask you to PAY for it. I asked 
you to BELIEVE for it.”

Duplantis has a lot of believing to 
do; the Falcon 7-X has a price tag of 
$45 million.

Duplantis Ministries already owns 
three jets. So why does God want 
him to have such a new, expensive 
one? Well, there’s lots of reasons, as 
the televangelist explained to his fol-
lowers on video. The new one will fly 
faster and farther with no time-wast-
ing fuel stops; thus, it will allow 
Duplantis to spread the Word of God 
quicker to more people worldwide.

Besides, Duplantis ain’t gettin’ any 
younger. No sirree!

“I can’t live long enough to travel 
by car, or by ship, or by train, but I 
can do it by an airplane.”

And besides, Duplantis added, “If 
Jesus was physically on the Earth to-
day, he wouldn’t be riding a donkey.”

Well, of course not. He’d be flying 
in a jet, quite possibly Duplantis’ 
very own Jet of Jets, the brand-new 
Falcon 7-X.

But wait, there’s more: Having a 
spiffy jet would guarantee Duplantis 
wouldn’t have to fly with pestering 
riff-raff. Three years ago, Duplantis 
and another televangelist, Kenneth 
Copeland, shot the breeze about their 
pet jets in a conversation on video. 
Being famous on a commercial air-
plane is a real pain, Copeland said, 
because people recognize him and 
then pester him to pray for them.

“You can’t manage that today,” 
Copeland said. “(Not in) This dope-
filled world, and get in a long tube 
with a bunch of demons. And it’s 
deadly.”

Duplantis responded: “And it 
works on your heart. It really does.”

Poor Duplantis and his poor old 
heart. I sure do hope his followers 
send him enough nickels and dimes 
so he can order that Falcon 7-X soon. 
Time’s a-wastin.’

Maybe God will soon talk to me, 
too. Like Jesse, I ain’t gettin’ any 
younger. Will God tell me I need a 
brand-new baby-blue Cadillac? Well, 
I better start prayin.’ Meantime, Lordy 
Lordy, my faded, dented, arthritic 
2001 Dodge Stratus is just gonna have 
to do.

Dennis 
Dalman

Reporter
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AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 

CHARITY. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not! 
All conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We 
Buy Any Condition Vehicle, 
2002 and Newer. Competi-
tive Offer! Nationwide FREE 
Pick Up! Call Now For a 
Free Quote! 888-366-5659! 
(MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, 

Internet & Voice for $29.99 
ea. 60 MB per second speed 
No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster In-
ternet. Unlimited Voice. Call 
1-855-577-7502 (MCN)

Exede satellite inter-
net. Affordable, high speed 
broadband satellite internet 
anywhere in the U.S. Order 
now and save $100. Plans 
start at $39.99/month. Call 
1-800-712-9365 (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As 14.95/month 

(for the first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-679-7096 
(MCN)

DIRECTV. Call & Switch 
Now – Get NFL Sunday Tick-
et for FREE! Every Game. 
Every Sunday. CHOICE- 
All-Included Package. Over 
185 Channels. $60/month 
(for 12 Months.) CALL 1- 
844-245-2232 (MCN)

Get an iPhone 8 or Sam-
sung Galaxy8 for $34/month. 
Call AT&T Wireless today 
to learn how to get a new 
phone. Call while supplies 
last. 1-844-290-8275 (MCN)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Includ-
ed, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply 1-800-732-
9635 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP 
WANTED

NEW AUTHORS WANT-
ED! Page Publishing will 
help you self-publish your 

own book. FREE author sub-
mission kit! Limited offer! 
Why wait? Call now: 855-
623-8796 (MCN)

TRUCK DRIVERS. 
CDL-A Company Drivers and 
Owner Operators. Great pay 
and benefits. Driver friendly. 
All miles paid. Many bonus-
es. Home when needed. Nice 
equipment. Paid weekly. 
WWW.MCFGTL.COM Call 
now 507-437-9905 (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Over $10K in debt? Be 

debt free in 24-48 months. 
Pay a fraction of what you 
owe. A+ BBB rated. Call Na-
tional Debt Relief 855-995-
1557. (MCN)

FOR SALE
MONTANA, WYO-

MING land starting at 
$485/acre. Owner financ-
ing O.A.C.Buildable, roads, 
views, elk, natl forest! 1-800-
682-8088 www.rmtland.com 
(MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Get Health insurance that 

is right for you and your fam-
ily. You are one quick phone 

call away. Stop waiting and 
get the best deals on health 
insurance with the firm that 
cares. Call today 1-800-493-
4792 (MCN)

Bathe safely and stay in 
the home you love with the 
#1 selling Walk-in Tub in 
North America. For an in-
home appointment, call: 844–
583-9021. (MCN)

OXYGEN – Anytime. 
Anywhere. No tanks to re-
fill. No deliveries. The All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 
2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 
(MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
ALL THINGS BASE-

MENTY! Basement Systems 
Inc. Call us for all of your 
basement needs! Waterproof-
ing, Finishing, Structural 
Repairs, Humidity and Mold 
Control. FREE ESTIMATES! 
Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

Paying too much for car 
insurance? Not sure? Want 
better coverage? Call now for 
a free quote and learn more 
today! 855-417-7382 (MCN)

Cross country Moving, 
Long distance Moving Com-
pany out of state move $799 
Long Distance Movers Get 
Free quote on your Long dis-
tance move. 1-800-503-6126 
(MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM has 
helped over a million fam-
ilies find senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help 
find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 
1-888-894-7038 (MCN)

WANTED TO BUY
Want to purchase miner-

als and other oil/gas inter-
ests. Send details to: P.O. 
Box 13557, Denver CO 
80201(MCN)

Buying and Selling Gold 
& Silver, collector coins, 
diamonds, gold jewelry, sil-
ver dollars, pocket watches, 
antiques, rare currency, any 
gold or silver items. 350+ 
gold coins for sale. Will trav-
el to buy! 35 years same re-
tail location. Fairmont, MN, 
Kuehl’s Coins, 507-235-3886 
(MCN)

Is your event listed? Send your informa-
tion to:  Newsleader Calendar, P.O. Box 324, 
St. Joseph, Minn. 56374; fax it to 320-363-
4195; or, e-mail it to news@thenewsleaders.
com. Most events are listed at no cost. Those 
events are typically free or of minimal charge 
for people to attend. Some events, which have 
paid advertising in the Newsleaders, are also 
listed in the calendar and may charge more.

 
Friday, June 29

Brat sale, sponsored by St. Joseph Y2K 
Lions, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. St. Joseph Meat Market. 
26 First Ave. NW. Proceeds benefit 23-year-old 
Cory Geers’ medical expenses.

St. Joseph Farmers’ Market, 3-6:30 
p.m., near the Wobegon Trail Center, CR 2.

 Saturday, June 30
Brat sale, sponsored by St. Joseph Y2K 

Lions, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. St. Joseph Meat Market. 
26 First Ave. NW.

Monday, July 2
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 p.m., Old 

City Hall, 25 First Ave. NW, St. Joseph.
St. Joseph City Council, 6 p.m., council 

chambers, St. Joseph Government Center, 75 
Callaway St. E. 320-363-7201. cityofstjoseph.
com.

Tuesday, July 3
Central Minnesota Market, 3-5:30 p.m., 

VA Health Care System, 4801 Veterans Drive, 
St. Cloud. 320-251-2498.

Joetown Rocks Parish Festival, starts at 5 
p.m.; concert at 6 p.m. Church of St. Joseph, 12 
W. Minnesota St.

St. Joseph Lions Club, 7:30 p.m., Mill-
stream Park Pavilion, 101 Fifth Ave. NW., St 
Joseph. Joanne Bechtold,   320-363-4483.

Wednesday, July 4
Parade, 10 a.m., and Parish Festival, 

Bingo, games, refreshments, music start at 11 
a.m. on parish grounds. Church of St. Joseph, 
12 W. Minnesota St.

Thursday, July 5
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 p.m., Old 

City Hall, 25 First Ave. NW, St. Joseph.
Family Farmers’ Market, 2-6 p.m., Riv-

er East parking lot, CentraCare Health Plaza, 
1900 CentraCare Circle, St. Cloud. 320-252-
2422.

 St. Joseph Planning Commission, 6 
p.m., St. Joseph Government Center, 75 Calla-
way St. E. 320-363-7201. cityofstjoseph.com.

Great River Regional Coin Club, 6:30-
8:30 p.m., Miller Auto Marine Sports Plaza, 
2930 Second St. S., St. Cloud. 320-252-8452.

Friday, July 6
   St. Joseph Area Historical Society, open 11 
a.m.-2 p.m., Old City Hall, 25 First Ave. NW. 
stjosephhistoricalmn.org.

Brat and burger sale, sponsored by 
the American Legion, 1-5 p.m., St. Joseph 
Meat Market, 26 First Ave. NW.

St. Joseph Farmers’ Market, 3-6:30 
p.m., near the Wobegon Trail Center, CR 2.

Saturday, July 7
      Brat and burger sale,  sponsored by the 
American Legion, 1-4 p.m., St. Joseph Meat 
Market, 26 First Ave. NW.

Sunday, July 8
Parish Festival, starts at 10 a.m. with a 

Polka Mass, Church of St. Benedict, 212 First 
St. SW, Avon.

Monday, July 9  
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 p.m., Old 

City Hall, 25 First Ave. NW, St. Joseph.
St. Joseph Planning Commission, 6 

p.m., St. Joseph Government Center, 75 Calla-
way St. E. 320-363-7201. cityofstjoseph.com.

St. Joseph Township Board, 8 p.m., St. 
Joseph Township Hall, 935 College Ave. S.

Tuesday, July 10
Central Minnesota Market, 3-5:30 p.m., 

VA Health Care System, 4801 Veterans Drive, 
St. Cloud. 320-251-2498.

St. Joseph Joint Planning Board, 7 p.m., 
St. Joseph Government Center, 75 Callaway 
St. E. 320-363-7201. cityofstjoseph.com.

Holistic Moms Network, 7-8:30 p.m., 
Good Earth Co-op, 2010 Veterans Drive, St. 
Cloud. 320-252-2489.

National Alliance on Mental Health, 
7-8:30 p.m., Calvary Community Church, 
1200 Roosevelt Road, St. Cloud. 320-259-
7101.

Wednesday, July 11
St. Joseph Area Chamber of Commerce, 

11:30 a.m., St. Joseph Government Center, 75 
Callaway St. E. stjosephchamber.com.

Thursday, July 12
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 p.m., Old 

City Hall, 25 First Ave. NW, St. Joseph.
St. Joseph Senior Citizens, 1:30 p.m., 

St. Joseph Community Fire Hall, 323 Fourth 
Ave. NE. 

Family Farmers’ Market, 2-6 p.m., Riv-
er East parking lot, CentraCare Health Plaza, 
1900 CentraCare Circle, St. Cloud. 320-252-
2422.

St. Cloud Area Mothers of Multiples, 7 
p.m., VFW Granite Post 428, 9 18th Ave. N., 
St. Cloud. 

Friday, July 13
St. Joseph Farmers’ Market, 3-6:30 

p.m., near the Wobegon Trail Center, CR 2.

Saturday, July 14
Central Minnesota Chapter of the Fed-

eration of the Blind of Minnesota, 12:30 
p.m., American Legion, 17 Second Ave. N., 
Waite Park.

Community Calendar

CR 75 resurfacing 
delayed until 2019
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

The major work on resur-
facing CR 75 will be delayed 
until the summer of 2019, 
Stearns County Engineer Jodi 
Teich told county commission-
ers on June 5.

The county needed federal 
approval before advertising for 
bids on the $10 million proj-
ect. The delay means work 
would not be able to start 
until August at the earliest and 
the entire project would not be 
completed this year.

“With the late start, we 
don’t want to disrupt up to 
30,000 vehicles a day for two 
seasons,” Teich said.

As a result, the preparation 
work along the six-mile proj-

ect will be done this summer, 
but the major resurfacing that 
involves limiting traffic to one 
lane in each direction won’t 
happen until 2019.

Plans call for a new road 
surface as well as safety and 
drainage improvements from 
just west of St. Joseph at 
Collegeville Road through the 
city to the 15th Avenue/CR 81 
intersection in Waite Park.

At its June 26 meeting, the 
county board approved adver-
tising for bids for the project.

Those bids will be opened 
on July 19. 

About half of the $10 mil-
lion project will be federally 
funded with the other half 
coming from the state-aid-con-
struction fund.

Letters

Rich Schwegel, St. Joseph

Thank you for the excellent 
editorial on (Police) Chief Joel 
Klein. Those were my feelings 
exactly. 

For the past few years, I 
worked closely with Joel to 
assure the safety and security 
of the thousands of people who 
attend the Joetown Rocks cel-
ebration. He was always ready 
to help, professional and easy 
to work with. 

It’s sad someone chose the 
means they did to settle what-
ever differences they had with 
Joel. It’s a sad time for St. Jo-
seph. I’ll miss Joel.

Reader says 
‘my sentiments exactly’
about Klein column

Reader thanks Newsleader for heartfelt Klein column
Rose Janssen, St. Joseph

After reading your column today I just want to say thanks, 
Janelle, for the heartfelt column regarding (Police Chief) Joel 
(Klein).  I have always had nothing but great interaction with him 
and nothing but respect for him. Your connecting his words and 
his fate are sadly so true. We will probably never know, but in my 
heart I believe like you it was just easier to resign than prolong 
a fight for a reputation already damaged by allegations. From my 
interactions, I find most people I have talked with feel much the 
same. Thanks for putting good words out there. Almost makes the 
ending not feel so bad as I still believe he’s one of the good guys.

Reader says Newsleader showed courage standing up for Klein
Hannah Hale, office manager, St. Joseph Family Chiropractic

I just wanted to let you know I really appreciated your column about 
Chief Joel Klein (in the June 15 edition).

It takes courage to write such a statement in a time when someone’s 
credibility is being questioned, with very little detail given about why.

I’m glad that you wrote what you did. It was touching and heartfelt. 
It affected me and caused me to think about the conclusions I sometimes 
jump to in such circumstances. You encouraged me to do otherwise, and 
I appreciate that.

I would also like to thank Chief Joel Klein and all law enforcement 
for their service and the sacrifices they make to provide us freedom and 
safety, which we so often take for granted. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart, and please know that your service is not in vain, and is much 
appreciated!
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Stearns Bank doesn’t leave 
people hanging for answers. 
They have a commitment to 

their customers.

“

Jeremy Manea
SNX Technologies
Sauk Rapids, MN

STEARNS BANK CUSTOMER
”

We Are Hiring! Learn more at  
StearnsBank.com/careers

Follow us   |  StearnsBank.com

–––––––  Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow  –––––––

––––––––Tomorrow ––––––––

Convenience, stability and service through a 
critical focus for our continued growth.

When it’s important to you, it’s urgent for us. 
We’re here for you today and tomorrow!

–––––––  Yesterday  –––––––

Our roots are in Central Minnesota and we take 
pride in delivering hometown, personalized service.

––––––––––Today ––––––––––

Ranked #1 Top Performing Bank by American Banker, we 
deliver on our promise to customers in all 50 states.

Still time to register for ‘Tour of Saints’
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

It’s no wonder the annu-
al Tour of Saints, now in its 
38th year, has become a gen-
erational event with adults still 
biking the tour who used to bike 
with parents or grandparents 
when they were children.

Hosted by the Bicycle Alli-
ance of Minnesota, the Tour of 
Saints, is billed as a bicycle ride, 
not a race. It will start between 
6:30 a.m. (and no later than 
8:30 a.m.) Sunday, July 8, at 
the Haehn Center on the College 
of St. Benedict campus in St. 
Joseph. Last year, about 1,000 
riders participated. They came 
from all points in Minnesota and 
beyond. There are three routes 
to choose from – an 18-mile 
one, a 35-mile trek or a 50-mile 
trip. The end point for all three 
is back at the Haehn campus 
center.

Tour of Saints Event Director 
Michael Doyle of Collegeville 
Township said he is always sur-
prised by all of the social con-
nections among people through 
nearly four decades of the event. 
The ride, for many, has become 
an exercise in nostalgia.

One rider, when he was a 
young kid living by Kraemer 
Lake near St. Joseph, used to 
ride the tour with his grandfa-
ther from Hutchinson. Later, the 
kid grew up, moved to the Twin 

Cities and convinced six of his 
friends there to join him for the 
tour.

“One of the things I like best 
about the Tour of Saints is it cre-
ates bonds among families and 
friends,” said Doyle, who has 
been its director since 1991 – 27 
years.

People can register for the 
race by going to its website at 
tourofsaints.com. Registration 
will end June 30.

Three routes
The Tour of Saints is touted 

as a “heavenly little ride” be-
cause its routes wind through 
beautiful rural central Minnesota 
countryside, green as Ireland in 
early June.

The best route for families 
and bike-riders not too keen on 
hilly terrain is the 18-mile trek, 
Doyle noted. It goes all along 
the mostly flat Lake Wobegon 
Trail to Avon and then back 
again after a rest stop with food 
and refreshments at the Avon 
trailhead.

The two other routes also 
follow the Lake Wobegon Trail 
but then one veers off one way, 
the other another way on jour-
ney loop routes leading back 
to St. Joseph. Other rest stops 
include Cold Spring Bakery and 
Collegeville Orchards.

Back on campus, there will 
be free showers in the Haehn 
Center for those who feel a need 

for one, along with watermelon, 
sweet treats, refreshments and 
even beer-tasting sponsored by 
Beaver Island Brewing and – 
new this year – Bad Habit Brew-
ing in St. Joseph, along with 
another new sponsor, Milk and 
Honey Ciders near St. Joseph, 
which will also offer tastings.

Background
The Tour of Saints began 38 

years ago when two St. Cloud 
teachers (Tolly Vollen and Phil 
Rogosheske) and some oth-
er people started the ride from 
Westwood Elementary School 
along Hwy. 23 to Cold Spring.

Doyle became involved when 
he was working in public rela-
tions for St. John’s University, 
which was looking for a way to 
become more connected with 
a special event. The university 
asked Doyle if he would consid-
er being its point-man/director. 
He said yes, and he’s still glad 
he did.

He credits so many volunteers 
with making the event such a 
success – people such as Kay 
Lemke of St. Joseph, a founding 
member of the Y2K Lions Club. 
For many years, Lemke has en-
listed the support of fellow club 
members and others to help out 
at the rest stops. In return, the 
tour donates some of the pro-
ceeds to the Lions.

contributed photos

Food servers get ready for hungry bikers at a rest stop along 
the Tour of Saints.

Michael Doyle of Collegeville 
Township has been the event 
director for Tour of Saints for 
27 years.

A great ride
Dr. Joseph and Mary Belshe, 

who now live in Florida, of-
ten miss the Tour of Saints. 
Doyle was delighted to receive 
an email from Mary Belshe last 
week. She informed him that 
Joe, now 97, still bikes, swims 
and walks every day in their re-
tirement community, and Mary 
still rides up to 150 miles week-
ly. The Belshes at one time lived 
in St. Cloud and still visit now 
and then.

“I truly miss doing the Tour 
(of Saints),” Belshe wrote to 
Doyle. “It was just a great ride. 
Thank you for your steady hand 
all these years.”


