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Members of the color guard of the Legion of St. Joseph lead a 
procession from the Legion hall to St. Joseph Catholic Church 
on Memorial Day. Legionnaires conducted three events at 
area cemeteries to honor 514 veterans.

St. Joseph Legionnaires honor
514 veterans at area cemeteries

Sex trafficking happens 
in smaller cities too
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

Area city officials heard 
an update on sex traffick-
ing investigations and then 
they asked law enforcement 
leaders what else needs 
to be done to combat the 
problem.

Stearns County Attorney 
Janelle Kendall and Waite 
Park Police Chief Dave Ben-
trud spoke to mayors, city 
council members and city 
administrators during a 
St. Cloud Area Joint Cities 
meeting May 29 in Sartell.

“We want our elected 
leaders to understand what 
we are seeing,” Kendall 
said. “There’s a mispercep-
tion that this only happens 
in big cities.”

Working with police of-
ficers in the Central Min-

nesota Human Trafficking 
Task Force, Kendall’s office 
has been prosecuting the 
traffickers as well as the 
buyers of sex.

“When you understand 
the connection between 
traffickers, gang history 
and violence, you’ll see 
why trafficking is a serious 
issue,” Bentrud said.

Kendall and Bentrud 
shared some details of the 
effort with officials: 15-20 
traffickers have been pros-
ecuted; 150 to 200 women 
are being sold for sex; traf-
ficking is less risky than 
selling drugs – and brings 
in as much as $15,000 per 
month.

Kendall said Stearns is 
the only county prosecut-
ing the buyers but “we 
can’t prosecute our way 
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Fischbach resigns Senate seat; 
Howe will run in special election
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

Michelle Fischbach’s resigna-
tion from the Minnesota Senate 
means there will be a special 
election this fall for Senate Dis-
trict 13.

Fischbach resigned May 25 
and took the oath of office for 
lieutenant governor, a post she’s 
legally held since January.

Current District 13A Rep. Jeff 
Howe announced May 29 that he 
will run in the special election to 
fill Fischbach’s Senate seat.

Howe, a Republican from 

Rockville, was 
first elected 
to the House 
in 2012 and 
was re-elected 
in 2014 and 
2016. Prior to 
his election 
to the legis-
lature, Howe 
served on the Rockville City 
Council.

When former Lt. Gov. Tiny 
Smith resigned to take Al Fran-
ken’s vacated U.S. Senate seat, 
Fischbach who was president 
of the Senate, automatically 

became lieu-
tenant gov-
ernor as set 
forth in the 
M i n n e s o t a 
Constitution.

F i s c h -
bach’s asser-
tion she could 
hold both her 
Senate seat and serve as lieu-
tenant governor triggered law-
suits. One was thrown out in 
February and a second suit was 
set for a June hearing.

Fischbach, a Republican from 
Paynesville, has represented Dis-

trict 13 since 1996. The district 
includes St. Joseph and Sartell. 
Fischbach says she has no plans 
to run in the special election 
that will coincide with the Nov. 
6 general election.

Fischbach’s resignation leaves 
the Senate evenly split with 33 
Republicans and 33 Democrats.

Because the Legislature has 
adjourned, her resignation will 
not affect law-making.

Candidates have until June 
5 to file and if necessary, there 
will be a primary election on 
Aug. 14.

Fischbach Howe

ASA students study 
Catholic Social Teachings
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

Sixth-grade students at All 
Saints Academy-St. Joseph 
campus have been busy learn-
ing about Catholic Social Teach-
ing themes and committing to 
take action to practice those 
themes.

Sixth-grade teacher Susan 
Huls said at the beginning of 
the year, sixth-graders began 
learning more Catholic Social 
Teaching themes for the “calls 
to action” permeating the Scrip-

tures. There are many sources 
for finding out what each theme 
states, but the students looked 
at the seven titles of  Solidarity, 
Community and Participation, 
Option for the Poor, Care for 
God’s Creation, Rights and Re-
sponsibilities, Dignity of the 
Human Person and Dignity of 
Work and the Rights of Work-
ers.

To create their action plans, 
the sixth-graders first did some 
mini-research to learn what 
each theme stressed. Then the 

contributed photo

All Saints 
A c a d e m y -
St. Joseph 
campus sixth-
grader Emma 
Zaun (front, 
left) measures 
portions of 
p a c k a g e d 
meals with 
C a r o l i n e 
Linz and 
f i f t h - g ra de r 
A d d i s o n 
Keul (back, 
right) at the 
Kids Fighting 
H u n g e r 
facility.
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Newsleaders to print 
bi-monthly this summer

The Newsleaders will begin 
publishing the print editions every 
other week during this summer. 
Publication dates are as follows: 
June 1, 15 and 29, July 13 and 27 
and Aug. 10 and 24. Advertising 
deadlines are noon Tuesday prior 
to the Friday you wish to run; 
editorial deadlines are noon Mon-
day. The Newsleader apologizes 
for any inconvenience this may 
cause. Please continue to enjoy 
editorial content, which will be 
updated daily on our website at 
thenewsleaders.com.

K of C Breakfast
for a Seminarian June 3

The Knights of Columbus of 
St. Joseph will hold its last break-
fast of the season from 8:30 a.m.-
noon Sunday, June 3 at Heritage 
Hall in the Church of St. Joseph, 
12 W. Minnesota St., St. Joseph. 
This breakfast is designated for 
the support of a seminarian. 
Please come and help us support 
a seminarian by enjoying an all-
you-care-to-eat delicious home-
made breakfast of Pep’s pork 
sausage, St. Joseph Meat Market 
sausage, pancakes, hash browns, 
fruit, scrambled eggs, caramel 
and cinnamon rolls, and bever-
ages. Sunday Mass will be at 8 
and 10 a.m.

UW sets basics drive
for homeless youth

United Way is encouraging groups 
to host a Back-to-the-Basics Drive to 
support children and youth experiencing 
homelessness. Suggested items include: 
travel-size body wash, lotion, shampoo, 
conditioner, combs/brushes, deodorant, 
Q-tips, hand sanitizer, band aids, lip 
balm, wet wipes, bug repellant, hand 
warmers, wash cloths, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, ointment, small packs of facial 
tissues, disposable razors, new under-
wear and socks. Deliver items to United 
Way of Central Minnesota, 921 First 
St. N., St. Cloud before 11 a.m. Thurs-
day, June 21. Volunteers will package 
items to be donated to community pro-
grams. Contact Mary Krippner, United 
Way volunteer engagement coordinator, 
at 320-223-7991.

Plant a row, harvest a row
Consider planting an extra 

row in your garden and donat-
ing the produce to your local 
food shelf. Any produce that has 
a longer shelf life is accepted. 
Contact food shelves at: Catholic 
Charities Emergency Services at 
320-229-4560; CROSS Center at 
320-968-7012; and The Salvation 
Army at 320-252-4552

See back page for our 
Salute to Grads keepsake!
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CITY OF ST. JOSEPH
PUBLIC HEARING

2018 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE
The St. Joseph Planning Commis-
sion shall conduct a public hearing 
at 6 p.m., or as soon thereafter as 
the matter may be heard, on Mon-
day, June 11, 2018 at the St. Joseph 
Government Center, 75 Callaway 
St. E. to obtain public input on the 
2018 Comprehensive Plan, an up-
date to the 2008 Comprehensive 
Plan. The 2018 Comprehensive 
Plan is a policy document intend-
ed to guide development and city 
decisions. The 2018 Comprehen-
sive Plan contains a series of goals 
and plan elements including land 

use, housing, transportation, eco-
nomic development, community 
facilities, parks and recreation, and 
sustainability. A copy of the draft 
2018 Comprehensive Plan can be 
viewed at the St. Joseph Govern-
ment Center or online at www.
cityofstjoseph.com.

Judy Weyrens
Administrator

Publish: June 1, 2018

CITY OF ST. JOSEPH
PUBLIC HEARING

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT
The St. Joseph Planning Commis-
sion shall conduct a public hearing 
at 6 p.m., or as soon thereafter as 
the matter may be heard, on Mon-
day, June 11, 2018 at the St. Joseph 
Government Center, 75 Callaway 
St. E. The purpose of the hearing 
is to consider amending Ordinance 
502, Zoning Ordinance, Section 
502.54: B-2 Highway 75 Busi-
ness District, including amending 
the permitted conditional uses to 
allow for animal pet boarding. A 
copy of the proposed changes are 
available for review at St. Joseph 

Government Center or on the City 
website at www.cityofstjoseph.
com.

All persons wishing to be heard 
will be heard and oral testimony 
will be limited to five minutes. 
Written testimony may be mailed 
to: City of St. Joseph, 75 Callaway 
St. E., St. Joseph, Minn. 56374.

Judy Weyrens
Administrator

Publish: June 1, 2018

CERTIFICATE
OF ASSUMED NAME

STATE OF MINNESOTA

Pursuant to Chapter 333, Min-
nesota Statutes, the undersigned, 
who is or will be conducting or 
transacting a commercial business 
in the State of Minnesota under an 
assumed name, hereby certifies:

1. The assumed name under which 
the business is or will be conduct-
ed is: HCY Handmade.

2. The stated address of the prin-
cipal place of business is or will 
be: 19 Second Ave. SE, St. Joseph, 
Minn. 56374.

3. The name and street address of 
all persons conducting business 
under the above assumed name in-
cluding any corporations that may 
be conducting this business: Hay-
ley C. Yamry, 19 Second Ave. SE., 
St. Joseph, Minn. 56374.

4. I certify I am authorized to sign 
this certificate and I further certify 

I understand by signing this certif-
icate, I am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in Minnesota 
Statutes section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this certificate under oath.

Dated: May 15, 2018

Filed: May 15,  2018

/s/ Hayley C. Yamry

Publish: June 1 and 15, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

Candidates begin filing for election
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

Filings for local public offices 
with primary elections continue 
through June 5.

Here are the people who have 
filed through noon on Wednesday, 
May 30.

The individual listing includes 
information from the candidate’s 
voluntary disclosure form if they 
filed one with the secretary of state.

Senate District 13
Jeff Howe, Republican.

House District 13A
Jim Reed, DFL, political science 

professor at the College of St. Bene-
dict/St. John’s University.

House District 13B
Tim O’Driscoll, Republican.
Heidi L. Everett, DFL.

Stearns County sheriff
Dave Bentrud, chief, Waite Park 

police
Bob Dickhaus, lieutenant, Stea-

rns County Sheriff’ Office.
Steve Soyka, sergeant, Stearns 

County Sheriff’s Office.

Stearns County attorney
Janelle P. Kendall, Stearns Coun-

ty attorney since 2002.

Stearns County auditor/treasur-
er

John William Beuning.
Randy R. Schreifels.

Sartell mayor (four-year term)
Ryan Fitzthum.
David Peterson.

Sartell City Council (two seats 
open, four-year term)

Timothy W. Elness.

St. Cloud school board (three 
seats open)

Scott Andreasen, owner of a pri-
vate detective firm.

Beth Schlangen, retired.
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TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR
Auto Body 2000

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Joseph • 320-363-1116

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Jerry Wetterling

College Ave. • 320-363-4573
jlwchiro.com

CHURCHES
Resurrection Lutheran, ELCA
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Worship 6:30 p.m.
610 N. CR 2, St. Joseph

320-363-4232 www.rlcstjoe.org

St. Joseph Catholic Church
Masses: Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m.

Saturday 5 p.m.
Sunday 8 & 10 a.m.

St. Joseph • 320-363-7505
www.churchstjoseph.org

DENTISTRY
Drs. Styles, Cotton & Milbert

1514 E. Minnesota St.
St. Joseph • 320-363-7729

Laser Dentistry 
26 2nd Ave. NW

St. Joseph • 320-363-4468

ELECTRICAL 
HI-TEC Electric • St. Joseph

Residential • Commercial
Remodeling • General Services
320-363-8808 • 320-980-0514

EYECARE
Russell Eyecare & Associates
15 E. Minnesota St., Ste. 107 

St. Joseph • 320-433-4326

PUBLISHING 
Von Meyer Publishing, Inc.

32 1st Ave. NW
St. Joseph • 320-363-7741

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

LAWN SERVICE
Craig’s Lawn Service
Craig Bertram, Owner

St. Joseph • 320-290-4811 

Call the St. Joseph Newsleader at 320-363-7741 
if you would like your business included. Check out the online Business Directory 

at thenewsleaders.com which hyperlinks to each business’ website.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

 YOUR INDUSTRY
Your Business

Address
City • Phone • Website

Larry Rudolph, Optician
306 Main St. E. 
St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380 
320-252-6924 Home

St. Stephen 
Optical 

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday

(formerly Index 53)

LargestSelection ofChildren’sFrames!

W o o d l a n d
H o s t a s

Open for the season!
Wednesday-Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Sunday 1-5 p.m.
15387 Fruit Farm Road. St. Joseph

320-291-7381

200+ hosta varieties!
mini-xl

Blotter
If you have a tip concerning 

a crime, call the St. Joseph Po-
lice Department at 363-8250 or 
Tri-County Crime Stoppers at 
255-1301 or access its tip site 
at tricountycrimestoppers.org. 
Crime Stoppers offers rewards 
up to $1,000 for information 
leading to the arrest and con-
viction of those responsible for 
a crime.

May 11
 11:21 p.m. Driving after 

suspension. CR 75. An officer 
noticed a driver drifting over 
the center line on CR 75. The 
vehicle was stopped and the 
driver was cited for driving af-
ter suspension.

11:55 p.m. Suspicious man. 
Ash Street W. An officer saw a 

man who appeared to be hiding 
in the bushes. The officer sus-
pected he was urinating. The 
officer advised him to stay on 
the streets and sidewalks and 
keep off private property.

May 12
 10:22 p.m. Driving after 

revocation. Baker Street E. and 
18th Avenue SE. While travel-
ing south on 20th Avenue near 
CR 75, an officer checked the 
license of a southbound vehi-
cle. The vehicle was stopped 
and the driver cited for no 
insurance and driving after re-
vocation. The vehicle was im-
pounded.

May 14
5:19 a.m. Noise complaint. 

Old Hwy 52. The officer met 
with a renter while approach-
ing the residence. The renter 
cleared out the residence and 
everyone left quietly.

1020 a.m. Stolen bicycle. 
Fourth Avenue SE. A woman 
reported her bicycle, valued at 
$1,000, stolen from her apart-
ment bike rack over the week-
end. The bike is a specialized 
model, pink/white.

May 15
7:39 p.m. Driving after sus-

pension. 12th Avenue SE. and 
Minnesota Street E. An officer 
observed a vehicle with expired 
plates. After stopping the vehi-
cle, a records check showed the 
driver was suspended for child 
support. He was cited for driv-

ing after suspension.

May 16
1:30 p.m. Theft. Cypress 

Drive. A caller reported two 
women took a box from a res-
idence. An officer stopped the 
suspects’ vehicle and the three 
women occupants told the offi-
cer they were looking through 
junk piles during the spring 
cleanup. None of the boxes 
in the vehicle had shipping 
labels. The complainant said 
he confronted the women and 
he believed they returned the 
box to the residence while he 
was searching the area for the 
women.

May 17
10:27 p.m. Warrant arrest. 

Schneider Drive. Two officers 
arrested a man on a warrant. 
While taking him to jail, the 
man began hyperventilating in 
the squad car. The officers took 
the man to the hospital and he 
was admitted.

May 18
2:25 a.m. Driving after sus-

pension. First Avenue NE. 
While on patrol, an officer saw 
a vehicle parked on Schneider 
Driver where there have been 
complaints of drug activity. 
The officer ran a records check 
and found the registered owner 
was suspended. Later the of-
ficer saw the vehicle on CR 2. 
The vehicle was stopped and 
searched. The driver was cited 
for driving after suspension.

Two St. Joseph students 
were named to the spring se-
mester dean’s list at Alexandria 
Technical & Community Col-
lege for achieving a grade-point 
average of 3.5 or higher. The 
students are Vanessa Solarz 
and Madison Honer.

Amanda Marie Walz of 
St. Joseph was named to the 
spring semester dean’s list at 
South Dakota State University, 

Brookings. She received a per-
fect 4.0 grade-point average.

Two St. Joseph students 
graduated from Concordia Col-
lege, Moorhead. Max Nelson, 
son of Ann and Bob Nelson, 
graduated with a degree in 
nursing, and Jessica Warzec-
ka, daughter of Sandy and 
Keith Warzecka, graduated 
summa cum laude with a de-
gree in biology.

People

out of this. Beyond that we 
have to allow (the women) 
to get out of the life and 
educate the community so 
they don’t get into it,” Ken-
dall said.

The recent arrest of a 
Waite Park massage parlor 
owner accused of traffick-
ing and promoting pros-
titution prompted several 
questions from city leaders 
about ordinances.

Bentrud suggested tough-
er licensing standards for 
massage parlors but urged 
officials to adopt the laws 

across all 
j u r i s d i c -
tions. If one 
city passes 
a tougher 
ordinance, 
that will 
just push 
the problem 
to neighboring cities, he 
said.

Kendall and Bentrud 
said they want to speak to 
schools to alert teachers, 
administrators and staff on 
how to recognize victims 
and buyers. They’d also 
like to reach students and 
they asked the elected of-
ficials to encourage school 
board members to let them 
in the schools.

“We need 
to be talking 
to our kids,” 
B e n t r u d 
said. “We 
have sex 
acts occur-
ring in our 
area high 
schools for money. We need 
the support of the school 
boards to get this message 
out to kids.”

The task force received 
a $313,000, two-year state 
grant to pay for investiga-
tors and a data analyst, but 
long-term funding is a chal-
lenge, Bentrud said.

In addition to investiga-
tion and education, Ben-
trud said a transitional 

housing facility would help 
get victims out of “the life” 
and back into society by 
providing stable housing, 
workforce training and le-
gal aid.

“Sustainability for our 
task force is our near-term 
challenge,” Bentrud said.

Kendall’s formal pre-
sentation included a video 
with victims telling their 
stories as well as police and 
prosecutors talking about 
the issue. She also shared 
materials that help people 
identify sex trafficking. The 
materials stress prevention 
and intervention.

Victims feel insecure and 
unappreciated and lack re-
lationships, are runaways 

or homeless, have been 
abused - young people in 
search of belonging, Kend-
all said.

Buyers are typically 
white men between 35-60, 
most are married with chil-
dren and middle-class jobs. 
Men arrange for the sex 
acts during the noon hour 
or on the way to or from 
work.

Kendall distributed de-
tailed lists of “red flags” 
to help spot traffickers and 
suspicious actions.

“People are being bought 
and sold,”Kendall said. 
“If you see something say 
something. Dial 911.”

KendallBentrud

Trafficking
from front page

Flammable 
solvent starts 
storage-unit fire
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

A man using a flammable 
solvent accidentally started a 
fire that extensively damaged at 
least three storage units May 29 
at Ridgewood Self Storage.

The storage renter, Chris-
topher Johnson of St. Joseph, 
was using the solvent to clean 
camping equipment when the 
fire started at 10:57 a.m., ac-
cording to the Stearns County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Fire departments from St. 
Joseph, Sartell and Waite Park 
responded to the call at 8806 
Ridgewood Road. The firefight-
ers were assisted by St. Joseph 
police and Gold Cross Ambu-
lance.

There were no injuries, ac-
cording to the sheriff’s office.
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Since 1881

REFLECT. GATHER. HONOR.

Life is full of opportunities to show love. One opportunity is the funeral or memorial service. Such a loving 
event celebrates the events they made, the relationship you shared, and honors the memory of your loved one.

ST. CLOUD CLEARWATER SARTELL ST. JOSEPH PAYNESVILLE  

320-251-0383 | DanielFuneralHome.com

MICHAEL DANIEL 5TH GENERATION

for5generations
Celebrating life

PRE-PLANNING  •  BURIAL SERVICES  •  CREMATION

2380 Troop Drive, Sartell, MN 56377 
(320)257-9555 

Specializing in: 
- Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
- Dental Implants 
- Facial Bone Reconstruction &         
Pathology 
- Same Day Implant Supported 
Dentures 

Dr. Roderick VanSurksum 

Diplomate, American Board of 

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 

class divided itself into two 
groups to devise action projects 
that were inspired by one or 
two of the themes.

One group decided to focus 
on Care for God’s Creation and 
Community and Participation.  
They originally wanted to do 
the Adopt-a-Highway program 
but ran into some roadblocks 
such as there being a minimum 
age requirement, the partici-
pants had to commit to a min-

imum of two years and there 
were very few available stretch-
es of road close to St. Joseph.  
The students then revised their 
plan and decided to offer their 
time to clean up some city 
parks this spring.

Huls said it has been difficult 
with the cool, rainy weather, 
but students want to fulfill this 
commitment they made to take 
some action.

The second group decided 
to focus on the Option for the 
Poor, Rights and Responsibili-
ties, and Community and Par-
ticipation.  They chose to work 
with Kids Fighting Hunger in 

Sauk Rapids. Students contact-
ed the organization and sched-
uled their visit for April 11.

Kids Fighting Hunger pack-
ages food that is shipped all 
over the world and is only 
able to do so through dona-
tions. They ask that each per-
son who visits the site to pack-
age food also helps contribute 
to the cost of the food. That 
amounts to a donation of $10 
for each child and $20 for each 
adult.

The sixth-grade group de-
cided they wanted to hold a 
bake sale to raise the money 
to pay for their participation in 

packaging the food. Huls said 
they worked hard to plan and 
organize, got together to bake a 
couple times one week, enlist-
ed some adults and families in 
the school to contribute to their 
bake sale and then published 
their sale in the parish bulletin.

The bake sale was after the 
Catholic Schools Week Mass 
in January and another mini-
sale was also the night of the 
all-school dance at the end of 
Catholic Schools Week.

“The parish and the All 
Saints Academy families re-
sponded so generously,” Huls 
said. “We were hoping to make 

$150, enough to cover our 10 
students plus one adult (me). 
The total amount was $470.”

Because the parish members 
were so generous, the students 
invited any interested parishio-
ners to join them April 11. No 
one contacted them, so they in-
vited the fifth-graders to come 
with them (acting on the Com-
munity and Participation idea). 
On April 11, the sixth- and 
fifth-graders and their teachers 
visited the Kids Fighting Hun-
ger facility in Sauk Rapids. The 
group spent 90 minutes learn-
ing about the organization’s 
mission, packing food, finding 
out where their packaged work 
would be delivered and even 
tasted a sample of the rice-veg-
gie mix they worked on.

Several fifth-graders shared 
comments about their Kids 
Fighting Hunger experience.

“I would definitely do it 
again,” Austin Baird said. “It 
taught me about how we are 
very lucky for the life we have 
here and that we should be 
grateful.”

“I thought it was fun, and 
I was very surprised to find 
out how (many packages) we 
made,” Sylvie Bechtold said.

“I liked it,” Maleah Thielen 
said. “I hope we do it again. I 
liked that we got to make the 
food and that it was easy to 
make.”

“I thought it was amazing 
that 11 12-year-olds could do 
something to feed so many 

ASA
from front page
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St Joe Rambler
with Extra Garage

This 3BR, 2 bath rambler has a breezeway,
screened porch, large yard, new roof
and detached garage with workshop.

Sandy Klocker 320.267.7313
Disclaimer: Sandy Klocker Broker is related to seller/owner 
agent and this home is an office exclusive not being sold 
through MLS or other brokers.  

www.jlwchiro.com

St. Joseph Family Chiropractic
Get back into the swing of life

Dr. Jerry Wetterling
363-4573
103 n. College Ave  St. Joseph

Walk-ins Welcome

Home financing centered on you.

Peggy Donabauer 
Mortgage Lender
320.271.0274 x 1717

Tonia Zimmer
Mortgage Lender
320.271.0274x 1723

Faster decisions. Better communication. Local expertise.

Call Peggy or Tonia today or apply online.

mycmcu.org  |

Centered on you.

Peggy NMLS # 770800
Tonia NMLS # 1444494

M O V I E  U N D E R  
T H E  S T A R S  

TBD- 
Community Vote!

June 15 July 20 August 10

Whitney Memorial Park 
 Field C-3 

Movie Begins at Dusk 
Free Admission! 

Concessions Available 
Rain Site: Whitney Rec Center

For more information visit us online 
 www.ci.stcloud.mn.us or 
 call 320-255-7277 

Check out Facebook for community vote: 
@cityofstcloudMNparkandrec 

S T .  C L O U D  P A R K  &  R E C R E A T I O N  

S p o n s o r e d  b y :  

people,” Maria Glatzel said. “I 
think we should do it again. It 
was a great experience.”

“It was fun when we were 
packing the rice and I liked 
that we were helping people 
(who) don’t have food,” Wyatt 
Kutzera said.

“I wished we could have 
stayed longer,” Paul Rademach-
er said. “It was also fun tasting 
the food we made at the end.”

Huls said her colleague, 
Mary Cheryl Opatz at the St. 
Cloud campus, has been work-
ing with her sixth-graders on 
Catholic Social Teaching proj-
ects for several years. She and 
her students, and their wide va-
riety of creative works, inspired 
Huls to also try the projects 
with her students. This is their 
first year trying to come up 
with action projects based on 
the Catholic Social Teachings.

She said the students really 
enjoyed the planning that in-
cluded meeting in small groups, 
making contacts themselves 
and organizing the events (with 
some help from Huls). They 
learned a lot about how to 

make this work better and Huls 
plans to present it to her stu-
dents next year also.

Huls said the students still 
need to decide what to do 
with the extra money remain-
ing from the bake sales. They 
may donate it to an Indian 
family they sponsor through 
Kathy and Dave Rennie’s WE 
SHARE program (a program 
which helps the Vijayapuram 
Diocese – the poorest Catholic 
Diocese in Kerala, India), the 
St. Joseph Food Shelf or to the 
St. Joseph monthly community 
meals.

She said All Saints Academy 
has always had a solid founda-
tion getting students involved 
in giving through school-wide 
projects such as the Workathon, 
Advent collections for Shoebox 
Gifts and Lenten collections for 
Operation Rice Bowl, but this 
was different because it wasn’t 
driven by adults in the school, 
but rather by the sixth-grade 
students who were committing 
themselves to some action be-
yond collecting and donating 
money.

contributed photo

While learning about Catholic Social Teaching themes and committing to take action to practice 
those themes, All Saints Academy-St. Joseph students planned and volunteered to help package 
food April 11 with the Kids Fighting Hunger facility in Sauk Rapids. Fifth- and sixth-graders 
(front row, left to right) Sylvie Bechtold, Maleah Thielen, Paul Rademacher, Austin Baird, Jack-
son Hoover, Wyatt Kutzera, Maria Glatzel and Sayler Christians; (middle row) Olivia Kremer, 
Kylie Smith, Sophia Botz, Kaidance Stephens and Addison Keul; and (back row) Rhianna Sie-
ben, Alexis Finken and Emma Zaun listen to instructions on how to package food, about the 
group’s mission and where the food is shipped.
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Informed opinions, vigorously ar-
gued, form the foundation of democ-
racy. The opinions appearing on this 
page (and sometimes the next page as 
well) are offered in that spirit.

The editorial that regularly appears 
to the left of this column represents 
the Newsleader’s view of current 
events. Newspaper editorials aren’t 
meant to tell readers how to think, 
but instead serve as a starting point 
for discussion or to focus attention on 
an issue readers might want to debate.

Connor Kockler, Dennis Dalman, 
Patric Lewandowski and I share the 
right side of the page with our col-
umns. We write about a variety of 
topics – local and national. I like to 
share my take on current local issues, 
offer my perspective on the joys and 
oddities of everyday life and some-
times remind readers of the historical 
context of current events.

Like the editorial on the left side of 
the page, the four of us aren’t trying 
to tell you how to think but get you 
thinking, start a conversation or may-
be just share a common moment.

Because we’re a small operation, 
Dennis and I also write news stories. 
When we’re reporting, we set aside 
our opinions and make decisions 
about what and how to cover a story 

based on standards of fairness and 
significance. You may not agree with 
the stories we choose to report, where 
they end up in the newspaper or who 
we choose to interview, but we make 
those decisions by applying news 
judgment and set aside our opinions 
or biases.

Letters from readers also appear on 
these pages and I’d like to see more 
of them.

I invite readers to respond to edi-
torials and columns as well as raise 
new issues.

We do have some guidelines for 
letter writers.

The Newsleader welcomes letters 
to the editor on current topics of local 
interest.

Writers are limited to one letter 
every three months.

Letters must be signed and include 
contact information, such as an email 
or phone number, for verification, 
but that information will not be pub-
lished.

During election campaigns, letters 
will be chosen to present a variety of 
opinions.

Letters that do not run in print 
will appear on our website, www.
thenewsleaders.com.

To be considered for publication, 
letters must be exclusive to the News-
leader.

Letters to the editor may be sent 
to news@thenewsleaders.com or P.O. 
Box 324, St. Joseph, Minn. 56374. 
Deadline is noon Monday. Letters 
must be 350 words or less.

Editorials, columns and letters 
present a viewpoint by advancing a 
well-reasoned argument. The most ef-
fective writing starts with established 
facts. You’re more likely to sway your 
audience (and get your letter pub-
lished) if your writing is anchored in 
facts, not rumors, clear falsehoods or 
unsubstantiated accusations.

With the election season now un-
derway, I hope readers will share their 
opinions about candidates and issues.

Your participation as a letter writer 
is one way to be part of civic life. Shar-
ing your informed, reasoned opinion 
serves to focus the public debate and 
results in sound decision-making by 
elected officials.

I look forward to hearing from you.

The ideas expressed in the letters to the editor and of the 
guest columnists do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Newsleaders.

Letters to the editor may be sent to news@thenewsleaders.
com or P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, MN 56374. Deadline is noon 
Monday. Please include your full name for publication (and 
address and phone number for verification only.) Letters must 
be 350 words or less. We reserve the right to edit for space.

OpinionOpinion
Readers’ letters round out opinion page

Which political environment produces results? 
Some people argue that divided government – one 
party controlling the executive branch and the op-
position controlling the legislative – works because 
the opposing parties serve as a check on the extreme 
stands of the other and the result is a middle-ground 
compromise.

The alternative viewpoint – one party controls 
both the executive and legislative branches – is more 
efficient because the people’s representatives and the 
governor or president have the same agenda.

Results from the recently concluded legislative 
session and ongoing paralysis on major issues in 
Washington, D.C. prove that neither arrangement 
delivers results.

But maybe it’s not an issue of divided vs. not-di-
vided government that’s important, but how the 
people filling the chairs operate.

“The business of politics is the conciliation of 
differing interests,” British political theorist Bernard 
Crick wrote in his book “In Defense of Politics.” 
Conciliation is the alternative to outright warfare. 
Politics in a democracy assumes we can find ways of 
living and working together even when we disagree. 
That’s why we need politicians who take this mission 
seriously.

Politics is about creating a decent society, a task 
that can only be accomplished when citizens find 
ways of cooperating.

That’s not what happened in St. Paul.
The Legislature adjourned without a solution to 

conform the Minnesota tax code to the federal over-
haul passed in December. The Republican-controlled 
House and Senate sent Gov. Mark Dayton a tax bill 
that would cut income-tax rates and allow the state 
to set its own deductions and exemptions. Dayton 
said it favors tax breaks for the wealthy and corpora-
tions and he threatened to veto it.

For Minnesota taxpayers, that means confusion, 
a stressful tax season ahead and some people paying 
higher taxes.

Despite three months of debate, the governor and 
Legislature could not agree on measures for school 
funding and school safety, leaving districts guessing 
about their own budget decisions.

The $825-million bonding bill for roads, buildings 
and infrastructure upgrades did pass but it was small-
er than the governor wanted. He’ll probably sign it.

The results from Washington, where Republicans 
control the White House and Congress, are not much 
better. After 16 months of Republican leadership 
there’s no action on immigration, including fixing 
Donald Trump’s cruel executive order on DACA re-
cipients, no action to improve health care, no action 
to repair and replace bridges, roads, railroads or 
airports.

The Republicans are very proud of their tax bill, 
which blows a hole in the deficit by giving the people 
who least need it tax relief.

With midterm elections five months away, don’t 
expect any action on those other key issues which 
were a big part of the 2016 campaign.

When you are making choices of who to elect 
governor, to the state Legislature, to the U.S. House 
or U.S. Senate, the priority question for candidates 
is how they are going to resolve differing interests.

Are they running to give us two more years of 
conflict and gridlock or are they ready for concilia-
tion and compromise?

Our View
Ask candidates 
if they are ready 
for compromise

Mike 
Knaak

Editor

Connor 
Kockler
Guest Writer

The Newsleader welcomes letters to 
the editor on current topics of local in-
terest.

Writers are limited to one letter every 
three months.

Letters must be signed and include 
contact information, such as an email or 

phone number, for verification, but that 
information will not be published.

During election campaigns, letters will 
be chosen to present a variety of opinions.

Letters that do not run in print will 
appear on our website, www.thenews-
leaders.com.

To be considered for publication, let-
ters must be exclusive to the Newsleader.

Letters to the editor may be sent to 
news@thenewsleaders.com or P.O. Box 
324, St. Joseph, MN 56374. Deadline is 
noon Monday. Letters must be 350 words 
or less.

Letters policy

One road ends, another begins
After many years, the path I’ve 

been on is finally coming to a close. 
By coming to a close, I mean grad-
uating from high school. After four 
years of high school and more years 
in earlier schooling, it’s time to 
make the jump to the next step of 
life. While I look forward to what’s 
ahead, I want to first reflect what is 
now past.

High school graduation is an event 
that is talked about as a significant 
milestone in one’s life. Though it 
hasn’t really set in yet, I’m starting 
to slowly but surely feel the signs. At 
school, you heard talk of the events 
coming up in May, thinking they 
were so distant, but really approach-
ing at a breakneck pace. Friends and 
family at holiday gatherings asked 
questions about college plans and 
future careers. The phrase “Class of 
2018,” long a distant specter in the 
back of students’ minds, suddenly 
took on its full meaning.

At Sauk Rapids-Rice High School, 
we certainly took it to heart. A 
“Change the Culture” movement 
arose and brought passion and en-
ergy to our sports games and class-
rooms. Seniors from our school ac-
complished so many great things, 
and were recognized for their ath-
letic, academic, artistic and commu-
nity achievements. It was amazing 
to live through these days and see 
many students I’ve known for so 

long achieving their goals this year.
But getting this far isn’t a solo 

effort. There are so many parents, 
teachers, coaches and other mentors 
who have given the Class of 2018 
such great advice, pushed us to do 
our best and helped us to recognize 
the important things in life. So many 
people work selflessly every day to 
ensure the success of our local stu-
dents, and I hope they know how 
much their efforts really mean to 
every single one of us.

I will always remember starting 
high school as a young freshman, 
looking up in awe at the seniors and 
feeling like it would be forever until 
I was one of them. Looking back 
now, it really feels like no time has 
passed at all. Though the time has 
flown by, there are so many memo-
ries made that will last for the rest of 
my life. I have met so many amaz-
ing, inspiring people and had experi-
ences that will shape my world-view 
going forward.

One thing I’m most proud of do-
ing in high school, and encourage 
every current student to do, is to get 

involved. It often felt overwhelming 
being a part of so many activities 
and clubs, but it made my time at 
school so much richer and reward-
ing. You really gain a sense of all 
that is going on at the school, and 
build relationships with other stu-
dents and teachers that last a life-
time.

It has been a long but rewarding 
road to get to this point, and I’m 
ready for the new path that now 
stretches before me. I would like to 
thank everyone who has helped get 
me to this point; my parents, teach-
ers, friends and coaches. I really 
couldn’t have done it without you, 
and every little thing you did helped 
me so much.

As we move on to the next stage, 
I know the Class of 2018 is ready for 
whatever is ahead. From all of the 
students I’ve worked with, I know 
we are a determined and positive 
group of people, aware of the chal-
lenges ahead but resolving to face 
them with our best efforts and striv-
ing for success.

For all of the Class of 2018, be 
sure to enjoy this moment and re-
member all the memories made so 
far. It’s been an honor and a privi-
lege to grow with all of you, and I 
know the future has great things in 
store as long as we work hard and 
keep going strong. Good luck and 
best wishes.
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   AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 

OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Competitive Offer! Nationwide FREE 
Pick Up! Call Now For a Free Quote! 
888-366-5659! (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Inter-

net & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed No contract or commit-
ment. More Channels. Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. Call 1-855-577-7502 
(MCN)

Exede satellite internet. Afford-
able, high speed broadband satellite in-
ternet anywhere in the U.S. Order now 
and save $100. Plans start at $39.99/
month. Call 1-800-712-9365 (MCN)

SAVE on internet and TV bun-
dles! Order the best exclusive cable and 
satellite deals in your area!

If eligible, get up to $300 in Visa 
Gift Cards. CALL NOW! 1-800-925-
0146 (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 

As Low As 14.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now 
– Get NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE! 
Every Game. Every Sunday. CHOICE- 
All-Included Package. Over 185 Chan-
nels. $60/month (for 12 Months.) CALL 
1- 844-245-2232 (MCN)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply 1-800-732-9635 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANT-
ED

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE author sub-
mission kit! Limited offer! Why wait? 
Call now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)

TRUCK DRIVERS. CDL-A Com-
pany Drivers and Owner Operators. 
Great pay and benefits. Driver friendly. 
All miles paid. Many bonuses. Home 
when needed. Nice equipment. Paid 
weekly. WWW.MCFGTL.COM Call 
now 507-437-9905 (MCN)

FINANCIAL
$1,000 Per Day! I Answer Live 

605-228-4254 Totally automated! Live 
the Dream! No Selling, True Men-
torship www.3500cashbusiness.com 
(MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Stop OVERPAYING for your pre-

scriptions! SAVE! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International pharmacy, 
compare prices and get $25.00 OFF 
your first prescription! CALL 888-438-
6461 Promo Code CDC201725 (MCN)

OXYGEN – Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The 
All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit. 
Call 844-550-4772 (MCN)

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free 
in 24-48 months. Pay a fraction of what 
you owe. A+ BBB rated. Call National 
Debt Relief 855-995-1557. (MCN)

Bathe safely and stay in the home 
you love with the #1 selling Walk-in 
Tub in North America. For an in-home 
appointment, call: 844–583-9021. 
(MCN)

FOR SALE
MONTANA, WYOMING land 

starting at $485/acre. Owner financing 

O.A.C.Buildable, roads, views, elk, natl 
forest! 1-800-682-8088 www.rmtland.
com (MCN)

LEGAL
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE 

REPLACEMENT SURGERY AND 
SUFFERED AN INFECTION be-
tween 2010 and the present time, you 
may be entitled to compensation. Call 
Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727 (MCN)

Were you an INDUSTRIAL 
TRADESMAN (machinist/boilermak-
er/pipefitter etc and recently diagnosed 
with LUNG CANCER? You may be 
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Risk free consultation! 877-
834-8840 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! 

Basement Systems Inc. Call us for all 
of your basement needs! Waterproof-
ing, Finishing, Structural Repairs, Hu-
midity and Mold Control. FREE ESTI-
MATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The na-
tion’s largest senior living referral ser-
vice. Contact our trusted,local experts 
today! Our service is FREE/no obli-
gation. CALL 1-855-811-8392 (MCN)

Paying too much for car insur-
ance? Not sure? Want better coverage? 
Call now for a free quote and learn 
more today! 855-417-7382 (MCN)

Cross country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company out of state 
move $799 Long Distance Movers 
Get Free quote on your Long distance 
move. 1-800-503-6126 (MCN)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated showers. Call for 
a free in-home consultation: 855-598-
0943 (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! 

No paid operators, just real people like 
you. Browse greetings, exchange mes-
sages and connect live. Try it free. Call 
now: 800-357-4970 (MCN)

Wanna flirt and have some fun? 
Livelinks in the best chatline for meet-
ing real singles who know how to have 
a good time! Call Livelinks and make a 
real connection. 866-910-1044 (MCN)

WANTED TO BUY
Want to purchase minerals and other 

oil/gas interests. Send details to: P.O. 
Box 13557, Denver CO 80201(MCN)

Is your event listed? Send your 
information to:  Newsleader Calen-
dar, P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, Minn. 
56374; fax it to 320-363-4195; or, 
e-mail it to news@thenewsleaders.
com. Most events are listed at no 
cost. Those events are typically free 
or of minimal charge for people to 
attend. Some events, which have paid 
advertising in the Newsleaders, are 
also listed in the calendar and may 
charge more.

 
Friday, June 1

Brat & Burger Sale Fundrais-
er, sponsored by the American Le-
gion Post 328 and SAL Squadron 
328, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., St. Joseph Meat 
Market, 26 First Ave. NW.  

St. Joseph Area Historical So-
ciety, open 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Old City 
Hall, 25 First Ave. NW. stjosephhis-
toricalmn.org.

Red Cross Blood Drive, 11:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m., Seven Dolors Catho-
lic Church, 140 Second St., Albany. 
800-733-2767.

St. Joseph Farmers’ Market, 
3-6:30 p.m., near the Wobegon Trail 
Center, CR 2.

Saturday, June 2
Brat & Burger Sale Fundrais-

er, sponsored by the American Le-
gion Post 328 and SAL Squadron 

328, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., St. Joseph Meat 
Market, 26 First Ave. NW.  

Sunday, June 3
“Encore,” presented by the 

St. John’s Boys’ Choir, 7:30 p.m., 
Church of St. Augustine, 442 Sec-
ond St. SE, St. Cloud. Tickets, 320-
363-2558 or visit sjbchoir.org. 

Monday, June 4
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 

p.m., Old City Hall, 25 First Ave. 
NW, St. Joseph.

St. Joseph City Council, 6 p.m., 
council chambers, St. Joseph City 
Hall, 75 Callaway St. E. 320-363-
7201. cityofstjoseph.com.

Tuesday, June 5
St. Joseph Lions Club, 7:30 

p.m., Millstream Park Pavilion, 101 
Fifth Ave. NW., St Joseph. Joanne 
Bechtold,  320-363-4483.

Red Cross Blood Drive, 1-7 
p.m., Atonement Lutheran Church, 
1144 29th Ave. N., St. Cloud. 800-
733-2767. 

Thursday, June 7
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 

p.m., Old City Hall, 25 First Ave. 
NW, St. Joseph.

Great River Regional Coin 
Club, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Miller Auto 

Marine Sports Plaza, 2930 Second 
St. S., St. Cloud. 320-252-8452.

Friday, June 8
Brat Sale, sponsored by the St. 

Joseph Lions Club, 9:30 a.m.-5 
p.m., St. Joseph Meat Market, 26 
First Ave. NW. 

St. Joseph Farmers’ Market, 
3-6:30 p.m., near the Wobegon Trail 
Center, C.R. 2.

Saturday, June 9
Brat Sale, sponsored by the St. 

Joseph Lions Club, 9:30 a.m.-4 
p.m., St. Joseph Meat Market, 26 
First Ave. NW. 

Central Minnesota Chapter of 
the Federation of the Blind of 
Minnesota, 12:30 p.m., American 
Legion, 17 Second Ave. N., Waite 
Park.

Monday, June 11
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 

p.m., Old City Hall, 25 First Ave. 
NW, St. Joseph.

Disabled American Veterans 
Chapter 9, 6:30-8 p.m., VFW, 901 
N. Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. 320-
492-9702. 

St. Joseph Township Board, 8 
p.m., St. Joseph Township Hall, 935 
College Ave. S.

St. Joseph Planning Commis-

sion, 6 p.m., St. Joseph City Hall, 
75 Callaway St. E. 320-363-7201. 
cityofstjoseph.com.

Tuesday, June 12
Central Minnesota Market, 

3-5:30 p.m., St. Cloud VA Health 
Care System, 4801 Veterans Drive, 
St. Cloud. 320-251-2498.

St. Joseph Joint Planning 
Board, 7 p.m., St. Joseph City Hall, 
75 Callaway St. E. 320-363-7201. 
cityofstjoseph.com.

Holistic Moms Network, 7-8:30 
p.m., Good Earth Co-op, 2010 Vet-
erans Drive, St. Cloud. 320-252-
2489.

Wednesday, June 13
St. Joseph Area Chamber of 

Commerce, 11:30 a.m., St. Joseph 
City Hall, 75 Callaway St. E. stjo-
sephchamber.com.

Thursday, June 14
Red Cross Blood Drive, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., Country Inn & Suites, 
235 Park Ave. S., St. Cloud. 800-
733-2767. 

St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 
p.m., Old City Hall, 25 First Ave. 
NW, St. Joseph.

St. Joseph Senior Citizens, 1:30 
p.m., St. Joseph Community Fire 
Hall, 323 Fourth Ave. NE. 

Family Farmers’ Market, 2-6 
p.m., River East parking lot, Centra-
Care Health Plaza, 1900 CentraCare 
Circle, St. Cloud. 320-252-2422.

Great River Regional Coin 
Club, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Miller Auto 
Marine Sports Plaza, 2930 Second 
St. S., St. Cloud. 320-241-9229.

St. Cloud Area Mothers of 
Multiples, 7 p.m., VFW Granite 
Post 428, 9 18th Ave. N., St. Cloud. 

Friday, June 15
St. Joseph Farmers’ Market, 

3-6:30 p.m., near the Wobegon Trail 
Center, C.R. 2.

St. Joseph Area Historical Soci-
ety, open 4-7 p.m., Old City Hall, 25 
First Ave NW. stjosephhistoricalmn.
org.

St. Cloud Singles Club Dance, 
8 p.m.-midnight, American Legion, 
17 Second Ave. S., Waite Park. 320-
339-4533. stcloudsingles.net.

Saturday, June 16
Quarry Park’s 20th Anniver-

sary Celebration, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
rock climbing, park scavenger hunt, 
derrick demonstrations, historical 
re-enactment, mammal and wetland 
eduction, and an aquarium photo 
booth, 1802 CR 137, Waite Park, 
320-255-6172. 

Community Calendar

St. Joseph’s Legion team an endangered species
by Dave DeMars
news@thenewsleaders.com

American Legion Post 328 
has been the proud sponsor of 
a Legion baseball team for 28 
years, according to Pat Schnei-
der. Rain or shine, win or lose 
– young men ages 15 to 19 who 
have a passion for the game of 
baseball have found an orga-
nized place to hone their skills 
and enjoy the camaraderie of 
others who love to play the 
game.

But that sponsorship of Le-
gion ball may come to an end 
soon. Mike Staller, who has 
been involved in the Legion 

ball program for four years and 
is the Legion liaison for the 
baseball team, has been having 
some difficulty in rounding up 
guys who are willing to commit 
to playing.

“I just hate to see it dis-
appear,” Schneider said. He 
helped to found the team back 
in 1990.

The majority of St. Joseph 
players have come out of the 
St. John’s Prep school program, 
but anyone ages 15-19 who 
lives in the St. Joseph area is 
eligible to join the team. There 
is no cost to join; most equip-
ment and uniforms are pro-
vided by the Legion. And the 

schedule is light – a dozen or 
so games during the months of 
June and July. Most games are 
played in the evening starting 
at 6:30 p.m on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Home games are at 
Schneider Field in St. Joseph.

It’s a laid-back baseball ex-
perience without lots of pres-
sure to perform, Schneider 
said.

“St. (Joseph) has a long 
tradition of supporting youth 
baseball,” Staller said. “This 
year is no exception and we 
are looking for individuals who 
would like to play summer Le-
gion baseball between the ages 
of 15-19.”

The season is ready to start, 
and the first game is scheduled 
for June 4, but interested kids 
shouldn’t let that bother them. 
If they would like to play, Stall-
er said he has room for them. 
Just call him at 612-730-0879 
or email him at mstaller@
comcast.com or Pat Schneider, 
320-309-2791 or email him at 
patschneider5@yahoo.com.

Why should young guys be 
interested in playing ball? That 
is simple Staller says.

“It’s a chance to play again 
with the guys they played 
school ball with, especially for 
seniors. After this they break 
up and go on to different col-

leges or go to work and they 
don’t have that opportunity to 
play baseball again with their 
buddies. And it’s a great way 
to represent the community of 
St. (Joseph).”

Another benefit of playing 
Legion ball is it gives young 
guys a chance to work on 
skills and improve their play. 
Some of them might be looking 
ahead to playing with the town 
amateur team.

“Practice makes perfect” the 
old saying goes. And here’s a 
chance to get some practice 
in laid-back games with little 
pressure and to perfect their 
skills.
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ALBANY
Ashley Corona

ROCORI
Evan Moriarty 

Rhayne Krekelberg 
Sara Gideon 

CONGRATULATIONS!
2018

The following area businesses would like to wish these St. Joseph students the best in their future endeavors!

Abdinajib Ahmed
Sado Ahmed

Alexander Alvord
Mitchell Alvord
Sidney Anderson
Marie Andreasen

Samuel Andreasen
Abdela  Awil

Paige Bierschbach
Noah Bissett

Maxwell Botz
Luke Casperson
William Clark
Tyler Corrow

Kailey Duncan
Madalyn Fowler

Nicholas Gill
Jeremiah Grandberry

Skylar Hennen
Cade Illg

Haden Jansen
Anthony Jones

Peyton Joos
Shelbi Keehr

Brett Kirchner
Heather Kramer

Jayden Lister
Alexa Loxtercamp
Brittany Massmann

Emmalee Miller
Genavieve O’Connor

Samuel  Pflueger
Andrew Potter
Jacob Reber

Jaida Romsdahl
Alan Sanchez Her-

nandez
Marah Schatz

Mikayla Schmitz
Olivia Skudlarek

Tamara Smith
Molly Smith-Drontle

Alexis Stewart
Summer Stroschein

Sydney Swanson
Brianna Taylor

Tyler Tran
Hannah Wieber

APOLLO

HOLDINGFORD
Rachel Hellmann

Rose Kellner
Callie Kostreba

Marie Kurtz-Thomes
Skylyr Lundblad

Gavin Manuel
Allison Notsch
Emily Notsch
Jesse Notsch

Mason Opatz-Johnson
Rose Phillipp

Elizabeth Rennie
Courtney Thielen

Morgan Vouk

Maura Cofell
John Martone

Jordyn Tomaszewski 

ST. JOHN’S PREP

Voigt Johnson
Real Estate

1101 Second Street S.,
Ste. 103, Sartell
320-250-8800 

craighiltner.com

Woodcrest of Country Manor
Congratulations graduates! We wish you 

all great success in the future! 
1200 Lanigan Way SW, St. Joseph

320-271-1200 
woodcrestofcountrymanor.org

Brenny Transportation Inc.
Grand champions of customer service

8505 Ridgewood Road
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999

brennytransportation.com

Casey’s - St. Joseph
421 Fourth Ave. NE, St. Joseph

320-363-4918
caseys.com

Central Lakes 
Oral & Facial Surgery
2380 Troop Drive Unit 202

Sartell • 320-257-9555
centrallakes.net

Central Minnesota
Credit Union

1300 Elm St. • St. Joseph
14284 Fruit Farm Road • Collegeville

888-330-8482 • mycmcu.org

Church of Saint Joseph
12 W. Minnesota St.

St. Joseph • 320-363-7505
churchstjoseph.org 

Coborn’s
1500 Elm St. E., St. Joseph

320-363-0011
coborns.com

Drs. Styles, Cotton 
& Milbert DDS

1514 E. Minnesota St.
St. Joseph • 320-363-7729

stjoedds.com

Kay’s Kitchen
Call us for your catering needs.

303 College Ave.
St. Joseph • 320-557-0030

kayskitchen.us

Midco
1-800-888-1300

midco.com

PineCone Vision Center
2180 Troop Drive, Sartell

320-258-3915
pineconevisioncenter.com

Quill & Disc Inc.
St. Joseph

320-363-7296
quilldisc.com

Sisters of the Order 
of Saint Benedict

104 Chapel Lane, St. Joseph
320-363-7100
sbm.osb.org

Stearns Bank N.A.
4191 Second St. S., St. Cloud

320-253-6607
stearnsbank.com

Trobec’s Bus Service
413 Co Rd 2 S., St Stephen

320-251-1202
trobecsbus.com

Yapel Orthodontics
325 19th St. S., Suite 101

Sartell • 320-251-7109
Sartell • Big Lake 

Monticello • Little Falls
yapelortho.com

Elizabeth Botz
Travis Brattensborg

Tess Jacobson
Jared Klein

Mitchell Lochner
Nicole Shimak
Kelli Spaniol

Patrick Tollefsrud
Paige Wensmann

Sydney Wolf

CATHEDRAL


