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New council member Theisen 
views his role as a problem solver
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

When new St. Joseph City 
Council member Brian Theisen 
is sworn in Jan. 7, he’ll bring 
years of problem solving and 
public-service experience.

Theisen, 40, is a Stearns 
County deputy and member 
of the St. Joseph Fire Depart-
ment.

“I’ll be problem-solving for 
the city. That’s what I do 50 
hours a week as a deputy,” 
Theisen said. “You listen to 
both sides and you make a de-
termination of what’s best for 

everyone.”
V o t e r s 

r e - e l e c t e d 
Anne Buck-
vold and 
elected Brian 
Theisen to 
f o u r - t e r m s 
on the City 
Council. In-
cumbent City Council mem-
ber Dale Wick lost his bid 
for re-election in a three-way 
race for two seats. Buckvold 
received 1,555 votes, Theisen 
won 1,381 votes and Wick col-
lected 1,013 votes. Mayor Rick 
Schultz ran un-opposed for an-
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Theisen

Good tidings, merriment at Winterwalk

photo by Carolyn Bertsch

Moved by the live jazz band playing the song “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” Wesley Hazen, 2, grabs the hands of Eddie 
Marie Thomes, 2, (left) and Sophia Nordmann, 1, to dance Nov. 30 at the St. Joseph Winterwalk event. All three children are 
from St. Joseph.

Council revisits
rec center project
by Dave DeMars
news@thenewsleaders.com

Despite missing two of its 
members, the remaining quorum 
of the St. Joseph City Council 
was able to wade through a short 
agenda that included an open 
hearing on Truth in Taxation and 
discussion of a feasibility study 
dealing with capital funding for 
the Jacob Wetterling Community 
and Recreation Center project.

The Jacob Wetterling Commu-
nity and Recreation Center proj-

ect, which was started last year, 
came under council scrutiny. In 
the past, the council established a 
committee to work with architect 
Murray Mack of HMA to create a 
concept drawing, which the city 
approved. At that time the city ac-
knowledged that $6 million need-
ed to be raised before the project 
could move forward. A deadline 
of May 2019 was set. The project 
was submitted to the Legislature 
for bonding money.

With a deadline looming in 
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Sartell Farmers’ Market
to be held Dec. 15

Sartell Farmers’ Market will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 15 at the Sartell 
Community Center, 850 19th 
St. S. Looking for that unique 
gift? Come shop at the Farm-
ers’ Market and find items not 
available anywhere else.

Free Christmas meal
set Dec. 15 at RLC

A free Christmas Communi-
ty Meal will be held from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
15 at Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, 610 CR 2, St. Joseph. 
Dine-in, take-away or delivered 
meals are available. For more 
information, call RLC at 320-
363-4232 or Angela Haynes at 
320-845-7789.

Anna Marie’s Alliance
needs donations

Anna Marie’s Alliance is 
looking for gift-card donations 
to help residents during this 
holiday season. Gift cards take 
up less space, they can be used 
as needed, if women are leav-
ing the shelter they will have 
less to haul and women may 
not know what they need until 
they need it. Visit www.an-
namariesalliance.org  to view a 
complete donation list of need-
ed items or cntact Kim at Anna 
Marie’s Alliance at kims@an-
namaries.org or 320-251-7203 
ext. 210.

Subscribe
to thenewsleaders.com

Recently,  The Newsleaders 
began testing providing daily 
news. We are excited to say our 
tests were successful and we 
are ready for prime time! For 
$5 a month, or $50 a year, you 
can subscribe to thenewslead-
ers.com and access daily news, 
exclusive stories and download 
digital copies of The News-
leaders.

other two-year term.
Theisen emphasized two 

issues during the campaign 
– crime-free housing and busi-
ness development – and he’s 
looking forward to working 
on those topics when he takes 
office.

Crime-free housing focuses 
on apartment buildings.

“The big thing for apart-
ment buildings is to secure 
(the) front door with access 
only to tenants or they have to 
allow people in,” Theisen said. 
“A lot of it has to do with light-
ing. You want the entrances lit 
up, bushes and shrubs neatly 
trimmed around ground-floor 
apartments so you can’t have 
someone hiding and staring in 
the windows.”

Theisen suspects city ordi-
nances will need to be mod-
ified to accommodate those 
standards.

“Waite Park, Sartell and a 
lot of the area towns have it,” 
he said. “We do not. It’s a way 
to keep the city safe.”

He wants the city to main-
tain its base of locally-owned 
businesses but to also attract 
new companies that may not 
be able to find space or a loca-
tion in St. Cloud.

“It’s important to keep 
the local businesses that are 

owned by local people,” The-
isen said. “But St. Joseph has 
the opportunity to get some 
bigger and different business-
es. St. Joseph has the oppor-
tunity to be a major suburb.”

In preparation for taking his 
council seat, Theisen has met 
with Schultz about his com-
mittee assignments including 
parks, planning and economic 
development.

He’s interested in all of them 
but hasn’t been assigned yet.

“I see things from a differ-
ent perspective because of my 
law enforcement career,” The-
isen said. “There are certain 
things people want to bring to 
the city that maybe they don’t 
think about.

“It’s gonna be a fun and 
exciting challenge,” Theisen 
said.

Theisen has been a Stearns 
deputy since 2001 and before 
that worked in the Albany and 
Avon police departments. He’s 
been on the fire department 
for six years.

Theisen graduated from 
Kimball High School and 
earned a law enforcement de-
gree from Ridgewater College 
in Willmar.

He and his wife have five 
children ages 5 to 15 and have 
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Dr. Brian Koltes

Girl Scouts from the ‘70, ‘80s plan reunion
Newsleaders staff report
news@newsleaders.com

Were you a Girl Scout in the 
‘70s and ‘80s in St. Joseph area?

If so, former Troop Leaders 
Delores Giroux and Sharon Too-
good Froehle would love to see 
you again.  

The event will be from 3-6 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 27, at Gi-
roux’s home, 103 Minnesota 
St. E. RSVP  by Thursday, Dec. 
20,  to Froehle at 320-493-8493 
or Stoogoodfroehle@gmail.com                                   

The organizers have scrap-
books made by Girl Scouts in 
the ‘70s and ‘80s filled with 
tons of pictures from events at 
Peck’s farm, riding horseback, 
making crafts, ice fishing at 
the tournament on Lake Min-
newaska in Glenwood, visiting 
nursing homes and camping at 
Smokey Timbers.

Giroux, troop leader for Ju-
nior Troop 130, and Froehle 
recently got together to look at 
the scrapbooks and reminisce 
about all of the fun they had 
while earning Girl Scout badg-
es.

“We talked about how won-
derful it would be to see the 
young ladies from the Girl 
Scout troops and fellow troop 
leaders,” Froehle said in a state-
ment.

“Delores and I are inviting 
all the girls and leaders who 
were Girl Scouts with us in the 
‘70s and ‘80s to the reunion. 
We need all of you to pass this 
invite to girls and leaders who 
you still have contact with,” 
Froehle wrote. “Many of our 
Scouts have moved away, so 
please share this invitation with 
your friends and family that 
were Girl Scouts.”

contributed photo

Girl Scouts and leaders from about 1980 (front row) Cindy Klassen and Rachael Durkee; and 
(back row) Marilyn Killoran, Sharon Froehle, Delores Giroux and Susan Froehle.

contributed photo

Brownie Troop 131 from the late 1970s.
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Catherine ‘Cotton’
E. Petters, 55

St. Joseph

Oct. 2, 1963-Dec. 9, 2018

Catherine “Cotton” E. Pet-
ters, 55, of St. Joseph, died 
peacefully in her sleep on Dec. 
9.

A Celebration of Life will be 
held from 2-6 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 15, with a time of sharing 
at 3 p.m. at the Williams Ding-
mann Family Funeral Home, St. 
Cloud. Anyone who knows Cot-
ton or her family is welcome.

Petters was born on Oct. 
2, 1963, in St. Cloud to Fred 

and Rosemary 
(Boyle) Pet-
ters. Cotton 
enjoyed gar-
dening and 
planting beau-
tiful flowers 
in the Spring. 
She brightened the lives of so 
many through her kind nature 
and desire to help people as an 
advocate for women at Anna 
Marie’s Alliance. Cotton was 
a peacemaker and was always 
concerned about people and 
was the matriarch of her family. 
She sought to bring peace to 
women and their families, the 
same way she cultivated and 

maintained a loving, warm, 
safe place for her own family.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Mike Nordmann and 
children, Alex Swingley (Dave 
Rausch) and Robin Swingley 
(Shelby Weisen); siblings Fred 
(Kim) Petters, Becky (Steve) 
Randa, Jon (Colleen) Petters, 
and Tom and Chris Petters; 
and brother-in law Joe Hoover.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents and sister Mary 
Hoover.

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider making a donation to 
Anna Marie’s Alliance (P.O. Box 
367, St. Cloud, Minn. 56302) in 
memory of Cotton.

Obituaries

Daniel T.
Nierengarten, 94

St. Joseph

Oct. 26, 1924-Dec. 2, 2018

Daniel T. Nierengarten, 94, 
of St. Joseph died peacefully 
surrounded by his family on 
Sunday, Dec. 2 at the St. Cloud 
VA Medical Center. His funeral 
was held Friday, Dec. 7 in St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church in St. 
Joseph. The Rev. Jerome Tupa, 
OSB, officiated. Burial with mil-
itary honors was in the parish 
cemetery.

Nierengarten was born at 
home in St. Joseph on Oct. 
26, 1924, to John and Mary 
(Euteneuer) Nierengarten. He 
proudly served in the U.S. Army 
during WWII. He was a combat 
medic assignedto the First Infan-
try Division with the 26th Reg-
iment. He landed on Omaha 
Beach as part of Operation Over-

lord during the 
Normandy In-
vasionon on 
D-Day, June 6, 
1944, and was 
a Bronze Star 
recipient. After 
serving, he re-
turned to St. Joseph where he 
met his future wife. He married 
Jean Wise on June 19, 1965, at 
St. Anthony’s Catholic Church 
in Watkins. Nierengarten was 
employed as a guard at the 
St. Cloud Reformatory prior to 
working at the St. Cloud Teach-
er’s College and retired from the 
St. Cloud VA Medical Center. He 
was a member of St. Joseph’s 
Parish, the St. Cloud Granite 
Post VFW #428, the Disabled 
American Veterans and the St. 
Joseph Planning Commission.

Nierengarten enjoyed the 
north shore, dancing, fishing, 
biking, and above all, treasured 
spending time with his family 

(especially his grandchildren). 
He will be remembered for his 
love of God, family, country and 
fellow soldier.

Survivors include his wife 
of 53 years; children, Doug of 
St. Cloud, John (Kathleen) of 
St. Cloud, Mary Schnettler of 
Sartell; grandchildren, Nicholas 
(Kayla) Nierengarten of Mon-
ticello and Madelyn Schnettler 
of Sartell; two great-grandchil-
dren, Rylee and Kason Nieren-
garten; and brother, Francis of 
St. Joseph; and many nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; brothers, Alphonse, 
twin brother Donald, Leo and 
Lawrence; and sisters, Alvina 
Nierengarten, Rose Reber and 
Lorraine Jost.

A special thank you to all of 
the staff of building 49-2 at the 
VA Medical Center. Thank you 
for your compassion, kindness 
and care of Dan.

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEARNS

IN DISTRICT COURT
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DIS-
TRICT

In Re: Estate of
Lawrence Earl Storms,
Deceased

Court File No. 73-PR-18-10232

ORDER AND NOTICE
OF HEARING ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL PROBATE
OF WILL AND APPOINT-

MENT OF PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVE IN UNSUPER-

VISED ADMINISTRATION 
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSON 
AND CREDITORS:

It is Ordered and Notice is here-
by given that on the 11th day 
of Jan. 2019, at 8:45 o’clock 
a.m., a hearing will be held at 
the above named Court at St. 
Cloud, Minnesota, for the for-
mal probate of an instrument 
purporting to be the Will of the 
above named decedent, dated 
Sept. 16, 2014, and for the ap-
pointment of Darrell J. Storms, 
whose address is 21722 County 
Road 44, Clearwater, Minneso-
ta, 55320, as personal represen-
tative of the estate of the above 

named decedent in unsuper-
vised administration, and that 
any objections thereto must be 
filed with the Court. That, if 
proper, and no objections are 
filed, a personal representative 
will be appointed to administer 
the estate, to collect all assets, 
pay all legal debts, claims, tax-
es and expenses, and sell real 
and personal property, and do 
all necessary acts for the estate.

Notice is further given that 
ALL CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required 
to present the same to said per-
sonal representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this 
notice or said claims will be 
barred.

Dated: Dec. 7, 2018

John H. Scherer
Judge of District Court
                                                                                                            
George Lock
Court Administrator
 
Daniel A. Eller	                   #26438
Attorney at Law
2103 Frontage Road N. Suite 25
Waite Park, Minn. 56387
(320) 253-3700
daneller@ellerlaw.com

Publish: Dec. 14 and 28, 2018

People

contributed photo

St. Joseph Lions President Mary Stommes (right) presents a $5,000 check to Ann Scherer, chair-
person of the St Joseph Food Shelf during the Lions Dec. 4 meeting at Millstream Park. The 
Skalicky Foundation will match the contribution along with other contributions made by local 
service organizations.
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ARLINGTON PLACE
ASSISTED LIVING

in St. Joseph
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

HOME HEALTH AIDE
3 - 11 p.m & 4 - 9 p..m

3-4 days/week
including every other weekend/holiday

 Duties include: daily personal 
care, grooming, dressing, 

light meal prep, medication 
administration and light to 

moderate housekeeping.

If interested please stop by 
for an application or call 

Kristi Plafcan at (320) 363-1313. 
21 16th Ave. SE 

St. Joseph, MN 56374

Veterans profiles will mark Legion’s 100th anniversary
The American Legion will 

be celebrating its 100th birth-
day in 2019. In addition to na-
tional and statewide activities 
commemorating this milestone, 
American Post 328 of St. Jo-
seph is planning a number of 
festive and patriotic activities 
for the community.  

One of those special events 
will be profiles of St. Joseph-ar-
ea veterans published in each 
Newsleader during 2019. The 
Newsleader is joining with Post 
328 to recognize veterans and 
Legion members who served 
during World War II, Korea, 
Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan and 
other theaters of conflict and 
Cold War tensions. Veteran and 

Legion member Joe Klecker is 
interviewing veterans for the 
stories.

Klecker wrote this intro-
duction to explain why these 
profiles of local veterans are 
important.

“Hopefully these articles 
will engender a renewed sense 
of appreciation for the sacrific-
es made.   Veterans represent 
a diminishing number of all 
citizens; at present only about 
5-6 percent of the population 
are veterans.

Citizens should know the 
two important factors the mili-
tary experience demands.

Most all who enter the mil-
itary, (be it by enlistment or 

drafted) usually do so during 
a critical period of physical, 
moral and psychological devel-
opment.

Most are transitioning from 
the self-centeredness of adoles-
cence to an environment that 
demands obedience to authori-
ty, self-discipline and a respon-
sibility for others.

Most veterans report the dis-
cipline imposed in the military 
was beneficial in their tran-
sition from youth into more 
adult personality traits and be-
haviors.

Secondly, to use the met-

aphor of a football team, ev-
eryone in the military has an 
assigned job and duty.  Others 
depend on you to carry out 
your responsibilities.

The running back will gain 
no yardage unless the unsung 
heroes on the line make a hole 
to run through. The aircraft 
does not fly and carry out the 
mission if the ground crew did 
not do its job. The ship does 
not reach its assigned desti-
nation and thus carry out the 
mission if sailors deep in the 
bowels of the hot and noisy en-
gine room did not do their jobs.

Some veterans had a choice 
as to their military occupa-
tional specialty, others were 
assigned as needed.

It cannot be overstated:  ev-
ery veteran, regardless of ser-
vice branch, well knows that 
the success of the mission re-
quires a team effort. It is ex-
pected that you give it your 
best.

Regardless of the particular 
branch of service, the location 
assigned at a point in time, 
every man and woman who 
served can take pride in the 
part they played in the defense 
of this country.

While every citizen can 
rightfully challenge the wis-
dom of our elected politicians 
as to decisions made about mil-
itary involvements, past and 
present, the veteran now and 
the soldier then did not seek to 
be placed in harms way.

Just think for a moment 
as to the adjustments required 
of a 19-year-old from St. Jo-
seph. Upon induction into the 
military there is the loss of 
substantial freedom, little pri-
vacy, diminished individuali-
ty and association with others 

that you are not familiar with, 
about places you may have 
never heard of before and be-
ing called upon to do things 
you never considered previous-
ly. Talk about being forced out 
of your comfort zone.

Most all of the veterans pro-
filed in the upcoming articles 
are your neighbors and friends. 
They have chosen to tell their 
stories not out of any self-pro-
motional notoriety or fame. 
Rather they all believe the mili-
tary experience, be it filled with 
terror, boredom, adventure, 
friendships, loneliness, fear, 
elation or pride. Service had 
a significant influence on how 
they made choices throughout 
their lives.

The military is certainly not 
for everyone. It is just one of 
a number of ways individuals 
plot a course through life. A 
course that reflects their val-
ues, traditions and  their sense 
of obligation to self and others.

Veterans, particularly the 
older ones, may well in their 
private reflections share the 
following:

I’m not all that lean and 
mean a fighting machine as 
in youth I once was. Now I’m 
shorter, weaker, slower, arthrit-
ic, balding and my hearing is 
going. But there was once a 
time, as God was my witness, 
there was a time I was a part 
of something so much more 
than just myself. A cause for 
something that has or likely 
will be debated in the dusty 
books of history. That being 
said I will always hold close 
to my heart the memories of 
sacrifices endured by myself 
and others, and how that time 
likely changed me forever.”

Church of St. Joseph raises $1.63 million for capital campaign
The Church of St. Joseph 

raised $1.63 million during a 
capital campaign to renovate 
their sanctuary, the parish 
announced Dec. 10. The par-
ish had set a stretch goal of 
$1.5 million.

“As with any very old 
building, you never know 
what surprises we might en-
counter during construction,” 
said Dean Budde, campaign 
co-chair, in a statement. “We 
are thankful for the financial 
leeway that exceeding our 
goal provides to deal with 
unforeseen issues.”

The church is the oldest 
consecrated church in Min-
nesota. Early settlers brought 
stones from their fields 
for the construction of the 
church, which has stood on 
this spot since 1871. The in-
terior was renewed in 1971 
to reflect revisions to the 
liturgy brought about by the 
Second Vatican Council, but 
the current updates will go 
further, supporting the integ-
rity of the church structure 
and increasing accessibility 

and safety, according to the 
parish’s statement.

Construction is set to be-
gin shortly after the New 
Year with a completion date 
set for early summer. During 
construction, Masses will be 
held in Heritage Hall.

The floor substructure will 
be reworked to address un-
even floors. Insulation has 
been added to the ceiling. 
Renovation of the sacristy, 
the former winter chapel, in-
cludes in-floor heating and 
removal and restoration of a 
mural segment found behind 
one of the walls.

The church interior will 
be completely renewed. The 
walls and ceilings will be 
repaired and repainted. The 
pews and kneelers will be re-
finished and re-upholstered. 
The lighting and fans will be 
replaced and the sound sys-
tem will be upgraded. This 
will allow those with hearing 
loss to more fully participate 
in Mass.

A ramp will be built up to 
the altar and choir area so 

everyone can fully participate 
in ministry. Additional space 
for wheelchairs and assisted 
seating will be added near 
the front.

A larger tiered area will 
allow music ministers and 
the choir to see the director 
at the organ console or the 
piano. A sprinkler system for 

fire safety will be installed on 
the recommendation of the 
Diocese of St. Cloud to bring 
the church up to local and 
state building codes.

contributed photo

This drawing is a preliminary rendering of the planned renovation at Church of St. Joseph.
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Since 1881

REFLECT. GATHER. HONOR.

As a family owned and operated funeral home since 1881, Daniel Funeral Home’s primary focus is to care  
for and serve the families in our community by working together to create a fitting and memorable event  
for your loved one. Our professional services include; Pre-Planning, Burial Services, and Cremation.

ST. CLOUD CLEARWATER SARTELL ST. JOSEPH PAYNESVILLE  

320-251-0383 | DanielFuneralHome.com

Earning your
trust for

5 generations
ERIC DANIEL 5TH GENERATION PAUL DANIEL 4TH GENERATION MICHAEL DANIEL 5TH GENERATION

54-Acre Homestead on C.R. 50. Old homestead
with many tillable acres, some old buildings.
2 miles north of Cold Spring. $432,000

39-Acre Parcel mostly open with great views,
rolling tillable, easement o� of C.R. 50,
2 miles north of Cold Spring. $312,000

Privacy. Stunning 39 acres of Oak Savanah,
rolling hills, views, some lowland. 1/2-mile back
from C.R. 50 by easement. $254,000

Horses, horses. Two adjacent 40-acre parcels in
Collegeville Twp on 260th. Beautiful pastures,
perfect for the ranch you have dreamed of.
$280,000 each. C4D possible.

Heavily wooded 40 acres on 260th Street. North
of Cold Spring. Great access, rare beauty. $320,000

Approximately 80 acres, including about 17
acres of shallow Mud Lake. Rolling and wooded.
Watch the migrating water fowl. Accessible by
easement from 260th Street South of Cold Spring.
$520,000

BEAUTIFUL 40- TO 80-ACRE 
PARCELS OF LAND WEST OF ST JOSEPH

320-363-7656
www.collegevillebrokerage.comPARAMOUNTARTS.ORG | 320.259.5463

Celeb
rate

New Yea
r's E

ve!

MON, DEC 31
7:00PM & 10:00PM

•
$24 - $28

PLUS PROCESSING FEES

CERTIFICATE
OF ASSUMED NAME

STATE OF MINNESOTA

Pursuant to Chapter 333, Minne-
sota Statutes, the undersigned, 
who is or will be conducting or 
transacting a commercial busi-
ness in the State of Minnesota 
under an assumed name, here-
by certifies:

1. The assumed name under 
which the business is or will be 
conducted is: TRP Auctions.

2. The stated address of the 
principal place of business is or 
will be: 255 28th Ave. S., Waite 
Park, Minn. 56387.

3. The name and street address 
of all persons conducting busi-
ness under the above assumed 
name including any corpora-
tions that may be conducting 
this business: The Rusty Pick 
LLC, 311 28th Ave. S., Waite 
Park, Minn. 56387.

4. I certify I am authorized to 
sign this certificate and I further 
certify I understand by signing 
this certificate, I am subject to 
the penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Minnesota Statutes Sec-
tion 609.48 as if I had signed 
this certificate under oath.

Dated: Aug. 8, 2018

Filed: Aug. 16, 2018

/s/ Todd Scott

Publish: Dec. 14 and 28, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

Blotter
If you have a tip concerning a 
crime, call the St. Joseph Police 
Department at 320-363-8250 
or Tri-County Crime Stoppers 
at 320-255-1301 or access its 
tip site at tricountycrimestop-
pers.org. Crime Stoppers offers 
rewards up to $1,000 for infor-
mation leading to the arrest 
and conviction of those respon-
sible for a crime. 

Nov. 3
 10:28 a.m. Warrant arrest. CR 
75 E. Officers spotted a man 
wanted on a warrant. When 
officers approached, he at-
tempted to flee from the car. 
He was arrested and taken to 
Stearns County Jail.

Nov. 5
 9:19 a.m. Threats complaint. 
College Avenue S. A woman 
reported a call from a person 
looking for drugs and asking 
for her address. The officer 
told the woman to block the 
caller’s number and to call 911 
if anyone she does not know 
comes to her workplace or res-
idence.

10:31 a.m. Theft. College Ave-
nue N. A person reported the 
theft of two large refillable cof-
fee cups. The officer watched 
a video and saw a man take 
the cups. The office recog-
nized the man and went to his 
residence. The man offered to 
pay for the cups.

Nov. 6
6:54 a.m. Warrant arrest. Ce-
dar Street E. An officer went to 
the residence of a man wanted 
on a warrant. The officer took 
the man to Stearns County 
Jail.

6:29 p.m. Collision. Birch 
Street W. and First Avenue 
NW. Driver one was stopped 
on Birch Street W. and First Av-
enue NW. heading east. While 
turning left onto First Avenue, 
vehicle one collided with ve-
hicle two that was heading 
north on First Avenue. There 
were no injuries.

Nov. 7
6:58 a.m. Crash. CR 133 and 
CR 75. A driver called to re-
port a collision that happened 
at 4:55 a.m. The driver was 
heading south on CR 133 
when he attempted to merge 
onto westbound CR 75. The 
driver lost control on the icy 
road and struck a road sign.

Nov. 8
10 a.m. Collision. CR 133 and 
CR 75. Vehicle one was merg-
ing into traffic from CR 133 
to CR 75. Driver two thought 
vehicle 1 was already merged 
and sped up to get into traffic, 
rear-ending vehicle one.

7:42 p.m. Collision. CR 75 
and CR 134. Driver one was 
westbound on CR 75 and went 
through a red light at Ridge-
wood Road. Vehicle two was 
in the turn lane on CR 75 to 
go north on Ridgewood Road. 
When the light turned green, 
driver two attempted to go 
north and collided with vehi-
cle one.

Nov. 9
5:55 p.m. Collision. Second Ave-
nue SE. Driver one backed out of 
a driveway and collided with ve-
hicle two, which was unoccupied 
and parked on Second Avenue SE.

Nov. 15
6:42 p.m. Collision. CR 75 and 
Eighth Avenue NE. Vehicle one 
was stopped to turn west on CR 
75 when it was rear-ended by ve-
hicle two.

Mixture of open, wooded and rolling land.
$309,000 - $319,000

260th Street - Collegeville/Wakefield Townships

Call Jon Petters 320-363-7656
Collegevillebrokerage.com

Five 40-acre Lots for Sale
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1300 Elm Street E, St. Joseph
888.330.8482  |  mycmcu.org  |

Happy 
Holidays

From all of us at CMCU!

Wishing you and your loved ones a very joyous holiday 
season and a peaceful and prosperous New Year!

Holiday Hours:
Christmas EVE: Open until Noon

Christmas day: closed
New year's day: closed

Centered on you.

Author of new book caddied for O.J.
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

When he was a kid playing 
with buddies on a farm near 
Milaca, little did Mitchell Mesko 
know that he would one day, 
years later, meet a football hero 
who figured in one of his rough-
and-tumble kids’ games.

The hero was O.J. Simpson, 
and so many years later Mes-
ko, much to his astonishment, 
served as his golf course caddie. 
That includes the very morning 
of the evening Simpson was al-
leged to have stabbed to death 
his ex-wife, Nicole, and acquain-
tance Ron Goldman.

Mesko’s long-ago childhood 
game was dubbed “Razzle Daz-
zle.” Based loosely on the game 
of football, the ball would be 
in constant hectic play until all 
participants grew dog tired or 
someone got hurt. The whole 
point was to see which kid could 

keep the ball 
longest, and 
most rules 
were tossed 
out in a brutal 
game of “give 
it up” or “get 
be slammed.”

M e s k o , 
who now lives 
in St. Cloud, is the author of the 
just-published memoir, “Confes-
sions of a Caddie.” In an inter-
view with the Newsleader, he 
shared some anecdotes from the 
book, and his memory of the 
kids’ game Razzle Dazzle ends 
this way:

“I never liked to give it (foot-
ball) up, and I sure as hell didn’t 
like to get slammed. So to keep 
out of harms’ way when things 
got tight in those crazy games, I 
used what (friend) Pete call my 
‘O.J. jitter-bug moves,’ with me 
yelling at the top of my lungs, 
‘I’m the Juice, I’m the Juice!’ ”

Flash forward 30 years, and 
there was Mesko the caddie, aka 
“The Mitchell Man,” caddying 
for world-famous O.J. ‘The Juice” 
Simpson. It was to be it the next-
to-the-last day of his caddying for 
Simpson – the morning of June 
12, 1994.

On the next morning, June 13, 
there was a charity golf event at 
the Riviera Country Club where 
Simpson and his buddies, known 
as the “Group,” gathered for a 
game. Mesko noticed that morn-
ing Simpson was ill-tempered and 
loudly cursing at a movie produc-
er about petty annoyances. Simp-
son, Mesko told the Newsleader, 
was often verbally abusive on 
the golf course, though mostly 
the legend’s charisma and charm 
conquered hearts and won the 
day.

Mesko recalled after the char-
ity game, at about 11 a.m., he 
said to Simpson, “See ya later, 
Juice.” Mesko completed some 

Mesko

other tasks and got back home 
to his wife, Susan, at about 5 
p.m., and just one look at his 
wife’s face told him something 
was terribly wrong. Then he no-
ticed the TV news that was on, a 
flurry of news that the bloodied 
bodies of Nicole Brown Simpson 
and a man named Ron Goldman 
were found on the walkway right 
outside Nicole’s condominium in 
a suburb of Los Angeles. The two 
had been killed the night before, 
on June 12. O.J. Simpson was a 
suspect in the savage murders.

Like millions worldwide, the 
news left Mesko and his wife 
“stunned, shocked, horrified.”

Mesko said he believed right 
away that Simpson had likely 
committed the awful crime. As 
a caddie who’d known Simpson 
on the course for five years, 
Mesko notes in his book that he 
had seen firsthand the “the lit-
tle-known and alarmingly crude 
side of this famous (“Juice”) 
persona.”

The long subsequent televised 
trial, one of the most sensational 
in U.S. history, ended with the 
astonishing acquittal of Simpson. 
Families of the victims then filed 
a civil lawsuit against Simpson, 
which resulted in a $33.5-million 
judgment against him for wrong-
ful deaths. Still later Simpson 
was convicted in robbery and 
kidnapping in Las Vegas related 
to some of his personal property 
he said was stolen from him. 
He was sentenced to 33 years 
in prison and paroled in 2017. 
Simpson continues to play golf, 
a game he loves as much as he 
loved football.

Although the Simpson story 
figures prominently in “Confes-
sions of a Caddie,” it is only the 
dark and tragic part of a book 
that is – more than less – an 
ecstatic valentine to the sport of 
golf. “Confessions” is written in 
a direct, conversational, lively 
vivid style with plenty of humor 
and keen insights into the roles 
that caddies perform for golfers – 
experts on every aspect of a par-
ticular course, morale-boosters, 
conversational buddies and keen 
knowledge of their clients – their 
strengths, weaknesses and pe-
culiar foibles. “Confessions,” as 
the name implies, is also bluntly 
frank about Mesko’s own life, in-
cluding the three-and-a-half years 
he served in prison for felony 
theft when he was a young man.

In the Los Angeles area, Mes-

ko caddied for or knows scores of 
famous people who loved to golf. 
To name just some: late actor 
James Garner, whom Mesko said 
was a great guy, the best; Jack 
Nicklaus; Tiger Woods; Mag-
ic Johnson; Bill Russell; Ernie 
Banks; Terry Bradshaw; rocker 
Alice Cooper; actor Joe Pesci; 
the late Glenn Frey (singer-song-
writer for The Eagles) and Bill 
Clinton.

“I never caddied for Clinton,” 
he said. “But I did meet him, and 
the Secret Service that day were 
all over the (Riviera) course. It 
was a crazy scene.”

Return home
Mesko, now 60, left Minneso-

ta for southern California when 
he was 22. After several jobs, in-
cluding a golf-course greenskeep-
er, he said he fell into the caddie 
business eventually, quite by ac-
cident, because people trusted 
him, liked him, he knew how to 
be discreet and so recommended 
him for caddy jobs. He caddied at 
many of Los Angeles’ nearly 100 
golf courses for seven years, and 
more than five years he worked 
at his all-time favorite one – the 
Riviera Country Club at Pacific 
Palisades near Santa Monica.

Mesko returned to the St. 
Cloud area in 2001, worked at 
Electrolux, then sold men’s cloth-
ing at a Crossroads store for 10 
years and also worked selling for 
an aerial-photography service.

It took him three years to 
write “Confessions” in longhand. 
The book is dedicated to “caddies 
the world over, the members and 
staff at Riviera Country Club and 
the hundreds of golfers that al-
lowed me into their lives.”

In his introduction, Mesko 
writes this:

“First and foremost, this is a 
book about the most wonderful 
sport ever invented – the game 
of golf. It can be rewarding, 
joyous, raise your aspirations 
and self-esteem with one swing! 
Then turn on you the next. Like 
a monster, leaving you shamed, 
embarrassed, frustrated, ready to 
quit. As if somehow you had mi-
raculously turned into the notori-
ous Greek statue by Alexandros, 
Venus de Milo (statue missing its 
arms). Golf is at best a fickle mis-
tress. The devil is in the details 
and the details are in this book.”

“Confessions of a Caddie” is 
available via Barnes and Noble 
and online at amazon.com.
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The Perfect Way to Spend Your Day

Our huge indoor race track for remote controlled vehicles  
is the perfect way to spend the day! 
ThunderRoadRCRaceway.com
RC Racecars, Traxxas Trucks, Unique Gifts, Screen-Free Toys and Games, Trains, 
Models, Gaming, Radio Shack Express, Rocketry, Drones, STEM-style Hobbies
500 Sundial Drive, Waite Park

$5.00 Off  
Any Rental or Entry Fee

$5 Off Any Rental or Entry Fee before 2/28/19

Get your hands on 
some indoor fun!

JAN 24    FEB 7    MARCH 21  
4:30 to 6:30 

OPEN HOUSE

Montessori Preschool through 6th 

karl.terhaar@allsaintsmn.org (320) 363-7505 x 150
www.stjosephccs.org 

Christmas
at Saint Benedict’s Monastery

December 24
9 p.m. in Sacred Heart Chapel

Caroling & Christmas Eucharist

Reception follows in the Gathering Place

December 25
10:30 a.m. in Sacred Heart Chapel

Christmas Day Eucharist

104 Chapel Lane, St. Joseph, MN
(320) 363 -7100 • www.sbm.osb.org

Buy a
$20 Gift Card

Get a coupon for a
FREE Piece of Pie

Buy a
$50 Gift Card

Get a coupon for a
FREE Whole Pie

Hours: 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. daily 

303 College Ave. St. Jospeh • 320.557.0030
3333 Division Street • 320.774.3030

www.KaysKitchen.us

less than seven months, the coun-
cil sought to revamp its plans 
and authorized the hiring of Four 
Winds Consulting to help with 
the planning and fundraising. The 
first part of the planning by Four 
Winds is to conduct a feasibility 
study to see if the city can sup-
port and raise the required funds. 
In short, is there enough interest 
to embark on a full-scale building 
and improvements project for the 
community center?

To that end, the council ap-
proved spending $25,000, using 
funds from the half-cent sales tax 
to fund the study, to determine 
how to raise the funds for the 
proposed Jacob Wetterling Recre-
ation Center.

Truth in Taxation
During the Truth in Taxation 

hearing, Mayor Rick Schultz ex-
tended the chance for any mem-
bers of the public to step forward 
to speak directly to the council, 
but there were no takers. Schultz 
closed the meeting and the coun-
cil held its discussion.

According to Minnesota stat-
utes, the city must adopt a final 
budget for 2019 and certify its 
property-tax levy for payable 2019 
to the county auditor on or before 
Dec. 28. The final levy cannot be 
higher than the adopted prelimi-
nary levy.

Total proposed spending for 

2019 was up about 14.5 percent 
or $3.6 million, amounting to 
about a $456,000  increase. Most 
of the tax money, some $2.2 
million (10.9-percent increase) in 
2019 will be used to pay wages 
to city workers. The day-to-day 
tasks of policing, clearing snow 
from roads, maintaining parks, 
water and sewage are labor in-
tensive.

Other areas saw increases as 
well; Repair and Professional ser-
vices up 17.6 percent to $1.1 
million. Capital Outlay up 3.4 
percent to $281,475. The need 
for equipment took up most of 
the Capital Outlay budget. Things 
such as computer replacements, 
pond-maintenance plan, squad-
car leases, mowers and sew-
age-line television gear need to 
be purchased.

Capital projects such as street 
improvements, industrial park ex-
pansion, adding sidewalks and 
improving parks are part of the 
2019 plan.

City Administrator Judy Wey-
rens noted there was about a 
2-percent increase in the General 
Levy, while the Debt Levy por-
tion of the 2019 tax bill actually 
decreased slightly (2.75 percent), 
and that allowed for a small de-
crease overall. It amounts to a 
$9.10 tax decrease on a $150,000 
home and a $66.61 decrease on 
a $500,000 business. All this is 
predicated on a property’s tax-
able value being unchanged from 
2018.

Part of the General Levy in-
crease was the result of the fund-
ing of a new public-works garage 

in the amount of $60,000. This 
led to council member Dale Wick 
asking what the impact would be 
if that building were not done and 
the money used in other ways or 
given back to the public. But the 
fact remained that at some point 
a new public-works garage would 
have to be planned and built.

Public Works Director Terry 
Thene told the council there is no 
addition of equipment right now.

“I don’t disagree that we need 
to (unintelligible), but I also think 
it’s important we need to start 
setting aside even not knowing 

Center
from front page

NTC 3,857,737
8.04% 

Adopted 2018 Levy Proposed 2019 Levy

General Levy $1,494,305 41.85% $1,696,340 43.97%

Debt Levy $697,290 19.53% $646,945 16.77%

Total $2,191,595 $2,343,285

150,000 Home $776.27 $767.18 $9.10   

500,000 Business $5,685.29 $5,618.68 $66.61

Center • page 9

contributed photo

This chart shows the proposed levy for 2019. Note the debt levy 
has decreased as has the total levy for 2019. Property owners 
should see a slight decrease in their taxes, all things remaining 
equal.
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Cozy,  Home for Sale
in St. Joseph Mobile Home Community!
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#415 1st. St. Joseph, MN ���@summit-mgt.com

PROOF O.K. BY: __________________________________________________ O.K. WITH CORRECTIONS BY:_________________________________________

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY • SUBMIT CORRECTIONS ONLINE

CT-STC0010094-07.
INDD

ADVERTISER: ST CLOUD FEDERAL CREDIT PROOF CREATEDAT: 11/20/2018 9:36 AM
SALES PERSON: Dawn Scott-Yackley PROOF DUE: - NEXT RUN DATE: 11/22/18
PUBLICATION: CT-ST CLOUD TIMES DAILY SIZE: 6 col X 9.95 in

* Annual Percentage Yield. The minimum balance requirement to open a regular, special, or IRA certificate account is $500.00.
Upon maturity, special certificates will automatically be transferred into a 24-month regular term certificate. For a limited time only.

Look no further:
Certificate Special!

Banking done right, people over profit!

ON A
30-MONTH

CD!

Banking done right, people over profit! 

3% 30-MONTHAPY*

(320) 252-2634
www.stcloudfcu.coop

CT-STC0010094-07

ST. JOSEPH HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.

• Open to Everyone: Pre-school children, Youth, Adults and Senior Citizens
• We can take you to: Appointments, Work, Pre-school, Errands and More
• Service type: Curb to Curb 

Call for more information or to schedule a ride:
(320) 251-1612 or (888) 765-5597

WWW.TRICAP.ORG

contributed photo

Lt. Gov. Michelle Fischbach (left) issues the oath of office to Jeff Howe (right) as his brother, 
John Howe (center) looks on. Howe (R-Rockville) was sworn in to the Minnesota Senate on 
Dec. 11. Howe, who was elected in a November special election for the seat formerly held by 
Fischbach, represents District 13, which includes communities in Stearns and Benton counties.

Jeff Howe sworn in to the Senate
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Emergency service 
any day, any time!

Because we value your business, 
your call will always be answered 

by a live person, not a machine. So 
call us whenever you need service, 

24 hours a day, 365 days a year!

We Know Water from the Bottom to the Tap

Well Drilling
Testing and Treatment
Sprinkler Systems
24 Hour Emergency Service
Pump Service and Repair
Commercial and Residential

320-251-5090 or 800-728-5091
141 28th Avenue South, Waite Park

trautcompanies.com

Larry Rudolph, Optician
306 Main St. E. 
St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380 
320-252-6924 Home

St. Stephen 
Optical 

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday

(formerly Index 53)

HappyHolidays!

Is your event listed? Send 
your information to:  Newsleader 
Calendar, P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, 
Minn. 56374; fax it to 320-363-
4195; or, e-mail it to news@the-
newsleaders.com. Most events are 
listed at no cost. Those events are 
typically free or of minimal charge 
for people to attend. Some events, 
which have paid advertising in the 
Newsleaders, are also listed in the 
calendar and may charge more.

Saturday, Dec. 15
Winter Market, 9 a.m.-1 

p.m., Resurrection Lutheran 
Church fellowship hall.

Community Meal, 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m., Resurrection Lu-
theran Church, 610 CR. 2, St. 
Joseph. Free. Dine in, take 
away or delivered meals avail-
able. 320-363-4232 or 320-845-
7789.

Historic Salem Church 
Christmas Program, 4:30 p.m., 
four miles north of Paynesville 
on 220th Street. Sleigh rides 
from 3 - 4:15 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 16
Breakfast, 8 a.m.-noon, 

Waite Park American Legion, 
17 Second Ave. N. 

Monday, Dec. 17
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 

1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. 
Joseph.

St. Cloud Area Parkinson’s 
Disease Support Group, 1- 
2:30 p.m., Independent Life-
styles, 215 Benton Drive N., 

Sauk Rapids.
St. Joseph City Council, 

6 p.m., council chambers, St. 
Joseph Government Center, 75 
Callaway St. E. 363-7201. city-
ofstjoseph.com.

St. Joseph Rod and Gun 
Club, 7 p.m., American Le-
gion, 101 W Minnesota St., St. 
Joseph.

Tuesday, Dec. 18
Memory Writers group de-

velops topics and turns in sto-
ries. 10 a.m., Stearns History 
Museum, 235 33rd Ave. S, St 
Cloud.

Community Lunch and 
Entertainment, sponsored by 
Helping Hands Outreach, noon-
2 p.m., St. Stephen Parish Hall, 
103 CR 2 S. 320-746-9960.

St. Joseph EDA, 5 p.m., 
council chambers, St. Joseph 
Government Center, 75 Calla-
way St. E. 363-7201. cityofstjo-
seph.com.

St. Cloud Area Genealo-
gists meeting, 7 p.m., Stea-
rns History Museum, 235 33rd 
Ave. S., St. Cloud. stearns-mu-
seum.org.

St. Joseph Lions Club meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m., Millstream Park 
Pavilion 101 Fifth Ave. NW., St 
Joseph. Joanne Bechtold, 320-
363-4483.

Wednesday, Dec. 19
SALT (Seniors and Law En-

forcement Together), 9 a.m., 
Sartell Police Department, 310 
Second St. S., Sartell.

Advocates for Indepen-
dence, 2-4 p.m., Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 Benton Drive 
N., Sauk Rapids. 320-529-9000.

Thursday, Dec. 20
Coffee and Conversation, a 

senior discussion group, 9 a.m., 
Sartell Community Center, 850 
19th St. S.

St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 
1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. 
Joseph.

St. Cloud school board, 
6:30 p.m., St. Cloud City Coun-
ci Chambers, 400 Second St. S.

Friday, Dec. 21
St. Joseph Area Historical 

Society, open 4-7 p.m., Old 
City Hall, 25 First Ave NW. st-
josephhistoricalmn.org.

Dave Cofell’s 10th Annual 
Christmas Show, 7-10 p.m., 
Local Blend, 19 Minnesota St. 
W., St Joseph. Traditonal sto-
ries, songs and poems. Free.

St. Cloud Singles Club 
Dance, 8 p.m.-midnight, 
American Legion, 17 Second 
Ave. S., Waite Park. 320-339-

4533. stcloudsingles.net.

Sunday, Dec. 23
Joe Town Table, 11:30 a.m.-

1 p.m., American Legion, 101 
W. Minnesota St., St. Joseph.

Monday, Dec. 24
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 

1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. 
Joseph.

Christmas Eve services, 1, 
3, 5 and 9 p.m., Celebration 
Lutheran Church, 1500 Pine-
cone Road N.

Christmas Eve worship, 3 
and 5 p.m., Resurrection Lu-
theran Church, 620 CR 2.

Christmas Mass, 5 and 9 
p.m., Church of St. Joseph, 12 
Minnesota St. W.

Christmas Eve Mass, 6 
p.m., St. Stephen Catholic 
Church, 103 Central Ave. S., St. 
Stephen.

Christmas Eve Caroling 
and Eucharist, 9-10 p.m., St. 
Benedict’s Monastery. https://
sbm.osb.org/event/christ-
mas-eve-caroling-and-eucha-
rist/.

Tuesday, Dec. 25
Christmas Day Mass, 7:30 

a.m., St. Stephen Catholic 
Church, 103 Central Ave. S., St. 
Stephen.

Christmas Mass, 9 a.m., 
Church of St. Joseph, 12 Min-
nesota St. W.

Christmas Day Eucharist, 
10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., St. Ben-
edict’s Monastery, https://
sbm.osb.org/event/christ-
mas-day-eucharist/.

Thursday, Dec. 27
Coffee and Conversation, a 

senior discussion group, 9 a.m., 
Sartell Community Center, 850 
19th St. S.

Kids Can Blood Drive, 
noon-6 p.m., Resurrection Lu-
theran Church, 610 CR 2, St. 
Joseph. Contact either Tamara 
320-282-8266 or Mary 320-493-
1937 to set up an appointment 
or go to www.redcrossblood.
org.

St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 
1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. 
Joseph.

Community Calendar

lived in St. Joseph since 2004.
“Once I became established 

and knew I was going to stay 

I wanted to see what else I 
could do to help the city,” 
Theisen said. “Joining the fire 
department was one way. Now 
on the City Council,  I want to 
do what I can to make sure it’s 
a decent place. Helping people 
and public safety are in my 
blood.”

Theisen
from front page

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEARNS

IN DISTRICT COURT
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

In Re: Estate
of Delmar Arthur Rosha
Deceased

Court File No. 73-PR-18-10589

ORDER AND NOTICE
OF HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL PROBATE
OF WILL AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE IN UNSUPERVISED AD-
MINISTRATION AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS AND CREDITORS:

It is Ordered and Notice is 
hereby given that on the 18th 
day of January 2019, at 8:45 

o’clock a.m., a hearing will be 
held at the above named Court 
at St. Cloud, Minnesota, for the 
formal probate of an instru-
ment purporting to be the Will 
of the above named decedent, 
dated Aug. 7, 2018, and for the 
appointment of Brandon Jon 
Rosha, whose address is 20510 
County Road 7, South Haven, 
Minnesota, 55382, as personal 
representative of the estate of 
the above named decedent in 
unsupervised administration, 
and that any objections thereto 
must be filed with the Court. 
That, if proper, and no objec-
tions are filed, a personal rep-
resentative will be appointed to 
administer the estate, to collect 
all assets, pay all legal debts, 
claims, taxes and expenses, and 
sell real and personal property, 
and do all necessary acts for 
the estate.

Notice is further given that 

ALL CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required 
to present the same to said 
personal representative or to 
the Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of 
this notice or said claims will 
be barred.

Dated: Dec. 12, 2018

William J. Cashman
Judge of District Court
                                                                                                            
George Lock
Court Administrator
 
Daniel A. Eller	                    #26438
Attorney at Law
2103 Frontage Road N. Suite 25
Waite Park, Minn. 56387
(320) 253-3700
daneller@ellerlaw.com

Publish: Dec. 14 and 28, 2018

how big that monster might be 
out there,” said Mayor Schultz 
in reference to the building of 
the maintenance/storage build-
ing. “Our responsibility is to pre-
pare for the future whatever that 
might be from a facilities and 
growth perspective.”

Discussion revealed removal 
of all or part of the funding result-
ed in small savings. Finance Di-
rector Lori Bartlett estimated the 
savings would be about 1 percent 
or $12.76 on a $150,000 home.

“It’s not a big number,” Wick 
said, “but it’s just the philosophy 
of as soon as the debt comes off 
then we are spending it on some-
thing else.”

Schultz pointed out the city 
had added miles of road and 
something needed to be done in 
anticipation of housing equip-
ment.

After a good discussion, the 
council approved the fee sched-
ule increases proposed for next 
year unanimously.

Schultz suggested there should 
be more discussion on capital 
planning and any action on that 
front was delayed until the next 
meeting.

Center
from page 7
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OpinionOpinion

The ideas expressed in the letters to the editor and of the 
guest columnists do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Newsleaders.

Letters to the editor may be sent to news@thenewsleaders.
com or P.O. Box 324, St. Joseph, MN 56374. Deadline is noon 
Monday. Please include your full name for publication (and 
address and phone number for verification only.) Letters must 
be 350 words or less. We reserve the right to edit for space.

Our View
It’s time to talk
to strangers

Don’t talk to strangers.
That advice is widely given, especially to 

children.
Don’t talk to strangers because they pose a 

threat to your safety. Don’t make eye contact. 
March forward. Avoid the homeless people on 
the street corner. Don’t exchange glances with 
politicians looking for votes or with folks ringing 
bells next to kettles.

No commitment. Don’t talk to strangers.
It may be time to take a chance and start 

talking to strangers, even for young children.
When we don’t talk to strangers, we continue 

to connect with people just like us. People who 
live in the same neighborhood, vote the same 
way, attend the same school and church, work 
in the same type of jobs, cheer for the same 
teams and drink at the same bars.

That’s safe and comforting but it’s not work-
ing.

As 2018 comes to an end, ask yourself what 
have you done to make your community better?

Social scientists like to talk about social capi-
tal – the networks of relationships among people 
who live and work in a particular society, en-
abling that society to function effectively. Talking 
to strangers is one way to improve social capital.

Over and over we hear about tribes and parti-
sanship. While voters told candidates they want-
ed to elect officials who could work together, to 
compromise to come up with solutions instead 
of bickering. Too many candidates, especially at 
the national levy, focused on fear and anger.

Following the death of President George H.W. 
Bush, we read about how Bush, a Republican, 
worked with a Democratic Congress to pass 
spending and tax legislation, improve the en-
vironment and protect people with disabilities 
from discrimination. Globally, Bush talked to 
strangers to build a coalition of nations to drive 
Iraq out of Kuwait.

Closer to home, there are more examples 
of people talking to strangers. In the Sartell-St. 
Stephen school district, citizens are working on 
how to move forward after voters rejected an 
operating levy. The school leaders scheduled a 
series of listening sessions to find out, in the 
words of Superintendent Jeff Schwiebert, “what 
we did wrong, what we did right and what to 
do next.”

At the first meeting last week, there was plen-
ty of talking to strangers. Those who supported 
the measure spoke up, but so did opponents 
who explained “what we did wrong” with re-
spect and engaged with others to offer solutions. 
Nobody assigned blame or turned to anger. 
The meeting included parents with children in 
schools as well as people with no kids, teachers, 
coaches and retirees.

Most of the two-dozen people in attendance 
offered opinions but they also asked for facts to 
shape the road ahead.

In the year ahead, it’s time to show our chil-
dren how to safely talk to strangers and build 
social capital.

Instead of a New Year’s resolution to lose 
weight or to eat more vegetables, resolve to talk 
to strangers. There are some big challenges out 
there. What are we going to do about climate 
change, health care, income inequality, educa-
tion funding and crumbling roads and bridges?

Solutions come from talking to strangers, not 
talking about fear and anger.

Dennis 
Dalman
Reporter

Mike 
Knaak

Editor

65 is no longer a magic number

Will ‘National Restoration’ soon begin?

Life’s milestones are measured in dif-
ferent ways.

Births, deaths, weddings, divorces, fu-
nerals are markers on life’s timeline.

For the more numerically inclined, 
there are birthdays.

The numbers that increase with each 
trip around the sun clearly stamp crucial 
passages.

A first birthday is always a big deal for 
a new family member. At 13, the teen-
age years begin. Sixteen-year-olds look 
forward to a driver’s license and at 18, 
it’s time to vote and officially become an 
adult. Twenty-one-year-olds enjoy a legal 
drink with friends.

After that though, the years don’t mean 
much and birthdays slide by, pushed 
to the side by other more important life 
events – marriage, children, a new home, 
a promotion at work.

All of a sudden, you are 65. It used to 
be a big deal.

Not so much any more.
After years of work, people looked for-

ward to retirement….many leaving the 
same employer where they started their 
careers.

Not so much any more.
At 65, it’s time to collect Social Securi-

ty and Medicare, benefits partially funded 
through decades of payroll deductions.

Not so much any more.
At 65, it’s time to stop working and en-

joy your remaining years. When the So-
cial Security Act became law in 1935, life 
expectancy was 61. The generous federal 
government was betting you were gonna 
die before you collected much.

Not so much any more.
Today’s life expectancy is just shy of 

80, although it’s dropped because of a 
rise in what public-health experts call 

“deaths of despair” – suicide and opioid 
addiction.

Today I hit the magic milestone of 65, 
although it’s no big deal. My wife and 
I left the full-time workforce more than 
two years ago and we are enjoying travel, 
volunteering and part-time jobs that offer 
intellectual challenges but with consider-
able flexibility.

We’re not cashing Social Security 
checks yet. We’re waiting a few years 
to collect higher benefits and betting we 
outlive the government’s actuarial tables.

I did receive my Medicare card, which 
along with a good supplemental plan, 
will provide me with health benefits 
many Americans either can’t afford or 
don’t qualify for.

I haven’t announced my approaching 
milestone, but the telemarketers and di-
rect mailers certainly have my number.

My mailbox is full of offers for hear-
ing aids, knee braces, health insurance, 
senior condos, step-in tubs, cell phones 
with big buttons, stair chairs and finan-
cial-planning services.

These folks have missed their mark. 
While their databases list my age, name 
and address, they have not zeroed in on 
my current situation.

My iPhone and my knees work just 
fine.

I laughed at the step-in tub brochure 
that arrived in the mail. So the creaky se-
nior user doesn’t have to step over the 

side of the tub, it has a swinging door. The 
unit features a special drain that quickly 
empties the tub so you don’t have to sog-
gily sit waiting to open the door. The tub 
reminded me of the Mad Tea Party ride at 
Disneyworld with the cups’ little swing-
ing doors.

A solicitation for financial planning at 
age 65 is about 40 years too late. Starting 
a financial plan at 65 really means care-
fully spending your Social Security check 
and keeping an eye on the lottery. I was 
tempted, though, by the free meal that 
was offered to those who want to hear 
the pitch.

These mailings go straight to recycling.
I do like taking advantage of “senior” 

discounts for food, movie tickets and mu-
seums. A good financial plan always in-
cludes wise purchases.

Age is less about a number but more 
about your health or how you feel.

Doctors are working on calculations to 
determine your biological age by using 
various measurements of your body and 
its functions.

Dutch TV personality Emile Ratelband, 
age 69, feels a good deal younger.   He 
wanted to change his date of birth to 49 
to boost his dating prospects. But a court 
disagreed last week, highlighting that 
many rights in law are based on a per-
son’s age, and changing it at will could 
cause many problems.

“Mr Ratelband is at liberty to feel 20 
years younger than his real age and to act 
accordingly,” the court said, but changing 
his legal documents would have “unde-
sirable legal and societal implications.”

Although I’m not worried about my 
dating prospects, I will continue to act 
how old I feel.

Today is just another Dec. 14.

Come January, the National Resto-
ration just might begin – a restoration 
of voting integrity, of the rule of law, of 
checks and balances, of strengthened 
treaties with our long-time allies, of re-
dedication to environmental health, of 
renewed respect for science and facts.

Time to make America decent again, 
sane again, democratic again.

But will that restoration actually be-
gin? Yes, but probably only with “baby 
steps.”

A “Blue Wave” did indeed sweep 
the nation. The United States House of 
Representatives will be Democrat-con-
trolled.   However, if Democrats are 
wise, they had better not act like hot-
shot vigilantes itching to impeach the 
president.

What they should do, from Day One, 
is get to work to pass whatever legis-
lation they can, to fulfill the promises 
that brought them victory. That’s a tall 
order, though, considering the Repub-
licans still control the Senate and the 
president has the power of the veto. 
There is the possibility, however remote 
at this time, that the president and Re-
publicans might join the Democrats in 
some legislative efforts.

The real power now in the House 
is to put the kibosh on Trump’s most 
extremist proposals. Never mind im-
peachment threats. The best way to put 
the brakes on the president’s crazier 
notions is to work aggressively on the 
following issues so a full restoration 
can begin in 2020 if Democrats take full 
control. And, just maybe, the president 
and Republicans might join the Demo-
crats in some legislative efforts.

One: Retain Nancy Pelosi as House 
majority leader. A master legislative tac-

tician, she knows exactly how to herd 
cats to get legislation approved. In this 
critical time, the Democrats must let 
leadership stay in Pelosi’s expert hands 
and not take a chance on a newcomer.

Two: Protect the Mueller investiga-
tion. If they cannot prevent his firing or 
crippling, they should accelerate House 
committee investigations concerning 
the president.

Three: Push to reunite immigrant 
children and parents ripped apart at the 
border.

Four: Approve ways to protect those 
with pre-existing medical conditions 
and, beyond that, find ways to preserve 
key provisions of the Affordable Care 
Act, with improvements.

Five: Appoint a nonpartisan (or at 
least bipartisan) Committee for the 
Restoration of Voting Integrity. Uniform 
standards must be set in stone for ev-
ery voting jurisdiction in the nation to 
prevent meddling, sabotage, voter sup-
pression and polling mistakes. There 
must be new laws to prevent the blatant 
partisan jiggering of legislative-district 
boundaries (aka gerrymandering).

Six: The Comprehensive Immigra-
tion Reform Bill, rejected years ago, 
should be dusted off, tweaked and re-
considered for approval in 2020, if not 
now. Until they pass such a bill, illegal 
immigration, loopholes and anti-immi-

grant demonization and fear-mongering 
will continue. Strict, specific and fair 
laws allowing for legal immigration are 
essential.

Seven: Democrats should insist 
Dreamers be allowed to stay in the 
nation, along with a way for them to 
attain full citizenship.

Eight: Make strides toward gun-safe-
ty legislation, including mandatory uni-
versal background checks and a ban on 
military-assault-style rifles for civilian 
use.

Nine: Work to make college more af-
fordable and options for loan paybacks, 
including public service alternatives.

Ten: Pass a resolution condemning 
Saudi Arabia’s complicity in the mur-
der of Washington Post journalist Ja-
mal Khashoggi and a condemnation of 
Trump’s business-as-usual comments in 
the wake of that sadistic crime.

Eleven: At long last, work to pass a 
bipartisan infrastructure bill.

The Democrats cannot afford to frit-
ter away precious time with political 
bickering. That is exactly what their an-
tagonists most hope for – divisive feuds 
among Democratic factions.

Voters elected Democrats partly as 
a repudiation of Trumpism but mostly 
because they are worried about the 
issues noted above, and more. If this 
new House can start solving even some 
of those problems, voters’ faith in them 
will be renewed by the next presidential 
election, and the restoration effort will 
continue,   perhaps with help from a 
“Blue” U.S. Senate and a new president 
– one that unites, not divides.

Recharged with hope, voters will 
know the building blocks for the Na-
tional Restoration are solidly in place.
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AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-
977-7030 (MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and New-
er. Competitive Offer! Nationwide 
FREE Pick Up! Call Now For a Free 
Quote! 888-366-5659(MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed No contract or com-
mitment. More Channels. Faster In-
ternet. Unlimited Voice. Call 1-855-
577-7502 (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As 14.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink To-
day 1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Includ-
ed, Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply 1-800-732-9635 (MCN)

DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included 
Package. Over 185 Channels! ONLY 
$45/month (for 24 mos.) Call Now- 
Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE! CALL 
1-844-245-2232 Ask Us How To 
Bundle & Save! (MCN)

Viasat Satellite Internet. Up to 12 
Mbps Plans Starting at $30/month. 
Our Fastest Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) 
& Unlimited Data Plans Start at 
$100/month. Call Viasat today! 
1-855-445-5297 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited offer! 
Why wait? Call now: 855-623-8796 
(MCN)

Are you a Class A CDL Driver and 
tired of getting jacked around by 
employers? Call me to see why our 
turnover rate is so low. Scott 507-
437-9905 Apply: WWW.MCFGTL.
COM (MCN)

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920. Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and 
Distribution. Call for Your Free Au-
thor’s Guide 1-855-520-9045 (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Over $10K in debt? Be debt free 
in 24-48 months. Pay a fraction of 
what you owe. A+ BBB rated. Call 
National Debt Relief 855-995-1557. 
(MCN)

Behind on your MORTGAGE? De-
nied a Loan Modification? Bank 
threatening foreclosure? CALL 
Homeowner Protection Services 
now! New laws are in effect that 
may help. Call Now 1-800-496-4918 
(MCN)

Attention all homeowners in jeop-
ardy of foreclosure? We can help 
stop your home from foreclosure. 
The Foreclosure Defense helpline 
can help save your home. The Call 
is absolutely free. 1-800-217-0828 
(MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer Sale! Triton TC128 2-place 
enclosed snowmobile trailers WAS 
$5,799.00 NOW $4,599.00 White & 
Pewter: Mission 102″ X24′ 4-place 
sled trailer with 2 3k torsion axles & 
15″ radial tires, Combo salt shield/
drive-off ramp WAS $6,100.00 NOW 
$4,799.00; New 6’X12′ V-nose, ramp 
door enclosed $3,099.00; Dump 
trailer 83X14′ 14k with ramps on 
rear door (NO carrying of ramps). 
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com 
515-972-4554 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Seniors & Disabled GET HELP 
NOW! One Button Medical Alert. 
We will be there when falls, fires & 
emergencies happen. 24/7 Protec-
tion. Low Monthly Cost with Free 
Shipping and Free Activation. Call 
1-844-646-5592 Today for more in-
formation. (MCN)

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIP-
TION! World Health Link. Price 
Match Guarantee! Prescriptions Re-
quired. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 
medications available. CALL Today 
For A Free Price Quote. 1-866-710-
6889 Call Now! (MCN)

Start Saving BIG On Medications! 
Up To 90% Savings from 90DAY-
MEDS! Over 3500 Medications 
Available! Prescriptions Req’d. 
Pharmacy Checker Approved. CALL 
Today for Your FREE Quote. 844-
903-1317. (MCN)

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS** Give your life a lift with 
an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now 
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase 
and FREE DVD & brochure! 1-866-
972-4597 (MCN)

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a but-
ton sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, 
Burglar. Even if you can’t reach a 
phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 888-
227-0525 (MCN)

SAVE on Medicare Supplement In-
surance! FAST and FREE Quote 
from eHealth. Compare! Call NOW! 
(Annual Election Period October 
15th – December 7th.) CALL 1-844-
239-6349 (MCN)

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in 
industrial, construction, manufac-
turing jobs, or military may be the 
cause. Family in the home were also 
exposed. Call 1-866-795-3684 or 
email cancer@breakinginjurynews.
com. $30 billion is set aside for as-
bestos victims with cancer. Valuable 
settlement moneys may not require 
filing a lawsuit.   (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
Paying too much for car insurance? 
Not sure? Want better coverage? 
Call now for a free quote and learn 
more today! 855-417-7382 (MCN)

Cross country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company out of state 
move $799 Long Distance Movers 
Get Free quote on your Long dis-
tance move. 1-800-503-6126 (MCN)

AT&T Unlimited Talk and Text. Get 
a new device every year with AT&T 
NEXT! Call us today 1-844-290-
8275. (MCN)

Were you an INDUSTRIAL or CON-
STRUCTION TRADESMAN and re-
cently diagnosed with LUNG CAN-
CER? You and your family may be 
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Call 1-888-404-9903 for 

your risk-free consultation. (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is FREE/no obli-
gation. CALL 1-855-811-8392 (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No 
paid operators, just real people like 
you. Browse greetings, exchange 
messages and connect live. Try it 
free. Call now: 855-651-0114 (MCN)

Wanna flirt and have some fun? 
Livelinks is the best chatline for 
meeting real singles who know how 
to have a good time! Call Livelinks 
and make a real connection. 866-
910-1044 (MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
Book Your Flight Today on United, 
Delta, American, Air France, Air 
Canada. We have the best rates. 
Call today to learn more 1-855-725-
6305 (MCN)

DO WARM WINTERS SOUND 
GOOD?? Bring your RV down to 
the warm Rio Grande Valley. J-5 RV 
Park in Mission Tx. will welcome 
you with a country setting, friendly 
people and lots of activities to keep 
you busy. We have a special for first 
time visitors. Phone us at 956-682-
7495 or 515-418-3214. Email info@
j5rvparktexas.com Tom and Donna 
Tuttle, Managers (MCN)

WANTED TO BUY
Want to purchase minerals and 
other oil/gas interests. Send details 
to: P.O. Box 13557, Denver CO 
80201(MCN)

You wouldn’t know it, but I live a life of privilege
I live a privileged life. I don’t wor-

ry when I’m walking down the street 
about that guy I see if he’s following 
me. When I’m with a group of my 
friends, I don’t worry about people 
mistaking us for a gang. In my 
younger days, I could have a first-
floor apartment. Even better, when 
I get stopped for having a headlight 
out, I don’t have to worry about it 
turning it into a major altercation.

What? This doesn’t sound special 
to you? Then congratulations, you’re 
probably white, male or both. It’s 
like winning the societal lottery in 
America.

I want to talk about privilege. I 
know you’re already probably about 
to stop reading, writing me off as a 
libtard whacko, but I implore you to 

please just stick with me for another 
400 words. Hear me out, I’m just 
asking you to listen to another per-
spective. You’re free to disagree with 
me afterward, but I ask you to please 
politely listen.

There are a lot of people in our 
country who have difficulty or fear 
navigating the simple day-to-day of 
their lives simply because of who 
they are. It might be because they 
are female, of color, or because of 
their sexual orientation. For non-
white males, the act of walking 
through a store may mean they are 
followed. Maybe a woman is being 
followed by a man, or perhaps a 
person of color is followed by store 
employees. It’s creepy. Or, perhaps 
you have a routine traffic stop. If 

you’re of color, you suddenly have 
fear because what if it escalates? 
What if the white officer suspects 
you of something?

White males, when we say you’re 
privileged, we mean it ironically. 
We mean you don’t live in fear of 
being judged by virtue of what you 
look like. People don’t automatically 
suspect you are criminal, you don’t 
have to walk with your keys in your 
fist as a make-shift weapon to fend 
off a sexual assault.

Ask the women in your life about 

their daily life. If you know people of 
color, ask them about these things. 
Fear for these people is real. It sucks 
to go through normal life activities 
afraid it’s going to take a terrible turn 
because of what you look like.

The ability to live your life with-
out fear of attack shouldn’t be a priv-
ilege. All these things I’m describing 
to you should sound insane and 
terrible. If you don’t believe me, I 
implore you to talk to any nonwhite 
male in your life about this. Find out 
for yourself what others in your life 
are going through.

The first step to solving a prob-
lem is recognizing the problem, but 
I argue step one-and-a-half is em-
pathy. I’m a white man, but even 
though I’ve never experienced these 

things, I can try to understand how 
it feels when a friend tells me how a 
man followed her through Walmart 
one day when she was shopping. 
I can imagine how it feels when 
another friend tells me how their 
child of color walks down the street 
with their friends, also of color, and 
people cross the street to avoid them 
fearing they are a gang, when in 
truth, they’re just going to play at 
a park.

I may just be a libtard whacko, 
but I hope that doesn’t lessen the 
truth of my words. The next time 
you see a woman, or a person of col-
or, or someone who is trans, I hope 
you look through the stereotypes to 
see the person who is just trying to 
buy some milk.

Patric 
Lewandowski

Guest Writer

George H.W. Bush example for better politics
In these divided political times, it 

takes an event of great significance 
to be able to bring the country 
together. There is infighting over 
even the smallest of political issues, 
as politicians and parties fight for 
advantage. Often, it seems like the 
two political halves of the country 
couldn’t even agree on what kind 
of pizza to order. A recent event 
though has managed to cut through 
the divide at least for a small while. 
George H.W. Bush, the 41st Presi-
dent of the United States, died on 
Nov. 30.

Although I have no personal 
memory of his presidency, Bush 
always struck me as a well-reasoned 
and capable commander in chief. 
Bush led a long career of public 
service, first enlisting in the Navy 
in 1942 at the age of 18. In 1967, he 
was elected to public office as a con-

gressman and later got his first job in 
the Nixon administration as Ambas-
sador to the United Nations. Further 
working as director of the CIA, he 
last served as Ronald Reagan’s vice 
president for eight years before he 
was elected president.

His term included some of the 
most significant moments in modern 
world history. On his watch, the Ber-
lin Wall came down, and the former 
Eastern Bloc was finally freed from 
communism. President Bush assem-
bled an international coalition to 
quickly and decisively win the First 
Gulf War against Saddam Hussein. 
The Soviet Union also collapsed 
and was replaced by many new 
states coming into the international 
community.

On the domestic front, President 
Bush signed the NAFTA trade agree-
ment between the United States, 

Canada and Mexico. He also signed 
the Americans with Disabilities Act 
and authorized bills in areas includ-
ing civil rights, the environment and 
immigration.

One of these actions is often cited 
as both a symbol of his bipartisan-
ship, but also a major reason why he 
lost re-election in 1992. Campaigning 
in 1988 for the presidency, Bush said 
the famous phrase “read my lips: no 
new taxes.” Eventually, Bush broke 
this pledge in 1990 when he needed 
the Democratic-controlled Congress 
to agree to a budget. The Republican 
Bush wanted no tax increases to 

balance the budget, while the Dem-
ocrats wanted to raise existing taxes. 
Bush relented and signed the budget 
including the higher taxes.

After losing re-election in 1992 
to Bill Clinton, Bush stayed involved 
in public life and went on to see 
his sons George W. Bush and Jeb 
Bush elected governor of Texas and 
Florida respectively, while George W. 
Bush went on to become President 
himself, marking the second time in 
American history when both a father 
and son have held the presidency 
(the first was John Adams and his 
son John Quincy Adams).

What I have found remarkable 
over the last week has been the 
amount of political unity that has 
been seen over this event. I noticed 
during the memorial service at the 
Capitol that Nancy Pelosi, the leader 
of Democrats in the House, and 

Kevin McCarthy, the new Republican 
leader, were standing next to each 
other. President Trump and former 
President Obama shook hands at 
the funeral. Which other event has 
brought such strong political rivals 
together in one purpose?

As the nation reflects and remem-
bers George H.W. Bush, perhaps 
some of the lessons of humility and 
respect he taught as president and in 
public service can be perhaps inte-
grated into our modern political life. 
Rather than just lamenting public 
figures like Bush as symbolic of a 
bygone era, we should be trying to 
bring back those values and apply 
them today. Our politics and our 
daily lives might just be better for it.

Connor Kockler is a student at St. 
John’s University. He enjoys writing, 
politics and news, among other in-
terests.

Connor 
Kockler
Guest Writer
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Happy Holidays!
Happy holidays from all of us at

REPUBLIC SERVICES
700 40th Ave. N.E., Sauk Rapids • 320-252-9608

www.republicservices.com

Wishing you the peace, joy and love of the season.
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CATHOLIC SCHOOL

308 Second St. N., Sartell • 320-259-9940
www.stfrancissartellschool.org

A toast to you - thanks for your continued patronage.
ST. JOSEPH LIQUOR SHOPPE

Hwy. 75, St. Joseph • 320-363-8636
www.saintjosephoffsaleliquor.com

What’s Christmas without all the trimmings?  
We won’t be truly ready for the holidays 

until we say “thanks” to all of you!
ST. JOSEPH MEAT MARKET

26 First Ave. N.W., St. Joseph • 320-363-4913
www.stjosephmeatmarket.com

Greetings this holiday season. Wishing you and
your loved ones peace & joy!

ST. JOSEPH ROD & GUN CLUB
PO Box 374 St. Joseph • 320-363-4913

www.stjosephmeatmarket.com

Happy holidays from all of us at 
SCHERER TRUCKING

P.O. Box 178, St. Joseph • 320-363-8846
www.scherertrucking.com

Hope your season, and smile, are bright!
SCHNEIDER ORTHODONTICS

325 19th St. S., Ste. 102, Sartell • 320-251-0455 
www.schneiderortho.com

God’s blessings on all, including you.
SISTERS OF THE ORDER 

OF SAINT BENEDICT
104 Chapel Lane, St. Joseph • 320-363-7100 

www.sbm.osb.org

Happy holidays from
STEARNS COUNTY ABSTRACT & TITLE CO.

21 Court House Square, St. Cloud • 320-251-5920
www.stearnscountyabstract.com

Happy holidays! Have a wood day!
TMT INTEGRITY FLOORING LLC

320-363-7926 • www.floorguy.net

Wishing you a merry Christmas and a safe new year!
TROBEC’S BUS SERVICE INC. – NOW HIRING!

413 County Road 2 S., St. Stephen • 320-251-1202
www.trobecsbus.com

From all of us to you, happy holidays and new year!
WELCH DENTAL

151 19th St. S. Ste. B  Sartell • 320-229-2233
www.welchdentalcare.com

Wishing you happy holidays and a new year 
filled with prosperity and success!

AFLAC - Deborah A. Krump
1407 33rd St. S., Ste. 109, St. Cloud

320-217-6040 • www.aflac.com

Wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday season! 
AUTO BODY 2000 INC.

611 19th Ave. N.E., St. Joseph
(Behind Coborn’s in the St. Joseph Industrial Park)

320-363-1116 • www.ab2k.com

Yuletide wishes from all of us at 
BRENNY TRANSPORTATION INC.

8505 Ridgewood Road, St. Joseph • 320-363-6999
www.brennytransportation.com

‘Seasoned’ greetings from all of us at
COBORN’S

St. Joseph • Sartell • Sauk Rapids
www.coborns.com

Wishing you the kind of holidays 
that warm your heart and make you smile.

DRS. STYLES, COTTON, MILBERT & STAFF
1514 E. Minnesota St., St. Joseph • 320-363-7729

www.stjoedds.com

Wishing you a merry Christmas from all of us at
GM DRILLING

8914 Ridgewood Court, St. Joseph • 320-363-7453
www.gmdrilling.com

Season’s greetings from Courtney and Chris at
INSURANCE ADVISORS

26 E. Birch St., St. Joseph • 363-0007
www.insuranceadvisorsofmn.com

Holiday greetings to you and yours from all of us at
LAWSON FAMILY DENTAL

2395 Troop Drive #101, Sartell • 320-252-6191 
www.lawsonfamilydental.com

Wishing you the best!
THE NEWSLEADERS

1608 11th Ave. SE, St. Cloud • 320-363-7741 
www.thenewsleaders.com

Wishing you smiles this holiday season!
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

151 19th St. S. Sartell • 320-229-2222 
www.sartellkids.com

The happiest of holidays to you! 
PINECONE VISION CENTER

2180 Troop Drive, Sartell • 320-258-3915
www.pineconevisioncenter.com

Warm wishes for the holiday season!
QUILL & DISC INC.

320-363-7296 •  www.quilldisc.com


