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2018 Year in Review

Elections, annexation top 2018 stories
Jan. 5 edition
The holidays can be a very 

stressful time for people who 
lose their jobs, are diagnosed 
with a medical illness or re-
ceive unexpected bills, but res-
idents in St. Joseph are spread-
ing good cheer by donating and 
helping others in need. 

Some of those good deeds in-
cluded donations to help clear 
lunch-account balances for stu-
dents whose parents are behind 
in paying up the accounts. 

The new full-time pastor, 
Jennifer Thul, introduced her-

self formally to the Resurrec-
tion Lutheran Church congrega-
tion on Dec. 31. The welcoming 
response by the congregation 
was another affirmation to Thul 
that she had found a church 
that was a good fit.

All Saints Academy students 
shared their acting and vo-
cal talents as they performed 
the school's annual Christmas 
program, Christmas on Gloria 
Street.

Jan. 12 edition
The St. Joseph Lions Club 

held its annual awards cere-

mony Dec. 19.  Awards were 
presented by Joseph Bechtold, 
president, assisted by Matt Kil-
lam, awards committee chair-
man, and Donna Hoskins, sec-
retary. Lions highest award, the 
Melvin Jones Fellowship, was 
presented to Lion Doug Carl-
son.

Jan. 19 edition
The name of another priest 

has been added to a list of 
about 40 area Catholic clergy 
“likely to have abused minors,” 
according to an announce-
ment from Bishop Donald Ket-

tler, head of the Diocese of 
St. Cloud.  The Rev. Antonio 
Marfori, who was ordained in 
1978 at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
in St. Cloud. Marfori has had 
two complaints against him. 
The first was filed in 2015, the 
second in 2016.

A former mayor of St. Jo-
seph, Richard Carlbom, is now 
managing the “Coleman for 
Governor” campaign for DFL 
contender Chris Coleman.

Jan. 26 edition
Community leaders are 

Area school students spread Christmas cheer
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

Students at Kennedy Com-
munity School, St. John's Prep 
and St. Joseph Catholic School 
donated their time and talent to 
help fill area needs this holiday 
season.

Kennedy Community School 
WE ACT students, co-advised 
by teachers Mike Stuber and 
Kelli Maurer, organized a toy 
drive to collect toys for the local 
Toys for Tots.

Students from all grades do-
nated 137 toys after Thanksgiv-
ing through Dec. 7. The older 
grades competed to see which 
advisory group could bring in 
the most items. Stuber's advi-
sory group won with 31 toys.

Toys were collected at the 
beginning of December to en-
sure items could be picked up, 
delivered and wrapped for chil-
dren who would receive them 
for the Christmas holiday.

Eighth-grader Ashley Kock-
ler donated 31 toys to the drive.

"I brought a lot of toys for 
the toy drive because I believe 
it was a nice thing to do," she 
said.

"I think that the Toys for Tots 
drive is a great opportunity for 
our students to be able to give 
back to the community that 
helps them so much through-
out the year," Mauer said.

"Our WE ACT students focus 
on improving the community 
around them, whether at Ken-
nedy, in St. Joseph, or across 

the globe," said Principal Lau-
rie Putnam. "I'm so proud of 
their civic spirit and generos-
ity."

St. John's Prep seventh- and 
eighth-graders recently spread 
some holiday cheer while they 
learned about auctioneering 
and raised funds for Anna Ma-
rie's Alliance.

The 62 students raised $1,612 
in a one-hour "white elephant" 
auction Dec. 13 to buy gifts for 
families at the shelter.

Students brought wrapped 
gifts to the auction, indicating 
if it was for a boy, girl or either.

Auctioneer Col. Frank Im-
holte, of Black Diamond Auc-
tions, donated his time to lead 
the bidding process. He taught 
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photo by Mike Knaak

Keith Louwagie, a captain in the St. Joseph Fire Department, and Mary Stommes, St. Joseph 
Lions president, stand under one of the Christmas decorations purchased with $7,000 raised by 
the Lions.

St. Joseph’s streets are more 
festive this Christmas season 
thanks to a $7,000 donation 
from the St. Joseph Lions to 
buy 18 lighted wreaths. Fund-
raising events during 2016 and 
2017 supported the purchase.

The new decorations arrived 
in June and then where hung 
by St. Joseph Firefighters. The 
Lions’ donation was added to a 
city fund to buy more decora-
tions. Many of the new decora-
tions can be seen along College 
Avenue S.

In addition to the new lights, 
Boy Scouts swapped out bulbs 
on the older decorations and 
replaced them with LEDs.

$7,000 
donation 
brightens 
downtown

contributed photo

St. Joseph Catholic school stu-
dents (left, clockwise) Sofija 
YounglaoTalic, Josie Eastman, 
Lizzie Hartman, Addie Blenk-
er, Elise Gramke, Jack Molus, 
Connor May and Mason Brill 
view items to fill shoeboxes 
for children at Place of Hope 
Ministries..

Christmas tree
collection is next week

Curbside collection of Christ-
mas trees will be Thursdays, Jan. 
3 and Jan. 10. 

Place the tree at the curb and 
remove all bags, stands and dec-
orations.

When it snows, shovel 
within 24 hours

St. Joseph city ordianance re-
quires that property owners need 
to clear snow and ice from side-
walks within 24 hours of a storm.

If the snow or ice is not 
cleared, the city will remove it 
and the owner will be charged for 
the service.

It’s against the law to push 
snow from driveways and side-
walks onto a public road.

Utility bills available 
by email in January

St. Joseph residents will have 
the option of receiving utility bills 
be email instead of mail starting 
with the January bill.

To receive email bills, create 
an account on the city’s website, 
www.cityofstjoseph.com. Click 
on the “Online Bill Pay” link.

Help prepare taxes
The Tri-CAP VITA (Volunteer 

Income Tax Assistance) is looking 
for volunteers to provide cus-
tomer service, prepare taxes and 
review taxes for filing. Training is 
provided and preparers become 
IRS certified.

Contact Tri-CAP at 320-251-
1612 or visit www.tricap.org/vol-
unteer.

Birthing center 
guides needed

St. Cloud Hospital is seeking 
volunteers for the Family Birth-
ing Center. Volunteers assist by 
welcoming expecting parents and 
families to the center and provid-
ing a basic introduction to the 
department. A script and training 
are provided for volunteers.  This 
opportunity is currently available 
on various weekday evenings and 
Saturday mornings.

Contact Volunteer Services 
at volunteer@centracare.com or 
320-255-5638.

Volunteers needed 
at St. Cloud VA 

The St. Cloud VA Health Care 
System needs volunteers for as-
signments throughout the health 
care system and demand for vol-
unteer assistance continues to 
grow.  

Call the Voluntary Service 
office at 320-255-6365 or email 
vhastcvavsstaff@va.gov.
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Larry Rudolph, Optician
306 Main St. E. 
St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380 
320-252-6924 Home

St. Stephen 
Optical 

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday

(formerly Index 53)

HappyHolidays!

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR
Auto Body 2000

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Joseph • 320-363-1116

CHIROPRACTOR
Exponential Chiropractic

Healing Center

103 College Ave. N • 320-363-4573
exponentialchiropractic.com

CHURCHES
Resurrection Lutheran, ELCA
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m. meal; 6:30 p.m. Worship

610 N. CR 2, St. Joseph
320-363-4232 www.rlcstjoe.org

St. Joseph Catholic Church
Masses: Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m.

Saturday 5 p.m.
Sunday 8 & 10 a.m.

St. Joseph • 320-363-7505
www.churchstjoseph.org

DENTISTRY
Drs. Styles, Cotton & Milbert

1514 E. Minnesota St.
St. Joseph • 320-363-7729

Laser Dentistry 
26 2nd Ave. NW

St. Joseph • 320-363-4468
ELECTRICAL 

HI-TEC Electric • St. Joseph
Residential • Commercial

Remodeling • General Services
320-363-8808 • 320-980-0514

EYECARE
Russell Eyecare & Associates
15 E. Minnesota St., Ste. 107 

St. Joseph • 320-433-4326

PUBLISHING
Von Meyer Publishing, Inc.

32 1st Ave. NW
St. Joseph • 320-363-7741

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

Call the St. Joseph Newsleader at 320-363-7741 
if you would like your business included. Check out the online Business Directory 

at thenewsleaders.com which hyperlinks to each business’ website.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

 

YOUR INDUSTRY
Your Business
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City • Phone • Website

Dr. Brian Koltes

ARLINGTON PLACE
ASSISTED LIVING

in St. Joseph
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

HOME HEALTH AIDE
3-11 p.m. & 4-9 p.m.

3-4 days/week
including every other weekend/holiday

 Duties include: daily personal 
care, grooming, dressing, 

light meal prep, medication 
administration and light to 

moderate housekeeping.
If interested please stop by 
for an application or call 

Kristi Plafcan at (320) 363-1313. 
21 16th Ave. SE 

St. Joseph, MN 56374

Full-time NOC Shift

PUBLIC NOTICES
STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEARNS

IN DISTRICT COURT
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

In Re: Estate of
Lawrence Earl Storms,
Deceased

Court File No. 73-PR-18-10232

ORDER AND NOTICE
OF HEARING ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL PROBATE
OF WILL AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE IN UNSUPERVISED AD-
MINISTRATION AND NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS AND CREDITORS:

It is Ordered and Notice is here-
by given that on the 11th day of 
Jan. 2019, at 8:45 o’clock a.m., a 
hearing will be held at the above 
named Court at St. Cloud, Minne-
sota, for the formal probate of an 
instrument purporting to be the 
Will of the above named decedent, 
dated Sept. 16, 2014, and for the 
appointment of Darrell J. Storms, 
whose address is 21722 County 
Road 44, Clearwater, Minnesota, 
55320, as personal representative 
of the estate of the above named 

decedent in unsupervised admin-
istration, and that any objections 
thereto must be filed with the 
Court. That, if proper, and no ob-
jections are filed, a personal rep-
resentative will be appointed to 
administer the estate, to collect all 
assets, pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, and sell real 
and personal property, and do all 
necessary acts for the estate.

Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said person-
al representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months 
after the date of this notice or said 
claims will be barred.

Dated: Dec. 7, 2018

John H. Scherer
Judge of District Court
                                                                                                            
George Lock
Court Administrator
 
Daniel A. Eller	                   #26438
Attorney at Law
2103 Frontage Road N. Suite 25
Waite Park, Minn. 56387
(320) 253-3700
daneller@ellerlaw.com

Publish: Dec. 14 and 28, 2018

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEARNS

IN DISTRICT COURT
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

In Re: Estate
of Delmar Arthur Rosha
Deceased

Court File No. 73-PR-18-10589

ORDER AND NOTICE
OF HEARING ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL PROBATE
OF WILL AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE IN UNSUPERVISED AD-
MINISTRATION AND NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS AND CREDITORS:

It is Ordered and Notice is hereby 
given that on the 18th day of Jan-
uary 2019, at 8:45 o’clock a.m., a 
hearing will be held at the above 
named Court at St. Cloud, Minne-
sota, for the formal probate of an 
instrument purporting to be the 
Will of the above named decedent, 
dated Aug. 7, 2018, and for the ap-
pointment of Brandon Jon Rosha, 
whose address is 20510 County 
Road 7, South Haven, Minnesota, 
55382, as personal representative 
of the estate of the above named 

decedent in unsupervised admin-
istration, and that any objections 
thereto must be filed with the 
Court. That, if proper, and no ob-
jections are filed, a personal rep-
resentative will be appointed to 
administer the estate, to collect all 
assets, pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, and sell real 
and personal property, and do all 
necessary acts for the estate.

Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said person-
al representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months 
after the date of this notice or said 
claims will be barred.

Dated: Dec. 12, 2018

William J. Cashman
Judge of District Court
                                                                                                            
George Lock
Court Administrator
 
Daniel A. Eller	                   #26438
Attorney at Law
2103 Frontage Road N. Suite 25
Waite Park, Minn. 56387
(320) 253-3700
daneller@ellerlaw.com

Publish: Dec. 14 and 28, 2018

CERTIFICATE
OF ASSUMED NAME

STATE OF MINNESOTA

Pursuant to Chapter 333, Min-
nesota Statutes, the undersigned, 
who is or will be conducting or 
transacting a commercial business 
in the State of Minnesota under an 
assumed name, hereby certifies:

1. The assumed name under which 
the business is or will be conduct-
ed is: TRP Auctions.

2. The stated address of the prin-
cipal place of business is or will 
be: 255 28th Ave. S., Waite Park, 
Minn. 56387.

3. The name and street address of 
all persons conducting business 
under the above assumed name in-
cluding any corporations that may 
be conducting this business: The 
Rusty Pick LLC, 311 28th Ave. S., 
Waite Park, Minn. 56387.

4. I certify I am authorized to sign 
this certificate and I further certify 
I understand by signing this certif-
icate, I am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in Minnesota 
Statutes Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this certificate under oath.

Dated: Aug. 8, 2018

Filed: Aug. 16, 2018

/s/ Todd Scott

Publish: Dec. 14 and 28, 2018

If you have a tip concerning a crime, 
call the St. Joseph Police Department 
at 320-363-8250 or Tri-County Crime 
Stoppers at 320-255-1301 or access 
its tip site at tricountycrimestoppers.
org. Crime Stoppers offers rewards 
up to $1,000 for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of those 
responsible for a crime

Dec. 2
3:14 p.m. No-pay customer. Super-
America, Birch Street W. A custom-
er left without paying. The driver 
was contacted, said it was an over-
sight and returned to the business to 
pay for fuel.

Dec. 4
4:55 p.m. Collision. CR 75 and CR 
133. Driver one was attempting to 
merge onto CR 75 when she was 
rear-ended by driver two. There 
were no injuries.

 Dec. 6
6:23 a.m. No-pay customer. Super-
America, Birch Street W. A custom-
er pumped gas and left without pay-
ing. The customer was contacted 
and made arrangements to pay for 
the fuel.

Blotter

CORRECTION
to the Dec. 14 Holiday Greeting page

We hope your holidays abound with good cheer and good things!
ST. JOSEPH ROD & GUN CLUB

Duane Scepaniak, president
P.O. Box 374, St. Joseph • 320-251-2881

www.stjoerodandgunclub.org

A St. Joseph student was award-
ed a degree during fall semester 
commencement ceremonies at Min-
nesota State University, Mankato on 
Dec. 15. Shannon Beckl, earned a 
bachelor’s degree in nursing.

People
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81
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

SINCE 1938
ST. STEPHEN, MN 56375
320-251-1202

Now 
Hiring 

Drivers & 
Assistants!

 

162 
YEARS SERVING

THE 
COMMUNITY

320-363-7100
104 Chapel Lane, St. Joseph, MN 56374-0220

Join Us
for

Worship!

134
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

ST. JOSEPH MUTUAL
INSURANCE CO.

13 W. Minnesota St. • St. Joseph, MN 56374
PHONE: 320-363-4144

A Local Member-Owned Company Serving Farms and Homes Since 1885

65
YEARS SERVING

THE 
COMMUNITY

St. Joseph Rod & Gun Club
Box 374, 

St. Joseph, MN 56374
320-363-8803

www.stjoerodandgunclub.org

114
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

www.mysentrybank.com
St. Joseph • St. Cloud West • St. Cloud Downtown • St. Stephen

Member FDIC

98
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

1500 Elm St. E.
St. Joseph, MN

OPEN 
24 

HOURS

YEAR INReview

2018

43
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

Dr. Joseph Styles, Dr. Curt Cotton & Dr. Kelsey Milbert
1514 E. Minnesota St., St. Joseph • 320-363-7729

Drs. Styles, Cotton 
& Milbert

Doctors of Dentistry

50
YEARS SERVING

THE 
COMMUNITY

FLORAL ARTS
Established 1968

307 1st Ave NE, St Joseph
320-363-7705

www.floralartsmn.com

67
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

Scherer Trucking
P.O. Box 178

St. Joseph
 (320) 363-8846

www.scherertrucking.com

Waste & Recycling Services

320-252-9608 • republicservices.com

34
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

speaking out and planning ac-
tion after white nationalist post-
ers appeared on main streets 
in St. Joseph last week. About 
two dozen members of Cultural 
Bridges, a group formed more 
than a year ago to help immi-
grants, plans to ask the St. Jo-
seph City Council to support a 
resolution affirming St. Joseph 
as a welcoming community.

It’s been nearly two months 
since the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Public Safety launched 
the text-to-911 service state-
wide. But since the service has 
been active, law enforcement 
throughout Stearns County 
have seen limited use of the 
technology.

Feb. 2 edition
Members of the St. Joseph 

Catholic Parish, thanks to the 
Knights of Columbus, raised 
and donated nearly $3,000 to 
help repair a school in Puerto 
Rico that was devastated by 
Hurricane Maria last fall.

Sen. Michelle Fischbach 
(R-Paynesville), president of 
the Minnesota Senate, now 
serves as the state’s lieutenant 
governor following Gov. Mark 
Dayton’s appointment of Tina 
Smith to fill the U.S. Senate seat 
vacated by Al Franken.

Feb. 9 edition
About 75 residents and stu-

dents packed the Feb. 5 St. 
Joseph City Council meeting to 
ask the council to pass a reso-
lution declaring St. Joseph “a 
welcoming and inclusive com-
munity.”

For area fishing enthusiasts, 
it’s time to get your jiggle sticks 
ready for the annual St. Joseph 
Rod and Gun Club fishing con-
test. The 25th annual ice fish-
ing contest will be held from 
noon- 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
17 on Kraemer Lake.

Feb. 16 edition
Students at Kennedy Com-

munity school are learning 
some mouse trivia such as the 
average mouse will breathe 163 
times each minute, their tails 
have scales on them that help 
them climb and they can make 
their own vitamin C as they 
participate in the One District, 
One Book program.

Shoppers have a chance to 
check out new gift ideas at the 
recently “re-imagined” Whitby 
Gift Shop which opened Feb. 
16.

Feb. 23 edition
Taxes? Regulation? Land 

rights and zoning? Lifestyle 
changes? Benefits? Government 
overreach? These were just a 
few of the concerns and ques-
tions 60-80 St. Joseph Town-
ship citizens had for the mem-
bers of the St. Joseph City 
Council during the Feb. 15 open 
meeting dealing with the Or-
derly Annexation Agreement. 
But layered underneath the 
questions and statements was 
another message and it came 

through loud and clear. We 
don’t trust government.

Assistant Fire Chief Justin 
Honer recently hung up his fire 
gear and retired from the St. Jo-
seph Volunteer Fire Department 
after 21 years of service.

March 2 edition
A memorial fundraiser 

dubbed Denim to Diamonds 
will raise money for Terebinth 
Refuge, an organization that is 
helping victims of sex traffick-
ing in central Minnesota. 

March 9 edition
The city of St. Joseph will 

formally ask the state of Minne-
sota to pay half the $3 million 
cost of a pedestrian underpass 
under CR 75, according to May-
or Rick Schultz. State bonding 
money would pay half the cost 
while the 1/2 –cent sales tax 
would pay the rest.

Construction will begin soon 
on a 17-unit residential and re-
tail complex on College Avenue 
North. Developers of 24 North 
Lofts said Tuesday, March 6, 
that after four years of plan-
ning, the project will be a re-
ality.

March 16 edition
A community problem that 

advocates say is largely hidden 
will soon get a highly visible 
solution. Pathways 4 Youth, a 
resource center founded by cen-
tral Minnesota’s Rotary clubs, 
plans an open house from 4-7 
p.m. March 20. The center, 203 
Cooper Ave. N., Suite 206, St. 
Cloud will open for clients the 
week of March 26.

March 23 edition
St. John’s Prep students are 

‘walking up’ after participat-
ing in a nationwide #Never-
Again movement walkout event 
to honor the victims of the 
Parkland school shooting in 
Florida.  Students nationwide, 
including St. John’s Prep stu-
dents, participated March 14 
in a walkout a month after the 
killing of 17 students and staff 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Fla.

Local breweries such as The 
Bad Habit Brewing Co. are en-
joying some of the benefits of 
the passage of recent H.R. 1 Tax 
Cuts Jobs Act. Included with 
the passage of the act was the 
Craft Beverage Modernization 
and Tax Reform Act, which 
helps lower the federal excise 
tax for breweries, wineries and 
distilled-spirits producers

March 30 edition
Many local residents re-

ceived a special Easter basket 
from the St. Joseph Y2K Lions 
Club when members filled and 
delivered 49 baskets to children 
and adults with special needs 
who live in the area. 

The St. John’s Preparato-
ry School math team recently 
earned first-place in the Beta 
class at the Minnesota State 
High School Mathematics 
League tournament March 12 
at South St. Paul High School.

April 6 edition
The constant thump, thump, 

thump of tires crossing cracks 
felt by drivers on CR 75 will 

end after a massive resurfacing 
project scheduled this summer.

Mayor Rick Schultz swore 
in five new police reserve offi-
cers at the April 2 City Council 
meeting.

April 13 edition
St. Joseph Police Chief Joel 

Klein urged business leaders 
April 11, to develop a plan 
for active threats.  Klein spoke 
at the St. Joseph Chamber of 
Commerce meeting a week af-
ter an attack occurred at the 
YouTube headquarters in San 
Bruno, Calif.

A total of 16 building per-
mits were issued in St. Joseph 
in 2017, according to statistics 
compiled by the Central Minne-
sota Builders Association.  All 
the permits were for single-fam-
ily, detached homes.

April 20 edition
Business and education lead-

ers in Sartell, Sauk Rapids and 
St. Cloud are in the early stages 
of launching a program that 
will teach high school seniors 
to be entrepreneurs. Called 
Great River CEO, the program 
will welcome its first students 
in fall 2019.

More than 300 people braved 
the spring snowstorm April 14 
for the St. Joseph Community 
Showcase at Kennedy Commu-
nity School.

April 27 edition
The St. Joseph city attorney 

is investigating claims made 
against St. Joseph Police Chief 
Joel Klein after the City Coun-
cil voted to keep him on paid 
administrative leave.  The City 
Council met in a closed session 
April 23 to consider allegations 
made against Klein.  Klein was 
placed on leave April 19.

Four Kennedy Community 
School eighth-graders, troubled 
by social issues in their school 
and in the world at large, de-
cided to take action. The result, 
a day informally named Project 
Kindness.

May 4 edition
Several significant busi-

ness and commercial plans are 
changing the look of downtown 
St. Joseph. Construction is un-
derway on the long-planned 24 
North Lofts project. Across the 
street the old city hall could 
have a new owner. Aaron Ri-
eland of Bad Habit Brewing 
is negotiating with the city of 
St. Joseph to buy the building. 
Yhere’s a new restaurant called 
Grilled Cravings and Quality Ice 
Cream set to open at 118 First 
Ave. NW.

The St. Joseph City Coun-
cil is accepting applications to 
fill a newly created vacancy. 
Council member Matt Killam 
resigned at the end of April. 
He is moving out of the area. 
The city is accepting applica-
tions until 3 p.m. Friday, May 
11. The council will interview 
applicants and aim to swear in 
the new member at the June 4 
meeting.

May 11 edition
Opening fishing for wall-

eye, northern, bass and others 

2018
from front page

2018 • page 5
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Mixture of open, wooded and rolling land.
$309,000 - $319,000

260th Street - Collegeville/Wakefield Townships

Call Jon Petters 320-363-7656
Collegevillebrokerage.com

Five 40-acre Lots for Sale

St. Joseph Lions Club Annual

‘CHICKEN & HAM’ DINNER
Friday, Jan. 18 from 4:30-7:30 p.m.

Sal’s Bar & Grill
109 W. Minnesota St., St. Joseph

Children under 10 are $5 at the door

$10 per plate

students how to bid in an auc-
tion and to think about their 
purchase before raising their 
hands. Students then bid on 
gifts not knowing the contents 
of the gift.

"It’s fun to raise your pad-
dle for stuff, even if you don’t 
know what’s in the bag," said 
eighth-grader Sam Rosenbloom, 
daughter of Glenn Werner from 
St. Joseph, who bought a cake 
pop maker, chocolate and soda 
can fizzy candy. "There’s a lot of 
energy during the auction, there’s 
always a lot of energy in our middle 
school."

St. John's Prep middle school 
science teacher Bob Ellenbecker, 
from St. Joseph, said the auction 
is a lot of fun because the students 
enjoy the auction atmosphere.

"The mystery of the wrapped 
gifts and gift bags make it very ex-
citing," he said." They don’t know 
what they are going to get."

Proceeds from the auction were 
used to fill the wish lists of two fam-

ilies at Anna Marie's Alliance. Stu-
dents shopped with the wish lists to 
find presents to help those families 
have a better Christmas. Gifts on the 
wish lists included clothing, toilet-
ries, toys and electronics.

St. Joseph Catholic School stu-
dents shared the spirit of Christmas 
with the school's annual Advent 
boxes service project.

Students collected and filled 
shoeboxes with donated items and 
gave the boxes to Place of Hope 
Ministries in St. Cloud, an organi-
zation that helps homeless people 
in the area.

Second-grade teacher Betty 
Pundsack has helped coordinate the 
project for many years.

Items were collected in bins 
during the school's common prayer 
times during the season of Advent, 
or the four weeks before Christmas.

During the final week of school 
before Christmas, students put the 
items into shoeboxes according to 
age/gender groups. The shoeboxes 
were then delivered to Place of 
Hope Ministries. 

Anna Marie's Alliance provides 
safety for battered women and chil-
dren in a nine-county region.

Area
from front page

McIntyre chosen as runner-up
in 'Live United' essay contest
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

Kennedy Community School 
fifth-grader Lane McIntyre 
strives to make a positive im-
pact for other people around 
him. He recently took time to 
write his thoughts about how 
he does so on paper when he 
entered the United Way "Live 
United" Essay Contest.

Because McIntyre's ideas 
were a positive example of 
how to "Live United," he was 
chosen as a runner-up in the 
contest.

"I was so happy to see Lane 
win this essay," said Kristin 
Sowada, McIntyre's homeroom 
teacher. "He did a very nice 
job writing his essay, but the 
best part is he lives it. He is an 
amazing young man."

This is the winning essay 
that McIntyre submitted for 
the contest.

"How do I help others and 
be a positive impact? I help 
pick up things at Scouts, even 
if other kids are playing games 
or something. I also help by 
not talking too much about 
something. I love trains, but 
most of my friends around me 
like sports, so I talk with them 
about sports too. I also behave 
properly. That really helps my 
teachers and classmates. I am 
always a positive thinker and 
honest at all times. I try to al-
ways follow my school's mot-
to: Be kind, safe, and respon-
sible. That is how I make a 
positive impact."

McIntyre's mother, Suzy 
McIntyre, attended her son's 
award ceremony Dec. 6.

"Lane was so surprised 
when he found out he had 
won," she said. "He was just 
beaming. Lane works hard to 
always try to do the right thing 
and to be a friend to those 
who are especially in need of 
a friend."

"We are all so proud of 
Lane's accomplishment," said 
Laurie Putnam, principal. "He 
is a thoughtful young man who 
is also a skilled writer. He rep-

resents our school community 
well, and I am sure he will go 
far in his future."

McIntyre's sister, Kayla, is a 
third-grader at Kennedy Com-
munity School.

Jill Lenzmeier from the Unit-
ed Way said McIntyre's essay 
was chosen from 622 essays 
from 19 schools from around 
central Minnesota. There was 
one grand-prize winner and 14 
runners-up selected.

Lenzmeier said the winners 
selected best expressed how 
they "Live United."

Essay contest requirements 
included incorporating the 
"Live United" theme in the 
essay, using no more than 100 
words, being a fifth-grader and 
living within the United Way 
of Central Minnesota service 
area. 

McIntyre and other run-
ners-up winners received a $75 
VISA gift card and the grand-
prize winner received a $200 
VISA gift card.

contributed photo

Kennedy Community School fifth-grader Lane 
McIntyre (right) and his mother, Suzy McIntyre, 
at the school shortly after Lane was recognized 
for being chosen as a runner-up in the United 
Way "Live United" Essay Contest.

Located in Coborn’s on  
Pine Cone Road, Sartell
 
Open 7am-7pm, 7 days of the week, 
including most holidays

• Minor illnesses
• Minor injuries
•  Vaccinations

Services available for patients 18 months+ 

320-200-3200 Live chat with us at  
centracare.com/connect

CALL

Text CARE to 
320-287-WELL

TEXT CHAT

QUESTIONS? Contact CentraCare Connect

Convenient,  
walk-in care now 
available in Sartell!
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23
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

For all your trucking transportation
needs U.S., Canada & WORLDWIDE!

Now interviewing for OTR Drivers!
Phone: 320-363-6999

8505 Ridgewood Road - St. Joseph, MN
www.brennytransportation.com

23
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

29
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

TMT Integrity Flooring LLC
          • Installation 
          • Sand & Finish 
          • Restoration

  320-363-7926
www.floorguy.net

YEAR INReview

2018

17 
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

320-363-1116
St. Joseph 

(Behind Coborn’s 
in Industrial Park)

 

17
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

2395 Troop Drive, #101
Sartell 

320-252-6191

www.lawsonfamilydental.com

www.PineConeVisionCenter.com

15
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

2180 Troop Drive
Sartell

320-258-3915

www.sartellkids.com

11
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

151 19th Street S. 
Sartell

320-229-2222

www.welchdentalcare.com

7
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

151 19th Street S. Ste. B Sartell
320 229-2233

24
YEARS IN
BUSINESS P.O. Box 324 • 32 1st Ave. N.W. • St. Joseph, MN • 320-363-7741

IA Insurance Partnership
AUTO • HOME • HEALTH • BUSINESS

Courtney and Chris

320-363-0007
26 E. BIRCH ST.

ST. JOSEPH

23
YEARS IN
BUSINESS

opens May 12. One of the lat-
est ice-out dates predicted for 
a number of Minnesota lakes 
this year had many wondering 
if there would be an opener 
until a recent stretch of warm 
weather freed local lakes of ice 
last week.

The St. Joseph City Council 
learned they have been doing 
a pretty good job of keeping 
revenues and expenses in check 
at their regular May 5 meet-
ing. Janel Bitzan of BerganKDV 
summarized the 134-page audit  
giving the council the high-
lights which included a surplus 
balance of unrestricted net po-
sition amounting to $2,967,863. 
After deducting for the gov-
ernmental enterprise indebted-
ness, the balance still showed a 
positive balance of $1,150,122.

May 18 edition
The St. Joseph City Council 

appointed Anne Buckvold to 
the council’s vacant seat at a 
special meeting May 17. Buck-
vold was one of eight people 
who applied for the vacancy 
created when Matt Killam re-
signed at the end end of April. 
Buckvold was elected on a 4-0 
vote. 

The Church of St. Joseph 
Catholic church quilters have 
been busy stitching for the an-
nual July Fourth parish festival 
and have much to show for 
their hard work.  The array of 
quilts to be auctioned this year 
will include 21 queen-sized and 
17 baby quilts.

May 25 edition
Managers for Republic Ser-

vices presented St. Joseph City 
Council members with options 
for improving the twice-yearly 
refuse pickups after some res-
idents created larger-than-ex-
pected piles of trash last 
week.  Some of the excess re-
fuse may be coming from peo-
ple who live outside the city.

A St. Joseph woman’s effort 
to raise awareness about gun vi-
olence got another boost at the 
May 21 St. Joseph City Council 
meeting. The council voted 4-0 
to recognize June 1 as National 
Gun Violence Awareness Day.
Cindy Abercrombie told council 
members more than 20 local 
businesses have agreed to use 
orange lighting on June 1 to 
support the gun safety issue.

June 1 edition
Michelle Fischbach’s resig-

nation from the Minnesota Sen-
ate means there will be a spe-
cial election this fall for Senate 
District 13. Fischbach resigned 
May 25 and took the oath of 
office for lieutenant governor, 
a post she’s legally held since 
January. Current District 13A 
Rep. Jeff Howe announced May 
29 that he will run in the spe-
cial election to fill Fischbach’s 
Senate seat.

American Legion Post 328 
has been the proud sponsor of 
a Legion baseball team for 28 

years, according to Pat Schnei-
der. But that sponsorship of 
Legion ball may come to an 
end soon. Mike Staller, who 
has been involved in the Legion 
ball program for four years and 
is the Legion liaison for the 
baseball team, has been having 
some difficulty in rounding up 
guys who are willing to commit 
to playing.

June 15 edition
Margaret Molus is not a per-

son who enjoys being the center 
of attention but instead prefers 
to be volunteering where help 
is needed at local functions. Be-
cause of her many years of 
helping with local causes and 
serving others, Molus was se-
lected to be the grand marshal 
for the Fourth of July parade, 
organized by the St. Joseph 
Lions Club.

It took a half hour of dis-
cussion in a closed session at 
the end of the June 4 regular 
meeting for the St. Joseph City 
Council to come to the decision 
to accept the resignation of 
Police Chief Joel Klein.  May-
or Rick Schultz read from a 
prepared statement and took 
no questions dealing with the 
investigation or the council de-
cision after the meeting citing 
the Minnesota Data Practices 
Act which protects private data.

June 29 edition
The St. Joseph City Council 

chose Dwight Pfannenstein as 
the new chief of police at its 
June 18 meeting after wrestling 
with the question of whether or 
not the position should be post-
ed and more applicants solicit-
ed. The council made the offer 
on the condition Pfannenstein 
announce publicly that he’s 
withdrawing as a candidate for 
Stearns County sheriff.

The Stearns County Board 
voted June 26 to deny a con-
ditional-use permit for a 
trap-shooting range in St. Jo-
seph Township. After a June 
20 public hearing, the Planning 
Commission recommended the 
county board deny the condi-
tional-use permit. 

July 13 edition
Frustrated by lack of action 

on annexation, the St. Joseph 
City Council issued an ultima-
tum to St. Joseph Township at 
its meeting July 2: either act 
on previous promises or face 
legal action and enforcement 
of the entire orderly annexation 
agreement.

New St. Joseph Police Chief 
Dwight Dwight Pfannenstein 
took the oath of office from 
Mayor Rick Schultz at the July 
2 city council meeting. Pfan-
nenstein replaces Joel Klein 
who resigned May 31 in the 
midst of an investigation of a 
complaint against him.

July 27 edition
A crowd of about 200 St. Jo-

seph Township residents gath-
ered in the AMI Auction Facility 
on July 17 for a public hearing 
on what was going to become 
of the township and how it 
might change and affect them. 
The St. Joseph Township Board 

voted 3-0 to accept the resolu-
tion for designation of an area 
for immediate annexation.

Aug. 10 edition
A recent run of vandalism at 

two city parks has cost the city 
of St. Joseph thousands of dol-
lars for repairs and has led   to 
a cutback in services.  Fixing 
damage to the restrooms at the 
Wobegon trailhead cost about 
$8,000 to repair. Vandals dam-
aged the fixtures, electric heat-
er, a hand dryer and power 
outlets.

Local races on the ballot for 
the Tuesday, Aug. 14, prima-
ry election include choosing 
a new Stearns County sheriff 
and electing St. Cloud school 
district board members. For the 
first time in 16 years, there’s no 
incumbent sheriff on the ballot. 
Four men have filed for the 
office and the primary will nar-
row the field to two candidates.

Aug. 24 edition
The St. Joseph City Council 

tackled the city budget for 2019 
at the Aug. 20 meeting. This is 
the first in a series of budget 
discussions that will take place 
over the coming months. 

Steve Soyka and Dave Ben-
trud will compete for Stearns 
County sheriff in the Nov. 6 
general election. Voters chose 
Soyka and Bentrud from a 
four-candidate field in the Aug 
14 primary election. Soyka fin-
ished with 7,346 votes followed 
by Bentrud with 6,335 votes, 
Robert Dickhaus with 4,112 
votes and Dwight Pfannenstein 
with 1,115.

Sept. 7 edition
As students head back to 

school this week, teachers and 
administrators received their 
own report cards on student 
performance. The state Depart-
ment of Education released the 
latest performance scores based 
on five indicators – achieve-
ment and progress on state 
reading and math tests over 
time, progress toward English 
language proficiency, gradua-
tion rates and consistent atten-
dance.

St. Joseph’s new comprehen-
sive plan took one more step 
toward final approval with a 
unanimous vote of the planning 
commission Aug. 27. The plan 
replaces the 2008 document. 

Sept. 21 edition
It’s always fun to uncover 

buried treasures, but for Andy 
Loso, president of the St. Jo-
seph Historical Society, a recent 
discovery of a buried church 
mural was especially interest-
ing. While renovating the vest-
ing Sacristy, workers uncovered 
a painting that was part of the 
mural at the St. Joseph Catholic 
Church.

Despite a rough winter that 
threatened never to end, spring 
and summer were sweet, sweet 
seasons for Shelly Carlson and 
her family. In spring, the sap 
from their maple trees was low 
in water content but very high 
in sugar density. During the 
Minnesota State Fair, the family 
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OpinionOpinion

The ideas expressed in the letters to the editor and of the 
guest columnists do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Newsleaders.

Letters to the editor may be sent to news@thenewslead-
ers.com or mail to 1622 11th Ave. SE., St. Cloud, MN 56304. 
Deadline is noon Monday. Include your full name for publication 
(and address and phone number for verification only.) Letters 
must be 350 words or less. We reserve the right to edit for space.

Our View
Protect voter’s
secret ballot Mike 

Knaak
Editor

Not all shoppers are created equal

Vaping devices aren’t harmless; ban them

The secret ballot may not be so secret if Minnesota’s 
presidential preference primary goes ahead as planned.

The presidential primary law requires separate 
ballots for each political party, requires that all voters 
disclose to election officials the party ballot they choose 
and makes that data public record.

The primary will take place on the first Tuesday in 
March 2020. The presidential primary will not replace 
the primary for all other races conducted in August. 
The August primary and the November general elec-
tions would still be conducted without recording a 
party preference.

Unlike some states, Minnesotans don’t register to 
vote with a party preference. Even in primary elec-
tions, all parties’ candidates are on the same ballot so 
a voter’s party preference remains a secret. Publicly 
available election data only records your name, age, 
when and where you voted, not what party or candi-
date you vote for.

That tradition of privacy should be protected.
For years, Minnesotans have used precinct caucuses 

as the first step in choosing a presidential candidate. 
At the caucuses, delegates are chosen for district and 
eventually state political conventions. With the addi-
tion of the primary, caucuses will continue to conduct 
other party nominations and business, but parties 
would be bound by presidential primary results.

Precinct caucuses are run by the parties and when 
you attend, you have to pledge to support the party’s 
principles. But the presidential primary is run by the 
state and paid for by taxpayers.

There are several options for conducting the prima-
ry while keeping voters’ choices secret.

Secretary of State Steve Simon wants to conduct the 
presidential primary by mail.

Simon argues that under a mail balloting system, 
which is supported by counties and municipalities 
throughout Minnesota, every person registered to vote 
would receive by mail a ballot for the presidential 
nominating contest. To cast a ballot, voters would then 
be required to fill out and return their mail ballot by 
the day determined for the presidential primary. This 
would be functionally the same as those who chose to 
vote from home during the 2014, ‘16, or ‘18 election 
cycles.

Vote by mail could save millions of dollars in elec-
tion administration costs, would allow voters to choose 
their party preference in the privacy of their own home, 
and has been shown in other states to increase voter 
participation.

“There is no good reason to require public disclo-
sure of voters’ party preferences,” Simon said. “Min-
nesota’s voter registration system has never required 
a voter to state a party affiliation. Minnesota does not 
need to change a system that has worked so well for us 
for so many years.”

When the law was passed, the governor and both 
political parties supported collecting party preference 
data saying the national parties would not support the 
election outcome without it. The parties will find out 
who voted for their candidates and also who voted for 
the other party’s candidates.

A more costly way to protect privacy would be to 
include all parties’ candidates on a single ballot as 
is done with the August primary for local, state and 
federal races. All voters would receive the same ballot.

Either solution is preferable to capturing a voter’s 
party choice. The presidential primary law appears to 
be a back-door way of recording voters’ party prefer-
ences.

Contact your state legislators and urge them to work 
with Simon to change the law and protect Minneso-
tans’ secret ballot. Public disclosure should not be a 
part of the presidential primary law.

There’s shopping and then there’s 
SHOPPING. The definition depends on 
what you mean by shopping.

I’m more of a lower-case shopper. 
By that I mean I go shopping when I 
need a specific item. So I’m more of a 
buyer than a shopper.,

I’m definitely not a SHOPPER…
someone who likes to check out prod-
ucts and dream about what they’d buy 
and sometimes actually buy some-
thing.

Of course, both types of shop-
ping has changed as online shopping 
threatens actual stores.

This year on Cyber Monday…
the Monday after Black Friday…U.S. 
shoppers spent about $7.9 billion, up 
almost 20 percent over 2017.

Will online stories ever replace tra-
ditional brick-and-mortar businesses? I 
don’t think so.

Online works great for buying com-
modities…items that are the same 
from store to store. For example, ton-
er, paper and other business supplies. 
Or specific name-brand items with the 
same product number such as power 
tools.

Entertainment products are great 
online purchases because no matter 
how big the music store or book sell-
er, brick and mortar stores can’t match 
the endless selection available online. 
It’s easy to read a book on a Kindle, 
but I prefer turning the pages of a book 
I can hold in my hand and add to my 
library.

When I taught photojournalism, 

students would frequently ask me 
about what camera to buy.

I would answer by asking them 
questions about how they planned to 
use the camera now and in the future 
and how much money they had to 
spend. Students were often attracted 
to “deals” available online.

Buying a camera online can be 
tricky. First, just like a pair of shoes or 
a new car, you want to get the “feel” 
of the camera. There’s no way to do 
that online. You need to visit a camera 
store. If you are going to buy online, 
make sure you know the EXACT make 
and model of the camera you want be-
fore purchasing.

My favorite camera store is B and H 
in New York City. They offer just about 
every camera, photo accessory, audio 
and video gear ever made. And their 
prices are very competitive. I’ve or-
dered many products from them. But 
beginning to shop online for a camera 
at B and H or any other online store is 
pretty daunting.

If you are ever in New York City, 
visit their retail store on Ninth Avenue 
where you’ll find you can touch and 
choose from thousands of products.

I can’t imagine buying a television 

online although there are apparently 
great deals to be found. I want to com-
pare pictures side by side. The best 
place to do that is at a Best Buy store, 
not Best Buy online.

Recently, I’ve seen ads for buying 
a car online from Carvana. You can 
search for the car and price you want 
to pay and make the purchase. You’ve 
got to be kidding. Drive a car without 
sitting in it, without driving it, without 
testing the controls?

Carvana promises a seven-day “test 
own” period so you can return it if you 
don’t like it. No thanks.

There’s at least one brick-and-mor-
tar store that I’m pretty sure will never 
be replaced by online shopping. That’s 
Crafts Direct in Waite Park.

During the holiday season, I accom-
panied my wife who was SHOPPING 
for yarn. The store features tens of 
thousands of products spread across 
32 aisles and 40,000 square feet.

Where else can you find an aisle 
marker for EYES?

There’s no way an online shopping 
experience could replace browsing 
the selections. As I followed my wife 
around, I assumed the posture of the 
other small number of men in the store 
by walking slowly with my hands in 
my pockets.

As we approached the corral that 
leads to the 10 cashiers, I checked out 
the items along the way. I found bags 
of pretzels and an iPhone holder for 
my bike.

I almost became a SHOPPER.

These disgusting e-cigarettes re-
mind me of the “candy cigarettes” 
we kids bought at Hackert’s Grocery 
Store some years before we turned on 
to the real thing – tobacco cigarettes.

I sometimes wonder if those candy 
cigarettes were a “gateway” device 
that led me later to the real ones.

The candy smokes looked like thin 
chalk sticks with red tips that were 
supposed to mimic the ash flare of 
a real cigarette. After pretending to 
smoke them, we would chew them 
up. They tasted like wintergreen.

It wasn’t long before we kids and 
our friends began filching real ciga-
rettes at home and smoking them on 
the sly in our garage clubhouse. Sad 
to say, I was hooked on smokes when 
I was 12. My older brother, too. He 
was 14. We thought we were so cool, 
puffing away in the house when the 
parents were gone, listening to our 45 
rpm records while smoking our fool 
heads off. Dumb!

The smartest thing I ever did was 
to quit smoking, cold turkey, 10 years 
ago. The dumbest thing I ever did? 
Started smoking. My lungs are still 
damaged. I often gasp and wheeze 
like an old emphysema victim. I’ve 
often said, if I – a chain-smoking 
nicotine fiend for years – could quit 
smoking, anybody can. The first three 
days after quitting were rough: kick-
ing furniture, panic attacks, cursing, 
howling at the moon. But, I repeat, 
anybody can quit. Just make up your 
mind, get stubborn and then do it! If 
you fail, do it again!

These insidious vaping devices 

(oh, they look so innocent, so be-
nign) are supposed to help people 
quit smoking, and they are marketed 
as a safe alternative to tobacco. They 
are not. They deliver nicotine to the 
bloodstream, and nicotine is addic-
tive.

It is so discouraging to hear these 
vaping devices are a hit with young 
people. According to one report, al-
most 40 percent of high-school se-
niors had tried vaping, and about 21 
percent said they vape quite often.

The hip name for vaping is Juul-
ing, which derives from a popular 
brand of e-cigarettes, Juul.

I’d bet a lot of these Juulers will 
graduate to smoking real cigarettes 
by and by. What’s most disgusting is 
that e-cigs are marketed with children 
in mind. The vapes have candy-like 
flavors – cherry, melon, vanilla.

Sales by the Juul company in-
creased by nearly 650 percent from 
2016 to 2017, and vaping among teens 
is now a virtual epidemic. The vapor 
they inhale from the e-cigarettes con-
tains nicotine and who knows how 
many  damaging toxins? The research 
so far is far from conclusive as to just 
how safe they are. On the contrary, 
some respected research now shows 

that e-cigs deliver carcinogens into 
the body.

According to Juul, each vapor pod 
for an e-cigarette delivers nicotine 
that is the equivalent of one pack of 
cigarettes – about 200 puffs. Safe? 
Not by a long shot.

Many parents don’t know their 
children are vaping. E-cigs don’t pro-
duce the pungent odors of tobacco 
cigarettes, and the devices them-
selves resemble those small, thumb-
sized flash drives for computers.

According to a magazine article 
I read recently, when confronted by 
her mother about Juuling, an 18-year-
old girl said the activity is “fun and 
pretty.” She said she and her friends 
love to sit around and blow smoke 
rings with the vapor. We kids and our 
friends indulged in the same dopey 
ritual: seeing who could produce the 
neatest smoke rings, which we did 
by making a tight O with our lips and 
then tapping the side of our cheeks 
with forefinger. Dumb!

There should be stringent, enforce-
able restrictions placed on vaping 
devices. Current age and access re-
strictions are obviously not working 
because so many young people are 
indulging in the habit.

Vaping devices and their pods 
should be subject to the same restric-
tions required to purchase tobacco 
products and alcohol. Better yet, their 
use should be strictly limited, via pre-
scription, for those who smoke real 
cigarettes and hope to wean them-
selves off of killer cigs. Or even better 
yet: Ban the dumb things.
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St. Joseph, MN 56374
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AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 

Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 
and Newer. Competitive Offer! 
Nationwide FREE Pick Up! Call 
Now For a Free Quote! 888-
366-5659! (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERI-
TAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-
977-7030 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, 

Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 
60 MB per second speed No 
contract or commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. Un-
limited Voice. Call 1-855-577-
7502 (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As 14.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

DIRECTV CHOICE All-In-
cluded Package. Over 185 
Channels! ONLY $45/month 
(for 24 mos.) Call Now- Get 
NFL Sunday Ticket FREE! 
CALL 1-844-245-2232 Ask Us 
How To Bundle & Save! (MCN)

Viasat Satellite Internet. 
Up to 12 Mbps Plans start-
ing at $30/month. Our Fastest 
Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) & 
Unlimited Data Plans Start at 
$100/month. Call Viasat today! 
1-855-445-5297 (MCN)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels   $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free 

Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Call 1-855-434-
0020 (MCN)

E M P L OY M E N T / H E L P 
WANTED

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call for Your 
Free Author’s Guide 1-855-520-
9045 (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Over $10K in debt? Be debt 

free in 24-48 months. Pay a 
fraction of what you owe. A+ 
BBB rated. Call National Debt 
Relief 855-995-1557. (MCN)

Behind on your MORTGAGE? 
Denied a Loan Modification? 
Bank threatening foreclosure? 
CALL Homeowner Protection 
Services now! New laws are in 
effect that may help. Call Now 
1-800-496-4918 (MCN)

Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of foreclosure? We 
can help stop your home from 
foreclosure. The Foreclosure 
Defense helpline can help save 
your home. The Call is ab-
solutely free. 1-800-217-0828 
(MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer Sale: 102″X24′ 

4-Place Snowmobile trailer 15″ 
tires, 3k torsion axles, Com-

bo salt shield- Drive off-ramp 
(Hold-Over) $4,799.00; Triton 
2018 TC128 Enclosed 2-Place 
Snowmobile trailers, three 
colors (Light hail) $4,599.00; 
2019 H&H 6’X12′ V-nose ramp 
door $3,099.00 (Spare $49.00); 
16,000 & 20,000 lb. Gravity tilt 
bumper-pull 83″X16’+4′ skid-
loader trailers. 515-972-4554 
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.
com for information & pric-
es!!!!! (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Seniors & Disabled GET 

HELP NOW! One Button Med-
ical Alert. We will be there 
when falls, fires & emergencies 
happen. 24/7 Protection. Low 
Monthly Cost with Free Ship-
ping and Free Activation. Call 
1-844-646-5592 today for more 
information. (MCN)

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health 
Link. Price Match Guarantee! 
Prescriptions Required. CIPA 
Certified. Over 1500 medica-
tions available. CALL Today 
For A Free Price Quote. 1-866-
710-6889 Call Now! (MCN)

Start Saving BIG On Med-
ications! Up To 90% Savings 
from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 
Medications Available! Pre-
scriptions Req’d. Pharmacy 
Checker Approved. CALL To-
day for Your FREE Quote. 844-
903-1317. (MCN)

**STOP STRUGGLING ON 
THE STAIRS** Give your life 
a lift with an ACORN STAIR-
LIFT! Call now for $250 OFF 
your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-866-
972-4597 (MCN)

Life Alert. 24/7. One press 
of a button sends help FAST! 

Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if 
you can’t reach a phone! FREE 
Brochure. CALL 888-227-0525 
(MCN)

SAVE on Medicare Supple-
ment Insurance! FAST and 
FREE Quote from eHealth. 
Compare! Call NOW! (Annual 
Election Period October 15th 
– December 7th.) CALL 1-844-
239-6349 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! 

Basement Systems Inc. Call 
us for all of your basement 
needs! Waterproofing, Finish-
ing, Structural Repairs, Humid-
ity and Mold Control. FREE ES-
TIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 
(MCN)

Paying too much for car in-
surance? Not sure? Want better 
coverage? Call now for a free 
quote and learn more today! 
855-417-7382 (MCN)

Cross country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company out 
of state move $799 Long Dis-
tance Movers Get Free quote 
on your Long distance move. 
1-800-503-6126 (MCN)

AT&T Unlimited Talk and 
Text. Get a new device every 
year with AT&T NEXT! Call us 
today 1-844-290-8275. (MCN)

Were you an INDUSTRIAL 
or CONSTRUCTION TRADES-
MAN and recently diagnosed 
with LUNG CANCER? You and 
your family may be entitled to 
a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. 
Call 1-888-404-9903 for your 
risk-free consultation. (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 

trusted, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no obli-
gation. CALL 1-855-811-8392 
(MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT 

NOW! No paid operators, just 
real people like you. Browse 
greetings, exchange messages 
and connect live. Try it free. 
Call now: 855-651-0114 (MCN)

Free Trial Phone Chat. Chat 
with Singles from all over the 
U.S. Call 1-877-889-1205 or 
1-509-676-1205. 30 Mins Free 
for 1st-time Callers. No Credit 
Card needed for Free Trial. 
(MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
Book Your Flight Today on 

United, Delta, American, Air 
France, Air Canada. We have 
the best rates. Call today to 
learn more 1-855-725-6305 
(MCN)

DO WARM WINTERS 
SOUND GOOD?? Bring your RV 
down to the warm Rio Grande 
Valley. J-5 RV Park in Mission 
Tx. will welcome you with a 
country setting, friendly people 
and lots of activities to keep 
you busy. We have a special for 
first time visitors. Phone us at 
956-682-7495 or 515-418-3214. 
Email info@j5rvparktexas.com 
Tom and Donna Tuttle, Manag-
ers (MCN)

WANTED TO BUY
Want to purchase miner-

als and other oil/gas interests. 
Send details to: P.O. Box 13557, 
Denver CO 80201(MCN)

Community Calendar
Is your event listed? Send 

your information to:  Newsleader 
Calendar, 1622 11th Ave. SE., St. 
Cloud, MN 56304., e-mail it to 
news@thenewsleaders.com. Most 
events are listed at no cost. Those 
events are typically free or of min-
imal charge for people to attend. 
Some events, which have paid ad-
vertising in the Newsleaders, are 
also listed in the calendar and may 
charge more.

Monday, Dec. 31
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 

1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. 
Joseph.

Wednesday, Jan. 2
Advocates for Indepen-

dence, 2-4 p.m., Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 Benton Drive N., 
Sauk Rapids. 320-529-9000.

St. Joseph Area Historical 
Society, 7 p.m., Old City Hall, 
25 First Ave NW. stjosephhis-
toricalmn.org.

Thursday, Jan. 3
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 

1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. 
Joseph.

Friday, Jan. 4
St. Joseph Area Historical 

Society, open 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Old City Hall, 25 First Ave. NW. 
stjosephhistoricalmn.org.

Post-polio Support Group, 
10:30 a.m., Independent Life-

styles, 215 Benton Drive N., 
Sauk Rapids. 320-529-9000.

Moonlight Ski, 6-10 p.m., 
Quarry Park, 1802 CR 137, 
Waite Park. 4.2 miles of lighted 
trails. Bonfire, food, free park-
ing, heated indoor gathering 
area. 

Monday, Jan. 7
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 

1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. 
Joseph.

St. Joseph City Council 
meeting, 6 p.m., City Hall, 75 
Callaway St. E.

St. Cloud school district 
board reorganization meeting, 
5 p.m., administration office, 
1201 Second St. S., Waite Park.

Tuesday, Jan. 8
Central Minnesota Civil 

War Roundtable, 9 a.m., “De-
tecting the 1862 U.S. Military 
Posts at Sauk Centre,” Stearns 
History Museum, 235 33rd Ave. 
S., St. Cloud.

Holistic Moms Network, 
7-8:30 p.m., Good Earth Co-op, 
2010 Veterans Drive, St. Cloud. 
320-252-2489.

National Alliance on Men-
tal Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Cal-
vary Community Church, 1200 
Roosevelt Road, St. Cloud. The 
group helps parents raising a 
child with mental illness learn 
coping skills and develop prob-
lem-solving skills. 320-654-
1259.

Wednesday, Jan. 9
St. Joseph Area Chamber 

of Commerce, 11:30 a.m., St. 
Joseph Government Center, 75 
Callaway St. E. stjosephcham-
ber.com.

St Joseph Y2K Lions Club, 
6:30 p.m., St. Joseph Commu-
nity Fire Hall, 323 Fourth Ave 
NE. Kay Lemke 320-363-8663.

St. Cloud school district 
board meeting/work session, 
6:30 p.m., District Administra-
tion Office, 1201 Second St. S., 
Waite Park.

Thursday, Jan. 10
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 

1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. 
Joseph.

St. Joseph Senior Citizens, 
1:30 p.m., St. Joseph Communi-
ty Fire Hall, 323 Fourth Ave. NE.

Saturday, Jan. 12
Winter Market, 9 a.m.-

1 p.m., Resurrection Lutheran 
Church fellowship hall, 610 CR 
2, St. Joseph.

Central Minnesota Chapter 
of the Federation of the Blind of 
Minnesota, 12:30 p.m., Ameri-
can Legion, 17 Second Ave. N., 
Waite Park.

Knights of Columbus Free-
Throw Contest, 3 p.m., St. Fran-
cis Xavier school gymnasium for 
boys and girls 9-14. Contact Jake 
Schneider at 320-761-7143 or 
jakeschneider34@charter.net.

members’ hard work paid off 
when their Wildwood Ranch 
Pure Maple Syrup won first-
place ribbons in two categories 
and then one of the syrups 
went on to win Best of Show.

Oct. 5 edition
There are three people run-

ning for election to the St. Jo-
seph City Council in the coming 
Nov. 6 election. They are Dale 
Wick, Brian Theise and Anne 
Buckvold. Wick and Buckvold 
are both incumbents while The-
isen is running for election for 
the first time. Wick has served 
for 16 years on the council.

The investigation of Ja-
cob Wetterling’s 1989 abduc-
tion and killing “went off the 
rails” from the beginning and 
the sheriff at the time, Charlie 
Grafft, lost control of his inves-
tigation to the FBI in the first 
few weeks. That’s the judgment 
of current Stearns County Sher-
iff Don Gudmundson. Before 
releasing more than 47,000 doc-
uments on Sept. 20, Gudmund-
son presented a summary of 
the documents that in his view 
revealed 20 clues bungled by 
investigators that should have 
led them to Danny Heinrich.

Oct. 19 edition
What do solar panels, bees 

and apples have in common? It 
turns out quite a bit. On a few 
acres west of St. Joseph, a solar 
farm, bees, a cidery and smart 
entrepreneurs are collaborat-
ing to protect the environment 
and distill a tasty drink.  This 
month, Milk & Honey Ciders 
introduced Solar Sweet Farm 
Cider, a cider blended with 
honey from the hives on the 
solar farm next to their orchard.

After 42 years in St. Jo-
seph, Dr. Jerry Wetterling has 
sold his practice and is retiring. 
He’s handed off the practice to 
Dr. Brian Koltes, who grew up 
in Albany and graduated from 
St. John’s University, where he 
was a three-sport athlete. “I’m 
planning to chill out for may-
be a year and not do any new 
things,” Wetterling said.

Nov. 2 edition
Aaron Rieland and Eric Geir 

of the Bad Habit Brewing Co. 
will soon be brewing and serv-
ing drinks at a new location 
at 24 College Ave. N. in St. 
Joseph.  They are planning to 
move to their new location, 
the former St. Joseph City Hall 
building, in spring of next 
year.  The new location will 
include more taproom space, a 
larger brewing space, a 2,000 
square-foot outdoor patio, pri-
vate-event space and a bar-
rel-aged beer program.

St. Joseph resident Mark Re-
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St. John's Prep School students and faculty are shown in August 2018. The school has a current enrollment of around 260 students and will be adding a fifth-
grade pilot program for the 2019-20 school year.

by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

The St. John's Prep Board of 
Regents recently announced it 
would be adding a fifth-grade 
pilot program for the 2019-20 
school year.

The program plans to con-
tinue to include hands-on, 
project-based and outdoor rich 

experiences. The new pilot pro-
gram will integrate fifth- and 
sixth-grade to expand student 
learning experiences for stu-
dents to further develop strong 
writing skills, language basics, 
fine arts and will include op-
tions to progress at a higher 
mathematical level.

  “We have been asked re-
peatedly to expand our curric-

ulum to fifth-grade students," 
said principal Katie Bergstrom.  
"We are excited to be able to 
do that and to bring an even 
richer experience to our middle 
school program."

Local residents commented 
on their children's experiences 
at St. John's Prep School.

Kari Salzer, from St. Joseph, 
shared about her son, Wyatt's, 

experiences. Wyatt is a sev-
enth-grader at the school and 
began attending the school as a 
sixth-grader.

“My son loves that St. John’s 
Prep has great opportunities 
for hands-on learning through 
the outdoor programming," she 
said. "Being able to see and feel 
what he is learning develops a 
great sense of reality. St. John’s 

Prep has shown my son not 
only the sense of accountabili-
ty, yet also the positive encour-
agement towards his successes. 
”Families interested in learning 
more about the expansion are 
encouraged to attend the Jan. 
21 Discovery Day. For more in-
formation or to schedule a visit, 
contact the Admission Office at 
320-363-3315.

St. John's Prep Middle School to add fifth grade

ber will again offer audiences 
a glimpse of his many talents 
on the stage as he performs his 
role of Max in “Lend Me A Ten-
or” dinner theater Nov. 9-18 at 
Great Blue Heron Supper Club. 
The play by Ken Ludwig is pre-
sented by the Great Northern 
Theatre Company.

Nov. 16 edition
The St. Joseph 2018 Winter-

walk, which will be Nov. 30, 
will combine old traditions with 
new changes this year. The St. 
Joseph Y2K Lions will be taking 
over the annual event that was 
started by Margy Hughes and 
the St. Joseph Action Group 
and continues to grow each 
year.

Incumbent St. Joseph City 
Council member Dale Wick 
lost his bid for re-election in 
a three-way race for two seats. 
Voters re-elected Anne Buck-
vold and elected Brian Theisen 
to four-terms on the City Coun-
cil Buckvold received 1,555 
votes, Theisen won 1,381 votes 
and Wick collected 1,013 votes. 
Buckvold was appointed to the 
council in May to fill a vacancy 
created when Matt Killam re-
signed. Mayor Rick Schultz ran 
un-opposed for another two-
year term.

The St. Joseph City Council 
took up two budget items at 
its regular Nov. 5 meeting: The 
2019 draft Enterprise Budget, 
and the proposed 2019 budget 
of the Park Board. Total pro-
posed Park Board budget for 
2019 is $309,460.

Nov. 30 edition

Just two days after winning 
election to the Minnesota House 
of Representatives, Lisa De-
muth gathered in St. Paul with 
38 other newly elected house 
members for orientation. “It 
was awesome,” Demuth said of 
the program. “To hear the his-
tory of the Capitol from an in-
side perspective was humbling. 
The magnitude of what I have 
been elected to do and sitting in 
the original desks and looking 
around. What a privilege.” The 
group of new representatives 
includes 34 Democrats and five 
Republicans.

After years of hoping and 
wishing, the establishment of 
the St. Joseph Community Cen-
ter is finally taking shape. The 
first recreational sport laid out 
in the new center is two pickle-
ball courts. Now what’s needed 
are people to use them. When 
the city took over the care and 
maintenance of the old Ken-

nedy Elementary School, there 
were lots of things planned for 
the building.

Part of the building is rented 
and used for daycare. A section 
of it is being used for food shelf 
activity. And the historical soci-
ety is in the process of setting 
up its area. But there is lots of 
room for other activities.

Dec. 14 edition
The Church of St. Joseph 

raised $1.63 million during a 
capital campaign to renovate 
their sanctuary, the parish an-
nounced Dec. 10. The parish 
had set a stretch goal of $1.5 
million. The church is the old-
est consecrated church in Min-
nesota. Early settlers brought 
stones from their fields for the 
construction of the church, 
which has stood on this spot 
since 1871.

When new St. Joseph City 
Council member Brian Theisen 
is sworn in Jan. 7, he’ll bring 

years of problem solving and 
public-service experience. The-
isen, 40, is a Stearns County 
deputy and member of the St. 
Joseph Fire Department.  “I’ll 
be problem-solving for the city. 
That’s what I do 50 hours a 
week as a deputy,” Theisen 
said. “You listen to both sides 
and you make a determination 
of what’s best for everyone.Vot-
ers re-elected Anne Buckvold 
and elected Brian Theisen to 
four-terms on the City Council. 
Incumbent City Council mem-
ber Dale Wick lost his bid for 
re-election in a three-way race 
for two seats. 

Despite missing two of its 
members, the remaining quo-
rum of the St. Joseph City 
Council was able to wade 
through a short agenda that 
included an open hearing on 
Truth in Taxation and discus-
sion of a feasibility study deal-
ing with capital funding for the 
Jacob Wetterling Community 
and Recreation Center project.

2018
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For addtional news highlights from 
2018, go to www.thenewsleaders.com.


