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Town Crier
Knights’ Freethrow Contest
to be Saturday, Jan. 12

Girls and boys ages 9-14 in
the Sartell/St. Stephen community are invited to the local level of
competition for the 2019 Knights
of Columbus Free-Throw Championship. The competition will
be at 3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 12,
in St. Francis Xavier School, 219
Second St. N. This event is sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
with winners from the local level
advancing to district, region and
state competitions. All contestants from the local level are
recognized for their participation
in the event and the winners at
each level receive a trophy. Participants register at the event and
must have written consent and
age verification from a parent or
guardian. Contact Jake Schneider
at 320-761-7143 with any questions.

Travel Thursday to explore
England, Wales on Jan. 17

Join Dennis Herschbach
and Vicky Schaefer at 2 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 17, at the Sartell
Community Center, 850 19th St.
S., when they present a PowerPoint talk that follows their
recent trip to England and Wales
with friends Gary Berg and Maggie Brossoit. The four spent a
week on the Llangollen Canal
system, piloting an nmTow boat
from Ellesmere, England, to Llangollen, Wales. After motoring to
the Lake Country of England they
spent two weeks in Windermere,
exploring the country
side from
Hadrian’s Wall to William Wordsworth’s Dove Cottage and many
other points of interest.

Nies, Byrd elected
school board leaders

At its organizational meeting,
the Sartell-St. Stephen school
board again elected Jason Nies as
board chair.
Newly elected member Amanda Byrd took her seat on the board
at the special Jan. 7 meeting. Byrd
will serve as treasurer. She replaced
Mary McCabe on the board.
The board heard a presentation
on pre-kindergarten through second-grade building configuration
but did not make a decision.
The next school board meeting
is 6:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 28, at
the district office, 212 Third Ave. N.

INSERTS:
City of St. Stephen
newsletter
PineCone Vision Center
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NHL team shares Sartell boy's celebration

by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com
When Dane Kenning opened his
Christmas presents this year, he
found a Las Vegas Golden Knights
jersey bearing the name of Nate
Schmidt, a former hockey star at
Cathedral High School and the
University of Minnesota.
Soon after opening his gift,
Dane donned the jersey and joined
other boys for a game of hockey on
the family's pond.
After he scored a goal, his
mother Jennifer photographed the
celebration and sent the photo to
the Golden Knights via the NHL
team's Facebook page. The team
asked permission to use the photo
and they posted it on their Twitter

feed with the message "Follow
your dreams, kid."
“Dane is a very humble kid
(much like I hear Schmidt is) and
it has been heartwarming for all of
us to read the Twitter comments of
so many people reminiscing about
their kids (or themselves) playing
pond hockey, and remembering
what it's like to be a kid with
dreams,” Jennifer said.
Dane, 9, plays squirt hockey.
He’s a Sabre fan but also a Cathedral hockey follower and huge
Nate Schmidt fan, his mother says.
Jennifer is a Cathedral graduate as
are many of her family members.
Danes’s father Scott maintains
the pond for skating and loves to
see neighborhood kids playing on
it, Jennifer said.

contributed photo

Dane Kenning celebrates a goal wearing his new Gold Knights
hockey jersey. The team picked up the photo of Dave and posted it on their Twitter feed.

Schools plan app launch Andel appointed
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

An app that will tie together
school news and information for parents and community members will
be launched by the Sartell-St. Stephen
school district on Wednesday, Jan.
16. Parents will receive an email with
credentials to set up a password-protected portal to track student details
such as attendance, lunch account
and checked out library books.
Parents and community members will be able to see feeds from

the school board, social media and
calendars and customize the app for
services that are most important to
them.
Many of those services are available on the district’s website now, but
the app will deliver information to users’ smartphones so they won’t have
to go looking for it. In addition, users
will be able to message school staff.
There are versions for Android
and iPhone available by searching
your app store for "Sartell-St. Stephen
Schools" starting Jan. 16.

to fill council vacancy
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

In November, Brady Andel lost
his bid for election to the Sartell
City Council, but as of Jan. 14 he
will take a place on the council,
anyway.
That’s because at a special Jan.
7 city-council meeting, members
agreed to appoint Andel to fill a
vacancy on the council rather than
conduct another election. Andel
received the third highest number
of votes in the Nov. 6 election
among the four candidates who

were competing for two open seats.
The two council seat winners were
Tim Elness and Jeff Kolb. Besides
Andel, Barika Davis also vied for a
council seat.
In the election, Elness received
3,571 votes; Kolb 3,205; Andel
3,016 and Davis 1,804.
Sartell City Administrator Mary
Degiovanni said Andel was contacted about the council’s decison and
has agreed to accept the appointment to the council.
Also in the Nov. 6 election,
then-council member Ryan Fitz-
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Father-son love to shovel veterans' driveways
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com
Tim Held, 48, endured years
of setbacks, lousy luck, injuries,
pains and an insidious infection
that cost him his right leg. His
family suffered right along with
him, but they learned things could
be worse and that giving back has
curative powers for the soul.
“There’s always somebody
worse off,” Held said. “I’ve always
felt I’ve got to give back. We’ve got
to help each other out.”
And that is why Held and his
11-year-old son, Thomas, love to
snowblow and hand-shovel driveways as members of the Plowing
Vets program. The Helds do the
work for free, and they clear snow
off of 10 to 12 home driveways of
military personnel away on deployments, of disabled veterans back
home, of first responders and of
police officers or deputies during
their busy duty hours.
This is the second year of the
Helds’ snow-removal tasks. There
are about a dozen members of the
Plowing Vets program. Last year,
they plowed out or hand-shoveled

contributed photo

Father-and-son snow-removal team Tim Held (right) and
Thomas. They are members of Plowing Vets, a program that
provides snow removal for those who serve the public, such as
veterans, law-enforcement officers and first responders.
57 driveways in central Minnesota,
as far west as Albany.
How does a man with only one
leg shovel snow?

“Well, it’s not easy,” said Held,
laughing. “But I love doing it. I’m
a bit scared about slipping, but
I do wear spiked shoes. My son

www.thenewsleaders.com

loves to shovel even more than I
do. When it starts snowing and
he’s in school, he just can’t wait to
get home so we can go shoveling.”
Last year, their first for the
program, Held admits he was “just
shot” by the end of winter.
“And then Thomas said to me,
‘Oh, Dad, quit acting like such a
wimp.’ And that kind of turned me
around,” he said, laughing.
The Helds learned firsthand
how much their voluntary efforts
mean to people. One story especially stays with them. Last winter, they noticed the driveway of
Sartell resident Rollie Weis was
not shoveled. Weis is a much-honored World War II veteran, whose
brother Phillip, was killed in that
war during the Battle of the Bulge.
Tim Held, who grew up next to the
Weis family, has always considered
Weis a hero.
So that cold day, he and his
son began snowblowing the Weis
driveway. Weis walked out of his
house, said hello to the Helds and
asked them, “What the heck’s going on?”
When Tim Held told Weis why

Shovel • page 2
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thum was elected as the city’s new
mayor, defeating mayoral contender David Peterson, also a council
member at that time. Those two
candidates decided to file for the
position when Mayor Sarah Jane
Nicoll announced she would not
seek re-election.
Because mayor-elect Fitzthum
still had close to two years on his
four-year council-member term, it
was necessary to fill that vacancy
with another person. The council,
at its Jan. 7 meeting, decided Andel

should be appointed because the
council had previously filled vacancies that same way – appointed the
next-highest vote-getter from the
previous election.
Just before the special council
meeting of Jan. 7, Mayor Fitzthum
and council members Elness and
Kolb took the oath of office so they
could help conduct city business,
including the appointment of Andel. All members, including Andel,
will be formally sworn in during a
ceremony at the Jan. 14 meeting.
The council is now comprised of
the new mayor, Fitzthum; council
member Mike Chisum (elected for
a four-year term in 2016); and the
three new ones – Andel, Elness,

Kolb. Another previous member, Pat
Lynch, chose not to file again for
the Nov. 6 election.
Andel
Raised in Foley, Brady Andel,
who has lived in Sartell for close
to 18 years, is an agency owner for
Armstrong Transportation Group,
a transportation logistics company
whose headquarters are in Charlotte, N.C. Andel earned a degree in
business administration and management in 2001 from St. Cloud
State University. For 10 years, Andel
was an accounts manager for CH
Robinson, another transportation
logistics company for which Sartell’s new mayor, Ryan Fitzthum,
also works as branch manager.

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF ST. STEPHEN
RESOLUTION ADOPTING FEES, CHARGES & COMPENSATION
The City Council for the City of St. Stephen hereby RESOLVES, that the following fees, charges
and compensation are hereby adopted and shall remain in effect until subsequently modified by
resolution of the Council:
Code of Ordinance Section

Description

Amount

Section 21

Mayor Salary

$250.00 per month

Section 21

Council Salary

$125.00 per month

Section 36

Park Rental

Section 41

Zoning Ordinance Public
Hearing

$100.00 regular mtg.*
$240.00 special mtg.*

Section 41

Variance Application Fee

$100.00 regular mtg.
$240.00 special mtg.

Section 42

Site Permit Fee

Preliminary Plat Approval
Fee

Section 45

$0.00 – fee
$0.00 -- damage deposit

$100. 00 under $10,000
$150.00 under $25,000
$300.00 over $25,000
$100.00 for the first 0-10
lots, $5 per lot thereafter, not
to exceed a total of $500.00
$15,000.00

Legal/Engineering Escrow
Section 51

Coin Operated Amusement
Device Fee

Section 61

Liquor License Fees

Section 52

Cigarette License

Not Applicable

City Hall Rental/Use

Not Applicable

City Plow Truck with Driver
Sand/Salt

			

$15.00
$1,650 On-Sale Intox.
$100 On-Sale Wine Only
$100 Off-Sale Intox
$200 Sunday
$500 Specialty Club
$100 On-Sale Non-Intox
$25 Off-Sale Non-Intox
$50.00
$25 Resident per Day
$50 Non-Resodent Per Day
$50 Organization Annual
Fee
$130 per hour
$110 per yard

*Applies to amendments, rezoning, appeals and special-use permits.

This Resolution was adopted the 2nd day of January, 2019.
/s/ Jeff Blenkush, City of St. Stephen Mayor
/s/ Cris M Drais, City of St. Stephen City Clerk
Dated: Jan. 7, 2019
Publish: Jan. 11, 2019
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they were doing it and about the
Plowing Vets program, Weis’s eyes
glimmered with tears.
“Those tears in his eyes told the
whole story,” Held said. “And that
moment really made an impact on
Thomas. He thinks of it a lot.”
Plowing Vets
The Plowing Vets program was
started a few years ago when veteran
Nate Chapman, who lives near Royalton, would be deployed overseas
during his 14 years with the military.
A neighbor of his, Tim Meeland,
a Stearns County sheriff’s deputy,
would shovel Chapman’s driveway
as a favor when Chapman was on a
deployment. Then, one winter, Chapman was not deployed, and he decided to start plowing disabled veterans’
driveways – veterans he either knew
personally or ones he’d heard about.
Thus, one good deed led to another, and more volunteers became
involved. Held joined the group after
talking with Meeland. Having been
a Reserve officer for Sartell for 10
years, Held knew firsthand of the athome needs of officers who worked
night shifts and of injured or retired
firefighters or emergency-medical
technicians. Many of them can use
a helping hand now and then, Held
said. The first driveway the Helds
cleaned off was that of Nate Johnson, a Paynesville police officer who
lives in Sartell. Johnson himself then
decided to join Plowing Vets.
Plowing Vets members spend
their own money to do their work,
but donations, such as gas cards,
really help a lot. Some people also
donate equipment. A business in
St. Joseph, Power House, donated a
snowblower and also donated labor
to fix ailing machines.
“They’re awesome,” Held said.
“They’ve been so good to us.”
Just this year, a veteran donated
a snowblower, and it’s the one the
Helds now use. Another donation,
an enclosed trailer for hauling the
snowblower, came from Sartell Police
Deputy Chief Dale Struffert, who has
long been one of Held’s best friends.
The good deeds spawned by the
Plowing Vets program seem to have a
magical power of multiplying.
Traumas
Tim Held and his wife, Leah, who
is a dispatcher for the Stearns County
Sheriff’s Department, have three children: Thomas, 11; Ryan, 9; Sophie, 8.
A couple years ago, the family
went to a water park in the Twin
Cities area. While there, Held stepped
on a piece of glass, resulting in a tiny
cut on his right big toe. Later, back
home, a vicious infection began that
became worse with every passing
day. After many doctor and hospital
visits, nothing seemed to knock out
the infection and then a potentially
deadly sepsis set in. One day, Held
woke up in the hospital and heard
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the doctor tell him, “I’m sorry, but
we’re going to have to take the leg.”
They amputated his right leg just
below the knee. But even that did
not stop the persistent infection. The
ruthless germ kept morphing into a
different form. One summer, Held
had to undergo 22 surgeries during
which doctors had to scrape infected
areas from the leg bone.
“It got to the point where I’d arrive at the hospital and receptionists
would automatically ask if I’m there
for another surgery,” Held recalled.
The injury, the uncertainties,
emotional and financial worries were
very hard on the family. It was a
time when “bad” just kept getting
“worse.” It was also a time right
after Held had filed for a seat on the
Sartell City Council and because he
was so laid up all the time, he could
not campaign as he’d hoped. Mike
Chisum and Ryan Fitzthum were
elected that year.
After the amputation, Held would
keep falling, often forgetting his right
leg was not there anymore. He even
fell on the wooden ramp friends had
built for him.
One day, he decided to surprise
his kids by standing unaided on the
ramp when they got off the school
bus. When they saw him, the kids
started screaming and cheering as
they ran up to give him hugs.
“Daddy’s standing, Daddy’s
standing,” they all yelled happily.
It took Held about a year to get
fully used to his prosthetic device
(artificial leg).
The leg trauma wasn’t the only
setback for Held. While working for
the Sartell Parks Department years
ago, he fell on his head on the outdoor ice rink at Bernick’s Arena. He
was replacing a sheet of plexiglass
when the below-zero wind hit it,
knocking Held over. He passed out
and woke up in an ambulance. The
closed-head brain injury left him
with a permanent disability.
“It’s a bit better now, but I will
have life-long effects like headaches,
ringing in my ears and cognitive
difficulties like trouble with balance
sometimes.”
Held said it often seemed that
without his bad luck he would have
no “luck at all.”
What helped him and the family
through the long struggles were supportive friends like Struffert and the
congregation at Celebration Lutheran
Church.
“They embraced us every chance
they got with every arm they had,”
he said. “We are so blessed to be part
of that church.”
The Helds have seen and experienced countless times the power of
good people doing good deeds, and
that is one big reason Tim and Thomas Held love to shovel driveways.
Join/Donate
For more about Plowing Vets and
how to make an appointment or
donate, visit its website at: www.
plowingvetsmn.com.
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Community Calendar

Is your event listed? Send your
information to: Newsleader Calendar, 1622 11th Ave. SE., St. Cloud,
MN 56304., e-mail it to news@thenewsleaders.com. Most events are
listed at no cost. Those events are
typically free or of minimal charge
for people to attend. Some events,
which have paid advertising in the
Newsleaders, are also listed in the
calendar and may charge more.
Friday, Jan. 11

Benton County Museum, 10
a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N.,
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbentonhistory.org.
Saturday, Jan. 12

Central Minnesota Chapter
of the Federation of the Blind of
Minnesota, 12:30 p.m., American Legion, 17 Second Ave. N.,
Waite Park.
Knights of Columbus FreeThrow Contest, 3 p.m., St. Francis Xavier school gymnasium
for boys and girls 9-14. Contact
Jake Schneider at 320-761-7143
or jakeschneider34@charter.net.
Monday, Jan. 14

Benton County Museum, 10
a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N.,
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbentonhistory.org.
Sartell City Council, 6-8
p.m., Sartell City Hall, 125 Pinecone Road N., Sartell.
Tuesday, Jan. 15

Adult Coloring and Conversation, 3-4 p.m., Independent
Lifestyles, 215 Benton Drive N.,
Sauk Rapids. Call Michelle at
320-281-2041. Call abilities welcome.
St. Cloud Area Genealogists,
7 p.m., Stearns History Museum, 235 33rd Ave. S., St. Cloud.
stearns-museum.org.

a.m.-12:45 p.m., First United
Methodist Church, 1107 Pinecone Road S., Sartell.
Sunday, Jan. 20

Waite Park American Legion Breakfast, 8 a.m.-noon. 17
Second Ave. N., Waite Park.
Monday, Jan. 21

Benton County Museum, 10
a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N.,
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbentonhistory.org.
Donate blood, noon-6 p.m.,
First United Methodist Church,
1107 Pinecone Road S., Sartell.
For an appointment call 800733-2767.
St. Cloud Area Parkinson’s
Disease Support Group, 1- 2:30
p.m., Independent Lifestyles,
215 Benton Drive N., Sauk Rapids.
St. Joseph Rod and Gun
Club, 7 p.m., American Legion,
101 W Minnesota St., St. Joseph.
Tuesday, Jan. 22

National Alliance on Mental Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Calvary
Community Church, 1200 Roosevelt Road, St. Cloud. The group
helps parents raising a child
with mental illness learn coping
skills and develop problem-solving skills. 320-654-1259.
Thursday, Jan. 24

Coffee and Conversation, a
senior discussion group, 9 a.m.,
Sartell Community Center, 850
19th St. S.
Friday, Jan. 25

Benton County Museum, 10
a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N.,
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbentonhistory.org.

Wednesday, Jan. 16

SALT (Seniors and Law Enforcement Together), 9 a.m.,
Sartell Police Department, 310
Second St. S., Sartell.
Advocates for Independence,
2-4 p.m., Independent Lifestyles,
215 Benton Drive N., Sauk Rapids. 320-529-9000.

Coffee and Conversation,
a senior discussion group, 9
a.m., Sartell Community Center,
850 19th St. S. Discussion topic
is drones with Stearns County
Sheriff’s Office Lt. Robert Dickhaus.
American Legion-Sartell,
open to all veterans young and
old, 6 p.m., Liquid Assets, 1091
Second St. S. No. 600, Sartell.
john.denney@charter.net.

Saturday, Jan. 19

Community

Meal,

11:30

by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com
If you were asked how you live
united, what would your answer
be? Two Sartell fifth-grade students
recently took time to write their
thoughts on paper to enter the
United Way "Live United" Essay
Contest.
Annabelle Trombley, from
Sartell Middle School, and Addie Smith, from St. Francis Xavier
School, were recently chosen as
runners-up in the contest.
Sartell Middle School faculty
commented on Trombley qualifying as a runners-up in the contest.
“Annabelle's spirit of giving and
'Living United' is truly inspiring to
our Sartell Middle School students,
staff and community,” said Kurt
Stumpf, principal.
“Annabelle is very deserving
of this award, said Mary Gruenes,
teacher. "She has done some remarkable things that have benefitted our community, and she truly
is a shining example of what it
means to Live United. I expect she
will continue to lead by example
and share her gifts and talents with
our community. I am very proud
of her.”
This is the winning essay Trombley submitted for the contest.
“My first memory of Living
United was donating my hair to
kids who have cancer. It felt good
donating to make someone happy. I enjoy volunteering. Stocking
food shelves and ringing bells are
always rewarding. I’ve asked for
donations instead of birthday presents for Salvation Army and Pockets of Hope. “Summer of Service”
was fun because I helped kids with
arts, crafts, learning and sports.
I’ve gotten to experience things
that will help me in life. I’ve helped
people and hopefully they’ve been
happier and helped others to Live
United. When we help each other,
we help everyone.”
Smith wrote her essay from
her personal experience with her
cousin.
“Our family has gone through
a lot this past year and I wanted
to do something for others," Smith
said. “My little cousin Christian

AUTO BODY REPAIR
Auto Body 2000

ARLINGTON PLACE
ASSISTED LIVING
in St. Joseph
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

HOME HEALTH AIDE

Full-time NOC Shift

including every other weekend/holiday

Friday, Jan. 18

Benton County Museum, 10
a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N.,
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbentonhistory.org.
St. Cloud Singles Club
Dance, 8 p.m.-midnight, American Legion, 17 Second Ave.
S., Waite Park. 320-339-4533.
stcloudsingles.net.

Students chosen as runners-up
in 'Live United' essay contest

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Thursday, Jan. 17

Duties include: daily personal
care, grooming, dressing,
light meal prep, medication
administration and light to
moderate housekeeping.
If interested please stop by
for an application or call
Kristi Plafcan at (320) 363-1313.
21 16th Ave. SE
St. Joseph, MN 56374

3

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)

St. Joseph • 320-363-1116

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.
Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999
www.brennytransportation.com
PUBLISHING
Von Meyer Publishing
32 1st Ave. NW
St. Joseph • 320-363-7741
www.thenewsleaders.com

Call the Sartell-St. Stephen
Newsleaders at 320-363-7741
if you would like to be in the
business directory.
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St. Francis Xavier fifth-grader Addie Smith (right) with her
mother/teacher Lora Smith after being chosen as a runners-up
winner in the "Live United" Essay Contest.
was diagnosed with leukemia this
year and the project I was working
on, Warrior Wagons (give to children fighting cancer), support(s)
my cousin. I was inspired by him."
This is the winning essay that
Smith submitted for the contest.
“I Live United by donating to
charity and by praying for people

who are very sick or have cancer. I also Live United by making
bookmarks for donations. Instead
of me getting the money, I donated the money to a little business
called Warrior Wagons in Austin,
Minn. In July, my little cousin was
diagnosed with leukemia and he

Students • page 4

“Life is better with Accurate Hearing.”

• Free Hearing Screenings • Hearing Aid Sales & Service
• Clean & Check All Hearing Aid Brands

320-258-4494 or 1-888-407-4327
161 19th St. S. • Ste. 111 • Sartell
www.accuratehearingservices.com

St. Stephen
Optical
(formerly Index 53)

Larry Rudolph, Optician
306 Main St. E.
St. Stephen, MN 56375
320-252-9380
320-252-6924 Home
Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday

Little Sabres Preschool Open House
2019-20 School Year • Three- and four-year-olds
Students must be 3 or 4 by Sept. 1, 2019.

5:30-7:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 28

Stop in for a tour, meet staff
and pick up registration paperwork.
Registration starts Monday, Feb. 4.

Sartell-St. Stephen
School District Service Center
212 3rd Ave. N., Sartell (enter door 2)
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received a warrior wagon. Warrior
Wagons gives wagons to pediatric
cancer patients for appointments in
the hospital.”
Jill Lenzmeier from the United Way
said their essays were chosen from 622
essays submitted from around central
Minnesota. There was one grand-prize
winner and 14 runners-up selected.
Runners-up winners received a $75
VISA gift card and the grand-prize
winner received a $200 VISA gift card.
Essay contest requirements included incorporating the "Live United"
theme in the essay, using no more
than 100 words, being a fifth-grader
and living within the United Way of
Central Minnesota service area.

photo by Mike Knaak

New Sheriff Steve Soyka takes the oath of office from District Court Judge Sarah Hennesy on
Jan. 8.

TICKETS SELLING FAST!
Remembering
Bobby Vee

Featuring The Killer Vees
THU, JAN 24
1:30 & 7:30
$20 - $25

Farewell
Angelina
New Country

FRI, JAN 25
7:30
$18
PLUS PROCESSING FEES

PARAMOUNTARTS.ORG | 320.259.5463
photo by Mike Knaak

An overflow crowd watches as newly elected Stearns County officials were sworn in on Jan.
8. Taking the oath of office were County Attorney Janelle Kendall, Sheriff Steve Soyka, Auditor-Treasurer Randy Schreifels and commissioners Tarryl Clark and Steve Notch.

You deserve it!
ICAN Lifestyle Coaching
Create a healthier lifestyle and prevent
diabetes through diet, exercise and activity.
Course: 803
Cost: voluntary contribution
Mondays, Jan. 28-May 20
12:30-1:30 p.m.
Living Well with Diabetes
Learn ways to self-manage your diabetes and
achieve your goals for health.
Course: 801
Cost: voluntary contribution
Thursdays, Feb. 7-Mar. 14
9-11:30 a.m.
Whitney Senior Center
1527 Northway Dr., St. Cloud 320-255-7245
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Sartell-St.
Stephen school
district Director
of
Technology Kyle Breitkreutz received
the Sourcewell
Te c h n o l o g y
(formerly TIES)
Minnesota Leader of the Year
Award on Dec. 10. The award
recognizes “demonstrated effective
leadership in using information
technologies to increase opportunities and accessibility for student
learning.”
In addition to leading the district’s Full Access technology plan,
which provides a device to every
student in grades three to 12 and
expanded access for kindergarten
through second-grade, Breitkreutz
leads a team of instructional technology specialists. They created
an annual event, Education Done
Differently, which invites everyone
in the community to learn from
students and teachers as to how
their learning is elevated through
technology.
Breitkreutz has grown Accessible Educational Materials access
from a few students to launching it building-wide at the middle
school.
Breitkreutz has been a district
employee for more than 12 years
and became the director of Technology in 2012.
Kyle’s wife, Rachel, is a health/
physical education teacher at Sartell High School. Their sons, Liam
and Lincoln, attend Pine Meadow Elementary, and their daughter, Lillian, attends Sartell Middle
School.
A Sartell student has been
accepted to the
University
of
Minnesota College of Dentistry
for the Doctor of
Dental Surgery
program.
Mohammad Ayyub graduated
from the University of Minnesota
fall semester 2018 with a bachelor’s
degree in biology. He will begin his
studies in August 2019.  
ABC Seamless won the 2018
National ABC Seamless Steel Siding Franchise of the Year award.
ABC Seamless president Jerry Beyers presented the award to Josh
and Amy Stahlecker, owners of
ABC Seamless of St Cloud located
in Sartell. The award was presented during the 40th Annual ABC
Seamless National Franchise Meeting in Fargo, ND.
The Sartell Squirts Blue C
hockey team participated in the
Forest Lake Ranger Classic Squirt
B2 and Squirt C Hockey Tournament on Dec. 8 and 9. They were
one of 8 "C" teams competing
including Forest Lake, Blaine, Centennial, Anoka, Andover, Mahtomedi and Cottage Grove. They beat
Mahtomedi for the championship.
Members of the team are: Nikolas Berger, Brandon Cihlar, Noah
George, Evan Hanson, Karson
Kuznia, Lane Larson, Ronin Lester, Cael Mueller, Jaden Oxley,
Liam Solarz and Owen Yasgar.
Head coach is Lewis Solarz, assistant coaches Andrew Berger and
manager is Joleen Oxley.
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Eight-graders Brooke Husmann (left) and Emily Crandall were
among the students packing the gifts for Air Force personnel.
The Sartell Middle School
Student Council invited students,
staff and parents to contribute
items to fill care packages for Air
Force Medical Evacuation personnel serving in Qatar until February.
One of the military members is
the husband of Nicole Schmitt,
math interventionist for grades five
through eight.
With all the supplies that were
donated, Student Council members
were able to send 15 individual
care packages for the crew mem-

bers from Minnesota, as well as
five extra care packages for other
military personnel who are deployed in Qatar.
At the end of November, Sartell Middle School received unique
gifts of gratitude from the 15 military members in Qatar: a flag, official certificate, military coin and
military patch. Each of the five
crews that these members are a
part of flew the flag on a different
mission they were on throughout
the middle east.

Five area students were awarded degrees at Minnesota State University, Mankato's fall semester
commencement on Dec. 15.
The students are Taylor
Reetz, Cassidy Ross, Robert Satterness and Karl Scharnweber
from Sartell and Mackenzie Dockendorf from St. Stephen.

Volunteers from Catholic Charities Foster Grandparent Program
received awards for their years of
service.  Foster Grandparent Director Stacy Lund and Area Supervisor
Sara Heurung acknowledged foster
grandparents with one-, 10-, and
20-year volunteering milestones.
Penny Lundblad, Oak Ridge Elementary School, was recognized
for one year of service. Judy Groth
of Pine Meadow Elementary School
was recognized for 10 years of
service. A total of 35 foster grandparents were recognized for their
service. The Foster Grandparent
Program offers seniors 55 and older
the opportunity to work with students in schools or other nonprofit
agencies where there are children
who need extra help to succeed.

Jacob Lieberg, a junior pharmacy major from Sartell, is the
2018-19 recipient of the College of
Pharmacy and Allied Health Professions Endowed Scholarship at
South Dakota State University.
He is the son of Julie and Mike
and Lieberg and a 2016 graduate of
Sartell High School.
Lieberg, a member of the South
Dakota State track and field team,
was named to The Summit League
Academic Honor Roll in spring
2017.
Juli Stone Pitzer of Sartell will
receive a doctorate in film and
nedia studies from the University
of Kansas.

Kellee Rucks of Sartell graduated with a master’s degree in
nursing (family nurse practitioner)
from Graceland University, Lamoni, Iowa.

The Sartell boys hockey team conducted its annual Teddy Bear
Toss on Dec. 18 during the game with the St. Cloud Tech/Apollo team. They collected 137 bears for the Toys for Tots Christmas drive. The senior boys are (front row, from left) Connor
Kalthoff, Nate Stoebe, Nick Buiceag-Arama and Nick Plautz;
and (back row) Devin Peterson, Brock Boerger, Jake Mumm,
Maddox Hagy, Jack Hennemann, Cameron Cromwell, Austin
Adelman and Cole Bright.
Two Sartell teachers have
been named to the Perpich Center
for Arts Education Regional Arts
Teacher-Leader network.
The two educators are Holly
Lathe, who teaches music at Pine
Meadow Elementary School, and
Brandon Nordhues, music teacher
at Sartell High School.
The network includes 62 teachers of dance, media arts, music, visual arts and theater. Members will
offer their expertise as a resource
for arts educators in their regions
through facilitating professional
development and providing knowledgeable support to colleagues.

Heather Wensel of Sartell has
been named to the fall semester
president's list at Minnesota State
Community and Technical College.
To earn this award, students must
earn a minimum grade-point average of 3.5.
Hailey Winter of Sartell was named
to the fall dean’s list at the University of
Wisconsin-Superior.
To be named to the dean's list, students must achieve a minimum 3.50
grade-point average.

BEAUTIFUL 40 TO 80 ACRE
PARCELS OF LAND WEST OF ST JOE
54 ACRE Homestead on Cty 50. Old homestead
with many tillable acres, some old buildings.
$432,000, 2 miles north of Cold Spring

39 Acre Parcel mostly open with great views,
rolling tillable, easement off of Cty Rd 50,
2 miles north of Cold Spring. $312,000

Privacy. Stunning 39 acres of Oak Savanah,
rolling hills, views, some lowland. 1/2 mile back
from CTY Rd 50 by easement. $254,000

Horses, horses. Two adjacent 40 ace parcels in
Collegeville Twp on 260th. Beautiful pastures,
perfect for the ranch you have dreamed of.
$280,000 each. C4D Possible.

Convenient,
walk-in care now
available in Sartell!

Heavily wooded 40 acres on 260th street. North
of Cold Spring. reat access, rare beauty. $320,000

Located in Coborn’s on
Pine Cone Road, Sartell

Approximately 80 acres, including about 17
acres of shallow Mud Lake. Rolling and wooded.
Watch the migrating water fowl. Accessible by
easement from 260th street south of Cold Spring.
$520,000

Open 7am-7pm, 7 days of the week,
including most holidays
• Minor illnesses
• Minor injuries
• Vaccinations
Services available for patients 18 months+

QUESTIONS? Contact CentraCare Connect
CALL
320-200-3200

TEXT
Text CARE to
320-287-WELL

CHAT
Live chat with us at
centracare.com/connect

320-363-7656
www.collegevillebrokerage.com
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All should agree
on voting rights
When the Minnesota Legislature convened
this week, legislators focused on how state
government will deal with a $1.5-billion budget surplus. Democrats will demand increased
funding for programs such as education and
health care and Republicans will urge a tax
cut.
While agreement on the budget may be
months off, there’s one set of legislative proposals that should be supported by both parties. Secretary of State Steve Simon announced
what he calls his “Investing in Democracy”
agenda aimed at maintaining Minnesota’s nation-leading role for voter turnout and voting
rights.
Simon’s agenda includes four components:
increased security, decreased barriers to voter
registration, restoration of voting rights for
those who were formerly incarcerated and
protecting voter privacy.
To improve Minnesota’s voter security, Congress allocated more than $6.6 million. Unfortunately, legislators and the governor could
not agree last session and these funds were
not allocated, making Minnesota the only state
not to receive this federal investment in time
for the 2018 election. Democrats and Republicans should quickly agree on legislation to get
this money.
To make voting easier, Simon proposes
automatically registering people when they
interact with government agencies unless they
opt out. Automatic voter registration would
update the current “motor voter” law, which
allows eligible Minnesotans to register to vote
when they apply for a driver’s license.
While Minnesota routinely leads the nation
in voter participation, the turnout in the 2018
general election was just 64.25 percent and only
86.8 percent of eligible Minnesotans were registered to vote. Automatic voter registration will
save money and improve voter participation.
Easy access to the ballot is a central tenet
of Minnesota’s elections. However, a person
who has been convicted of a felony but has
left prison behind is ineligible to vote while on
parole or on probation. Approximately 60,000
Minnesotans are currently barred from voting
because they have been convicted of a felony
and have not had their civil rights restored.
Simon proposes making Minnesota the 17th
state in the nation in which voting rights are
restored as soon as a person convicted of a
felony is released from prison.
Passed in 2016 by the legislature, the law
creating the 2020 presidential primary requires
separate ballots for each political party, requires all voters disclose to election officials
the party ballot they choose and makes that
data public record. Minnesotans have not had
to disclose their party affiliation while registering or at the polls. That privacy should be
protected.
The primary would replace the straw polls
taken at precinct caucuses, events sponsored
by the political parties. But the local taxpayers
will fund the presidential primary.
The legislature should repeal the section of
the presidential primary law that mandates revealing voters’ party preferences and the legislature should vote to conduct the presidential
primary by mail, saving millions of dollars.
In other states, mail ballots have resulted in
increased participation.
The last legislative session ended with
deadlock on key issues and frustrated voters.
Early action on Simon’s proposals should give
both parties a win, showing Republicans and
Democrats can work together to solve Minnesota’s problems.
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Opinion
Now we’ve really lost Tom Emmer

We’ve lost Rep. Tom Emmer. We’ve
never really had him you say, and
there could be an argument for that
position. Emmer rarely visits central
Minnesota and much of his financial
support comes from outside our area
and outside the district.
But now we’ve really lost him.
Emmer’s GOP colleagues recently
appointed him to lead the National
Republican Campaign Committee. The
NRCC is the campaign arm of the
House GOP. It raises money for incumbents and challengers and develops
campaign strategy.
Emmer has said his task for the next
two years is to win back Republican
control of the House of Representatives. He’ll do this by traveling around
the country, recruiting candidates and
helping them raise money. His weekend trips away from Washington, D.C.,
won’t be to central Minnesota but to
congressional districts where Republicans hope to post a win.
A former member of the Minnesota
House of Representatives and failed
candidate for governor, Emmer was
re-elected to his third term in 2018. He
was an early Donald Trump supporter
and continues to stand by Trump’s side
at political rallies and with his votes,
including voting in December for $5.7
billion for Trump’s wall…a vote that
touched off the government shutdown.
Emmer was elected in 2014 to replace Michele Bachmann in the 6th
District, a district Trump carried by
26 points. Emmer probably figures
his position in a deep-red House seat
will allow him to focus on running
the NRCC rather than having to worry

Mike
Knaak
Editor
about winning re-election.
Democrats should start now looking
for a strong candidate to challenge
him in 2020 and give him something
to think about as he flies around the
country trying to reclaim the House.
With Emmer joined at the hip to
Trump, Democrats need to find a
strong candidate to challenge him on
his past positions.
On the environment, Emmer supports mineral exploration in the Superior National Forest.
On finances Emmer sponsored the
Home Mortgage Disclosure Adjustment
Act. The law eased disclosure and
compliance requirements for mortgages and benefited smaller lenders instead of borrowers.
On gun safety, Emmer supported
making it easy for people with mental
illness to buy guns. That measure was
the first law the Republicans sent for
Trump’s signature two years ago.
We’ve also lost whatever legislative
clout Emmer had as part of the House
majority. Emmer and his Trump team
buddies won’t be able to act so fast this
time. Republicans are in the minority
now, so don’t look for Emmer to get
any of his conservative ideas passed
into law. Since his election, Emmer has
never been part of the minority. A Dec.
29 New York Times story described

what it’s like in the minority this way:
“Unlike the Senate, where individual members can exert some influence
whether they are in the majority or
not, those on the sidelines in the
House have few options. After years
of being in the know about the House
agenda and majority strategy, Republican lawmakers will now struggle to
even ascertain what the schedule is.
“’You control nothing,’ said Rep.
Peter T. King, the New York Republican
who will be experiencing his fourth
transition in House power. ‘As far as
calling the shots, we have nothing like
the Senate where one guy can filibuster. You have no recourse.’”
When we look at financial contributions to Emmer’s campaigns, it’s easy
to see why we lost him and why he
focused on a narrow set of issues.
In the last election cycle, Emmer
raised more than $2.4 million. Individuals and PACs associated with the
insurance, securities, banking and real
estate industries accounted for more
than $580,000 of that total.
And where did the money come
from? The top two contributors were
associated with Davisco Foods, a
cheese and food ingredient company
headquartered in St. Peter, and Hubbard Broadcasting, owners of the KSTP
empire based in St. Paul. A total of 12
individuals in Sartell and St. Joseph
contributed to Emmer’s last campaign
out of 648 individual contributors.
While we’ve lost Emmer for a number of reasons, Democrats may have
found a chance to win the 6th District
if they can find a strong candidate who
challenges Emmer’s record.

Following ‘house rules’ prolongs Monopoly
During the holidays, my extended
family engaged in one of our annual traditions, a game of Monopoly.
Though my family has played many
times before, there is often confusion
about the exact rules, as many people
have house rules they are used to.
With this in mind I decided to read
through the official rules once again,
and clear up some of this uncertainty.
In the actual rules I learned about
many things people do wrong while
playing the game. I also learned by
employing the correct rules, Monopoly games that can stretch on “forever”
under house rules shortened to more
reasonable periods of time.
Monopoly, for those who maybe
haven’t played, is one of the most
popular and enduring board games
in America and the world. The object
of the game is to buy property, negotiate with others and attempt to be
the last person standing in the game
by bankrupting your opponents. First
published in 1935, it is played in dozens of countries.
Monopoly is so popular and wellknown most people in the United
States have at least a basic understanding of the game’s rules. Though
this is great for finding people to
play at a family gathering, this often
creates a lot of confusion because
people believe they know the rules
to the game and so they don’t often
read them, creating a litany of house
rules and exceptions that slow down
the pace of the game and hurt its
dynamics.

Connor
Kockler
Guest Writer
The largest of these house rule
headaches is the “Free Parking” space.
Situated on the second corner of the
board after the start at “Go,” this area
is home to many a misconception.
Many people play “Free Parking” as
being some sort of lottery space.
Money is placed into the center of
the board, either a base amount and/
or money collected from fines, and is
then cashed out as a jackpot to the
lucky person who lands on the space.
Not only is this against the rules,
it actually hurts the game. The rules
state “Free Parking” is just that, a free
space to land where you don’t have to
pay anyone rent. By putting additional
money into the game as a jackpot, it
prolongs the game by putting money
into the game that isn’t supposed
to be there and allowing players to
continue longer than under the actual
rules.
Contrary to popular belief, getting
sent to jail in the game isn’t as bad as
you would often believe either. Some
players state going to jail keeps you
from collecting rent, or you have to
stay in jail for a full three turns if you
don’t roll doubles first. Both of these
rules are incorrect.
You can absolutely collect rent

while in jail and tournament-level Monopoly players often try specifically to
get into jail so they can sit and collect
rent without risking landing on other
players’ properties. You can also buy
your way out of jail as soon as your
next turn by paying $50.
Another issue that often comes up
is that of houses and hotels. These can
be bought and placed on complete
colored sets of properties in the later
game, increasing rent and helping
you to bankrupt your opponents. The
game includes 32 houses and 12 hotels. In my experience, many players
often resort to finding objects to simulate these pieces if they run out during
gameplay. However, adding additional
houses and hotels is against the rules.
There is intentionally only so many
houses and hotels in the game in
order to create scarcity. If all of the
houses and hotels are in use, players
are supposed to wait until some are
returned to the bank, and if there are
multiple interested buyers, the bank is
supposed to auction them off.
Though I can’t cover all the house
rules and changes people might be
playing with Monopoly in this column, just implementing these three
major rules correctly can have a massive impact on the game. So the next
time your family wants to start up
a game of Monopoly, skim over the
rules first. You might save yourselves
a lot of confusion, and time.
Connor Kockler is a student at St. John’s
University. He enjoys writing, politics and
news, among other interests.
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Students test design skills
at Sartell robotics tournament

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING
ST. STEPHEN CITY COUNCIL
Notice is hereby given the St.
Stephen City Council will hold
a special meeting of the City
Council on Wednesday, Jan. 16,
2019 at 6:30 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as possible, in the
City Hall Council Chambers, 2
Sixth Avenue SE, St. Stephen,
Minnesota to continue discussing the improvement of Sixth
Avenue SE road in the City of
AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL
1-855-977-7030 (MCN)
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Competitive Offer! Nationwide
FREE Pick Up! Call Now For a
Free Quote! 888-366-5659(MCN)
CABLE/INTERNET
DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies
On Demand (w/SELECT Package.) AT&T Internet 99 Percent
Reliability. Unlimited Texts to 120
Countries w/AT&T Wireless. Call
4 FREE Quote1-844-245-2232 (MCN)
Viasat Satellite Internet. Up to
12 Mbps Plans starting at $30/
month. Our Fastest Speeds (up to
50 Mbps) & Unlimited Data Plans
Start at $100/month. Call Viasat
today! 1-855-445-5297 (MCN)
DISH Network $69.99 For 190
Channels. Add High Speed Internet for ONLY $14.95/month. Best
Technology. Best Value. Smart
HD DVR Included. FREE Installation. Some restrictions apply. Call
1-855-434-0020 (MCN)
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60
MB per second speed No contract
or commitment. More Channels.

St. Stephen. The proposed project limits are Sixth Avenue SE
between the south City limits to
Main St E (CSAH5).
/s/ Cris M Drais
City Administrator
Dated: Jan. 3, 2019
Publish: Jan. 11, 2019

photo by Carolyn Bertsch

Pine Meadow Elementary School fourth-graders Zinnia Listug-Lunde, 10, (left)
and her teammate Sabrina Dahlin, 10, work on knocking a yellow cone off a
tower at a practice table Jan. 5 during the Sartell Middle School Robotics Tournament. Both girls are from Sartell.

Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. es of DUMP trailers starting at
Call 1-855-577-7502. (MCN)
$3,184.00; 14,000lb. & 16,000lb.
bumper-pull equipment flatbeds
Earthlink High Speed Internet. & tiltbeds trailers. Information &
As Low As $14.95/month (for PRICES: www.FortDodgeTrailerthe first 3 months.) Reliable High World.com 515-972-4554 (MCN)
Speed Fiber Optic Technology.
Stream Videos, Music and More!
HEALTH & MEDICAL
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a
7096. (MCN)
button sends help FAST! Medical,
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t
EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANT- reach a phone! FREE Brochure.
CALL 888-227-0525 (MCN)
ED
Are you a Class A CDL Driver
SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PREand tired of getting jacked around
by employers? Call me to see why SCRIPTION! World Health Link.
our turnover rate is so low. Scott Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip507-437-9905 Apply: WWW.MCF- tions Required. CIPA Certified.
Over 1500 medications available.
GTL.COM (MCN)
CALL Today For A Free Price
Quote. 1-866-710-6889 Call Now!
FINANCIAL
Behind on your MORTGAGE? (MCN)
Denied a Loan Modification? Bank
Start Saving BIG On Medicathreatening foreclosure? CALL
Homeowner Protection Services tions! Up To 90% Savings from
now! New laws are in effect that 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Medimay help. Call Now 1-800-496- cations Available! Prescriptions
Req’d. Pharmacy Checker Ap4918 (MCN)
proved. CALL Today for Your FREE
Attention all homeowners in Quote. 844-903-1317. (MCN)
jeopardy of foreclosure? We can
help stop your home from foreLung Cancer? Asbestos expoclosure. The Foreclosure Defense sure in industrial, construction,
helpline can help save your home. manufacturing jobs, or military
The Call is absolutely free. 1-800- may be the cause. Family in the
217-0828 (MCN)
home were also exposed. Call
1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@
FOR SALE
breakinginjurynews.com. $30
Trailer Sale! 2018 Aluminum billion is set aside for asbestos
3 Horse 16’X6’8″X7′ 10k was victims with cancer. Valuable set$15,599.00 NOW $12,953.00; tlement moneys may not require
New 6’X12′ V-nose, ramp door filing a lawsuit. (MCN)
$3,149.00; 15 models & siz-

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript
submissions currently being reviewed. Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call for Your
Free Author`s Guide 1-855-5209045 or visit http://dorranceinfo.
com/Midwest (MCN)

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0
DOWN* with AT&T Next® and
AT&T Next Every Year? $250
Gift Card for switching to AT&T!
(*Req`s well-qualified credit. Limits & restr`s apply.) CALL 1-844290-8275. (MCN)

PERSONALS
Meet singles right now! No
paid operators, just real people
like you. Browse greetings, exchange messages and connect
live. Try it free. Call now: 855-651MISCELLANEOUS
Paying too much for car insur- 0114. (MCN)
ance? Not sure? Want better coverVACATION/TRAVEL
age? Call now for a free quote and
Book Your Flight Today on
learn more today! 855-417-7382
United, Delta, American, Air
(MCN)
France, Air Canada. We have the
Cross country Moving, Long best rates. Call today to learn
distance Moving Company out of more 1-855-725-6305 (MCN)
state move $799 Long Distance
DO WARM WINTERS SOUND
Movers Get Free quote on your
Long distance move. 1-800-503- GOOD?? Bring your RV down to
the warm Rio Grande Valley. J-5
6126 (MCN)
RV Park in Mission Tx. will welA PLACE FOR MOM. The na- come you with a country setting,
tion’s largest senior living referral friendly people and lots of activservice. Contact our trusted, lo- ities to keep you busy. We have
cal experts today! Our service is a special for first time visitors.
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-855- Phone us at 956-682-7495 or 515418-3214. Email info@j5rvpark811-8392 (MCN)
texas.com Tom and Donna Tuttle,
FRUIT & NUT TREES From $15. Managers (MCN)
Blueberry, Strawberry, Grape, AsWANTED TO BUY
paragus, Evergreen & Hardwood
Plants & MORE! FREE Catalog.
Want to purchase minerals and
WOODSTOCK NURSERY, N1831 other oil/gas interests. Send deHwy 95, Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll tails to: P.O. Box 13557, Denver
Free 888-803-8733 wallace-wood- CO 80201(MCN)
stock.com (MCN)
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If you have a tip concerning a
crime, call the Sartell Police Department at 320-251-8186 or Tri-County
Crime Stoppers at 320-255-1301,
or access its tip site at tricountycrimestoppers.org. Crime Stoppers
offers rewards up to $1,000 for information leading to the arrest and
conviction of those responsible for
a crime. This information is submitted by the Sartell Police Department.
Dec. 19
1:15 a.m. Traffic stop. 18th Street
N. An officer conducted a routine
plate check and discovered the
owner had a revoked license. The
driver matched the description of
the owner. During the stop the
driver admitted to knowing he had
a revoked license. The driver was
cited for the infraction and the vehicle towed for lack of insurance.
Dec. 20
Midnight. Driving complaint. Riverside Avenue N. An officer was
dispatched for a driving complaint
from a concerned citizen about a
vehicle without taillights. The officer found and stopped the vehicle. The officer advised if the taillights did not work then to use the
flashing hazard lights until they
reached their destination. Officer
gave a verbal warning.
Dec. 21
10:10 p.m. Argument. Amber Avenue S. Officers were dispatched to
a residence about a verbal dispute
where screaming had been heard.
Officers arrived and talked with
the tenant about the argument
they had with their spouse. The
officer advised the resident that
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Blotter

if another argument were to happen to call the police so they could
deescalate the argument.

rest. The officer took the individual into custody and transported the
person to Stearns County Jail.

Dec. 22
3 a.m. Burglary. Ninth Avenue
N. Officers were dispatched to a
possible burglary in progress. The
resident told officers they could
hear possibly two individuals attempting to make entry in their
residence. The officer was assisted
by a Waite Park officer and Stearns
County deputy in searching the
area. No forced entry was found.

Dec. 26
8:45 p.m. Suspicious activity. Cougar Lane. Officers were dispatched
to suspicious activity about juveniles ringing doorbells and leaving
in a vehicle. The officers found a
vehicle matching the description
given by a citizen and interviewed
the juvenile occupants. The officer called the concerned citizen
and told them if it happened again
there would be extra patrols in the
area.

Dec. 23
12:40 a.m. Suspicious vehicle. 12th
Street N. Officers found a parked
vehicle in the lot of a park. The
officer identified the individuals
in the vehicle and advised them of
park hours. The individuals stated
they were looking for a store. The
officers gave directions to the store
and released them with a warning.
Dec. 24
3:30 a.m. Assist. Sunset Avenue.
An officer was dispatched to help
an individual who was locked outside without shoes or coat. Officer
arrived and found an intoxicated
person. Officers gave the individual a ride home so they were not
outside without shoes or coat.
Dec. 25
8:10 a.m. Assist. Second Street S.
An officer was approached by an
individual and asked if they could
get a ride to another location. The
officer declined but offered to call
a taxi for the individual. The officer conducted a routine check on
the individual and found them to
have an active warrant for their ar-

Dec. 27
7:30 p.m. Juvenile incident. Second Avenue N. Officers were dispatched to a boy who had left his
home without a shirt on. Officers
located the boy and returned him
home without incident.
Dec. 28
6:30 p.m. Traffic stop. CR 120. Officers saw a vehicle with expired
registration. Conducting a stop,
the driver stated they were unaware of the expired registration
due to multiple recent moves. The
officer cited the driver for expired
registration and gave a warning to
update the license to the current
address.
Dec. 29
4:30 p.m. Shoplifting. CR 120. Officers were dispatched to a store
to meet an individual who had
concealed items and attempted
to leave the store without paying.
The individual admitting to taking
the items and the officer cited the
individual for the theft.

Haga Kommer CPA’s
is excited to announce
their merger with
Schmitz & Ketchum and
welcome Ryan Holter,
CPA, MBT to our office!
Schmitz & Ketchum, a division of Haga
Kommer, CPA’s, will continue to operate
from its current office.
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Dec. 30
12:20 a.m. Warrant. Pinecone
Road N. An individual contacted
authorities to turn himself in for a
warrant. Officers confirmed a warrant was for the individual’s arrest
and took the individual into custody without incident. Individual
was turned over to Stearns County
Jail.
Dec. 31
1:35 a.m. Traffic stop. Connecticut
Avenue S. An officer conducted
a license plate check and learned
the owner of a vehicle had a suspended license. After a traffic stop,
the officer learned the driver had a
warrant for their arrest. While seeing if any occupants had a valid
driver’s license, the officer found a
second person also had a warrant
for their arrest.
Jan. 1
3:50a.m. Domestic. Fifth Avenue
N. A person reported they had
been assaulted by their spouse and
that the spouse was attempting to
leave in a vehicle. Officers discovered several injuries to the spouse
attempting to leave. The individual found to be the aggressor was
arrested for domestic assault and
transported to Stearns County Jail.
Jan. 2
8:30 p.m. Traffic stop. 11th Avenue NE. An officer witnessed a
delivery vehicle without working
taillights. The officer stopped the
driver and investigated. The driver
was having multiple issues with
the vehicle. The officer advised the
driver to activate the hazard lights
and to get the vehicle back as safe
ly as possible.
Jan. 3
12:45 p.m. Suspicious person.
10th Street S. Officers were called
to a residence about an individual
walking around taking pictures of
a house. Officers arrived and interviewed the individual. The indi-

vidual was new to the country and
was photographing local wildlife.
Jan. 4
7 p.m. Traffic stop. Seventh Avenue N. Officers were dispatched
for a driving complaint. Officers
conducted a field sobriety test on
the driver and arrested them for
DWI. Individual was transported
to Stearns County Jail.
Jan. 5
2:25 a.m. Vehicle pursuit. Second
Street S. An officer witnessed a vehicle fail to dim its headlights for
oncoming traffic. When the officer
tried to make a traffic stop, the
driver fled. The vehicle stopped in
a driveway and the driver attempted to flee on foot but was apprehended. Individual was arrested
and transported to Stearns County
Jail.
Jan. 6
11:10 p.m. Domestic. Bridgeport
Drive. Officers were dispatched for
an individual threatening a person
they were in a relationship with.
Officers arrived to interview the individual and they became combative. Officers arrested the individual
and transported them to Stearns
County Jail.
Jan. 7
12:40 a.m. Trespass. CR 120. An
officer went to a business to deal
with an individual who had trespassed previously. The individual
stated they were aware of the trespass but went to the business anyway. The officer issued the citation
for the trespass and released the
individual.
Jan. 8
5:40 p.m. Theft. CR 120. An individual had been caught stealing
from a business. The individual
was issued a citation for the theft
and a trespass from the store. The
individual was released.

Martin Luther King Jr.
Jan 20
Jan 21

SALE

Sun: 10a-7p
Mon: 9a-9p

50% off:

Men’s, women’s and kids’ clothing
Purses, bags & wallets
Shoes/boot
Bed & Bath
Bed & Bath accessories

Scarves, hats, ties, belts, crafts, kids’ accessories and more

ST. CLOUD
600 25th Ave S #102
St. Cloud MN 56301
(320) 251-7444

