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Local K of C to sponsor
youth free-throw contest

Boys and girls, ages 9-14, are 
invited to the local level of com-
petition for the 2019 Knights of 
Columbus Free-Throw Champi-
onship on Sunday, Jan. 27 at the 
St. Joseph Catholic School gym, 
32 W. Minnesota St. Registration 
and practice is at 12:30 p.m.; the 
contest begins at 1 p.m. Winners 
progress through local, district 
and state competition. Last year, 
more than 120,000 sharpshooters 
participated in more than 3,600 
local competitions. All contes-
tants on the local level are rec-
ognized for their participation in 
the annual event. Participants are 
required to furnish proof of age 
and written parental consent. For 
more information, contact Mark 
Berg-Arnold at 320-363-1077.

St. Ben’s hosts Girls,
Women in Sports Day

The College of St. Benedict 
Blazers Basketball Team hosts 
Bethel at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 30, as part of a celebration 
for National Girls and Women 
in Sports Day. The  2019  Bennie 
Spotlight Award honoree, Nancy 
Frost Bellmont, will be honored 
at halftime  along with a  perfor-
mance by the CSB dance team. 
All girls and women wearing a 
sports jersey will receive free ad-
mission to this event.

SYHA Raffle:
$41,00 in prizes

Sartell Youth Hockey is now 
conducting its annual Scheels 
raffle with a grand prize of 
$1,499.99; 100 prizes in total; 
1:20 odds. Winners can choose 
the awarded firearm, with proper 
credentials, or a gift card for the 
awarded value. The gift card is re-
deemable for any merchandise in 
the St. Cloud store. Tickets may 
be purchased at both Blue Line 
Bar & Grill locations, the Firing 
Line Indoor Range & Gun Shop, 
during varsity hockey games at 
Bernick’s Arena or from SYHA 
members. For more information, 
visit sartellhockeyraffle.com.

Snowmobile safety
class offered

A snowmobile safety class 
starts at 12:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
10, for riders 11 years of age or 
older.

Participants must have com-
pleted the online course in order 
to register. To sign up, send the 
student’s name, date of birth 
and contact information to snow-
mobilesafety@co.benton.mn.us. 
Class is limited to 25 students. 
No walk-ins will be accepted. A 
parent or guardian must accom-
pany each student on testing day.

The instructor is Sgt. James 
Dingmann of the Benton County 
Sheriff’s Office.
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Bids to be taken for Celebration, again
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

An ordering of bids was ap-
proved by the Sartell City Coun-
cil at its last meeting for safety 
improvements in the Celebration 
neighborhood of Sartell.

The estimated cost of the proj-
ect is about $500,000 for the actual 

construction, with an additional 
$125,000 to cover soft costs, such 
as design.

Bids will be opened sometime 
in February.

Celebration neighborhood has 
been plagued with draining prob-
lems and water build-up in alleys 
and some streets, causing slippery 

spots in cold weather and degra-
dation of pavement and surfac-
ing, and causing widespread safety 
concerns for residents and visitors.

Construction to improve the 
drainage will take place between 
April and August of 2019. City 
staff, the engineering firm and the 
council have taken public input for 

the project for more than a year. 
Final plans were approved in July 
of last year, but bids came in high-
er than expected and so bids were 
rejected and the project will have 
to be rebid.

Assessments to residents who 
live in that neighborhood are ex-
pected to be about $1,000 per lot.

A day off, a day out 
photo by Carolyn Bertsch

Blustering wind and cold temperatures did not prevent the Calhoun family of Sartell from sledding fun Jan. 21 at the hill near 
St. Francis Xavier. They are (left to right) Carissa; Aubriella, 7; Zander, 15; and Matt.

SS River Runners to celebrate 50th birthday
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Nineteen sixty-nine was a long, 
long time ago – a half century, to 
be exact, but some members of the 
St. Stephen River Runners snow-
mobile remember that year fondly, 
as if it were yesterday, because 
that’s the year their club began.

The club’s members are plan-
ning a huge public birthday cele-
bration to memorialize the 50-year 
event Saturday, Feb. 9, at various 
venues in downtown St. Stephen. 
Everyone is welcome, including 
nonsnowmobilers. It will start at 
noon that day at Trobec’s Bar with 
a Vintage Sled Show followed by a 
Vintage Ride from 2:30-4:30 p.m. 
For a complete list of the day’s ac-
tivities, see end of this story.

Historic year
In 1969, the following news-

worthy events happened: For the 
first time, two American men – 
Neil Armstrong and Edwin “Buzz” 
Aldrin – land on the moon; a mu-
sic festival in upstate New York, 
dubbed Woodstock, attracts more 
than 350,000 young music fans; 
the Boeing 747 jumbo jet makes 
its first flight; members of the 
Charles Manson cult murder six 
people in the Los Angeles area; the 
Beatles release “Abbey Road” and 
give their final live performance 
on the rooftop of Apple Records 
in London; a motorcycle movie 
called “Easy Rider” is a smash hit; 
football great Brett Favre is born; 
Richard Nixon is elected president; 
200,000 people march in Washing-
ton, D.C., to protest the nation’s 
involvement in the Vietnam War.

Members
The nonprofit St. Stephen River 

Runners was one of the first to be 
organized in Minnesota.

There are about 30 active mem-
bers in the St. Stephen River Run-
ners, but counting members’ chil-
dren, friends and relatives who 
love to ride, that number is 40 
riders and sometimes far more, 
depending on the event.

There are 14 members from St. 
Stephen, six from Sartell, a few 
from St. Joseph, one from Rice, one 
or two from Holdingford, St. Cloud 
and Sauk Rapids, and a few from 
rural areas in the general vicinity.

Dan Neid, who lives in Sartell, 
is the club’s media director. He’s 
been a member since 2016 when 
one day he walked into a club 
meeting and decided to join, partly 

contributed photo

Working at night, two mem-
bers of the St. Stephen River 
Runners put up trail signage. 
The men are Paul Radake 
(left) and Mike Hornung.River • page 4

Pond-hockey tourney set for Feb. 1-3 in Sartell
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

There is a 13-year-old kid in-
side of 63-year-old Gary Hines 
– a kid who pops up smiling 
and gleeful when Hines recalls 
his days of playing pond hock-

ey so many years ago in his 
hometown, Little Falls.

Hines, a longtime hockey 
coach for Sartell and Sauk Rap-
ids, is the owner of Hockey 
Zone Minnesota in Waite Park. 
He is also the organizer of 
the Granite City Pond Hock-

ey Championship Tournament 
that will take place Feb. 1-3 at 
Blackberry Ridge Golf Club in 
Sartell.

Hines happily admits that 
hockey brings out the “kid” 
in him. As a boy, he and his 
neighbors loved nothing bet-

ter than to play outside in the 
winter months, especially pond 
hockey. When talking about 
those days, Hines bubbles over 
with gleeful nostalgia, as if his 
long-ago youth is just a breath 
away.

Pond • page 4
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The Sartell Squirt B White 
team won the Wayzata Freeze 
Squirt B1 tournament during 
the weekend of Jan. 4-6.  In the 
Jan. 4 game against STMA B1 
Gold, Sartell won 8-5.  On Jan. 

5, Sartell hung on to beat Blaine 
3-2, getting the winning goal 
with under two minutes left.  In 
the championship game, Sartell 
earned a 6-2 win over Andover. 

Gabrielson Law Office has 
been accepted as one of the 
American Institute of Personal 
Injury Attorneys 10 Best Law 
Firms in Minnesota in client 
satisfaction for 2018. The Amer-
ican Institute of Personal Injury 
Attorneys is a third-party at-
torney rating organization that 
publishes an annual list of the 
Top 10 personal injury attorneys 
in each state.

Ten Sartell students have 
been named to the fall dean's 
list at the University of Minne-
sota Duluth. To qualify for this 
honor, students must achieve a 
minimum grade-point average 
of 3.5.

The students are: Bret Burg-
graff,  Laurana Deuel,  Rachel 
Eisenschenk, Wyatt Hill, Nich-
olas Johnson,  Kevin Krauel, 
Nathaniel Miller, Danny Nguy-
en,  Alayna Paulsen-Trombley 
and Trevor Raths.

Kerry Ashfeld of St. Ste-
phen has been named to the 
president's list at Central Lake 
College, Brainerd. To qualify for 
this honor, a student must main-

tain a minimum grade-point av-
erage of 3.75.

Twenty Sartell students have 
been named to the fall semes-
ter dean's list at North Dakota 
State University, Fargo.  A stu-
dent must earn a minimum 3.50 
grade-point average to qualify.

The students are: Pe-
ter Amundson,   Amanda 
Burge,  Jonathan Carlson, Ari-
anna Christian, Dawson Cole-
man, Courtney Deters, Jessica 
Deters, Ryan Dumont, Ryan 
Fernholz, Alyssa Frank, Ben-
jamin Grant, Morgan Grass-
wick, Callie Grosz, Michael 
Heim,  Samantha Killmer, Bai-
ley Offerdahl, Macy Senn, Kirk 
Staiger, Sydney Thieschafer 
and Benjamin Yelle.     

Six area students recently 
graduated from the College of 
St. Scholastica, Duluth. They 
include the following local stu-
dents: Emily Crilly, Jessica Ei-
senschenk, Andrea Johnson, 
Jodie Lieser and Chelsey Mers-
bergen, all of Sartell,  and Mag-
gy Hiza of St. Stephen.

Sophie Loberg, daughter of 
Dawn and Jeff Loberg of Sartell, 
was named to the fall semester 
dean's list at the University of 
Minnesota. She maintained a 
minimum 3.666 grade-point av-
erage to earn this honor.

Hannah Yackley of St. Ste-
phen was named to the fall 
semester dean's list at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-La Crosse. 
To be eligible for this honor, a 
student needs a minimum 3.5 
grade-point average. 

Five area students have 
been named to the fall semester 
dean's list at  Minnesota State 
University, Moorhead. Students 
must maintain a minimum 3.25 
grade-point average to qualify.

The students are  Mikayla 
Gessell,  Kia Grindland,  Rhett 
Staiger and Nathan Stracke, all 
of Sartell, and Tessa Schwing-
hammer of St. Stephen.     

Four Sartell students were 
recently named to the fall dean’s 
list at Iowa State University, 
Ames. Students must earn a 
minimum 3.50 grade-point aver-
age to achieve this honor.

The students are:    Taylor 
Buske, Anna Ellis, Seth Daniel 
Jenkins and Jordan Och.

Four Sartell students grad-
uated in fall 2018 from North 
Dakota State University, Fargo. 
They are: Amanda Burge, Ryan 
Dumont, Michael Heim and 
Michael Kutz. Dumount and 
Heim graduated with honors 
after achieving a grade-point 
average of 3.50 or higher.

Austin Sura of Sartell has 
been named to the fall dean’s 
list for outstanding scholarship 
at the University of Notre Dame 
(Indiana) College of Engineer-
ing. Students who achieve this 
honor represent the top 30 per-
cent of students in their college.

contributed photo

The Sartell Sabre Peewee A team competed in the Edina Tradi-
tion Invitational. During pool play they defeated Madison 8-1, 
Minnetonka 2-0 and Eagan 3-1 to advance to the championship 
game against the host team Edina. They fell short after a hard- 
fought third period with a final score of 3-2. The tournament 
was Dec. 27-30.

contributed photo

Sartell Squirt B White team members are (front) Jake Ashby; 
(second row. left to right) Brady Anderson, Luke Webster, 
Landyn Stavos, Cade Budde and Ben Marushin; (third row) 
Keaton Landowski, Brayden Klande, Kaden Peterlin, Isaac 
Menzter, Nathan Gjemse and Landon Kimble; and (back row) 
coaches Travis Peterlin, JD Anderson, Tom Gjemse and Pat 
Marushin.

contributed photo

Free-throw participants (left to right) Devin Lawson, Grant 
Kurowski, Tyler Thole, Brady Thompson and Grand Knight of 
the Bishop Trobec Council No. 5276, Dan Kurowski.

The Knights of Columbus Bishop Trobec Council No. 5276 
conducted a free-throw contest on Jan. 12 At. St. Francis Xavier 
School. Boys and girls between the ages of 9  and 14 were invited 
to participate. There was a boy and girl winner in each age group 
and they will advance to the district level at St. Francis on Satur-
day, Feb. 9. 

People
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Alex Travel
Utopia Tours3015 Hwy. 29 S., Ste. 4038, Alexandria, MN  56308

320-253-0400 • 1-800-872-8445 • www.utopiatours.com

Brochures available at Whitney Senior Center!

2019 MOTORCOACH TOURS
Early discounts apply – call soon!

Flordia Panhandle & Cajun Country.................................March 18-30; 13 days
Washington, DC & New York City........................................ April 1-12; 12 days
Nashville (2 nights) & Memphis (2 nights)........................... April 10-17; 8 days
Spring Branson Tour, 5 great shows inc. “Samson”......... April 22-27; 6 days
ARK Encounter & Creation Museum + Nappanee-Amish................April 23-28
Pella Tulip Festival and Amana Colonies.......................April 30-May 3; 4 days
Mackinac Island (2 nights) & Door County (2 nights)........ June 22-27; 6 days
Niagara Falls (2 nights) and Mackinac Island.......................July 19-26; 8 days
Great Parks of the West Tour............................................July 30-Aug 6; 8 days
Summer Medora (2 nights-Medora)...........................................Aug 6-8; 3 days
Canadian Rockies, Glacier Park & Medora............................ Aug 7-14; 8 days

ALASKA Roundtrip Air + Motorcoach & Ferry:
Fly to Juneau/return Anch July 21-Aug 1; 12 days

ALASKA Roundtrip Air + Motorcoach
Fly to Fairbanks/return Anch July 26-Aug 1; 7 Days

TRAVEL SHOW

Come and join us for refreshments and information on Utopia Tours 2019. 
Tours and a presentation by our European Specialist Ken Koob on the 
following escorted tours:

Splendor of Norway...............................................................July 15-25, 2019
Scotland/Ireland with Military Tattoo Performance...........Aug. 10-20, 2019
Cities of Lights Paris to Prauge-Viking River Cruises.........Oct. 8-20, 2019
Landmarks of Europe with Obermmergau Passion Play.....Aug 3-15, 2020

Tuesday, Feb 12        6:30 p.m.
Quality Inn 

4040 2nd Street South, St. Cloud

--more fall tours added--

It’s time again for 
River of Life’s Annual 

WILD GAME FEED!

6:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 26 at 
River of Life in Cold Spring

For everyone ages 12 and older!

River of Life Church: 22881 178th Ave, Cold Spring
Feel free to contact us if you have any further questions at 320.597.7777

We always have great food and awesome giveaways
along with an insightful messsage. There is no cost for this

great evening of fun, food and friends!

We hope you will be able to join us at this fun annual event!
See our website for all the information: riveroflifeag.org

    Saturday, Feb. 16
NOON-2:30 P.M. • KRAEMER LAKE

Tickets: $15 Advanced (Until 6 p.m., Feb. 15)
$20 At The Lake

$10 Kids (13 & under) Advanced & at the Lake
PRIZES:
Two Categories: Game and Pan Fish
$200 FOR LARGEST FISH
$150 FOR 2nd LARGEST
$100 FOR 3rd LARGEST

Restrooms & Warming House Available

All Other Registered Fish Qualify For One Of 20 – $20 Cash Drawings!

First 200 Kids (15 & Under) Receive Free Ice Fishing Gear With Valid Ticket!

MANY DOOR PRIZES AWARDED THROUGHOUT THE CONTEST 
(MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN)

Over 
$3,000 

In 
Prizes

LUNCH AND REFRESHMENTS

ST. JOSEPH ROD AND GUN CLUB 26th ANNUAL

ice fishing contest
If cancelled because of poor ice/weather, 
NO RESCHEDULE. Refunds upon request.

5 GRAND PRIZES: 
FREE overnight fish house rental for 4 people on Upper Red Lake!

Donated by JR’s Corner Access. Sign up at the lake. Must be present to win.

Donated by the St. Joseph Rod & Gun Club:  

(1) Clam Retreat Ice
(1) Clam Refuge Ice Thermal FLR Fish House
(2)  HT Polar Fire XT Power Ice Auger

3rd SATURDAY

Tickets Available at Stop Light Bait, St. Cloud; SuperAmerica, St. Joseph; Holiday, St. Joseph;
American Legion, St. Joseph; St. Joseph Liquor Shoppe; SuperAmerica, Cold Spring;  

or online at www.stjoerodandgunclub.org

FOR INFORMATION CALL 320-363-8803 or 320-251-2881
ALL STATE LAWS APPLY

Deputy Chief Struffert
to retire after 34 years

After 34 years in the law-en-
forcement profession and 29 of 
them serving Sartell, Deputy 
Police Chief Dale Struffert will 
retire this May.

In a letter to Police Chief 
Jim Hughes, Struffert stated 
that “recent changes in PERA, 
as well as continued issues 
with my personal health, have 
caused me to realize that it is 
time for a change in my life.”

Struffert also stated he is 
willing to be part of the tran-
sition process to make it go as 
smoothly as possible for a new 
deputy chief.

Deputy Chief Dale Struffert

Volunteers needed 
for two city boards

The city of Sartell is look-
ing for volunteers to serve on 
two city boards – the Planning 
Commission and Economic De-
velopment Commission.

The Economic Development 
Commission consists of Sartell 
and Le Sauk Township resi-
dents appointed by the City 
Council to make recommenda-
tions on development issues. 
The board meets every other 
month on the third Tuesday, 
usually at 7 a.m.

The Planning Commission 
meets the first Monday of every 
month, usually at 6:30 p.m. 

The commission serves as an 
advisory board and provides 
recommendations on land-use 
and zoning matters.

Applications will be accept-
ed through Feb. 5. Then candi-
dates will be interviewed by the 
City Council and appointments 
made on Feb. 25.

Application forms are avail-
able on the city’s website at 
www.sartellmn.com under 
e-forms, by emailing anita@
sartellmn.com or by stopping 
at City Hall, 125 Pinecone Road 
N.

Meetings for low-income 
housing rehab grants set

The city of Sartell has been 
invited to apply for a grant 
to fund home rehabilitation for 
low- to moderate-income home-
owners.

Meetings are scheduled for 
Thursday, Feb. 7, for home-
owners and owners of rental 
property.

The meetings will be at 
the Sartell Community Center, 
850 19th St. S. The session for 
homeowners begins at 6 p.m. 
followed by a meeting for rental 
property owners at 7 p.m.

For homeowners, maps of the 
target area for funding are avail-
able at the Sartell City Hall or by 
contacting Ed Zimny at Central 
Minnesota Housing Partnership 
Inc., 320-258-0673.

For rental owners, there is a 
target area for multi-family rent-
al units, however, single family 
and duplex rental units are eligi-
ble citywide. 

The application to the De-
partment of Employment and 
Economic Development is due 
Feb. 28.

“The applications for these 
funds are very competitive. Last 
year only 26 communities re-
ceived their request for funding” 
Zimny said in a press release.

One of the areas that increas-
es a community’s chances of 
receiving funding is to be able 
to demonstrate owner interest 

in using the program. A well-at-
tended meeting will improve 
Sartell’s chances for a successful 
application.

Senior group thanks city council
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

It was a night for new 
faces, an evening for cele-
bration, a time for cupcakes.

On Jan. 14 at the Sartell 
City Council meeting room, 
four city-council members 
took their oaths of office 
– new mayor Ryan Fitz-
thum (formerly a council 
member) and new council 
members Brady Andel, Tim 
Elness and Jeff Kolb. Those 
four joined the only council 
member still serving from 
the previous council – Mike 
Chisum.

After they took their 
oaths, one by one, a sur-
prise guest announced she’d 
brought a big tray of cup-
cakes to celebrate the oc-
casion. Paulette Levasseur, 

who is chair and volunteer 
coordinator for the Sartell 
Senior Connection, said she 
brought the treats in honor 
of the newly-constituted city 
council and also to com-
memorate the first birthday 
of the Sartell Community 
Center, which opened about 
a year ago. The Sartell Se-
nior Connection, a group of 
very active senior citizens, 
has a “home” in the com-
munity center, a long-de-
layed wish come true.

Levasseur congratulated 
the new council members 
and told the council the se-
nior-center headquarters is 
a “fabulous” place.

She recalled that, as a 
member of the Jaycees 
Women’s group in the early 
1990s, she and others raised 
money for a wading pool at 

Watab Park but that their 
larger goal was to push for a 
community center in Sartell. 
That goal finally became a 
reality nearly 30 years later.

”We’d been waiting for a 
long time,” she said.

In just one year, the senior 
center held two brunches 
for veterans, enlisted many 
speakers on a wide range 
of topics, sponsored spe-
cial events for all Sartell 
residents and out-of-town 
visitors, and some senior 
members created 500 caps 
to donate to disabled vet-
erans and people in need 
who seek help from Tri-Cap 
social programs.

“That was all in the first 
year (of the center), and 
there will be more to come,” 
Levasseur said to the coun-
cil.

Council approves 
$10-million bond
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

The Sartell City Council at its 
last meeting unanimously ap-
proved the issuance of a $10-mil-
lion general obligation bond.

The bond will pay for three 
needs in the city: $7 million 
for the East Side Reconstruc-
tion Overlay Plan, $2 million 
for Phase 2 construction of the 
Sartell Public Facilities Building 
(new police and fire department 
headquarters) and $1 million for 
a new fire department ladder 
truck.

A representative of Ehlers & 

Associates, Sartell’s financial/
bonding company, presented de-
tails of the bond sale. Bids on the 
bond were opened the morning 
of Jan. 14, and Wells Fargo was 
the lowest bidder.

She noted the bond has a 
“great” interest rate of 2.97 per-
cent, thanks to Sartell’s excellent 
bond rating from Standard and 
Poor's for the city’s good budget 
management and healthy liquid-
ity.

The payback terms of the 
bond will vary: for the east-side 
project five years, for the ladder 
truck 10 years and for the public 
facilities building 15 years.
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Located in Coborn’s on  
Pine Cone Road, Sartell
 
Open 7am-7pm, 7 days of the week, 
including most holidays

• Minor illnesses
• Minor injuries
•  Vaccinations

Services available for patients 18 months+ 

320-200-3200 Live chat with us at  
centracare.com/connect

CALL

Text CARE to 
320-287-WELL

TEXT CHAT

QUESTIONS? Contact CentraCare Connect

Convenient,  
walk-in care now 
available in Sartell!

Call the Sartell-St. Stephen
Newsleaders at 320-363-7741
if you would like to be in the
business directory.

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

PUBLISHING 
Von Meyer Publishing

32 1st Ave. NW
St. Joseph • 320-363-7741 
www.thenewsleaders.com

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR
Auto Body 2000

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Joseph • 320-363-1116

Little Sabres Preschool Open House
2019-20 School Year • Three- and four-year-olds

5:30-7:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 28

Sartell-St. Stephen 
School District Service Center
212 3rd Ave. N., Sartell (enter door 2)

Stop in for a tour, meet staff 
and pick up registration paperwork. 
Registration starts Monday, Feb. 4. 

Students must be 3 or 4 by Sept. 1, 2019.

Sartell Swarm  
Registration for 2019 Summer Season

Girls ages 6-18 fastpitch softball
For more information and to register, go to www.sartellfastpitch.com.

Registration is now open through 2/18/19. 
New this year: teams formed by grade for school year 2019-2020.

Contact Angela Swenson 
with registration questions at 

angela@sartellfastpitch.com

because he likes the way the club 
involves spouses and children and 
how they chip in to do good deeds 
for towns and people. The two 
children of Dan and Carrie Neid – 
Megan, 12; and Ethen,   15 – help 
with trail work, and Megan helps 
with snowmobile safety training 
programs.

Neid is a wine-and-beer distribu-
tor for the Johnson Brothers Liquor 
Co.

An individual membership for 
the club costs $30 annually; a family 
membership is $35, which covers 
any children under the age of 18.

Meetings are at 7 p.m. every oth-
er Wednesday, September through 
April at Trobec’s Bar. The upcoming 
ones are scheduled for Feb. 6 and 
12; March 6 and 20; and April 3 and 
17. Anyone considering joining or 
just  wanting to find out more about 
the club should just show up at a 
meeting.

The current St. Stephen River 
Runners club president is Rodney 
Welch of St. Joseph whose wife, 
Lori, is also very active in the club.

What they do
There are 13.31 miles of snow-

mobile trail the River Runners 
maintain and groom, most of the 
trail in St. Stephen and immediately 
surrounding it. Periodic fundraisers 
help foot the costs, including main-
tenance of the big trail-grooming 
machines. The current trail owned 
and managed by River Runners 
connects to the St. Joseph Sno-Joes 
Trail near Sartell. It also connects 
to the north with the Holdingford 
Sno-Flyers Trail.

Currently, the club plans to open 
an access point on the trail to con-
nect with the Sartell area.

The River Runners typically host 
a summer barbecue party at a club 
member’s lake cabin. They also 
host snowmobile-raffle fundraisers; 
safety courses for young people; 

Adopt-a-Highway ditch cleanups; 
Community Day trail signage and 
trail cleanup in spring and fall; a 
kick-off-the-season party and trail 
ride; and each year a special ride 
in another area. Last year, they en-
joyed a long ride near Two Harbors 
in the Lake Superior North Shore; 
this year, they’re going to Walker. 
Usually, the ride participants put 
in from 75 up to 125 miles per day, 
including warm-ups stops, lunch 
times and so forth.

The club also participates in 
rides for good causes, such as the 
Blackwoods Blizzard Tour to raise 
funds for research into ALS (aka 
Lou Gehrig’s disease). Some club 
members participate in the Veterans 
Day Ride, now in Grand Rapids but 
formerly in Paynesville.

“That was caused by lack of 
snow in Paynesville,” Neid said. 
“That’s why it was moved to Grand 
Rapids.”

Lack of snow, Neid said, is the 
annual dread of every snowmobiler 
because no snow means no fun.

Birthday party
The following is the schedule 

for the Feb. 9 River Runners’ 50th 
Birthday Party:

• Noon-2 p.m. Vintage Sled 
Show. Registration, hot dogs and 
chili.

• 2:15 p.m. Judging and priz-
es for Best of Show and People’s 
Choice awards.

• 2:30- 4:30 p.m. Vintage Ride, 
for anyone who wants to partici-
pate. Any year of sled can join in.

• 2:30-4:30 p.m. Games at How-
ie’s Bar for those not going on the 
Vintage Ride.

• 4:30- 6 p.m. Vintage Clothing 
Contest and prizes at Rusty Nail Bar.

• 6-8 p.m. Entertainment and 
taco bar at Trobec’s Bar. At 8 p.m. 
the 50/50 Raffle Drawing will take 
place, and a meat raffle will last 
from 6-8 p.m. The first prize is 50 
percent of the prize pool, second 
prize 25 percent and so forth.

Proceeds from the day’s events 
will be used for trail and grooming 
costs.

River
from front page

And he giggles like a kid 
when he recalls how his father 
years ago would take the kids 
out riding deep into the coun-
try in his 1953 Ford. The father 
would tie a rope onto the back 
of the car and to the front of 
a big toboggan, and the kids 
would pile on and off they’d go, 
laughing and shouting with joy, 
along the sleek, snowy roads.

Hines wants, more than any-
thing, for kids nowadays to 
experience the same kinds of 
winter pleasures.

“My hope, my want, my 
wish,” he said, “is for families 
to have the same fun we did 
years ago, to get outside in 
winter and socialize with fun 
and games, to have fun without 
win-or-lose pressures.”

Hines said he worries about 
how so many children are tun-
ing into their iPhones and other 
electronic gizmos but tuning 
out from in-person communi-
cation.

“When I was a kid, we had 
so much fun with the neigh-
bors,” he said. “Nowadays, too 
many families are inundated 
with schedules, always so busy 
they forget to have fun. Peo-
ple should socialize more, and 
having fun outdoors is a way to 
do that. What’s needed is un-
structured fun, without a lot of 
rules and with no pressure from 
coaches and parents.”

Hines has a hope and a vi-
sion that it can happen, if only 
parents and children are ex-
posed to a chance to have fun – 
pond hockey, ice skating, win-
ter walks, sleigh rides, snow-
shoeing, cross-country skiing 
and more. Recently, Hines’s 
business donated 40 pairs of 
skates to Blackberry Ridge so 
people who don’t happen to 
own skates can visit, put on 
skates and zip around an out-
door rink or cautiously, wobbly, 
learn to skate for the first time.

In early January, three out-
door ice rinks were constructed 
and flooded just outside the 
Blackberry Ridge clubhouse. 
Hines and many others are 
hoping the winter activities 
will catch on and grow, joining 
friends, families and new ac-
quaintances together for social 
fun – not to mention healthy 
exercise. Many years ago in 
Sartell, there was a popular fes-
tival called “Winter Haven” in 
the city’s Watab Park area that 
attracted people from through-
out central Minnesota and even 
as far away as the Twin Cities. 
Hines is hoping that kind of 
winter fun can become a re-
newed tradition at Blackberry 
Ridge and other winter-activity 
venues in the area.

Hines said throughout his 
20 years of coaching hockey, 
he constantly was happy and 
inspired every time he’d see the 
smiles on the faces of kids who 
were having so much fun.

“Those smiles made all the 
work so worthwhile,” he said. 
“Those shining eyes and smiles 
when they’d catch on about 
how to play. That kept me go-
ing, year after year. And it was 
fun for them without the win-
or-lose worries.”

In   2011, Hines and others 

started the nonprofit Minne-
sota Youth Foundation, and in 
2012 the organization started 
pond hockey on rinks upon 
Lake George near downtown St. 
Cloud. Blackberry Ridge will be 
a much better venue, he said, 
because its location is rural, 
with a good wintry-landscape 
feel.

Hines is encouraging people 
to check out, online, the Feb. 
1-3 Granite City Pond Hockey 
tournament. The site is www.
gcpondhockey.com

Each team, various catego-
ries for youth and adult, will be 
limited to six people, with each 
game on the 50- by 100-foot 
rinks not lasting very long – 15 
minutes or so. There will be a 
big warming tent set up with 
plywood floor, with food and 
beverages and some wood fires 
burning near the rink.

Hines and Blackberry Ridge 
staff are continuing to work on 
more family-fun winter events, 
including a pond hockey tour-
nament for military veterans 
and perhaps a program or two 
in conjunction with the Hockey 
Hall of Fame in Eveleth.

To find out more about on-
going winter activities at Black-
berry Ridge, call 320-257-4653.

Pond
from front page

contributed photo

Ice rinks have opened on the grounds of Blackberry Ridge Golf 
Club in Sartell. The rinks will be the venues for all kinds of 
outdoor winter fun, including a pond-hockey tournament Feb. 
1-3.
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“Life is better with Accurate Hearing.”

320-258-4494 or 1-888-407-4327
161 19th St. S. • Ste. 111 • Sartell 

www.accuratehearingservices.com

• Free Hearing Screenings • Hearing Aid Sales & Service
• Clean & Check All Hearing Aid Brands 

Larry Rudolph, Optician
306 Main St. E. 
St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380
320-252-6924 Home

St. Stephen 
Optical 

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday

(formerly Index 53)

320-363-7656
www.collegevillebrokerage.com

5 additional parcels available
Call Jon Petters for more information today!

LAND FOR SALE

Rolling hills and wooded 
land off 260th Street in 

Collegeville and 
Wakefield Townships. 80 

Acres on shallow Mud 
Lake.

$280,000

This beautiful piece of 
paradise has oak 

savannah, rolling hills, 
low land and privacy that 

is hard to find. 2 miles 
north of Cold Spring on 

County Road 50.

$254,800

Sports medicine class
takes students from classroom 
to operating room
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

Students in Ryan Hacker’s Ad-
vanced Sports Medicine class found 
themselves in the operating room 
as well as the classroom as they 
observed medical professionals and 
their patients.

Through a partnership with St. 
Cloud Orthopedics and St. Cloud 
Surgical Center, the 13 class mem-
bers were able to follow a patient 
from diagnosis to recovery and learn 
firsthand the details of treatment by a 
cast of medical professionals.

Two of the students, seniors Kelli 
Loscheider and Kathleen Harthan, 
followed a man with a rotator cuff 
injury.

Loscheider and Harthan, and the 
other students, reported on their 
experience in end-of-class presenta-
tions. They shared their step-by-step 
experiences using graphs and videos 
to illustrate what they learned.

They described in detail the in-
jury, treatment plan, what they ob-
served in the Nov. 19 surgery and 
how the man slowly recovered.

“It was good to see more than just 
the surgery,’ Harthan said. “We got to 
see the healing process.”

“We got to see what every med-
ical person does,” Loscheider said.

The students said they bonded 
with their patient, even receiving an 
invitation for Thanksgiving dinner.

“We had fun seeing his progress,” 
which included several sessions of 
physical therapy, Loscheider said. 
“We got more than what we expect-
ed to see.”

Harthan and Loscheider also 
shadowed trainers at athletic events 

and Loscheider had to cut the sutures 
when a hockey player got stitched.

The project begins with the stu-
dents attending orientation at the 
surgical center and by the third week 
of the quarter, they are watching the 
surgery. With surgeries and appoint-
ments, Hacker estimated students 
spend more than 30 hours outside of 
class plus the regular homework for 
the class.

“In Sartell, we have lots of stu-
dents who want to be in the medical 
professions,” Hacker said. “This is 
an opportunity to get into a real 
workplace.”

Because of access limitations at 
the two medical facilities, the class 
size needs to be small. About 40 
students will take the class during 

this school year.
Harthan and Loscheider said 

the experience helped narrow their 
choices for college and careers.

Loscheider is considering a career 
as a physical therapist or physician’s 
assistant and plans to attend the Col-
lege of St. Scholastica.

Harthan wants to be a regis-
tered nurse or physical therapist. 
She’s considering the University of 
Minnesota, the University of Wis-
consin-Madison or the University of 
Arizona.

“There are so many different col-
lege programs,” Harthan said. “The 
class helped us to decide what we 
want to do. Not that many high 
school students get this type of op-
portunity.”

photo by Mike Knaak

Advanced Sports Medicine students Kelli Loscheider (left) and 
Kathleen Harthan explained the details of following a man 
with a rotator cuff injury from diagnosis to recovery.

Babich excited about 
Blackberry Ridge ice rink
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

The start of the new year is filled 
with a growing excitement for Sonja 
Babich, who was recently honored as 
Sartell Chamber of Commerce Member 
of the Year.

“I was honored and tickled to win 
that award,” Babich said.

She was praised at the awards cere-
mony for her sense of community, her 
hospitality, her constant emphasis on 
“giving back” and her longtime work for 
the Chamber. She served as its president 
in 2016.

For the past eight years, Babich has 
been director of sales and marketing for 
Blackberry Ridge Golf Club. The year 
2019 is filled with promise for the club 
and its visitors, with new full-filled activ-
ities planned, Babich noted.

A major innovation at the club is the 
three outdoor skating rinks that opened 
in early January on the grounds of Black-
berry Ridge. Babich and other outdoor 
enthusiasts are hoping family skating fun 
on the rinks will grow into an annual 
area winter festival with lots of outdoor 
fun – skating, sledding, cross-country 

skiing, musical en-
tertainment, food 
and beverages.

Currently, boot 
hockey leagues are 
being formed for 
play on the rinks. 
There will be open 
skating time on 
weekends, and private parties (with skat-
ing) for Thursday nights.

Babich is also looking forward   to 
a Feb. 1-3 fun-for-all Granite City Pond 
Hockey Championship Tournament at 
Blackberry Ridge coordinated by Gary 
Hines, owner of Hockey Zone Minnesota 
in Waite Park, with help from Babich and 
the Blackberry Ridge staff, especially its 
owner, Wes Fenlason.

For more information about skating 
times and upcoming events, visit the 
Blackberry Ridge website at www.black-
berryridgegolf.com or call the club at 
320-257-4653.

Babich has been a member of the 
Sartell Chamber of Commerce since Jan-
uary 2014. She has served on its Events 
and Marketing Committee and as a board 
member for the Sartell-St. Stephen Edu-
cation Foundation. She is also a volun-

teer teacher with the Junior Achievement 
program.

A 2006 graduate of Sartell High 
School, Sonja Babich served as class 
president and student-council president. 
She earned degrees from Concordia 
College, Moorhead, in communications, 
public relations, graphic design and print-
making.

One of her first jobs was executive 
administrative assistant for Carlson In-
vestments in Edina. Her job at Blackberry 
Ridge includes contracting, coordinating 
and managing corporate events, golf out-
ings, weddings, trade shows and many 
other special events. She also assists 
with the day-to-day management of the 
golf club.

Babich said she has always been 
proud and honored to be part of the 
Sartell Chamber of Commerce, which 
was founded in 1999 as part of the St. 
Cloud Chamber of Commerce with only 
20 Sartell business members at that time. 
In 2016, the chamber members of Sartell 
decided to join forces with the city-led 
Hospitality and Visitors’ Service to in-
crease exposure for Sartell businesses. 
The Sartell Chamber has grown steadily 
since and currently has 200 members.

Babich
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OpinionOpinion

The ideas expressed in the letters to the editor and of the 
guest columnists do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Newsleaders.

Letters to the editor may be sent to news@thenewsleaders.
com 1622 11th Ave. SE., St. Cloud, MN 56304. Deadline is noon 
Monday. Please include your full name for publication (and ad-
dress and phone number for verification only.) Letters must be 
350 words or less. We reserve the right to edit for space.

Our View

With a new year comes a new team of elected 
leaders and a list of issues for them to tackle.

Some of those issues linger from year to year, 
unsolved because politicians couldn’t agree, the 
solutions cost too much or because there’s not 
enough pressure from voters to find an answer.

One way individual voters can act is to contact 
their elected leaders. Often, those phone calls and 
emails only are sent when a voter is upset by an 
action. And sometimes that’s too late.

After the Legislature, the city council or the 
school board acts, it’s too late to change the poli-
cy. About all you can do is be mad. But that’s not 
very helpful.

To encourage early and frequent communica-
tion with your elected leaders, we’re listing their 
contact information and we hope you’ll share 
your thoughts on current issues now instead of 
just getting mad later.

Sartell residents elected a new mayor and two 
new citizens joined the City Council.

Mayor Ryan Fitzthum
Ryan.Fitzthum@sartellmn.com
320-493-5891
Council members
Mike Chisum
mike.chisum@sartellmn.com
320-492-2675  
Jeff Kolb
jeff.kolb@sartellmn.com
320-266-4044
Tim Elness
Tim.Elness@sartellmn.com
612-859-0382 
Brady Andel
Brady.Andel@sartellmn.com
320-217-4049 
The Sartell-St. Stephen area has one new 

leader at the Legislature. Longtime Rep. Tim 
O’Driscoll is joined by newly elected Sen. Jeff 
Howe.

Sen. Jeff Howe
95 University Avenue W.
Minnesota Senate Building, Room 3231
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-2084
Rep. Tim O’Driscoll
237 State Office Building
St. Paul, MN 55155
rep.tim.odriscoll@house.mn
651-296-7808
One newcomer, Amanda Byrd, joined the 

Sartell-St. Stephen school board along with 
re-elected members Jeremy Snoberger and Pat-
rick Marushin.

Jason Nies - chair, 612-695-0782
Jeremy Snoberger - vice chair, 320-282-8303
Pam Raden - clerk, 320-250-0500
Amanda Byrd - treasurer, 320-241-5988
Lesa Kramer,  320-259-6303
Patrick Marushin, 612-750-2973
All the members receive email at: dist-schoolboard@

sartell.k12.mn.us
By connecting with your elected officials, 

you can help shape the discussions and the 
solutions to the issues they are trying to solve 
on our behalf.

Constructive suggestions and opinions are 
much more useful in producing a satisfying 
solution than angry calls and emails after a final 
decision has been made.

Dennis 
Dalman

Reporter

Mike 
Knaak

Editor

News has no ‘sides,’ only facts

Obama’s ‘Becoming’ is a stunning book

Smartphone apps are supposed to 
make life easier, to solve daily chal-
lenges. Apps help us connect with 
friends, track our steps, keep us from 
getting lost and find cheap tickets to 
our favorite entertainment.

So it’s no surprise that now there’s 
an app to help us deal with so-called 
Fake News.

You may have seen the ads on 
television for Smart News. The ads 
feature a graying baby boomer man, 
minus the MAGA hat, saying he only 
watches news he agrees with. Then 
he’s answered by a smiling millenni-
al, cheerily announcing that she gets 
her news from social media.

To help them both be better in-
formed, the answer is the app Smart 
News, which promises to present 
“news from all sides.”

Like many apps, this one has a 
bug, but the bug can’t be fixed by pro-
grammers with a new release.

The bug is in the concept. News 
does not have “sides.” News has facts. 
Different news organizations may re-
port a story with different quotes, ex-
amples or focus, but news is based on 
the same set of facts.

No app will help readers who don’t 
understand the difference between 
news, analysis and opinion. News 
organizations report stories based on 
facts, but they also offer analysis and 
opinion.

News is presented by reporters and 
editors who adhere to ethical princi-
ples that value fairness, clarity and 
truth. That doesn’t mean journalists 
never make errors…they do…and 

their ethics code requires they correct 
their mistakes.

Analysis is written by reporters or 
others with special expertise or expe-
rience that help them give readers in-
sights to what’s happening and why.

Opinion comes from many sources. 
Editorial boards or editors often of-
fer opinion pieces to spur discussion 
and start a conversation. Columnists 
share their opinions to challenge or 
dispute conventional thinking. Read-
ers submit letters to the editor.

Whether news, analysis or opin-
ion, the writing should be based on 
facts.  Sometimes those facts make 
people question their accepted reality.

Rather than looking to Smart 
News, look to trusted news brands. 
Locally, the reporters and editors at 
the St. Cloud Times, WJON, the Star 
Tribune, MPR and the Newleader ad-
here to ethical, fact-based reporting 
and opinion.

Nationally, subscribe to the New 
York Times, Washington Post, Wall 
Street Journal and read the Associ-
ated Press, Reuters and Bloomberg 
online. Watch the major broadcast 
networks and CNN and MSNBC (in 
the daytime). Stay far away from Dai-
ly Kos and Occupy Democrats on the 
left and Fox, Breitbart, InfoWars and 
the Daily Caller on the right.

Even though print newsrooms and 
print editions have shrunk signifi-
cantly in the last 10 years, they still 
have the biggest staffs and most expe-
rienced reporters (and in Minnesota, 
MPR joins the group of strong news-
rooms.) Watch any broadcast or cable 
news coverage and you’ll see their 
coverage driven by stories produced 
by print newsrooms and their affiliat-
ed websites.

Stay away from social media as 
well. Social media is great for shar-
ing photos of your cat or sending your 
friends a delicious recipe. But it’s not 
the place for news.

As we’ve recently seen, social me-
dia is a good place for mischief when 
it comes to news.

The most recent evidence about the 
dangers of looking to social media for 
news comes from an Associated Press 
report on a new study about “fake 
news.”

The study found people over 65 
and ultra conservatives shared about 
seven times more fake information 
masquerading as news on the so-
cial media site than younger adults, 
moderates and super liberals. The 
simplest theory for why older people 
share more false information is a lack 
of “digital literacy.”

Saying your news comes from so-
cial media is like saying your food 
comes from the grocery store. When 
it comes to food, farmers are the true, 
trusted source and when you are look-
ing for news, go to the trusted brands 
and leave apps for finding cheap hotel 
rooms and Uber rides.

Many people assume life in the 
White House is a constant glamorous 
whirl of interesting meetings, fancy 
dinners, ballroom dances and daz-
zling entertainment.

Ask former First Lady Michelle 
Obama. She’ll tell you the White 
House can too often be a kind of lim-
iting prison in which one’s natural 
spontaneity is constantly squelched 
by the need for security agents 
watching every move. She and her 
two young girls could not even step 
outside to walk on the lawn with-
out a contingent of wary, watchful 
agents guarding their every move.

The First Lady wasn’t complain-
ing; she was just expounding on 
what a strangely wonderful but odd-
ly constricting place the White House 
is in which to raise a family.

She details all of it vividly in her 
bestselling memoir titled “Becom-
ing.” I just finished reading it, and it 
is a real page-turner, one of the most 
insightful and well written books 
I’ve ever read about having to live 
constantly in the limelight of scalpel 
scrutiny and cruel criticism.

Michelle Robinson was raised 
in South Chicago with her brother 
Craig, the children of loving work-
ing-class parents, Fraser and Mar-
ian, who scrimped and saved to 
make it possible for their children 
to succeed. They knew the key to 
the “American Dream” was a quality 
education, and the children knew it 
too, almost by osmosis, as they ex-
celled academically and went on to 
earn degrees at Princeton University.

“Becoming” is brimming with 

keen (often comical) observations, 
vivid memories both happy and sad, 
and profound psychological insights, 
especially comments about the road-
blocks and hurdles Michelle and 
other blacks had to – still have to 
– struggle against in a society of 
systemic, racial biases. One exam-
ple is that her parents taught her 
always to speak impeccably correct 
English. At Princeton, when hanging 
out with black women students, she 
was hurt to the core when one of 
them derisively asked her how come 
she talks like a “white girl.” Yes, the 
racial biases came sometimes from 
blacks too.

She met and fell in love with 
Barack Obama when she was tu-
toring him as a new employee at a 
corporate law firm in Chicago. Her 
life soon changed drastically as she 
began to focus on public service, 
like Barack, rather than corporate 
problems.

For a long time, she was a quea-
sily reluctant wife of a passionate 
political leader/community activist 
– mainly because she worried always 
about their two daughters, Malia and 
Sasha, missing time with their father 
and always being in the public eye. 
How she handled all the hurdles, 

all the juggling of family and work 
duties, makes for fascinating reading 
in a perfectly titled book – “Becom-
ing.” Her constant “becoming” and 
adapting to political life was not 
easy. Far from it. At times it was a 
case of cursed if you do, cursed if 
you don’t, as detractors used vicious 
tactics in attempts to vilify her and 
her husband.

She writes this: “I was female, 
black, and strong, which to certain 
people, maintaining a certain mind-
set, translated only to ‘angry.’ It was 
another damaging cliché, one that’s 
been forever used to sweep minority 
women to the perimeter of every 
room, an unconscious signal not to 
listen to what we’ve got to say.”

In her book, Michelle doesn’t 
whine or complain or blame, but she 
does lay it on the line in a straight-
forward no-nonsense style and dis-
sects many of her own insecurities 
and doubts.

She has a touch of the poet. Some 
of her sentences and paragraphs are 
virtual poems: “Here’s a memory 
and like most memories is imperfect 
and subjective – collected long ago 
like a beach pebble and slipped into 
the pocket of my mind.”

I love her evocation of winter: 
“In the Midwest, as I’ve mentioned, 
winter is an exercise in waiting – for 
relief, for a bird to sing, for the first 
purple crocus to push up through 
the snow. You have no choice in the 
meantime but to pep-talk your way 
through it.”

“Becoming” is a stunning book in 
every way. Please check it out.

Contact your
elected officials 
before it’s too late
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AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 

OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 
(MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Competitive Offer! Nationwide FREE 
Pick Up! Call Now For a Free Quote! 
888-366-5659(MCN)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
20 PEOPLE NEEDED!! Ground 

Floor Opportunity! Experience His-
tory In The Making!! Free 3 Minute 
Recording Tells It All! 1-800-763-8168 
www.healthyprosper.org (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels 

& 1000s of Shows/Movies On De-
mand (w/SELECT Package.) AT&T 
Internet 99 Percent Reliability. Un-
limited Texts to 120 Countries w/
AT&T Wireless. Call 4 FREE Quote- 
1-844-245-2232 (MCN)

Viasat Satellite Internet. Up to 12 
Mbps Plans starting at $30/month. 
Our Fastest Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) 
& Unlimited Data Plans Start at 
$100/month. Call Viasat today! 
1-855-445-5297 (MCN)

DISH Network $69.99 For 190 
Channels. Add High Speed Internet 
for ONLY $14.95/month. Best Tech-
nology. Best Value. Smart HD DVR 
Included. FREE Installation. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-855-434-
0020 (MCN)

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Inter-
net & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB 
per second speed No contract or 
commitment. More Channels. Faster 
Internet. Unlimited Voice. Call 1-855-
577-7502. (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink To-
day 1-855-679-7096. (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
Are you a Class A CDL Driver 

and tired of getting jacked around by 
employers? Call me to see why our 
turnover rate is so low. Scott 507-
437-9905 Apply: WWW.MCFGTL.
COM (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Behind on your MORTGAGE? 

Denied a Loan Modification? Bank 
threatening foreclosure? CALL 
Homeowner Protection Services 
now! New laws are in effect that 
may help.  Call Now 1-800-496-4918 
(MCN)

Attention all homeowners in 
jeopardy of foreclosure? We can help 
stop your home from foreclosure. 
The Foreclosure Defense helpline 
can help save your home. The Call 
is absolutely free. 1-800-217-0828 
(MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer Sale! 2018 Aluminum 

3 Horse 16’X6’8″X7′ 10k was 
$15,599.00 NOW $12,953.00; New 

6’X12′ V-nose, ramp door $3,149.00; 
15 models & sizes of DUMP trail-
ers starting at $3,184.00; 14,000lb. 
& 16,000lb. bumper-pull equipment 
flatbeds & tiltbeds trailers. Informa-
tion & PRICES: www.FortDodgeTrail-
erWorld.com 515-972-4554 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a 

button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 888-
227-0525 (MCN)

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIP-
TION! World Health Link. Price 
Match Guarantee! Prescriptions Re-
quired. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 
medications available. CALL Today 
For A Free Price Quote. 1-866-710-
6889 Call Now! (MCN)

Start Saving BIG On Medications! 
Up To 90% Savings from 90DAY-
MEDS! Over 3500 Medications Avail-
able! Prescriptions Req’d. Pharmacy 
Checker Approved. CALL Today for 
Your FREE Quote. 844-903-1317. 
(MCN)

Lung Cancer?  Asbestos exposure 
in industrial, construction, manufac-
turing jobs, or military may be the 
cause.  Family in the home were also 
exposed.  Call 1-866-795-3684 or 
email cancer@breakinginjurynews.
com. $30 billion is set aside for as-
bestos victims with cancer. Valuable 
settlement moneys may not require 
filing a lawsuit.   (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
Become a Published Author. We 

want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920 Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-855-520-9045 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/Midwest (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
Paying too much for car insur-

ance? Not sure? Want better cov-
erage? Call now for a free quote 
and learn more today! 855-417-7382 
(MCN)

Cross country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company out of state 
move $799 Long Distance Movers 
Get Free quote on your Long dis-
tance move. 1-800-503-6126 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is FREE/no obli-
gation. CALL 1-855-811-8392 (MCN)

FRUIT & NUT TREES From $15. 
Blueberry, Strawberry, Grape, Aspar-
agus, Evergreen & Hardwood Plants 
& MORE! FREE Catalog. WOOD-
STOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95, 
Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll Free 888-
803-8733 wallace-woodstock.com 
(MCN)

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 
DOWN* with AT&T Next® and 
AT&T Next Every Year? $250 Gift 
Card for switching to AT&T! (*Req`s 
well-qualified credit. Limits & re-
str`s apply.) CALL 1-844-290-8275. 

(MCN)

Are You An Avid Reader and 
Have Stories or Ideas You Want 
to Record?  Here’s a Free Writers 
Document for You! Go To:  www.
Starttowritenow.com To Download 
And Get Started.  (MCN)

PERSONALS
Meet singles right now! No paid 

operators, just real people like you. 
Browse greetings, exchange messag-
es and connect live. Try it free. Call 
now: 855-651-0114. (MCN)

Wanna flirt and have some fun? 
Livelinks is the best chatline for 
meeting real singles who know how 
to have a good time! Call Livelinks 
and make a real connection. 866-
910-1044 (MCN)

HOME FOR RENT
Rent – Rent-to-Own – Buy. Good 

or Bad Credit – OK! Everyone Ap-
proved for Program! Fill out FREE 
Inquiry Form (Bottom of Home 
Page). Find, Qualify for Home In 
Your Area. HomeSweetHome250.
com 636-209-HOME  (MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
Book Your Flight Today on Unit-

ed, Delta, American, Air France, Air 
Canada. We have the best rates. Call 
today to learn more 1-855-725-6305 
(MCN)

WANTED TO BUY
Want to purchase minerals and 

other oil/gas interests. Send de-
tails to: P.O. Box 13557, Denver CO 
80201(MCN)

Is your event listed? Send your 
information to:  Newsleader Calendar, 
1622 11th Ave. SE., St. Cloud, MN 
56304., e-mail it to news@thenews-
leaders.com. Most events are listed 
at no cost. Those events are typically 
free or of minimal charge for people 
to attend. Some events, which have 
paid advertising in the Newsleaders, 
are also listed in the calendar and may 
charge more.

Friday, Jan. 25
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbenton-
history.org.

Cabin Fever Family Fun Night, 
6-8 p.m., Pleasantview Elemen-
tary School, 1009 Sixth Ave. N., 
Sauk Rapids. Activities include 
bingo, cakewalk, crafts and food. 
Proceeds benefit the Pleasantview 
PTAC.

Sunday, Jan. 27
Love for Lucy, Dine for a 

Cause, 11 a.m.-8 p.m., Upper Deck 
Sports Bar & Grill, 38440 55th 

Ave., Sartell. Fundraiser for Lucy 
Ann Koehn.

Monday, Jan. 28
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbenton-
history.org.

Little Sabres Preschool Open 
House, 5:30-7:30 p.m., School Dis-
trict Service Center, 21 Third Ave. 
N., Sartell. Students must be 3 or 
4 by Sept. 1, 2019.

Sartell City Council, 6 p.m. 
City Hall, 125 Pinecone Road N.

Author Frank Weber, 6-7:30 
p.m., Great River Regional Library, 
1300 St. Germain St., St. Cloud. 
Weber writes true-crime thrillers, 
most recently “The I-94 Murders.”

Sartell-St. Stephen school 
board, 6:30 p.m., District Office, 
212 Third Ave. N., Sartell.

Jazz Swing Dance, 6:30 p.m. 
lessons, 7 p.m. dance. Music by 
the Jazz Band. Sartell High School, 
748 Seventh St. N. Donations ac-
cepted.

Tuesday, Jan. 29
Donate blood, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 

Central Minnesota Boy Scout 
Council, 1191 Scout Drive, Sartell. 
For an appointment call 800-733-
2767.

Kindergarten Information 
Night, 5:30-6 p.m. room visits, 6-7 
p.m. presentation. Oak Ridge Ele-
mentary School for famlies send-
ing their first child to either Oak 
Ridge or Pine Meadow Elementary 
School.

Thursday, Jan. 31
Coffee and Conversation, a se-

nior discussion group, 9 a.m., Sar-
tell Community Center, 850 19th 
St. S. Topic: State Services for the 
Blind.

Great River Regional Coin 
Club, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Miller Auto 
Marine Sports Plaza, 2930 Second 
St. S., St. Cloud. 320-241-9229.

Friday, Feb. 1
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbenton-

history.org.

Saturday, Feb. 2
Sartell Winter Market, 10 

a.m.-1 p.m., Sartell Community 
Center, 850 19th St. S.

Monday, Feb. 4
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbenton-
history.org. 

Sartell-St. Stephen school 
board work session, 6:30 p.m., 
District Office, 212 Third Ave. N., 
Sartell.

Sartell Lions Club, 6:30 p.m., 
upstairs of Blue Line Sports Bar 
and Grill, 1101 Second St. S., Sar-
tell. 320-267-2591.

Tuesday, Feb. 5
Memory Writers group devel-

ops topics and turns in stories. 10 
a.m., Stearns History Museum, 
235 33rd Ave. S, St Cloud. 

55+ Driver Refresher Course, 
5-9 p.m., Kennedy Community 
School, 1300 Jade Road. To reg-

ister www.mnsafetycenter.org or 
888-234-1294.

Wednesday, Feb. 6
Advocates for Independence, 

2-4 p.m., Independent Lifestyles, 
215 Benton Drive N., Sauk Rapids. 
320-529-9000. 

St. Stephen City Council, 6:30 
p.m., St. Stephen City Hall, 2 Sixth 
Ave SE.

Thursday, Feb. 7
Coffee and Conversation, a se-

nior discussion group, 9 a.m., Sar-
tell Community Center, 850 19th 
St. S. Topic: Sauk River Watershed.

Housing Rehabilatation Fund-
ing Information meeting, 6 p.m., 
Sartell Community Center, 850 
19th St. S., Sartell. Central Min-
nesota Housing Partnership, 320-
258-0673.

Friday, Feb. 8
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbenton-
history.org.

Community Calendar

DAV helps veterans of all 
ages and their families 
receive the benefi ts they 
earned. Lend support or 
get free help at DAV.org.

VETERANS FOUGHT 
FOR OUR WAY OF LIFE. 

IT’S OUR DUTY 
TO FIGHT FOR THEIRS.
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ORTHOPEDIC 
Emergencies

For urgent bone and joint injuries, get 

seen first by the orthopedic specialists 

who will get you feeling better, faster.  

Get same-day injury treatment,  

right here at our clinic. 

Start living better today with  

St. Cloud Orthopedics.

Injury Care Now
320›257›STAT

Blotter
If you have a tip concerning 
a crime, call the Sartell Police 
Department at 320-251-8186 
or Tri-County Crime Stoppers 
at 320-255-1301, or access its 
tip site at tricountycrimes-
toppers.org. Crime Stoppers 
offers rewards up to $1,000 
for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of those 
responsible for a crime. This 
information is submitted by 
the Sartell Police Department.

Jan. 9
12:10 a.m. DWI. Watab 
Court. A citizen noticed a ve-
hicle stuck in a snow bank on 
the wrong side of the road. 
Officers arrived and noticed 
the driver showed signs of 
impairment. Officers arrested 
the driver for DWI and trans-
ported the driver to Stearns 
County Jail.

Jan. 10
8:30 p.m. Traffic stop. Sec-
ond Street S. An officer wit-
nessed an approaching ve-
hicle failing to dim its high 
beams. After stopping the ve-
hicle, the driver admitted to 
having a suspended license. 
The driver was cited for the 
driving after suspension and 
was given a warning for the 
high beams. The passenger 
had a valid license and was 
allowed to drive from there.

Jan. 11
7:45 p.m. Shoplifting. CR 
120. A business reported an 
individual concealed items 
with the intention of not pay-
ing for it. When officers ar-
rived a store employee told 
officers the person dropped 
an item believed to be meth-
amphetamine. The individu-
al was arrested for controlled 
substance and theft and 
transported to the Stearns 
County Jail.

Jan. 12
9:50 p.m. Traffic stop. CR 1. 
An officer on a traffic stop 
witnessed a vehicle pass at a 
high rate of speed. The officer 
conducted a stop and gave a 
verbal warning about moving 
over and slowing down for 

emergency vehicles on the 
side of the road. The driver 
had a suspended license. The 
driver was issued a citation 
for the suspended license.

Jan. 13
6:35 p.m. Burglary. Second 
Street N.  Several items were 
taken from a garage. The 
owner listed the property for 
the officers to investigate. 
The owner stated they be-
lieve they may have left the 
garage door open. Officers 
are investigating.

Jan. 14
2:30 p.m. School bus. First 
Avenue N. A school bus 
driver notified law enforce-
ment that a vehicle failed to 
stay stopped at an intersec-
tion while the bus had the 
stop arm out. Officers sent a 
warning to the owner about 
failing to stop at the intersec-
tion and the requirement to 
wait until the stop arm is re-
tracted.

Jan. 15
6 p.m. Warrant. Lowell Lane. 
Officers went to a residence 
to pick up an individual with 
an arrest warrant. Officers 
met with the individual at 
their residence and explained 
the warrant and took the in-
dividual into custody with-
out incident. The individual 
was transported to the Stea-
rns County Jail.

Jan. 16
11:10 p.m. Traffic stop. Riv-
erside Avenue S. An officer 
stopped a speeding vehicle. 
The officer found the driv-
er did not know the cor-
rect posted speed limit and 
thought it higher than it was. 
The driver was cited for his 
speed.

Jan. 17
10:30 p.m. Warrant. 14th Av-
enue E. Officers were called 
by citizens about an individ-
ual who they knew had an 
arrest warrant from another 
county. Officers took the in-
dividual into custody with-
out incident and transported 

him to that county’s jail.

Jan. 18 
11:55 p.m. Contact violation. 
Second Street N. A citizen 
contacted police about a pos-
sible violation of a no-con-
tact order. Officers verified a 
no-contact order was in place 
and arrested the individual 
violating the order. The in-
dividual was transported to 
Stearns County Jail.

Jan. 19 
11:45 a.m. Marijuana. Sev-
enth Street N. A citizen con-
tacted police about a found 
bag of what the caller thought 
was marijuana. An officer ar-
rived and took possession of 
the substance.

Jan. 20 
1:25 p.m. Traffic stop. Riv-
erside Avenue S. An officer 
witnessed a vehicle driving 
with expired registration 
tabs. The officer stopped the 
vehicle and discovered the 
driver had a revoked license 
and could not produce proof 
of insurance for the vehicle. 
The officer cited the driver 
for multiple violations and 
waited for the driver to be 
picked up by another vehicle.

Jan. 21
10:40 a.m. Hit and run. CR 
120. Officers responded to a 
property damage call in the 
parking lot of a business. 
Using the business’s camera 
system, officers were able to 
locate who struck the vehicle 
and left the scene. Officers 
from a different county locat-
ed the individual and cited 
the individual for failing to 
provide information at the 
scene of an accident.

Jan. 22 
3:20 p.m. Traffic stop.   CR 
1. An officer witnessed a 
vehicle traveling at a higher 
speed than the posted speed 
limit. The officer conducted 
the stop and gave the driver 
a verbal warning to abide by 
the posted speed limits.

Billig-Olson
Caitlin Billig, daughter of 

Kim and Tim Billig, Sartell, and 
Jake Olson, son of Mary and 
Scott Stevenson, Ada, recently 
announced their engagement. 
Olson is also the son of the late 
Dean Olson.

Billig is a 2007 graduate of 
Sartell High School and a 2011 

graduate of St. Cloud State Uni-
versity with a degree in com-
munity psychology. She is em-
ployed at Human Development 
Center in Duluth as an admin-
istrative supervisor in the Chil-
dren’s Mental Health division.

Olson is a 2004 graduate of 
Grafton High School and at-
tended St. Cloud State Univer-

sity. He is co-owner/operator 
of Superior Express Delivery in 
Duluth.

An outdoor ceremony will 
take place April 6, 2019 at 
Pier B Resort followed by a 
reception, dinner and dance for 
family and close friends at the 
Duluth Entertainment Conven-
tion Center.

Engagement

News
   Tips?

Call the 
Newsleader  
at 363-7741


