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ABC Kinder Olympix
set Saturday at Whitney

Explore letters and numbers 
while being active with your chil-
dren! ABC Kinder Olympix will 
be held from 8:30-11:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 9 at Whitney Rec-
reation Center, 1529 Northway 
Drive, St. Cloud. The morning 
will be filled with  fun activities 
for improved reading skills and 
healthy lifestyles!  Events include 
the following: inflatables, arts and 
crafts, obstacle course, alphabet 
games, healthy snacks and much 
more! This event is for ages 6 and 
under and their families. A nomi-
nal fee will be charged.

Daylight Saving begins
Daylight Saving Time begins 

Sunday, March 10 at 2 a.m. Clocks 
should be moved forward one 
hour, giving us more daylight in 
the evening, and less in the morn-
ing.

Sartell Summer Baseball
registration is still open

The 2019 Summer Sartell Base-
ball registration will be closing 
soon. Register today at  Sartell-
Baseball.com!

Sartell Swarm
seeks participants

The Sartell Swarm 2019 sum-
mer season registration is open 
now through April 1. Fastpitch 
softball teams for girls ages 6-18 
will be formed by grade for school 
year 2019-20. For more informa-
tion or to register, visit sartellfast-
pitch.com or contact Angela Sw-
enson at angela@sartellfastpitch.
com.

April 22 will be a 
snow day makeup

Sartell-St. Stephen students 
will make up one more of their 
five snow days from this winter.
The school board decided Feb. 
25 that classes will be in session 
April 22, the Monday after Easter.
Earlier, classes were in session 
on Presidents Day, Feb. 18, a 
previously scheduled day off, as a 
makeup day. If there are no other 
canceled days, those three days 
won’t be made up. The last day of 
classes will be May 31.

GNTC to holds auditions
for ‘Nun of your Dam Business’

Great Northern Theatre Com-
pany will hold auditions for the 
world premiere of “Nun of your 
Business,” a comedy, at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday and Tuesday, March 11 
and 12 at GNTC “Off Broadway” 
facility at 12383 234th St., Cold 
Spring. Performances will be held 
Friday-Sunday, April 26-28. For 
more information, visit gntc1.com 
or call director Amy Hunter at 218-
894-1925. 

School staffing of Community Center 
more ‘enhancement’ than change
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

What will change when the Sartell 
Community Center becomes staffed 
and managed starting in May by the 
Sartell-St. Stephen school district’s 
Community Education Program?

The changes will likely not be 
apparent because the center will 
still be owned by the city, and the 
school district’s input to the center 
will be an enhancement of what has 
already been taking place.

At the Feb. 25 city council meet-
ing, members voted unanimously to 
allow the school district to operate, 
manage and staff the Center. The 
school board also unanimously ap-
proved the partnership the same 
night. It’s not a brand-new devel-
opment because from the get-go 
that was in the plans – to have the 
district provide lots of input for the 
center as a partnership with the city.

The $11-million Sartell Commu-
nity Center opened 17 months ago. 
During that time, the city contracted 
with a St. Cloud-based company, 
ProFields, to do management, staff-
ing and operations. That contract 
was meant to expire so the school 
district could take on the job. Cur-
rently until May 1, ProFields em-
ployees are working with school 
employees to share their expertise.

The city’s agreement with the 
district is identical to the one it had 
with ProFields, Sartell City Adminis-
trator Mary Degiovanni said.

“The city,” she said, “will con-
tinue the same functions as we do 
now. We own the building and are 
responsible for everything about it, 
but we are contracting day-to-day 
staffing to the school district.”

The city will maintain the build-
ing, she noted.

If the city council decides chang-
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Fibranz wins second at state wrestling
by Darren Diekmann
news@thenewsleaders.com

Two Sartell wrestlers com-
peted in the Minnesota state 
wrestling tournament last 
weekend at the Xcel Energy 
Center in St. Paul. One, Jackson 
Penk, was eliminated early. The 
other, Cole Fibranz, came away 
with second place.

Fibranz, a senior, with a re-
cord of 45-3, is ranked No. 2 in 
the state at 220 pounds in Class 
3A and ranked 14th overall na-
tionally, according to InterMat. 
He made his way through the 
state bracket to the finals with 
three wins and a record of 45-2.

In the first round, he hand-
ily beat Charles Dressel from 
Mounds View by technical fall 

in 5:10, 16-1. Next, he dominat-
ed Nick Staska, Owatonna, 8-0. 

In the semi-finals, he beat John 
Noll, Centennial, 7-3.

The last match was not as 
close as the score indicated.

“I felt like I was in total con-
trol, the whole time,” Fibranz 
said.

Penk, also a senior, qual-
ified for state with a stellar 
performance in the Section 8 
tournament placing first at 132 
pounds, with a record of 39-2, 
and a ranking of sixth  in the 
state.

“Not a lot of people can 
shoot on him,” said Sabres 
coach Cory Olson comment-
ing on Penk's unusually low 
stance, and his ability to scram-

photo by Angie Heckman

Cole Fibranz (left) lost to Ezayah Oropeza, Rosemount, who is 
ranked 1st in the state and 11th nationally, in the champion-
ship match. 
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New pool or splash pad at Watab Park?
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Plans for the Watab Park 
wading pool have hit a snag, 
although the snag might just 
morph into an opportunity, de-
pending on what Sartell resi-
dents decide they want.

The Sartell City Council 
wrestled with new details about 
the plans at its Feb. 25 meeting.

The presenter at the meeting 
was Nick Nowacki of a Big Lake 
aquatic-design and engineering 
company called “Reengineered, 
Inc.” To help develop a plan, 

Nowacki has met many times 
with Sartell Public Works Di-
rector John Kothenbeutel and 
Sartell City Administrator Mary 
Degiovanni.

The pool project is one of 
several improvements, updates 
and additions slated for Watab 
Park.

Months ago, the pool ren-
ovation project was estimated 
to cost about $70,000. Further 
study, however, determined 
to do a renovation, including 
concrete work, would cost 
more than twice that – about 

contributed photo

This water park in Dellwood, Minnesota combines a meandering 
“river-style pool,” lounge areas that mimic beaches and splash 
features. It was designed by Reengineered Inc. of Big Lake.

photo by Mike Knaak

The city will save about $20,000 a year by having 
the district operate the center rather than a private 
company.
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Weekly Lenten Fish Fry
Fish fry serving: 

· deep fried fish

· baked potato 

· coleslaw

· baked beans

· dinner rolls

 · coffee & milk 

March 8, 15, 22, 29 and April 5 & 12 

5-7:30 p.m.
Adults: $9 

12 & under: $5 · Under 4: free
Takeouts available, please order ahead
call 320-393-3560. (Between 4:30-7 p.m.). 

March 15 & 22 Live music by Gone Fishin’ Gospel Group

“Life is better with Accurate Hearing.”

320-258-4494 or 1-888-407-4327
161 19th St. S. • Ste. 111 • Sartell 

www.accuratehearingservices.com

• Free Hearing Screenings • Hearing Aid Sales & Service
• Clean & Check All Hearing Aid Brands 

$150,000, Nowacki told the 
council. He said he spoke with 
many contractors who said 
they wouldn’t even consider 
doing such a project because 
it is just not worth doing since 
the renovation just would not 
amount to much difference, 
that the project would merely 
be a Band-Aid to extend the life 
of the pool somewhat.

“It would just not be a good 
return for the money,” Nowacki 
said.

A far better solution, he 
said, would be to create some-
thing new that would excite 
children and parents and offer 
lots of summer fun – either a 
splash pad or a new wading 
pool with play features added. 
A new pool would cost about 
$280,000, Nowacki noted, and 
any play features could be add-
ed from a kind of a la carte 
menu of choices, depending 
upon what residents would like. 
The $280,000 amount would 
pay for a new pool (or splash 
pad), all the water piping, con-
crete decking, a surrounding 
fence and some play features 
for either pool or splash pad.

Many such projects have 
been created throughout Min-
nesota, such as one in Onamia 
that includes a dozen play fea-
tures such as water jets and 
playground equipment. Waite 

Park’s River’s Edge Park also 
has a similar splash-park play-
ground. Nowacki showed the 
council slides of some of the 
examples of splash pads. The 
one in Onamia, he said, cost 
about $240,000.

A state grant of $145,000, 
with matching funds from Sar-
tell, could pay for the project, 
but Degiovanni told the council 
she would have to ask the state 
grant program if those funds 
could be used for a redefined 
project. Another option, she 
said, is to use funds in the 
sales-tax revenue stream if the 
council should so decide.

One advantage of a splash 
park vs. wading pool is that 
there would be no need for life-
guards, Nowacki noted.

Kothenbeutel told the coun-
cil the city made “Band-Aid” 
improvements to the wading 
pool about 10 years ago. He 
told the council that, in his 
opinion, he could not guaran-
tee the wading pool’s condition 
would hold out for much be-
yond a year.

Council members agreed 
they do not have a strong opin-
ion on pool vs. splash pad. 
They also agreed to refer the 
question back to committee 
and for discussion at the new 
planning commission, which 
now handles issues of park de-
velopment as well as citywide 
planning. Council members 
also agreed they need wide 
public input before making a 
decision, and efforts will be 
made to seek such input.

Pool
from front page

Eighteen Sartell students re-
cently graduated from St. Cloud 
State University during fall com-
mencement on Dec. 21. The stu-
dents, their degrees and majors 
are:  Wendy Albjerg, bachelor’s in 
nursing, summa cum laude; Tara 
Asseln, master’s in social work; 
Courtney Boe, bachelor’s in early 
childhood education, summa cum 
laude; Jessica Condon, bachelor’s 
in social studies education, sum-
ma cum laude; Katelyn Dykhu-
izen, bachelor’s in social work, 
cum laude; Kayla Ferraro, bache-
lor’s in early childhood education, 
magna cum laude; 

Caleb Forberg, bachelor’s in 
mass communications, cum laude; 
Alicia Freihammer, bachelor’s in 
liberal studies; Alicia Freiham-
mer, bachelor’s in nursing; Kath-
erine Gatzke, bachelor’s in social 
work, magna cum laude; Melissa 
Gohman, bachelor’s in art educa-
tion; Ryan Koenigs, master’s in 
educational administration plus 
leadership; Ethan Licht, bach-
elor’s in chemistry Professional 
ACS approved, magna cum laude; 

Jessica Meichsner, bachelor’s 
in English, magna cum laude; 
Trevor Nystrom, bachelor’s in lib-
eral studies; Parker Olson, associ-
ate’s in liberal arts and sciences; 
Nathan Rockwell, bachelor’s in 
liberal studies; Bret Schwingham-
mer, bachelor’s in graphic design, 
magna cum laude; and Joshua 
Toftey, certificate in actuarial sci-
ence.

Forty-five Sartell students 
were recently named to the fall 
semester dean's list at St. Cloud 
State University. To be eligible for 
the honor, students must have a 
minimim grade-point average of 
3.75.

The students are:  Brooke 

Amundson,  Casey Beck-
er,  Deborah Beumer, Courtney 
Boe,  Jessee Bramstedt,  Jordyn 
Brandt,  Kyle Cielinski,  Kay-
la Clark, Caleb Clemens,  Tyler 
Cronquist,  Paige Elyea,  Andrea 
Flategraff,  Caleb Forberg,  Alex-
is Gent,  Paige Grabow,  Alexis 
Haas, Angelica Hagen, Gabrielle 
Hagen, Matthew Hegland,  Jor-
dan Heinen, Kyle Helland, Anna 
Hince, Luke Kessler, Bailey Kling-
hagen,  Christine Koch,  Chris-
topher Leach,  Donovan Mag-
ney,  Kayleen Martins,  David 
Moore,  Jonathan Oleson,  Court-
ney Olund, Zachary Osga, Aaron 
Randall, Brian Robillard, Laurie 
Robles Ramirez,  Nathan Rock-
well,  Hannah Ronyak,  Paige 
Schaefer,  Alyssa Schoon,  Nich-
olas Schramel,  Michael So-
rensen, Mikayla Stockinger, Jen-
nifer Thompson,  Logan Weihs 
and Lidiah Zipp.

Two Sartell students were 
named to the fall semester dean’s 
list at Hamline University College 
of Liberal Arts. To be named to the 
list, a student needs a minimum 
3.5 grade-point average. The stu-
dents are: Echoe Bilben and Mad-
die Thieschafer.

Four Sartell-St. Stephen stu-
dents were recently named to 
the high honor list for fall se-
mester at Minnesota State Uni-
versity, Mankato. They include 
Mackenzie Dockendorf of St. Ste-
phen and Sartell students Kira 
Haglin,  Mathew Huver and Bai-
ley Mumm. To qualify for the 
high honor list, a 4.0 grade-point 
average is needed

Nine Sartell-St. Stephen stu-
dents were recently named to 
the honor list for fall semester 
at Minnesota State University, 
Mankato. To qualify for the honor 

list, students maintain a 3.5 to 
3.99 grade-point average. They 
include Sartell students Cora Cie-
linski, Madeline Davis, Madison 
Dobis, Megan Pederson,  Nicole 
Schefers,  Taylor Schmidt,  McK-
enzie Specht, Melissa Thompson 
and St. Stephen’s Caroline Brand. 

New Horizon Academy in Sar-
tell has been named the Susan 
K. Dunkley 2018 School of Excel-
lence. This award is given to just 
one of more than 70 New Horizon 
Academy locations.

In order to receive this award, 
a school must not only meet, 
but exceed, the criteria for out-
standing performance in program 
application, staff leadership and 
development, and commitment to 
enrolled families and the commu-
nity.

Eighteen Sartell students have 
recently been named to the fall 
semester dean's list at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, Twin Cit-
ies.  To qualify for this honor, a 
student must attain a minimum 
3.66 grade-point average.

The students are the follow-
ing:  Hosam Alkhatib,  Logan 
Anding,  Joseph Becker,  Cami 
Doman,  Aline Glazos,  Kali Kill-
mer,  Kirsten Koskinen,  Abi-
gail Lahn,  Jillian Lawson,  So-
phie Loberg,  Matthew Mark-
man,  Eric Minnerath,  Zachary 
Motschke,  Justin Scherer,  Isaac 
Schneider,  Abby Silman,  Rory 
Spanier and Samantha Venables. 

Madison Vonderahe, a 2016 
graduate of Sartell High School 
and daughter of Melinda and 
Adam Vonderahe, made the dean's 
list at the University of Cincinnati 
for the fall semester. She earned a 
grade-point average of 3.833 in the 
College-Conservatory of Music.

contributed photo

Sartell Squirt C Blue team won first place in the 2018-2019 Min-
nesota District 5 Hockey Squirt C Championship tournament on 
March 3. Coached by Lewis Solarz and Andy Berger, the team’s 
district record for the season was 11-0. The players are Nikolas 
Berger, Brandon Cihlar, Noah George, Evan Hanson, Karson 
Kuznia, Lane Larson, Ronin Lester, Cael Mueller, Jaden Oxley, 
Liam Solarz and Owen Yasgar.

People
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We drill wells year round.

A plot of land means the 
possibilities of building your 
dream home are endless! 
Whether you dream of 
a remote country home 
or prefer a development 
outside the city limits where 
you still have neighbors, 
one of the first things 
to consider is a well.

Traut Companies will 
customize a system to 
meet your household’s 
needs. Call today!

320-251-5090 
800-728-5091
141 28th Avenue South  
Waite Park, MN
trautcompanies.comWe Know Water from the Bottom to the Tap

Well Drilling

Certified 
Testing Lab

Water 
Treatment

Sprinkler 
Systems

Pump Service 
and Repair

Commercial 
and Residential

Larry Rudolph, Optician
306 Main St. E. 
St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380
320-252-6924 Home

St. Stephen 
Optical 

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday

(formerly Index 53)

Is your event listed? Send 
your information to:  Newsleader 
Calendar, 1622 11th Ave. SE., St. 
Cloud, MN 56304., e-mail it to 
news@thenewsleaders.com. Most 
events are listed at no cost. Those 
events are typically free or of min-
imal charge for people to attend. 
Some events, which have paid ad-
vertising in the Newsleaders, are 
also listed in the calendar and may 
charge more.

Friday, March 8
Fish fry fundraiser, spon-

sored by St. Joseph Rod and 
Gun Club, 4:30-8 p.m., Amer-
ican Legion, 101 W. Minneso-
ta St., St. Joseph. www.stjo-
erodandgunclub.org.

Saturday, March 9
Winter Market, 9 a.m.-1 

p.m., fellowship hall, Resurrec-
tion Lutheran Church, 610 CR 
2, St. Joseph.

Central Minnesota Chapter 
of the Federation of the Blind 
of Minnesota, 12:30 p.m., 
American Legion, 17 Second 
Ave. N., Waite Park.

Monday, March 11
Sartell City Council, 6-8 

p.m., City Hall, 125 Pinecone 
Road N.

Sartell-St. Stephen school 
board work session, 7:30-9 
p.m., District Service Center, 
212 Thirid Ave. N.

Tuesday, March 12
Sartell Chamber of Com-

merce, 11:30 a.m., Waters 
Church, 1227 Pinecone Road. 
320-258.6061. info@sartell-
chamber.com.

Central Minnesota Civil 
War Rountable, 3 p.m. Stea-
rns History Museum, 235 33rd 
Ave., S., St. Cloud. “Baseball 
and the Civil War” presented by 
Adam Katz.

St. Stephen Planning Com-
mission, 6:30 p.m. 2 Sixth Ave. 
SE. St. Stephen. 320-251-0964.

National Alliance on Men-
tal Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Cal-
vary Community Church, 1200 
Roosevelt Road, St. Cloud. The 
group helps parents raising a 
child with mental illness learn 
coping skills and develop prob-
lem-solving skills. 320-654-

1259.

Wednesday, March 13
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m., Stea-

rns History Museum, 235 33rd 
Ave. S., St. Cloud. Johanna 
Ellison, director of the Cokato 
Museum and Akerlund Studio, 
will talk about the Gust Aker-
lund glass-plate photography 
collection. 

Thursday, March 14
Coffee and Conversation, a 

senior discussion group, 9 a.m., 
Sartell Community Center, 850 
19th St. S. Topic: Crime Stop-
pers.

St. Cloud Area Mothers of 
Multiples, 7 p.m., VFW Gran-
ite Post 428, 9 18th Ave. N., St. 
Cloud. 

Friday, March 15
Baked Fish Dinner, 5-7 

p.m., St. Paul’s Parish Center, 
1125 11th Ave. N., St. Cloud. 

St. Cloud Singles Club 
Dance, 8 p.m.-midnight, Amer-
ican Legion, 17 Second Ave. 
S., Waite Park. 320-339-4533. 
stcloudsingles.net.

Saturday, March 16
Community meal, 11:30 

a.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1107 Pinecone Road 
S. Free.

Sunday, March 17
Breakfast, 8 a.m.-noon, 

American Legion, 17 Second 
Ave. N., Waite Park.

Monday, March 18
Blood Drive, 1-7 p.m., Ame-

ican Legion, 17 Second Ave. N., 
Waite Park. 320-363-4664.

Wood Duck, Bluebird and 
Wren House building, spon-
sored by St. Joseph Rod and 
Gun Club, 4-6:30 p.m., Ameri-
can Legion, 101 Minnesota St. 
W., St. Joseph.

Sartell-St. Stephen school 
board, 6:30 p.m., District Of-
fice, 212 Third Ave. N.

Tuesday, March 19
Memory Writers group de-

velops topics and turns in sto-
ries. 10 a.m., Stearns History 
Museum, 235 33rd Ave. S, St 
Cloud.

Alzheimer’s and dementia 
information meeting, 1 p.m., 
The Sanctuary, 2410 20th Ave. 
SE.,  St. Cloud.

St. Cloud Area Genealo-
gists, 7 p.m., Stearns History 
Museum, 235 33rd Ave. S., St. 
Cloud. stearns-museum.org.

Wednesday, March 20
SALT (Seniors and Law En-

forcement Together), 9 a.m., 
Sartell Police Department, 310 
Second St. S., Sartell. 

Thursday, March 21
Coffee and Conversation, a 

senior discussion group, 9 a.m., 
Sartell Community Center, 850 
19th St. S. Topic: Carie Essig, 
executive director of the Stea-
rns History Museum.

Red Cross blood donation, 
1-7 p.m., St. Francis Xavier, 308 
Second St. N. To donate call 
800-733-2767 or redcrossblood.
org.

American Legion-Sartell, 
open to all veterans young and 
old, 6 p.m., Liquid Assets, 1091 
Second St. S. No. 600, Sartell. 
john.denney@charter.net.

Community Calendar

If you have a tip concerning a 
crime, call the Sartell Police De-
partment at 320-251-8186 or 
Tri-County Crime Stoppers at 
320-255-1301, or access its tip site 
at tricountycrimestoppers.org. 
Crime Stoppers offers rewards up 
to $1,000 for information lead-
ing to the arrest and conviction 
of those responsible for a crime.

Feb. 20
8:10 p.m. Vehicle collision. Sec-
ond Street S. Officers arrived on 
scene of a vehicle crash with in-
juries and cared for the injured 
party until medical services ar-
rived and took the injured party 
to the hospital. Officers cleared 
the area of the vehicles.

Feb. 21
12:15 p.m. Disorderly con-
duct. CR 120. Officers were dis-
patched to a business parking 
lot regarding a verbal altercation 
between two individuals result-
ing from a traffic disagreement. 
Officers separated the two in-
dividuals without incident. Of-
ficers warned all parties about 
their behavior and had the two 
parties go their separate ways.

Feb. 22
6:50 p.m. DWI. Riverside Av-
enue N. A caller reported bad 
driving conduct. Officers wit-
nessed the driving conduct as 
well and stopped the vehicle. 

The individual failed the field 
sobriety tests, was arrested for 
DWI and transported to Stearns 
County Jail.

Feb. 23
2 a.m. Traffic stop. Hwy. 15. 
An officer witnessed a vehicle 
conduct a U-turn at an inter-
section. The officer stopped the 
vehicle to find the driver had a 
suspended license from another 
state. The officer cited the driv-
er for not having a valid driver’s 
license and waited for a valid 
driver to arrive to collect the ve-
hicle.

Feb. 24

1:55 p.m. Assault. 11th Avenue 
E. Officers were dispatched to 
a call involving a dispute over 
property. Officers arrived to wit-
ness the two parties assaulting 
each other. Officers separated 
the two individuals and cited 
them both for assault.

Feb. 26
12:35 a.m. Loud music. 10th 
Avenue N. Officers were dis-
patched to a complaint of loud 
music at a residence. Officers 
discussed the issue with the 
tenant about the loud music and 
encouraged them to contact site 
management if it should happen 
again.

Feb. 27
3:20 p.m. Traffic stop. Seventh 
Street S. An officer running a li-
cense plate check found a vehi-
cle whose owner had a suspend-
ed license. The officer stopped 
the vehicle to investigate. The 
officer issued a citation for driv-
ing with a suspended license.

Feb. 28
11:45 p.m. Traffic stop. Pinecone 
Road. A citizen called police re-
garding erratic driving. Officers 
witnessed the same conduct and 
stopped the vehicle. The driver 
did not have a valid driver’s li-
cense and was unfamiliar with 
Sartell. The officer waited with 
the driver until someone could 
pick up both occupants. The 
driver was cited for not having a 
valid license.

March 1
Noon. Warrant. CR 120. An in-
dividual with an arrest warrant 

was called in by a citizen. Offi-
cers stopped the vehicle trans-
porting the individual and took 
him into custody. The individ-
ual was transported to Stearns 
County Jail.

March 2
9:50 p.m. Domestic. Fourth Ave-
nue S. Officers were dispatched 
to a loud argument. Officers ar-
rived and heard it as well. Of-
ficers took one individual into 
custody for domestic abuse and 
transported the individual to 
Stearns County Jail.

March 3
12:55 a.m. DWI. 17th Street S. 
An officer saw a vehicle stuck 
in a snow bank. Stopping to as-
sist, the officer witnessed signs 
of impairment of the driver and 
passenger who were juveniles. 
The officer turned the juveniles 
over to their parents and cited 
them for underage drinking and 

driving and minor consumption. 
The vehicle was towed.

March 4
5:50 p.m. Traffic stop. River Av-
enue. An officer witnessed a ve-
hicle traveling at a higher speed 
than the speed limit. Conducting 
the stop, the driver admitted to 
knowing the speed limit and 
that they were speeding. The of-
ficer cited the driver.

March 5
12:05 a.m. Traffic stop. Riverside 
Avenue S. An officer stopped a 
vehicle for speeding. The offi-
cer smelled marijuana in the 
vehicle. The driver admitted to 
possessing the marijuana and 
the officer took possession of 
it. The driver showed no signs 
of impairment. The officer cited 
the driver for the speed and the 
possession of marijuana.

Blotter
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es or additions should be made 
at the center, it will work with 
the district to implement any 
changes, Degiovanni said, not-
ing the city will still have the 
final say-so about any aspects 
of the center’s functioning and 
its policies.

The city, she said, will save 
about $20,000 a year by having 
the district operate the center 
rather than a private company.

“The school district has 
staff with the experience and 
expertise in this type of facility 
management, and so contract-
ing with them for day-to-day 
staffing makes sense and it 
lowers the cost for our taxpay-
ers,” Degiovanni said.

She said district staff at the 
center could be a variety of 
people with a minimum of two 
staff members present in the 
building during open hours. 
They could well be students, 
interns or others who enjoy 
people and activities, she said.

The district’s Community 
Education staff includes its di-
rector, youth-program coordi-
nator, adult-program coordina-
tor and a scheduler. That kind 
of expertise, Degiovanni said, 
is a “great fit” for the Center 
and its visitors’ needs.

Staffing also involves many 
part-time building attendants 
who help with set-up opera-
tions for events, activities and 
serving customers.

Degiovanni said she antic-
ipates a smooth transition to 

school district staffing and op-
erations.

“The Community Ed staff 
already schedules and man-
ages so many things for the 
school district that adding our 
Community Center to the mix 
just seems like a great fit,” she 
said.

“We thought it would be 
good to get it (the center) up 
and running and have a full 
year of operations under our 
belt so they can walk into a 
system that is already running 
well, and that is how it has 
played out. So now we take 
our time to transition over the 
coming months and then we 
work to keep it a great asset 
for Sartell.”

School
from front page

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GILBERT’S SALE YARD MACHIN-

ERY CONSIGNMENT SALE, APRIL 
8, 9:00 A.M.. Advertising Deadline 
March 22. No Small Items, Tires after 
March 29. CONSIGN TODAY, 641-
398-2218, Hwy 218, Floyd, IA, www.
gilbertsaleyard.com (MCN)

AUCTIONS
Firearms Auction, 898 Firearms. 

Saturday March 16th, 10:00am, Mon-
trose Auction Inc. 478-376-4559, 
GAL2006. www.montroseauction.com 
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 

BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 (MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Competitive Offer! Nationwide FREE 
Pick Up! Call Now For a Free Quote! 
888-366-5659(MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels & 

1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand 
(w/SELECT Package.) AT&T Internet 
99 Percent Reliability. Unlimited Texts 
to 120 Countries w/AT&T Wireless. 
Call 4 FREE Quote-

1-844-245-2232 (MCN)

Viasat Satellite Internet. Up to 12 
Mbps Plans starting at $30/month. 
Our Fastest Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) 
& Unlimited Data Plans Start at $100/
month. Call Viasat today! 1-855-445-
5297 (MCN)

DISH Network $69.99 For 190 
Channels. Add High Speed Internet 
for ONLY $14.95/month. Best Tech-
nology. Best Value. Smart HD DVR 
Included. FREE Installation. Some re-
strictions apply. Call 1-855-434-0020 
(MCN)

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed No contract or commit-
ment. More Channels. Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. Call 1-855-577-7502. 
(MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-679-7096. (MCN)

DISH TV – Over 190 Channels 
Now ONLY $59.99/mo!  2yr price 
guarantee, FREE Installation!  Save 
HUNDREDS over Cable and DIRECTV. 
Add Internet as low as $14.95/mo! 
1-800-732-9635 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED

Are you a Class A CDL Driver and 
tired of getting jacked around by em-
ployers? Call me to see why our turn-
over rate is so low. Scott 507-437-9905 
Apply: WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer Sale: New 7’X16′ V-nose, 

ramp door Cargo $5,199.00; 6’X12′ 
V-nose, Ramp door Cargo $3,149.00; 
82″x10′ Utility trailer 4′ rampgate 
$1,519.00; 15 Dump trailers 10′, 12′ 
14′ & 16′; Used 16,000lb. tilt skid-
loader trailer: Gravity Tilt 14, 16 & 
20,000lb skidloader trailers in-stock. 
515-972-4554. www.FortDodgeTrailer-
World.com for information & PRICES 
(MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a 

button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 888-
227-0525 (MCN)

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIP-
TION! World Health Link. Price Match 
Guarantee! Prescriptions Required. 
CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today For A Free 
Price Quote. 1-866-710-6889 Call Now! 
(MCN)

Start Saving BIG On Medications! 
Up To 90% Savings from 90DAY-
MEDS! Over 3500 Medications Avail-
able! Prescriptions Req’d. Pharma-

cy Checker Approved. CALL Today 
for Your FREE Quote. 844-903-1317. 
(MCN)

Lung Cancer?  Asbestos exposure 
in industrial, construction, manufac-
turing jobs, or military may be the 
cause.  Family in the home were 
also exposed.  Call 1-866-795-3684 
or email cancer@breakinginjurynews.
com. $30 billion is set aside for as-
bestos victims with cancer. Valuable 
settlement moneys may not require 
filing a lawsuit.   (MCN)

Attention: Oxygen Users!  Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator!  No more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guaranteed Lowest Prices!  
Call the Oxygen Concentrator Store:  
855-536-0324 (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
Become a Published Author. We 

want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920 Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 1-855-
520-9045 or visit http://dorranceinfo.
com/Midwest (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 

largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to-

day! Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-855-811-8392 (MCN)

FRUIT & NUT TREES From $15. 
Blueberry, Strawberry, Grape, Aspara-
gus, Evergreen & Hardwood Plants & 
MORE! FREE Catalog. WOODSTOCK 
NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95, Neillsville, 
WI 54456. Toll Free 888-803-8733 wal-
lace-woodstock.com (MCN)

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 
DOWN* with AT&T Next® and AT&T 
Next Every Year? $250 Gift Card for 
switching to AT&T! (*Req`s well-qual-
ified credit. Limits & restr`s apply.) 
CALL 1-844-290-8275. (MCN)

PERSONALS
Meet singles right now! No paid 

operators, just real people like you. 
Browse greetings, exchange messages 
and connect live. Try it free. Call now: 
855-651-0114. (MCN)

WANT TO BUY
Want to purchase minerals and 

other oil/gas interests. Send de-
tails to: P.O. Box 13557, Denver CO 
80201(MCN)

Wanted: Antique Bicycles from 
1930’s-50’s. Deluxe or unusual models 
with horn tanks, headlights, etc. Also 
buying Schwinn Stingray bikes from 
1960’s-70’s. Top prices paid. Will pick 
up anywhere. 309-645-4623 (MCN)

ble. “So you don't get to see 
that a lot, but it's really fun to 
watch him get out of when it 
does happen.”

At state, Penk was eliminat-
ed from the tournament in an 
unexpected 11-9 first-round loss 
to Conner Higgins of Rochester 
John Marshall.

For the championship match 
at state, Fibranz wrestled 
Ezayah Oropeza, Rosemont, 
who is ranked 1st in the state 
and 11th nationally with a 45-0 
record.

Fibranz fell behind early 
in the match and struggled to 
catch up for the remaining time.

The two had met at the 
beginning of this season with 
Oropeza coming out on top 
2-1. So Fibranz knew what to 
expect and that he had to bring 
his best match in order to win.

A few hours after the loss, 
Fibranz was philosophical 
about it.

“If I have the energy to be 
mad,  then I didn't use enough 
on the mat,” he said. “I am 
content … I tried everything I 
could and it just didn't work 

my way,” He said, that at least 
he could use the loss as a learn-
ing experience.

This was his third state tour-
nament, at 220 pounds. Fibranz 
was a state champion two years 
ago as a sophomore. He placed 
third last year, losing in the 
semi-final to the same guy that 
he beat in the finals the year 
before.

He won the section tourna-
ment this year by beating anoth-
er nemesis, Andrew Reigstad of 
Willmar, 5-1 in the finals. Reig-
stad is ranked third in the state 
and that is where he finished in 
the state tournament.

“I've had to wrestle him ev-

ery single year,” Fibranz said 
with a hint of weariness. This 
year’s section tournament was 
the fifth time. Fibranz has beat-
en him all five.

As a team, the Sabres had 
a somewhat disappointing in-
dividual section tournament. 
They expected to have more 
guys qualify for state.

Senior Nick Pelach at 138 was 
having an outstanding year, was 
ranked fifth and had experience 
with his two state tournament 
wins last year. A late-season 
shoulder injury ended hopes 
of wrestling at sections and not 
just qualifying but placing at the 
state tournament.

Fibranz
from front page

by Dennis Dalman 
news@thenewsleaders.com

The much-discussed and 
long-awaited Celebration neighbor-
hood drainage-improvement proj-
ect was awarded a work contract 
by the Sartell City Council at its 
last meeting.

Landwehr Construction of 

St. Cloud was the low bidder at 
$424,173, which is within the city’s 
budget and considerably less than 
a previous project estimate of near-
ly $500,000.

Throughout the years, there 
have been persistent flooding prob-
lems in the streets, yards, base-
ments and alleys in much of the 
Celebration neighborhood area. 

The flooding was not only a safety 
concern, but it also did damage to 
some alleys, streets, curb-and-gut-
ter and yards.

The project, to be done this 
spring and summer, will involveo-
verlays of parts of alleys and roads 
and drainage solutions that include 
tiling.

Celebration project contract awarded

photo by Angie Heckman

Cole Fibranz beat Charles Dressel from Mounds View 16-1 in 
the first round of the state tournament.

photo by Mike Knaak

The $11-million Sartell Com-
munity Center opened 17 
months ago. During that time, 
the city contracted with Pro-
Fields, to do management, 
staffing and operations.
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1201 Franklin Ave.
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379

(320) 253-4242
www.wilcoxfamilydentistry.com

• Check-ups

• Cleaning

• Comprehensive Dental Care

• Courteous & Helpful Support Staff

• Crowns

• Esthetic Dentistry

• Fillings

• Implant Restoration

• Personalized Treatment

• Pleasant Atmosphere

• Root Canals

• Sealants

Come check us out!

Dr. Andrew 

Wilcox D.D.S.

Dr. KESHIA 

MILBAUER D.D.S.

WE ARE EXCITED TO HAVE DR. KESHIA MILBAUER, WHO IS CURRENTLY TAKING NEW PATIENTS!

DENTAL CARE  |  VISITING THE DENTIST

If you fall into this category, you can 
probably relate to your friends and 
neighbors who feel this way as their 
dentist appointment approaches on 
the calendar. 

Why are people so fearful of dental 
visits? Many people associate pain or 
uncertainty when thinking about their 
dental experiences. It doesn’t have to 
be this way. Your dental professionals 
are there to ensure your comfort and 
wellbeing.

Instead of treating a trip to the den-
tist as an inconvenience, think of it as 
the most effective way of making sure 
your teeth are as healthy as possible. 
If you let fear overtake your mental 
connection with the dentist, you may 
put off critical appointments or pro-
cedures. Doing so is a surefire way of 
opening the door for future dental 
health issues. 

TALK ABOUT YOUR FEARS
Studies have proven that the most 

important factor in overcoming dental 
anxiety is good relationship with your 
dental professional and his or her 
staff. If you trust your dentist, you are 
more likely to feel at ease in the den-
tist’s chair. 

Open the lines of communication 
with your dentist to share how you’re 
feeling. Be honest and frank by 
explaining why you are anxious. 
Dentists are trained in easing patient 
fears and delivering outstanding bed-
side manner. 

If you feel like your dentist is lack-
ing in any of these areas, it’s time to 
search for a new dentist. 

WHAT TO DO AT THE DENTIST 
There are also things you can do 

when the time comes to walk through 
your dentist’s doors. Follow these tips 
from Delta Dental: 

• Focus on breathing regularly, deep-
ly and slowly during dental proce-
dures. This will help facilitate the flow 
of oxygen throughout your body and 
decrease any feelings of panic.

• Ask your dentist if you’re allowed to 
wear earbuds to listen to your favorite 
band or podcast during your visit. 
Doing so can serve as a welcome dis-
traction from any sounds of the den-
tist’s office that make you feel uncom-
fortable.

• Avoid caffeine before a dental 
appointment. Instead, eat high-protein 
foods that produce a calming effect. 

• Try to choose a time for your den-
tal visit when you’re not under a time 
crunch. This means avoiding tight 
windows such as lunch breaks or 
before work. 

• If you are looking for a dentist, ask 
friends and relatives for their experi-
ences and recommendations. A good 
review from a trusted source can start 
you off on the right foot. 

A ccording to the American Dental Association, 
an estimated 40 million Americans avoid the 
dentist because of fear and anxiety. 

Overcome Your Fear 

© FOTOLIA
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2395 Troop Drive #101 Sartell • 320-252-6191
lawsonfamilydental.com

HELPING
FAMILIES 
SMILE!

DENTAL CARE  |  THE PROS

ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL 
SURGEON

These specialists are required to 
complete four additional years of 
hospital-based training after dental 
school. The additional lessons focus 
on diagnosing and treating condi-
tions in the face, mouth and jaw. 

The University of Rochester 
Medical Center reports that these 
experts are efficient in procedures 
like: 

• Dental implants and associated 
bone grafting or soft tissue grafting. 

• Outpatient anesthesia. 
• Removal of tumors and growths 

from the jaws and mouth.
• Jaw reconstruction.
Their knowledge is vast, and an 

appointment can be beneficial if you 
fear you require serious attention.

ORAL PATHOLOGIST 
While they typically don’t provide 

direct patient care, an expert in 
pathology researches and diagnoses 
diseases which begin orally.  The 
American Dental Education 
Association states the career typical-
ly requires 37 months of lessons. 
They will work close with dentists to 

perform biopsies and radiographic 
or microscopic examinations. 

ORTHODONTIST
Another aspect of proper oral 

health is the straightening of teeth, 
correcting over- or underbites and 
closing gaps. This is best achieved 
by another specialist – an orthodon-
tist. Certain issues with the jaw are 
also better left to these professionals 
as their training prepares them to 
provide the most effective treat-
ment. 

PROSTHODONTIST
According to the American 

College of Prosthodontists, prostho-
dontics is defined as the diagnosis, 
treatment planning, rehabilitation 
and maintenance of the oral func-
tion, comfort, appearance and 
health of patients with missing or 
deficient teeth. 

Specialists in this field have 
advanced training in restoring or 
replacing teeth with cutting-edge 
technology. They sometimes work 
closely with general dentists to 
determine a patient’s best course of 
action.  

Experts in 
Dental Care

© ADOBE STOCK

W hen you think of oral health, you probably think of 
scheduling appointments with your dentist. There 

are several types of experts who specialize in different 
conditions in the dental field. It is important to know 
which professionals to seek for your specific situation.
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DENTAL CARE  |  ROUTINE CLEANING

The American Dental 
Association urges people to 
floss at least once a day to 
help remove plaque from the 
areas between the teeth where 
the toothbrush simply cannot 
reach. 

Flossing is important 
because it helps prevent gum 
disease and cavities. And 
according to the ADA, it 
doesn’t matter if you floss 
before or after brushing — as 
long as you’re doing it. A 2015 
poll by MouthHealthy.org 
found that 53 percent of its 
readers said they brush 
before, while 47 percent said 
after. 

The key is finding the time 
to floss. Bring some floss with 
you to work to take care of it 
during your lunch break. Wake 
up a few minutes early or stay 
awake a few minutes later to 
give your teeth some extra 
attention. With just a little 
effort, you can make a big dif-
ference in the present and 
future health of your teeth. 

DON’T FORGET THE KIDS
As an adult, it’s up to us to 

be great role models. Proper 
dental care is a behavior we 
can easily pass on to our chil-
dren by teaching them the 
importance of taking care of 
their mouths. You should be 
flossing your child’s teeth as 
soon as you see two teeth 

touching. 
The ADA recommends par-

ents flossing their children’s 
teeth until they are about 10 
years old. By this age, children 
have the dexterity to effective-
ly floss by themselves.

Encourage your children to 
floss by reassuring them that 
the experience is not a painful 
one. Flossing should be done 

in a firm yet gentle manner. If 
you’re feeling pain while 
you’re flossing, you’re not 
doing it correctly. 

HOW TO FLOSS
The ADA has found that only 

about half of Americans floss 
their teeth. Considering the ease 
of flossing, this number should be 
much higher. The process is sim-

ple and straightforward, as these 
tips from the ADA point out: 

• Break off about 18 inches of 
floss and wind it around the mid-
dle fingers of each hand.

• Guide the floss between your 
teeth using a gentle rubbing 
motion.

• When the floss reaches the 
gum line, curve it into a C shape 
against one tooth; gently slide it 

into the space between the gum 
and the tooth.

• Bring the floss back toward 
the contact point between the 
teeth and move the floss up or 
down the other side.

• Hold the floss tightly against 
the tooth; gently rub the side of 
the tooth, moving the floss away 
from the gum with up-and-down 
motions.

B rushing twice a day is recommended by all of the major dental 
organizations, but if you’re not flossing, you are missing out  
on an opportunity to optimize your oral healthcare. 

The Power of Flossing 

© FOTOLIA

Pediatric Dentistry | Dr. Liliana Lucas

• Pediatric trained staff • Movies and video games
• Digital x-rays • A positive experience

151 19th Street South, Sartell, MN 56377
Tel 320-229-2222 | Toll-free Tel 877-298-Dent

www.SartellKids.com

Specialized dentistry for infants, children and teens              
New patients and emergencies welcome

PEDIATRIC DENTISTS CARING FOR KIDS

• Pediatric trained staff • Movies and video games
• Digital x-rays • A positive experience

151 19th Street South, Sartell, MN 56377
Tel 320-229-2222 | Toll-free Tel 877-298-Dent
www.SartellKids.com 

We believe
dental visits 
CAN be fun
for kids.

Sarah Welch, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentist
Board Certified, American Board of 
Pediatric Dentistry Member, American 
Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

Ashley Turrittin, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentist
Board Certified, American Board of 
Pediatric Dentistry Member, American 
Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

• Pediatric trained staff 
to provide caring treatment

• Digital x-rays to keep smiles healthy

• Movies and video games 
to make dental visits more fun for kids

Providing Great Family Dental Care
We’re here to serve you!

• Advanced Technology
• Relaxed Setting
• Emergency Care
• Extractions
• Root Canal Therapy
• Whitening
• Cleanings
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Fillings
• Dentures
• Crowns and Bridges

320-229-2223 • welchdentalcare.com • 151 19th St. S., Suite B • Sartell, Minn 56377 • Discover the difference on Facebook or at SartellKids.com • 320-229-2222
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Guaranteed Home Sale!
Need To Sell Your Home This Spring?

As Sartell’s #1 Selling Agent, I can help you sell for the best
price and can now offer you a guarnteed buyout as well!

Call me TODAY!
Matt Wieber, REALTOR

320-267-6373

*This program is intended for Sartell homes under $250,000, although other homes may be considered. Please call for details. 
This offer is not intended to solicit homes that are currently listed for sale. Number one agent is based on 2018 MLS sold statistics.

Utilities included. Non-smokers only.

Call Collin at 320-493-9212

FOR RENT
AVAILABLE APRIL 1 - $1,145

Spacious (1,500-square-foot) two-bedroom basement 
apartment with above-ground windows, chef’s kitchen, 

private backyard, on-site laundry, downtown St. Joseph.
Within walking distance of EVERYthing.

Musical Memory 
Makers 

Tuesdays, March 12-May 14 
12:30-2:30 p.m. 

 Call Whitney to register 
320-255-7245 

• A chorus for those living 
with dementia and caregivers 

• Enjoy new friendships, old favorite 
songs, and a final performance 

• Held at Whitney Senior Center 
1527 Northway Dr., St. Cloud 

• Free and open to the public 

Except for auxiliary gym,
high school to be closed next year
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

Starting in August, the cur-
rent Sartell High School will 
be closed for public use except 
for the auxiliary gym, the Sar-
tell-St. Stephen school board 
learned Feb. 25.

Superintendent Jeff Schwie-
bert said that while remodel-
ing takes place to convert the 
building for middle school stu-
dents, there won't be enough 
entrances and exits available to 
meet fire code so that more of 
the building can be open.

Auxiliary-gym use will be 
limited to 100 people so it will 
be available for practices and 
youth sports but gymnastics 
meets will need to be held else-
where. There will be two doors 
available for auxiliary-gym us-
ers.

by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

New logos for administration 
and school activities have been 
adopted by the Sartell-St. Ste-

phen school board.
The administration logo 

features a stylized S inside a 
shield. 

Primary and secondary logos 
for teams and activities can 

be adapted to include group 
names. The basic logo includes 
a sabre slashing through an S. 

An optional logo leaves 
space for a name under the 
large word.

New logos approved for schools

Two Sartell students named 
National Merit Scholar finalists

Two Sartell High School se-
niors have been named Nation-
al Merit Scholar finalists.

The students are Yash Hind-
ka, son of Chanchal and Dinesh 
Hindka, and Megan Mechelke, 
daughter of Kathryn and Mark 
Mechelke.

Hindka and Mechelke are 
two of the 15,000 finalists out 
of 1.6 million students who 
took the Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test in October 2017. 
They scored high enough to be 
named semifinalists in the fall 
of 2018 and completed a rig-
orous application to be named 
finalists.

Both students have been 

very involved 
in school and 
c o m m u n i t y 
activities.

In addition 
to serving as 
a student rep-
r e s e n t a t i v e 

for the school 
board, Hindka is a member of 
the Minnesota State AA Knowl-
edge Bowl Championship team, 
volunteers at the Catholic Char-
ities Food Shelf and achieved a 
perfect ACT score.

Mechelke achieved Sartell 
High School varsity letters in 
Academics, Spring Musical, Fall 
Play and Knowledge Bowl.  She 

was part of the 
SHS Music Lis-
tening Team 
that advanced 
to State in 
February. She 
has also vol-
unteered as a 
Sabre Splash 

Mentor, for Sabre Splash Advi-
sory Council, ORE/PME Musi-
cal in a Week with GREAT The-
atre, Tri-County Human Society 
Event and Office, and the SCSU 
Chemistry Outreach Program.

National Merit Scholarship 
winners will be announced be-
tween April and July.

Hindka Mechelke

Breitkreutz receives second 
statewide leadership award
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

The Sartell-St. Stephen 
school district's director of 
technology has received his 
second statewide award in the 
past four months.

Kyle Breitkreutz received 
the  Minnesota Association of 
School Administrators 2019 
Outstanding Central Office 
Leader Award. Breitkreutz re-
ceived this award for exhibiting 
a willingness to risk, possessing 
strong communications skills, 
being a progressive change 
agent and having high expecta-

tions for himself and others. He 
will be honored at a statewide 
recognition ceremony during 
the group's spring conference 
March 7-8, at the Minneapolis 
Marriott Northwest in Brooklyn 
Park.

In December, Breitkreutz re-
ceived the Sourcewell Technol-
ogy Minnesota Leader of the 
Year Award in Minneapolis.

The award recognizes 
“demonstrated effective lead-
ership in using information 
technologies to increase oppor-
tunities and accessibility for 
student learning.”

Assistant superintendent Kay 

Nelson nominated Breitkreutz 
for the award.

"It was fantastic to be rec-
ognized by Independent School 
District 748 (and) Kay Nelson, 
who nominated me," Breit-
kreutz said. "To then be se-
lected by past award recipients 
across the state was really an 
honor.”

Breitkreutz said as director 
of technology he has learned 
from many others in his posi-
tion from across the state.

"The award is a reflection 
of the district's team approach 
with instructional technolo-

Award • back page

(Left) The district administration logo features a stylized S. The basic activities logo (middle) 
includes a sabre slashing through an S and an optional version (right) leaves space for a team 
or activity name.
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Citizen of Year Nordmann starts new business
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Sonia Nordmann, Sartell Cit-
izen of the Year, is starting out 
2019 with vim, vigor, hard work 
and determination.

She opened a new business 
in early November. At 234 Pine-
cone Road S., it’s called Sartell 
Vibe, a smoothie-and-juice bar 
that promotes good nutrition 
and healthy lifestyles.

Nordmann was named Cit-
izen of the Year by the Sartell 
Chamber of Commerce at its 
annual awards banquet in No-
vember. She was praised for her 
many good works on behalf of 
the city, most notably last year’s 
concert fundraiser for the Sar-
tell Police Department. Instead 
of celebrating her 40th birth-
day, she decided to organize 

the fundraiser on that date at 
the Sartell Community Center, 
which resulted in $10,500 for 
the police department’s train-
ing-equipment fund.

On her 30th birthday she also 
did a fundraiser for an autism 
organization because one of her 
friends has a son who was 
struggling because of autism.

Nordmann has been active in 
the Sartell Chamber and serves 
on its board of directors and 
served as its president in 2018. 
Another ongoing communi-
ty-service task is her member-
ship since 2005 in the Le Sauk 
Lions Club, for which she is 
secretary.

Nordmann said she has had 
some tough times in her own 
life when people so gladly came 
to her aid and helped her out. 
She was so grateful for that sup-

port that she loves, in turn, to 
help others.

“With my new business, I 
won’t have time – at least for 
the near future – for some of 
those volunteer efforts,” she 
said. “This business takes a lot 
of time, but I’m determined to 
make an impact on Sartell. I 
want to make everybody in it 
healthier and happier.”

Raised in Cold Spring, Nord-
mann moved to Sartell as a sin-
gle mom 22 years ago.

“When I moved here, I just 
knew in my heart I was choos-
ing a forever place to raise my 
son, Andrew,” she said. “And 
sure enough, I picked the right 
city.”

Nordmann earned a degree in 
biomedical science in 1999 from 
St. Cloud State University. Her 
most recent job, before starting 
her own business, was as the 
director of business develop-

ment for El-Jay Plumbing and 
Heating, based in Sauk Rapids.

Nordmann and her husband, 
Aaron, have two children – An-
drew Hessler, 23, who lives with 
his wife, Melissa, in St. Cloud; 
and Aidan, 12.

Nordmann is people-orient-
ed, through and through. Even 
though her new business takes 
a lot of time and work, she often 
finds herself energized by her 
customers.

“They are amazing,” she 
said. “They have so much en-
ergy when they come into Sar-
tell Vibe. It’s so much fun to 
meet new people. I get to make 
all kinds of new friends. I get 
to know them, and they keep 
coming back, and I get to know 
them even more. I guess you 
could call me a collector of 
people.”

contributed photo

Sonia Nordmann (right) ac-
cepts her Sartell Citizen of the 
Year award in November from 
then-Sartell Mayor Sarah Jane 
Nicoll (left).

Obituaries
Melvin “Mel” M. Fiereck, 92

Sartell
Aug. 9, 1926-Feb. 25, 2019

Melvin M. 
Fiereck, 92, 
of Sartell, 
died Monday, 
Feb. 25 at 
Country Man-
or Nursing 
Home in Sar-
tell. His fu-
neral was held Friday, March 
1, at St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church, Sartell. The Rev. Eber-
hard Schefers officiated and en-
tombment was in Assumption 
Cemetery in St. Cloud.

Fiereck was born Aug. 9, 
1926 in St. Cloud to Ignatius 
and Lorraine (Wagner) Fiereck. 
He married Patricia (Forcier) Fi-
ereck on June 24, 1952 at Holy 
Angels Catholic Church, St. 
Cloud. He was employed as a 
machinist at DeZurik Manufac-

turing for 29 years until retiring 
in 1991. He was a member of 
St. Francis Xavier Church and 
Machinist Union Local #623. 
He enjoyed bicycling, traveling, 
fishing and golfing.

Survivors include his wife; 
children, Linda (Michael) Holm 
of Plymouth, Pamela Vogel of 
Chaska, Michael (Phyllis) of Big 
Lake, Sheila (Joseph) Bethke of 
Buffalo, Patrick (Sheila) of Big 
Lake, Lisa (Kris) Friedrich of 
Sartell and Laurie (Doug) Rode-
wald of Maple Grove; 11 grand-
children and five great-grand-
children; brother and sisters, 
Lorraine “Bebe” Warhol of 
Phoenix, Betty Haynes of Sierra 
Vista, Ariz. and Jerry (Audrey) 
Fiereck of Gilbert, Ariz.

He is preceded in death by 
his parents; sister, Joyce Nel-
son; and a granddaughter.

Arrangements were made by 
Williams Dingmann Family Fu-
neral Home, St. Cloud.

Eugene "Gene" J. Bidinger, 86
Sartell

March 10, 1932-Feb. 19, 2019

E u g e n e 
"Gene" J. 
Bidinger, 86, 
of Sartell died 
Feb. 19 at 
the St. Cloud 
Hospital.

His funeral 
was held Feb. 
25 at St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church, 219 Second St. N., Sar-
tell. The Rev. Eberhard Schefers 
officiated and burial was in the 
parish cemetery. 

Bidinger was born March 10, 
1932 in Le Sauk Township to 
Frederick and Loretta (Theisen) 
Bidinger. He served our country 
in the U.S. Army in Korea. He 
married Darlene Robatcek on 
July 1, 1958 at St. Francis Xavi-
er church in Sartell. He worked 

at St. Regis Paper Mill in Sartell 
for 40 years and also at Red's 
Transfer in St. Cloud, and was a 
volunteer firefighter for the Sar-
tell Fire Department. Later in 
life Bidinger worked at St. Fran-
cis Xavier in lawn care. Having 
a strong foundation in his Cath-
olic faith, he was a member of 
St. Francis Xavier, where he 
served as a Eucharistic minis-
ter. He was also a member of 
American Legion Post #277 of 
Sartell and a former member 
of St. Cloud Fraternal Order 
of Eagles Aerie #622. Bidinger 
enjoyed golfing, bowling, play-
ing cards, outdoor activities, 
traveling and spending winters 
in Lake Havasu, Arizona. He 
was a friendly, outgoing, gener-
ous, compassionate, humorous 
and quick-witted man. Bidinger 
was a devoted and loving hus-
band, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather.

Survivors include his wife 
of 60 years, Darlene of Sartell; 
children, Dale (Carol) Bidinger 
of Sartell, Pam (Scott) Gnan of 
Chanhassen, Jodi (Bob) Traut 
of Eau Claire, Wisconsin, and 
Rory (Tiffany) Bidinger of Sar-
tell; brother and sister, Bob 
(Vi) Bidinger of Sartell and 
Mary (Kenny) Pietron of Sartell; 
nine grandchildren, Fred and 
Tom Bidinger, Aaron and Alex 
Gnan, Alicia Carlson and Bri-
anna Traut, Keegan, Gavin and 
Landyn Bidinger; great-grand-
child, Knox Carlson and a 
Bidinger on the way.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; and sisters, Mar-
cy (Marvin) Traut and LaVern 
(Lee) Kruchten.

Memorials will be used for 
dementia research.

Arrangements were entrust-
ed to Williams Dingmann Fam-
ily Funeral Home, Sauk Rapids.

Snow-removal crew gets council kudos
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

The Sartell Public Works Depart-
ment employees and its director, 
John Kothenbeutel, received high 
praise from the Sartell City Council 
for their round-the-clock effort at 
snow removal from streets and pub-

lic parking lots.
At the Feb. 25 council meeting, 

Mayor Ryan Fitzthum and coun-
cil member Brady Andel praised 
Kothenbeutel and the work crews 
for the mammoth amounts of work 
and long hours they put into remov-
al of snow from streets. This winter 
has been one of the snowiest, not to 

mention one of the coldest, winters 
ever recorded in central Minnesota.

Council member Andel, besides 
giving praise, also said residents 
should all remind themselves 
to keep the snow well-shoveled 
around fire hydrants so firefighters 
can have quick and easy access to 
them in case of fires.

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

At its last meeting, the Sartell 
City Council approved a special 
permit and waiver of fees for a 
party/fundraiser dubbed “Hairball 
Concert” set to take place from 
7-11:30 p.m. Saturday, April 13, at 
the Bernick's Arena.

The event is a fundraiser spon-
sored by the Sartell Youth Hockey 
Association. While the concert is 
planned as an outdoor activity, 

inclement weather may change the 
venue to inside the arena. The 
council mulled over that uncertain-
ty with regards to fees. If the con-
cert is held inside, the sponsor will 
have to pay a fee to the state fire 
marshal’s department. If held out-
side, the hockey association would 
have to pay a total fee to the city 
of $525 – that is, $375 for a fire-de-
partment standby fee and $150 for 
a fire-department permit fee.

The council voted unanimously 
to waive the city fees (total of $525) 

for the event. It also authorized 
the special permit request for the 
concert and granted an exception to 
the city’s noise ordinance, extend-
ing it from 11 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 
Residents in the area have been 
notified of plans for the concert.

Besides the Bernick's Arena 
parking lot, there will be places 
for concert-goers to park at Pine 
Meadow Elementary School and 
at Sartell City Hall. Shuttle buses 
will be available to and from the 
concert.

Council approves waiver
for hockey benefit concert
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OpinionOpinion
Our View

Chisum deserves praise for soil testing 
I believe council member Mike 

Chisum should be commended for 
pulling the “engineering and soil 
testing item” regarding the Sauk Riv-
er Regional Park   from the consent 
agenda during the Jan. 28 Sartell 
City Council meeting. When an elect-
ed representative performs his/her 
due diligence, their effort should be 
praised for representing their constit-
uents and democratic principles.

One year ago, the Sartell City 
Council was undecided on how to 
spend the $950,000 remaining grant 
money for either amenities as over-
looks, shelters, restrooms or for rec-
reational facilities to be made avail-
able by June 30, 2020, and operated 
by the city. One item considered was 
a pedestrian bridge to connect 14 
acres across the Sauk River. It was 
disclosed at that time that it was up 
to the City Council to present the 
options to the public. Then Mayor 
Nicoll stated the “bridge was pretty 
expensive” and was not sure to be 
the right choice. Well, here we are 
now, looking at soil testing to build 
a bridge without plans for amenities 
other than a promise that city staff 
will complete or use remaining state 

funds.
I ask where/when was the public 

provided an opportunity to   dis-
cuss, explore options? What was 
the recommendation from the Sartell 
Park Commission? What collabora-
tion have we had with the Mayors of 
the Mississippi Rivers Initiative for 
the sharing of educational, environ-
mental and recreational impacts and 
benefits? Have we conferred with the 
Sauk River Watershed District for 
collaboration on educational kiosks 
describing the legacy of the Sauk and 
the Mississippi rivers confluence? 
Have we explored the historical sig-
nificance of the indigenous people’s 
utilization of this area?

When I look at the efforts of the 
Sartell Lions Club that established 
the Lions Park on Pinecone Road,   I  
think of the many opportunities that 
exist for the Sauk River Regional park 
to benefit those less physically able to 
access outdoor spaces. Our small Li-
ons Park maintains a paved walking 

trail with handrails. We constantly at-
tempt to keep the paths clear by vol-
unteers and with assistance from city 
staff. We have plans to upgrade our 
playground equipment for safety and 
accessibility. We are raising funds to 
build a shelter with restrooms and a 
kitchen that meets ADA standards. 
These efforts are possible from local, 
national   and international Lions 
Clubs contributions and local vol-
unteers who maintain the gardens. 
I ponder what more could we do if 
provided a fraction of the dollars that 
exists for the Sauk River Regional 
Park. Well, as a committee member 
of the Lions Park, we voted down 
building a bridge for a number of rea-
sons, most obvious was the practical 
need of accessibility and recreational 
opportunities and eventually an over-
look to the Watab River.

I hope my letter helps to open a di-
alogue among the citizens of Central 
Minnesota and Sartell so we may all 
have an opportunity to explore our 
options for this beautiful stretch of 
land and water and so as many peo-
ple as possible may experience and 
participate in its legacy.

Mike 
Knaak

Editor

It’s time to consider a mayor for president
The field of Democrats who want 

to be president grows every day with 
about a dozen announced candidates 
and several more hinting at a run for 
a chance to challenge Donald Trump.

Lots of attention focuses on the six 
U.S. Senators who have entered the 
race. But let’s not forget the mayors 
running too.

Governors, vice-presidents and 
senators often find their way to the 
White House but no mayor has gone 
directly from City Hall to 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue.

President Grover Cleveland was 
mayor of Buffalo, but he served as 
New York governor before heading 
to Washington. Calvin Coolidge brief-
ly served as mayor of Northampton, 
Massachusetts.

The last time a sitting mayor was 
nominated for president by a major 
party was in 1812. New York City 
Mayor DeWitt Clinton lost to James 
Madison.

The six announced senators 
shouldn’t be measuring the Oval Of-
fice for new drapes yet. Sixteen pres-
idents previously served as U.S. Sen-
ators but only three moved from the 
Senate to the White House: Warren 
Harding, John Kennedy and Barack 
Obama.

With those odds in mind, let’s fo-
cus on this year’s current or former 
mayors who want to be president.

Peter Buttigieg, 37, is mayor of 

South Bend, Ind., population 101,000. 
He is a graduate of Harvard Universi-
ty, a Rhodes Scholar and a veteran of 
the war in Afghanistan. He is the first 
openly gay Democratic candidate to 
run for president.

Buttigieg argues “you could be a se-
nior senator and have never managed 
more than a hundred people in your 
life,” he said. “I not only have more 
years of government experience than 
the president of the United States, but 
I have more years of executive expe-
rience than the vice president of the 
United States and more wartime ex-
perience than anybody who arrived in 
the office since George H.W. Bush.”

Pointing out that you have more 
government service and military ex-
perience than the current occupant is 
setting the bar pretty low. But he has 
a point.

Sen. Bernie Sanders, 77, was mayor 
of Burlington, Vermont, in the 1980s 
when the city’s population was about 
40,000. He was re-elected three times. 
While in office, Sanders balanced the 
city budget and drew a minor league 
baseball team to Burlington. Burl-
ington sued the local television ca-

ble franchise, winning reduced rates 
for customers. Sanders led extensive 
downtown revitalization projects. 
One of his primary achievements was 
the improvement of Burlington’s Lake 
Champlain waterfront.

Not a bad record for a socialist.
A third mayor finally decided not 

to run but he would have been an im-
pressive candidate. New York City’s 
three-term mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
77, is an actual billionaire with no 
bankruptcies in his background. He 
built a real company, not a mom-and-
pop licensing scheme. A global finan-
cial services, mass media and soft-
ware company bears his name.

Why a mayor? Because they are ex-
ecutives who manage large enterpris-
es. They actually have to form and 
execute policy and deliver results. 
They can’t hide in the crowd of 99 
other senators when a policy fails. If 
the snow doesn’t get plowed or the 
garbage doesn’t get picked up, a may-
or hears about it face-to-face while 
standing in the checkout line at the 
grocery store.

Mayors need to choose qualified 
subordinates, make wise policy choic-
es and deliver results. At minimum, 
voters expect a competent govern-
ment, not the three shutdowns man-
aged by Donald Trump. Wise policy 
developed by ethical, experienced 
leaders would be a bonus.

Give a mayor a chance for a change.

Finish the job:
bring Northstar to St. Cloud

Question: When is a subsidy not a subsidy?
Answer: When the money is used to support 

public transit, such as Northstar Commuter 
Rail, Republicans in the state Legislature call the 
money a subsidy. When it’s used to build high-
ways, the money is an investment.

Ten years after the first trains rolled, there’s 
a serious effort to extend Northstar Commuter 
to St. Cloud. Rep. Dan Wolgamott (DFL-St. 
Cloud) has sponsored a bill that would provide 
$7.3 million to get the project started. Of that 
amount, $850,000 would pay for an analysis to 
see if an extension is appropriate. The remaining 
money would fund preliminary work, such as 
engineering, environmental analysis and land 
acquisition. Cost estimates for extending North-
star to St. Cloud have varied throughout the 
years, from $40 million to $150 million.

Meanwhile, in an attempt to ease traffic and 
fix wear and tear on the highway, the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation plans to spend 
$350 million during the next three years to add 
lanes to Interstate Highway 94, repair the road-
way and add interchanges. There’s no talk of 
that money subsidizing freeway drivers.

During a Feb. 22 hearing in St. Cloud, Re-
publicans asked if extending Northstar from Big 
Lake to St. Cloud would lower the commuter 
lines’s subsidy. It’s a fair question. The most 
recent figures show each of the almost 800,000 
annual passengers comes with an $18 subsidy. 
That’s more than $14 million a year.

Rep. Tim O’Driscoll (R-Sartell) introduced 
another bill to study whether Northstar should 
run all the way to Camp Ripley, north of Little 
Falls. O’Driscoll argues in time of emergency, 
Northstar could be used to evacuate Twin Cities 
residents to Ripley for medical care and refuge.

About 150 people attended the hearing and 
about 50 of them spoke in support of Wolga-
mott’s bill including public officials, business 
leaders, railway workers, students and commut-
ers.

Business leaders say the line could bring 
workers to the St. Cloud area as well as deliver-
ing workers to the Twin Cities. Central Minne-
sota residents could travel safely in all weather 
conditions, without clogging I-94, for recreation, 
medical care and entertainment. After arriving 
at the Target Field Station in downtown Minne-
apolis, it’s a few steps to transfer to buses and 
trains. The Blue and Green light rail lines con-
nect St. Paul, the University of Minnesota, the 
airport and the Mall of America.

Northstar opened in 2009. It cost $320 million 
and was funded by the federal ($161.9 million) 
and state ($98.6 million) governments, the re-
gional rail authorities for Anoka ($34.8 million), 
Hennepin ($8 million) and Sherburne ($8.2 mil-
lion) counties, the Metropolitan Council ($5.9 
million) and the Minnesota Twins ($2.6 million). 
The 40-mile stretch ends at Big Lake and riders 
need to transfer to a bus to complete the trip to 
St. Cloud.

Area legislators should get behind Wolga-
mott’s bill and stop hiding behind the subsidy 
question. Rep. Tama Theis (R-St. Cloud) joined 
Wolgamott as a co-author. Lisa Demuth (R-Cold 
Spring) should support the measure. O’Driscoll 
should drop his Camp Ripley study. It stands 
no chance in the DFL-controlled House anyway 
and he should back Wolgamott’s plan. In the 
Senate, Jerry Relph (R-St. Cloud) has introduced 
a companion bill. Sen. Jeff Howe (R-Rockville) 
should sign on to it.

All transportation – highways, airports, trains 
– receive some form of “subsidy.” All of it comes 
from tax money. It’s time for the Legislature to 
finish the job started 10 years ago and bring 
Northstar to St. Cloud.

Phil Ringstrom
Guest Writer
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REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
SARTELL-ST. STEPHEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO 748

JAN. 28, 2019
DISTRICT SERVICE CENTER BOARD ROOM

The regular school board meeting of Independent School 
District 748 was called to order at 6:33 p.m. by Chair Jason 
Nies. Members present: Nies; Jeremy Snoberger, vice chair; 
Pamela Raden, clerk; Amanda Byrd, treasurer; Lesa Kramer, 
director; Patrick Marushin, director; and Jeff Schwiebert, super-
intendent. Members absent: none.

A motion was made by Raden and seconded by Snoberger to 
APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. All in favor. Motion 
carried. 

A motion was made by Marushin and seconded by Kramer 
to APPROVE CONSENT ITEMS A-D AS PRESENTED BELOW. All 
in favor. Motion carried.

a. Minutes of the regular school board meeting held on Dec. 
17, 2018

Minutes of the board organizational meeting held on Jan. 7, 
2019

b. Checks in the amount of $3,642,302.14 as presented:
General Fund                                                                                3,110,045.21
Food Service Fund                                              203,581.20
Transportation Fund                                                                      171,078.52
Community Service Fund                                                              64,404.77
Capital Expenditure Fund                                                              93,091.10
Summer Rec Agency Fund                                                                  101.34
                 Check numbers 174064 - 174476
ACHs in the amount of $3,975.43 as presented:
General Fund                                                                                    3,747.98
Food Service Fund                                                                              227.45
                 ACH numbers 181900004-181900031
Receipts in the amount of $3,928,553.51as presented:
                  General Fund                                                          3,168,322.68
             Food Service Fund                                     234,817.65
                 Transportation Fund                                                    2,481.89
            Community Service Fund                            45,896.95
            Capital Expenditure Fund                                900.00
                 Building Fund                                                                6,657.12
                 Debt Service Fund                                                    467,477.22
             Scholarship Trust                                            2,000.00
                  Receipts 45444 - 45555
Wire transfers in the amount of $6,343,448.45 as presented:
                  General Fund                                                                  1,096.93
                  Food Service Fund                                                        4,297.12
                  Community Service Fund                                            1,035.65
            Capital Expenditure Fund                           62,7

25.00
                  Debt Service Fund                                                  6,274,293.75                   
                  Wire transfers 201800041-201800051
Building Fund Checks in the amount of $4,113,432.59 as 

presented:
Building Fund                                                 4,113,432.59
Check numbers 600428 to 600453
c. Accept the following donations: Wee Trees, Pine Meadow 

Elementary, $135, supplies for students at Pine Meadow Ele-
mentary; Sartell-St. Stephen Education Foundation, ISD #748, 
$3,000, One District One Book initiative.

d. Accept the resignation of Kathy Sell, District, reception-
ist, 1/1/19. Accept the retirement of Cindy Heins, SHS, cook’s 
helper, 5/31/19. Accept the Early Teacher Retirements Qualify-
ing For Incentive: Donald Dockendorf, ORE, physical education 
teacher, end of 18-19 school year; Shelley Gould, PME, kinder-
garten teacher, end of 18-19 school year; Mary Gruenes, SMS, 
fifth-grade teacher, 3/1/19; Mary Hille, SHS, FACS teacher, end 
of 18-19 school year; Thomas Kuhn, SHS, instructional technol-
ogy specialist, end of 18-19 school year.

Student Representative Report: Lauren Lindmeier, student 
representative

Lindmeier reported on happenings around the district. Pine 
Meadow and Oak Ridge had a Kindergarten Information Night 
scheduled, but will be moved due to the school closure and 
both buildings start One District, One Book this week. The 
Middle School had 10 students who participated in the geog-
raphy bee competition, Student Council is doing Heart-Grams 
for the American Heart Association and the Stock Market and 
Chess clubs have started. The High School had Winter Won-
derland at The Grands at Mulligans and it was very successful. 

The One-Act play performed 
last week, Mock Trial is unde-
feated so far this season and 
finals week finished on Jan. 
18; new classes beginning for 
students on Jan. 22. The High 
School was named a best high 
school by U.S News.

Multi-Tiered System of Sup-
port Report:

Kim Gibbons, director of 
the Center for Applied Re-
search and Educational Im-
provement (CAREI) provid-
ed a brief overview of the 
Multi-Tiered System of Sup-
port (MTSS) framework and 
discussed the implementation 
review conducted last school 
year in the District.

Saint Cloud Area Child Re-
sponse Initiative (CRI) Report:

Paige McConkey, Trauma 
Informed Advocate provided 
a brief overview of the St. 
Cloud Area Child Response 
Initiative.

Construction Manager Re-
port on Building Process:

Construction Manager Lee 
Gruen reported the flooring 
process will begin soon in the 
music wing while rigging is 
the next step in the theater 
area. The auxiliary gym is 
complete with gym equipment 
arriving. The pool tile has 
been installed and the floor-
ing in the learning wings is 
being finished. Mixers have 
been slowed by the extreme 
cold weather, but the project 
remains on pace.

Superintendent Report: Jeff 
Schwiebert, superintendent

Schwiebert reported the 
closing of school on Jan. 
29 and 30 due to the extreme 
cold was in reaction to two 
specific numbers; air tempera-
ture and wind chill.   A chart 
from the National Weather 
Service was reviewed with the 
board regarding these num-
bers.

School Board Committee 
Report:

Director Kramer reported 
on the Drug Free Coalition 
meeting held on Jan. 8  and 
reported the coalition name 
will be changed to Substance 
Free Coalition.

Student Activity Account 
Report:

Director of Business Ser-
vices Joe Prom reported on 
the 2018-2019 student activity 
account.

Enrollment Report:

Superintendent Schwiebert 
reported on the current en-

rollment numbers for each 
school.

A motion was made by 
Marushin and seconded by 
Snoberger to APPROVE #1-15:

New Employees/Changes:

Maria Davis, ORE, student 
supervisor, $13.87/hour, RI, 
S1, two hours/day, rate cor-
rection, 12/4/2018; Zachary 
Dingmann, 3-5 building prin-
cipal, $105,765, elementary 
principal, S8, new position, 
7/1/2019; Shirley Janu, SHS, 
student supervisor, $13.87/
hour, R1, S1, two hours/day, 
replacing Ashley Petschen, 
1/22/19-3/21/19; Cindy Ker-
feld, ORE, temporary part-
time cleaner, $15.27/hour, 
R1, S1, four hours/day, re-
placing Laura Becker-Pallister, 
1/14/19-5/31/19; Nikki Mor-
tezaee, ORE, para, $16.42/
hour, RIV, S1, 6.25 hours/
day, replacing Carrie Kadoun, 
1/28/2019; Susan Oachs, 
DSC/Early Childhood, para, 
$16.42/hour, 2.5 hours/day, 
Tuesday and Thursday, new 
position, 1/24/2019; Kayla Ol-
son, District, crossing guard, 
$10 per shift, replacing Ani-
ta Rooney, 1/17/2019; Ang-
ie Thomas, PME, student su-
pervisor, $13.87/hour, RI, S1, 
2 hours/day, replacing Bon-
nie Mehr, 12/19/2018; Eric 
Thompson, PME, student 
supervisor, $13.87/hour, RI, 
S1, two hours/day, replacing 
Tracy Christian, 1/2/2019; 
Eric Thompson, PME, para, 
$16.42/hour, RIV, S1, 4.25 
hours/day, replacing Tracy 
Christian, 1/2/2019; Trac-
ey Watkin, SHS, industrial 
technology, $10,176, BS10, 
R, .1667 FTE, replacing Ariel 
Torborg, 1/21/19-6/3/19; Ra-
leigh Woodruff, SHS, assistant 
track, $4,208 (9.5 percent), 
BA, E ($44,294), replacing 
Chad Claybaugh,3/11/2019; 
Shannon Zinken, SMS, junior 
high track, $1,728 (4.5 per-
cent), BA, 0 ($38,410), replac-
ing Cody Rose, 3/13/2019.

Leaves of Absence:

Kira Rosenkrans, SMS, SLP, 
LOA, 8/26/19-11/4/19; Bev-
erly Wiebe, SMS, custodian, 
LOA, 1/22/19-3/19/19.

All in favor. Motion carried.

A motion was made by 
Snoberger and seconded by 
Byrd to APPROVE ST. CLOUD 
AREA CHILD RESPONSE INI-
TIATIVE (CRI) MEMORAN-
DUM OF AGREEMENT. All in 
favor. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Ra-
den and seconded by Kramer 
to APPROVE ST. CLOUD AREA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
MEMBERSHIP. All in favor. 
Motion carried.

A motion was made by 
Marushin and seconded by 
Snoberger to APPROVE SAR-
TELL CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE MEMBERSHIP. All in 
favor. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Ra-
den and seconded by Marush-
in TO APPROVE AWARDING 
CONTRACT 58 TO LOW BID 
AS RECOMMENDED:  

Contract 58: AV Audio Vi-
sual Equipment and Program-
ming Tierney Brothers, Inc. 
$697,877.42

                        Materials 
& Installation

All in favor. Motion carried.
A motion was made by 

Kramer and seconded by 
Snoberger TO APPROVE 
AWARDING CONTRACT 51, 
ALTERNATE 29, ALTERNATE 
31, ALTERNATE 32 AND AL-
TERNATE 33 TO LOW BID AS 
RECOMMENDED:

  
Contract 51: Controls Com-

plete – Material & Installation                     
UHL Co., Inc.

Alternate 29 – Controls 
at Existing High School                   
$308,950.00

Alternate 31 – Controls 
at Pine Meadow Elementa-
ry           $194,380.00

Alternate 32 – Controls 
at Oak Ridge Elementary                
$167,800.00

Alternate 33 – Controls 
at District Service Building  
$77,385.00

All in favor. Motion carried.
Schedule Work Session and 

Committee Meetings:

Future Board Policy Com-
mittee Meeting - Tuesday, Jan. 
29 @ District Service Center 
- 6:30 p.m.

Future Board Community 
Schools Planning Committee 
Meeting - Wednesday, Feb. 6 
@ Sartell Middle School HUB 
- 6:30 p.m.

Future Board Work Session 
- Monday, Feb 4 @ District 
Service Center - 6:30 p.m.

Future Board Meeting - 
Monday, Feb. 25 @ District 
Service Center - 6:30 p.m.

Committee assignments 
were reviewed.

A motion to ADJOURN THE 
MEETING AT 8:19 p.m. was 
made by Raden and seconded 
by Snoberger. All in favor. Mo-
tion carried.    

             
/s/ Pamela Raden, clerk

Publish: March 8, 2019
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HOT CLUB OF
SAN FRANCISCO

“CINEMA VIVANT”

THU, MAR 14
7:30PM•$18

LEIGHTON BROADCASTING PRESENTS
SAINT JOHN’S PREP SCHOOL THEATRE DEPARTMENT 

PRODUCTION OF

DISNEY’S
MARY POPPINS

MAR 22 - MAR 24
$8 - $18

THE TWILIGHT HOURS
JEROME OF THE SNAKE

FRI, MAR 15
7:30PM•$20

Sponsored in part by:

ORDER TODAY!

WITH MATT WILSON
& JOHN MUNSON

Friday, March 15
4-7 p.m.

St. Francis Xavier Parish
219 Second St. N. ~ Sartell

Proceeds support the youth of SFX, 
plus Catholic United Financial

will provide matching funds up to $1,000.

CATHOLIC UNITED FINANCIAL MATCHING GRANT

FISH FRY
potato salad, chips, coleslaw, 

baked beans, bread 
and homemade desserts

Adults $10 ~ Seniors 60 & older $9
Children 6-12 $5 ~ 5 and under FREE

Tickets 
sold at 

the door

320-204-6400763-244-1700320-253-0365

rick.halberg@countryfinancial.com

Protect what you have and  
plan for the future
Rick Halberg  
,
(866)COU-NTRY

0415-508HC-01867-3/9/2017

Save money by bundling 
your home and auto insurance

Tom Jelinski
Waite Park, MN
320-252-4991 

Availability and terms of discounts may vary by state.
Policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Preferred Insurance 
Company® and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.
0119-542HO

NOW 
HIRING 

• Dump truck drivers
• Semi drivers

• Laborers

• Equipment operators
• Mechanics

Call 320-685-3024 or 
visit kraemer-inc.com 

to apply

EOE

gy specialists and information 
technology, along with admin-
istration and school board sup-
port, to help better equip our 
fantastic teaching staff and our 
end goal of helping students," 
he said.

"The district is very proud of 
Kyle in receiving this award," 
Nelson said. “His leadership 
and efforts to enhance our stu-
dent experience are well re-
spected throughout our school 
community. It is just great to 
see him recognized at a state 
level as well."

Breitkreutz leads the dis-
trict’s Full Access technology 
plan which provides a device to 
every student in third- through 

12th grades and expanded ac-
cess to kindergarten through 
second-grade. He also leads a 
team of instructional technol-
ogy specialists who created an 
annual event, Education Done 
Differently, that invites every-
one in the area to learn from 
students and teachers about 
how their learning is improved 
through technology.

Breitkreutz has grown acces-
sible educational materials ac-
cess in the district from just few 
students to launching it build-
ing-wide at the middle school.

He worked with special ed-
ucation, general education, ad-
ministration and instructional 
technology support to research 
and select tools that meet the 
needs of the district's early 
youth and provide new access 
to print materials through au-
dio and visual supports.

Breitkreutz has been an em-
ployee of the district for more 
than 12 years and became the 
director of technology in 2012. 

He earned his Certified Edu-
cation Technology Leader cer-
tification, which demonstrates 
mastery and skill in defining 
and creating 21st-century learn-
ing environments, through the 
Consortium of School Network-
ing in August 2017.

Breitkreutz's wife, Rachel, 
teaches health/physical edu-
cation at Sartell High School. 
Their sons, Liam and Lincoln, 
attend Pine Meadow Elemen-
tary and their daughter, Lillian, 
attends Sartell Middle School.contributed photo

Sartell-St. Stephen school dis-
trict Director of Technology 
Kyle Breitkreutz receives the 
Sourcewell Technology Min-
nesota Leader of the Year 
Award on Dec. 10.

Award
from page 8


