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Stearns County to hold

seized, surplus auction

Stearns County will hold a
spring auction to sell seized and
surplus property on Saturday,
May 4 at the Stearns County Pub-
lic Works building, 455 28th Ave.
S., Waite Park, three blocks south
of Mill’s Fleet Farm. Site opens
at 8 a.m.; auction begins at 9:30
a.m. Items include cars, plow
trucks and SUVs; a commercial
mower; a backpack emergency
cutting torch; a snow blower;
tools and hardware; office ma-
chines and furniture; assorted
metal culverts and guard rails;
and many other miscellaneous
items. For more information on
the auction, a list of what is
for sale and to see photos, visit
midwestauctions.com or auction-
digz.com and click on Benoit
Auction Service.

Senior Connection to host
Lemonade, Laughter May 8

The Sartell Senior Connection
will host its 12th annual Lem-
onade and Laughter, featuring
sing-a-longs, skits and laughing
at everyday life with the women
of Creative Impressions, at 2
p.m. Tuesday, May 14 at the St.
Francis Xavier Catholic Church’s
Gathering Space, 219 Second St.
N., Sartell.

YCCM to perform April 28

YCCM Masterworks: Jubilate
Deo, featuring the Youth Chorale
of Central Minnesota Cantanti
and Con Brio with orchestra, will
be held at 7 p.m. Sunday, April
28 at the Paramount Center for
the Arts, 913 St. Germain St.,
St. Cloud. To order tickets, visit
paramountarts.org or call 320-
259-5463.

Lions clean-up
slated for April 27

The annual Sartell Lions
Spring Clean-Up will be held
from 8 a.m. to noon Saturday,
April 27 at the Sartell Middle
School parking lot, 627 Third
Ave. N. Pick-ups available on
Saturday by appointment; call
Mike at 320-293-1560 for more
details. No paints, solvents, oils
or chemicals. No gas-operated
refrigerators. See ad on page 4.

Sartell Summer Baseball

registration is still open

The 2019 Summer Sartell
Baseball registration for K-2
league is still open. Register to-
day at SartellBaseball.com!
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Sartell High School to present ‘The Music Man’ April 25-27
Jack Hackenmueller plays Harold Hill in the Sartell High School production of "The Music Man." See story on page 13.
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School board approves budget cuts

by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

The Sartell-St.  Stephen
school board approved April 15
a list of budget cuts and reve-
nue increases that fully fund
the Academic Extensions pro-
gram but increases fourth-grade
class sizes.

The nearly $1 million in
budget cuts and fee increases
were needed after district vot-
ers defeated an operating levy
last November.

On April 8, the board failed

to approve a list of cuts that in-
cluded reducing one position in
the Academic Extensions pro-
gram after parents objected to
the cut. That vote was a 3-3 tie.

On April 15, the board voted
5-0 to approve the revised list.
Board member Pam Raden was
not at the meeting at St. Ste-
phen City Hall.

During the board’s open fo-
rum session at the beginning
of the meeting, veteran teach-
er Chad Krauel, who teachers
fourth grade at Pine Meadow
Elementary School, argued

Funds being raised
for second ice rink

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Hockey enthusiasts in Sar-
tell are making plans and rais-
ing funds for a second sheet
of ice at Bernick’s Arena.

The Sartell City Council, at
its April 8 meeting, heard an
outline of the plans from Chad
Ritter, chairman of the Sar-
tell Youth Recreation Board,
which operates and maintains

Bernick’s Arena.

The new sheet of ice, 200
feet by 85 feet, would be
created outside of the current
indoor arena. It would have
a concrete floor with a refrig-
eration system to keep the
ice sheet frozen. There would
be a free-standing roof above
the ice sheet and bleachers.
There would also be a turf
area for multiple year-round

Funds ¢ page 2

against increasing class size.

“When you have a small-
er class size you can build
up more relationships,” Krauel
said. “When you put 29 to 30
kids in a classroom you can’t
get to as many kids. It’s not the
Sartell-St Stephen way.”

After the vote, board mem-
ber Jeremy Snoberger said he
was “disappointed” the board
needed to increase class size.

“I wish we could make other
choices,” he said, even though
the increased class sizes still
fall within the board’s guide-

lines.

During a school board work
session April 11, the board dis-
cussed other options to main-
tain Academic Extensions at
full staffing. Although a formal
vote couldn't be taken at a
work session, board members
focused on cutting one fourth-
grade section.

Board members also dis-
cussed raising the parking per-
mit fee at the new high school,
cuts to supplies, negotiating
fewer teacher work days and

Budget ® page 2
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Bernick's Arena opened in 2003 and skaters celebrated the 10th

anniversary in 2013.
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clerical staffing.

"I wish I could pull a mag-
ical solution out of the air,"
Superintendent Jeff Schwiebert
said during the work session.
"This is tough for all of us.”

With the cuts for the 2019-
2020 budget, the district still
expects to tap the General Fund
for about $500,000.

Here are the reductions and
revenue increases approved by
the board:

Transportation
Change in routing contract
Reduction of two pm routes
with bell time change
Opt-in busing grades 9-12
Savings: $70,000

Administrative

Reduction of supervisor of
Building & Grounds

Reduction of district office
clerical position

Reduction in contract for as-
sociate activities director

Administrative cabinet sala-
ry freeze (4 positions)

Savings: $180,00

Activities
Reduction in overall budget
Activities fee increases
Facility use fee increases
Savings: $15,000

Additional revenue: $150,000

Custodial
ProFields reduction
Savings: $15,000

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

AUTO BODY REPAIR
Auto Body 2000
(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Joseph + 320-363-1116

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.
Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph « 320-363-6999
www.brennytransportation.com

PUBLISHING

Von Meyer Publishing
32 1st Ave. NW
St. Joseph ¢ 320-363-7741
www.thenewsleaders.com

Call the Sartell-St. Stephen
Newsleaders at 320-363-7741
if you would like to be in the
business directory.

Technology

Increase nonrefundable de-
posit

Instructional Technology re-
ductions

Savings $6,000

Certified Positions
Elementary 2.0 FTE
-Elementary total sections
from 62 to 60 (fourth-grade sec-
tion at Pine Meadow and first-
grade section at Oak Ridge)
-Middle School 1.33 FTE
-Instructional Technology
(.33)
-Classroom (1.0)

High School - 2.0 FTE
-Instructional  Technology
(1.0)

-Classroom (1.0)

-Districtwide .58 FTE

-Adaptive Physical Educa-
tion

-English Learner

Savings: $350,000

Noncertified support staff
-Elementary media aide (2.0)
-Elementary playground su-

pervision (16 hours/day)
-Reduction of paraprofes-

sionals (4.0)

-Sartell High School greeter

(1.0)

-Sartell High School cafeteria
supervision (4 hours/day)
Savings: $222,500

Curriculum and nonpersonnel

-Reduction of sub costs relat-
ed to meetings

-Reduction of building non-
personnel budgets

Savings: $60,000

The board has scheduled
these future meetings.

Board work session, 6:30
p.m. Monday, May 6, District
Service Center.

Board meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Monday, May 20, Sartell High
School Media Center.

Funds

from front page

sports. That would be built
as the first of three phases,
Ritter told the council. Phase I
would cost an estimated $2.9
million.

Phase II. Estimated cost
$1.1 million. It would involve
building a second-floor mez-
zanine viewing area in the
current arena, overlooking the
ice rink, meeting rooms and
upstairs bathrooms.

Phase III. Estimated cost
$1.3 million. It would involve
creating more locker rooms,
coaches’ rooms and a dry-
land training space outside
the arena.

Hockey enthusiasts have
long wanted a second sheet
of ice at the arena, Ritter
noted. Hockey programs and
the ever-growing popularity
of the sport have increased
dramatically year after year.
About 885 youth are now avid
hockey players in programs
that rely upon ice time at the
arena. The problem is there is
just not enough ice time for
practice and for games - so
much so that open ice time
for figure skating had to be
discontinued some years ago

Ritter said so far about
$1.75 million has been raised
for the planned projects, with
another $250,000 in pledg-
es. Scheel’s plans to contrib-
ute, as well as other organi-
zations, such as the Sartell
Youth Hockey Organization,
which donated a substantial
amount in September 2018,
Ritter noted. He asked the

City Council to support the
ice sheet plan and to transfer
field-house naming rights to
Scheel’s. The council voted
unanimously to transfer nam-
ing rights.

Background

The Bernick’s Arena, which
opened in 2003, was built at
a total cost of $2.4 million
via a partnership agreement
between the city and hockey
fans. A massive amount of the
finishing work was done by
hockey enthusiasts.

The arena is supported
and maintained by the Sar-
tell Youth Recreation organi-
zation, along with the Sartell
Youth Hockey Association.

There have been many up-
grades to the arena through
the years, partly with help
from Mighty Ducks’ grants.
A couple of years ago, the
city agreed to put in a paved
parking lot on the east side of
the arena.

The arena rents ice time
through a partnership with
hockey teams and organiza-
tions, as well as a gymnas-
tics program in the summer
months. The arena is also an
occasional venue for other
events, including an outdoor
farmers’ market and in re-
cent years musical concerts
(indoors and outdoors), wed-
dings and just two weeks ago
a craft fair that attracted a
huge crowd.

Ritter said the new projects
and the second sheet of ice
should be sufficient for 10
years at least to accommodate
hockey play and practice, as
well as the needs of other
non-hockey groups.

" NOW HIRING TRUCK DRIVERS! |

Manion’s Wholesale
7705 305th St. =
St. Cloud

Manion’s Wholesale is hiring truck drivers.
We deliver building materials to Minnesota,
North Dakota, South Dakota and lowa.
Home daily with an occasional overnight
as needed. Hourly pay depending on experience.

Call Justin with questions at 320-266-8615
or apply in person at:

M.ﬁ.NIDN

WHILFRALE B

Immediate Openings

Apply at:
MEBResources.com
TODAYT

We have many openings
on all shifts

Apply online today
or
call 320-281-62131

bEources

flectivie Business

MEB

Managing for

WA MeDrasouroas
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Newsstands
Coborn’s - Riverside
Country Manor

Country Store & Pharmacy
Hardee’s

Holiday on 7th

Holiday - Riverside

House of Pizza

Kwik Trip

Little Dukes - Pinecone
The Newsleaders office
Sartell City Hall
School District Offices
SuperAmerica
Walgreens

www.thenewsleaders.com
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Stone Poneys Baseball
fundraiser, raffle

set April 28 at Blue Line

The Blue Line Sports Bar
and Grill in Sartell will host
a fundraiser and raffle for the
Sartell Stone Poneys from 4-7
p.m. Sunday, April 28.

The fundraiser is to help
offset summer costs of um-
pires, field dues, equipment,
uniforms, league fees and
tournaments; 20 percent of
proceeds will be donated to
Stone Poneys.

Raffle tickets will be sold;
you do not need to be pres-
ent to win. There will be
five prize packages to choose
from. Each worth $350 +.

See stoneponeys.com for
more information on the raf-
fle prizes as they are released.

Attention parents

of 2019 graduates

Parents of 2019 grads,
please be aware your student
should have received an email
from the school with a link to
an online form to collect bio
information to be included in
the 2019 Grad Tab publishing
in the May 31 edition of the
Sartell-St. Stephen Newslead-
er. Deadline to submit these
forms is Friday, May 3. Please
check in with your student to
ensure they turn the informa-
tion in in a timely manner.
Home-schooled students or
those attending schools oth-
er than Sartell High School
are also encouraged to submit
their name, parents’ names,
school they’re graduating
from and future plans to be in-
cluded separately in the May
31 edition.

Newsleader names

bunny winners

Bunny winners in the
Newsleader Easter bunny
giveaway include the follow-
ing: Central Minnesota Cred-
it Union - Nova Kelly; Jack
Splash Swim School - Mad-
ison Collins; Once Upon a
Child - Tatum; St. Joseph Meat
Market - Addie Klein.

For additional stories...
Additional stories can al-
ways be found on our website,
www.thenewsleaders.com, by
clicking on the header for Sar-
tell-St. Stephen and scrolling
through the stories. We also
post stories to our Facebook
page, so be sure to like us for
additional online content!
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Sartell Junior Olympic Volleyball team 14U Impact Blue ended the season
with a 19-5-3 record. The team is coached by Katelyn Butkowski. Sartell
Impact team members include (front row, from left) Jocelyn Simones,
Rachel Schafer and Abby Oehrlein; and (back row) Morgan Gefre, Ellie
Rengel, Ella Gainsforth, Abby Haus and Aubrey Flynn.

Hannah Wohletz, into the Omega Chapter of Delta Ep-
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The Sartell Bantam A hockey team is the District 5 Champions for 2018-19 season.
Teammates include (front row, from left) Brandon Bonach, Billy Vogt, Parker Com-

stock, Carter Johnson and Quentin Sigurdson; (middle row) Elliot Testa, Tory Lund,
Teddy McCabe, Nolan Smith, Parker McCabe, Casey Hansen, Brandon Janu, Tommy
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daughter of
Sandra and Frank Wohletz of Sartell,
was one of 20 students from the Col-

lege of St. Benedict who was inducted

silon Sigma on April 5. Wohletz is a
junior nursing major at CSB.

Franke, Lucas Smith and Gavin Henkemeyer; and (back row) Assistant Coach Austin
Guggenberger, Assistant Coach Ryan Bidinger and Head Coach Brian McCormack.

If you have a tip concerning a crime,
call the Sartell Police Department at
320-251-8186 or Tri-County Crime
Stoppers at 320-255-1301, or access
its tip site at tricountycrimestop-
pers.org. Crime Stoppers offers re-
wards up to $1,000 for information
leading to the arrest and conviction
of those responsible for a crime.

April 3
9:25 a.m. Traffic stop. Fourth Av-
enue S. An officer saw a vehicle
with an expired registration tab.
The officer confirmed the tabs were
expired and stopped the vehicle.
The driver could not provide proof
of insurance either. The officer is-
sued citations for both infractions.

April 4

1:40 a.m. Traffic stop. Hwy. 15. An
officer stopped a vehicle with ex-
pired registration. The driver of the
vehicle told the officer he had a re-
voked license and a warrant for his
arrest. The officer confirmed and
placed the individual under arrest.
Upon further investigation, it was
found the vehicle was stolen and
had marijuana in the vehicle. The
driver was transported to Stearns
County Jail.

April 5

10:35 a.m. Assist agency. Second
Street N. Probation asked for Sartell
police to assist in taking an individ-
ual into custody. Officers arrived at
the individual’s property and the
individual answered the door. The
individual was taken into custody
without incident and transported to
Stearns County Jail.

April 6

Midnight. Traffic stop. 13th Avenue
N. An officer conducting a license
-plate check found an individual
with multiple arrest warrants. The
officer conducted the stop and took
the individual into custody. The in-
dividual had a syringe with meth-
amphetamine in their possession.
The individual was transported to
Stearns County Jail.

April 7
2:45 a.m. Suspicious vehicle. River-
side Avenue. The Reserve unit noti-
fied officers of a suspicious vehicle
parked at a business. An officer ar-
rived and witnessed an individual
in the process of drug activity. The
individual was found to be in pos-
session of drug and drug parapher-
nalia. The individual was arrested

St. Stephen

_ Optical
(formerly Index 53)
Larry Rudolph, Optician

306 Main St. E.
St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380 Office
320-252-6924 Home

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 'S-a.m.-4 p-m. Fﬁay; 8-aﬁwoon Saturday

ACCURATE HEARING
SERVICES

“Life is better with Accurate Hearing.”

* Free Hearing Screenings * Hearing Aid Sales & Service

* Clean & Check All Hearing Aid Brands

320-258-4494 or 1-888-407-4327
161 19th St. S. « Ste. 111 » Sartell
www.accuratehearingservices.com

Blotter

and transported to Stearns County
Jail.

April 8
9 a.m. Traffic stop. Riverside Ave-
nue S. An officer witnessed a vehi-
cle traveling at a high rate of speed
through a residential area. The of-
ficer stopped the individual and is-
sued a citation for speeding.

April 9
8:50 a.m. Medical. CR 120. Citi-
zens notified police of an individ-
ual who needed medical help at a
park. Officers arrived and rendered
medical aid to the individual until
EMS arrived. The individual was
taken to the hospital and officers
brought his spouse to the hospital
to be with the patient.

April 10

10:30 p.m. Suspicious vehicle.
Third Avenue N. Officers were dis-
patched to a call about two vehi-
cles in a school parking lot driving
erratically. The drivers both admit-
ted to the driving conduct, were is-
sued warnings and released.

April 11

2 p.m. ATV complaint. Roberts

‘S

Road. An officer witnessed an in-
dividual operating an all-terrain ve-
hicle on a public road. The officer
stopped the vehicle and discovered
the driver had a revoked license.
The officer allowed the individual
to park the ATV off the road until
it could be removed. The officer
issued citations for the infractions.

April 12

3:45 a.m. Suspicious activity. CR
120. Store employees reported an
individual who had stolen from the
business before. Officers arrived
and discovered the individual had
warrants for his arrest. The individ-
ual was arrested for the warrants
and transported to Stearns County
Jail.

April 13

11:10 p.m. Traffic stop. 10th Avenue
N. An officer conducted a license
plate check that listed an active ar-
rest warrant. The driver matched
the description of the owner and
the officer conducted the stop. The
driver of the vehicle was confirmed
to be the owner and was arrested
for the warrant.

April 14

3:15 a.m. Suspicious person. Sec-
ond Street S. A reserve officer wit-
nessed two individuals in a parking
lot who appeared to avoid being
noticed. Patrol officers arrived and
questioned the two individuals.
The individuals left in a taxi after
being released by the officers.

April 15

10:10 p.m. Stolen vehicle. Anna
Avenue. Officers were notified of
a stolen vehicle entering Sartell.
Officers conducted a stop on the
vehicle and found the driver had
multiple arrest warrants and was
in violation of Domestic Abuse No
Contact Order. The individual was
arrested and transported to Stearns
County Jail.

April 16
1:35 a.m. Intoxicated person. Sec-
ond Street S. Officers were dis-
patched to an individual who ap-
peared to be intoxicated trying to
leave in a vehicle. A taxi was called
for the driver and the vehicle was
left in the parking lot.

GARAGE SALE

THURSDAY, MAY 2

The Sartell Police Department, and City of Sartell will hold a garage sale
consisting of found, seized and used items.

7 —10 a.m.
10 — 11 am.
11 a.m. — noon

Noon — 1 p.m.
1-1:30 p.m.

Prices will decrease on most items as follows:

full price
25% off
50% oft
75% off
FREE

JT

Some of the items in the sale include adult bikes, children bikes, tools, desks,
file cabinets, computer equipment, plus many other miscellaneous items.

NO PRE-EVENT VIEWING WILL BE ALLOWED!

Location: 224 Fourth Ave. S.

(old maintenance building, next to fire station)
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LlOIlS gear up for Spring Cleanup on Aprll 27

by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

It’s time to start gathering
your unused, unwanted or bro-
ken items for recycling.

The Sartell Lions Annual
Spring Cleanup will take place
from 8 a.m.-noon Saturday,
April 27 at the Sartell Middle
School parking lot.

The Lions will accept just
about anything for recycling
except hazardous waste or pre-
scription drugs.

Fees are charged to recycle
items. For example, the fee
for electronics is 70 cents per
pound, tires are $10 each and
couches or stuffed chairs are
$30 each.

A complete fee list is avail-
able on the Lions website at
www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/
sartell.

This Lions annual event
falls in the same week as Earth
Day, April 22. Bringing items
to the cleanup for recycling
instead of sending them to
a landfill conserves natural
resources, prevents pollution
and supports American man-
ufacturing.

The Lions use their profit
from the cleanup to support
community projects such as
Lions Park and school schol-
arships. Lions are best known
for the efforts to end prevent-
able blindness. Lions Park at
Pinecone Road and First Street
N is the only local park for
the handicapped with paved
walkways and a continuous
handrail.

Pickup/Trailer 6'x 6’
Pickup/Trailer 6'x 8

Refrigerated Appliances

Couches/Stuffed Chairs
Mattresses/Box Springs
Commercial Appliances
Fluorescent Bulbs

Car Batteries

Tires

Sartell Middle School Parking Lot
Saturday, April 27 - 8 a.m. - Noon

Non-refrigerated Home Appliances

Computers/All TVs/ other Electronics/Monitors
Bare/Broken Televisions and Monitors

NO PAINTS, SOLVENTS, OILS OR CHEMICALS!
NO GAS-OPERATED REFRIGERATORS!

contributed photo

Acceptable items include couches and other furniture.

Fees the past few years have
been between $7,000-$8,000
and the profits have been
$3,000-%$4,000.

When the event opens, cars
are lined up around the cor-
ner, said Mike DeLuca, Lions
secretary. Usually, as many as
125 cars arrive with items in
addition to trailers with larger
items such as couches and
mattresses. Lions are assisted
by Boy Scouts.

If you can’t make it to the

Clip and Save >~

SARTELL LIONS

\//
\[/\/ Ieanbup ""'?;

$120/load*
$160/load*

*Pickup/trailer loads include general waste not listed below and may be prorated.
Office/Business Furniture

$25/ea.
$25/ea.
$20/ea.
$30/ea.
$25/ea.
$25/ea.

$3/ea.

$3/ea.
$10/ea.
70¢/1b.
Not accepted

recycling site on April 27, the
Lions will pick up your items
at your home. Call Jack at 320-
250-6697 or Cody at 320-828-
6620 to arrange a pickup.

The Lions have conducted
the annual event for more than
20 years and the club is always
looking for new members to
pitch in. Lions meet month-
ly for about 90 minutes and
schedule activities throughout
the year. To join, email Sartell-
Lions@gmail.com.

‘\

PICKUP AVAILABLE ON

SATURDAY BY APPOINTMENT.

CALL MIKE AT 320-293-1560
BEFORE APRIL 27.

$15 fee for single item

$35 fee for pickup/
trailer load

contributed photo

Items arrived by the carload at the 2017 Spring Cleanup.

T

contributed photo

Profits from the Spring Cleanup go to support projects such as
Lions Park, the only local park with paved walkways and a

continuous handrail.

CRAFT-VENDOR-

BAKE-SALE
Saturday, April 27
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
VFW #428
9 18th Ave. N. St Cloud

Off Division across from Geyer Rental

Mother’s Day SALE

Craft-Vendor-Bake-Massage-Make
Overs- Jewelry Sale

Saturday, May 11
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Waite Park American Legion
17 Second Ave. N., Waite Park

Children ages 4+ can make a Mother’s Day card/craft
while parent is in the building shopping the sale
Specials include: Drink-Food-Flowers-Plants & much more!
Must be present to win shopper door prizes!
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Sartell veterans' plaques trlgger many memories
_ ___W
L

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

To most people, the names
on the big bronze veterans’
memorial plaque in the Sartell
Community Center are just that
- a lot of unknown names.

But to people familiar with
Sartell, its history and its fam-
ilies, the names trigger many
memories, friendships, extend-
ed family bonds and thoughts
both happy and sad. On the
plaque are names such as Bet-
tenberg, Hovanes, Hurd, Stud-
er, Weis, Zakrajshek (five of
them) and Sartell (seven of
them).

All told, there are 84 names
to commemorate Sartell res-
idents who served in World
Wars [ and II. On the top of
the plaque it states: “In Loving
Memory of Those From the
Village of Sartell Who Heroical-
ly Served Our Country.” The
Sartell Village Council paid a
company to create the large
bronze memorial in 1949, four
years after World War II ended.

There are 17 names of those
who served in World War I, in-
cluding one woman (Winifred
Tooley) and 85 names of those
who served in World War 1II,
including one woman (Vera P.
Zakrajshek).

Sadly, there are seven names
that have stars in front of them,
the stars noting those who died
in war, all seven in World War
II - William Bettenberg, Arthur
English, Alvin Jancik, Ernest
Porupsky, Phillip Weis, Norman
Woodward and Joseph Zakra-
jshek.

For many decades, the hal-
lowed plaque was on display in
Sartell Village Hall. Years later
it was placed on a wall in the
current Sartell City Hall, but by
that time the plaque had be-
come so dark with age and tar-
nished that is was hard to read.

Last year, two members of
a Sartell Morning Coffee Club
came to the rescue. Ron Hurd
and Bill Smoley decided the
old plaque should be restored
to its original condition. They
checked around and discovered
that the Cold Spring Granite
Co. does restorations of bronze
plaques.

The cost, they Ilearned,
would be quite expensive, but
to their amazement the woman
they talked with - Kathy Spani-
er of Cold Spring Granite’s mar-
keting department - told them
she and her husband, Mike,
would take care of the cost.
Smoley and Hurd were stunned
by the Spaniers’ kind generosi-
ty. They were also stunned by
how good the plaque looked,
brought back to its original lus-
ter by the restoration.

Hurd and Smoley decid-
ed there should be a second
bronze plaque to honor Sartell
area veterans of other wars.
They quickly learned that kind
of personal information (who

photo by Dennis Dalman

Thanks to the efforts of Bill Smoley (left) and Ron Hurd, the bronze plaque honoring Sartell war veterans is now refurbished
and newly installed in the Sartell Community Center. The plaque, created in 1949, was badly in need of refurbishment, a project
accomplished by the Cold Spring Granite Co. without charge.

served and from what city) is
unavailable because of data pri-
vacy. So they decided to have
a plaque made without names
to commemorate those who
served in the Korean War and
the Vietnam War, as well as
those who served (and serve
still) in the Middle East and
“Other Areas of Conflict.”

The top of the plaque states:
Not To Be Forgotten. The Sons
and Daughters of Sartell Who
Served In . . . And on the low-
er side of the plaque it states:
“Thank You For Your Service.”

Hurd and Smoley were again
stunned when the Sartell Amer-
ican Legion offered to pay for
the plaque.

Both plaques now hang side
by side on a wall inside the Se-
nior Connection center, which
is part of the Sartell Community
Center.

After a recent morning cof-
fee-club meeting, Hurd, Smoley
and two other members of the
club (Duke Knafla and Bob
Becker) shared their personal
memories and stories about the
names on the plaque.

All the men are fairly certain
that all but probably two peo-
ple listed on the plaque are now
deceased - all except for Vera P.
Zakrajsheck, whereabouts un-
known, and Rollie Weis, who
is in his mid-90s and who still
lives in Sartell and participates
in American Legion activities.
Weis served in the U.S. Navy
on a ship in the Pacific during
World War II. Sadly, his brother
Philip has a star by his name.
He was killed during the Bat-
tle of the Bulge in northern
Europe, and decades later two
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photo by Dennis Dalman

Bob Becker, a Vietnam veteran honored with two Purple Hearts, stands before a new plaque in
honor of veterans from the wars of Korea, Vietnam, the Middle East and other conflicts.

walkers in a forest in Luxem-
bourg found Phillip’s dog tags.

Becker, a Vietnam veteran,
pointed to a name on the World
War 1 roster of names - the
name of George Steven.

“He was my grandfather,”
Becker said. “He helped found
the Sartell American Legion
more than 50 years ago.”

Hurd also pointed to two
names on the World War II
roster: Darrel Hurd and Lloyd
Hurd.

“Lloyd was my dad,” he said.
“And Darrel was his brother,
my uncle. “Both served in the
Pacific, and my dad took part in
the invasion of Iwo Jima.”

Smoley noted the woman
named on the plaque, Vera
Zakrajshek, was the wife of
the man named right above
her name, Joseph Zakrajshek,
whose name is also starred.
When Vera learned of his death
in the war, she joined the mil-
itary to become a member of
the Women’s Reserve (aka the
WAVES).

War memories
Becker and Knafla shared
some of their war memories.
Knafla, 85, served for 18
months in Korea during the Ko-

Vets e Page 12
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Duke Knafla, long-time Sar-
tell resident, is a Korean War
veteran.
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IN STONE

Have peace-of-mind by planning ahead to save

{MGC:

Fre- /a/(/(/}g} & a smart (dea/

your loved ones emotional and financial burden.

Creating everlasting stories in stone
for people who matter by people who care.

MURPHY GRANITE CARVING

(800) 818-5836  murphygranite.com

COLLEGE OF

Saint Benedict

Saint John's

UNIVERSITY

Saint John’s University and the College of
Saint Benedict invite applications to fill multiple
full-time, temporary Custodian positions
for the summer, effective
May-August 2019.

The primary work shift is
M-F 6 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

For further information and to apply online, please visit our
employment opportunities webpage at:
http://employment.csbsju.edu

Saint John’s University and College of Saint Benedict are
Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employers

LAND FOR SALE

y
hlghhghts school technology

by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

This year’s Education Done
Differently event at Sartell
schools will be “done different-
ly” than past years.

Instead of one night at the
Middle School, each school
hosts a program and additional
events have been added at each
school.

Education Done Differently
showcases how technology is a
big part of a student’s learning.

The schedule:

e Sartell Middle School, Tues-
day, April 30, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

e Pine Meadow Elementary
School, Thursday, May 9, 3:30-
6 p.m.

e QOak Ridge Elementary

School, Tuesday, May 14, with
times to be announced later.

In addition to students pre-
senting how they use technolo-
gy in the classroom, the schools
expanded the programs.

At the Middle School, the
additional events will be a book
fair and arts show.

At Pine Meadow, an art fair
and book sale has been added
to the schedule.

At Oak Ridge, there will be a
book fair.

The separate nights and ex-
tra events are an attempt to
draw more people.

“This is a community event
that shows the community
what they are supporting,” said
Director of Technology Kyle
Breitkreutz. “You don’t need a

student in the family to come.”

Students will present a vari-
ety of ways they use technolo-
gy. For example at Pine Mead-
ow, 5- and 6-year-olds will
present what they’ve learned
about coding. Fourth-graders
are expected to show movie
trailers created with iMovie
about books they’ve read.

Other presentations will in-
clude robotics and more ad-
vanced iMovie creations.

Not only do the nights give
students a chance to show off
what they are learning but they
also get a chance to talk in front
of adults.

And Breitkreutz says, there
will be some interactive activi-
ties for adults to get their hands
on too.

School board hears plans
for school names, pre-K-2nd grade

by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

With a new high school com-
ing on line next fall, Sartell-St.
Stephen board heard two rec-
ommendations that address re-
configuring the district’s build-
ings.

A committee that has been
studying where to house
pre-kindergarten through sec-
ond-grade students recom-
mended splitting the students
between the district’s current
elementary schools.

Elementary principals Sara

Nelson and Kip Lynk recom-
mended using Oak Ridge Ele-
mentary School for pre-kinder-
garten and kindergarten stu-
dents.

First- and second-graders
would attend Pine Meadow El-
ementary School.

Committee members sur-
veyed both buildings and made
the recommendation after con-
sidering details such as counter
heights, bathrooms and play-
grounds as well as classroom
confgurations.

The board took no action on
the report.

Sartell senior wins
grand prize at juried exhlbltlon

This beautiful piece of
paradise has oak
savannah, rolling hills,
low land and privacy that
is hard to find. 2 miles
north of Cold Spring on
County Road 50.

Rolling hills and wooded
land off 260th Street
in Collegeville and
Wakefield Townships.
80 Acres on shallow
Mud Lake.

5 additional parcels available
Call Jon Petters for more information today!

Pﬂuiﬁ

COLLEGEVILLE
— BROKERAGE =—

320-363-7656

www.collegevillebrokerage.com

aaaaaaaaaaaa

Gillian Orth, a Sar-
tell High School senior,
won the Grand Prize
at the Paramount Cen-
ter for the Arts’ High
School Juried Art Exhi-
bition on March 29 with
her piece, He Walks You
Home.

Deb Rollings, Gil-
lian’s Advanced Place-
ment art teacher who
selected works from
four high school stu-
dents for the competi-
tion, said, “it was pretty
obvious from when Gil-
lian was a ninth-grader
that she was an accom-
plished student who
has talent in the arts.”

Teachers from 16
high schools were able
to send up to five stu-
dents from each school
to compete across all
media including paint-
ing, mixed media and
photography.

“Gillian's piece is
well-rounded in its ex-
ecution. It is beautiful-
ly illustrated and it re-
minds me of children's
books such as "Where
the Wild Things Are"
and contemporary art-
ists like Julie Buffalo-
head,” one of the judg-
es wrote.

“In the future, I in-
tend to go to college
(either St. Ben's or Min-
nesota State, Morris). 1
hope to learn both psy-
chology and studio art
with a double major,
and further my sKkills
as a thinker, philoso-
pher, listener, writer
and artist," Gillian said.
"I want to be able to
positively influence the
world in any way I can,
whether through books
or therapy or artwork,
and make others stop
and think.”

A second committee led
by Sartell Middle School As-
sistant Principal Zach Dign-
mann reported on names for
the building that will house
third- through fifth-graders.
The committee recommended
three names to the board:

Mississippi Mills Intermedi-
ate School

Riverview Intermediate
School

Watab River Intermediate
School

The board voted 5-0 to seek
community input.

contributed photo
Gillian Orth won the Grand Prize at the
Paramount Center for the Arts’
School Juried Art Exhibition for her piece,
"He Walks You Home."

High
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GREEN EARTH | USING LESS

Cutting Down on Usage

ne of the best

ways to keep
trash out of landfills,
gutters, rivers and
the ocean is to cut
back on the amount
we throw away.

The Environmental
Protection Agency offers ways
for us to apply the mantra of
“reduce, reuse, recycle” to keep
down the amount of stuff we
buy, which trickles down to
throwing away less and even-
tually requiring less stuff to be
produced in the first place.

REDUCING

This is the first and arguably
best step — use less!
Producing new items uses
energy, usually produced by
fossil fuels, and a variety of
materials that have to be pro-
duced or mined. All of these
materials and the finished
products are transported
throughout the country. The
more we buy, the more of
these resources get used.

Of course, going without
isn't always an option, so be a REUSING
smart consumer. Buy products Whether it’s a big purchase
with less packaging, and go for like a car or furniture or small-
higher-quality clothing, house- er items like toys, clothes and
hold items, toys and applianc-  books, buy used whenever
es that will last longer. These possible. Shop thrift stores,
typically cost more at the out-  flea markets and garage sales
set, but you'll save money in or check online ads. While
not having to replace them as  you're at it, sell your no-lon-
often. Read e-books or check  ger-needed items; kids grow
books out from the library out of clothes so quickly they
instead of buying them. may be reusable, or look at

THRIFT STORE y

- -

CHANGING LIVES
ONE SALE AT A TIME.

=-'= WACOSA

THRIFT

WORKS!

RELIABLE. SECURE.
CONFIDENTIAL.

OIS0 4e0rs ) eXpekionce]

formal attire that you only

You can also organize a
clothing swap among friends,
neighbors or social groups;
everyone can bring the items
they don’t want anymore and
take items from others.

Also look for ways to reuse
recyclable materials like card-
board boxes, egg cartons and
other containers. Although

- .'q e .
e _-ﬁ. :ﬂ...._"l

they should eventually be

© ADOBE STOCK

pose. Recycling these items

recycled, getting a few moves  also reduces the amount of

out of boxes saves trees.

them out of landfills; that’s
particularly good for plastics,  the rules before tossing glass
which take so long to decom- into the bin.

raw materials needed to man-
ufacture new products.

RECYCLING Not everything is recyclable
So many items come to us everywhere, though card-
in cardboard boxes, tin cans board, paper, tin cans and
and plastic containers. These = most types of plastic are ubig-
can all be recycled, keeping uitous. Many cities do not

allow glass recycling, so know

Need effective advertising?
Heach 24,0061 + people for ks than 20 sach

Newsleaders

The enly dally news souree lor
Sartell-51. Stephen & 51, Joscph.

call us today at 320-363-7741

STEARNS
BANK..

We get the 7ol done!.
320-253 3507

Member FDIC.
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¥» Every Cookie Has a Mission:
TO HELP GIRLS DO
Y. } . GREAT THINGS
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Find your cookies at GilScoutCookies.org

ASPHALT SURFALCE
TECHMOLOEIES
CORPORATICM

ASTECH Corp. is now accepting

applications for the following positions:
Flaggers
Laborers
Equipment Operators
Class A drivers
Class B drivers
Owner/operators

Travel required with multiple days away from home.
Competitive pay with overtime and per diem paid. Must
pass pre-employment drug screen. Must be 18 years or
older. Must have a driver’s license and clean MVR.
Benefits include health insurance and 401k.

ASTECH is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Apply in person at our office
8348 Ridgewood Rd.

St. Joseph, MN 56374
320-363-8500

Nun of Your Dam Business
By James H. Leinen

WORLD PREMIERE?

Hilarious farce based loosely on the
contested history of the Cold
Spring Dam
April 26, 27, and 28, 2019
The Olde Coliseum In Richmond

Tickets $10 in advance (Brinky's Liquor, Cold Spring Chiropractic)
$11 on line, $12 at the door
Pasta Bar available for purchase before the show ($12.50)

Friday and Saturday Doors open 5:30, Pasta bar available 6:00,
Show starts at 7:30

Sunday Doors open at 12:00, Pasta bar available at 12:30,
Show starts at 2:00
Order tickets online: www.gntc1.com or call 320-241-GNTC (4682)

All funds raised go towards our children’s programming for summer 2019

contributed photo

Sartell team takes second place in state Knowledge Bowl

Sartell High School's Knowledge Bowl team won second place in the state meet April 10 and 11
in Brainerd. The state's top 48 teams competed in one written round and five oral rounds. Team
members are (from left) Yash Hindka, Nathan Schmidt, Jacob Fandel, Janagan Ramanathan and
Mo Alkhatib.

United States
Academic =
Triathlon

Guaranteed Home Sale!

Need To Sell Your Home This Spring?
As Sartell's #1 Selling Agent, | can help you sell for the best
price and can now offer you a guarnteed buyout as well!

Call me TODAY!
Matt Wieber, REALTOR
320-267-6373

MATT WIEBER TEAM
Fremisr
| REAL ESTATE SERVICES |

14 s TATE SER WL

ape——

Es .
homes fiay be considered. Please i

for.Sartell homes under $250,000, although othg 3
e agent is-based on 2018 MLLS sold statistics.

to solicit homes that are currently listed for sale. b

L .-'
Eﬁrm‘s progiamlh.
- This offér is.oollinten
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Academic Triathon team competes at state

The seventh- and eighth-grade Academic Triathlon team of (from left) Taylor Chaika, Isabelle
Schlangen and Lydia Wilson competed at the state meet in Woodbury on April 6. Taylor earned
an honorable mention for a Mary Ann Berdan Creativity Award. Two Sartell Middle School
teams tied for first at regions March 1. This team won the tie-breaker for the opportunity to
compete at state.

Open House

‘ﬁ R !'rfnm Mavier St
- Preschool Programs Ny,

You are invited to our Open House APRIL 25th, 5:30-6:30 PM to see for yourself what an education for
a lifetime means at St Francis Xavier Catholic School.

Meet our wonderful teachers, siaff and principal to get a first hand look at what your child's education can
be at SFX.

To give you a sense of our school, here is what parents are saying through our parent survey:

*Academic focused

*Faith-based Catholic Education

*Caring and passionate masterful teachers

Preschool Class Times:

Extended-Day Hour 7:30-8.30 am

Preschool Program &30-1130 am
Extended-Day Program 1130 am 1o 12:15 pm
PreKinder Program 83(-3:00 pm

*Small class sizes

*5ense of family and community

*Arts, theater, music, technology and
Spanish valued

*Excellent communication with families
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McGee is first lay leader of St. John's Prep

by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

Jon McGee will become the
next headmaster for St. John’s
Prep School beginning July 1.
He will be the first lay lead-
er of the school, succeeding
29 St. John’s Abbey monastic
members, since the school was
founded in 1857.

McGee said he hopes to bring
energy and more recognition to
the school.

“I hope to bring a lot of en-
ergy to St. John’s Prep and lift
it up to its next great place,” he
said. “The opportunity to work
as head of school is extraordi-
nary and one I am excited to
embrace. I would like the Prep
School externally recognized as
a school of excellence within
our community and known as
what it truly is, a place that
is innovative, imaginative and
creative. The strength of the
Prep School is its community
and community values. I want
the Prep School understood as
a significant part of the edu-
cational fabric of the St. Cloud
area and all of Minnesota.”

Current Headmaster the Rev.
Jonathan Licari announced
his retirement last fall and the
school enlisted a national edu-
cational search firm to help find
his replacement.

Tom Stock, a member of
the St. John’s Prep Board of
Regents, chaired the Head of
School Search Committee
which included alumni, faculty,
monastic, parent and board of
regent representatives.

After a four-month search
that generated responses from
throughout the United States
and abroad, the school’s board
of regents voted unanimously in
February to approve McGee as
its next headmaster.

“Jon comes to St. John’s
Prep with an extensive knowl-
edge and understanding of the
school’s rich history and strong
Catholic Benedictine philoso-
phy,” said Abbot John Klassen
in a press release. “As Prep
enters its third year of a three-
year strategic plan, McGee of-
fers the unique perspective and
experience as a chief strate-
gist and consultant to other
institutions of higher learning,
including secondary schools.
He understands the economic,
challenges and opportunities
the school faces as a globally
minded, independent school in
the ever-changing landscape of
education.”

McGee earned a bachelor’s
degree in government from St.
John’s University in 1984 and a
master’s degree in public affairs
from the University of Minneso-
ta’s Hubert H. Humphrey Insti-
tute of Public Affairs in 1988.

He has worked at the College
of St. Benedict and St. John’s
University since 1999 as the
director of institutional plan-

ning and research, following
leadership positions at the Min-
nesota Private College Council
and the Minnesota Department
of Finance.

At the College of St. Benedict
and St. John’s University he
has worked with planning and
strategy, enrollment, communi-
cations and public affairs.

McGee is the author of two
books, “Dear Parents: A Field
Guide for College Preparation”
and “Breakpoint: The Changing
Marketplace for Higher Educa-
tion.” He is also a trustee of the
College Board and serves on the
faculty of the Harvard Summer
Institute on College Admissions.

McGee has written many es-
says and blogs for higher educa-
tion organizations and consul-
tant groups and is often asked
to speak about economic and
development trends in educa-
tion for both schools and fam-
ilies.

He and his wife, Ann, live
in Cold Spring and have four
children. Two children have
graduated from St. John’s Prep
and two of them are currently
attending the school.

McGee said he feels his chil-
dren have received an extraor-
dinary educational experience
at St. John’s Prep and he looks
forward to ensuring those ad-
vantages remain for students
for generations to come.

“I think the Prep School has
exceptionally prepared my chil-
dren to succeed in college, both
in the classroom and in life,”
he said.

“This school has really
helped them develop exception-
ally as young men and a young
woman. Prep focuses on the de-
velopment of a person and uses
the benchmarks of our Catholic
Benedictine tradition to develop
as humans.

“Our kids have learned a lot
about inclusivity and diversity.
They’ve learned instead of di-
viding people, it’s better to find
ways to include each other. This
call to welcome all as Christ is
real, St. Benedict instructs us to

receive all guests as Christ, and
that’s what my children have
learned and are learning. It’s a
very diverse school with young
people from 13 different coun-
tries. My children are exposed
to that. They know there’s an
expectation of inclusivity of
others.”

According to Jill Pauly, St.
John’s Prep director of commu-
nications and events, the school
currently has students from
24 Minnesota cities attending
grades six to 12 and will have
40 graduating students on May
25. There are 45 students from
the St. Joseph area and 40 stu-
dents from the Sartell area who
attend the school. The school
plans to add a fifth grade in fall
this year.

St. Cloud
320-253-0365

Becker

763-244-1700

contributed photo

Jon McGee will become the next headmaster for St. John's Prep
School, beginning July 1. He will be the first lay leader of the

-

school since it was founded in 1857.

Paynesville
320-204-6400
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eye care.

Saturday, May 18, 2019
St. Joseph, MN

8:30 am-Opening Ceremony
9:00 am- Bk Run/Walk/Wheel
10:00 am- Kids 1k Fun Run

11:00 am- Awards Ceremony

**Family fun event for all**

Variety of vendors on site.

Registration & Sponsorship information at:
WWW THEOLDGLORYRUN.COM
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ADOPT A PET

Gunner is a 1-year-old neutered Basset Hound
and Shepherd mix. He’s been friendly with
other dogs, but he can be leash reactive with
them. He’s also been fine around cats. Gunner is
protective of his people and would benefit from
additional training with a professional trainer.
He loves squeaky toys and going for daily walks.

’oa
¥ ) . . . . .
\’,") His previous owners said that he enjoys car rides
‘.\%, and is housetrained if kept on a schedule. Gunner
T was timid for a while, but now he’s climbing into
_‘\,‘\v) our laps!
\./%. .
N “Helping one animal won’t change Tl'l-COllllty
S A the world ... but it will change the Humane Society
2 ’ d world for that one animal!”
@%” 735 8th St. NE » PO Box 701
A . . s 563!
- . Dogs - 18; Puppies - 4; Cats - 51; gZCOIOUZngNOS%(Z
‘\5\"’ Kittens - 6; Guinea Pigs - 3: Rabbits - 2 WWW. lric(\:myhum:n esociety.org
§ 'S esociety.org
\?@' Hours: Monday-Thursday Noon-6 p.m., Friday Noon-8 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m.-5 p.m. & Sunday Noon-5 p.m.

LOST RING - REWARD FOR RETURN

Diamond Ring lost on April 10, 2019 at Sartell Coborn’s
(707 First Ave. N.) parking lot, near the entrance.

This ring is a family heirloom and has significant
emotional value to me!

o

PLEASE, if found call me at: 320-493-3768

A reward will be offered for return

www.paragonstorefixtures.com

763-262-5339

AJ PARAGON

Paragon Store Fixtures in Big Lake is growing its team!
This local, family owned business produces high-end store fixtures that ship all over the US!

Paragon Store Fixtures is looking to add experienced cabinet makers, TIG welders, CNC
machinists, finishers, drafters and programmers!

YOU could be a part of this team that creates custom showroom quality furniture for Flag-
ship stores, high-end boutiques, salons and spas, hotels and more!

* Both day and night positions are available.
* One to three years’ experience required.
* Must have good work ethic, strong math skills and the ability to read shop drawings.
* Competitive pay, great benefits package AND an opportunity to grow within the company.

If you are an experienced cabinet maker, welder, machinist, finisher, drafter or programmer,
become part of the Paragon Store Fixture team, where YOU can make a difference!

Saint Benedict

The Facilities Department of the College of Saint
Benedict (CSB) invites applications for the full-time
position of Power Plant Director.

The Power Plant Director directs and organizes
the Power Plant operation that provides the
monastery and college with heating, cooling,
domestic water, sanitary sewer, electrical,
fire suppression and ventilation.

For further information and to apply online, please visit the
CSB employment opportunities webpage at:
http://employment.csbsju.edu

The College of Saint Benedict is an Affirmative Action/
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Alan F Schneider DDS
schneiderOrtho.com
(320)251-0455 (855)251-0455
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Police chief honors 10 with awards

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Ten people were honored
with Lifesaving Awards and
one man was given a Merito-
rious Service Award by Sartell
Police Chief Jim Hughes at the
April 8 City Council meeting.

The meritorious award was
presented to Reserve Sgt. Todd
Ackerman. The honorees of the
lifesaving awards are four po-
lice officers (Shelby Lane, Jill
Lundquist, John Batterberry,
Nate Frieler) and five employ-
ees of the Sartell-St. Stephen
school district (Dianne Amund-
son, Karen Atkinson, Kristine
O’Brien, Heidi Schmidt and
Lori Traut).

Ackerman

In presenting the award to
Ackerman, Hughes praised him
for the countless hours he has
given to the Sartell Reserve Of-
ficer program.

Ackerman signed on as a
volunteer Reserve officer in
2004. Seven years later, he was
named coordinator of the pro-
gram, which is led by police
officer Kelly Mader.

Through the years, he coor-
dinated Reserve officer duties
and schedules for many Sartell
events, including such well-at-
tended happenings as the an-
nual Sartell SummerFest (its
parade, street dance, fireworks)
and the annual Apple Duath-
lon.

Hughes said that since 2011,
Ackerman has worked at least
5,500 volunteer hours, the
equivalent of $151,000, at least,
in savings to the city.

Hughes said Ackerman’s
hard work and dedication to
the Reserve program has been
so vital that the program could
not likely exist without him.

contributed photo

contributed photo

Reserve Officer Sgt. Todd Ackerman accepts a Meritorious Ser-
vice Award from Sartell Police Chief Jim Hughes. Ackerman
is the coordinator for the Reserve Officers volunteer program.

Decisive action

On Dec. 27, 2018, police re-
ceived a 911 call from a woman
in a residence on the 200 block
of Fourth Street N.

The woman said her hus-
band was on the floor and
unresponsive. As the dispatcher
instructed her in CPR, two Sar-
tell police — Frieler and Batter-
berry - rushed to the scene to
help out. Thanks to their quick
thinking and decisive action,
the man’s pulse returned and
he has since recovered.

Hughes praised their profes-
sionalism as he handed them
their Lifesaving Awards.

Seamless teamwork

Thanks to the quick-thinking
efforts of five people working as
a team, a man’s life was saved
after suffering sudden cardiac
arrest.

It happened Dec. 4, 2018,
right outside of the Sartell-St.
Stephen District Services build-
ing. A man had collapsed on
the ground after leaving the
building.

After calling 911, staff mem-
bers inside the building coor-
dinated quickly to help save
the man’s life, including one of
them using an automated ex-
ternal defibrillator on the man,
which restored a heart beat. In
the meantime, police officers
Lane and Lundquist rushed to
the scene and helped out. The
man was whisked off to the hos-
pital where he spent a couple
weeks, making a full recovery.

As he presented Lifesaving
Awards to the seven women,
Hughes praised them for their
fast responses and their excel-
lent teamwork. The honorees
from the school district were all
present at the council meeting
to accept their awards.

The man whose life they
saved, Ujjal Gomes, was also
present at the meeting. He said
he remembered waking up
in the hospital not knowing
what had happened to him.
Gomes, at the podium, thanked
the women and said he hopes
someday he will get a chance to
save someone’s life, too.

Ujjal Gomes (middle front) is the parent whose life was saved, thanks to teamwork by the seven
women in the photo, five of them employees of the Sartell-St. Stephen school district and two
of them police officers. They were honored with Lifesaving Awards presented by Sartell Police
Chief Jim Hughes during a ceremony at the April 8 City Council meeting. From left to right are
Karen Atkinson, facility scheduler; Lori Traut, paraprofessional; Dianne Amundson, bus driver;
Gomes; Heidi Schmidt, speech pathologist; police officer Jill Lundquist; Kristine O’Brien, com-
munity-education director; and police officer Shelby Lane.
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PET CARE GUIDE | WEIGHT

Obesity and Pets

ccording to the
Association of Pet
Obesity Prevention,
in 2017, more than 56
percent of pet dogs
were overweight or
obese and 60 percent
of cats fell in the
same category.

Owners must ensure their
pets maintain healthy diets
and remain active to avoid
putting their animals at risk of
developing serious diseases.

Here are a few questions the
Association of Pet Obesity
Prevention suggests asking
your pet’s veterinarian.

IS MY PET OVERWEIGHT?
To determine if a lifestyle
overhaul is required, you
should discuss if your pet is at
a healthy weight. This can be
a touchy subject in most offic-
es, as some professionals will
be hesitant to hurt your feel-
ings by suggesting your furry
friend is unhealthy. Don't be
offended if you receive an
honest answer you don't want

to hear. © ADOBE STOCK
A healthy weight is one of

the largest factors of longevity, condition test will reveal the =~ number will largely depend caloric content and track your  should be incorporated. A vet-

quality of life and prevention  correct steps to take to on a pet’s diet, exercise habits  pet’s progress. erinarian will be able to tell

of disease. Fortunately, it is achieve an ideal weight. and weight. Once a veterinari- you which types of activities

usually an easy process to dis- an determines a healthy WHAT KINDS OF will be most effective by

cover if an animal needs to HOW MANY CALORIES  amount, calorie tracking can EXERCISES ARE breed, size and age. Especially

cut out the snacks or spend SHOULD MY PET be extremely helpful to stay CORRECT? for senior pets, it's crucial to

extra time exercising. CONSUME? within proper levels. Consider Once your pet has been stick to their recommenda-

Typically, a few measurements ~ This answer may be more ~ using an app where youcan  deemed obese or overweight,  tions as overexerting them

and a comparison on a body difficult to answer. The correct manually enter different a strict exercise regimen can be dangerous.

Pine Cone Pet Hospital

¥
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Drop-off appoi
evening & emerg
are availat

pineconepethospital.com 234 Pinecone Road S. 320-258-3434
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Sartell firefighters have safe, productive 2018

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Sometimes zeros mean
good news, as the row after
row of zeroes show in the an-
nual Sartell Fire Department
report presented to the City
Council at its April 8 meeting.

In 2018, there were no in-
tentionally set fires; there
were no fire fatalities; there
were no injuries from smoke
inhalation; no fractures, no
falls, no firefighters injured.

Fire Chief Jim Sattler out-
lined the highly detailed writ-
ten report for the council. Last
year, the fire department an-
swered 161 calls, including 13
in Le Sauk Township and two
mutual-aid requests (one in
St. Cloud, one in St. Joseph).
The number of calls showed

an increase of 29 percent from
2017.

The calls to the fire depart-
ment included only 15 percent
for actual fires. The others
included requests for help at
rescues, vehicle accidents and
emergency-medical situations;
hazardous-condition calls,
service calls, false alarms and
good-intent calls (calls when
people are concerned about
the possibility of a fire such as
when they smell smoke).

An average of 20 firefight-
ers showed up per call of the
30-member department.

The total property loss for
2018 was $425,000 from three
structure fires and one vehicle
fire. The most major fire was
the total loss of a garage/gas
station structure at 5 Riverside
Ave. S., a property loss of an

estimated
$347,000.

Sattler
noted be-
cause of
many fire-
fighter re-
tirements
in the
past four

years, L

about half Chief Jim Sattler
the person-
nel have fewer than seven
years of experience, but the
good news is the average ex-
perience of all members totals
about 10 years, Sattler add-
ed. He also said the newer,
younger members are adding
new energies and talents to
the force.

Training was again a high
priority in 2018, he said, with

Knotty Paws relocates to east side

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

There will be new signs of
thriving life in May when Knot-
ty Paws, a pet-grooming and
pet-supply business, reopens at
its new location - the rather for-
lorn-looking former convenience
store building on Benton Drive
across from the paper mill site.

The site and building used
to be home to the Benton Mini-
Serv convenience store and gas
station. It was left empty about
five years ago when owners built
a new convenience store/gas sta-
tion down the road at CR 29.

For the past six years, Knotty
Paws has been at the mini-mall
near the Wells Fargo bank just
off of Pinecone Road N. Owner
Kelly Thompson opened the busi-
ness in March 2013 and has since
developed a loyal clientele of pet
lovers.

The new place will be about
three miles from the current
place, and Thompson said she
feels disappointed her customers
won’t have the same convenient
access as they currently do.

However, she was quick to add
she had no choice. Her tenancy
in the current building was not
renewed by the building’s owner.
She has sent letters to her clients
explaining the situation.

The good news, she noted, is
that Knotty Paws at the new place
will expand its one-day doggie
care, and a chain-link fence will
be constructed for that purpose.

contributed photo

Kelly Thompson, owner of Knotty Paws pet-grooming business,
holds two cute dogs who have just been groomed.

“There are a lot of good chang-
es coming,” Thompson said. “Al-
ready the roof of that building is
gone, the flooring will be torn up
and some inside walls. I'm invest-

ing a ton of cash into it.”

Knotty Paws employs five full-
time workers, two part-timers and
another employee who is now on
maternity leave.

photo by Dennis Dalman
This is the new location for Knotty Paws pet-grooming and pet supply business in east Sartell
on Benton Drive. The long-abandoned convenience store/gas station is being completely refur-
bished to accommodate Knotty Paws, a multiple-award-winning business in west Sartell. It will
open in this new location sometime in May.

more than 1,900 hours of
training provided by various
state agencies and even one
presented by the Mayo Clinic.

In 2018, there was a
strengthened effort to protect
firefighters from the hazards
of exposure to potentially can-
cer-causing chemicals at fire
scenes. Last year, a new policy
was initiated requiring fire-
fighters to take off their turn-
out gear right at the fire scene
after fighting the fire. The gear
is then placed in plastic bags
SO toxic contaminants cannot
be left in vehicles, homes or
the fire station. The contam-
inated gear is washed in spe-
cial washers.

During last year, the de-
partment participated in many
community events, including
the Chamber of Commerce

Showcase, National Night Out,
SummerFest, Salvation Army
bell-ringing, escorting athletes
as they leave for tournaments
and helping residents replace
smoke-detector batteries.

Currently, the department
is working on acquiring a new
platform truck and will make
a recommendation to the City
Council soon.

In 2018, fire department
personnel spent a lot of time
giving input during the plan-
ning of the new fire station
for which ground was recently
broken. Sattler told the coun-
cil he and all the firefight-
ers are looking forward to
celebrating the department’s
100th birthday in the new
fire/police building when it
opens along Pinecone Road S.
in 2020.

Vets

from page 5

rean War, 1952-53. A member
of the U.S. Air Force, he was
a jet mechanic for F-86s. Born
in Sauk Rapids, Knafla built a
home in Sartell in 1963, which
he just sold to move into a
patio home. Knafla enjoys golf
and fishing.

A U.S. Army veteran, Becker,
who was born in Sartell, served
in the Vietnam War in 1965-66.
Twice he was awarded a Purple
Heart for wounds suffered in
that war.

The worst of the wounds
were caused during an ambush
by the enemy on June 6, 1966.
A land mine that sent shrapnel
into Becker’s back and shat-
tered his left hand.

“It happened so quick(ly)
I didn’t realize it at first,” he
recalled. “I picked up my rifle
to fire back and that’s when I
noticed one of my hands was
just mush and blood.”

Due to his wounds, Becker
was sent back to the United
States where he recovered in
a Denver hospital, undergoing
seven surgeries.

Becker, 72, retired, worked
for many years as a carpenter
for the Donlin Co. in east St.
Cloud. He also served 21 years
on the Sartell-Le Sauk Fire De-
partment.

“Most people know wars
only through movies,” Becker
said, adding that most younger
people do not fully understand
what soldiers go through in
wars.

Like Knafla, Becker stressed
the importance of people of all
ages learn about wars, attend
memorial ceremonies, get to
know veterans and pay homage
to memorial plaques like the
ones in the Sartell Community
Center.

The following are the
names on the restored plaque:

World War I

Fred Cruser, John Cruser,
William Dahlmeier, Leonard
Hood, Harold McGarr, Lester
McNeal, Henry Nelson, John E.
Reider, Norris W. Sartell, Victor
J. Sartell, John Smitten, George
Steven, Elmer Thornton, Win-
ifred Tooley, Carroll Walburn,
Frank Yaklich.

World War II

Olaf Aasen, Milton Ayer, My-
ron Ayer, Charles Bettenberg,
William Bettenberg, Earl Brezins-
ki, Raymond Brezinski, Harvey
Burton, Clyde Cripe, Carl DeY-
aeger, Royal DeYaeger, Alphonse
English, Arthur English, Richard
English, Chester Gallus, Richard
Gallus, Clarence Gilman, Don-
ald Gilman, Clayton Handeland,
George Hofstater, Howard Hof-
stater, Robert Hofstater, Aleck
Hovanes, Andrew Hovanes,
Darrel Hurd, Lloyd Hurd, Alvin
Jancik, Lee Martin, Cyril Maurer,
Ralph Maurer, Clarence McKen-
zie, Firl McKenzie, Mirl McKen-
zie, Edward Navidonski, Leonard
Navidonski, Ren Pearson, Har-
old Perry, Edward Pikus, George
Pikus, Paul Pikus, Stephen Pi-
kus, William Pikus, Andrew
Plafcan Jr., Ernest Porupsky, Le-
Roy Porupsky, Anthony Robat-
cek, Anthony Rosinger, Edward
Rosinger, Frank Rosinger, John
Rotar, Charles Sartell, Richard
Sartell, Roscoe Sartell, Thomas
Sartell, Alex Schaefer, Jerome
Schmitt, Victor Shorey, Henry
Shank, Joseph Shank, Clarence
Sherer, Coyle Sherer, Ralph Sher-
er, Ronald Sherer, Eugine Smit-
ten, Clarence Staneart, David Sta-
neart, Delos E. Staneart, Frank
Staneart, Lawrence Studer, Curtis
Thornton, Clifford Trudell, Gerald
Trudell, Gilbert Voerding, Ray-
mond Voerding, Phillip Weis, Ro-
land Weis, Norman Woodward,
William Woodward, Anthony
Zakrajshek, Edward Zakrajshek,
Frank Zakrajshek Jr., Joseph
Zakrajshek, Vera P. Zakrajshek,
Alfred Zupan, Henry Zupan.
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Is your event listed? Send
your information to: Newslead-
er Calendar, 1622 11th Ave. SE.,
St. Cloud, MN 56304., e-mail it
to news@thenewsleaders.com.
Most events are listed at no
cost. Those events are typically
free or of minimal charge for
people to attend. Some events,
which have paid advertising in
the Newsleaders, are also listed
in the calendar and may charge
more.

Friday, April 19

Benton County Museum,
10 a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St.
N., Sauk Rapids. 320-253-
9614. mnbentonhistory.org.

St. Cloud Singles Club
Dance, 8 p.m.-midnight,
American Legion, 17 Second
Ave. S., Waite Park. 320-339-
4533. stcloudsingles.net.

Saturday, April 20
Community meal, 11:30
a.m., First United Methodist
Church, 1107 Pinecone Road

S. Free.

Monday, April 22

Benton County Museum,
10 a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St.
N., Sauk Rapids. 320-253-
9614. mnbentonhistory.org.

Sartell City Council, 6-8
p.m., City Hall, 125 Pinecone
Road N.

Tuesday, April 23

Le Sauk Township Board,
7 p.m., town hall, 220 Fourth
Ave. S., Sartell.

National Alliance on
Mental Health, 7-8:30 p.m.,
Calvary Community Church,
1200 Roosevelt Road, St.
Cloud. The group helps par-
ents raising a child with men-
tal illness learn coping skills
and develop problem-solving
skills. 320-654-1259.

Wednesday, April 24

Parkinson’s Support
Group, 10 a.m., Edgewood
Living, 677 Brianna Drive,

Community Calendar

Sartell.

Thursday, April 25
Coffee and Conversation,
a senior discussion group,
9 a.m., Sartell Community
Center, 850 19th St. S. Speak-
er is Bob Erickson, author of
several books on Alaska.
“The Music Man,” 7 p.m.,
presented by Sartell High
School.

Friday, April 26

Spring Bake Sale, 4-7
p.m., St. Francis Xavier
Church, 219 Second St. N.,
Sartell.

“The Music Man,” 7 p.m.,
presented by Sartell High
School.

Saturday, April 27
Sartell Lions Spring

Clean-up, 8 a.m.-noon.
Brenny Transportation/
DeZurik 5K Walk/Run, ar-
rive 8:30 a.m., start 9 a.m.
DeZurik parking lot, 250 Riv-

erside Drive N., Sartell. Reg-
istration fees go to Eagle’s
Healing Nest.

A Walk Together Unit-
ing Against Sex Trafficking,
8:30 a.m. registration, 9 a.m.
walk. Start at Sheer Dynam-
ics Salon, Third Street Pla-
za. 3-mile walk. www.cen-
tralmn.org/awalktogether.

“The Music Man,” 2 and
7 p.m., presented by Sartell
High School.

Sunday, April 28

Caring for Creation, Cli-
mate Science in the Context
of Faith, 7 p.m., First Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 1107
Pinecone Road, Sartell. Me-
teorologist and author Paul
Douglas.

Monday, April 29
Benton County Museum,
10 a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St.
N., Sauk Rapids. 320-253-
9614. mnbentonhistory.org.

High school presents "'The Music Man'

by Benjamin Kiewel
Sartell High School

Big trouble is coming to
Sartell Thursday, April 25,
when Sartell students will
present "The Music Man" in
the high school auditorium.

The cast has been prepar-
ing for opening night since
Feb. 25. After hours of line
memorizing, dance choreo-
graphing and intense block-

ing, the actors will perform
their twist on the classic
musical.The cast is excited
to present all of their hard
work on opening night.
While the actors are busy
rehearsing their lines, the
crew has been busy setting
the stage. The crew is re-
sponsible for making River
City come alive. There are
many parts to the set, and
the crew has been hard at

work for nearly as long as
the actors.

In the musical, Harold
Hill (played by Jack Hack-
enmueller) attempts to con
Iowa townsfolk by posing as
a bandleader. He plans on
ditching the town as soon as
they give him money for the
instruments.

However, he falls in love
with one of the town's mem-
bers and is torn between his

con and the love of his life.
"The Music Man" is a
playful musical that every-
one can enjoy. This produc-
tion appeals to musical lov-
ers and first-time theatergo-
ers alike. Performances are 7
p.m. Thursday, April 25, and
Friday, April 26 and 2 p.m.
and 7 p.m. Saturday, April
27 in the high school audi-
torium. Tickets are $6 for
adults and $4 for students.

Wednesday, May 1

St. Stephen City Council,
6:30 p.m., St. Stephen City
Hall, 2 Sixth Ave SE.

Thursday, May 2

City of Sartell/Police
Deparment Garage Sale, 7
a.m., 224 Fourth Ave. S. Sale
of found, seized and used
items.

Coffee and Conversation,
a senior discussion group,
9 a.m., Sartell Communi-
ty Center, 850 19th St. S.
Speaker is Rachel Lolmas-
teymaugh, Sta-Fit outreach
coordinator.

Great River Regional Coin
Club, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Miller
Auto Marine Sports Plaza,
2930 Second St. S., St. Cloud.

Friday, May 3
Benton County Museum,

10 a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St.
N., Sauk Rapids. 320-253-
9614. mnbentonhistory.org.

CONCEAL & CARRY
TRAINING
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~ AMMO AVAILABLE -
§65 TOTAL Florida Frea wiMN
Sunday, May 5+ 9 am.
Wid Marsh Sporting Clays Range
13481 Cry R #3 Clear Lake, MN
dwightgahmiyahas com
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AUTOMOBILES

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vaca-
tion, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care
Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 (MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 and
Newer. Competitive Offer! Na-
tionwide FREE Pick Up! Call
Now For a Free Quote! 888-366-
5659(MCN)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

AVON - Earn Extra $$. Sell
online or in person from home
or work. Free website includ-
ed. No inventory required. For
more info, Call: 866-530-1728
(MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET

DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Chan-
nels & 1000s of Shows/Movies
On Demand (w/SELECT Pack-
age.) AT&T Internet 99 Percent
Reliability. Unlimited Texts to
120 Countries w/AT&T Wire-
less. Call 4 FREE Quote-

1-844-245-2232 (MCN)

Viasat Satellite Internet. Up
to 12 Mbps Plans starting at
$30/month. Our Fastest Speeds
(up to 50 Mbps) & Unlimited
Data Plans Start at $100/month.

Call Viasat today! 1-855-445-

5297 (MCN)

DISH Network $69.99 For 190
Channels. Add High Speed In-
ternet for ONLY $14.95/month.
Best Technology. Best Value.
Smart HD DVR Included. FREE
Installation. Some restrictions
apply. Call 1-855-434-0020
(MCN)

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $29.99 ea.
60 MB per second speed No
contract or commitment. More
Channels. Faster Internet. Un-
limited Voice. Call 1-855-577-
7502. (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As $14.95/month
(for the first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, Music
and More! Call Earthlink Today
1-855-679-7096. (MCN)

DISH TV - Over 190 Chan-
nels Now ONLY $59.99/mo! 2yr
price guarantee, FREE Instal-
lation! Save HUNDREDS over
Cable and DIRECTV. Add Inter-
net as low as $14.95/mo! 1-800-
732-9635 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP

WANTED

Are you a Class A CDL Driv-
er and tired of getting jacked
around by employers? Call me
to see why our turnover rate
is so low. Scott 507-437-9905

Apply:  WWW.MCFGTL.COM
(MCN)

FOR SALE

2011 HARLEY DAVIDSON

Electra Glide Classic. Only 9100
miles for only $11,900. In ex-
cellent condition! Located in
southern Minnesota. Pictures
are available upon request. Call
507-508-9148. (MCN)

Trailer Sale: “Free Spare” with
all Steel single axle utility trail-
ers in-stock (Ends 04/30/19).
8’X20 Enclosed construc-
tion trailers; Aluminum single
axle utility trailers; 14k, 16k &
20,0001b. Gravity-tilt skidloader
trailers; For information & PRIC-
ES go to: www.FortDodgeTrail-
erWorld.com or 515-972-4554
(MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Life Alert. 24/7. One press
of a button sends help FAST!
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if
you can’t reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 888-227-0525
(MCN)

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-

SCRIPTION! World Health
Link. Price Match Guarantee!
Prescriptions Required. CIPA
Certified. Over 1500 medica-
tions available. CALL Today For
A Free Price Quote. 1-866-710-
6889 Call Now! (MCN)

Start Saving BIG On Med-
ications! Up To 90% Savings
from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500
Medications Available! Prescrip-
tions Req’d. Pharmacy Check-
er Approved. CALL Today for
Your FREE Quote. 844-903-1317.
(MCN)

Attention: Oxygen Users!
Gain freedom with a Portable
Oxygen Concentrator! No more
heavy tanks and refills! Guaran-
teed Lowest Prices! Call the Ox-
ygen Concentrator Store: 855-
536-0324 (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book man-
uscript submissions currently
being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-855-520-9045 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/Mid-
west (MCN)

MISCELLANEOQOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The na-
tion’s largest senior living refer-
ral service. Contact our trusted,
local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-855-811-8392 (MCN)

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0
DOWN* with AT&T Next® and
AT&T Next Every Year? $250
Gift Card for switching to AT&T!
(*Req’s well-qualified credit.
Limits & restr's apply.) CALL
1-844-290-8275. (MCN)

PERSONALS

Meet singles right now! No
paid operators, just real people
like you. Browse greetings, ex-
change messages and connect
live. Try it free. Call now: 855-
651-0114. (MCN)

WANT TO BUY

Want to purchase minerals
and other oil/gas interests. Send
details to: P.O. Box 13557, Den-
ver CO 80201 (MCN)

& drunk drivar ruined somathing
precious. Amber Apodaca

Frienids Bon't el Filerds Ddive Drunk,

=
¢

A

=L mEas e




14

Sartell-St. Stephen Newsleader ® www.thenewsleaders.com

Friday, April 19, 2019

Our View

Handheld phones
aren’t the only
driving distraction

Put down the phone and drive.

That’s now the law in Minnesota. The Leg-
islature passed and Gov. Tim Walz signed the
bipartisan hands-free bill that bans the use of
handheld cell phones. The measure aims to
reduce distracted-driving crashes.

The bill requires drivers to be hands-free,
but allows use of voice-activated command
calls and other functions such as GPS naviga-
tion and music applications.

Reps. Lisa Demuth and Tim O’Driscoll and
Sen. Jeff Howe voted in favor of the measure,
which will become law Aug. 1. Minnesota joins
16 other states and Washington, D.C., in ban-
ning handheld-cell-phone use while driving.

The law does not apply to drivers outside of
traffic or in emergency situations, and expands
on current statutes that ban texting, using
email and browsing social media while driving.

The law will go a long way toward reducing
distracted driving crashes, injuries and deaths,
but phones aren’t the only way drivers are
distracted.

We’ve all seen drivers trying to read while
zooming down the freeway or checking their
looks in the mirror while waiting at a stop light.

How many of us have been distracted by a
conversation with passengers instead of con-
centrating on the road ahead?

Have you fiddled with the radio instead of
keeping hands on the steering wheel?

How often have you looked sideways at a
billboard and when your eyes return to the
road, you see the car ahead is closer than it
appeared seconds before?

And then there are smokers. Unfortunately,
the Clean Indoor Air Act doesn’t apply to trying
to light a cigarette behind the wheel.

According to the Minnesota Department of
Public Safety’s yearly Crash Facts report, young
drivers, ages 15-19, are the most likely to be
distracted.

Law enforcement is also focusing on dis-
tracted-driving enforcement this month.

The Stearns-Benton Area Toward-Ze-
ro-Deaths Coalition is concentrating on dis-
tracted driving enforcement now through April
30.

According to the coalition, distracted driv-
ing-related crashes claim an average of 53 lives
each year in Minnesota.

Other statistics point to the persistent dis-
tracted driving dangers. The coalition shared
these statistics:

e Continuing a six-year trend, texting cita-
tions climbed 30 percent from 2017 to 2018.

e Distracted driving contributes to one in
five crashes in Minnesota.

e During the 2018 distracted-driving ex-
tra-enforcement campaign, law enforcement
cited 1,576 people for texting and driving.

e In addition to the 53 deaths, distracted
driving contributed to an average of 216 serious
injuries each year from 2013 to 2017.

There is some good news in the statistics.
While texting and driving citations are up,
deaths and injuries from distracted driving in
general are going down.

The law will soon demand you put down
the phone and drive or you could be fined
$300.

But any behavior that takes the driver’s
attention away from the road ahead can lead
to tragedy.

So put down the phone, but also put down
the burrito, book, MP3 player and curb the
urge to chat with friends and just drive.

Opinion

Along with news, daily email flood
brings scams, spam, quirky claims

The U.S. Mail once arrived in a stuffed
sack worthy of Santa on Christmas Eve.

When I started in journalism five de-
cades ago, the daily mail bag delivered
news tips, letters from readers and press
releases that often provided background
information and ideas for stories.

When the big bag landed in the news-
room, a clerk would sort each piece,
putting the letters and envelopes in rows
of pigeon holes, one for each staffer.

My first beats included the loosely
connected topics of agriculture, courts
in Benton and Sherburne counties and
the county boards that met in Foley and
Elk River. So my mail cubicle was filled
with news releases from the Farm Bu-
reau, the NFO and Farmers Union. I also
found county board agendas and helpful
hints from the Extension Office.

And then along came the fax machine
and the mail bag shrunk. All day, the fax
machine, a beast seemingly designed to
kill trees, cranked out reams of messag-
es.

Thankfully for forests, email came
along and with it spam and scams and
the mailbag shrunk to a daily handful
of letters.

Email is great. It arrives quickly, al-
though some folks should count to 10
before hitting the send key. News tips,
press releases, and questions and com-
ments from readers can be dealt with
and answered. Email works great for
setting up interviews and quickly con-
firming facts on deadline.

But email has drawbacks too. In place
of an interview, new sources, especial-

Mike
Knaak
Editor

ly politicians, ask that reporters email
questions and the interview source will
email back answers.

Most newsrooms prohibit that prac-
tice for a number of reasons. First, who
knows who is really answering the ques-
tion? Are the words and thoughts really
the words and thoughts of the source or
a public relations staffer? An interview
is really a conversation that allows for
followup questions. One of a reporter’s
most effective interview tools is silence
as a source is answering the question
and contemplating what to say next.
There’s no silence key on a keyboard.

Even at a small operation such as the
Newsleaders, we receive hundreds of
emails a day. Deciding what to keep and
read often depends on the sender and
the subject line.

We get our share of scams....people
in foreign lands offering money and all
we have to do is send our bank account
information. Offers of low-interest loans
(no thanks, we have a local bank that
handles our accounts). How about a 10-
foot plastic canopy with our name on it?
(I think that may come crashing down
under the weight of heavy, wet snow.)

Scams come in all forms. Consider
this one: “I need to get a Gamestop Gift

Card for my nephew, It’s his birthday
but I can’t do this now because I'm cur-
rently traveling. Can you get it from any
store around you? I'll pay back as soon
as I get back. Kindly let me know if you
can handle this.” We’ll get right on that.

How about an All Access Jet Card? It’s
designed to simplify our travel needs.
With a minimum purchase of $250,000,
[ think we’ll pass. No need to jet from
St. Stephen to St. Joseph.

Whether it’s an election year or not,
politicians are robust users of email.
Most of them send press releases that
are written in the style of news stories,
with clear headlines and text, although
the focus is more on the who rather than
the what or why.

But on the far ends of the political
spectrum...left and right...the email
writers feel they must get attention with
dramatic claims and presumably shock-
ing revelations.

My recent favorite, written in red:
“Democrats are Freaking Out Over Cit-
izenship on the Census Because They
Want Non-Citizens Voting.”

This one cleverly combines two Re-
publican obsessions, asking about cit-
izenship on the Census and election
fraud, in one rhetorical blast. I didn’t
have to read too far into that one to get
the point.

While communication tools change
throughout the years, the basics of re-
porting and writing the news stay the
same.

T’was a dangerous practical joke

Like my dad, there’s nothing I
enjoy better than a good, harmless
practical joke. Except my latest one
wasn’t harmless; it almost got me
killed.

It all started when neighbor Marty
asked me to watch her soap opera,
“The Young and the Restless” - a
show she’s watched for years. She
couldn’t watch it that day because
she had a doctor’s appointment at 11
a.m. Marty wanted me to find out for
her if Summer, who had donated her
liver to Lola, would die during that
particular episode because there’d
been some serious complications and
she probably wouldn’t live, Marty
predicted.

So I tuned in that day and watched,
although mainly what I watched -
endured, I should say - was an
avalanche of moronic, witless com-
mercials.

It was while putting up with the
lamebrain commercials that [ con-
cocted a practical joke to play on
Marty. Last November, Marty fell
and suffered extremely bad multiple
fractures in her left hand and wrist.
She had to go to a series of follow-up
sessions at the clinic with a therapist
named Peter. She truly enjoyed Pe-
ter’s pleasant personality and cheer-
ful chatter.

When Marty got home from the
doctor that day, she was practically
frantic to find out all about Summer.

“What happened?” she asked. “Tell
me what happened!”

“You’re not going to believe this,
Marty,” I told her. “It’s really, really
bad.”

Dennis

Dalman
Reporter

“Did she die?” she asked. “She did,
didn’t she?!”

“Well, no, but here’s what hap-
pened. It was a dark and quiet night
on the hospital’s intensive care unit.
All of a sudden, Summer started
thrashing about in her bed. Then
she flung the blankets off, ripped out
feeding tubes and ran from the room.
In the halls she sprinted zig-zag back
and forth like a wild deer, screaming
and shrieking.”

“Doesn’t surprise me,” Marty said.
“Sounds like something she’d do.
Summer’s really weird.”

“Then,” 1 continued, “the staff
started chasing her down the hall.
She ran to the staircase, tripped and
tumbled all the way down, bouncing
like a beach ball in the stairwell.”

“No!” Marty said. “Did she die?”

“Well, no, she didn’t die, but . . . ”
[ said, pausing for effect.

“But what?! What? Tell me, Den-
nis!,” she demanded.

“But she suffered terrible injuries,”
I said with a tone of funereal sadness.
“All of her ribs are broken, fractured
leg, bumps, bruises, abrasions, a con-
cussion and . . .

“And what? What?!”

“And she broke her hand so badly
they had to amputate it.”

“Amputate?” said Marty, turning
ghostly white as she looked down at
her own mending hand in its support
bandage.

“Yes, amputation!” I said with
exaggerated horror. “But now for the
good news.”

“What good news? Tell me!”

“She’s going to get a hand trans-
plant soon. From Lola. Lola told the
doctor that since Summer gave her a
liver, she’d gladly give Summer one
of her hands. But, meantime, they
have to put her in an induced coma
that will last at least nine episodes -
maybe more.”

“No!” said Marty, squinting at me.
“Are you making this up?”

“Now listen, Marty. Wait, there’s
more. As the scene in Summer’s hos-
pital room faded, just before another
barrage of commercials, you could
hear on the ward’s intercom, “Pag-
ing therapist Peter, paging therapist
Peter!”

“Dennis! You dirty rotten rat!
Shame on you! You made all that up
just to get my goat!”

She gave me a dagger look, and if
looks could kill I"d still be sprawled
on my Kitchen floor. Dead. The Old
and the Lifeless.

“OK, now tell me what really hap-
pened,” she said.

“I have no clue. Summer, whoever
she is, wasn’t even on today’s show.”

“You dirty rat! T'll get even, just
wait and see!”

I learned one thing from my prac-
tical joke. Don’t ever make fun of
soap operas. Some people take them
seriously. Dead seriously.
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REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
SARTELL-ST. STEPHEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO 748

MARCH 18, 2019
DISTRICT SERVICE CENTER LE SAUK ROOM

The regular school board meeting of Independent School
District 748 was called to order at 6:38 p.m. by Chair Jason
Nies. Members present: Nies; Jeremy Snoberger, vice chair;
Pamela Raden, clerk; Amanda Byrd, treasurer; Lesa Kramer,
director; Patrick Marushin, director; and Jeff Schwiebert, su-
perintendent. Members absent: none.

A motion was made by Kramer and seconded by Snoberger
to APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. All in favor. Mo-
tion carried.

A motion was made by Raden and seconded by Marushin to
APPROVE CONSENT ITEMS A-C AS PRESENTED BELOW. All
in favor. Motion carried.

a. Minutes of the regular school board meeting held on Feb.
25, 2019

Minutes of the board work session held on March 4, 2019

Minutes of the board work session held on March 11, 2019

b. Checks in the amount of $1,825,208.77 as presented:

General Fund 1,492,409.53
Food Service Fund 102,318.66
Transportation Fund 143,704.79
Community Service Fund 35,342.81
Capital Expenditure Fund 51,430.00
Summer Rec Agency Fund 2.98

Check numbers 174743 - 174933

ACHs in the amount of $5,094.80 as presented:
General Fund
Food Service Fund

ACH numbers 181900051-181900063
Receipts in the amount of $3,699,027.37 as presented:

5,041.80
53.00

General Fund 3,386,262.32
Food Service Fund 201,548.45
Transportation Fund 29,672.92

Community Service Fund
72,753.75
Building Fund
Scholarship Trust
Receipts 45680 - 45800

7,089.93
1,700.00

Wire transfers in the amount of $148,226.91 as presented:

General Fund 139,992.50
Food Service Fund 4,820.49
Community Service Fund 3,413.92

Wire transfers 201800057-201800061

Building Fund Checks in the amount of $2,918,496.45 as
presented:

Building Fund

Check numbers 600479 to 600502

2,918,496.45

c. Accept the resignation of Nancy Gibbons, SHS, building
supervisor, 3/19/19; Michelle Raml, SMS, assistant principal,
2/25/19; Kara Rysavy, SMS, vocal music, 2/28/19; Ariel Tor-
borg, SHS, industrial technology, 3/1/19. Accept retirement of
Evelyn Slivnik, SHS, PT cleaner, 6/7/19; Lois Villcheck, ORE,
cook, 7/31/19.

Student Representative Report: Eli Lawson, student repre-
sentative

Lawson reported on happenings around the district. Pine
Meadow and Oak Ridge elementary schools' third- and fourth-
grade students performed their choir concerts during the last
two weeks and the second-grade students will perform this
week. Oak Ridge had a successful event for their Bingo Night.
The Middle School held kids connecting to the community
for fifth- and sixth-grade students, the Sartell Sabres Singers
and Strings held its first performance and “Grade Night” ac-

PUBLIC NOTICE

tivity night for eighth-grade
students was last week. High
School winter sports are
wrapping up with boys’ swim,
Knowledge Bowl, wrestling
and dance participating in
the state tournaments. Stu-
dent Council held its annual
blood drive. Participation was
down due to not completing a
full year since the last drive.

Construction Manager Re-
port on Building Process:

Construction Manager Lee
Gruen reported overall the
project is going well with an
estimated 100 to 120 work-
ers on site. Theater seating
will be verified this week
along with the gymnasium
floor verified for flatness.
The only concrete work left
to complete are the stairs.
Rigging and the music wing
are complete and ceiling tiles
are arriving in April for the
commons area. The timeline
remains on track to be com-
pleted and open July/August.

Superintendent Report: Jeff
Schwiebert, superintendent

Schwiebert reported after
good conversations with the
SEA leadership group, June
1 will be a half-day workshop
and a half day of professional
development, June 2 will be
a building staff development
day at all buildings with the
exception of the high school,
which will use it as a moving
day. June 3 will be a half day
of professional development
and there will be six hours
of flexible professional devel-
opment for certified staff to
make up for the lost time due
to the snow days. An update
on each site was given to the
board. At the PreK-K site, con-
versations with Kidstop have
started along with transpor-
tation logistics. At the grades
1-2 site, there will be an April
presentation by Principals Kip
Lynk and Sara Nelson. At the
grades 3-5 building, special-
ist courses and Kidstop are
being discussed along with
working with Design Tree to
find a short-term low-cost
building-controls solution. At
the 6-8 building, bids for the
remodel are in progress and
conversations with the City
of Sartell regarding Seventh
Street as potential for a sec-
ond outlet from the current
high school have happened.
At the grades 9-12 building,
bids will be taken for the
monument at the entrance
with an opportunity for a do-
nation from Wells Concrete.

Budget Adjustment Time-

line Report:

Superintendent Schwiebert
reported on the current bud-
get adjustment timeline.

School Board Committee
Report:

Director Kramer reported
on the Substance-free Coali-
tion meeting she attended.

Enrollment Report:

Superintendent Schwiebert
reported on the current en-
rollment numbers for each
school.

A motion was made by
Snoberger and seconded by
Raden to APPROVE #1-16:

New Employees/Changes:

Connie Binsfeld, DSC-Ear-
ly Childhood, ECSE para,
$19.45/hour, RIV, S4, three
hours/day, M/T/TH/F, new
position, 2/25/2019; Jenna
Boyle, ORE, para, $16.42/
hour, RIV, S1, 3 hours/day,
new position, 3/5/2019; Evin
Haukos, SHS, assistant boys
lacrosse (outside funded),
$1,604 (8.35 percent), Step
0 ($38,410), 50-percent con-
tract, replacing Jacob Sailor,
4/1/2019; Shirley Janu, SHS,
FACS, $11,372, BA20, Step
A, .25 FTE, replacing Stacy
Steil-Anderson, 1/21/2019;
David Lumley, SHS, spring
musical - set painter, $977
(2.25 percent), Step E
($44,294), replacing Avalon
Olson, 2/11/2019; Sean Mind-
er, SHS, ninth-grade baseball,
$3,929 (9.5 percent), Step
B ($41,353), replacing Nick

Koubsky, 3/11/2019; Bran-
don Nordhues, SHS, spring
musical - accompanist,

$2,422 (5.35 percent), Step
F (45,276), replacing Ste-
phen Kuebelbeck, 2/11/2019;
Susan Oachs, DSC - Early
Childhood, ECSE 1:1 para,
$16.42/hour, RIV, Step 1,
three hours/day, M/W, new
position, 2/25/2019; Susan
Oachs, DSC - Early Child-
hood, ECSE para, $16.42/
hour, RIV, S1, three hours/
day, T/TH, replacing Connie
Binsfeld, 3/5/2019; Jennifer
Punchocar, SHS, assistant
track, $1,871 (9.5 percent),
Step 00 ($39,394), replacing
Darin Morrison, 3/11/2019;
Nathan Schultz, SMS, junior
high baseball, $1,728 (4.5
percent), Step 0 ($38,410),
replacing Chris Magnuson,
3/11/2019; Abagail Swenson,
SMS, seventh-grade softball,
$1,728 (4.5 percent), Step
0 ($38,410), replacing Sean
Minder, 3/11/2019; Melissa
Zimmerman, ORE, student
supervisor, $13.73/hour, RI,

S1, two hours/day, replacing
Karen Johnson, 2/26/2019.

Leaves of Absence:

Nancy Avery, SMS, food
service worker, LOA, 3/1/19-
3/8/19; Elizabeth Brylski,
DSC-Early Childhood, child
care attendant, LOA, 2/5/19
- end of school year; Tom
Kuhn, SHS, ITS, LOA, 3/6/19-
5/29/19.

All in favor. Motion car-
ried.

A motion was made by
Marushin and seconded by
Byrd to APPROVE BOYS GOLF
AND CLAY TARGET LEAGUE
TEAM FUNDRAISERS AS
PRESENTED. All in favor.
Motion carried.

A motion was made by
Snoberger and seconded by
Kramer to APPROVE RES-
OLUTION DIRECTING THE
ADMINISTRATION TO MAKE
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
REDUCTIONS IN PROGRAMS
AND POSITIONS. On a roll
call vote, the following vot-
ed in favor: Nies, Snoberg-
er, Raden, Byrd, Kramer and
Marushin. The following vot-
ed against: none. Motion car-
ried.

A motion was made by
Marushin and seconded by
Raden to APPROVE CALL
FOR BIDS FOR SARTELL EX-
ISTING-HIGH-SCHOOL-TO-
MIDDLE-SCHOOL REMODEL,
ALL BID PACKAGES. All in
favor. Motion carried.

A motion was made by
Snoberger and seconded by
Marushin to APPROVE REVI-
SIONS TO POLICIES 413, 506,
527,529, 530 AND 532. All in
favor. Motion carried.

Schedule Work Session and
Committee Meetings:

Future Special Board Meet-
ing - Monday, April 8 at Dis-
trict Service Center - 6:30
p.m.

Future Board Meeting -
Monday, April 15 at St. Ste-
phen City Hall - 6:30 p.m.

Committee
were reviewed.

assignments

A motion to ADJOURN
THE MEETING AT 7:27 p.m.
was made by Raden and sec-
onded by Byrd. All in favor.
Motion carried.

/s/ Pamela Raden, clerk

Publish: April 19, 2019
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2019 Spring Baseball/Football Calendar

Sartell Muskies * Sartell Stone Poneys ¢ St. Joseph Joes

St. Joseph Joes

5/8/19 3 pD.m. St. Augusta
5/10/19 : .m. Richmond

Sartell Muskies

4/24/19 6:15 p.m. St. Augusta St. Augusta
5/10/19 7:30 p.m. Dassel-Cokato Saints . Cloud Orthopedics Field

5/11/19 1:30 p.m. Big Lake Yellow Jackets . Cloud Orthopedics Field 5/15/19 0 .m. St. Augusta

5/18/19  1:30 p.m. St. Joseph Joes . Cloud Orthopedics Field 5/18/19 : .m. Sartell Muskies

5/19/19 1:30 p.m. Clear Lake Lakers . Cloud Orthopedics Field 5/19/19 m. A

5/22/19 7:30 p-m. Clearwater . Cloud Orthopedics Field 5/22/19 7:30 p.m. Cold Sprlng Springers Cold Sprlng
5/31/19 7 p-m. St. Stephen Steves . Cloud Orthopedics Field 5/24/19 g ot Shflel'Stone Ponevs Sartell
6/01/19 TBA TBD . Cloud Orthopedics Field 5/29/19 . - St. Cloud Beaudreaus

6/02/19 TBA TBD . Cloud Orthopedics Field 6/1/19 Pt

6/5/19 6:30 p.m. Pearl Lake Pearl Lake

6/8/19 e £ St L laasrhdlon Staidstih 6/2/19 : .m. Sartell Stone Poneys St. Josep

6/9/19 1:30 p.m. Folaees Eotds 6/5/19 7:30 p.m. St. Cloud Beaudreaus St. Cloud

6/7/19 @S 0spams: Monticello Monticello

6/11/19 8 p.m. Sartell Stone Poneys St. Cloud Orthopedics Field

6/14/19  7:30 p.m. Albertville Villains Albertville 6/8/19 :30 p.m. Sartell Muskies St. Joseph
6/15/19 1:30 p.m. Rogers Red Devils Rogers 6/9/19 : .m. Clear Lake St. Joseph
6/16/19 1:30 p.m. Clear Lake Lakers Clear Lake 6/12/19 . .m. Avon St. Joseph
6/19/19 . Becker Bandits St. Cloud Orthopedics Field 6/15/19 1:30 p.m. Willmar Willmar
2;2;; 12 8-3T°B‘;m' i L°$E°D”'Sp'°er E::Z: 6/16/19 1:30 p.m.  Foley Foley
6/21-23/19 TBA Farming Tournament Farming
6/23/19 Noon TBD Elrosa
6/26/19 .m. Sartell Stone Poneys  St. Cloud Orthopedics Field R P s R
6/29/19 . Monticello Polecats  St. Cloud Orthopedics Field Ol R i Clogt L e
7/10119 . Foley Jacks St. Cloud Orthopedics Field 7/6/19 1:30 p.m. New London-Spicer Spicer
Sauk Rapids Sauk Rapids

711219 . St. Augusta St. Cloud Orthopedics Field 7/10/19
7/14/19 .m. Montrose/Waverly St. Cloud Orthopedics Field 7/13/19 : ALLLE Albertville St. Joseph
7/14/19 : .m. Fole St. Josep

Sartell Stone Poneys

5/4/19 2 p.m. Pearl Lake Lakers Pearl Lake
5/22/19  7:30 p.m. Princeton Panthers Solheim Veterans Field
6/1/19 1:30 p.m. Foley Lumberjacks Foley High School
6/2/19 1:30 p.m. St. Joseph Joes Schneider Field
6/8/19 2 p.m. Big Lake Yellowjackets Big Lake High School
6/16/19 4 p.m. St. Cloud Beaudreaus St. Cloud MAC
6/21/19 8 p.m. Maple Lake Lakers Farming Tournament
6/22/19 TBA TBD Farming Tournament
6/23/19 TBA TBD Farming Tournament
For updated information,
717119 3 p.m. Hinckley Knights Brennan Field please ViSit:
7/10/19  6:30 p.m. Avon Lakers Lakers’ Field
71219 7:30 p.m. Albertville Villains Albertville www.mnbaseball. org
A3/ 49, I :30/p.m. Clear Lake Lakers Goenner Park
ST CLOUD /A 30+ %G)M exﬂeﬂence
ortropepics MECCYA I OY @ute, ¢
T it
Phone: 320.259.4100 S e,
INSURANCE|| . @ “PineCone 51 M
_— . NOW HIEING! -
- Vision Center i,
ORTHODIRECT Allan Karki Agency N Yision Lenter <
. Comprrehensive Eve Cary .ﬁfl-ﬂﬂ{li Sers, . h
Injury Care Now 320.251.3333 ‘What do iieee wani to see today? Cl‘dlg Zahara
Phone: 320°257>STAT AlloyInsured.com 320-258-2700 B AR, NE, SF JEEa

320-363-1116

StCloudOrthopedics.com Coverage built just for you. e ConeVisloriCaier-com Downtown St. Cloud
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