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Town Crier
Taste of St. Cloud
set May 6

Taste of St. Cloud, an annual
fundraiser sponsored by the Fran-
ciscan Community Volunteers, a
ministry of the Franciscan Sisters
of Little Falls, will be held from
4:30-7:30 p.m. Monday, May 6 at
the St. Cloud River’s Edge Con-
vention Center, 10 Fourth Ave.
S., St. Cloud. The event features
an array of cuisines from local
restaurants as well as live enter-
tainment and a silent auction.
Meet the Franciscan Communi-
ty Volunteers and see the ways
they enrich the lives of people
of the St. Cloud area. You’ll also
have an opportunity to visit many
Franciscan sisters and friends.

Tickets may be purchased
online at www.fcvonline.org or
www.fslf.org, or by checks made
payable to the Franciscan Sis-
ters of Little Falls. Please write
“Taste of St. Cloud Tickets” on
the memo line. Tickets will be
held at the door the evening of
the event under the name of the
purchaser. Send checks to Fran-
ciscan Sisters, 1600 11th Ave. S.,
St. Cloud, Minn. 56301. For more
information, contact Pat Flicker
at 320-229-0307 or pflicker@fslf.
org.

NEW! Summer Kickoff
at Lake George

Start off your summer with St.
Cloud Park and Recreation during
its Summer Kickoff from 2-5 p.m.
Saturday, May 18 at Lake George!
Enjoy the park and an afternoon
of free family fun while learning
about what Park and Recreation
has to offer the whole family.
Activities for everyone: learn to
fish, canoe and paddleboat races
around the lake, plant a flow-
er, food trucks, yard games and
learn all about bike safety.

Senior Connection
to host Lemonade,
Laughter May 14

The Sartell Senior Connection
will host its 12th annual Lem-
onade and Laughter, featuring
sing-a-longs, skits and laughing
at everyday life with the wom-
en of Creative Impressions, at 2
p.m. Tuesday, May 14 at the St.
Francis Xavier Catholic Church’s
Gathering Space, 219 Second St.
N., Sartell.

INSERTS:
City of St. Stephen

Remax Results -
John Tragiai
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Fresh catch

This eagle with its lunch rested in a tree near
Windsong Apartments on Troop Drive in Sartell.

Scheels gives ‘substantial’
donation for ice sheet

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

A long-anticipated
dream - a second large
ice sheet by Bernick’s
Arena - will now come
true, thanks largely to
a corporate donation
from Scheels All Sports.

The announcement
of Scheels’ lead gift
was made by the Sar-
tell Youth Recreation
Center, which has been
raising funds for a sec-
ond ice sheet since
2017. The substan-
tial gift from Scheels
means the SYRC now
has enough to start
building the year-round
amenity.

nick’s Arena.

The exact amount of
the gift, which has been
described as “substan-
tial,” has not yet been
announced.

At the April 8 Sartell
City Council meeting,
council members voted
unanimously to allow
Scheels to have nam-
ing rights, which was
requested as part of
the donation. The en-
tire park in which Ber-
nick’s Arena is located,
north of city hall, will
be named Scheels Ath-
letic Complex.

Chad Ritter, an SYRC
board member, told the
City Council at its April
8 meeting why a sec-

crease in Sartell’s pop-
ulation, which in turn
brought more hockey
players and more in-
terest in the game of
hockey by players and
spectators, and an in-
creasing strain on the
number of recreation-
al spaces and athletic
fields in the city — not
just for hockey and oth-
er sports but for other
forms of social activi-
ties, such as concerts,
dances, craft fairs and
more.

Before the Scheels’
donation, the SYRC and
the Sartell Youth Hock-
ey Association suc-
ceeded in raising $1.75
million, with another

The SYRC operates
and maintains the Ber-

ond ice sheet has long
been needed: an

$250,000 in pledges,
in- Donation ® page 2

Graduation rate improves to 98.2 percent

by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

The latest four-year high
school graduation rate data
shows Sartell High School out-
performing districts statewide
as well as surrounding schools.

Sartell’s 2018 graduation
rate of 98.2 percent improved
slightly from 96.6 percent in
2017.

The Minnesota Department
of Education released numbers

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

In the three years April My-
ers was battling brain cancer,
her most enthusiastic cheer-
leader was her little niece, Ky-
lie, who gave her love and
support through the surgery,
the radiation, the chemother-
apy, the occupational therapy,
the speech therapy.

April and Kylie Myers-Schleif,
who was ages 4 to 7 at the
time, were known as two peas
in a pod. They loved to goof
around, act silly and have lots
of fun.

When April, 55, died on
April 12, 2018, it was heart-
rending for Kylie’s parents to
tell her wonderful Aunt April
would not be able to be at her

for all schools on April 23. The
statewide rate of 83.2 percent
was the highest on record.
“I'm really proud of what
our high school and our whole
district does so that all kids get
a chance to graduate,” Super-
intendent Jeff Schwiebert said.
“They do it by taking care of
each kid one-on-one.”
Neighboring districts also
posted strong scores, led by
Albany with 96.9 percent,
Holdingford at 93.0 percent

contributed photo
Kylie Myers-Schleif and her aunt, April Myers, were often
called two peas in a pod because of their deep affection for
each other.

upcoming 8th birthday party,
Kylie did not - would not - un-
derstand. How could she even
think of a birthday party with-
out Aunt April?

and Sauk Rapids-Rice at 89.9
percent.

“That says an awful lot
about Central Minnesota,”
Schwiebert said. “We want our
kids to have the chance to go
on. Our parents and communi-
ties support our kids.”

St. Cloud’s two public high
schools did not score as well
with Tech’s rate at 79.9 per-
cent and Apollo at 77.4 per-
cent.

Schwiebert said he’s some-

Kylie’s parents are Ruth-
ie and Mike Myers-Schleif of
Sauk Rapids. Ruthie’s brother
is Scott, the husband of April.
They (Scott and April) have a

times asked why there’s a
graduation party for seniors
because “we expect everyone
to graduate.”

“We want to reward them,”
he said.

Sartell’s rate has ranged in
the mid to high 90s for the last
five years.

“We do a lot of things very
well,” the superintendent said.
“It’s a constant struggle in
a positive way to keep that

Rate ® back page

daughter, Megan, who is now
in her mid-20s.

Now 8 years old, Kylie final-
ly accepts Aunt April is gone,
but she refuses to let go of
her memory, which she and
her family keep alive by join-
ing in the fight against cancer.
They have organized a benefit
concert for the American Can-
cer Society that will take place
starting at 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
May 9, at The Waters Church
in Sartell. The concert will star
the Okee Dokee Brothers, a
Grammy-Award-winning musi-
cal duo with background mu-
sicians. All proceeds from the
concert will go to the ACS. For
tickets, go to www.okeedokee.
org and click on the “Shows”
tab, then click on “Event De-

Benefit ¢ page 3
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Ritter noted.

“The Scheels Athletic Com-
plex will help address this
crunch the community is feel-
ing across the board - in mul-
tiple sports,” said Ritter after
hearing of the Scheels contri-
bution.

Bernick’s Arena, which
cost $2.4 million and involved
thousands of hours of work by
volunteers, opened in 2003.
Throughout the years, many
updates and improvements
were added to the arena, in-
cluding purchase of a new
zamboni ice machine. In 2017,
the city of Sartell paid for a
greatly expanded paved park-
ing lot in a field to the east of
the arena, with 283 parking
spaces.

Besides being a heavily
used hockey venue, the arena
and its grounds are used often
for nonskating events such as
a farmers’ market, craft fairs,
concerts and dances.

Kevin Murphy, Scheels
store leader/partner for the St.
Cloud store, said as a sporting
goods store, the Scheels All
Sports management and em-
ployees are excited to partner
with SYRC.

“After thoughtful consider-
ation and consultation with
our corporate board,” said
Murphy in a press release,

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

AUTO BODY REPAIR

Auto Body 2000
(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Joseph ¢ 320-363-1116

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.
Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph ¢« 320-363-6999
www.brennytransportation.com

PLANTS

Woodland Hostas
15387 Fruit Farm Road
St. Joseph ¢ 320-291-7381
www.woodlandhastas.com

Call the Sartell-St. Stephen
Newsleaders at 320-363-7741
if you would like to be in the
business directory.

Sartell-St. Stephen ¢ St. Joseph
Rmfhzng Everybody!

Newsstands
Coborn’s - Riverside
Country Manor

Country Store & Pharmacy
Hardee’s

Holiday on 7th

Holiday - Riverside

House of Pizza

contributed photo
This artist's conception by HMA Architects shows what the out-
door sheet of covered ice would look like when it's built next
to Bernick's Arena in Sartell.

“we decided the naming rights
for the complex was a solid
investment for a number of
reasons . . . As business own-
ers, we are very excited about
the partnership with SYRC, the
city (of Sartell) and strength-
ening our presence in a rapidly
growing community.”

The ice sheet project will be
constructed in several phases
as a year-round athletic com-
plex and entertainment venue.
The ice rink will have a refrig-
erated concrete floor, a roof
over the open-air ice sheet,
stationary seating, a turf sys-
tem for multiple sports and
inside the Bernick’s arena a
lobby overlooking the outdoor
ice rink and expanded lockers.

The first phase of construc-
tion will involve the ice sheet,
its infrastructure and ameni-
ties at an estimated cost of
$2.9 million. The other phases
will cost $1.1 million and $1.3
million. Construction can be-
gin this summer.

Liturgical Press, located on the Saint John's campus, has
openings for (casual/on-call employment) in
the shipping department. Job duties include
picking and packaging product for shipping. Basic
computer skills, ability to lift up to 30 pounds and the
ability to stand for extended periods of time are
required. Hours of operation are 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m,,
Monday-Friday. This is an on-call position based on
warehouse workload. Training will be provided.

Scheels

Scheels All Sports began in
1902 when a German immigrant,
Frederick A. Scheel, bought a
home-supply and hardware store
in Sabin, Minnesota, which be-
came so successful Scheel ex-
panded the store into other cities.

Eventually, the Scheels hard-
ware stores began adding more
and more athletic equipment un-
til by 1989 one of the stores, in
Grand Forks, North Dakota, was
the first Scheels store to offer
solely sporting equipment.

Scheels All Sports, which is
employee-owned, now has stores
at 27 locations in 13 states. The
company has a policy to donate
at least 10 percent of its profits to
local charities and local nonprof-
it organizations.

The Scheel family is still very
much a part of the company.
Steve D. Scheel, the grandson
of founder Frederick Scheel, is
the company’s chairman of the
board. Steve M. Scheel, the great-
great-grandson of the founder, is
the company’s chief executive
officer.

wsleaders

Kwik Trip

Little Dukes - Pinecone
The Newsleaders office
Sartell City Hall
School District Offices
SuperAmerica
Walgreens

www.thenewsleaders.com

Jonathan Notch from Sartell
took third place in competition for
heating, air-conditioning and re-
frigeration students at a statewide
competition. He was one of several
St. Cloud Technical & Community
College students who competed in
the SkillsUSA State Competition.

Brooke
Walters of
Sartell was
one of the
Central Min-
nesota fe-
male high | ©
school ath- |
letes  who

People

Athena Award on May 1. The
Central Minnesota Athena Awards,
in its inaugural year, is a part-
nership between 13 area school
districts, administered through St.
Cloud school district. The Central
Minnesota Athena Awards are new
to the region and modeled after
similar recognition events in the
Twin Cities.

Sartell High School students
were among the 139 students from
34 high schools recognized at the
Students of Excellence Recogni-
tion event sponsored by Resource
Training & Solutions. The event
was April 24.

contriubted photo

Sartell High School students and staff honored at the Students
of Excellence (from left) Becky Thompson, Colin Hommerding,
Brenda Steve, Mo Alkhatib, Cindy Zhang, Luke Walker, Yash

Hindka and Kay Nelson.

photo by Carolyn Bertsch

Lenzens
keep the pace

Jon Lenzen, of Sartell,
and son Jaeden, 7, are
all smiles as they jog
down the stretch of
Eighth Ave. N. April
27 during the 9th
Annual DeZurik 5K
Walk-Run in Sartell.

ACCURATE HEARING
SERVICES

“Life is better with Accurate Hearing.”

* Free Hearing Screenings * Hearing Aid Sales & Service
* Clean & Check All Hearing Aid Brands

320-258-4494 or 1-888-407-4327
161 19th St. S. ¢ Ste. 111 « Sartell
www.accuratehearingservices.com
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tails” next to the listing for “May
9 Performance at The Waters
Church.”

The doors will open at 5:30
p.m. The food truck from Lily’s
Wings, Burgers & Things will be
on site so concert-goers can get
a bite or two to eat. The concert
will begin at 6:30 p.m. and last
probably an hour. Afterward, at-
tendees can meet the brothers
and get their photos taken.

Earlier fundraising

When Kylie was in kindergar-
ten at Mississippi Heights Middle
School, the school district held
its annual fundraiser, “The Walk
for Life,” to raise money for the
American Cancer Society. It was
a cause dear to Kylie’s heart be-
cause that was the year her aunt
was diagnosed with brain cancer.

Kylie’s mother asked her if
she’d like to have a lemonade
stand to raise money in honor of
April. Kylie leaped at the chance
and started the “Kylie’s Kickin’
Cancer Lemonade Stand.”

Three years later, when April
died, Kylie’s parents wondered
how the family could Kkeep
making an impact on the fight
against the disease. They, along
with Kylie, had attended several
Okee Dokee Brothers concerts in
this area and in the Twin Cities.

“We absolutely love their en-
ergetic, fun and family-friend-
ly music,” Ruthie Myers-Schleif
said. “I sent an email asking
about a benefit concert, and their
booking agent called me back
and said it was a possibility. Yes,
my jaw hit the floor!”

Ruthie is a former first-grade
teacher at Rice Elementary
School. Husband Mike teaches
in the Alternative Program at
McKinley School.

A force of life

Ruthie Myers-Schleif, said sis-
ter-in-law April, was an energetic
force of life with a heart of gold
and loved to help others. She was a
housing director for the Good Shep-
herd Community Home in Sauk
Rapids, but that was only her day
job. She also did a never-ending,
inexhaustible amount of volunteer-

PUBLIC NOTICES

contributed photo

April Myers (right) was honored as Grand Marshal of the Sauk
Rapids River Days Parade in 2016 when she was named the city’s
Citizen of the Year. Widely lauded and appreciated for her love of
people and for volunteering, Myers died in 2018 of brain cancer.
At left is her husband, Scott, with daughter Megan in the middle.

ing - at Good Shepherd and many
other places. She loved to “give
back,” as she called it, so much so
that in 2016 she was named Sauk
Rapids Citizen of the Year.

Her energy extended to a deep
love of bicycling, and every year
she took a week-long bike trip in
Minnesota.

“She knew so many people!”
Ruthie said. “After she was diag-
nosed with brain cancer, I would
take her sometimes to appoint-
ments, and we would go to eat
afterward. And she would start
talking and making friends with
anyone, everyone. When we’d go
to Coborn’s she’d see so many peo-
ple she knew that we’d be in that
store a long time.”

April, Ruthie noted, was one of
those people others just love at first
meeting.

“Her favorite activity - or one of
them - was decorating for Christ-
mas,” Ruthie recalled. “At Good
Shepherd, she would decorate 10
trees every Christmas season, and
every single decoration had to be
placed on a tree just so, just per-
fectly. She was very, very meticu-
lous about that.”

Ruthie said she and her family
will continue helping in the fight
against cancer, always with April
in mind.

“We’re not giving up,” she said.
“Like April, we need to continue
to ‘give back’ and so helping raise
money against cancer is how we’re
going to give back - in memory of
her.”

Okee Dokees

The Okee Dokee Brothers are
not biological brothers, although in
their long-time love of adventure
and music-making they might as
well be brothers, if not twins.

Their names are Joe Mailander
(acoustic guitar, vocals) and Justin
Lansing (vocals, banjo). As child-
hood friends, they grew up in the
Denver area, enjoying adventurous
treks and journeys. They now live
in Minneapolis.

They write their own songs.
Three times they were nominated
for a Grammy Award in the catego-
ry of Best Children’s Album, and in
2013 they took home the award for
the CD entitled “Can You Canoe?”

Their latest CD, called “Winter-
land,” has received warm reviews
for its evocations of the enjoyments
of winter weather and lots of snow,
something many Minnesotans - at
least after this winter - might not
warm up to quite as quickly as the
Music reviewers.

Their music, often whimsical
and gently funny, is a mixture of
bluegrass, folk, storybook style -
performed often in a sing-along-
style, involving the audience from
song to song.

Lansing and Mailander often
take long treks (Appalachian Trail,
Western Canyon Country, Missis-
sippi River journey from Minnesota
to St. Louis). Those adventures
inspire the songs they write and
perform to delighted audiences far
and wide.

Publish: May 9, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE FOR FIVE-YEAR CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM
Notice is hereby given that the Stearns County Department of Highways will consider a Five-
Year Highway Construction Program using federal funds, state aid funds, and local funds at a
meeting to be held in the Stearns County Public Works Building, located at 455 28th Avenue
South, Waite Park, MN., on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.

Mother’s Day SALE

Craft-Vendor-Bake-Massage-Make
Overs- Jewelry Sale

Saturday, May 11

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Waite Park American Legion
17 Second Ave. N., Waite Park

Children ages 4+ can make a Mother’s Day card/craft
while parent is in the building shopping the sale
Specials include: Drink-Food-Flowers-Plants & much more!
Must be present to win shopper door prizes!

St. Stephen
_ Optical

(formerly Index 53)

Larry Rudolph, Optician

306 Main St. E.
St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380 Office
320-252-6924 Home

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.ﬁ?—noon Saturday

Sartell-St. Stephen ISD 748

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Notice is hereby given that Sartell-St. Stephen ISD 748
Requests proposals for:

Group Medical Insurance

Specifications will be available from the District’s Agent of Record,
National Insurance Services, at 14852 Scenic Heights Rd Suite 210,
Eden Prairie, MN 55344, phone 800-627-3660.
Proposals are due no later than 2:00 p.m. on Friday, May 31, 2019
to Sartell-St. Stephen ISD 748, District Service Center, 212 Third
Avenue North, Sartell, MN 56377 and a copy to National Insurance
Services, at 14852 Scenic Heights Rd Suite 210, Eden Prairie, MN
55344, or as specified in the RFP.

Publish: May 3 and 17, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Resource Training & Solutions, District 0923, requests proposals
for group insurance coverage for the health plan year beginning
Oct. 1, 2019. Sealed proposals will be accepted in paper form until
5 p.m. CST on Wednesday, June 17, 2019 at Resource Training &
Solutions, Attn: Julie Toole, 137 23rd St. S., Sartell, Minn. 56377.
Copies of the request for proposal and exhibits may be requested
from Julie Toole, jtoole@resourcecoop-mn.gov and will be sent
electronically at no charge. District reserves the right to reject any
or all bids and to waive informalities. District reserves the right to
select the proposal which it determines to be in the best interest
of the District.

Publish: May 3 and 17, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

GENERAL NOTICE
TO CONTROL OR ERADICATE
NOXIOUS WEEDS

Notice is hereby given this 15th day of May, 2019, pursuant
to Minnesota Statutes, section 18.83, subd. 7, (1992), that
all persons in Stearns County, Minnesota, shall control or
eradicate all noxious weeds on land they own, occupy or are
required to maintain. Control or eradication may be accom-
plished by any lawful method but the methods may need to be
repeated in order to prevent the spread of viable noxious weed
seeds and other propagating parts to other lands. Failure to
comply with the general notice may mean that an individual
notice will be issued. An individual notice may be appealed
within two working days of receipt to the appeal committee in
the county where the land is located. Failure to comply with
the individual notice will mean that the inspector having juris-
diction may either hire the work done or seek a misdemeanor
charge against the person(s) who failed to comply. If the work
is hired done by the inspector, the cost can be placed as a tax
upon the land and collected as other real estate taxes are col-
lected. You may obtain a list of the plants that are designated
noxious and of the members of the appeal committee from
your County Agricultural Inspector or Local Weed Inspector.
The Local Weed Inspectors are township supervisors, city may-
ors or their appointed assistants.

Bob Dunning
Stearns County Agricultural Inspector
P.0. Box 246, St. Cloud, MN Phone 320-255-6180

Publish: May 3, 2019

Now Hiring
Summer Positions!

Two Rivers Campground & Tubing
is looking for hard working and friendly staff
for the 2019 season.

* Maintenance/Cleaning
* Office/Store

— —

PR G 3

Email resumes to
info@tworiverscampground.net
or call 320-584-5125 5116 145th St. NW

for more information. Royalton, MN 56373
\. J
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CAMPGROUND & TUBING




4

Sartell-St. Stephen Newsleader ® www.thenewsleaders.com

Friday, May 3, 2019

Sartell doctor launches new health-care model

by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

A Sartell doctor is trying
to trail-blaze a new model for
health care by actually taking a
few steps backward.

Dr. Cody Wendlandt owns
Sartell Family Medicine, Minne-
sota’s only pure direct patient
care clinic. Wendlandt is upset-
ting the current business model
of insurance-driven patient care
by providing preventive care
and spending more time getting
to know his patients.

He and his colleagues opened
their clinic at 2151 Troop Drive
in October.

They don’t take health in-
surance but instead charge pa-
tients a monthly membership
fee that covers basic services
and office visits with modest
fees for additional treatments.

Wendlandt says his clinic is
attractive to people with ex-
tremely high deductibles or no
insurance.

“We go back to the old-
school style of medicine be-
tween a physician and patient,”
Wendlandt said.

Without the cost of insur-
ance-driven paperwork and
documentation, he can charge
less.

Appointments can be lon-
ger...typically 30 to 60 min-
utes...because he doesn’t make
money by seeing the most pa-
tients but instead by keeping

them healthy so they don’t
need expensive treatments.

“I make more money when
my patients are healthy and
stay out of the clinic,” he said.
“When I have them see me, it’s
gonna be a half hour to an hour
and get them healthy.”

A monthly individual mem-
bership is $50 and a family
membership is $300. The fee
covers unlimited office visits
and services such as school
and sports physicals, screening
tests, stitches and treatments
for conditions such as colds,
flu and sore throats. Examples
of the additional fees include $5
for mono and strep testing and
$15 for cholesterol testing.

Patients are also welcome to
call the clinic at any time with a
question or concern and they’ll
get a doctor on the line, not an
answering machine. A prompt
answer can save a parent with
a sick child an expensive and
possibly unnecessary trip to the
emergency room or urgent care.

Sartell Family Medicine also
accepts patients who are not
members for office visits.

Direct primary care is a rel-
atively new concept. Studies
have shown it provides better
health outcomes through better
access to physicians and lower
transparent costs. The model
creates a better provider-patient
experience. Lowering the ad-
ministrative burden allows for
longer office visits.

photo by Mike Knaak
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Dr. Cody Wendlandt sits in one of the exam rooms at Sartell Family Medicine.

Patients still need presum-
ably high-deductible health in-
surance to cover specialists and
hospital stays.

In addition to medical ser-
vices, the clinic also offers opi-
ate-addiction treatment, med-
ical cannabis certification and
mental-health counseling and
therapy.

The clinic team includes
Wendlandt, another doctor, a

physician assistant, a mental
health coordinator, three nurses
and a medical assistant.
Wendlandt completed his
University of Minnesota res-
idency with a program at St.
Cloud Hospital with a focus
on rural medicine, emergency-
room treatment and obstetrics.
Wendlandt grew up in
Hutchinson where he remem-
bers just his family doctor, not

a team of specialists and that’s
the relationships he’s trying to
create.

“I'm being a trailblazer and
trying to educate the public
about direct patient care,” he
said. “There’s going to be a lot
of thankful physicians in three
to five years when they can
focus on medicine, not paper-
work.”

St. Stephen Fire Department marks 70 years

This year marks the 70th an-
niversary of St. Stephen Fire &
Rescue. Retired and active firefight-
ers, spouses and family members
gathered in the Parish Hall on April
6, the site of the reason the fire
department exists. St. Stephen Fire
& Rescue was started in 1949 after
the church Parish Hall caught fire
and was destroyed in 1948.

During the gathering, Peter
Schumer, a third-generation fire-
fighter received his badge. Before
the evening closed, Peter posed

with the last living charter member
of the fire department, Ben Supan,
92.

Retired Firefighter Aaron Ru-
dolph was honored for his 21 years
of service. Retired firefighter Rod-
ger Bellinger was honored for his
20 years of service.

Firefighter Joe Gordon received
a Life Saving Award for his direct
response to a call on Feb. 26. Gor-
don performed CPR and the patient
began breathing again.

contributed photo

Firefighter Joe Gordon (right) received a Life Saving Award for his direct
response to a call on Feb. 26. Gordon performed CPR and the patient
began breathing again. Gordon received his award from Mayor and As-

sistant Chief II Jeff Blenkush.

contributed photo
Peter Schumer (left), a third-generation firefighter, received his badge with the last
charter member of the fire department, Ben Supan, 92.
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If you have a tip concerning a
crime, call the Sartell Police De-
partment at 320-251-8186 or
Tri-County Crime Stoppers at 320-
255-1301, or access its tip site at
tricountycrimestoppers.org. Crime
Stoppers offers rewards up to
$1,000 for information leading to
the arrest and conviction of those
responsible for a crime.

April 17

3:50 p.m. Traffic stop. First Street
NE. An officer witnessed a speed-
ing. When attempting to stop,
the vehicle turned into a parking
lot. The driver of the vehicle ad-
mitted to speeding to the officer
and only had an instruction per-
mit. The officer issued a citation
for both infractions.

April 18

1:40 p.m. Traffic stop. CR 1. Of-
ficers stopped a vehicle with no
taillights on a trailer. Officers
were given a false name initially.
The driver of the vehicle was de-
tained and it was discovered the
driver had arrest warrants. Upon
search the individual had a hypo-
dermic needle in his pocket. The
driver was arrested for the war-
rants and cited for giving a false
name, driving after cancellation
and the possession of a hypoder-
mic needle.

April 19

5:40 p.m. Staff. CR 1. Officers
saw a vehicle stalled on the side
of the road. The driver of the ve-
hicle stated the battery had died
and a new battery was on the
way. The officer stayed behind
the vehicle with lights for safety
until the battery arrived.

April 20

1:20 a.m. Intoxicated person.
Seventh Avenue S. Officers were
called to a residence about an
intoxicated individual. The in-
dividual told officers he was at-
tempting to walk home from the
bar and got lost. Because of his
intoxication level and not being
able to find someone to care for
the individual, officers transport-
ed the individual to the hospital.

Blotter

April 21

7:25 p.m. Indecent exposure. CR
1. An officer witnessed an indi-
vidual urinating on the side of
the road. Officers stopped and
the individual admitted what he
was doing. The individual gave
the officer a false name. When
searched, the individual was in
possession of hypodermic nee-
dles. The individual was arrested
and transported to Stearns Coun-
ty Jail for the indecent exposure,
giving a false name and being in
possession of hypodermic nee-
dles.

April 22

1:55 p.m. Warrant. River Oaks
Lane. Officers working with Ben-
ton County Sherriff’s Office were
asked to locate an individual in
Sartell that had a warrant for
their arrest. Officer located the
individual at a residence and was
allowed in by the homeowner.
Officers took the individual into
custody without incident.

April 23
8:50 a.m. Animals. Seventh
Street N. Officers were notified
about abandoned cats left in an
apartment. Officers notified city
maintenance. City maintenance
workers picked up the cats.

April 24

11:20 p.m. Traffic stop. CR 1. An
officer saw a vehicle displaying
white light to the rear at a stop
light. A license-plate check re-
vealed the owner had an arrest
warrant. The officer stopped the
vehicle and found the driver to
be the owner. The individual was
arrested and transported to Stea-
rns County Jail.

April 25

9:30 a.m. Warrant. CR 120. An
officer noticed a vehicle with an
advertisement plate without tem-
porary tags. Conducting a check
of the vehicle showed the owner
had multiple arrest warrants. Of-
ficers waited for the individual to
return to the vehicle and arrested
the individual for the warrants.

April 26
10:15 p.m. Juvenile party. Peddle

Creek Drive. Officers were dis-
patched to a call involving mi-
nors consuming alcohol. Officers
arrived and witnessed multiple
underage individuals with sev-
eral open containers of alcohol.
Citations were issued and the
individuals’ parents were called.
Parents of the minors who con-
sumed alcohol arrived to take
them home.

April 27

11:50 p.m. Traffic stop. Second
Street S. An officer conducted a
license and learned one owner
with a canceled license and an-
other owner with a suspended
license. The officer stopped the
vehicle and identified the driver
as the owner with the suspend-
ed license. The officer issued a
citation for the infraction and a
valid driver arrived to drive the
vehicle.

April 28

1:05 a.m. Driver assist. Second
Street S. An officer witnessed
a vehicle stopped in the lane of
traffic. The officer stopped and
investigated. The driver of the
vehicle was lost. The officer gave
the driver directions to his desti-
nation and warned him it would
be safer to pull over to the side of
the road next time.

April 29

7:40 p.m. Drive off. Pinecone
Road S. Officers were dispatched
to a call of a vehicle drive off.
Officers spoke with the com-
plainant and he told the officers
it was a mistake, the individuals
were regular customers and com-
plainant said he would deal with
it civilly.

April 30

8:30 a.m. Property damage.
Ninth Avenue N. Officers were
dispatched to a call regarding
what appeared to be a bullet hole
in the side of their house. Offi-
cers recovered a bullet from the
siding. Officers spoke with the
owner of the adjacent property
about hunters that use the woods
between the properties and how
as the owner he is liable for dam-
ages that occur.

NOW
HIRING

* CDL Drivers (Local Haul)
* Crushing Crew
* Laborers

Call 320-685-3024 or
visit kraemer-inc.com

to apply
EOE

KRAEMER TRUCKING & EXCAVATING INC.

COLD SPRING, MN

BLACKBERRY

Junior Golf
Camps!
1 Week Programs:
June 10th-14th or July 8th-12th

10 Week Accelerated Program:
Wednesday Morning’s June 12th- August 21st

Blackberry Ridge Golf Club

- Sartell, Minnesota -

e ot

320-251-8773

s Pattison Farm z
B 7001 Rolling Ridge Road, St. Cloud [ |
« Bedding & Vegetable Plants
« Perennials
« Hanging Baskets
« Reasonable Prices

FREE bedding Elant

with a minimum $10 pur

ase

l Exp. Aug. 31, 2019
L N & _§ _§ N _§N _§ _§N _§ _§ N _§ J

Save money by bundling
your home and auto insurance

Tom Jelinski
Waite Park, MN

320-252-4991

Availability and terms of discounts may vary by state.

Policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Preferred Insurance
Company® and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

0119-542HO

Guaranteed Home Sale!

Need To Sell Your Home This Spring?
As Sartell's #1 Selling Agent, | can help you sell for the best
price and can now offer you a guarnteed buyout as well!

Call me TODAY!
Matt Wieber, REALTOR
320-267-6373

MATT WIEBER TEAM

FPremicrt

— = - —

x K -
p—*This. prqg/ﬂimedd for.Sartell homes under $250,000, although otA8homesfiiay be considered. Please MW o
This offér is.ndllint8ndell to solicit homes that are currently listed for sale. iefhb@Mine agent is based on 2018 MLS sold stafistics.

ASPHALT SURFACE
TECHNOLOGIES
CORPORATION

ASTECH Corp. is now accepting

applications for the following positions:
Flaggers
Laborers
Equipment Operators
Class A drivers
Class B drivers
Owner/operators

Travel required with multiple days away from home.
Competitive pay with overtime and per diem paid. Must
pass pre-employment drug screen. Must be 18 years or
older. Must have a driver’s license and clean MVR.
Benefits include health insurance and 401Kk.

ASTECH is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Apply in person at our office
8348 Ridgewood Rd.

St. Joseph, MN 56374
320-363-8500
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PARAGON "™ Fmiemsoreiues.con

A MODEL OF EXCELLENCE

Paragon Store Fixtures in Big Lake is growing its team!
This local, family owned business produces high-end store fixtures that ship all over the US!

Paragon Store Fixtures is looking to add experienced cabinet makers, TG welders, CNC
machinists, finishers, drafters and programmers!

YOU could be a part of this team that creates custom showroom quality furniture for Flag-
ship stores, high-end boutiques, salons and spas, hotels and more!

* Both day and night positions are available.
* One to three years’ experience required.
* Must have good work ethic, strong math skills and the ability to read shop drawings.

* Competitive pay, great benefits package AND an opportunity to grow within the company.

If you are an experienced cabinet maker, welder, machinist, finisher, drafter or programmer,
become part of the Paragon Store Fixture team, where YOU can make a difference!

Intermediate school name
voting begins May 13

by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

When the Sartell school dis-
trict is done with its plan to
reconfigure grades and schools,
third- through fifth-graders will
enter a school with a new
name.

In fall 2020, the current mid-
dle school will be their home
and a new name will replace
the “3-5 building” tag informal-
ly used by staff and adminis-
trators.

Starting on May 13, students,
staff, parents and community
members will have a chance to
vote on three names selected
from a naming process that be-
gan in last November.

The three names are:

Mississippi Mills Interme-
diate School.

Riverview
School.

Intermediate

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

CLEARANCE ITEMS AT A SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNT!
COME SEE WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER.

CELEBRATING OVER 95 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE!

J PAVERS | SLABS | WALLS | EST. 1923

Borgert offers a variety of products for the do-it-yourselfer, complete with instructions!

Yo wision, boorght Lo Life.

CALL 320.363.4671 TODAY TO
FIND A LOCAL CONTRACTOR

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TODAY: 8646 Ridgewood Rd., St. Joseph, MN 56374

For more information or for a FREE Borgert catalog call 320.363.4671 | borgertproducts.com

For Nour §pecz'd/ 7o/ od Corinthian
— 'Windchimes

Beautiful
melodies
with every
movement.

2801 - 1“s1'REErSOUTH WAITEPARK,MN i
WWW.Wood: erseed.col :
320-252 5234

Explre 5-12-19

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON

* Many Garden Statues
* Garden Angels
* Cherubs
* Gazing Balls
* Garden Stakes

OFF Woods Farmer Seed & Nursery

MOM'S CASH

$5.00 off any purchase of $20.00 .
or more. For that specail gift for Mom

Watab River Intermediate
School.

Zach Dingmann, currently
an assistant principal at Sartell
Middle School, is slated to be
the intermediate school princi-
ple. He headed up a project to
come up with a name.

“We created a process for
all to have a voice - students,
staff, the community,” Ding-
mann said.

Having a name that grew
from a common effort will help
build a sense of community
when children who are now
in different buildings come to-
gether, Dingmann said.

In the classrooms, the nam-
ing exercise went beyond just
brainstorming. The teachers
created a lesson about how
buildings and other objects get
named. History, geography, lo-
cation and vision all shape how
a building is named, students

learned.

For example, Dingmann said,
the vision for the intermediate
school will be community con-
nections and an environmental
focus with hands-on learning.

The committee collected
about 70 names submitted
by classes at the end of the
naming lesson and from staff.
Those names were narrowed to
six and then to the final three.

Voting will take place on-
line through a link on the dis-
trict’s website as well as a link
for students and staff available
through their portals. Paper bal-
lots will be available at each
building for people who don’t
want to vote online.

Voting will end May 24, but
the winning name won’t be re-
vealed until an event next fall.

“It will be exciting to get
everyone involved,” Dingmann
said.

St. Stephen Steves
set baseball schedule

The St. Stephen Steves
baseball team of the Victory
League set its 2019 schedule.
May 5: 1:30 p.m. at Avon

May 12: 1:30 p.m. St. Wendel
Home

May 15: 6:30 p.m. Luxem-
burg Home exhibition

May 18: 7:30 p.m. at Freeport

May 26:
Mathias

1:30 p.m. at St.
May 27: 1:30 p.m. at St. Wen-
del

May 31: 7:30 p.m. at Sartell
Muskies

June 1: 5 p.m. St. Stephen
Tournament

June 1: TBA St. Stephen
Tournament

June 9: 1:30 p.m. Opole
Home

reate

(72

IN STONE

MGC

Creating everlasting stories in stone
for people who matter by people who care.

/D/‘e-/&/a/m/)gx s a smarl idea/

Have peace-of-mind by planning ahead to save
your loved ones emotional and financial burden.

June 15: 1:30 p.m. Fort Rip-
ley Home

June 16: 1:30 p.m. at Aitkin
June 23: 1:30 p.m. at Opole

June 26: 6:15 p.m. at St. Au-
gusta

June 30:
Home

1:30 p.m. Avon
July 6: 1:30 p.m. Freeport
Home

Divisional playoffs begin on
July 13.

(800) 818-5836  murphygranite.com

MURPHY GRANITE CARVING :
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Council approves $1.1-million platform fire truck

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

When the new Public Safety
Facility hosts its grand opening
in 2020, there will be more than
just a brand-new state-of-the
art building to wow the visitors.

One of the stars of the show
will be a spanking-new fire de-
partment platform truck.

The Sartell City Council, at
its April 22 meeting, approved
the purchase of the truck, which
will cost up to $1,117,000. Mon-
ey for the truck will come from
the city’s Fire Equipment Fund,
said Sartell City Administrator
Mary Degiovanni.

Ground has been broken for
the eagerly-awaited Sartell Pub-
lic Works Facility along Pine-
cone Road. It will be the new
home for both the city’s fire
department and its police de-
partment.

The platform truck is expect-
ed to be delivered to the city by

December 2020. The technical
name of the giant machine is
an “E-One Cyclone III HP100
Aerial Platform Fire Truck.”
Its manufacturer is Fire Safety
U.S.A. Inc. of Rochester.

A platform truck, which car-
ries a retractable long hydraulic
extension arm with a bucket,
is vital in some rescue emer-
gencies and in fighting fires
in homes or buildings that are
tall. That has concerned the
members of the Sartell City
Council for years as buildings
and apartment complexes in
the city began to be built taller
and taller, some as high as four
stories. The new platform truck
will replace one of the current
ladder trucks, which means the
city won’t have to replace a
ladder truck with another lad-
der truck.

The council voted unani-
mously to approve the pur-
chase of the truck.

contributed photo

This is a platform truck, similar to the one the Sartell Fire Department will have come December

2020.

Sartell receives rave review for financial audit

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Once again, as in years be-
fore, the city of Sartell received
rave reviews for it annual audit,
which was presented to the city
council at its April 22 meeting.

The presenter of the 2018
audit report was Steve Wis-

chmann of the auditing firm of
BerganKDV.

Wischmann used many su-
perlatives during his presen-
tation: the highest level of as-
surance for the city’s financial
statements, consistency, excel-
lent job, a very good balance of
revenue and expenditures, right
in line with budgeted expecta-

tions, high degree of expertise
in managing the budget.
Wischmann singled out for
praise Sartell Financial Director
Heidi Ostlie and City Admin-
istrator Mary Degiovanni. He
said they cooperated with effi-
cient professionalism in getting
all the financial data to the au-
diting firm. The audit began in

March, and its completion was
expedited much quicker than
usual because of the city staff’s
thorough timeliness.

“It went very, very well,” he
said.

The controls of the budget,
he said, “are very, very good,
but not perfect.” But Wis-
chmann quickly added that in

his 23 years of auditing he has
yet to see a system of “perfect
controls.”

Sartell, he said, can be very
proud of its financial manage-
ment, which he said “compares
very favorably” to those of oth-
er area cities.

Council votes yes for performance patio at Lake Francis

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

A performance patio will be
built at the edge of Lake Francis
near the Community Center af-
ter the Sartell City Council ap-
proved the amenity at its April
22 meeting.

Ever since the planning
began for the center, council
members and others had want-
ed some kind of stage, amphi-
theater or dock landing to be
part of the project.

A performance patio is a slab
of concrete in open air with an
awning roof above it. The one
at Lake Francis will be about
1,000 square feet. It was de-
signed by Miller Architects and
Builders whose subcontracting
bids total about $175,000. That
amount is $25,000 below the
initial estimate for the project.

According to City Adminis-
trator Mary Degiovanni, money
to pay for the patio will come
from the Park District I Fund,
which still has $130,000 in it,
and from the Community Cen-
ter Capital Fund, which now
has a balance of $260,000.

The performance patio can
be used for musical and/or
theatrical performances, as well
as a resting spot for walkers
and bikers near the Community

Artist's conception of the performance patio at Lake Francis.

Center. People could also enjoy
picnics under its shade. Even
in the colder months, it could
be used as a meeting place for
winter events, such as the pop-
ular Country Lights Festival,
which began at Lake Francis
two years ago, to great success.
During discussion of the per-
formance stage, Sartell Mayor

Ryan Fitzthum said the festival
attracted 5,000 people on one
night in December.

“People can hang out on it
(the patio),” Fitzthum said. “It
will be a good amenity with
low-cost maintenance. And
maybe they can find a way to
deter geese from hanging out
on the patio.”

Council member Mike Chi-
sum questioned the need
for such a patio, which, he
claimed, would only get any
real use in the warm months.
It might be better to spend the
money on an amenity within
the Community Center - an
amenity people could use year-
round.

“] was hoping to consider a
variety of options,” he said.

Joe Seifert of Miller Archi-
tects and Builders was present
at the April 22 council meet-
ing to answer questions. He
said construction of the patio,
scheduled for mid-May, will
take about six weeks to com-
plete.
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Our View

Minnesotans last
to agree
on election security

Minnesota usually shows up near the top,
if not No. 1, in rankings of the states. But on
the urgent issue of election security, Minneso-
ta is dead last.

Despite pledges of bipartisanship for this
legislative session, Democrats and Republi-
cans are deadlocked over how to spend a po-
tential $6 million to improve election security.

Minnesota is the only state that has yet
to touch its share of the $380 million federal
appropriations.

Senators and representatives should agree
to a plan from Secretary of State Steve Si-
mon to use the money to upgrade the state’s
15-year-old voter system.

“Election security shouldn’t be a partisan
issue or a bargaining chip,” Gov. Tim Walz
said. “It’s time we join every other state in the
nation and protect our elections.”

The Democrat-controlled house passed Si-
mon’s plan while the Republican-led Senate
only wants to spend $1.5 million.

Both houses have appointed members to
a conference committee to resolve the issue.

Minnesota Republicans, like their col-
leagues in Washington, D.C., are obsessed
with what they perceive as voter fraud. They
want measures that actually suppress voter
turnout, such as voter photo ID, instead of
tackling hacking.

The Republicans’ repeated claims of wide-
spread voter fraud have been repeatedly de-
bunked by neutral studies. But they continue
to insist people not eligible to vote, or voting
in multiple locations, are swinging elections.

Instead of focusing on election myths, the
Republicans should pay attention to facts.

Russians targeted Minnesota and 20 oth-
er states in what special counsel Robert
Mueller’s report, released April 18, called a
“sweeping and systematic fashion.”

The report reaffirms what national security
professionals have concluded for almost three
years. Just last week, FBI Director Christopher
Wray said “We are very much viewing 2018
as just kind of a dress rehearsal for the big
show in 2020. That is not just an election cy-
cle threat, it’s pretty much a-365-days a year
threat. And that has absolutely continued.”

Former Secretary of State Mary Kiffmeyer
chairs the Senate committee on elections.
Kiffmeyer, a Republican from Big Lake and
a longtime supporter of voter ID laws, isn’t
worried about hacking.

“People are being hacked all the time,”
Kiffmeyer told the Star Tribune. “You're be-
ing hacked all the time, I am. This is no big
thing.”

Sen. Jeff Howe (R-Rockville) joined Kiff-
meyer on the conference committee. Central
Minnesotans should urge him to push back
against Kiffmeyer’s foolish stand.

Cybersecurity experts say Minnesota’s use
of paper ballots makes it all but impossible for
hackers to change votes. But officials are more
concerned by the potential for hackers to sow
discord by manipulating voter rolls and cast-
ing doubt on the American election process.

Time is running out.

The Legislature should act to secure the
integrity of the election system.

“I would hate to get to the point where any
Minnesota voter withheld their vote because
they were worried about the security of the
vote or the accuracy of the results,” Simon
said. “And that’s the real worry here.”

Opinion

Time to move on from retelling Wetterling story

Sometimes you just have to say
“It’s time to move on.”

The plan for a film to examine
the Jacob Wetterling abduction is
one of those times.

For three years, the producers
have filmed key players in the
1989 abduction, including Ja-
cob’s family.

Now they have launched a
fundraising campaign to support
the next stage of production.

They started a GoFundMe
(www.gofundme.com/jacobfilm)
site and they’ve planned a se-
ries of events around Minnesota
with a goal of raising $60,000 to
edit the footage. An event to pre-
view the trailer will be held at 6
p.m. Monday, May 6 at Bad Hab-
it Brewing in St. Joseph. Tick-
ets cost $10 and are available at
www.jacobwetterlingfilm.com/
trailer-release-parties.html.

When 1 supervised report-
ers and they would pitch story
ideas, I would always ask “How
does what you are proposing
advance the story and increase
readers’ understanding?” Would
the results justify the time spent
reporting and the readers’ time
reading?

That question needs to be

Mike
Knaak
Editor

asked of the filmmakers.

I covered the Wetterling story
for 29 years, starting on the Octo-
ber Sunday night he was abduct-
ed through last fall’s release of
almost 42,000 pages of investiga-
tive documents.

In those years, millions of
words have been written and per-
haps thousands of hours of video
have examined every aspect of
the case, including in-depth in-
terviews with Jacob’s parents, St.
Joseph community members and
law enforcement officers.

The most compelling journal-
ism about the case, the botched
investigation and its impact on
the community is American Pub-
lic Media’s award-winning pod-
cast series “In the Dark.”

The film documentary team
began its work in 2015 before
Danny Heinrich, who would
eventually admit to Jacob’s ab-
duction and killing, was arrested
for possessing child pornography.

As part of a plea agreement, on
Sept. 1, 2016, Heinrich led inves-
tigators to Jacob’s burial site out-
side Paynesville. Heinrich killed
Jacob hours after the abduction.

During Heinrich’s day in court,
he revealed many of the heart-
breaking details that had been
unanswered for decades.

In addition to telling the tale,
the filmmakers said they hope
to start crucial conversations to
end the abuse and exploitation of
children.

That’s a noble goal. But there
are other ways to reach it. Try
giving to one of the many non-
profits such as the National Cen-
ter for Missing and Exploited
Children or the Jacob Wetterling
Resource Center.

Or you can support law en-
forcement and legislative efforts
to arrest and prosecute sex traf-
fickers and identify sexual pred-
ators.

And you can talk with your
own children about how to stay
safe by speaking instead of feel-
ing shame and keeping silent.

It’s time to move on from re-
telling a story that’s shadowed
Central Minnesotans for 30 years.

Thumbs up for ‘hands-free’ law

Following protracted negoti-
ations between the Minnesota
House and Senate, a new law
banning the use of cell phones in
cars except for if they are being
used “hands-free” was voted on
recently. Passed by large num-
bers of both Democrats and Re-
publicans, it was signed into law
by Governor Walz, and will now
take effect in August. So what
does this bill cover and what are
the penalties in place for break-
ing it?

First, some background. For
years, distracted driving has long
been a major hazard on the
roads. According to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, 3,186 people were killed
by distracted driving in the Unit-
ed States in 2017. The Minne-
sota Office of Traffic Safety also
states it’s a factor for one in five
crashes in our state every year.
We have all seen someone who
is on their phone or otherwise
not paying attention to the road
while driving.

Spurred by dozens of family
members of Minnesotans who
have died from this behavior, the
Legislature got to work on draft-
ing a law to combat distracted
driving, specifically that from
cell phones. While Minnesota
already has laws on the books
banning texting, emailing and
using the internet in your car,
this law now goes even further.

As of Aug. 1, it will now be
illegal in Minnesota to be using
your phone in your hands or
holding it up to your ear while

Connor
Kockler

Guest Writer

driving. Anyone who wants to
use their phone must either put
it on speakerphone, use a hands-
free device such as the ones
built into many new cars, or
a cell-phone mount. For oth-
er functions, you can still use
your phone’s GPS or listen to
music or audio as long as it is
already started and you are not
interacting with the phone while
you are operating the car, which
includes while you are stopped.
Emergency calls are an allowable
exception.

If you are wondering what the
penalties are for violating the
new law, they are as follows. A
first offense will cost $50, while
additional offenses will be tick-
eted $275. While these penalties
are not as steep as they could be
in my opinion, I hope they will
serve as enough of a deterrent
for drivers to follow the new
rules.

As someone who has been
driving for only a few years,
these rules don’t seem too daunt-
ing to adjust to. I remember
when 1 first got my license and
the additional rules that applied
to me then. One of these was a
complete prohibition on using
cell phones in a car while driv-
ing until reaching the age of 18.

So while these rules are new for
all drivers, they are certainly not
unprecedented and not as strict
as those in place for under 18
drivers.

Though this law could be seen
by some as a further invasion
of liberties by the government,
I believe it’s an absolutely nec-
essary measure in order to take
more steps to reduce the need-
less deaths caused by distracted
driving. I have seen far too many
stories in the news of people
whose lives were tragically cut
short by a distracted driver or
by their own behavior behind
the wheel. It becomes even more
disturbing when some of those
who died were younger than
myself.

Going into the summer, when
many of us will be going up north
or on road trips, it’s more im-
portant than ever we drive safe,
to protect ourselves and others.
With this new hands-free driving
law and more awareness, we can
do our part to reduce driving fa-
talities in our state. Though not
being able to hold your phone up
to your ear while driving may be
an inconvenience, the downsides
of this law are far outweighed
by its upsides. Keeping Minne-
sotans alive is more important
than being able to use a phone
in the car.

Connor Kockler is a student
at St. John’s University. He en-
joys writing, politics, and news,
among other interests.
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Is your event listed? Send your
information to: Newsleader Calendar,
1622 11th Ave. SE., St. Cloud, MN
56304., e-mail it to news@thenews-
leaders.com. Most events are listed
at no cost. Those events are typically
free or of minimal charge for people
to attend. Some events, which have
paid advertising in the Newsleaders,
are also listed in the calendar and may
charge more.

Friday, May 3
Benton County Museum, 10

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbenton-
history.org.

Monday, May 6
Benton County Museum, 10

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbenton-
history.org.

Sartell Lions Club, 6:30 p.m.,
upstairs of Blue Line Sports Bar
andGrill, 1101 Second St. S., Sartell.
320-267-2591.

Tuesday, May 7
Memory Writers group devel-

ops topics and turns in stories. 10
a.m., Stearns History Museum, 235
33rd Ave. S, St Cloud.

Wednesday, May 8
Stearns History Museum
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m., featuring
Robert Kunkel, author of “Walking
Point: A Vietnam Memoir,” who
will talk about his war experience
and the reaction he received upon
his return, Stearns History Muse-
um, 235 33rd Ave. S., St. Cloud.
Bike to School Day, 2:30-5
p.m., Lion’s Park, 1030 First St. N.,
Sartell.

Thursday, May 9
Coffee and Conversation, a se-

nior discussion group, with speak-
ers Lisa Larges and Rita Weste
from State Services for the Blind,
9 a.m., Sartell Community Center,
850 19th St. S.

Benefit concert for the Amer-
ican Cancer Society in memory
of April Myer, feauring the Okee

Community Calendar

Dokee Brothers, 6:30 p.m., The
Waters Church, 1227 Pinecone
Road N.

Rainbow Support Evening,
7-9 p.m., St. Benedicdt’s Monas-
tery. Parents, allies and friends of
GLBTQ+ persons gather to share
stories, pray and support each
other. Confidentiality maintained.
https://sbm.osb.org/event/rain-
bow-support-evening-2/

Le Sauk Township Board, 7
p.m., Town Hall, 220 Fourth Ave.
S., Sartell.

St. Cloud Area Mothers of
Multiples, 7 p.m., VFW Granite
Post 428, 9 18th Ave. N., St. Cloud.

Friday, May 10
Benton County Museum, 10

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbenton-
history.org.

Saturday, May 11
Mother’s Day Sale, 10 a.m.-3

p.m., American Legion, 17 Second
Ave. N., Waite Park.
Central Minnesota Chapter of

Bike-to-School Day set for May 8

A celebration for Bike-to-
School Day will take place from
2:30-5 p.m. Wednesday, May 8, at
Lions Community Park in Sartell.

The purpose of the event is to
check bicycles for safety and for
children (and people of all ages)
to have some recreation and so-
cial fun.

The park is at 1030 First St. N.

Children should bring their
own bicycles for free tune-ups, a
free bicycle obstacle course and
bike rodeo.

There will also be free food,
including hot dogs, snacks and

beverages. Children will be able
to have fun in a bounce house
and play lawn games.

A bike giveaway drawing will
give one girl’s bike and one boy’s
bike to the lucky winners.

At the event will be a fire
truck, a police car and Metrobus
vehicles.

About a dozen sponsors - lo-
cal businesses and organizations
- contributed to make the event
possible.

In case of rain, the event will
be canceled.

the Federation of the Blind of
Minnesota, 12:30 p.m., American
Legion, 17 Second Ave. N., Waite
Park.

Monday, May 13
Benton County Museum, 10

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbenton-
history.org.

Sartell City Council, 6 p.m.,
Sartelll City Hall, 125 Pinecone
Road N.

Tuesday, May 14
Sartell Chamber of Commerce,

11:30 a.m., Waters Church, 1227
Pinecone Road. 320-258.6001.
info@sartellchamber.com.

Central Minnesota Civil War
Rountable, 3 p.m. Stearns History
Museum, 235 33rd Ave., S., St.
Cloud. “Pook Turtles: The Missis-
sippi River Squadron Campaign”
with George Romano.

St. Stephen Planning Commis-
sion, 6:30 p.m. 2 Sixth Ave. SE. St.
Stephen. 320-251-0964.

National Alliance on Mental

Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Calvary Com-
munity Church, 1200 Roosevelt
Road, St. Cloud. The group helps
parents raising a child with mental
illness learn coping skills and de-
velop problem-solving skills. 320-
654-1259.

Brockway Township Board,
7:30 p.m., Town Hall, 43710 85th
Ave. N.

Thursday, May 16
Coffee and Conversation, a se-

nior discussion group, 9 a.m., Sar-
tell Community Center, 850 19th
St. S. Speaker is Adam Hjelm,
Sauk River Watershed, Landscap-
ing with Local and Native Plants.

Friday, May 17
Benton County Museum, 10

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbenton-
history.org.

Saturday, May 18
Community meal, 11:30 a.m.,

First United Methodist Church,
1107 Pinecone Road S. Free.

and romaine lettuce.

ADOPT A PET

Ezio is a 7 mo spayed New Zealand rabbit who
came to TCHS due to the owner having too many
animals. Ezio is a sweet girl who has plenty of
love to give. She’s had minimal experience
) with other pets and children so some extra
Z7®:  socialization would be good for her.
Ezio’s favorite snacks include sweet bell peppers

Some of

the world ..

ot “Helping one animal won’t change
. but it will change the
world for that one animal!”

Tri-County
Humane Society

Dogs - 14; Puppies - 1; Cats - 46;
Kittens - 1; Guinea Pigs - 4; Rabbits - 2

735 8th St. NE ¢ PO Box 701
St. Cloud, MN 56302

320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org

Hours: Monday-Thursday Noon-6 p.m., Friday Noon-8 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m.-5 p.m. & Sunday Noon-5 p.m.

PETS/PET SUPPLIES

REG BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOG
& Bernedoodle pups. Shots, dews,
vet checked, wormed. $1200-$1500.
Ready to go May 8 & 25th. 715-257-
1078. No Sunday Calls! (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-
977-7030 (MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and New-
er. Competitive Offer! Nationwide
FREE Pick Up! Call Now For a Free
Quote! 888-366-5659(MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET

DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels
& 1000s of Shows/Movies On De-
mand (w/SELECT Package.) AT&T
Internet 99 Percent Reliability. Un-
limited Texts to 120 Countries w/
AT&T Wireless. Call 4 FREE Quote-

1-844-245-2232 (MCN)

DISH Network $69.99 For 190
Channels. Add High Speed Internet
for ONLY $14.95/month. Best Tech-
nology. Best Value. Smart HD DVR
Included. FREE Installation. Some
restrictions apply. Call 1-855-434-
0020 (MCN)

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Inter-
net & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB
per second speed No contract or
commitment. More Channels. Fast-
er Internet. Unlimited Voice. Call
1-855-577-7502. (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet.
As Low As $14.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-855-679-7096. (MCN)

DISH TV - Over 190 Channels
Now ONLY $59.99/mo! 2yr price
guarantee, FREE Installation! Save
HUNDREDS over Cable and DI-
RECTV. Add Internet as low as
$14.95/mo! 1-800-732-9635 (MCN)

EDUCATION
GRANTHAM UNIVERSITY -
Online Degree Programs. Masters

- Bachelors - Associates. Flexi-
ble schedules. Affordable tuition.
Engineering, Business, Health &

Science. MILITARY FRIENDLY!
To learn more, call: 888-743-8724
(Mon-Fri) (MCN)

FINANCIAL

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free
in 24-48 months. Pay a fraction of
what you owe. A+ BBB rated. Call
National Debt Relief 855-995-1557
(MCN)

FOR SALE

Trailer Sale: “Free Spare” with
all Steel single axle utility trailers
in-stock (Ends 05/08/19). 8X20
Enclosed construction trailers; Alu-
minum single axle utility trailers;
14k, 16k & 20,000lb. Gravity-tilt
skidloader trailers; 15 models of
DUMP trailers. Information & pric-
es: www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.
com 515-972-455 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a
button sends help FAST! Medical,
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t
reach a phone! FREE Brochure.
CALL 888-227-0525 (MCN)

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link.
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified.
Over 1500 medications available.
CALL Today For A Free Price Quote.
1-866-710-6889 Call Now! (MCN)

Start Saving BIG On Medica-
tions! Up To 90% Savings from
90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Medica-
tions Available! Prescriptions Req’d.
Pharmacy Checker Approved. CALL
Today for Your FREE Quote. 844-
903-1317. (MCN)

Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain
freedom with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more heavy tanks

and refills! Guaranteed Lowest Pric-
es! Call the Oxygen Concentrator
Store: 855-536-0324 (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and
Distribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor's Guide 1-855-520-9045 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/Midwest
(MCN)

BECOME A PUBLISHED AU-
THOR! We edit, print and distribute
your work internationally. We do
the work... You reap the Rewards!
Call for a FREE Author’s Submis-
sion Kit: 855-623-8796 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped
over a million families find senior
living. Our trusted, local advisors
help find solutions to your unique
needs at no cost to you. Call 1-888-
894-7038 (MCN)

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0
DOWN* with AT&T Next® and
AT&T Next Every Year? $250 Gift
Card for switching to AT&T! (*Req’s
well-qualified credit. Limits & re-
str's apply.) CALL 1-844-290-8275.

(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITYReceive maximum value of
write off for your taxes. Running
or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)

PROTECT YOUR HOME AND
FAMILY with Vivint Smart Home.
Call 844-500-8711 today to receive
a FREE $50 GIFTCARD with your
purchase. Use promo code: FREES0
(MCN)

Book Your Flight Today on Unit-
ed, Delta, American, Air France,
Air Canada. We have the best rates.
Call today to learn more 1-855-725-
6305 (MCN)

PERSONALS

Meet singles right now! No paid
operators, just real people like you.
Browse greetings, exchange mes-
sages and connect live. Try it free.
Call now: 855-651-0114. (MCN)

Wanna flirt and have some fun?
Livelinks is the best chatline for
meeting real singles who know how
to have a good time! Call Livelinks
and make a real connection. 866-
910-1044 (MCN)
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Rate

from front page

level of expectations. We keep
working hard to make things
go well or they will go away.
It’s been a long tradition of
making sure our kids do well
with parents and community
support.”

The Department of Educa-
tion reported statewide rates
increased for all racial/eth-
nic groups as well as English

learners, students receiving
special education services and
students qualifying for free or
reduced-price meals.

The gap between white and
nonwhite students reduced by
15 percent since 2014.

The U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation approved the state’s
plan for increasing graduation
rates, which set a goal of 90
percent of Minnesota’s stu-
dents graduating in four years
by 2020.

Realife Cooperative®
at Mueller Gardens

Yo, S5+ Senior Housing Community
Find your new home here!

iy "/'/ Independent Living « Ownership w/Tax Benefits ’
L Secure Community « Maintenance Free
Enjoy Friendship and Social Activitie

320-258-3094
6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud
realifecoopmuellergardens.org ‘@'

M
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photos by Carolyn Bertsch

Spring cleaning

Some Boy Scouts helped with the annual Lions Spring Cleanup Event April 27 in the Sartell
Middle School parking lot. They are (left to right) Matthew Dietz, 14; Grant Clark, 13; and Luke

Hintgen, 14, all of Sartell.

photo by Carolyn Bertsch

Lions members Mike DeLuca (left) and Cody Hauser, both of Sartell, assess a trailer filled with
unwanted items at the April 27 Lions Cleanup Event in the Sartell Middle School parking lot.

Saturday, May 18, 2019
St. Joseph, MN

8:30 am-Opening Ceremony
9:00 am- 5k Run/Walk/Wheel
10:00 am- Kids 1k Fun Run

11:00 am- Awards Ceremony

**Family fun event for all**
Variety of vendors on site.

Registration & Sponsorship information at:
WWW.THEOLDGLORYRUN.COM

Attention parents
of 2019 graduates

Parents of 2019 grads, please
be aware your student should
have received an email from
the school with a link to an
online form to collect bio in-
formation to be included in the
2019 Grad Tab publishing in the
May 31 edition of the Sartell-St.
Stephen Newsleader. Deadline
to submit these forms is Friday,
May 3. Please check in with
your student to ensure they
turn the information in in a
timely manner. Home-schooled
students or those attending
schools other than Sartell High
School are also encouraged to
submit their name, parents’
names, school they’re graduat-
ing from and future plans to be
included separately in the May
31 edition.



