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Summer swinging
The Riverside Jazz trombone section plays during the band’s concert July 9 at Val Smith Park. 
The trombonists are (from left) Gabe Fern, Lowell Larson, Chris O’Connell and Peter Olson. Ol-
son also serves as the group’s conductor.

Bernick’s arena to host Hockeyville 
check presentation, community ‘thank you’

A $10,000 check for rink up-
grades at Bernick’s Arena will 
be presented Tuesday, July 16, 
after Sartell’s runner-up finish 
in the Kraft Hockeyville com-
petition.

Bernick’s Arena was the 
only Minnesota arena to ad-
vance as a finalist.

To thank the community for 
support in the contest, there 
will be free pizza, hot dogs, 
chips and beverages from 6 
to 6:45 p.m. followed by the 
check presentation at 7 p.m.

The food will be provided 
by House of Pizza, Coborn’s, 
Kraft and Bernick’s.

Kraft Hockeyville is an an-
nual competition sponsored 
by Kraft Foods, the National 
Hockey League and the NHL 
Players’ Association in which 
communities compete to 
demonstrate their commit-
ment to hockey. 

“The passion for hockey in 
this community is like none I 
have ever seen,” Sartell Youth 
Hockey Association Board 
President and Assistant High 
School Coach Cory Oberg said 
in a press release. “This pas-
sion is fueled by active associ-

Sartell woman takes silver at Senior Games
by Mike Knaak

editor@thenewsleaders.

com

Violet Halverson re-
turned to the medal 
winners stand, this time 
for a Silver Medal at the 
National Senior Games.

Halverson, 94, of Sar-
tell won her medal in 
shuffleboard competing 
against other women in 
the 90-94 age group.

The games took place 
in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, June 14-25 with 

more than 14,000 com-
petitors.

She played seven 
games in three days.

“I won every game 
until the last game,” 
Halverson said, losing 
to the eventual Gold 
Medal winner, Shirley 
Stein from Kansas.

“I beat her badly the 
first game but she took 
care of me in the last 
game,” Halverson said.

Two years ago, Halv-
erson won the gold med-
al in the same event.

About a half dozen 
friends traveled to the 
tournament to cheer for 
her.

To qualify for this 
year’s national event, 
she competed in the 
state contest in Manka-
to.

Twice widowed, Halv-
erson learned the game 
after she and her first 
husband moved to Ari-
zona for health reasons. 
A cabinet in her Grand 

contributed photo

Violet Halverson (right) stands on the medal 
platform at the National Senior Games with Sara 
Sievert (left) and Shirley Stein.Medal • page 2

Police 
specialist 
honored
by Dennis Dalman

news@thenewsleaders.com

Kelly Hanson, communica-
tions specialist for the Sartell Po-
lice Department, was the recipi-
ent of not one – but two – awards 
for excellence at the July 8 City 
Council meeting.

The honors were presented by 
Sartell Police Chief Jim Hughes, 
who delivered bouquets of praise 
for Hanson’s longtime work for 
the department.

One award, the “Circle of Ex-
cellence,” is from the Professional 
Law Enforcement Assistants As-
sociation, which promotes high 
degrees of skill and efficiency 
for staff members who support 
law-enforcement agencies.

Award • page 3

contributed photo

This artist’s conception by HMA Architects shows what the 
outdoor sheet of covered ice would look like when it’s built 
next to Bernick’s Arena in Sartell.Hockey• back page 

Raden golf tournament
planned for July 25

The Scott M. Raden Memorial 
Golf Tournament is scheduled 
for 11:30 a.m. Thursday, July 25 
at Blackberry Ridge, 3125 Club-
house Road, Sartell. The tour-
nament celebrates the legacy of 
Scott Raden. All proceeds go to 
Sartell golf teams and the ALS 
Association. www.scottmraden-
memorialgolftournament.org.

Unity Spiritual Center
to host pet blessing

The sixth annual Unity Spiri-
tual Pet Blessing is scheduled for 
10 a.m. Sunday, July 14, at 931 
Fifth Ave. N., Sartell. All people 
and animals are welcome.

Mississippi restoration
event set July 20

A restoration project to im-
prove the Mississippi River will 
be held from 9 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, July 20 at Talahi Woods 
(near Riverside Park). As part of 
Minnesota Public Radio’s Water 
Month, MPR personalities, hosts 
and staff welcomes members, 
listeners and the community to 
volunteer working side-by-side 
to remove invasive species and 
plant native grasses. This free 
event is family friendly. All nec-
essary supplies including water, 
gloves, shovels, T-shirts and a 
light breakfast, snacks and lunch 
will be provided. To register, vis-
it greatrivergreening.org/events/
volunteer-with-grg-mpr/

Senior Games
volunteers needed

Athletes 50 years of age and 
older will compete in more than 
20 sports on Aug. 1-4 in the St. 
Cloud area. Volunteers will be 
needed at a variety of events 
during the games. Each volunteer 
will receive a 2019 Minnesota Se-
nior Games T-shirt and those who 
sign up for two or more shifts will 
be entered to win a $100 Visa 
gift card. Visit mnseniorgames.
com to volunteer or email rsvp.
msg@ci.stcloud.mn.us.

Country Manor seeks
outing, excursion assistant

Volunteers assist staff at 
Country Manor in taking small 
groups of residents into the com-
munity for various activities. A 
volunteer’s primary responsibil-
ity while on the outings is to 
pair up with a resident and help 
push their wheelchair. Exam-
ples of outings include going 
out to lunch, shopping, fishing, 
special holiday events and bowl-
ing. Contact Casaundra, Country 
Manor campus volunteer coordi-
nator, at 320-253-1920 or chein-
en@countrymanorcampus.org.
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“Life is better with Accurate Hearing.”

320-258-4494 or 1-888-407-4327

161 19th St. S. • Ste. 111 • Sartell 
www.accuratehearingservices.com

• Free Hearing Screenings • Hearing Aid Sales & Service

• Clean & Check All Hearing Aid Brands

REIMBURSED STIPEND VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

t eran ocial er ice o  innesota is loo ing or 
ol nteers  55  to ser e in o r  Com anion rogram. 

r ol nteers recei e a sti en  mileage reim rsment 
an  ot er ene its.

Contact Janel Heinen at 320.241.5173 or email 
Janel.Heinen@lssmn.org

Larry Rudolph, Optician

306 Main St. E. 

St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380

320-252-6924 Home

St. Stephen 
Optical

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday- Thursd ay;  8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday;  8 a.m.-noon SaturdayHours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday- Thursd a

(formerly Index 53)

PLANTS  

Woodland Hostas

15387 Fruit Farm Road

St. Jo se ph • 320-291-7381 

www.woodlandhast as. co m

TRUCKING

Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global Transp ortation Service

St. Jo se ph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR

Auto Body 2000

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)

St. Jose ph • 320-363-1116

PIANO LESSONS 
Judy’s Piano Studio

Enrolling st udents for fall

Available times 2:30-7 p.m.

Sauk Rapids • 320-240-8938

Call the Sartell-St. Stephen Newsleaders at 320-363-7741
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View Estates apartment holds 
shelves full of trophies she 
won at shuffleboard tourna-
ments at RV parks and other 
places in Arizona.

The game is more popular 
in Arizona where participants 
can play on outdoor boards 
year-round.

Shuffleboard  players wield 
cues to push weighted discs 
across the floor, trying to get 
the discs to come to a stop on 
one of six scoring areas of the 
triangular board – with scor-
ing values being 10, 8, 8, 7, 7 
and 10-off (meaning if a disc 
lands there, it’s a minus-10 
score for the player).

“There’re a lot of tricks 
to it,” Halverson said. “The 
boards are not perfectly 
smooth. You have to learn 
which way the disc goes.”

Halverson was born and 
raised on a farm near Hinck-
ley.

She remembers playing 
sports with her brothers in-
cluding hanging a basket 
from a granary for basketball 
and using a fishing pole to 
create a high-jump bar.

After high school, she 
joined the Army during World 
War II and served. When she 
was discharged, she worked 
in Hinckley helping veterans 
with benefits and insurance. 
She married her first hus-
band in 1949 and the couple 
adopted three children. After 
her second husband died, she 
moved back to Minnesota in 
2005.

Will Halverson try for a 
three-peat at the next Senior 
Games scheduled in 2021 in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida?

She is not willing to com-
mit.

“My back and legs are 
wearing out,” Halverson said.

Medal
from front page

Blotter
If you have a tip concerning a 

crime, call the Sartell Police 

Department at 320-251-8186 or 

Tri-County Crime Stoppers at 

320-255-1301, or access its tip 

site at tricountycrimestoppers.

org. Crime Stoppers offers re-

wards up to $1,000 for informa-

tion leading to the arrest and 

conviction of those responsible 

for a crime.

June 26
1:42 a.m. DWI. Riverside Av-
enue N. An officer witnessed 
a vehicle failing to maintain 
speed and then speeding. The 
officer stopped the vehicle and 
found the driver to be intoxicat-
ed. The driver was arrested and 
taken to Stearns County Jail. 
The passenger in the vehicle 
was given a ride home.

June 27
11:26 a.m. Fire alarm. Pinecone 
Road N. Officers and the fire 
department responded to a fire 
alarm. A leak in the roof caused 
a short in the fire alarm causing 
it to activate.

June 28
11:55 p.m. Motor vehicle tam-
pering. First Street NE. Officers 
were dispatched to a group of 
juveniles who were entering 
vehicles. When officers arrived, 
one juvenile fled. Officers ap-
prehended the juvenile, cited 
him and released him into the 
custody of his parent.

June 29
10:20 p.m. Traffic stop. High-
view Drive W. An officer con-
ducting a license-plate check 
found a driver with a revoked 
license. The officer stopped the 
vehicle and cited the driver. 
A passenger who had a valid 
license was allowed to drive 

from the scene.

June 30
12:50 p.m. Warrant. CR 1. An 
officer conducted a license- 
plate check. The owner had a 
canceled license and an arrest 
warrant. The officer stopped 
the vehicle. The driver was cit-
ed for the canceled license and 
arrested for the warrant.

July 1
4:05 a.m. DWI. CR 120. An offi-
cer stopped a vehicle for a light 
that was out on the vehicle. The 
driver was found to be impaired 
and arrested for DWI. The pas-
senger who was going to be al-
lowed to drive the vehicle away 
was found to have a warrant for 
their arrest. Both individuals 
were taken to Stearns County 
Jail.

July 2
2:45 p.m. Shoplifting. CR 120. 
Officers were dispatched to a 
shoplifting call. While in route 
the individual fled on foot. The 
individual was apprehended af-
ter a brief chase. The individual 
was cited for the theft and flee-
ing from the officers and then 
arrested for multiple warrants.

July 3
12:35 p.m. Intoxicated person. 
Pinecone Road. Officers were 
dispatched to an intoxicated 
person who had entered a busi-
ness. Because of his level of in-
toxication, officers transported 
him to the St Cloud detox facil-
ity.

July 4
9:30 a.m. DWI CR 120. An of-
ficer ran a license plate in the 
parking lot of a business. The 
owner of the vehicle had a war-
rant for their arrest. Talking to 
the driver, the officer learned 
he was the owner and he had 
an open container in the vehi-
cle. The driver was arrested for 
the warrant, the DWI and trans-
ported to Stearns County Jail.

July 5
9:35 p.m. Warrant arrest. Riv-
er Oaks Lane. Officers serving 
a warrant on an individual ar-
rived to find that individual not 
at home. Speaking with people 
in the area, the officers were 
told another person who was 
there had a warrant for their 
arrest. Officers confirmed the 
warrant and that person was 
transported to Stearns County 
Jail.

July 6
2:15 p.m. Traffic stop. Benton 
Drive N. An officer witnessed a 
vehicle fail to signal a turn. The 
driver was found to have a can-
celed license. The individual 
was taken into custody and the 
vehicle was secured so a family 
member could collect it later.

July 7
6:20 p.m. Traffic stop. Riverside 
Avenue S. An officer witnessed 
a vehicle speeding. After stop-
ping the car, the officer could 
smell marijuana coming. The 
driver was cited for having a 
suspended license, no proof of 
insurance, the marijuana and 
paraphernalia.

July 8
12:20 p.m. Unwanted person. 
Sundance. An officer was dis-
patched to a call of two individ-
uals on private property who 
were not supposed to be there. 
The officer spoke with the in-
dividuals who stated they were 
waiting on a friend. The indi-
viduals left the property.

July 9
12:40 p.m. No pay. Twin Riv-
ers Court. An officer was dis-
patched to a gas station for an 
unpaid fuel purchase. The offi-
cer met with the owner of the 
vehicle that drove off and the 
owner stated it was a mistake 
and paid for the fuel purchase.
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Treat your water 

without chemicals!

Call Traut Companies 

today to get rid of 

stains and odor. 

We have the advanced 

technology needed 

to solve iron and 

sulfur problems using 

NO CHEMICALS!

An authorized dealer for

320-251-5090

800-728-5091

141 28th Avenue South 

Waite Park, MN

trautcompanies.comWe Know Water from the Bottom to the Tap

Well Drilling

Certified 

Testing Lab

Water 

Treatment

Sprinkler 

Systems

Pump Service 

and Repair

Commercial 

and Residential

Two Sartell students were 

recently named to the spring 

dean’s list at the University of 

North Dakota, Grand Forks. 

They are Katlyn Ramseth and 

Katelyn Stalboerger. To qual-

ify for the the dean's list, 

students achieve a grade-point 

average in the top 15 percent 

of the enrollment.

Three Sartell students

recently graduated from the 

University of North Dakota, 

Grand Forks. The students 

and their degrees are: Alli-

son Prochnow, bachelor’s de-

gree in visual arts; Zachery 

Weiler, bachelor’s degrees in 

sociology and criminal jus-

tice studies; and Makayla 

Wittmer-George, bachelor’s 

degree in business adminis-

tration.

Katharine Zoeller of Sar-

tell recently graduated from 

Concordia University, St. Paul.  

She completed her bachelor’s 

degree in psychology with 

high distinction indicating a 

grade-point average of 3.9.

Austin Sura of Sartell has 

been named to the spring 

dean's list at the University of 

Notre Dame's (Indiana) Col-

lege of Engineering. Students 

who achieve dean's honors  

represent the top 30 percent of 

students in their college.

Eric Karpel of Sartell grad-

uated from Cal Poly Pomona 

(California) with a degree in 

graphic design.

Kate Karpel of Sartell grad-

uate with honors with a de-

gree in fashion design from 

Columbia College in Chicago.

Three Sartell students re-

cently graduated from The 

College of St. Scholastica, Du-

luth. The students are Sarah 

Symanietz,  cum laude with a 

bachelor’s degree in biology; 

Kelly Murphy, summa cum 

laude with a bachelor’s degree 

in nursing; and Mackenzie 

Schad with a bachelor’s de-

gree in nursing.

Zachary Fisher of Sartell 

has been named to the spring 

semester dean’s list at Drake 

University, Des Moines, Iowa. 

To be eligible for the deans’ 

list a student earns a 3.5 or 

higher grade-point average.

Two Sartell students

earned degrees at The College 

of St. Scholastica, Duluth. The 

students and their degrees 

are: Nicole Nelsen, doctor-

ate in nursing; and Meaghan 

Baldwin, master’s in business 

administration.

Thirty-five Sartell stu-

dents have been named to 

the spring semester dean's 

list at St. Cloud State Univer-

sity. To be eligible, students 

must have a grade-point av-

erage of 3.75 or higher on 

a 4.0 scale. The students 

are: Brooke Amundson, Osa-

ma Ayyub, Casey Becker, Jor-

dyn Brandt, Riley Buck, Kyle 

Cielinski, Caleb Clem-

ens, Tyler Cronquist, Mat-

thew Dockendorf, Tyler 

Elness, Paige Elyea, Rob-

ert Entenmann, Kyle Erick-

son, Alexis Haas, Luke Hen-

derson, Anna Hince, Luke 

Kessler, Audrey Kotas-

ka, Amanda Lengyel, Dono-

van Magney, Kayleen Mar-

tins, Bryan Mayotte, Dylan 

Noehring, Jonathan Ole-

son, Courtney Olund, Aaron 

Randall, Stephanie Reil, Lau-

rie Robles Ramirez, Jor-

dan Roller, Michael So-

rensen, Darek Stachows-

ki, Katherine Strand, Megan 

VanHeel, Jarrett Weispfen-

nig and Marisa Wood.

Twenty-seven Sartell stu-

dents recently graduated from 

St. Cloud State University. 

The students and their de-

grees are: Deqo Ahmed, mas-

ter’s in social work; Brooke 

Amundson, bachelor’s; Anna 

Bailey, master’s; Deborah 

Beumer, bachelor’s; Lance 

Doeden, bachelor’s; Paige 

Elyea, magna cum laude, 

bachelor’s; Alexis Gent, cum 

laude, bachelor’s; Gabrielle 

Hagen, summa cum laude, 

bachelor’s; Haley Hanson, 

cum laude, bachelor’s; The-

resa Haugen, master’s; Jor-

dan Heinen, magna cum 

laude, bachelor’s; Julieanne 

Hintgen, graduate certifi-

cate; Suhaib Kazzaz, mas-

ter's; Bailey Klinghagen, cum 

laude, bachelor’s; Kelly Mag-

er, master’s; Sarah Majer-

le, master’s; Steven Maus, 

cum laude, bachelor’s; Hafis 

Mensah, cum laude, bache-

lor’s; Hannah Ronyak, cum 

laude, bachelor’s; Samantha 

Schiller, bachelor’s; Nicholas 

Schramel, bachelor’s; Daniel 

Silvers, summa cum laude, 

bachelor’s; Mikayla Stock-

inger, summa cum laude, 

bachelor’s; Michaela Van 

der Vyver, bachelor’s; Cody 

Walters, bachelor’s; Jordan 

Wieber, cum laude, bache-

lor’s; and Daniel Wilson, cum 

laude, bachelor’s.

Jennifer Emery of Sartell 

recently earned a Certificate in 

Teaching at the College of St. 

Scholastica in Duluth.

Five Sartell students re-

cently graduated from Central 

Lakes College, Brainerd and 

Staples. The students are: Je-

nae Anderson, Rebekah Ku-

cala, Taylor Traut, Tiffany 

Traut and Kyle Tveit.

Kyler Krush of Sartell re-

cently graduated from the 

University of Wisconsin-Plat-

teville. 

Three Sartell students were 

recently named to the spring 

dean's list at St. John's Uni-

versity. The students are Dean 

Amundson, Elliot Edeburn 

and Brandon Kramer. To be 

included on the dean's list, 

students earn  semester grade-

point average of at least 3.80.

People

The other award, the Merito-
rious Service Award, was from 
Hughes on behalf of the Sartell 
Police Department.

“Thank you very much,” said 
Hanson after receiving the two 
awards from Hughes as the coun-
cil applauded.

Hanson has worked for the 
Sartell Police Department for 23 
years, the last 19 of them as com-
munications specialist. She helps 
with walk-in calls and requests 
for information from the public, 
files records, handles a wide va-
riety of phone calls, cross-trains 
a city hall staff member to help 
with records, works with city staff 
on all sorts of needs and serves 
as a mentor for clerical staff. 

In addition, 
Hughes noted 
she had given 
professional 
input when 
a r c h i t e c t s 
were design-
ing the new 
records and 
communica-
tions center in 
the new police station in the 
Public Safety Facilities building 
now under construction. She has 
been assisting with data entry 
for the fire department to create 
a smooth transition between the 
two departments when the new 
facility opens.

“She (Hanson) come to work 
with a smile on her face and a 
commitment to the agency that 
any administrator would like to 
see,” Hughes told the council, 
adding that Hanson is the “back-
bone of our operations.”

Award
from front page

Hanson
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ways to save!ways to save!ways to save!ays to sav
No Membership 

Fee
Convenient 

One-Stop 
Shopping

Only Buy 
What I Need

more Rewards 
program

Locally and 
Employee-Owned

Variety

You don’t have to pay to 

shop in store! 

You don’t have to buy in 

bulk and big packages to 

save!

The dollars you spend at 

your local Coborn’s stores 

stay local and supports 

the vitality of our local 

economy.

Choose from 10 times the 

amount of products – find 

the size and flavor that 

works for you!

With such a huge 

assortment, you don’t have 

to shop around. And you 

can use the convenient 

online curbside pick-up 

service with the same prices 

you pay in store.

You save on everything 

from fuel to pet products to 

prescriptions.

071219_cobMORECmpgn_6x6_25Nwsldr

Choose Local.
Choose Coborn’s!

works for you!

LAKESIDE DINING & COCKTAILS

WWW.FISHERSCLUB.COM

320.356.7372

425 STRATFORD ST. W AVON, MN

TUESDAY - THURSDAY 4-9PM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY 11AM-10PM

SUNDAY 9AM-9PM

NOW OPEN TUESDAYS | 4pm-9pm

SUNDAY BRUNCH 9AM-12PM

BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS & BLOODY MARY'S

Wednesday Night is
Family Night!

10 Fish Tacos + 2
Sides $49.95

to share Family Style!

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP

LIVE MUSIC EVERY SATURDAY 7-10PM

PAUL JENSEN JULY 13TH

JAKE & LEE JULY 20TH

MON, JUL 22•7:00PM

“SOLITARY” CD RELEASE CONCERT!

Bitstream brings YouTube access for local sports
by Dennis Dalman

news@thenewsleaders.com

When Brian Lommel was 
setting up his video gear for 
a hockey game, a woman 
walked over to him with tears 
in her eyes and thanked him.

She told Lommel that, 
thanks to him, her son’s grand-
mother, who lives in a South-
ern state, was finally able to 
watch her grandson play hock-
ey – the first time she was able 
to see him play.

A Sartell resident, Lommel 
is executive producer/owner, 
along with co-owner Jason 
Bambenek, of Bitstream Pro-
ductions, which he founded in 
November of last year. Lom-
mel, 53, has a degree in mar-
keting from St. Cloud State 
University.

Since that time, he – with 
help from wife Donna – has 
videotaped almost 120 mainly 
hockey games for broadcast 
on YouTube. Most of the lo-
cal games were played at the 
Bernick’s Arena in Sartell. At 
first, Lommel’s son Jonathan 
was his video assistant, but 
when he landed a full-time 
job elsewhere, Donna gladly 
agreed to help as assistant 
videographer, and there they 
were every weekend from No-
vember through late March, 
filming the games.

The groups Lommels work 
with as videographers are Sar-
tell Youth Hockey, Storm’n Sa-
bres Girls High School Hockey 
Team, St. John’s University 
Club Hockey Team, Sauk Rap-

ids/Sartell Lacrosse Team, St. 
Cloud Muskies Amateur Base-
ball, A110 Athletics, Western 
Collegiate Club Hockey Asso-
ciation and Minnesota War-
riors Hockey.

Hockey seems to run in the 
blood of the Lommel fami-
ly. Brian and son Jonathan 
are goaltenders for the Hock-
ey Finders League. Daughter 
Jayden plays for the Storm’n 
Sabres hockey team and while 
wife Donna never played 
hockey, she was a cheerleader 
for the hockey team when she 
was a student at Sauk Rap-
ids-Rice High School. The old-
est Lommel daughter, Jordan, 
doesn’t play hockey, but she 
loves to dance.

It was his love of hockey 
and his two decades of exper-
tise with technology and vide-
ography that convinced Lom-
mel to form his production 
company. When he worked 
years ago for Best Buy, he 
missed so many of Jayden’s 
games and felt bad about it. 
He was also keenly aware of 
how many parents, siblings 
and relatives of hockey players 
had to miss games because of 
busy scheduling conflicts or 
other reasons.

Wouldn’t it be nice, he 
thought, if he could create pro-
fessional video productions of 
the games for all to see when 
time allowed? His instinct was 
right on the mark. Bitstream 
Productions’ games coverage 
now averages 350 views each 
game, with some as many as 
1,000 views, including some 

games watched as far away as 
Afghanistan. The productions 
are also big hits with coaches 
and players who watch the 
games to study the plays and 
to improve their skills.

“I always thought these lo-
cal teams don’t get as much 
coverage as they deserve,” 
Lommel said. “It’s important 
to tell their stories, their play-
ing, on video.”

The fans of Bitstream whole-
heartedly agree. For example, a 
neighbor told Lommel she was 
stunned to see her young son 
up so early one morning, eat-
ing cereal in his room – such 
a rarity because usually she 
would have to coax, cajole and 
all-but-pry him out of bed in 
the mornings. That morning, 
she discovered, he was avidly 
watching a Bitstream video of 
him and his Mites teammates 
playing hockey.

And it’s not just hockey 
fans who enjoy Bitstream pro-
ductions. The Lommels have 
also recorded amateur base-
ball and lacrosse games. In 
fact, in late July, they’ll record 
12 games for the Waite Park 
Babe Ruth Association.

Lommel’s company has two 
mottoes: “Bringing Action to 
You!” and “Changing the Way 
We Watch Youth Sports.” He 
had seen other amateur sports 
productions on YouTube, but 
most often they lacked quality. 
Lommel was determined to 
do it the right way and so he 
worked very hard to tweak his 
skills and to find just the right 
technological solutions. He 

and Donna do the recording, 
but they also have unmanned 
cameras stationed here and 
there at a field or arena. Lom-
mel also does productions of 
nonsporting events, complete 
with post-production services.

“It takes a lot of prep work,” 
he said. "We have to plot out 
the camera positions, prepare 
a lot of graphics, work in the 
logos and advertisements. The 
whole thing is an ongoing 
process of discovery and in-
vention, and sometimes we 
find ourselves doing things on 
the fly. I used to take a photo 
of the scoreboard and then 
superimpose it, but now I can 
do it automatically right from 

the camera. We can also do 
slow motion now. The (hock-
ey) goal cameras we figured 
out could be placed on glass 
with suction cups.”

Bitstream Productions is a 
full-time job for Brian and 
Donna Lommel, with huge 
help from co-owner Bam-
benek, who is superb at strat-
egizing the business, Lommel 
noted.

“My job is an example 
of that saying about finding 
something you love and it 
won’t feel like work,” Lommel 
said. “That’s it exactly.”

To sample some of the Lom-
mels’ works, visit www.bit-
streamproductions.live

contributed photo

Brian and Donna Lommel spend a lot of time in their at-home 
studio of Bitstream Productions. Since November of last year, 
they have produced almost 120 video productions of local 
youth sports games, mainly hockey, but also some baseball 
and lacrosse games. The games are live-streamed via YouTube.
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I’m pleased to announce my 
move to Ameriprise Financial  

Jon Warner  
Financial Advisor 
Legacy Financial Partners 
A  private wealth advisory pracce of Ameriprise 
Financial Services, Inc.  

2300 13th Ave S, Suite B 
Fargo, ND 58103 
O: 701.232.8886 
C: 320.266.0303 
jon.warner@ampf.com 
planwithLFP.com 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.  
©2019 Ameriprise Financial, Inc.  

8805 Ridgewood Court, St. Joseph

beelineservice.com

320-363-1433

Auto, Truck, RV & Trailer Repair

320-258-3094
6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

realifecoopmuellergardens.org

Independent Living  • Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Secure Community • Maintenance Free
Enjoy Friendship and Social Activities

Find your new home here!
55+ Senior Housing Community

Realife Cooperative 
at Mueller Gardens

Sartell gets $513,000 rehab grant
by Dennis Dalman

news@thenewsleaders.com

A grant application applied 
for by the city of Sartell in 
February has been granted – 
$513,000 for home rehab proj-
ects given via the Minnesota 
Department of Employment 
and Economic Development.

It is good news for Sartell 
because it is $53,000 more 
than the amount requested in 
the grant application. In its ap-
plication in February, the city 
asked for $460,000.

It is a Small Cities Develop-
ment Grant, and Sartell was 
one of many Minnesota cities 
to receive one, with the av-
erage grant amount of from 
$400,000 to $600,000. A to-
tal of $43 million, funded by 
the state, will be disbursed 
throughout Minnesota.

Sartell has the grant admin-
istered for specific rehab work 
through the Central Minnesota 
Housing Partnership.

There is enough money for 

five projects of owner-occu-
pied places (up to $24,000 
per project); two projects 
for single-family rentals (up 
to $24,000 per project), two 
units of duplex rentals (up to 
$12,000 per unit); and numer-
ous multi-family rental units 
(up to $12,500 per unit). The 
funds could be used for rehab 
projects that include roofing, 
siding, windows, doors, insu-
lation, electrical, plumbing, 
health-and-safety, energy effi-
ciency, accessibility and lead 
paint remediation.

The funds will not have to 
be repaid back for owner-oc-
cupied dwellings as long as the 
owner lives for seven years in 
the property as homestead sta-
tus. If the owner moves, mon-
ey owed would be pro-rated 
for repayment at no interest. 
Any funds repaid would go 
back into a revolving fund for 
future Sartell residential rehab 
projects.

Sartell Administrator Mary 
Degiovanni said a similar 

Small Cities Grant was given 
to Sartell in 2013 for home re-
hab projects in 2014 and 2015, 
mainly for homes on Sartell’s 
east side, but with 10 rental 
properties on the city’s west 
side.

This new grant money will 
be used in three target areas in 
Sartell. One of them is an own-
er-occupied residential area in 
the city east of the Mississippi 
River and just northeast of the 
dam; another target area, also 
of owner-occupied dwellings, 
is between Second Street S. 
and Sartell Street W. The third 
consists of multi-family rent-
al buildings just east of the 
school district’s office building 
(the former Sartell School of 
decades ago).

To be eligible for this partic-
ular grant, a project must meet 
one of three objectives: benefit 
people of low and moderate 
incomes, eliminate slum and 
blighted conditions or elimi-
nate an urgent threat to public 
health or safety.

Walls keep rising
at safety facilities’ site
by Dennis Dalman

news@thenewsleaders.com

Walls keep rising practically 
overnight at the site of Sartell’s 
Public Safety Facilities campus 
along Pinecone Road N. and 
Heritage Drive.

A ground-breaking ceremo-
ny took place at the site about a 
month ago and already the two 
buildings are visually definable.

The site will be the new 
home for both the Sartell Police 
Department and the Sartell Fire 
Department. The current site 
for those departments, back to 
back on Second Street, has long 
been inadequate to accommo-
date their needs.

Last year, after much study 
and detailed input from mem-
bers of the police and fire de-
partments, the city council ap-
proved construction of the new 
facilities. The architectural firm 
chosen for the project is HMA 
Architects, the same company 
that designed the Sartell Com-
munity Center. Strack Cos. was 
selected to be the projects’ con-
struction manager.

The current police station 
and fire department, combined, 
total only 12,500 square feet. 
The new facilities will be al-
most four times bigger – 49,000 
square feet.

The buildings of orange-tan 
brick and metal exterior resem-
ble aesthetically the city’s com-
munity center and its city hall.

Murray Mack of HMA archi-
tects told the City Council the 
input from police officers and 
firefighters was indispensable 
in helping his firm design the 

structures. Mack said the proj-
ect is “like hitting a home run 
for the city.”

The facilities will contain a 
vast array of specialized rooms: 
a police booking area, a large 
lobby, dictation room, da-
ta-storage room, other secured 
storage rooms, offices for po-
lice personnel, administrative 
rooms, a conference room and 

two training rooms. The fire de-
partment structure will feature 
a training tower for firefighters, 
a fitness room, locker rooms, 
an interview area, a very large 
bay for fire vehicles and other 
equipment, a wash room for 
firefighting gear, a dining area, 
a quiet room and break rooms.

The facilities will be com-
pleted in early 2020.

photo by Dennis Dalman

Rapid progress is being made at the Sartell Public Safety 
Facilities site, which is expected to open in early 2020. The 
construction manager is Strack Cos. HMA Architects designed 
the project.

Got a comment?
Post it on our website at www.thenewsleaders.com.

Pre-planning is a smart idea!
Have peace-of-mind by planning ahead to save
            your loved ones emotional and financial burden. 

(800) 818-5836   murphygranite.com
MURPHY GRANITE CARVING

MGC
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Lots of big events happened at our 
house on the south side of St. Cloud in 
the summer of 1969.

We bought our first color TV, my 
first year of high school loomed and I 
learned to drive (behind the wheel of a 
huge 1968 Chevrolet that barely fit on 
the old 10th Street Bridge).

And oh yes, American astronauts 
landed on the moon.

On July 20, a humid Sunday night 50 
years ago, Buzz Aldrin and Neil Arm-
strong climbed down a ladder to the 
lunar surface while the world watched 
the fuzzy black-and-white television 
images.

This summer we remember key anni-
versaries of two of the most significant 
events of the 20th century.

In June, Americans and our World 
War II allies honored the D-Day veter-
ans who invaded France 75 years ago.

On D-Day, the survival of the west-
ern democracies was at stake. Sending 
astronauts to the moon was a more 
symbolic challenge to prove America’s 
technical and entrepreneurial superior-
ity over the Soviet Union. But both de-
manded vision, inspirational leadership 
and involved tremendous risk.

Just weeks after NASA launched Alan 
Shepard on America’s first manned 
flight, President Kennedy proposed that 
the U.S. land on the moon by the end 
of the 1960s. An audacious idea chal-
lenged the country’s scientists and tech-
nical companies. The big idea inspired 
Americans to reach for a history-chang-
ing achievement.

The only problem, we didn’t know 

how to do it. None of the machines to 
get to the moon had been built or test-
ed.

Failure to achieve the goal would 
have embarrassed the country, espe-
cially if the Soviets reached the moon 
first. We’ve heard the quote from NA-
SA’s leaders many times: “Failure was 
not on option.”

When Franklin Roosevelt, Dwight 
Eisenhower and Winston Churchill 
planned D-Day, failure was definitely a 
possibility and with catastrophic conse-
quences. In his message to the troops, 
Eisenhower wrote: “We will accept 
nothing less than full victory!”

These two very different historic 
events share common characteristics: 
bold vision, teamwork at all levels and 
big risks.

With great sacrifice and bravery, 
D-Day succeeded. With trusted leader-
ship, the efforts of hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans and technical excel-
lence, Armstrong and Aldrin walked on 
the moon.

Could Americans meet those historic 
challenges today? Given a life-or-death 
mission or a visionary goal, what would 
be the result?

Who would be today’s Eisenhower, 
Roosevelt or Kennedy?

In a September 1962 speech, Kenne-
dy said: “We choose to go to the moon 
in this decade and do the other things, 
not because they are easy, but because 
they are hard, because that goal will 
serve to organize and measure the best 
of our energies and skills, because that 
challenge is one that we are willing to 
accept, one we are unwilling to post-
pone, and one which we intend to win, 
and the others, too.”

What leader would dare to speak 
similar words today?

Kennedy and Eisenhower envisioned 
success, but success was not guaran-
teed. Eisenhower wrote a message in 
case the invasion failed and he was 
ready to take the blame.

“Our landings in the Cher-
bourg-Havre area have failed to gain a 
satisfactory foothold and I have with-
drawn the troops. My decision to attack 
at this time and place was based upon 
the best information available. The 
troops, the air and the Navy did all that 
Bravery and devotion to duty could do. 
If any blame or fault attaches to the at-
tempt it is mine alone.”

In this time and place, it’s time for vi-
sionary leadership to turn back climate 
change. The consequences of failure or 
inaction are just as great as on D-Day. 
The technology needed to stop global 
warming is just as experimental as the 
path to the moon was in 1961.

In 50 or 75 years, Americans should 
look back on the summer of 2019 as a 
time when American leadership set a 
visionary and essential goal and chal-
lenged the country to meet it.

The Newsleaders 
1622 11th Ave S.

St. Cloud, MN 56304

Please include your full name for publication (and address and phone number for verification only).

Email: news@thenewsleaders.com

OpinionOpinion
Our View Are we ready for today’s big idea?

Mike 

Knaak

Editor

Whose voices should 
shape the image 
of Central Minnesota?

A front-page story in the June 21 New York Times 
reported on St. Cloud’s anti-Muslim, anti-immigration 
advocates.

It’s not the first time Central Minnesota’s racist and 
xenophobic atitudes have received statewide and even 
national attention.

In the print edition, the headline read “Resettled 
refugees unsettle a mostly white city.”

The online story carried a more detailed headline: 
“These People Aren’t Coming From Norway: Refugees 
in a Minnesota City Face a Backlash. As more Somali 
refugees arrive in St. Cloud, white anti-immigration 
activists have pressed an increasingly explicit an-
ti-Muslim agenda.”

Predictably, locals responded the Concerned Com-
munity Citizens crew quoted in the story does not 
speak for the entire area or a majority of residents. An 
editorial in the St. Cloud Times called on people with 
a different viewpoint to step up and speak up.

These stories will continue to appear and the 
notion St. Cloud is a place that does not welcome 
diversity and change will keep coming as long as a 
noisy few appear to speak for all. If the anti-Muslim, 
anti-immigrant viewpoint is truly held by a minority, 
only words and more importantly actions, prove it.

Meanwhile, St. Cloud will continue to be known 
across the country as White Cloud. That image does 
not stop at the St. Cloud city limits. Sartell, St. Joseph, 
Sauk Rapids and Waite Park residents need to speak 
and act their true beliefs.

In St. Joseph, the Cultural Bridges group sponsors 
programs to help immigrants become part of the 
community. English classes, citizenship education, 
community meals and job counseling reach out to 
the city’s newest residents. Cultural Bridges has taken 
action as well as offered words.

In addition to the legal and moral issues raised 
by xenophobia and racism, there’s also a component 
of economic self interest. When companies research 
where to locate, when families decide where to accept 
a new job or parents decide where to send sons and 
daughters to college, do we want the New York Times’ 
reporting, and other stories like it, to be at the top of 
a Google search.

As the New York Times reports, “In this predom-
inantly white region of Central Minnesota, the influx 
of Somalis, most of whom are Muslim, has spurred 
the sort of demographic and cultural shifts President 
Trump and right-wing conservatives have stoked fears 
about for years. The resettlement has divided many 
politically active residents of St. Cloud, with some 
saying they welcome the migrants.

“But for others, the changes have fueled talk about 
‘white replacement,’ a racist conspiracy theory tied to 
the declining birthrates of white Americans that has 
spread in far-right circles and online chat rooms and 
is now surfacing in some communities.”

According to the New York Times’ story, Con-
cerned Community Citizens, known as C-Cubed, was 
formed in 2017 to support more nativist candidates on 
the City Council.

There’s mixed evidence whether C-Cubed rep-
resents the majority viewpoint. Last year, the group 
supported four candidates and won two seats on 
the City Council. Modeled on Donald Trump’s Make 
America Great Again hats, red Make St. Cloud Great 
Again Hats appeared on the heads of C-Cubed sup-
porters.

Results of the “Social Capital Survey of Central 
Minnesota,” commissioned by the Central Minnesota 
Community Foundation, presents more scientific evi-
dence. The 73 percent of respondents who say they 
trust people from Somalia was 17 percent higher in 
2015 than it was in 2010. Granted, this data is four 
years old and was collected before Donald Trump 
unleashed his daily lies about immigration, but it does 
represent positive change?

The Times story ended with this anecdote:
“One woman, who declined to give her name after 

the group discussion, bemoaned the city’s so-called 
no-go zones, or the areas where white residents said 
they felt so uncomfortable with the Somali-American 
presence that they would not return — a shopping 
mall, a community housing center and Beaver Island 
Trail, a hiking area that borders the Mississippi River.

‘They were just —’ she said, searching for the 
words to describe the offending behavior of the Soma-
li-Americans. ‘They were just walking around.’”

Is this the Central Minnesota we want, where 
walking while being black is unacceptable?

There’s nothing more American 
than a fun Fourth of July day. There 
are trips up north, cookouts with the 
family and spectacular fireworks. It’s 
a day to celebrate everything that 
makes the United States such a great 
place to live. We have so many free-
doms and rights that so many people 
the world over want to come here. 
While the Fourth of July is a day to 
enjoy our nation’s accomplishments, 
it should also be a day when we re-
flect on how we got here, and what 
we should be doing to keep America 
on the right path.

Back in the 1700s, the Thirteen 
Colonies were another foothold of the 
vast British Empire, stretching across 
the world from Canada to Australia. 
We were a small part of the lands sup-
porting the most formidable military 
and trade machine that had yet been 
seen. Though there were some insti-
tutions of local government, power 
ultimately rested in a king far beyond 
the sea in Britain, that many genera-
tions of colonists had never even seen 
themselves.

So what made us different than 
any of these other colonies? The colo-
nists in America were pioneers. Many 
of them had left Britain and Europe 
to make a better life for themselves, 
away from the stifling authoritari-
an governments and poor conditions 
from which they fled. Others were 
religious refugees, trying to find a 
place where they could practice their 
beliefs unhindered by a state church 
enforced by decree.

These new Americans wanted a 

place where they could breathe free, 
and when that freedom was ques-
tioned, they fought to keep it. When 
the king tried to raise taxes on the 
colonists without their consent, they 
resisted in a number of creative ways, 
most notably with throwing a bunch 
of British tea into Boston Harbor. “No 
taxation without representation” be-
came a rallying cry that eventually led 
to these determined patriots to take 
up arms to defend themselves against 
tyranny and oppression.

Their beliefs were manifested in 
the document of the Declaration of 
Independence, the anniversary of 
which we celebrate every July 4. The 
Declaration said “all men are created 
equal” and that governments should 
derive their powers from the “consent 
of the governed” not from a birthright 
or crown. A new concept of a nation 
was born, one that was responsible 
to and served its citizens, rather than 
ruling mercilessly over them.

Taking these ideals as inspiration, 
the United States overcame many 
challenges: eradicating the scourge 
of slavery, establishing a strong and 
prosperous economy, and defeating 
tyranny in the world wars that would 
have brought the globe back into an 
age of dictators and darkness.

Our country hasn’t been perfect, 
and there have been episodes in our 
history that we need to learn from. 
But just because we have made mis-
takes shouldn’t be an excuse for crit-
ics to write this nation or our history 
off. Incredible sacrifices were made 
by many people throughout time that 
many of us couldn’t possibly fathom 
making now, and that wouldn’t have 
been made if they were only interest-
ed in their own self-benefit.

So this Fourth of July season, we 
should remember how we got here, 
but also where we want to go as a na-
tion. We can always continue to work 
toward being good citizens and living 
up to the ideals our country embod-
ies. We should stay aware of what’s 
going on in our neighborhoods and 
country at large. We should be proud 
of being American, but also aware of 
how things can still be improved.

The price for the freedoms and 
prosperity we enjoy every day in 
the United States is being vigilant in 
protecting them. Its standing up for 
what’s right when you see or hear 
things that go against our beliefs of 
freedom and liberty. So remember 
while enjoying a beautiful Minneso-
ta summer, our nation is strong and 
great only as long as we are willing to 
do our part to keep it that way.

Connor Kockler is a student at St. 
John’s University. He enjoys writing, 
politics and news, among other in-
terests

Connor 

Kockler

Guest Writer

Be proud and aware this Fourth of July season
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AUTOMOBILES

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 

BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 

Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 

Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care 

Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 (MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 

Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 

Competitive Offer! Nationwide FREE 

Pick Up! Call Now For a Free Quote! 

888-366-5659(MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 

Channels! Add High Speed Internet for 

ONLY $14.95/month. Best Technology. 

Best Value. Smart HD DVR Included. 

FREE Installation. Some restrictions 

apply. Call 1-855-434-0020 (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 

Low As $14.95/month (for the first 

3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-

ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 

Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-679-7096. (MCN)

DISH TV – Over 190 Channels Now 

ONLY $59.99/mo!  2yr price guarantee, 

FREE Installation!  Save HUNDREDS 

over Cable and DIRECTV. Add Internet 

as low as $14.95/mo! 1-800-732-9635 

(MCN)

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 

155 Channels & 1000s of Shows/Mov-

ies On Demand (w/SELECT All In-

cluded Package.) PLUS Stream on Up 

to FIVE Screens Simultaneously at No 

Addt?l Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-844-245-

2232 (MCN)

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & 

Voice for $99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 

100 MB per second speed. Free Prime-

time on Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO 

CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-577-7502 or 

visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/mid-

west (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED

TRUCK DRIVERS. CDL-A Com-

pany Drivers and Owner Operators. 

Great pay and benefits. Driver friendly. 

All miles paid. Many bonuses. Home 

when needed.Nice equipment. Paid 

weekly. WWW.MCFGTL.COM Call 

now 507-437-9905 (MCN)

FINANCIAL

Attention all homeowners in jeop-

ardy of foreclosure? We can help stop 

your home from foreclosure. The Fore-

closure Defense helpline can help save 

your home. The Call is absolutely free. 

1-800-217-0828 (MCN)

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 

24-48 months. Pay a fraction of what 

you owe.  A+ BBB rated.  Call Nation-

al Debt Relief 855-995-1557 (MCN)

FOR SALE

2006 YAMAHA VINO 125 scoot-

er. Blue, 85mpg, 55mph, 5000 miles. 

Good condition, $800. 2008 Yamaha 

Vino 125 scooter. Blue, 85mpg, 55mph, 

5000 miles, $950. Located in southern 

Minnesota. Call or text 507-382-1277. 

(MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 

STAIRS** Give your life a lift with 

an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now for 

$250 OFF your stairlift purchase and 

FREE DVD & brochure!  1-866-432-

0999 (MCN)

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIP-

TION! World Health Link. Price Match 

Guarantee! Prescriptions Required. 

CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications 

available. CALL Today For A Free 

Price Quote. 1-866-710-6889 Call Now! 

(MCN)

Start Saving BIG On Medications! 

Up To 90% Savings from 90DAYMEDS! 

Over 3500 Medications Available! Pre-

scriptions Req’d. Pharmacy Checker 

Approved. CALL Today for Your FREE 

Quote. 844-903-1317. (MCN)

ATTENTION:  OXYGEN USERS!  

The NEW Inogen One G5.  1-6 flow 

settings. Designed for 24 hour oxygen 

use. Compact and Lightweight.  Get 

a Free Info kit today: 844-852-7448 

(MCN)

Lung Cancer?  Asbestos exposure in 

industrial, construction, manufactur-

ing jobs, or military may be the cause.  

Family in the home were also exposed.  

Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@

breakinginjurynews.com. $30 billion is 

set aside for asbestos victims with can-

cer. Valuable settlement moneys may 

not require filing a lawsuit.   (MCN)

Still paying too much for your 

MEDICATION? Save on medications 

such as Lipitor, Advair, Diskus, Eliquis, 

etc! Receive free shipping on 1st order 

– RX required. Call 1-877-304-0870 

(MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES

Become a Published Author. We 

want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 

1920 Book manuscript submissions 

currently being reviewed. Comprehen-

sive Services: Consultation, Produc-

tion, Promotion and Distribution Call 

for Your Free Author`s Guide 1-855-

520-9045 or visit http://dorranceinfo.

com/Midwest (MCN)

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! 

We edit, print and distribute your work 

internationally. We do the work… You 

reap the Rewards! Call for a FREE 

Author’s Submission Kit: 855-623-8796 

(MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 

over a million families find senior 

living. Our trusted, local advisors help 

find solutions to your unique needs 

at no cost to you. Call 1-888-894-7038 

(MCN)

GET A $250 AT&T VISA? RE-

WARD CARD WHEN YOU BUY A 

SMARTPHONE ON AT&T NEXT! Lim-

ited Time Offer. More For Your Thing. 

(*Req’s well-qualified credit. Limits & 

restr’s apply.) Call Now! 1-844-290-

8275 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  

Receive maximum value of write off 

for your taxes.  Running or not!  All 

conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call 

for details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

PROTECT YOUR HOME AND FAM-

ILY with Vivint Smart Home. Call 844-

500-8711 today to receive a FREE $50 

GIFTCARD with your purchase. Use 

promo code: FREE50 (MCN)

Book Your Flight Today on United, 

Delta, American, Air France, Air Cana-

da. We have the best rates. Call today 

to learn more 1-855-725-6305 (MCN)

Denied Social Security Disability? 

Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed for SSD 

and denied, our attorneys can help get 

you approved! No money out of pock-

ets! Call 1-866-276-3845 (MCN)

Use RoundUp weedkiller?  

Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, Multiple 

Myeloma, and  Leukemia may result 

from RoundUp exposure.  A recent 

$2 billion judgment was awarded in a 

RoundUp injury case.  Call 1-619-493-

4791 or email RoundUp@breakingin-

jurynews.com and let us begin work 

on your RoundUp case today.  (MCN)

Call Empire Today® to schedule a 

FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 

Flooring. Call Today!

866-809-8108 (MCN)

PERSONALS

Meet singles right now! No paid 

operators, just real people like you. 

Browse greetings, exchange messages 

and connect live. Try it free. Call now: 

855-651-0114. (MCN)

Is your event listed? Send your 
information to:  Newsleader Calendar, 
1622 11th Ave. SE., St. Cloud, MN 
56304., e-mail it to news@thenews-
leaders.com. Most events are listed 
at no cost. Those events are typically 
free or of minimal charge for people 
to attend. Some events, which have 
paid advertising in the Newsleaders, 
are also listed in the calendar and may 
charge more.

 
Friday, July 12

Benton County Museum, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbentonhis-
tory.org.

Saturday, July 13
Central Minnesota Chapter of 

the Federation of the Blind of Min-
nesota, 12:30 p.m., American Le-
gion, 17 Second Ave. N., Waite Park.

Sunday, July 14
Tour of Saints bicycle ride, 

check in 6:30-8:30 a.m., Haehn Cam-
pus Center, College of St. Benedict. 
Same-day registration available; 18-, 
35- and 50-mile route options. www.
tourofsaints.com. 

Pet Blessing Celebration, 10 

a.m., Unity Spiritual Center of Cen-
tral Minnesota, 931 Fifth Ave. N, 
Sartell. 320-255-9253 or www.Uni-
tySpiritualCenter.org.

Monday, July 15
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbentonhis-
tory.org.

St. Cloud Area Parkinson’s Dis-
ease Support Group, 1-2:30 p.m., 
Independent Lifestyles, 215 Benton 
Drive N., Sauk Rapids.

Sartell Farmers Market, 3-6 
p.m., Bernick’s Arena parking lot, 
1109 First St. S., Sartell, marketmon-
day.org.

Sartell-St. Stephen school board, 
5 p.m., district office, 212 Third Ave. 
N.

St. Joseph Rod and Gun Club, 7 
p.m., American Legion, 101 W Minne-
sota St., St. Joseph.

Tuesday, July 16
Mobile office hours, 10 a.m.-1 

p.m., Sartell City Hall. A caseworker 
from Rep. Tom Emmer’s office will 
be available to handles issues with 
federal government services. 

Memory Writers group develops 

topics and turns in stories. 10 a.m., 
Stearns History Museum, 235 33rd 
Ave. S, St Cloud.

Hockeyville check presentation, 
6 p.m. free food, check presentation 
at 7 p.m., Bernick’s Arena, 1109 First 
St. S.

St. Cloud Area Genealogists, 7 
p.m., Stearns History Museum, 235 
33rd Ave. S., St. Cloud. stearns-mu-
seum.org.

Wednesday, July 17
SALT (Seniors and Law Enforce-

ment Together), 9 a.m., Sartell Po-
lice Department, 310 Second St. S., 
Sartell.

Advocates for Independence, 
2-4 p.m., Independent Lifestyles, 215 
Benton Drive N., Sauk Rapids. 320-
529-9000.

Thursday, July 18
Coffee and Conversation, a se-

nior discussion group, 9 a.m., Sartell 
Community Center, 850 19th St. 
S. Speaker: Bob Alpers, St. John’s 
University athletic director and head 
golf coach.

American Legion-Sartell, open 
to all veterans young and old, 6 
p.m., Liquid Assets, 1091 Second St. 

S. No. 600, Sartell. john.denney@
charter.net.

Great River Regional Coin Club, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Miller Auto Marine 
Sports Plaza, 2930 Second St. S., St. 
Cloud. 320-241-9229.

Friday, July 19
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbentonhis-
tory.org.

St. Cloud Singles Club Dance, 8 
p.m.-midnight, American Legion, 17 
Second Ave. S., Waite Park. 320-339-
4533. stcloudsingles.net.

Saturday, July 20
Community Meal, 11:30 a.m.-

12:45 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1107 Pinecone Road S., Sar-
tell. Free.

Monday, July 22
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbentonhis-
tory.org.

Sartell Farmers Market, 3-6 
p.m., Bernick’s Arena parking lot, 
1109 First St. S., Sartell, marketmon-
day.org.

Sartell City Council, 6 p.m., Sar-
tell City Hall, 125 Pinecone Road N. 
320-253-2171. 

Tuesday, July 23
National Alliance on Mental 

Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Calvary Com-
munity Church, 1200 Roosevelt 
Road, St. Cloud. The group helps 
parents raising a child with mental 
illness learn coping skills and de-
velop problem-solving skills. 320-
654-1259.

Thursday, July 25
Coffee and Conversation, a se-

nior discussion group, 9 a.m., Sartell 
Community Center, 850 19th St. S. 
Brenda Dingmann, AAA member-
ship director.

Scott M. Raden Memorial Golf 
Tournament, shotgun start at 11:30 
a.m., Blackberry Ridge Golf Club. 
Proceeds go to the Sartell golf teams 
and ALS Association. www.scottm-
radenmemorialgolftournament.org.

Friday, July 26
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., Sauk 
Rapids. 320-253-9614. mnbentonhis-
tory.org.

Community Calendar

Terry Sufka, 71
Sartell

Sept. 20, 1947-July 5, 2019

Terry Suf-
ka, of Sartell, 
died July 5 
in St. Cloud 
Hospital. His 
funeral will 
be held at 
noon Friday, 
July 12 in St. 
Francis Xavi-
er Catholic 

Church, 219 Second St. N., 
Sartell. The Rev. Tim Baltes 
will officiate and burial with 
full military honors will be in 
the parish cemetery. Visita-
tion will be from 10 a.m. to 
noon Friday at the gathering 
space at St. Francis Xavi-
er in Sartell. Arrangements 
have been entrusted to the 
Williams Dingmann Funeral 
Home in Sauk Rapids.

Sufka was born Sept. 20, 
1947 in St. Cloud to Nicholas 
and Dorothy (Braun) Sufka. 

He grew up in the Rice/Royal-
ton area.  He served his coun-
try in the U.S. Navy during 
the Vietnam war,

serving three tours of duty. 
He worked as a supervisor at 
the paper mill in Sartell for 38 
years and also worked for a 
period of time at Park Indus-
tries. He was a member of St. 
Francis Xavier Church in Sar-
tell and the American Legion 
Post #277 of Sartell.

Sufka loved to tell stories 
and was quite the talker. He 

enjoyed spending time cook-
ing, gardening, playing horse 
shoes and fishing.  Sufka had 
a great work ethic and always 
found time to help out other 
people, he was one to drop 
everything and help, he was 
always generous to others. 
He was a strong person, a 
motivator and a good-hearted 
man.

Survivors include the fol-
lowing: his wife Joanne of 
Sartell; his children, Sherry 
(Gary) Dullinger of Staples; 

Terri Jo Sufka of St. Cloud; 
Jennifer Hallerman of Wat-
kins; Matthew (Maureen) of 
Rogers; Eugene (Angie) of 
Anoka; brothers and sister, 
Len (Carol) of Burnsville; 
Tom of St. Cloud; Pat Sufka 
of Sartell; sister in law, Re-
nee Sufka of Sauk Rapids; 
eight grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and brother, 
Nick Jr.Sufka

Obituary
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Home-builder Reker’s death saddens City Council
by Dennis Dalman

news@thenewsleaders.com

A man who was very much a 

part of Sartell’s remarkable res-

idential building boom for the 

past three decades died July 4, 

and his death brought sadness 

to the Sartell City Council at its 

July 8 meeting.

Martin “Marty” A. Reker, 55, 

died at St. Cloud Hospital due 

to an undisclosed illness.

City Coun-

cil member 

Tim Elness 

m e n t i o n e d 

Reker’s pass-

ing and ex-

p r e s s e d 

thoughts and 

prayers for 

his family, 

as did council 

member Mike Chisum.

“I live in one of the houses 

he built,” Chisum added.

Born to Frederick and Rita 

Reker in St. Cloud, Reker mar-

ried Karen Erpelding at age 19. 

Four years later, he established 

Reker Construction Inc. with 

his uncle, Butch Bechtold. The 

two men and their employees 

built more than 1,000 homes, 

a good number of them in Sar-

tell. They also built, owned and 

operated the Grandview Apart-

ments in Sartell.

Reker was known by friends, 

family and acquaintances as a 

man cherished for his wit, his 

humor, and his generosity and 

kindness. He enjoyed his family 

most of all and also bicycling, 

boating, hunting, fishing, trav-

eling and card games.

Reker and his family lived 

in Rice next to the Mississippi 

River.

Survivors include wife Kar-

en and children Chad Reker 

of Eden Prairie, Katrina Bogart 

of Sartell and Caitlin Reker of 

Rice. Also surviving Reker are 

his mother and several grand-

children, nieces, nephews and 

many other family members.

A devout Catholic, a Mass 

was held July 11 at Sacred 

Heart Catholic Church in Sauk 

Rapids. Burial is set for a later 

date at Assumption Cemetery 

in St. Cloud.

Reker

ation members and extremely 
generous local sponsors.  We 
would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank everyone who 
assisted in the competition 
as well as the sponsors who 
make events like this possi-
ble.”  

The award will be put to-
ward the rink’s capital cam-
paign. In April, the rink re-
ceived a lead campaign gift 
from Scheels All Sports and 
is now developing plans for 
construction.

The expansion is spurred 
by the tremendous growth the 
city has experienced in youth 
hockey and athletics.

Hockey
from front page

Roundabout construction closes key road
Roundabout construc-

tion began July 8 at the 
intersection of CR 4 and 
CR 120.

The intersection is 
closed and motorists will 
need to detour. See map 
at right.

The construction is ex-
pected to last through early 
September depending on 
weather.

Stearns County’s 0.25 
percent transportation sales 
tax will fund the project.

There were 10 collisions 
at the intersection from 
2011 to 2015. About 9,600 
vehicles a day travel CR 4 
and 12,100 use CR 120.

Traffic is expected to in-
crease 30 perecent in the 
next  20 years.


