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Artists take over downtown St. Joseph
Random Road performs for spectators at St. Joseph's Millstream Arts Festival on a soggy Sept. 29. Artists and food vendors filled 
the streets for the 13th year in downtown St. Joseph.

Eisenschenk receives Legion award
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

Elaine Eisenschenk, a mem-
ber of the American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 328 in St. Jo-
seph, received the Unit Mem-
ber of the Year award from the 
state Department of Minnesota 
American Legion Auxiliary.

Eisenschenk received the 
award after being nominated 
for her volunteer service at St. 
Cloud VA Health Care System 
and collecting almost $7,000 in 
donations for the unit's Poppy 
Fund, funds which can only be 
used for veterans.

As the "Poppy Lady," Eisen-
schenk volunteered 95 hours on 
the poppy donation program.

The award was based on 
what the auxiliary member has 
done in the past year, March 31, 
2018-April 1, 2019.

With 432 units in the State 

of Minnesota and almost 8,000 
members, this was quite an 
honor for Eisenchenk. Auxiliary 
President Rosie Court accept-
ed the award for Eisenschenk, 
who was in Germany at the 
time, at the August department 
convention in Willmar.  

The award was submitted by 
Court and signed by Auxiliary 
Secretary Ann Reischel, based 
on the Membership Communi-
ty Service Hours submitted to 
Court for the annual reports. 
These reports are required by 
all units and were due April 15, 
2019, for the 2018-2019 year, 
to the Auxiliary Department 
where they are judged and 
awarded to the Unit Member of 
the Year.

Eisenschenk said she was 
"honored and surprised" when 
she received the award.

Because of the award, Ei-
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Elaine Eisenschenk, a member of the American Legion Auxil-
iary Unit 328 in St. Joseph, received the Unit Member of the 
Year award from the state Department of Minnesota American 
Legion for her volunteer service and collecting almost $7,000 
in donations for the Poppy Fund to be used for veterans.Award • page 2

St. Joseph Catholic School focusing on kindness
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

St. Joseph Catholic School 
Principal Karl Terhaar said stu-
dents and staff are focusing on 
a theme of kindness for the 
2019-20 school year.

He said by doing so they 
"will gain a deeper apprecia-
tion of making personal con-

nections and learning the value 
of seeing everyone as a child of 
God by taking time to be kind 
to others."

This is Terhaar's 13th year 
serving as principal at the 
school so he remains a familiar 
presence to students, parents 
and staff.

"I always enjoy spending 
time with the students," Ter-

haar said. "They are a great 
group of kids who always has 
funny stories they share with 
me."

Many things will stay the 
same, but the school year will 
bring a few changes.

A new Spanish teacher, 
Maureen Frame has joined the 
staff at the school. Frame previ-
ously taught high school Span-

ish in Indiana before moving to 
the area.

Second-grade teacher Betty 
Pundsack, who has been teach-
ing at the school for 42 years, 
will retire at the end of this 
school year. She had taught 
around 800 second-graders 
during those 42 years.
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Last chance for outdoor
Sartell Farmers’ Market

The Sartell Farmers’ Market 
is only open two more weeks – 
from 3-6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 7 and 
14 – to stock up with all the fall 
goodies including squash, pota-
toes, onions, meat, eggs, salsa, 
caramel corn, bread, honey and 
much more. The market is held 
at Bernick’s Ice Arena on North 
Pinecone Road. This is the last 
two chances until the winter Mar-
ket inside the Community Center 
starts Saturday, Nov. 2.

Stearns auction
to sell surplus items

Stearns County and Sauk Rap-
ids Police Department will hold 
a fall auction to sell seized and 
surplus property on Saturday, Oct. 
12 at the Stearns County Public 
Works building, 455 28th Ave. S., 
Waite Park, three blocks south of 
Mill’s Fleet Farm. Site opens at 8 
a.m.; auction begins at 9:30 a.m. 
For more information on the auc-
tion, a list of what is for sale, and 
to see some photos, check out the 
auction flyer on the Stearns Coun-
ty website at midwestauctions.
com or auctiondigz.com and click 
on Benoit Auction Service.

How community change
after police killing
will be subject of forum

“Community Transformation 
after the Police Killing of Phi-
lando Castile,” sponsored by the 
Eugene J. McCarthy Center, will 
be at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 17 in 
Gorecki 204B, on the College of 
St. Benedict campus. On July 6, 
2016, Philando Castile, a 32-year-
old black American, was killed by 
a St. Anthony police officer while 
driving in Falcon Heights, Minne-
sota, a suburb of St. Paul. Three 
years later, the city of Falcon 
Heights emerged from the tragedy 
as a model for other communities 
experiencing rifts in police-com-
munity relations. While nothing 
can bring Castile’s life back, join 
us for a dialogue on how we can 
all build stronger communities.

Pumpkin Fest set Oct. 18
at Lake George

The 10th annual Pumpkin 
Fest, sponsored by St. Cloud Park 
and Recreation, will be held from 
4-7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 18 at Lake 
George. The event includes a DJ 
and dance party, trunk or treat 
stations, a hay maze, hayrides, a 
pumpkin patch, a haunted house, 
a petting zoo, face painting, in-
flatables and much more. Don’t 
forget to wear your costume!
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senschenk received $800 from 
the Auxiliary Department of 
Minnesota to attend the August 
23-29, 2019, National Conven-
tion in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
At the convention, Eisenschenk 
and the other 50 state mem-
bers of the year were invited 
to a breakfast and a special 
luncheon in their honor where 
they were awarded a special 
plaque, a single rose and rec-
ognition.

Court attended the National 

Convention with Eisenschenk. 
At the National Convention, 
members from all levels of the 
organization, Legion, auxiliary 
and Sons of American Legion 
conduct business meetings and 
learn about mission opportuni-
ties. The event also includes a 
Memorial Service, Commanders 
Dinner and a patriotic parade. 

Vice President Mike Pence 
and his wife, Karen, were guest 
speakers at the convention. 
Court said second lady Karen 
Pence was invited to attend 
to be awarded the prestigious 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Spirit Award, "due to her be-
ing an outstanding individual 

who has had a positive impact, 
inspiring others to action for 
her focus on sacrifices made 
by veterans, service members 
and their families across the 
country."

Pence spoke about the "Le-
gion Act"  signed into law on 
July 30. This legislation chang-
es eligibility dates for veter-
ans to join the American Le-
gion. Under the new law, any 
honorably discharged veteran 
who has served since Dec. 7, 
1941, may join the American 
Legion, meaning military vet-
erans who served in what were 
previously considered periods 
of peacetime between wars are 
now eligible for membership. 
The Legion Act honors thou-
sands of veterans who were 
wounded or killed on duty and 
allows six million veterans who 
were not able to join the Amer-
ican Legion due to gaps in 
military conflict eras to access 
American Legion programs and 
benefits

Pence also spoke about a 
program replacing the Veterans 
Choice Program that expands 
private health -options for vet-
erans.

Court said she and Eisen-
schenk were both "honored to 
carry our American Flag for 
Minnesota along with the other 
49 states in the outdoor pa-
rade."

"This truly is a special recog-
nition for a member (who) has 
done so much for our veterans, 
those still deployed and on 
active duty and their families," 
she said. "Elaine truly deserved 
the award and I was proud 
and honored to accompany her 
to the convention where she 
received many congratulations 
from Minnesota members and 
out-of-state members."

The auxiliary unit also re-
ceived two President’s Awards 
of Excellence at the July Depart-
ment Convention in Willmar. 
The awards recognized what 
the unit accomplished for 2018-
19. This  included its Leader-
ship and the National Security 
Program (support of its POW/
MIA Programs), April Military 
Child Month recognition and 
support, Gold Star Mothers Rec-
ognition, hosting an American 
Cross Bloodmobile, supporting 
and volunteering at the Old 
Glory Run, Becky’s Troop Care 
Packages, Eagles Healing Nest, 
Memorial Day and Veterans 
Day Programs and Children and 
Youth Programs.

These two awards were the 
only two given out for those 
categories for the 432 units in 
Minnesota.  

The unit also received seven 
Certificates of Merit for Nation-
al Security, Legislation, Memo-
rial, Leadership, Children and 

Youth, Junior Activities and 
History.

Eisenschenk and her hus-
band, Lee, have four children 
and nine grandchildren. They 
have lived in St. Joseph for 52 
years. Lee served in Vietnam in 
the U.S. Army from 1964-1966 
as a heavy equipment operator. 
He has been in the American 
Legion Honor Guard for 44 
years.

Although Eisenschenk has 
only been a member of the 
Auxiliary for four years, Court 
said because of her positive at-
titude, dedication and commit-
ment as a member, she has ex-
emplified the American Legion 
Auxiliary's motto of Service Not 
Self and mission to support the 
American Legion and honor the 
sacrifice of those who serve by 
enhancing the lives of our vet-
erans, military and their fami-
lies, both at home and abroad.

Sixth District Auxiliary 
President Roberta Alvecrog re-
cently appointed Eisenschenk 
as chairman of the Auxiliary 
Emergency Fund for the Sixth 
District for 2019-20.

The American Legion Aux-
iliary Unit of St. Joseph was 
chartered on July 1922 with 20 
members signing the applica-
tion for charter. The unit cur-
rently has 98 members.
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TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR
Auto Body 2000

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Joseph • 320-363-1116

DENTISTRY
Drs. Styles, Cotton & Milbert

1514 E. Minnesota St.
St. Joseph • 320-363-7729

Laser Dentistry 
26 2nd Ave. NW

St. Joseph • 320-363-4468

ELECTRICAL 
HI-TEC Electric • St. Joseph

Residential • Commercial
Remodeling • General Services
320-363-8808 • 320-980-0514

EYECARE
Russell Eyecare & Associates
15 E. Minnesota St., Ste. 107 

St. Joseph • 320-433-4326

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

Call the St. Joseph Newsleader at 320-363-7741 
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Donald P. Schneider
St. Joseph

Dec. 17, 1926-Sept. 22, 2019

Donald P. Schneider, 92, of 
St. Joseph 
died Sept. 
22 at the VA 
Medical Cen-
ter, St. Cloud. 
His funeral 
was held Oct. 
3 in St. Jo-
seph’s Cath-
olic Church 
in St. Joseph. 
The Rev. Jerry Weiss officiated. 
Inurnment with military honors 
was in the parish cemetery. 

Schneider was born on Dec. 
17, 1926 in St. Joseph to the 
late Jacob and Agnes (Zeurlein) 
Schneider. He served in the U.S. 
Navy prior to marrying Gladys 
I. Pfannenstein on Oct. 1, 1949 
at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
in St. Joseph. Schneider was a 

lifelong member of St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church and a lifelong 
resident of St. Joseph. He was 
employed at St. Regis Paper 
Mill for nearly 40 years. He was 
also a member of American 
Legion Post #328 of St. Joseph.

Schneider loved baseball, es-
pecially the St. Joseph “Joes,” 
the “Saints” and the Minnesota 
Twins. He was responsible for 
field maintenance for the St. 
Joseph “Joes” for many years 
and the field was dedicated 
in his name in 2005. He also 
helped Gladys run the conces-
sion stand for more than 40 
years.

Schneider was a renowned 
handyman and people were 
amazed at his ability to build 
and fix almost anything. He 
was a loving and devoted hus-
band, father and grandfather 
who has now joined his be-
loved wife, Gladys. He will be 
dearly missed and never for-

gotten. His legacy is family and 
a passion for life, country and 
baseball.

Survivors include his chil-
dren, Mick of St. Joseph, Pat 
(Cindi) of St. Joseph, Barba-
ra (Scott) Fritz of Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, Gerald “Bud” 
(Therese) of Grand Rapids; 14 
grandchildren; 13 great-grand-
children; and many nieces, 
nephews and friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Gladys in 2015; 
daughter-in-law, Zoe; grand-
daughter, Jaclyn Schneider; 
and his granddaughter Wendy’s 
husband, Brian Klinefelter; and 
brothers, Herman “Boodie,”,-
John, Sylvester, Ray, Cyril and 
Alfred.

Memorials are preferred in 
lieu of flowers.

A heartfelt thank you to the 
amazing staff of Building 49 at 
the VA Medical Center.

Obituary

Schneider

Award
from front page
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The American Legion is cel-
ebrating its 100th birthday in 
2019. In addition to national 
and statewide activities com-
memorating this milestone, 
American Post 328 of St. Joseph 
is planning a number of festive 
and patriotic activities for the 
community.  

One of those special events 
will be profiles of St. Joseph-ar-
ea veterans published in each 
Newsleader during 2019. The 
Newsleader is joining with Post 
328 to recognize veterans and 
Legion members who served 
during World War II, Korea, 
Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan 
and other theaters of conflict 
and Cold War tensions.

by Tom Klecker
Gary Ronald Kraft, 75

U.S. Army – Vietnam Era

Gary Kraft was born in Ab-
erdeen, South Dakota. He is 
the youngest of three, (one 
sister and one brother). He 
grew up in town where he 
experienced a “pretty normal 
childhood.”  His father was a 
railroad conductor. He would 
usually come home from play 
only after it got dark.

Kraft was raised in a “tra-
ditional Catholic family.” He 
enjoyed going to the movies. If 
he saved enough Eddie’s Bread 
wrappers, he could bid on 
prizes at the theater. He fondly 
recalls the drive-in-movie the-
aters of old.

By temperament, Kraft de-
scribes himself as reserved.

He attended and graduated 
from Central High School in 
Aberdeen. There were 360 stu-
dents in his graduating class.

Kraft exhibited a fair mea-
sure of athletic prowess in his 
youth. He played American Le-
gion Baseball. He also played 
basketball as well as varsity 
football in high school.

Kraft graduated from high 
school in 1962 and then en-
rolled at Northern States 
Teachers College in Aberdeen. 
He majored in business and 

economics, graduating in 1966.
During high school and 

throughout college, Kraft 
worked for the Aberdeen 
American newspaper. He start-
ed out doing odd jobs includ-
ing cleaning toilets. Over time 
he progressed to the engraving 
room and later coordinating 
deliveries with the carriers. 
At one point he was writing 
sports articles for Aberdeen 
and the surrounding town’s 
high school athletics.

While in college, Kraft start-
ed dating Sharon (1963). They 
were engaged in 1965. Gradu-
ating from college at the age 
of 22, and, I-A with the local 
draft board, he started looking 
for a job.

Kraft was initially inter-
viewed for a job as an insur-
ance claim adjuster. The Chi-
cago company understandably 
was reluctant to hire him given 
his military draft status. 

Kraft returned to Aberdeen 
with the intent of joining the 
National Guard for six years. 
A recruiter however, put him 
onto a “college option pro-
gram.” Kraft essentially vol-
unteered for the draft with 
the understanding he could 
upon completing basic training 
apply for officer’s candidate 

school. He could also choose 
his own occupational training 
school.

Kraft’s basic army training 
took him to Fort Dix, New 
Jersey, for eight weeks and 
Fort McClellan, Alabama, for 
advanced infantry training.

From there, he got orders 
to Fort Lee, Virginia – O.C.S. 
School. Out of his class of 120, 
70 graduated. Kraft graduated 
seventh in his class.

Shortly thereafter he and 
Sharon had a small wedding 
back home in Aberdeen. It was 
Dec. 21, 1967 (the shortest day 
of the year). Kraft, now a com-

missioned second lieutenant 
in the Quartermaster Corp, at-
tended petroleum school in 
Virginia. He later was assigned 
to New Cumberland, Pennsyl-
vania, as he awaited orders to 
Vietnam.

Arriving in Bien Hoa, Viet-
nam, air base in June, 1968, 
Kraft was assigned to the 64th 
Quartermaster Battalion (a bat-
talion is composed of 300-800 
soldiers).

He was also assigned to a 

fuel barge transfer site on the 
Dong Nai River. He super-
vised pumping fuel off barges 
and ships.  ESSO, Mobile and 
Dutch Shell were some of the 
companies that provided pe-
troleum, transportation fuels 
and lubricants.

In 1862 Napoleon report-
edly said, “an army marches 
on its belly.” Likely true, but 
a modern army in Vietnam 
traveled on fuel. More than 50 
percent of all tonnage deliv-
ered to troops in Vietnam was 
petroleum products.

The fuel pipelines that 
transported petroleum prod-
uct (gasoline and diesel fuel) 
from the ships were above 
ground. Kraft says the Viet 
Cong usually never blew up 

the lines as they tapped into 
the pipes at night for this pre-
cious commodity. In the morn-
ing repairs were made on the 
pipelines only to repeat that 
routine frequently.

There were times Kraft func-
tioned as the convoy com-
mander. He was in charge of 
a convoy of 5,000-gallon fuel 
tanker trucks transporting 
much-needed fuel to the sur-
rounding base camps.

Some of the fuel tank farms 

Income guidelines apply.

We are accepting appli-
cations for two-bedroom 

townhomes in St. Joseph, a 
m lti amil development with 

close amenities and 
entertainment, nestled in a 

quiet residential area.
Rent based on income.

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
320-557-0195 or email 

ccrossing@brutgerequities.com

Professionally managed by

CARLSON
CROSSING

TOWNHOMES

CRAFT-VENDOR 
SALES

Saturday, Oct.  
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

American Legion - Waite Park 
17 Second Avenue North

 

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 

 
26

CRAFT-VENDOR 
BAKE SALE

307 Seventh St. SE
Community Center - Freeport

Lily’s food truck available

Hollow Park Apts
St. Joseph
2-

450

- -

320-309-8650
507-451-8524
lifestyleinc.net

tdd: 507-451-0704
Equal Housing Opportunity

Call to improve 
your water 
pressure.
Tired of decreased 
water pressure in the 
shower every time 
someone else uses 
water in the house? 

Traut Companies 
can help!

320-251-5090 
800-728-5091
141 28th Avenue South  
Waite Park, MN
trautcompanies.comWe Know Water from the Bottom to the Tap

Well Drilling

Certi�ed 
Testing Lab

Water 
Treatment

Sprinkler 
Systems

Pump Service 
and Repair

Commercial 
and Residential

Kraft delivered fuel to keep the Army moving

       PART-TIME CUSTODIAN
City of St. Joseph 

is accepting applications for a part-time custodian. 
Applications are available on the city website: 

      Application Deadline:
3 p.m. Monday, Oct. 21 

www.cityofstjoseph.com 
or in the city offices at 75 Callaway St. E.

Gary Kraft serviced in Vietnam. Gary Kraft today.

Kraft • page 8

PIANO FOR SALE
1995 Kimball Oak Piano 

manufactured by 
Jasper 

American Pianos.

Model J49329 434F K35A591

• In excellent condition. 
• Will include piano bench 

and piano lamp.  
• Also sheet music.   
• Asking price $300

Call for information: 320-217-2272
If no answer leave message and will return call.

1995 Kimball Oak Piano 
manufactured by 

American Pianos.
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McGee, Glomski prep school students to new year
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

St. John's Prep's 281 stu-
dents in fifth-grade to 12th-
grade were welcomed by new 
leadership for the 2019-20 
school year.

Jon McGee was named the 
new head of school in March. 
He is the first lay leader of the 
school following 29 monastic 
members of St. John's Abbey, 
who have led the school since 
it was founded in 1857.

“We ask students to commit 
themselves to creating a wel-
coming community for all, to 
accept challenge and change, to 
learn to serve, to grow spiritu-
ally and to strive for excellence 
in all they do," McGee wrote 
in a letter he recently sent to 
parents. "I prefer to think of 
school as a kind of “imaginar-
ium,” where every day – not 
just the first day – we get to ask 
and answer three questions:
IMAGINE what I can learn to-
day, IMAGINE what I can do 
today and IMAGINE who I can 
be today. As we begin this 
new year, we encourage all of 
our students to reach beyond 
the temple of their familiar or 
comfort zone, to try something 
new or something they are not 
already good at, to create, to 
invent, to reimagine.”

McGee brings academic lead-
ership and college preparation 
skills to his position. He gradu-
ated from St. John's University 
in 1984 and earned a master's 
degree in public affairs from 
the University of Minnesota's 
Hubert H. Humphrey Institute 
of Public Affairs, Minneapolis, 
in 1988.

In 1999, McGee joined the 
College of St. Benedict and St. 
John's University administra-
tion as the director of institu-
tional planning and research 
after leadership positions at 
the Minnesota Private College 
Council and the Minnesota De-
partment of Finance. His work 
at the colleges has included 
planning and strategy, enroll-
ment, communications and 
public affairs.

He and his wife, Ann, live 
in Cold Spring and have four 
children. Two have graduated 
from St. John's Prep and two 
are attending the school.

Christine Glomski is the new 
principal working with McGee 
at St. John's Prep. She earned 
a bachelor's degree from Gus-
tavus Adolphus College, St. 
Peter, a master of education 
degree from St. Mary's Univer-
sity-Twin Cities campus, a doc-
torate in education from Ham-
line University, St. Paul, and 
has superintendent licensure 

from St. Cloud State University.
"My hope for our students 

is they take advantage of the 
unique opportunities at St. 
John’s Prep including varsity 
athletics, special-interest activ-
ities and fine arts," Glomski 
said. "I hope they build strong 
relationships with both their 
teachers and classmates."

Glomski brings 10 years of 
administrative experience in 
educational programming, set-
ting instructional direction and 
curriculum evaluation. She also 
has experience with post-sec-
ondary and career guidance for 
high school students.

Glomski served as princi-
pal of Becker Intermediate in 
Becker, assistant principal and 
principal of Independence and 
Liberty Elementary in Big Lake 
and as dean of students at For-
est Lake High School in Forest 
Lake.

"My 10 years of experience 
as a principal in other schools 
compliments the school’s strong 
commitment to preparing stu-
dents for service and success in 
a global society," Glomski said. 
"My genuine love of the Prep 
School means I bring a special 
energy and passion to campus 
each day. I am thrilled for this 
new year and opportunities it 
brings to myself, our students 
and our faculty."

This year, the school has 
added a fifth-grade pilot pro-
gram to its middle school. The 
new pilot program integrates 

fifth- and sixth-grades to de-
velop strong writing skills, 
language basics, fine arts and 
offers a chance for students to 
progress at higher math levels.

"I am excited these young 
students get to truly experi-
ence the Prep experience that 
includes meaningful learning 
opportunities in a gorgeous out-
door setting – we’re located in 
the middle of the St. John’s 
Abbey Arboretum," Glomski 
said. "For example, language 
arts, science and other class-
es are often held outside. Our 

students are outside every day, 
in all types of weather.  I hope 
to build their appreciation of 
the natural environment while 
experiencing the full compre-
hensive curriculum we offer 
including world languages, sci-
ence and our incredible fine 
arts program."

Like McGee, Glomski is also 
a St. John's Prep parent with 
three children currently en-
rolled at the school.

According to Jill Pauly, di-
rector of communications and 
events, this year's students at 

St. John's Prep School are from 
14 countries and five states. In-
ternational students represent-
ed one-third of the students in 
ninth- through 12th-grade. Of 
222 Minnesota students, about 
30 percent are from St. Cloud. 
Most of the rest come from St. 
Joseph, Sartell and Cold Spring. 
There are 107 students in fifth- 
through eighth-grade  and 174 
students in ninth- through 
12th-grade. Seventy-five per-
cent of the school's faculty and 
staff have an advanced degree, 
master's or higher.

contributed photo

St. John’s Prep School 2019-20 students are pictured on campus. The school has new leadership with Christine Glomski, princi-
pal, and John McGee, head of school, for the 2019-20 school year.

contributed photo

Christine Glomski, principal, (left) and John McGee, head of school, welcomed students to the 
2019-20 school year at St. John’s Prep School.
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Many students remember 
Pundsack for her love of vol-
leyball, softball, cartwheels, 
teaching J-Term bird classes, 
bee-keeping, faith formation, 
kindness to others and much 
more.

When Pundsack experienced 
a cardiac event in 2017, three 
of her former second-grade stu-
dents helped save her life.

The school is expanding its 
robotics program and if they 
have enough interest, will have 
a team compete at VEX robot-
ics competitions.

Last spring, the school's Su-
per Hero Day fundraiser raised 
$1,500 for the University of 
Minnesota Masonic Children's 
Hospital to support families/
children diagnosed with juve-
nile arthritis. The funds will be 
used to make children's hos-
pital stays more comfortable 
with crafts, games and movies. 
This year's Super Hero Day is 
planned for April 24.

This is the school's second 
year of offering qualifying stu-
dents a chance to advance a 
grade level in math and several 
students are participating in 
seventh-grade math. Teachers 
are in their second year of 
writing and implementing their 
reading and writing targets and 
scales to improve students' 

contributed photo

St. Joseph Catholic School principal Karl Terhaar speaks at the 
school. This is Terhaar’s 13th year serving as principal.

Kindness
from front page

skills. The school continues to 
offer services for students with 
dyslexia.

Terhaar said nine classroom 
teachers, three specialists and 
six support staff are employed 
at the school. Of the nine class-
room teachers, eight have their 
master's degrees. The class-
room teachers average 22 years 
of teaching experience.

There are currently 36 chil-
dren enrolled in the preschool 

program and kindergarten 
through sixth-grade classes av-
erage 15 students each grade.

St. Joseph Catholic School, 
other area elementary Catholic 
Schools and Cathedral High 
School form Catholic Commu-
nity Schools.

The St. Joseph Catholic 
School began in 1856 when 
a log school and church was 
built in St. Joseph. The current 
school was built in 1926.

8805 Ridgewood Court, St. Joseph
beelineservice.com

  
320-363-1433

Auto, Truck, RV & Trailer Repair

Fixer needs fast cash!
Call Janelle Schneekloth today!

320-200-4427

Fixer needs fast cash!

    
    

 
   

Financial Advisor 

Legacy Financial Partners 
A private wealth advisory practice of 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.  

630 Roosevelt Rd, Ste 105 
St. Cloud, MN 56301-4867 

        
jon.warner@ampf.com  l   planwithLFP.com 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.  
©2019 Ameriprise Financial, Inc.  

320-258-3094
6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

realifecoopmuellergardens.org

Independent Living  • Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Secure Community • Maintenance Free
Enjoy Friendship and Social Activities

Independent Living  • Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Find your new home here!

55+ Senior Housing Community

6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

Realife Cooperative 
at Mueller Gardens

 

 

• In-floor Heat 
• Andersen Windows 
• Natural Lighting 
• Granite Countertops 
• Fireplace 
• Snow & Lawn Care 
• High End Appliances and 

Finishes 
• One Level Living 
• Walk-in showers 
• 1-Bedroom plus den & 

2-Bedroom options 

 

Brand New Homes! Mill Stream Village ~ Luxury 55+ Community 

Walking distance to the College of St Benedict’s and vibrant downtown St Joseph, MN. No Steps – 
One level living. New Construction!  
 
Three unique designs and sizes to choose from! 

ü Franklin starting at $248,000 
ü Bronte (pictured) starting at $278,000 
ü Shakespeare starting at $336,000 

 
www.millstreamvillage.net 

www.collegevillebrokerage.com 
 

Call for a showing! (320) 363-7656 
 

 

Did you know St. Cloud has 
more than 100 homeless youth 
ages 16-24? Pathways 4 Youth 
is conducting a live fundrais-
er from noon-5 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 12 along Division Street, 
across from Gilleland Chevro-
let. Experience St. Cloud’s re-
ality and help end local youth 
homelessness. Take action. Do-
nate at pathways4youthmn.org 
or text PATHWAYS to 21000.

Pathways 4 Youth
sets live fundraiser
Oct. 12 along Division

Got a comment?
Post it on our website at www.thenewsleaders.com.
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10/01/2015 - 1/31/15.

2520 2nd St. S., St. Cloud
320-252-6626

Monday-Friday 7 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Across from Tenvoorde Ford

136 Twin River Ct., Sartell
320-253-8473

Monday-Friday 7 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

By McDonald’s on Hwy 15

    We Can 
        Fix It!

OCT. 7-19

***When purchasing tires, receive one year FREE 
roadside assistance, FREE rotate and balance for the 

life of the tire & FREE alignment check.***

on purchases of $500 or more made from Oct. 1, 2019 to 
Dec. 31, 2019. Interest will be charged to your account 
from the purchase date if the purchase balance is not 
paid in full within 6 months or if you make a late payment. 
Minimum payment required. See store for details. 

$74.954-WheelAlignment!

1. Mail-In Rebate paid in the form of a Goodyear Prepaid 
Mastercard© Card. Qualifying purchase must be made 
on the Goodyear Credit Card. Subject to credit approval. 
Offers valid on purchases between 10/01/2019-12/31/19. 
Allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery. See Store Associate for 
complete details and Rebate Form. Additional terms and 
conditions apply. 

$150
Get up to

by Mail-In Rebate 
when you purchase 

select tires. Double your 
Rebate when you use the 

Goodyear Credit Card. 
Ends 12/31/19.

Register in stores for a chance 

to win one of our many 

door prizes!

Win pork packages 

from Von Hanson’s 

Meat Market! ($200 value)

All tires$5 over cost

collegeville (land for sale)

Refugee/immigrant news: 
A successful growing season

Tani waa kuu muhiim adi-
ga.  Fadlan aqri.

Ogeysiis!  Importante para 
Usted, por favor léalo. Please 
read!

Announcements brought to 
you by Cultural Bridges of St. 
Joseph, a committee of Central 
Minnesota Community Em-
powerment Organization. We 
are dedicated to ease your 
transition into our community.

The Somali gardeners had a 
successful growing season at 
the Sisters of St. Benedict com-
munity garden.

The weather cooperated 
with just enough hot weather 
to ripen the vegetables, but 
not too hot to burn the plants. 
There were not any storms that 
beat down the plants. 

The potato bugs were anoth-
er story. We sprayed the bugs 
weekly for several weeks and 
they still devoured the plants. 
The gardeners will need to de-
cide if they want to plant potato 
plants next year.

They learned about how to 
stake up tomato plants, when 
to harvest and how to weed. 

Most of the gardeners want 
to garden again next year.  It is 
a great opportunity to be able 
to grow their own food, to have 
access to fresh produce and to 
teach their children how vege-
tables grow.

If you are reading this and 
your native language is En-
glish, it shows you have in-
terest in our refugees. There 
is a shortage of volunteers for 
the English classes for adults 
whose native language is not 

English.  Please consider volun-
teering. Contact Jacob Jantzer 
at jjantzer@gmail.com.

If you have any questions, 
please contact Juliana Howard 
at 715-791-8976 or Jamal Elmi, 
320-310-2351.

contributed photo

Fadumo Ibrahim holds Swiss chard grown in the community 
garden.

came under attack but not 
usually, as these 350,000 gal-
lon tanks were well protected. 
In August 196, Kraft was pro-
moted to first lieutenant.

About half way through his 
one-year deployment in Viet-
nam, Kraft had a week’s R &R 
with his new bride, Sharon, in 
Hawaii.  As one can well un-
derstand it was an emotionally 
memorable reunion for both.

Sharon returned home to 
Aberdeen where she stayed 
with her parents and awaited 
Kraft’s return. It was a difficult 
time for her.

Kraft’s third assignment in 
Vietnam was that of assistant 
operations officer at the bat-
talion level back in Long Binh.

In July 1969, Kraft’s deploy-
ment to Vietnam was over. 
He flew back to Oakland/San 
Francisco where he met Sha-
ron. Before returning home 
they spent a delightful week 
at Disneyland. While there, he 
saw the Apollo 11 moon land-
ing (July 1969).

Discharged from active 
duty, he and Sharon rented a 
small one-bedroom apartment 
on the third floor in Aberdeen. 
But not for long.

Interviewed again in Chica-
go by the General Adjustment 
Bureau, Kraft was hired in 
1969 as an insurance adjuster. 
He was assigned to the Minne-
apolis office.

While they were living in an 
apartment in Brooklyn Park, 
they were blessed with their 

first daughter (1970). In 1974 
as now homeowners in Golden 
Valley, Sharon gave birth to 
their second daughter.

After three years Kraft had 
an opportunity to change jobs 
which offered him more re-
sponsibilities and challenges. 
He went to work for T.M. Cam-
pion Co. in Minneapolis. He 
became their project manager.

All of these employment op-
portunities afforded him the 
time to hone his estimator 
skills.

In February 1979, Kraft and 
his family moved to St. Cloud/
St. Joseph area. He took a po-
sition with Miller Construction 
as project manager and estima-
tor. He worked for Miller Con-
struction for 11 years. During 
this time period his third and 
fourth daughters were born.

In 1989, after prayerful dis-
cernment, Kraft took a posi-
tion at St. Cloud Hospital as 
construction manager. After 
20 years of employment, he 
retired in 2010 as director of 
facility development for all of 
CentraCare operational loca-
tions.

Kraft and his family have 
lived in the St. Joseph area for 
40 years. He and Sharon have 
been married for 52 years.  
They have four daughters and 
13 grandchildren.

Kraft is a past commander of 
the American Legion Post 328 
of St. Joseph. In retirement, he 
devotes time to exercise, travel 
and substantial volunteerism. 
He is a well-anchored man 
who displays competence and 
humility in admirable propor-
tions.

Kraft
from front page

320-363-7656 ext. 16
www.collegevillebrokerage.com

Call Jon Petters for more information today!

ACERAGE FOR SALE

 

  

We have 7 
beautiful parcels 
of land located 
in Collegeville 
and Wake�eld 

townships.

 30-80 acres
each from heavily 
wooded to open 

and wetlands.

Starting at 
$253,500.
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Band hits the road to play for the troops
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

For this travelin’ band, play-
ing a Friday night gig in Aber-
deen, South Dakota, and then 
appearing the next night 500 
miles away in Brice Prairie, Wis-
consin, is no big deal.

But earlier this summer 
Sweet Siren really took their act 
on the road.

The Top-40 and classic-rock 
band played for U.S. troops at 
two stops in Germany.

Guitar player and Sartell res-
ident Jeff Schreiner said the 
eight-day trip in early August 
was “unbelievable.”

“They are away from their 
families a year at a time,” Sch-
reiner said of the troops. “It 
means a tremendous amount 
to them that you play for them. 
They love American bands play-
ing American music.”

The band’s first stop was at 
Grafenwöhr Army Base where 
they headlined three shows as 
a part of the American German 
Volkfest, a family style festival.

Then it was on to U.S. Army 
Garrison Ansbach Illesheim for 
one performance.

Schreiner and his three band 
mates all have day jobs and the 
trip would not have been pos-
sible without the cooperation 
and support of their employers, 
he said.

Schreiner is a driver for Sysco 
Food Service. Lead singer Caro-
lyn Burgoyne works at Advan-
tage One Insurance, bass player 
Jethro Arola manages a lumber-
yard in Menahga and drummer 
Kent Christen is parts and ser-
vice manager at Welle Motors in 
Sauk Centre.

Schreiner, 48, has been in 
the band 11 years. Sweet Siren 
plays current Top 40 hits as 
well as classic rock and country. 
Jeff grew up in St. Joseph and 
attended St. Joseph Lab School. 
He took up the guitar at 15, 
about the same time he and his 
future wife Vanessa met at Apol-
lo High School.

Locally, they frequently ap-
pear at Benton Station in Sauk 
Rapids. Just recently they per-

formed at the La Playette in St. 
Joseph.

Armed Forces Entertainment, 
an agency of the Defense De-
partment, arranged the tour. 
Sweet Siren’s agent, Time Music 
Agency, has a relationship with 
Armed Forces Entertainment 
and helped with the band’s ap-
plication.

The band applied for the tour 
in the spring but didn’t learn 
until early July that they would 
be going. And the dates and 
travel details shifted right up to 
the last minute.

The military allowed the 
band to bring three additional 
people. Accompanying the band 
were sound technician Mickey 
Ironi, lights and stage manager 
Greg Schreiner and Jeff’s wife 
Vanessa who photographed the 
band’s performances.

“We had the times of our 
lives,” Schreiner said. “There 
was no part that wasn’t enjoy-
able. Seeing the different cul-

ture. The troops were super 
appreciative.”

In Ansbach, Vanessa met a 
young soldier from California. 
“Talking about Mexican food he 
got tears in his eyes,” she said. 
He told her “I’m just so happy 
that you’re here. You’re from 
back home.”

The band connected with 
some Minnesotans too. At 
Volksfest, they met soldiers 
from Mankato and St. Peter, 
one wearing a Twins jersey. At 
a hotel, the woman behind the 
counter had moved to Germany 
from St. Cloud.

Usually the band travels with 
a truckload of gear, but the mil-
itary provided all the sound and 
lighting equipment. The musi-
cians just needed their guitars 
and drumsticks so they could 
travel light.

A trip to Germany wouldn’t 
be complete without sampling 
local beer, which they described 
as “excellent” and cheap. Re-

turning to Minnesota, Jeff found 
a favorite, Paulaner Hefe Wei-
zen, at Westside Liquor.

In Germany, Vanessa said, 
“beer is cheaper than water.”

With his busy work and per-
forming schedule, would Sch-
reiner go on another trip?

“Absolutely.”

photo by Vanessa Schreiner

Sweet Siren performing at Volksfest (from left) Jeff Schreiner, Kent Christen, Carolyn Burgoyne and Jethro Arola.

photo by Vanessa Schreiner

At Volksfest Jeff Schreiner and Carolyn Burgoyne.

Stearns County Sheriff squad cars feature new look
The Stearns County dep-

uties will be driving squad 
cars with a new color and 
new design.

For at least the last 16 
years, squads have been 
white. The new vehicles 
will be black with gold 
lettering and a blue stripe 
down the side.

New Stearns County 
Sheriff Steve Soyka formed 
a group to advise on squad 
car design and letterhead.

“I had a general idea on 
the direction I wanted to 
go with squad car design,” 
Soyka said in a department 

newsletter. “The most dra-
matic switch will be from 
white to black squads.”

The group’s input was 
to have squads that are 
easily and readily identi-
fiable, yet with a simple 
design.

“I believe we have ac-
complished that with this 
new look,” Soyka said.

A new motto has been 
incorporated into the de-
sign. On the back win-
dows on either side will 
be “committed to our part-
ners, our profession, our 
communities.”

contributed photo

Stearns County’s new sheriff squad cars are black with gold lettering and a blue stripe.
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Over the past summer, I and many 
other residents of the St. Cloud area 
couldn’t help but notice the arrival of 
the massive new Costco store at the for-
mer Heritage Park in St. Cloud. It was 
a big development for shoppers in the 
city, and many were understandably ex-
cited to have another option for finding 
deals on purchases. However, the situ-
ation isn’t all rosy. A lawsuit has been 
filed alleging that the city of St. Cloud 
engaged in unethical practices in selling 
Heritage Park to Costco. These claims 
deserve to be investigated and shared 
with the public.

So who is suing the city of St. Cloud? 
In August 2018, a group calling them-
selves the Citizens for Government Ac-
countability filed suit in Stearns County 
District Court, citing concerns about the 
process through which Costco was able 
to purchase the land containing Heri-
tage Park to build their store. Just last 
week, the group revealed their member-
ship, and it contains many prominent 
people within the St. Cloud business 
community.

Now hold on, you might say. This is 
just a bunch of competitors angry that 
they have to compete with Costco or 
didn’t get to buy and develop the land. 
They’re just mad that they lost the bid-
ding war right?

But that’s where things get interest-
ing. The group states there was no com-
petitive sale of the land. When the city 
of St. Cloud chose to sell Heritage Park 
to Costco, they contend, the city merely 
entered into a letter of intent with Cost-

co, rather than listing the property on 
the open market for bidding. This de-
nied any other company or individual 
the ability to make a better offer on the 
property.

That sounds bad enough, but it isn’t 
even the worst part. The sale price of the 
land itself was also a steal. How much 
of a steal you might ask? Citizens for 
Government Accountability had the 19 
acres that was sold to Costco appraised 
at $8.7 million. The city sold the land to 
Costco for only $3.5 million. For some 
quick math, this is more than $5 mil-
lion less than what the outside appraiser 
considered it to be worth.

If the discrepancy is that big, it would 
be considered a public subsidy to Cost-
co under Minnesota law. Under those 
rules, if the city sold the land for at least 
$150,000 below its market value, as ap-
pears to be the case, St. Cloud would 
have been required to hold a public 
hearing where Costco would have made 
commitments about the economic ben-
efits it was bringing to the area. No such 
meeting was held. 

If all of the allegations spelled out in 
this lawsuit are true, this would repre-
sent a massive scandal on the part of 
St. Cloud city leadership. Not only was 
the land sold to Costco in a shady man-

ner, it was also sold for under appraised 
market value and without the public be-
ing informed as they are legally entitled 
to the subsidy that Costco was being 
granted.

For those who would say they’re 
happy we got a Costco and the lawsuit 
should be disregarded because of the 
business people who are filing it, how 
do you feel about the city giving up at 
least $5 million in revenue for roads and 
other local services to subsidize one of 
the largest corporations in the United 
States coming to town? How would you 
feel if the city asked for additional taxes 
from your hard-earned money after giv-
ing Costco a $5 million break?

The case is set for its first court hear-
ing on Friday, Oct. 25. We as residents 
deserve to know the full truth of what 
happened and if unethical practices 
were employed as is alleged. St. Cloud 
leaders should be held accountable, 
whether through judicial action or at 
the ballot box. Perhaps the land should 
go back up for sale in a truly competi-
tive auction, or Costco should have to 
pay the actual market rate for the land. 
Whatever happens, this kind of corrup-
tion, if true, should have no place in St. 
Cloud or this state. It’s just up to us to 
care enough to demand action and re-
form.

Connor Kockler is a student at St. 
John’s University. He enjoys writing, 
politics and news, among other interests.

Resolving public policy disputes in 
a democracy generally involves serious 
debate and compromise. Most often, 
the solution does not come from the far 
ends of the political spectrum but from 
somewhere in the middle.

I’ve covered the news and people who 
drive public debate for more than 40 
years. I’ve met very few people who are 
100 percent right or 100 percent wrong 
about an issue. But I’ve received a series 
of emails the last couple of weeks that 
challenges that experience.

The folks at Minnesota Gun Rights 
are trying to build support to block gun 
safety laws in the next session of the 
Minnesota Legislature. Apparently, their 
opposition to red flag laws and universal 
background checks isn’t enough to at-
tract a crowd, so they’ve come up with 
a novel idea.

Here’s the pitch from the email:
“From right now until Monday at 

midnight is your LAST chance to en-
ter our drawing to win your very own 
SIG P229 – the same pistol the Secret 
Service uses to protect President Don-
ald Trump!... This is the gun the Secret 
Service uses to protect President Trump 
from the hordes of violent anti-gun left-
ists.

“With the 2020 legislative session 
coming up quickly, I need to get a feel 
for how mobilized gun owners are state-
wide, so if you haven’t already done so, 
please fill out your ‘NO WAY on Red 
Flag Gun Seizures’ pledge right away 
and let me know if you intend to FIGHT 
BACK this coming session!”

The email includes an eye-catching 
graphic with a photo of the handgun of-

fered in the raffle and a drawing of an 
American Revolution militiaman com-
plete with a tricorn hat. But instead of 
taking aim with a musket, he’s ready to 
shoot with an assault rifle. That battle-
field weapon would have really mowed 
down the Redcoats.

During the last legislative session, 
the DFL-controlled state House of Rep-
resentatives passed two gun-safety ac-
tions, but the Republican-controlled 
Senate opposed them. The first propos-
al would have expanded background 
checks to private gun sales. Exceptions 
would be made for firearm transfers to 
an immediate family member, trans-
fers while hunting, at a shooting com-
petition or at a gun range.

The second would have allowed law 
enforcement to remove a person’s fire-
arms if they are believed to pose a dan-
ger to themselves 
or others.

That failed at-
tempt to enact 
widely supported 
gun-safety mea-
sures riled up Min-
nesota Gun Rights 
and they even at-
tacked the Repub-
lican leaders who 
blocked Senate ac-
tion.

From the email:
“They know the ONLY reason gun-

grabbers in St. Paul were unable to 
pass ‘Universal Gun Registration’ and 
‘Red Flag Gun Seizure’ legislation this 
past session in St. Paul is because of 
the ferocious defense of our freedoms 
that the members of Minnesota Gun 
Rights maintained.

“But with our Senate Republican 
leadership team under Majority Leader 
Paul Gazelka being perhaps the weak-
est in the country (if not the very 
weakest) gun-grabbers like Senator 
Ron Latz and his pals are licking their 
chops – convinced next year will be 
their time to ram ‘Red Flag Gun Sei-
zure’ legislation into law.”

We need a serious debate on gun 
safety. Proposals include banning 
battlefield weapons and high-capacity 
magazines, red flag laws and universal 
background checks.

The Minnesota Gun Rights group’s 
rhetoric falls far outside a serious, ur-
gent debate with their handgun give-
away and assault-rifle toting minute-
man.

OpinionOpinion
Our View Extreme positions, rhetoric don’t solve issues

Mike 
Knaak

Editor

Vaping is
public health crisis 
for young people

Back in 1975, Minnesota was the first state to 
enact a Clean Indoor Air Act. Although the act did 
not eliminate smoking in public settings, it did 
require the creation of “Smoking Permitted” and 
“No Smoking Areas,” it was still a groundbreaking 
law at the time. Thirty years later, the Freedom 
to Breathe Act banned smoking in indoor public 
spaces and workplaces, including bars and res-
taurants.

It’s time again for Minnesota to take bold action 
and ban the sale of vaping products until the Food 
and Drug Administration or the Centers for Dis-
ease Control have studied the potential dangers. 
Let’s not follow the path that finally led to tobacco 
regulations after millions of people died from can-
cer caused by smoking. Vaping delivers deadly, 
addictive chemicals just as dangerous as tobacco.

Other states and the federal government are 
taking limited action.

Massachusetts announced a four-month ban 
on the sale of all vaping products; Walmart said 
it would stop selling all e-cigarettes and the FDA 
announced it had opened a criminal inquiry into 
the supply chain of vaping products and devices.

In the weeks before that, New York and Michi-
gan imposed bans on sales of flavored products 
and the Trump administration said it would pro-
pose a nationwide ban on most flavored e-cigarette 
products, including mint and menthol.

The use of e-cigarettes is a public health crisis 
with use among teenagers and young adults par-
ticularity alarming.

As of last week, the CDC reported 805 cases 
of lung injury associated with vaping. Use among 
young people, especially males, is significant.

The CDC recorded age and sex data on 373 of 
those 805 cases. Nearly three-fourths are males 
and two thirds are 18 to 34. While the products 
are illegal in Minnesota and most states for people 
younger than 18, the CDC found that 16 percent 
of injuries are in that age group with 38 percent 
occurring in people under age 21.

In addition to the injuries, 17 deaths connected 
to vaping have been reported, including one in 
Minnesota.

While cigarette use among teenagers decreased, 
vaping is on the rise. In 2011, 16 percent of high 
schoolers reporting smoking in the last month. By 
2019 smoking dropped to 6 percent. Meanwhile, 
vaping has increased from 2 percent to 28 percent 
in the same time.

A study by the National Institute on Drug 
Abuse found the increase in vaping last year 
was “the largest ever recorded for any substance 
in the 44 years” that it has tracked adolescent 
drug use.

You can learn more about the dangers of vap-
ing at a program sponsored by the Sartell-St. Ste-
phen school district’s Substance-Free Coalition. A 
speaker from the American Heart Association will 
lead the discussion at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 8 at 
Sartell Middle School.

Minnesota has taken some small steps. The 
Legislature passed a law last session that now 
includes vaping in the Minnesota Clean Indoor Air 
Act, limiting places where vaping is legal.

Other proposals include raising the age for legal 
sale for tobacco and vaping products from 18 to 21 
and banning the sale of flavored vaping products.

Bolder action is needed. The FDA thoroughly 
tests drugs and other products before releasing 
them for widespread sale and use.

The same strict process should be used for this 
dangerous product. Do the research now but in 
the meantime, let’s not experiment with the state’s 
teenagers.

Costco sale deserves investigation, accountability

Connor 
Kockler
Guest Writer
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Is your event listed? Send 
your information to:  Newslead-
er Calendar, 1622 11th Ave. SE., 
St. Cloud, MN 56304., e-mail 
it to news@thenewsleaders.com. 
Most events are listed at no cost. 
Those events are typically free or 
of minimal charge for people to 
attend. Some events, which have 
paid advertising in the News-
leaders, are also listed in the 
calendar and may charge more.

Friday, Oct. 4
St. Joseph Farmers’ Mar-

ket, 3-6 p.m., Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, under the 
water tower near the Wobe-
gon Trail Center, CR 2.

Saturday, Oct. 5
Craft vendor sales, 10 

a.m.-5 p.m., American Le-
gion, 17 Second Ave., N., 
Waite Park.

Buckthorn removal, 2-4 
p.m., Rockville County Park, 
11503 Glacier Road. St. Cloud. 
Meet in the main parking area 
by the restrooms.

Sunday, Oct. 6
Breakfast, sponsored by 

Knights of Columbus, 8:30 
a.m.-noon, Church of St. Jo-
seph Heritage Hall, 12 W 
Minnesota St. A homemade 
breakfast of sausages, eggs, 
hash browns, pancakes, fruit, 
caramel rolls and more.

Breakfast with the St. Ste-
phen Firefighters, 8:30 a.m.-
noon, St. Stephen Parish Hall, 
103 CR 2.

Monday, Oct. 7 
St. Joseph Food Shelf, 

open 1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. 
SE, St. Joseph.

St. Joseph City Council, 6 
p.m., Government Center, 75 
Callaway  St. E.

Tuesday, Oct. 8
Holistic Moms Network, 

7-8:30 p.m., Good Earth Co-
op, 2010 Veterans Drive, St. 
Cloud. 320-252-2489.

National Alliance on 
Mental Health, 7-8:30 p.m., 
Calvary Community Church, 
1200 Roosevelt Road, St. 
Cloud. The group helps par-
ents raising a child with men-
tal illness learn coping skills 
and develop problem-solving 
skills. 320-654-1259.

Wednesday, Oct. 9
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m., 

Stearns History Museum, 235 
33rd Ave. S., St. Cloud. Free 
for members, nominal charge 
for nonmembers.

St. Joseph Area Chamber 
of Commerce, 11:30 a.m., St. 
Joseph Government Center, 
75 Callaway St. E. stjoseph-
chamber.com.

St Joseph Y2K Lions Club, 
6:30 p.m., St. Joseph Commu-
nity Fire Hall, 323 Fourth Ave 
NE. Kay Lemke 320-363-8663.

Thursday, Oct. 10
St. Joseph Food Shelf, 

open 1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. 
SE, St. Joseph

Friday,Oct. 11
Brats, hot dogs and roast 

beef sandwiches, sponsored 
by the St. Joseph Lions, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m., St.  Joseph Meat 
Market, 26 First Ave. NW.

St. Joseph Farmers’ Mar-
ket, 3-6 p.m., Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, under the 
water tower near the Wobe-
gon Trail Center, CR 2.

Saturday, Oct. 12
Brats, hot dogs and roast 

beef sandwiches, sponsored 
by the St. Joseph Lions, 9 
a.m.-4p.m., St.  Joseph Meat 
Martket, 26 First Ave. NW. 

St. Stephen Fire Depart-
ment Open House, 10 a.m.-
noon, St. Stephen Fire & Res-
cue Station, 2 Sixth Ave. SE.

Buckthorn removal, 2-4 
p.m., Rockville County Park, 
11503 Glacier Road, St. Cloud. 
Meet in the main parking area 
by the restrooms.

Pathways 4 Youth Now 
that you Know live fund-
raiser, noon-5 p.m., Division 
Street across from Gilleland 
Chevrolet, St. Cloud. path-
ways4youthmn.org.

Monday, Oct. 14
Fare for All, 3:30-5:30 

p.m., Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, 610 CR 2 N. 

St. Joseph Planning Com-
mission, 6 p.m., Government 
Center, 75 Callaway St. E.

Women of Today informa-
tional meeting, 6:30 p.m., St. 
Joseph Fire Hall, 324 Fourth 
Ave. NE. Learn more about 
Women of Today 320-224-
5722.

St. Joseph Township 

Board, 8 p.m.,  Towhship 
Hall, 935 College Ave. S., St. 
Joseph.

Tuesday, Oct. 15
St. Joseph Economic De-

velopment Authority, 7 a.m., 
Government Center, 75 Calla-
way St. E. 

Memory Writers group de-
velops topics and turns in sto-
ries. 10 a.m., Stearns History 
Museum, 235 33rd Ave. S, St 
Cloud.

Dementia Friends infor-
mation session, 1-2 p.m., 
Sartell Community Center, 
850 19th St. S., Sartell. Learn 
what dementia is, what it’s 
like to live with the disease 
and communicate with peo-
ple who have dementia.

St. Joseph Lions Club, 7 
p.m., Millstream Park Pavil-
ion 101 Fifth Ave. NW., St Jo-
seph. Joanne Bechtold, 320-
363-4483.

St. Cloud Area Genealo-
gists, 7 p.m., Stearns History 
Museum, 235 33rd Ave. S., St. 
Cloud. stearns-museum.org.

Wednesday, Oct. 16
Advocates for Indepen-

dence, 2-4 p.m., Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 Benton Drive 
N., Sauk Rapids. 320-529-
9000 

St. Cloud school board 
meeting, 6:30 p.m, St. Cloud 
City Council Chambers, 400 
Second St. S.

Thursday, Oct. 17
Curbside Collection, 6 

a.m. outside residence for 

customers enrolled in the St. 
Joseph refuse program.

St. Joseph Food Shelf, 
open 1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. 
SE, St. Joseph

St. Joseph Senior Citi-
zens, 1:30 p.m., St. Joseph 
Community Fire Hall, 323 
Fourth Ave. NE.

Friday, Oct. 18
Burger and brat sale, 

sponsored by the Knights of 
Columbus, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., St. 
Joseph Meat Market, 26 First 
Ave. NW.

St. Joseph Farmers’ Mar-
ket, 3-6 p.m., Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, under the 
water tower near the Wobe-
gon Trail Center, CR 2.

St. Cloud Singles Club 
Dance, 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m., 
American Legion, 17 Second 
Ave. S., Waite Park. 320-339-
4533. stcloudsingles.net.

Saturday, Oct. 19
Appliance and Electron-

ic Collection, 8 a.m.-noon, 
behind the St. Joseph Com-
munity Center. Enter off Cal-
laway Street and exit onto 
Baker Street. Limit two items, 
residents should be prepred 
to show ID.

Burger and brat sale, 
sponsored by the Knights of 
Columbus, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., St. 
Joseph Meat Market, 26 First 
Ave. NW.

Buckthorn removal, 2-4 
p.m., Rockville County Park, 
11503 Glacier Road, St. Cloud. 
Meet in the main parking area 
by the restrooms.

Community Calendar

AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 

Condition Vehicle, 2002 and New-
er. Competitive Offer! Nationwide 
FREE Pick Up! Call Now For a 
Free Quote! 888-366-5659(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 
1-855-977-7030 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/

month! 155 Channels & 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On Demand 
(w/SELECT All Included Pack-
age.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No Ad-
ditional Cost. Call 1-844-245-2232 
or satellitedealnow.com/MFCP. 
(MCN)

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. 
Fastest Internet. 100 MB per sec-
ond speed. Free Primetime on 
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO 
CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-577-
7502 (MCN)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed In-
ternet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

COMPUTERS & SUPPLIES
COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DI-

AGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!  
Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 
24/7 EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY 
SERVICE with coupon 42522! Re-
strictions apply. 1-844-938-0797. 
(MCN)

EMPLOYMENT
CLASS A CDL Driver. Good 

home time. Stay in the Midwest. 
Great pay and benefits. Matching 
401k. Bonus’s and tax free mon-
ey. Experience needed. Call Scott 
507-437-9905. Apply on-line. 
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Over $10K in debt? Be debt 

free in 24-48 months. Pay a frac-
tion of what you owe.  A+ BBB 
rated.  Call National Debt Relief 
855-995-1557 (MCN)

Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclosure? We 
can help stop your home from 
foreclosure. The Foreclosure De-
fense helpline can help save your 
home. The Call is absolutely free. 
1-866-850-1384 (MCN)

Struggling With Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? New re-
lief programs can reduce your 
payments. Learn your options. 
Good credit not necessary. Call 
the Helpline 855-238-4594 (Mon-
Fri 9am-5pm Eastern) (MCN)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: 2016 John Deere 

Combine- Model S670, excellent 
condition, 600 separator hours, 
well equipped. Located in South-
ern Minnesota. 507-236-6538 
(MCN)

TRAILER SALE: 18 different 
DUMP trailers 10�, 12� 14� & 16� 
starting at $4,559.00; New Alu-
minum 3 horse slant; 14� Live-
stock, 6X12 V-nose ramp door 
$3,299.00; UTV, ATV, mower, 
motorcycle trailers in steel & alu-
minum. For information & prices 
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com 

515- 972- 4554. (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
ATTENTION:  OXYGEN US-

ERS!  The NEW Inogen One G5.  
1-6 flow settings. Designed for 24 
hour oxygen use. Compact and 
Lightweight.  Get a Free Info kit 
today: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Still paying too much for your 
MEDICATION? Save on medi-
cations such as Lipitor, Advair, 
Diskus, Eliquis, etc! Receive 
free shipping on 1st order – RX 
required. Call 1-877-304-0870 
(MCN)

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home 
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear 
Sound. If you decide to keep it, 
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE 
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1- 855-548-9854. (MCN)

Lung Cancer?  Asbestos expo-
sure in industrial, construction, 
manufacturing jobs, or military 
may be the cause.  Family in the 
home were also exposed.  Call 
1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@
breakinginjurynews.com. $30 bil-
lion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable set-
tlement moneys may not require 
filing a lawsuit. (MCN)

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications available. 
CALL Today For A Free Price 
Quote. 1-866-710-6889 Call Now! 
(MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM has 
helped over a million families 

find senior living. Our trusted, 
local advisors help find solutions 
to your unique needs at no cost 
to you.

1-844-910-0458 (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
BECOME A PUBLISHED AU-

THOR! We edit, print and dis-
tribute your work internationally. 
We do the work… You reap the 
Rewards! Call for a FREE Au-
thor’s Submission Kit: 855-623-
8796 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 

CHARITY.  Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes.  
Running or not!  All conditions 
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for 
details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

PROTECT YOUR HOME AND 
FAMILY with Vivint Smart Home. 
Call 844-500-8711 today to re-
ceive a FREE $50 GIFTCARD with 
your purchase. Use promo code: 
FREE50 (MCN)

Book Your Flight Today on 
United, Delta, American, Air 
France, Air Canada. We have the 
best rates. Call today to learn 
more 1-855-725-6305 (MCN)

Denied Social Security Disabil-
ity? Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed 
for SSD and denied, our attorneys 
can help get you approved! No 
money out of pockets! Call 1-866-
276-3845 (MCN)

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING 
AT $49/ MONTH! Call for your 
fee rate comparison to see how 
much you can save! Call: 855-
648-7642. (MCN)

Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to get the 
Next Generation Samsung Galaxy 
S10e FREE. FREE iPhone with 
AT&T? Buy one, Give One. While 
supplies last! CALL 1-8665524495 
or www.freephonesnow.com//
midwest. (MCN)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 855-836-2250 (MCN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Call us first. Living 
expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. 
Choose adoptive family of your 
choice. Call 24/7. 855-360-6620 
(MCN)

INVENTORS – FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE. Have your 
product idea developed afford-
ably by the Research & Develop-
ment pros and presented to man-
ufacturers.  Call 1-844-809-1837 
for a Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a free con-
sultation. (MCN)

MobileHelp, America’s Pre-
mier Mobile Medical Alert Sys-
tem. Whether You’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of 
Mind. No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-
385-9770. (MCN)

PERSONALS
Meet singles right now! No 

paid operators, just real people 
like you. Browse greetings, ex-
change messages and connect 
live. Try it free. Call now: 855-
651-0114. (MCN)
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211 COUNTY RD 75 W - ST. JOSEPH

Oct 7th - 13th         
Nov 8th

week of $1 taco bravos®

$.50 potato olés®

Nov 11th - 30th      
Dec 3rd
Dec 9th - 15th        

super six pack and a pound®

$.50 dessert day
week of $1 desserts

Taco John's in St. Joseph is under NEW MANAGEMENT.  Stop
 in soon to take advantage of our 50th Anniversary specials. 

celebrating 50 years of awesome!

Clothing, shoes, purses, bed & bath
 and bed & bath accessories

Spin the wheel for great savings, face painting, 

pumpkins, coloring, games, prizes & candy for all!

Monday, Oct. 14
Open 9 a.m.- 9:30 p.m.

Family Fun Fest
Saturday, Oct. 19
Open 9 a.m.- 9:30 p.m.

COLUMBUS DAY SALE

50% OFF!

FACT helps feed hungry school students
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

It all started in 2018 when some 
students in the St. Cloud school dis-
trict came home to tell their parents 
they’d seen some kids at school eat-
ing left-over food from the garbage.

That’s when a few alarmed and 
concerned parents organized a vol-
unteer program dubbed FACT – 
Feeding Area Children Together. It 
is a way to get food to children 
that they can eat on weekends and 
on nonschool days throughout the 
school year. It will continue this 
year too.

In fact, there are plans to extend 
the program to other area school 
districts, including Sartell. But that 
can only happen once the St. Cloud 
district is going strong; currently, 
there is a waiting list for the pro-
gram’s services. FACT is now serv-
ing more than 200 students who 

attend schools in St. Cloud.
Zurya Anjum, a Sartell resident, 

is a member of the FACT board. She 
explained how the program works. 
On the last day of school each week, 
bags of food are discreetly placed in 
the backpacks of children eligible 
for FACT. Those children are iden-
tified through self-referrals or by 
teachers and/or social workers.

Each food bag, per weekend, con-
tains two breakfasts, two lunches 
and two snacks. All the food items 
are single-serve, child-appealing and 
shelf-stable.

The need for the food supple-
ments has grown “exponentially,” 
said Anjum, who is urging people 
to lend a hand or donate to the 
program. Currently, there are three 
needs:

One: Monetary donations ($5 can 
buy enough FACT food for a week 
for one child; $180 can provide 
enough for the entire school year).

Two: Storage places are also need-
ed for packing the food packs and 
for storing them until distribution. 
Currently, that process takes place 
in the basements of the houses of 
board members and in local church-
es.

Three: People to help current 
board-member volunteers to seek 
individuals, organizations and busi-
nesses willing to contribute in one 
way or another.

“We have a long wait list and 
even though we want to feed each 
child, we do not have the resources 

to do so currently,” Anjum said. 
“Our policy is to not start a pack for 
a child until we have the financial 
resources to do it for that child for a 
whole school year.”

FACT also stocks pantries located 
within each school that is stocked 
by donations from the community 
and is available to all students.

FACT recipients also receive box-
es of food for longer school breaks, 
such as holidays, and those box-
es contain fresh donated produce, 
bread and pantry staples.

“If anyone can help us with this 
cause – with space that is desper-
ately needed, with money or with 
their time, please contact us,” An-
jum said. “Let’s take a stand that no 
child needs to go to bed hungry in 
our neighborhoods.”

To find out more, to donate or to 
volunteer, go to www.stcloudFACT.
org. Or send donations to FACT, 
P.O. Box 7832, St. Cloud, MN 56302. 




