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Ghostly greetings
Two neighbors in southeast St. Joseph teamed up again this year to create an elaborate Halloween display. Sharon Fiereck and 
Mary Kay Hoeschen have combined their decorations and skill for the past six years and alternate the display between their 
yards. This year the decorations enliven Fiereck’s yard at 118 Fifth Ave. SE.

Initiative started for outdoor SaveStations
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

According to Advocates for 
Health, sudden cardiac arrest 
is the leading cause of death 
in our country and claims 
about 350,000 lives each year. 
It kills 1,000 people per day 
or one person every two min-
utes and about 95 percent of 
victims die before they reach 
the hospital or other emer-
gency help.

These are some of the rea-
sons why local resident Bruce 

Bechtold recently started an 
initiative to get automatic 
external defibrillator (AED) 
SaveStations installed around 
the Pleasant Acres neighbor-
hood near St. Joseph.

AEDs are portable ma-
chines that are used to deliver 
electrical shocks through the 
chest to the heart to people 
who have suffered a sudden 
cardiac arrest.

An AED SaveStation is a 
place where an AED is in-
stalled in a temperature-con-
trolled and monitored box.

People can access AEDs 
at SaveStations when a sud-
den cardiac arrest occurs. In 
such a crisis, people helping 
the victim should immediate-
ly call 911 and begin cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation. The 
AED can be used to shock the 
victim's heart into beating 
again. When first responders 
arrive at the scene, they can 
then take over to help the 
patient.

Bechtold was employed by 
the Stearns County Sheriff's 
Office for 32 years, the last 14 

as the chief deputy. During 
those years he said he per-
formed cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation on several people 
but noticed after the intro-
duction of defibrillators in 
the hands of first responders, 
the number of lives saved 
increased.  

Bechtold said when he was 
working for the Sheriff's Of-
fice he had a defibrillator 
assigned to his squad car 
and brought it in his house 
at night.  
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St. Joseph Jaycees help fund BizTown trip
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

Are fifth- and 
sixth-graders ready to 
run and operate busi-
nesses?

St. Joseph Catho-
lic School fifth- and 
sixth-graders recently 
had a chance to show 
how efficient they could 
be in the business world 
when they took a trip 
to Junior Achievement 
BizTown.

The St. Joseph Jay-
cees helped fund the 
students' trip to the 
12,000-square-foot city 
with 18 businesses, in 
St. Paul. The St. Joseph 
Jaycees is a community 
service group for men 
and women ages 18-
41 that helps fund area 
needs.

St. Joseph Catholic 
School fifth-grade teach-
er Tess Koltes had con-
tacted the St. Joseph Jay-
cees to ask about fund-

ing and said the organi-
zation's donation saved 
each family more than 
$20 for the day.

Tim Nelson, St. Jo-
seph Jaycees president, 
commented on their do-
nation for the trip.

"The St. Joseph Jay-
cees are committed to 
sponsoring opportunities 
for the youth within our 
community," said Nel-
son. "Junior Achieve-
ment BizTown is such a 

contributed photo

St. Joseph Catholic School students Connor May (left) 
and Kolton Harren get ready to build at BizTown.BizTown • page 5

Winter farmers’ market
opens at community center

The Sartell Farmers Market is 
open from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 2, inside the Sartell 
Community Center, 850 19th St. S. 
Come join us for the first market 
of the winter season. You will find 
many great items including the 
following: eggs, meat, squash, on-
ions, potatoes, salsa, BBQ Sauce, 
honey, maple syrup, baked goods, 
canned goods, handmade crafts 
and much more. Get a jump on 
your holiday shopping and plan 
for great meals for the coming 
month.

Turn clocks back 
Sunday morning

Daylight saving time, which 
started in March, ends Sunday, 
Nov. 3. At 2 a.m. Sunday, or before 
retiring Saturday night, residents 
should turn clocks back one hour 
to reflect the ending of daylight 
saving time.

Fare for All
set Nov. 11

Fare for All’s next distribu-
tion will be from 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 11 at Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, 610 CR 2, St. 
Joseph. Holiday packs, including 
an 9- to 10-pound Jennie-O whole 
turkey, chicken breasts, Johnson-
ville Italian sausage, rotisserie tur-
key tenderloin, sage pork sausage, 
green beans and a Mrs. Smith’s 
pumpkin pie, will be available. 
Fare for All is a budget-stretching 
program that allows people to save 
up to 40 percent off fresh fruits, 
vegetables and frozen meats. Dis-
tribution is once a month. This 
event is open to everyone who 
wants to stretch their grocery dol-
lar. Cash, credit, debit cards and 
EBT cards are accepted. For more 
information, visit fareforall.org or 
call 320-363-4232.

Food-packaging event
needs volunteers

Volunteers are needed for the 
seventh annual We Are Thankful 
food-packaging event on Sunday, 
Nov. 17, at the River’s Edge Con-
vention Center, 10 Fourth Ave. S., 
St. Cloud. Three volunteer shifts 
are available from 9-11 a.m., 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. and 1-3 p.m. Do-
nations are also needed to pay 
for ingredients. For more infor-
mation, call the United Way of 
Central Minnesota at 320-223-7991 
or mkrippner@unitedwayhelps.
org.
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17 Second Ave. N
American Legion - Waite Park

REIMBURSED STIPEND VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

t eran ocial er ice o  innesota is loo ing or 
ol nteers  55  to ser e in o r  Com anion rogram. 

r ol nteers recei e a sti en  mileage reim rsment 
an  ot er ene its.

Contact Janel Heinen at 320.241.5173 or email 
Janel.Heinen@lssmn.org

TRUCKING
B renny T ransportation, I nc.

G lob al Transportation Servi ce
St. Jo seph •  320-363-6999 

w w w .b rennytransportation.c om

AUTO BODY REPAIR
A uto B ody 2 0 0 0

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Jo seph •  320-363-1 1 1 6

DENTISTRY
D rs. Styles, C otton &  M ilb ert

1 51 4 E. Minnesota St.
St. Jo seph •  320-363-7729

Laser D entistry 
26 2nd A ve . NW

St. Jo seph •  320-363-4468

ELECTRICAL 
HI - T E C  E lectric •  St. J oseph

R esidential •  C ommerci al
R emodeling  •  G eneral Servi ce s
320-363-8808 •  320-980-051 4

EYECARE
Russell E yecare &  A ssociates
1 5 E. Minnesota St., Ste. 1 07 

St. Jo seph •  320-433-4326

TRUCKING
B renny T ransportation, I nc.

G lob al Transportation Servi ce
St. Jo seph •  320-363-6999 

w w w .b rennytransportation.c om

Call the St. Joseph Newsleader at 320-363-7741 
if you would like your business included. Check out the online Business Directory 

at thenewsleaders.com which hyperlinks to each business’ website.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Larry Rudolph, Optician
306 Main St. E. 
St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380
320-252-6924 Home

St. Stephen 
Optical

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon SaturdayHours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday

(formerly Index 53)

- 3 p.m.

VFW 428
9-18th Ave. N., St. Cloud

Sponsored by VFW 428 Auxiliary 
All proceeds go to local Veterans

Free Community 

THANKSGIVING MEAL

Sponsored by St. Joseph Catholic Church, Central MN Catholic Worker and Resurrection Lutheran Church

Sunday, Nov. 24  
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Heritage Hall at the Church of St. Joseph
12 W. Minnesota St. 

For more information call Mary Plafcan at 320-249-5718, 
Church of St. Joseph at 320-363-7505.

Applications open for legislative pages
High school juniors have an 

opportunity to spend a week at 
the Capitol as a legislative page.

Applications for the page 
program are now open for the 
2019 session with a Nov. 28 
deadline.

High school pages attend 
meetings with legislators, con-
stitutional officers, members of 
the judiciary and others. Pages 
also assist members and staff 
during House floor sessions 
and participate in mock com-
mittee hearings.

Twelve week-long slots are 
available from early February 
until mid-May and stipends are 
available to defray expenses.

“We often talk about how 
today’s students are active 
learners and the House’s page 
program is a perfect fit for that 
approach,” Rep. Lisa Demuth 
(R-Cold Spring) said. “The in-
sights pages gain at the Capitol 
simply can’t be learned from a 
textbook since students literally 
are in the front row as the legis-
lative process takes place.”

The House of Representa-
tives page program has been 
in place for more than 40 
years. Participants are selected 
through a formal process that 
includes an application, faculty 
recommendation and an essay.

More information is avail-
able at www.house.mn by 
clicking the “High School Page 
Program” link near the bottom 
of the site or by calling 651-296-
4373.

Aging Mastery classes taking 
place at Heritage Hall
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

If you are age 50 and older 
and interested in participating 
in a fun educational behavior 
change incentive program for 
aging well, you have a chance to 
attend classes from 6:30-8 p.m. 
on Thursdays at the Church of 
St. Joseph Catholic Church Heri-
tage Hall in St. Joseph.

Classes began in September, 
but are ongoing. During the 
classes, a variety of experts pres-
ent on topics related to aging.

Topics that have been dis-
cussed so far include exercise, 
nutrition/healthy eating, ad-
vanced care planning, medica-
tions and fall prevention.

Financial planning is the 
scheduled topic for Nov. 14. Ad-
ditional dates and topics will be 
announced later.

Parish nurse Marjorie Henke-
meyer said the program is de-
signed to promote aging well 
and helps individuals to explore 

aspects in their lives such as ex-
ercise, nutrition, advanced care 
planning, financial planning, 
sleep, medications and commu-
nity engagement.

"The program helps individ-
uals to work to set goals for a 
positive approach to aging," she 
said.

According to the National 
Council on Aging website, the 
Aging Mastery Program is a na-
tionwide program with a pres-
ence in more than 260 sites. 
More than 11,000 participants 
have completed the classroom 
program.

The Aging Mastery Program's 
core curriculum covers 10 topics. 
Classroom experiences include 
interactive learning with an em-
phasis on peer-to-peer interac-
tion.

There are also elective Ag-
ing Mastery Program classes that 
can be offered as a follow-on 
to the 10-class core program for 
graduates. These classes address 
topics such as patient/physician 

communication, memory, home 
safety, malnutrition and bucket 
lists.

There is also an Aging Mastery 
Program for Caregivers program 
available. This class educates 
caregivers about the impacts 
of caregiving and also provides 
them with the tools they need to 
stay healthier and happier in the 
caregiving journey.

Since launching in 2013, re-
sults have shown older adults 
in the program significantly 
increased their social connect-
edness, physical activity levels, 
healthy eating habits, use of ad-
vanced planning, participation 
in evidence-based programs and 
adoption of several other healthy 
behaviors.

The class is sponsored by 
the Central Minnesota Council 
on Aging and Whitney Senior 
Center.

There is no fee for the classes 
and registration is not required. 
For additional information call 
Henkemeyer at 320-363-4588.
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Income guidelines apply.

We are accepting appli-
cations for two-bedroom 

townhomes in St. Joseph, a 
m lti amil development with 

close amenities and 
entertainment, nestled in a 

quiet residential area.
Rent based on income.

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
320-557-0195 or email

ccrossing@brutgerequities.com

Professionally managed by

CARLSON
CROSSING

TOWNHOMES

Hollow Park Apts
St. Joseph
      

. 

e  ober  
o ember.

 e  b e  o  ome

o o mo  e e  
 e o   

507-451-85
lifestyleinc.net

tdd: 507-451-0704
Equal Housing Opportunity

Holiday Craft 
and 

Bake Sale

Saturday, Nov. 2
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Great Hall • St. John s̓ University

Saturday, Nov. 2 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

VFW 428
9-18th Ave. N., St. Cloud

CRAFT-VENDOR SALES

Donations accepted for Anna Marie’s Alliance 

"It felt comforting to know 
I had that device that I could 
help my family and neighbors 
if the need arose," Bechtold 
said. "After I retired, I no lon-
ger had that bit of 'insurance' 
around anymore."

After reading several arti-
cles in the St. Joseph News-
leader about the SaveStations 
in St. Joseph, he said he felt 
his rural neighborhood could 
really benefit from them.

"We have exceptional first 
responders (sheriff's deputies 
and St. Joseph Fire/Rescue), 
but given our location, the 
response time is longer," he 
said.  

Bechtold reached out to 
Advocates for Health and be-
gan working with them. He 
said they are a great resource.  

He also contacted his 
neighbor and cousin, Mark 
Hilsgen, to see if he would be 
willing to help.  

"Mark was very eager to 
help since his life was saved 
by a defibrillator," Bechtold 
said.  

Hilsgen experienced a sud-
den cardiac arrest in church 
on Oct. 17, 2010, and was 
saved by other parishioners 
(many of who are trained 
medical professionals) who 
administered cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation and used 
an AED to shock his heart.

Hilsgen was fortunate St. 
Joseph First Responder Justin 
Honor still had an AED in his 
vehicle because he had taken 
an AED course the night be-
fore and hadn't yet returned 
the AED to the police station.

Hilsgen said he is very sup-
portive of the SaveStations.

"It saved my life," he said. 
"If there wouldn't have been 
an AED available, I wouldn't 
be here. I'm all for them be-
ing located closer to people to 
save lives."

Hilsgen said when he expe-
rienced his sudden cardiac ar-
rest there was only a 3.5 per-
cent survival rate for sudden 

cardiac arrest victims. Now, 
that survival rate is about 10 
percent for the area and he 
believes that is due in part 
to more SaveStations being 
installed in the area.

Betty Pundsack, who has 
been a teacher at St. Joseph 
Catholic School for more than 
40 years, also experienced a 
sudden cardiac arrest on April 
10, 2017, while at work and 
shared her story.

She said she has no rec-
ollection of the events, but 
she has been told that after 
she collapsed while talking 
to another teacher, that 
teacher called 911 and asked 
for help. Three former sec-
ond-grade-students of Pund-
sack's, who were members of 
the St. Joseph Fire and Rescue 
squad and were dropping off 
their children, assisted and 
started cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation. Two medical pro-
fessionals were also dropping 
off their children at school 
and administered the AED, 
which Pundsack had col-
lapsed underneath.

Pundsack said she was 
transported to the hospital 
and remained there for 10 
days.

"I am totally in awe of the 
circumstances and outcome 
and the heroes who assisted 
me onsite, in transit and at 
the hospital and humbled by 
the fact I survived," Pundsack 
said. "The AED truly saved 
my life."

Bechtold said his initial 
idea was to install one SaveS-
tation in a central area in the 
Pleasant Acres area (he and 
Hilsgen do not live in Pleas-
ant Acres but live close to 
the area). The Advocates for 
Health group suggested four 
stations to more adequately 
cover the area.  

Bechtold said they hope 
to have residents install the 
SaveStations on their garages 
in certain geographic areas to 
maximize the benefit and re-
duce the response time.  

"We are hoping to raise 
$14,000 to cover the four 
wall-mount stations, which 

includes signage and a main-
tenance agreement," Bechtold 
said.  

The wall mount stations 
are less expensive.

Bechtold said they hope to 
obtain many donations of any 
amount but larger donations 
will help achieve the goal of 
four stations.  

"A contribution of any 
amount will be appreciated 
and go as an investment in 
ourselves, our families and 
our neighbors," he said.

They would also appreciate 
having more residents helping 
with the task of home vis-
its since the neighborhood is 
large and sprawling.  

"The more people involved, 
the more efficiently we can 
get the word out," he said.

Anyone interested in donat-
ing or helping with the coor-
dination and fundraising can 
contact Bechtold by phone 
at 320-363-4989 or email him 
at bechtoldbp@aol.com or 
Hilsgen by phone at 320-363-
7304 with questions or if they 
would like to volunteer in the 
coordination and fundraising.

Donations can be made on 
this website: 

h t t p s : / / c rowd fund ing .
savestation.ca/campaign/30/
pleasant-acres-neighborhood.

Or checks can be written 
to Advocates for Health. A 
receipt will be mailed with 
any donations made by check 
or cash.

Advocates for Health have 
applied for CentraCare grants 
to donate the defibrilla-
tors.  The money raised will 
be used to purchase the cli-
mate-controlled SaveStations.

Bechtold grew up in the 
St. Joseph area and he and 
his wife, Pat, have lived in 
the Pleasant Acres area for 29 
years. They have four adult 
children. Their son, Sam, is 
married to Carrie and they 
have one son, Bodie.  Their 
daughter, Mary, is married to 
Blake Bellefeuille, and their 
other two children are Ted 
and Kate.  

Hilsgen grew up in St. 
Cloud. He and his wife, Lisa, 
have lived in the Pleasant 
Acres area for 27 years. They 
have twin daughters, Amber 
and Allie.

photo by Cori Hilsgen

Local residents Mark Hilsgen (left) and Bruce Bechtold stand 
by a wall-mounted AED SaveStation, located at the St. Joseph 
Community Fire Station, which was donated in memory of 
Ken Twit, by his wife, Audrey. Bechtold and Hilsgen are part 
of an initiative trying to raise funds to install four SaveStations 
around the Pleasant Acres area of St. Joseph.

Initiative
from front page

Schools still 
need reading, 
math tutors

Tutors are still needed for 
the Minnesota Math Corps 
and the Minnesota Reading 
Corps.

Tutors are being sought for 
three different levels of com-
mitment:  35, 25 or 18 hours 
a week.

Tutors receive a stipend ev-
ery two weeks, and can earn 
up to an additional $4,200 
for student loans or tuition, 
which can be gifted to a fam-
ily member if the tutor is 55 
or older.

 Many tutors also qualify 
for additional benefits such 
as free health insurance and 
child care assistance.

Two math tutors are need-
ed in St. Joseph.

Sartell schools are looking 
for three reading tutors and 
one math tutor.

Math and literacy tutors 
are trained by Math Corps 
and Reading Corps. Tutor 
candidates come from a va-
riety of backgrounds, ranging 
from high school graduates to 
retirees. Mid-career individu-
als considering a professional 
change are also excellent can-
didates. 

Parents also find serving as 
a tutor is a great way to sup-
port their child’s school.

Apply at readingandmath.
net or call 866-859-2825.
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Gold Star Mother Jeanette Faughn
remembers her daughter, Marine husband

The American Legion is cel-
ebrating its 100th birthday in 
2019. Profiles of St. Joseph-area 
veterans are being published in 
each Newsleader during 2019. 
The Newsleader is joining with 
Post 328 to recognize veter-
ans and Legion members who 
served during World War II, Ko-
rea, Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan 
and other theaters of conflict 
and Cold War tensions.

by Tom Klecker

Jeanette Faughn, 82, 
Gold Star Mother

Bonnie Sue Faughn, 
Gulf War Era

For those readers who have 
followed these articles during 
this past year, please note the 
departure from the usual for-
mat.

We will pay respectful honor 
and gratitude to two women – 
mother and daughter.

Jenny Faughn was born at 
St. Cloud Hospital and was 
raised on a dairy farm just 
north of St. Joseph. Jenny and 
her 11 siblings helped with 
farm work, a part of which in-
volved the day-to-day operation 
of the Kuebelbeck Dairy. Family 
members bottled the milk and 
cream and then delivered to 
homes and grocery stores in 
town, usually before going to 
church or school. Later Jen-
ny’s brother, Jim, continued 
the milk route driving his old 
familiar milk truck.

Jenny describes herself as 
a straight-A student while she 
attended the Catholic (aka Lab) 
School in town. Jenny did not 
go to high school in spite of 
scholarships being available. 
She recalls her father’s deci-
sion being such that the six 
girls should get a job unless of 
course they planned to go into 
the convent and become nuns.

Jenny continued to help 
out on the farm, but she also 
worked as a waitress at Sal’s 
Cafe for more than a year. Later 
she worked as a nanny for a 
family that lived in South St. 
Paul.

At the age of 20 Jenny met 
her future husband, Leonard, 
who had just returned from the 
Korean War. After six months of 
dating they married and lived 
in South St. Paul. Leonard, a 
Marine, suffered from PTSD, 
which imposed understandable 
stress on the family.

From their marriage Jenny 
and Leonard had nine children, 
eight girls and one boy. Jenny 
says that raising this large of a 
family was “all for the greater 
honor of God. It was the best 
years of my life.”  She partic-

ularly remembers all the times 
the family just packed up and 
went camping.

At one time Jenny was a 
seamstress for Macalester Col-
lege in St. Paul.

With the circumstances sur-
rounding Bonnie's death in 
1994, happy times seemed to 
quickly evaporate. Leonard’s 
manner of grieving the death of 
his daughter was substantially 
at odds with Jenny’s grief-loss 
issues.

After 60 years of marriage, 
Leonard died on Dec. 4, 2016, 
while a patient at the St. Cloud 
VA Health Care System in St. 
Cloud.

From this marriage came 
nine children, 13 grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchildren.

Jenny now lives in an apart-
ment at Woodcrest of Country 
Manor.

Daughter Bonnie was Jen-
ny’s third child. By temper-
ament Jenny describes her 
daughter as “shy and some-
what a people pleaser."

After graduating from South 
St. Paul High School, Bonnie 
“bounced around odd jobs” for 
ten years.

Perhaps in part to make her 
father proud, Bonnie enlisted in 
the Navy at age 27. She went to 
boot camp at Great Lakes Naval 
Training in Chicago.

Her first duty station was 
the Naval War College locat-
ed at Newport, Rhode Island. 
The war college is the highest 
educational institution of the 
U.S. Navy. Bonnie worked in 
the war gaming department as 
a computer operator. In this 
enhanced naval war gaming 
system she provided software 
and training support.

Bonnie’s next duty station 
was Naval Air Station, Sigonel-
la, Sicily. Centrally located right 
in the middle of the Mediter-
ranean, this Italian island is 
96 miles from Tunisia, North 
Africa. Thus, its location has 
significant military importance. 
Some of Bonnie’s duties were 
classified.

Just prior to her death, Bon-
nie, now an E-5, Petty Officer 
Second Class, had signed up for 
another four-year hitch. Bonnie 
loved the Navy, was engaged to 
be married, had a lovely apart-
ment off base and had bought 
air fare for a planned trip to 
Rome.  She was in her groove, 
so full of life. Bonnie ran mar-
athons and had several friends 
to share in her numerous inter-
ests.  She traveled Europe.  She 
found for herself a new Cath-
olic spirituality that provided 
much serenity.

All that joy, purpose and 
duty came to an abrupt and 
tragic end for this 31-year-old 
sailor. The Naval Criminal In-
vestigative Service concluded 

that Bonnie's death was likely 
a victim of foul play.

From Jenny’s perspective 
she believes her daughter’s 
death even now is shrouded in 
mystery.

The two officers who came 
to tell Jenny and Leonard that 
their daughter was deceased 
could not share any other in-
formation.  It was only two 
weeks later when Jenny had 
to identify the body of Bonnie 
that she found out the cause 
of her death was ambiguously 
attributed to foul play.

Bonnie’s co-workers were 
prohibited from sharing any in-
formation with the family. After 
contacting Rep. Colin Peterson, 
some information did come to 
light. According to Jenny, it 
was fully two years before she 
and Leonard got any real infor-
mation about the death of their 
daughter.

As one might  expect, Jenny 
still is wanting answers. She 
recently sought help in securing 
any and all information about 
the circumstances surrounding 
Bonnie's death.  Jenny has con-
tacted Sen. Amy Klobuchar’s 
office, in spite of the fact 25 
years have passed since Bon-
nie’s life ended in 1994.

Initially, Bonnie was bur-
ied in a cemetery in Menah-
ga. Upon the death of Jenny’s 
husband, Leonard, Bonnie’s re-
mains were exhumed and bur-
ied with her dad in the new 
cemetery in St. Joseph.

Perhaps given the substan-
tial lapse of time, additional 
answers to long held questions 
may not be forth coming.

Gold Star Mother
The designation of a Gold 

Star Mother was a term initially 
coined by President Woodrow 
Wilson at the end of World War 
I.  When a mother loses a son 
or daughter while they are on 
active duty in the military, they 
are automatically designated a 
Gold Star Mother.

On June 4, 1925, 25 mothers 
of deceased military sons or 
daughters met in Washington, 
D.C., and formed the nation-

al organization known as the 
American Gold Star Mothers 
Inc. From that day on the tra-
dition was born to hang a small 
flag (Gold Star-centered on a 
white field) in the front window 
of the home.

Later a flag of similar size 
was popularized during World 
War II. In lieu of a gold star, 
a blue star denotes the fact 
the mother who resides in that 
particular home has a son or 
daughter on active military duty.

photo by Mike Knaak

Gold Star Mother Jeanette Faughn holds her daughter’s memorial flag.

Bonnie Faughn
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Men’s/Women’s/Children’s Clothing, Shoes/Boots, Purses/Bags, Bed & Bath, Bed & 

Bath Accessories (Includes scarves, mittens, hats, hair accessories, crafts and more.)

Pre-sale Sunday, Nov. 10 for Club Card Members
Signing up is fast and free!

3326 W Division St, St Cloud, MN 56301

3326 W. Division St, St. Cloud, Minn. 56301 • 320 203-0558
Hours: Monday-Saturday: 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Sunday: 10 a.m.- 7 p.m.

Monday, nov. 11
50% off all:

Veterans 
Day Sale

320-258-3094
6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

realifecoopmuellergardens.org

Independent Living  • Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Secure Community • Maintenance Free
Enjoy Friendship and Social Activities

Independent Living  • Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Find your new home here!

55+ Senior Housing Community

6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

Realife Cooperative 
at Mueller Gardens

statefarm.com/small-business-insurance

Ask us 
about small 
business 
insurance.
Contact your local 
State Farm® agent.

Arts and Crafts Sale
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ST. JOSEPH HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.

• Open to Everyone: Pre-school children, Youth, Adults and Senior Citizens
• We can take you to: Appointments, Work, Pre-school, Errands and More
• Service type: Curb to Curb

Call for more information or to schedule a ride:
(320) 251-1612 or (888) 765-5597

WWW.TRICAP.ORG

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Drive Carefully!
School is in Sessiongreat opportunity for students 

to experience how employment 
and the economy operate. It 
gives us great joy to see kids 
have so much fun while learn-
ing."

He added these are the 
things that help motivate their 
volunteer group to give back 
more to the area.

Koltes and sixth-grade teach-
er Susan Huls spent several 
weeks preparing the students 
before the day-long BizTown 
simulation event. Students 
learned about writing a resume, 
applying for a job, depositing 
a payment, writing a check, 
using a debit card, setting price 
points for businesses to make 
a profit and how to work as a 
team. 

At BizTown, volunteers help 
small groups of students make 
important business and finance 
decisions. Through the class-
room lessons, hands-on activ-
ities and participation in the 
simulated economy, students 
gain an understanding of how 
what they learn in school can 
be applied in the real world.

Twenty-three students par-
ticipated in BizTown. Business-
es that were operated by the St. 
Joseph Catholic School students 
included U.S. Bank, Mortenson 
Construction, Cargill STEM and 
Delta. These businesses are all 
Minnesota-based and are spon-
sors of the Junior Achievement 
BizTown sites.

St. Joseph Catholic School 
students commented about 
their BizTown experience.

Aquiliana Wolf was the chief 
executive officer of U.S. Bank 
at BizTown.

"This is the best,” Wolf said. 
"It is a hands-on experience 
using computers for deposit-
ing money and printing pay-
check(s).” 

Saima Velline worked as a 
teller at the bank.

“There is a lot of technology 
in these businesses," Velline 
said.

Henry Dullinger was the 
chief financial officer of Morten-
son Construction.

“We got to build stuff, 
sell it and get paid for it," he 

contributeds photo

St. Joseph Catholic School student (front) Kenzie Harren does 
paperwork as (back, left to right) Will Velline, Amber Pankratz 
and James Hanauska complete STEM experiments at BizTown.

BizTown
from front page

St. Joseph Catholic School student Peyton Phillipp works at 
Mortenson Construction during BizTown, a day-long business 
simulation event in St. Paul.

Biz Town • back page
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HOLIDAY SALUTE |  NEVER FORGET

Annually, in December, Congress 
designates a Saturday as National 
Wreaths Across America Day. In 2019, 
that day is Dec. 14.

Today, the group coordinates cere-
monies in 1,600 locations in cemeter-
ies and at sea around the world. 
Whether you volunteer your time or 
contribute a monetary donation, the 
cause is a wholesome movement to 
support. 

A BRIEF HISTORY
In 1992, Morrill Worcester, owner of 

Worcester Wreath Company, found his 
company with a surplus of wreaths as 
the holiday season ended. As a child, 
he visited Arlington National Cemetery 
after winning a trip to Washington, 
D.C. The experience would stick with 
him and ultimately lead him to donate 

his extra product to an older section of 
the military cemetery that was receiv-
ing fewer visitors and attention for the 
buried soldiers. 

The wreath-laying ceremony in 
Arlington went on silently until 2005, 
when an image of the adorned stones 
spread across the internet and went 
viral, prompting the movement to 
become a registered nonprofit. In 2014, 
the group met their amazing goal of 
covering the entirety of the Arlington 
National Cemetery with 226,525 
wreaths. 

Today, with the help of volunteers 
and donations, the group distributes 
wreaths to all 50 states and offers 

learning tools to teach younger gener-
ations about the significance of our 
military members. 

HOW TO DONATE
You can make a monetary contribu-

tion by sponsoring wreaths to be used 
during ceremonies. It is a passionate 
way to say “thank you” to a fallen sol-
dier who sacrificed their lives for our 
country’s freedom. Another unique 
donation they accept is assistance 
from trucking companies to trek their 
wreaths across the country. The Honor 
Fleet is made up of generous truck 
owners who distribute the symbols 
throughout the nation.

Wreaths Across America
If you’re looking for a 
unique cause to stand 

behind this holiday 
season, Wreaths Across 

America is an organization 
who honors fallen soldiers 
with memorable wreath-

laying ceremonies. 

© ADOBE STOCK

Sartell, MN
320.253.1920

www.countrymanorcampus.org

LITTLE FALLS
RICE

ROYALTON

PROUD TO HELP 
SERVICE MEMBERS AND 

VETERANS BECOME 
HOMEOWNERS

Contact 
us today 
about a 

VA Loan! 

pinecountrybank.com

Northland

St. Cloud & Brainerd        800.892.8542   www.freightlinerofstcloud.com

WASTE & RECYCLING 
SERVICES

320-252-9608
WWW.REPUBLICSERVICES.COM

700 40th Ave NE

Sauk Rapids

26 1st Ave. NW. • St. Joseph, MN 56374 • (320) 363-4913

  www.stjosephmeatmarket.com

W
IN

NE
R

FO

R THREE YEARS RUNNING
!
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HOLIDAY SALUTE |  GIVE TO CHARITY

You can say thanks and show 
support to their sacrifices by 
supporting a notable charity 
who distributes your donations 
responsibly to those in need. 

If you’re unsure how to go 
about finding an organization 
and the right way to donate, 
here are a few charities to con-
sider. 

OPERATION 
HELP A HERO

This organization offers all-
around support for serving 
military members, veterans 
and their families. A part of 
their mission is to connect 
with servicemen and service-
women year-round. Around 
the holidays, Operation 
Christmas Spirit is their unique 
way to offer relief, gifts and 
support throughout the sea-
son. 

Their website makes it easy 
to do your part in supporting 
their cause and the military. 
Whether you make a financial 
donation or volunteer your 
time to operate a charity event 
or coordinate a gathering, the 
organization is always in need 
of volunteers.

SOLDIER’S ANGELS
This nonprofit group pro-

vides comfort to military 
members through numerous 
charities. Two of their holiday 
focused chapters include: 

Adopt-A-Family offers gifts 
for military children and pro-
vide parents with grocery 
store gift cards to create a 
delicious holiday meal. 

Holiday Community mem-
bers coordinate the sending of 
cards, letters and stockings to 
service troops and veterans. 

According to the organiza-
tion, donations have helped 
contribute to these impressive 
statistics. 

• More than 120,000 items 
provided to veterans at their 
VA Medical facilities in 2017.

• 851,000 care packages 
sent to deployed service 
members over the last 15 
years. 

• More than 22,000 veterans 
were provided with food 

assistance throughout the 
country in 2017.

TOYS FOR TOTS
Established in 1947, the Toys 

for Tots program was devel-
oped by Marine Corps Reserve 
Maj. Bill Hendricks, whose 
wife handcrafted dolls to give 
to children in need. Hendricks 
was unable to find an agency 
to help distribute the toys, so 
they decided to start their own 

service. Today, the Marine Toys 
for Tots Program is attributed 
to distributing an average of 
over 18 million toys to seven 
million less fortunate children 
annually. Donating to the 
cause is easy, as most busi-
nesses participate in collecting 
gifts over the holidays. If you 
can’t find a donation center in 
your area, urge local compa-
nies to take part in the giving 
tradition.

Donate to a Military Family
Some of the most 

honorable citizens in 
the country struggle 

financially to give 
their families the 

holiday celebration 
they deserve. 

© ADOBE STOCK

320-253-6607
Member FDIC

320-363-7729
1514 E. Minnesota St., 

P.O. Box 607 • St. Joseph

A relaxing atmosphere for your comfort.

Styles, Cotton & Milbert
FAMILY DENTISTRY

422 CR 50, Avon
www.martiniautoparts.com

Diamond Auto Glass
&
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Feel confident and secure
about your financial future.

Jon Warner 
Financial Advisor

Legacy Financial Partners
A private wealth advisory practice of 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 

630 Roosevelt Rd, Ste 105
St. Cloud, MN 56301-4867
O: 1.800.279.2903  l   C: 320.266.0303
jon.warner@ampf.com  l   planwithLFP.com

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
©2019 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. 

8805 Ridgewood Court, St. Joseph
beelineservice.com

320-363-1433

Auto, Truck, RV & Trailer Repair

Women, individuals of diverse racial and cultural backgrounds, 
and persons with disabilities are encouraged to apply. 

The College of Saint Benedict is an Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer

he epartment of ustodial aintenance 
at the ollege of aint enedict is loo ing 

for a new ustodian to join their team.

The primary work shift is 
ues at:  p.m. :  a.m.

For further information and to apply online, please visit 
our employment opportunities webpage at:

http://employment.csbsju.edu
or email employment@csbsju.edu with questions.

WITH PURCHASE OF TWO SUNDAY
BRUNCH MEALS
SERVED 9AM-12PM, SUNDAY'S

free order of fisher's
french toast

Valid Nov 3rd & 10th, 2019 I Order Off Menu Brunch
Bring in this coupon to redeem

LAKESIDE DINING & COCKTAILS
WWW.FISHERSCLUB.COM

320.356.7372
425 STRATFORD ST. W AVON, MN

TUESDAY - THURSDAY 4-9PM
FRIDAY - SATURDAY 11AM-10PM

SUNDAY 9AM-9PM

Y

VETERAN'S DAY SPECIAL
November 6–10 Receive 50% Off Meal Wednesday-Saturday.

Free Meal for Veteran's on Sunday, Nov 10th.

hinkemeyerstreefarm.com
12675 22nd Ave NE

Rice MN 56367
763-300-4886

Ladies weekened
• Browse our holiday gift shop
• Gather supplies for your outdoor decor
• Partake in one of our Spruce 
  Top Planter Workshops
• Enjoy our wine bar, hot drinks and snacks

Saturday, Nov. 9
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 10
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Reserve your spot & register
for one of the Spruce Top Planter
Workshops by visiting our website

GET A JUMP START ON YOUR HOLIDAY DECORATING AND GIFT SHOPPING!

A p a r t m e n t s& older

Access online application at www.stcloudhra.com
101 Riverside Drive SE • St. Cloud

Call Joyce at 320-252-0880

Controlled entrance w/video surveillance
Section 8 welcome • Pets allowed

$570
One bedroom

Refugee/immigrant news: Somali 
woman seeks a home in our midst

Tani waa kuu muhiim adi-
ga.  Fadlan aqri.

Ogeysiis!  Importante para 
Usted, por favor léalo. Please 
read!

Announcements brought to 
you by Cultural Bridges of St. 
Joseph, a committee of Central 
Minnesota Community Em-
powerment Organization. We 
are dedicated to ease your 
transition into our community.

by Kaylee McGovern

I’m not from Minnesota. I 
was born and raised in Wash-
ington state, just north of Se-
attle, but St. Joseph has been 
my other home for the last two 
years or so as I work toward my 
degree in elementary education 
at the College of St. Benedict.

At home, I loved hosting 
people and practicing hospi-
tality, but I never knew how 
impactful it could be until I 
moved away from home for 
school. I often read the biblical 
commands to “welcome the 
foreigner, for you too were for-
eigners,” but being away from 
home showed me firsthand 
what mercy true hospitality is. 
Since coming to St. Joseph, 
many have extended welcome 
to me. But there are others in 
Minnesota who need hospital-
ity more than I do, and I fear 
they go unwelcomed.

I had the privilege of meet-
ing one of our Somali neigh-
bors, a woman named Liin 
Guure, affectionately known as 
“Maama Liin” by her commu-
nity. In my time speaking to 
her, I was struck by how much 
her answers to my questions 
echoed the sentiments I myself 
have spoken about Minnesota 
and about home. When asked 
what she missed, her answers 
about parents and siblings and 
home called forth images of 
my own brothers and little blue 
house. When she talked of the 
beauty of their land, the rivers 
and oceans and the animals, 
I smiled for all the times I’ve-

been eager to show off pictures 
of my home’s landscapes.

Though her descriptions 
of home amazed me, Maama 
Liin herself impressed me the 
most. She was a teacher for 
10 years in Somalia, and she 
explained that the chance to 
read and write and speak in 
English are so important to her 
here. She is exactly the kind of 
lifelong learner I want to be. 
Especially humbling was her 
answer to my question about 
what we can do here in St. 
Joseph to help Somali families 
feel welcome. She told us that 
they love to be included in 
community, but we also can 
come to them to allow them to 
welcome us. It was a powerful 
picture of someone who has 
every right to expect hospitality 
but who instead seeks to give. 
She doesn’t need our stuff or 
our jobs or our money. She 
needs to be seen as the giver 
and provider that she is. Even 
her affectionate title “Maama” 
comes from the fact everyone 
in the community comes to 
her for help and advice. She is 
known as giving, helping and 
kind in her own community. I 

feel privileged to know I live in 
a town where someone like her 
resides.

I could write about the so-
cial, academic, and yes, even 
economic benefits of having ref-
ugees in our community. There 
are many. However, I think 
Maama Liin’s story speaks for 
itself, showing we are the fortu-
nate ones that she would seek a 
home in our midst. She comes 
from a wonderful place, full of 
beauty and abundance and she 
offers herself and talents freely 
to those around her. Anywhere 
she chose to live would be 
blessed to have her, and yet she 
lives here in St. Joseph.

While Maama Liin is a 
person I won’t soon forget, I 
know she isn’t the only person 
we’re lucky to have here in 
our community. Before I met 
her, I knew that welcoming the 
stranger was the right thing to 
do. Now, I’m quite sure there’s 
no greater privilege.

If you have any questions, 
please contact Juliana Howard 
at 715-791-8976 or Jamal Elmi 
at 320-310-2351.

contributed photo

Kaylee McGovern, College of St. Benedict student, talks with 
“Maama” Liin Guure.



Friday, Nov. 1, 2019 St. Joseph Newsleader • www.thenewsleaders.com 9

Summer 
market 
ends on a 
high note

Customers and vendors 
alike were delighted to 
enjoy temperatures in the 
mid- to high 60s for the 
final outdoor St. Joseph 
Farmers’ Market of the 
season.

The market will move 
from the parking lot to the 
inside of Resurrection Lu-
theran Church beginning 
Saturday, Nov. 9.

The market's hours will 
be 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Addi-
tional information can be 
found on their website: 
www.stjosephfarmers-
market.com

Four friends purchase honey Oct. 18 at the St. Joseph Farmers’ 
Market. They are (left to right) Shurki Ahmed,14; Nimo Abdi, 
15; Fatha Dadow, 15; and Khusema Jama, 15, all of St. Joseph.

Lisa Wallin of St. Joseph, also known as "The Kids Craft Lady," helps Brayden Emslander, 8, 
also of St. Joseph, create a Halloween backpack buddy craft Oct. 18 at the St. Joseph Farmers’ 
Market, as his mother, Lisa, looks on.

photos by Carolyn Bertsch

Aiden Vaneps, 4, of St. Joseph smiles as he is handed a complimentary miniature pumpkin from David Morreim of Pattison Farm, 
St. Cloud, Oct. 18 at the St. Joseph Farmers’ Market. Sarah Vaneps and her three sons – Aiden; Tyler, 8; and Aaron, 13 – enjoyed 
visiting all of the vendors.

Joetown Christmas Treasure sale begins Nov. 7

contributed photo

These are some of the treasures available at last year’s Joetown 
Christmas Treasure Sale. This year’s sale will be Nov. 7-9.

by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

If you are starting your 
holiday shopping, you have 
a chance to find some trea-
sures at the annual Joetown 
Christmas Treasure Sale at the 
Church of St. Joseph Heritage 
Hall parish center.

The sale will be from noon-6 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 7, 8 a.m.-6 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 8 and  8 a.m.-
1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 9.

In the past three years, the 
sale has helped raise $19,000 to 
help with the restoration of the 
church's pipe organ.

Parish Nurse Marjorie Hen-

kemeyer, who has been an ac-
tive organizer for the sale, said 
the proceeds for this year's 
event will go toward building 
an information center (a kiosk) 
for Heritage Hall.

Shoppers will be able to 
shop for slightly-used Christ-
mas treasures of all kinds, in-
cluding large and small Christ-
mas trees, indoor and outdoor 
decorations, linens and hand-
crafted wooden decorations.

Something new this year will 
be a Joyous Toyland section 
offering used games and toys.

Dessert and coffee will be 
served at the event for custom-
ers who want to take a break 

from shopping.
"Thanks to the generosity of 

so many individuals, we once 
again have a large selection of 
Christmas treasures as well as 
slightly used games and toys," 
Henkemeyer said.  "The Joe-
town Christmas Treasure Sale is 
a wonderful way to shop, enjoy 
exploring the treasures and en-
joy coffee and dessert."

The sale is under the direc-
tion of the Church of St. Joseph 
Willing Hands group.

To volunteer at the sale or 
for more information, contact 
Henkemeyer at 320-363-4588 or 
mhenk2929@aol.com.
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OpinionOpinion
Our View

Social networks 
are publishers, 
not platforms

When online message boards, chat rooms and 
discussion lists first appeared in the digital world, 
they were much different than today’s social media 
environment.

In the 1990s, they were viewed as digital “bulletin 
boards,” much like physical bulletin boards, where 
contributors could post words and photos for public 
display.

At the time, lawmakers, under pressure from free 
speech advocates, wrote Section 230 of the Commu-
nications Decency Act, which protects the bulletin 
board — the platform — from legal responsibility for 
what’s posted. Without the protection, web services 
and social networks would be targets for lawsuits 
and would become censors for users’ content, ad-
vocates argued.

The law needs to be changed.
Social networks such as Facebook, Twitter and 

YouTube are much more than platforms. They are 
publishers, much like legacy media such as televi-
sion, radio, newspapers and magazines, and they 
should be held to the same legal standard. Social 
media and networks that publish comments from 
users should be subject to the same libel laws as 
other publishers.

The extremely rich and powerful digital “plat-
forms” don’t just host the posts and deliver them to 
readers. They are publishers. The software behind 
who sees what posts and how readers see them are 
curated – “edited” – much the same way stories and 
photos are edited for broadcast or print readers.

However, in legacy media, gatekeepers apply 
values such as impact, timeliness, prominence and 
proximity. Those same values are not coded into 
Facebook’s software that instead monetizes outrage 
and extremism.

Publishers are held to account for libelous report-
ing or comments, and social media should be too.

Regulations governing political advertising on 
digital platforms also should be tightened to reflect 
technology of the 2020s, not the 1990s.

As another election season approaches, this is 
especially important. The nation learned the hard 
way how social media political ads interfered in the 
2016 election.

When a political ad appears in print or in a broad-
cast, it carries text that says who placed it and who 
is responsible for the content. The tiny words appear 
at the bottom of the television screen or the printed 
ad, but they are there and if you make an effort, you 
can read them.

That standard should be applied to political ads 
on social media.

Sen. Amy Klobuchar has introduced legislation 
holding social media publishers accountable for 
political advertising. In addition to disclosing who 
paid for the ad, websites and digital platforms would 
have to keep on file fairly extensive information on 
purchasers, their target audiences, the number of 
views generated, the dates and times of publication 
and the rates charged. The bill would require online 
platforms to make all reasonable efforts to ensure 
foreign individuals and entities are not purchasing 
political ads in order to influence the American 
electorate.

In the 1990s, the noble notion that bulletin board 
users would police themselves prevailed. Good 
speech would drive out bad speech by empower-
ing millions of users to have their say. Now, social 
networks are rich and powerful. With sophisticated 
software and business practices, they have become 
publishers.

The Communications Decency Act should be up-
dated to reflect today’s digital world.

During the last few months, there 
have been several measures taken by 
the state of Minnesota and local police 
forces in an attempt to reduce driving 
accidents and make the roads safer 
for all drivers. There is the increasing 
prevalence of roundabouts and oth-
er better-designed intersections, the 
new hands-free law that took affect 
in August, and most recently, the blue 
traffic lights being installed around 
the area. I applaud these steps and ar-
gue we should continue to do more to 
work towards zero traffic deaths. That 
includes us individually as drivers.

Driving is something that most of 
us do every day. We drive to work, 
school, appointments and events. It’s 
such a common activity that often we 
don’t recognize how dangerous it can 
be. According to the Minnesota De-
partment of Public Safety, there were 
79,215 accidents reported last year. 
That’s about 217 per day across our 
state. These crashes resulted in 381 
deaths and 27,877 injuries. That’s a 
lot when most traffic incidents are 
wholly preventable. Though I wish 
everyone could just drive safely and 
make things easier for everyone, I rec-
ognize it isn’t that easy. That’s why 
some of the measures that have been 
implemented during the past few 
years are so useful and effective.

Roundabouts have been popping 
up all over recently. While I recog-
nize some people are confused about 
how to use them, once that hurdle is 
eclipsed, they are a great way to both 
prevent accidents and make accidents 

that do happen less severe. By making 
drivers go around an intersection rath-
er than through it, a roundabout al-
most eliminates the risk of dangerous 
t-bone collisions, which are a com-
mon occurrence in stop-sign intersec-
tions. They also reduce traffic speed 
in nearby streets, making them safer, 
and are great for drivers by reducing 
the amount of time you have to wait 
to get through the intersection com-
pared with stop signs.

The new hands-free law is also a 
great step by the state as a whole to 
reduce distracted driving, which is an-
other major cause of traffic accidents 
and fatalities. Now, using a phone 
in the car without using a hands-
free mode or device can bring fines. 
And honestly, it’s just good common 
sense. If you can’t pay attention to 
something or someone else at home 
while you’re using your phone, it’d be 
logical you can’t pay attention to driv-
ing while using one either.

Next, the blue traffic lights, that 
have a lot of people talking. What are 
these mysterious lights that are now 
starting to be affixed to traffic signals 
all over? Well, they actually have a 
pretty straightforward purpose; stop-
ping red-light runners. It’s very sim-
ple, the blue lights are linked in the 

system to the red lights turning on. 
Whenever the red lights are on in that 
part of an intersection, the blue lights 
also turn on. 

This allows police officers to sit at a 
safer spot farther down the road, spot 
a runner going through with the blue 
lights and then pull the offender over. 
Previously, the police would need two 
cars, one to sit in front of the red light 
and spot someone going through, and 
a second one to then give chase on the 
other side of the intersection. So the 
blue lights reduce police manpower 
needed to enforce red lights, as well 
as making things safer and easier for 
officers.

While all of these measures are 
making a strong impact, we as driv-
ers and commuters should also do 
our part. Being conscientious of oth-
er drivers, obeying speed limits and 
generally following the rules of the 
road makes things safer for every-
one. Bad decisions while driving can 
affect your life and friends and fami-
ly. No one should have to deal with 
the aftermath of a tragic, preventable 
car accident. I’m optimistic about the 
progress we’ve made so far, and I’m 
looking forward to further actions, at 
all levels to make driving safer and 
easier for everyone.

Connor Kockler is a student at St. 
John’s University. He enjoys writing, 
politics and news, among other inter-
ests.

New measures making roads safer

“If you want a friend in Washing-
ton,” Harry Truman once said, “get a 
dog.”

Truman is one of my favorite presi-
dents. He faced the more consequen-
tial challenges of the 20th century 
– dropping the first atomic bomb, de-
segregating the military, recognizing 
the state of Israel. And he did it with a 
no-nonsense attitude.

If you visit Independence, Missouri, 
devote a half day to visiting Truman’s 
presidential library. It’s impressive, 
but a more intimate window to Tru-
man’s world requires a short walk. 
From the museum head south about 
a mile to his house. It’s also open to 
the public.

The white, two-story wood-frame 
home, with the detached garage, re-
minds me of the mid 20th century 
homes of our grandparents. Neat, 
simple, comfortable, functional. The 
house reflects the attitude of the man 
who clearly understood Washington 
and the need for a pet.

Donald Trump should take the ad-
vice of Truman, who had a cocker 
spaniel, to brighten his day.

A stage full of Democrats can’t wait 
to unseat Trump next year by attack-
ing his lack of character and chaotic 
first term.

Courts across the country blocked 
his most aggressive policies on immi-
gration, presidential power and envi-
ronment.

Despite his decrees, a growing 

number of present and former offi-
cials answered congressional subpoe-
nas to offer evidence for an impeach-
ment case.

Outraged Republicans and Dem-
ocrats forced him to cancel hosting 
world leaders at his Florida resort.

Even his most loyal Republican de-
fenders blasted his military decision 
in Syria.

He could use some friends – or a 
loyal dog.

Trump is the first president in near-
ly 120 years not to have a canine 
companion in the White House. The 
last president not to have a dog was 
William McKinley. (McKinley’s pet 
was a Mexican double-yellow-headed 
parrot, which he named Washington 
Post, according to the Presidential Pet 
Museum.) Things did not end well for 
McKinley. He died of gangrene a year 
into his second term after a failed as-
sassination attempt.

Trump often compares himself to 
Abraham Lincoln and peppers his in-
terviews and speeches with Lincoln 
references.

“If you can believe it, Abraham 
Lincoln was treated supposedly very 
badly, but nobody’s been treated bad-

ly like me,” Trump said, apparently 
forgetting Lincoln was assassinated.

Lincoln could be pet inspiration. 
When Lincoln left Springfield, Illinois, 
for Washington, he left behind the 
family dog, Fido. Lincoln was a great 
fan of cats but he and his family also 
had a few dogs, including Jip, at the 
White House.

Trump admires Andrew Jackson 
and a portrait of the seventh president 
hangs in the Oval Office. Jackson’s 
pet was a horse, but he’s also said 
to have had a parrot, Poll, that was 
taught to swear. Maybe Trump could 
teach a parrot to say “No collusion” or 
“Make America Great Again.” That’d 
be a great attraction at his rallies.

I was glad to see Trump enjoy an-
other American tradition this week 
when he attended Sunday’s World Se-
ries game at Nationals Park. He didn’t 
throw out the first pitch though. 
Trump is the first president since Wil-
liam Howard Taft not to have thrown a 
pitch at a Major League Baseball game 
and I can understand why. When his 
image was shown on the giant TV 
screen Sunday night, the crowd booed 
and chanted “lock him up.”

Trump should practice his delivery 
during the winter so he’s ready for 
next season’s opening game.

In the meantime, he should consid-
er adding a pooch, pony or parrot to 
his White House family.

In search of DC friends, Trump needs a dog
Mike 

Knaak
Editor

Connor 
Kockler
Guest Writer
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AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 

Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 and 
Newer. Competitive Offer! Na-
tionwide FREE Pick Up! Call 
Now For a Free Quote! 888-366-
5659(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vaca-
tion, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-

ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. 
Fastest Internet. 100 MB per sec-
ond speed. Free Primetime on 
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO 
CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-577-
7502 (MCN)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! 
Free next day installation! Call 
855-824-1258. (MCN)

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE 
w/ DIRECTV Choice All-Includ-
ed Package. $59.99/month for 
12 months. 185 Channels PLUS 
Thousands of Shows/Movies On 
Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR 
Upgrade. Call 1-844-245-2232 
or satellitedealnow.com/MFCP. 
(MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As $14.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed. Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

COMPUTERS & SUPPLIES
COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 

DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!  
Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 
24/7 EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY 
SERVICE with coupon 42522! Re-
strictions apply. 1-844-938-0797. 
(MCN)

FINANCIAL
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 

free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Relief 
855-995-1557. (MCN)

Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclosure? We 
can help stop your home from 
foreclosure. The Foreclosure De-
fense helpline can help save your 
home. The Call is absolutely free. 
1-866-850-1384 (MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer Sale: TOW Dollies: 

Aluminum & Steel Utility trail-
ers; Skidloader trailers; Alumi-
num 3 horse slant & 14� Live-
stock trailers; New 6’X12� Cargo 
$3,199.00; New 7’X16� V-nose, 
ramp $5,199.00; 18 Models of 
DUMP trailers. For INFORMA-
TION & PRICES go to www.
FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com  515- 
972-4554. (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Attention: Oxygen Users! 

Gain freedom with a Portable 

Oxygen Concentrator! No more 
heavy tanks and refills! Guar-
anteed Lowest Prices! Call the 
Oxygen Concentrator Store: 855-
536-0324  (MCN)

Still paying too much for your 
MEDICATION? Save on medi-
cations such as Lipitor, Advair, 
Diskus, Eliquis, etc! Receive 
free shipping on 1st order – RX 
required. Call 1-877-304-0870 
(MCN)

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications available. 
CALL Today For A Free Price 
Quote. 1-866-710-6889 Call Now! 
(MCN)

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 1-855-
372-3080 or visit www.walkintu-
bquote.com/midwest (MCN)

Start Saving BIG On Med-
ications! Up To 90% Savings 
from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 
Medications Available! Prescrip-
tions Req’d. Pharmacy Check-
er Approved. CALL Today for 
Your FREE Quote. 844-903-1317 
(MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  

Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit!  
Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 

CHARITY.  Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes.  
Running or not!  All conditions 
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for 
details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

Book Your Flight Today on 
United, Delta, American, Air 
France, Air Canada. We have the 
best rates. Call today to learn 
more 1-855-725-6305 (MCN)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and in-
sured drivers.  Let us show you 
how much you can save!  Call 
855-648-7642. (MCN)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250 
(MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM has 
helped over a million families 
find senior living. Our trusted, 
local advisors help find solu-
tions to your unique needs at no 
cost to you. Call 1-888-894-7038 
(MCN)

STEEL ARCH BUILDINGS – 
Heavy Galvalume® steel. 25 yr. 
warranty. Made in USA. Clear-
ance models 25×40, 30×50, 
40×60, 50×100, 60×140. Great 
for Hay, equipment, grain. AgriB-
ilt Building Systems (800) 480-
2458. (MCN)

CASH paid for your unwanted 
Inogen or Respironics portable 

oxygen concentrators!  Call NOW 
for top-dollar offer.  Agents avail-
able 24/7.  No CPAP/TANKS.   
833-985-0348. (MCN)

Unable to work? Denied bene-
fits? We Can Help! Strong recent 
work history needed. Call to start 
your application or appeal today! 
1-866-276-3845 –Steppacher Law 
Offices LLC Principal Office: 224 
Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503. 
(MCN)

PERSONALS
Meet singles right now! No 

paid operators, just real people 
like you. Browse greetings, ex-
change messages and connect 
live. Try it free. Call now: 855-
651-0114. (MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
DO WARM WINTERS SOUND 

GOOD?? Bring your RV down 
to the warm Rio Grande Valley.  
J-5 RV Park in Mission Tx. will 
welcome you with a country set-
ting, friendly people and lots of 
activities to keep you busy.  We 
have a special for first time vis-
itors. Phone us at 956-682-7495 
or 515-418-3214. Email info@
j5rvparktexas.com Tom and Don-
na Tuttle, Managers (MCN)

Orlando + Daytona Beach 
Florida Vacation! Enjoy 7 Days 
and 6 Nights with Hertz, En-
terprise or Alamo Car Rental 
Included – Only $298.00. 12 
months to use. Call Now! 844-
277-5137. (24/7) (MCN)

Is your event listed? Send 
your information to:  Newslead-
er Calendar, 1622 11th Ave. SE., 
St. Cloud, MN 56304., e-mail 
it to news@thenewsleaders.com. 
Most events are listed at no cost. 
Those events are typically free or 
of minimal charge for people to 
attend. Some events, which have 
paid advertising in the News-
leaders, are also listed in the 
calendar and may charge more.

Saturday, Nov. 2
Browse, Buy and Bless-

ings Christmas Sale, 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m., Whitby Gift Shop, 
St. Benedict’s Monastery, 104 
Chapel Lane, St. Joseph.

Sunday, Nov. 3
Breakfast, sponsored by 

the Knights of Columbus, 8:30 
a.m.-noon, Church of St. Jo-
seph Heritage Hall. Sausages, 
eggs, hash browns, pancakes, 
fruit and caramel rolls.

System Change for Cli-
mate Justice, 10:30 a.m., St. 
Cloud Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship, 3226 Maine Prai-
rie Road, St Cloud. Speaker 
is CSB/SJU professor Corrie 

Gross.

Monday, Nov. 4
St. Joseph Food Shelf, 

open 1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. 
SE, St. Joseph.

St. Joseph City Council, 6 
p.m., Government Center, 75 
Callaway  St. E.

Tuesday, Nov. 5
Memory Writers group de-

velops topics and turns in sto-
ries, 10 a.m., Stearns History 
Museum, 235 33rd Ave. S, St 
Cloud.

St. Joseph Lions Club, 7 
p.m., Millstream Park Pavil-
ion 101 Fifth Ave. NW., St 
Joseph. Joanne Bechtold, 320-
363-4483.

Wednesday, Nov. 6
Advocates for Indepen-

dence, 2-4 p.m., Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 Benton Drive 
N., Sauk Rapids. 320-529-
9000. 

St. Cloud school district 
board meeting/work ses-
sion, 6:30 p.m., District Ad-
ministration Office, 1201 Sec-
ond St. S., Waite Park.

Thursday, Nov. 7
St. Joseph Food Shelf, 

open 1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. 
SE, St. Joseph.

Saturday, Nov. 9
Browse, Buy and Bless-

ings Christmas Sale, 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m., Whitby Gift Shop, 
St. Benedict’s Monastery, 104 
Chapel Lane, St. Joseph.

St. Joseph Winter Market, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., Resurrection 
Lutheran Church fellowship 
hall, 610 CR 2.

Dine and Dialogue, 2:30-
4:45 p.m., Great River Re-
gional Library, Mississippi 
Room, 1300 St. Germain St., 
St. Cloud. Join community 
leaders in a discussion about 
how American values tran-
scend religion and race.  

Monday, Nov. 11
Veterans Day program, 

sponsored by the St. Cloud 
Metropolitan Veterans Coun-
cil, 1:30 p.m., Building 8 
(Auditorium), St. Cloud VA 
Medical Center, 4801 Veterans 
Drive.

Fare for All, 3:30-5:30 
p.m., Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, 610 CR 2 N.

St. Joseph Township 
Board, 8 p.m., Towhship Hall, 
935 College Ave. S., St. Jo-
seph. 

Tuesday, Nov. 12
St. Joseph Planning Com-

mission, 6 p.m., Government 
Center, 75 Callaway St. E.

Holistic Moms Network, 
7-8:30 p.m., Good Earth Co-
op, 2010 Veterans Drive, St. 
Cloud. 320-252-2489.

National Alliance on Men-
tal Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Calva-
ry Community Church, 1200 
Roosevelt Road, St. Cloud. 
The group helps parents rais-
ing a child with mental illness 
learn coping skills and de-
velop problem-solving skills. 
320-654-1259.

Wednesday, Nov. 13
Breakfast Club, 9-10 a.m., 

Stearns History Museum, 235 
33rd Ave. S. Free for mem-
bers, nominal fee for non-
members. 320-253-8424.

St. Joseph Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, 11:30 
a.m., Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, 610 CR 2, St Joseph. 
stjosephchamber.com.

St Joseph Y2K Lions Club, 
6:30 p.m., St. Joseph Commu-
nity Fire Hall, 323 Fourth Ave 
NE. Kay Lemke 320-363-8663.

Thursday, Nov. 14
St. Joseph Food Shelf, 

open 1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. 
SE, St. Joseph.

St. Joseph Senior Citizens, 
1:30 p.m., St. Joseph Com-
munity Fire Hall, 323 Fourth 
Ave. NE.

Friday, Nov. 15
St. Cloud Singles Club 

Dance, 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m., 
American Legion, 17 Second 
Ave. S., Waite Park. 320-339-
4533. stcloudsingles.net.

Sunday, Nov. 17
Best Omelette in Town, 8 

a.m.-noon, American Legion, 
17 Second Ave. N, Waite Park. 
Fee includes hash browns, 
toast, coffee, juice and water.

Community Calendar

News
   Tips? Call the Newsleader at 363-7741
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StCloudOrthopedics.com
320.259.4100

Flexibility is a big part of being able to 
move with comfort. That’s why we now 
have two full-service clinic locations for 
you to receive bone, joint, and muscle 
care from our team of orthopedic experts. 
For treatment and therapy from head 
to toe, choose the clinic that’s most 
convenient for you, and start living better.

ORTHOPEDIC
flexibility

2 LOCATIONS

3315 Roosevelt Rd. 
St. Cloud, MN 56301

1901 Connecticut Ave S.
Sartell, MN 56377

211 COUNTY RD 75 W - ST. JOSEPH

Nov 8th
Nov 11th -30th
Dec 3rd
Dec 9th - 15th

$.50 potato olés®
super six pack and a pound®
$.50 dessert day
week of $1 desserts

Taco John's in St. Joseph is under NEW MANAGEMENT. Stop
in soon to take advantage of our 50th Anniversary specials.

celebrating 50 years of awesome!

Woods ChristmasWoods ChristmasWoods Christmas
OPEN HOUSE CELEBRATION
Saturday & Sunday, Nov.  & 

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS & DECORATIONS, PERMANENT CHRISTMAS TREES

Serving...
Popcorn • Hot Cider

Coffee • Cookies

15% 20%
TO OFF

Special Expires Nov. 10, 2019

2801 ir t St. S.  Waite Park   56387
our : on ay- ri ay 8 a. .-9p. . • Satur ay 8 a. .-6 p. .  

Sun ay  a. .-6 p. . • 320-252-523
. oo ar er ee .co

t t t

t th
th

Fixer needs fast cash!
Call Janelle Schneekloth today!

320-200-4427

Fixer needs fast cash!

said. "Building the town park 
bench was difficult, mostly due 
to trying to fit all the bench parts 
together.”

Camryn Eiynck was a flight 
agent for Delta.

"I’m learning how to write 
checks," Eiynck said. "I don’t like 
it, but I’m learning to do it.”

James Hanauska was a chief 
financial officer of the Cargill 
STEM employees and said he 
liked working in a profession-
al community. He liked that he 
could buy items to keep but 
didn't like waiting in line for a 
sale to be completed.

Anna Kremer was the chief 
financial officer of Delta.

“We actually paid off our 
loan," she said. "Henry Gramke 
and I figured out how to work our 
virtual reality experiment with a 
little help from the staff. It was 
pretty cool.”

Other BizTown businesses in-
cluded AllianzBiz Journal, Cafe, 
Cambia, City Hall, KS95/KSTP ra-
dio station, Pentair, Polaris, Taylor 
Communication, Xcel Energy and 
more. Three schools operated the 

18 businesses at BizTown.
Parent volunteers were avail-

able in each business to help 
answer questions. Shane East-
man monitored U.S. Bank, Andy 
Breth monitored Cargill STEM, Ju-
lie Velline monitored Mortenson 
Construction and Gina Dullinger 
monitored Delta Air.  

At the end of the day at Biz-
Town, Huls and Koltes splurged 
on themselves by purchasing 
boarding tickets from Delta. Huls 

bought a ticket to London and 
Koltes bought a ticket to Paris. 
Unfortunately, the tickets were 
only good at BizTown.

Huls and Koltes said they want 
to publicly thank the St. Joseph 
Jaycees who paid for the field trip 
to BizTown. 

For information about the St. 
Joseph Jaycees, contact the or-
ganization's membership vice 
president, John Hazen, at 320-
761-1705.

contributed photo

St. Joseph Catholic School student Elise Gramke works as a 
teller at U.S. Bank at BizTown.

Biz Town
from page 5




