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Team collaboration at Vex EDR
Kennedy Community School students perform maintenance on a robot Jan. 4 at the Vex EDR Tournament, which took place at 
Sartell Middle School. They are (left to right) Emily Hammond, 14; Rylan Dierkes, 13; and Sophie Birkholz, 14. Said Dierkes: 
“Our robot has been experiencing technical difficulty.”

New solar panels power Millstream building
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

From street level, the newest 
addition to downtown St. Jo-
seph isn’t visible. But a climb 
to the top of Millstream Shops 
& Lofts reveals the roof filled 
with a new installation of solar 
panels.

The solar equipment was in-
stalled in the last month and 
should be in operation in the 
next few weeks once Xcel Ener-
gy tests and inspects the instal-
lation, said Ryan Prosser of All 
Energy Solar.

The panels will provide elec-
tricity for the building’s com-
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Jon Petters stands on the roof of Millstream Shops & Lofts where new solar energy equipment 
has been installed.Solar • page 2

Council approves street, utility study
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

How to develop roads and 
utilities in southeast St. Joseph 
will be the subject of a study 
approved by the St. Joseph City 
Council at its Jan. 6 meeting.

The council approved spend-
ing about $27,000 to study street 
and utility needs in the area 
where an apartment building is 
planned.

The area in question is be-
tween the eastern extension of 
Dale Street and a future exten-
sion of 20th Avenue SE, south of 

the U.S. Army Reserve Center.
Council members want in-

formation so they can decide 
what type of street to build, for 
example four-lane divided or 
four-lane undivided. The study 
also will examine utility needs 
as well as the location of a san-
itary sewer lift station.

Mayor Rick Schultz and coun-
cil member Bob Loso wanted to 
make sure the study considered 
land use and future develop-
ment to balance current cost 
now with what might be needed 
in the future.

photo by Mike Knaak

The St. Joseph City Council voted to remove signs like this one 
near Millstream Park prohibiting studded snowmobile treads.Council • page 2

INSERTS: 
Country Manor
Senior Housing

PineCone Vision Center

Baseball, softball program
planned for St. Joseph

The city of St. Joseph will 
host a meet and greet on starting 
a community ball program for 
the coming summer. The meet-
ing will be 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 22, at the Government 
Center, 75 Callaway St. E. For-
mer Minnesota Twins player Al 
Newman will be at the meeting. 
Planners want to start a commu-
nity T-ball, baseball and softball 
program. Call John at 320-290-
0235 for more information. 

Sexual assault advocate
volunteers needed

Volunteers at Central Minne-
sota Sexual Assault Center pro-
vide services for sexual assault 
victims at medical facilities, law- 
enforcement centers and during 
court and legal proceedings. 
Volunteers also answer phones, 
provide crisis intervention, infor-
mation, referral and guidance to 
victims. Volunteers must be 18 or 
older, complete the state-mandat-
ed 40-hour training, sign up for a 
minimum of two crisis-line shifts 
a month and attend monthly 
advocate meetings as part of con-
tinuing education. Contact Bree, 
320-251-4357.

Be a coffee buddy
Coffee buddies provide one-

to-one social time with WACOSA 
clients. They will introduce you 
to clients that share your com-
mon interests and hobbies. Typ-
ical activities include putting a 
puzzle together, participating in 
arts and crafts, chatting about a 
favorite sports team or discuss-
ing weekends. Volunteer oppor-
tunities are available Monday 
through Friday at all their sites. 
Contact Lyn, at 320-257-5188 or 
lwelle@wacosa.org.

Drivers needed
The Assumption Community 

Faith in Action program cov-
ers most of Stearns County as 
well as the St. Cloud Metro 
area. Volunteers are essential to 
the program and provide such 
services as driving to appoint-
ments, light housekeeping and/
or cooking, and friendly visit-
ing. They are currently in need 
of drivers. Contact Assumption 
Faith in Action at 320-348-2316.
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TRUCKING
B renny T ransportation, I nc.

G lob al Transportation Servi ce
St. Jo seph •  320-363-6999 

w w w .b rennytransportation.c om

AUTO BODY REPAIR
A uto B ody 2 0 0 0

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Jo seph •  320-363-1 1 1 6

DENTISTRY
D rs. Styles, C otton &  M ilb ert

1 51 4 E. Minnesota St.
St. Jo seph •  320-363-7729

Laser D entistry 
26 2nd A ve . NW

St. Jo seph •  320-363-4468

ELECTRICAL 
HI - T E C  E lectric •  St. J oseph

R esidential •  C ommerci al
R emodeling  •  G eneral Servi ce s
320-363-8808 •  320-980-051 4

EYECARE
Russell E yecare &  A ssociates
1 5 E. Minnesota St., Ste. 1 07 

St. Jo seph •  320-433-4326

TRUCKING
B renny T ransportation, I nc.

G lob al Transportation Servi ce
St. Jo seph •  320-363-6999 

w w w .b rennytransportation.c om

Call the St. Joseph Newsleader at 320-363-7741 
if you would like your business included. Check out the online Business Directory 

at thenewsleaders.com which hyperlinks to each business’ website.
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Larry Rudolph, Optician
306 Main St. E. 
St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380
320-252-6924 Home

St. Stephen 
Optical

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon SaturdayHours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday

(formerly Index 53)

    Saturday, Feb. 15
NOON-2:30 P.M. • KRAEMER LAKE

Tickets: $15 Advanced (Until 6 p.m., Feb. 14)
$20 At The Lake

$10 Kids (13 & under) Advanced & At The Lake
PRIZES:
Two Categories: Game and Pan Fish
$200 FOR LARGEST FISH
$150 FOR 2nd LARGEST
$100 FOR 3rd LARGEST

Restrooms & Warming House Available

All Other Registered Fish Qualify For One Of 20 – $20 Cash Drawings!

First 200 Kids (15 & Under) Receive Free Ice Fishing Gear With Valid Ticket!

MANY DOOR PRIZES AWARDED THROUGHOUT THE CONTEST 
(MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN)

Over 
$3,000 

In 
Prizes

LUNCH AND REFRESHMENTS

If cancelled because of poor ice/weather, 
NO RESCHEDULE. Refunds upon request.

5 GRAND PRIZES: 
FREE overnight fish house rental for 4 people on Upper Red Lake!

Donated by JR’s Corner Access. Sign up at the lake. Must be present to win.

NOON-2:30 P.M. • KRAEMER LAKE
Tickets: $15 Advanced (Until 6 p.m., Feb. 14)

he Lake

Two Categories: Game and Pan Fish

overnight fish house rental for 4 people on Upper Red Lake!

Donated by the St. Joseph Rod & Gun Club:  

(1) Clam C-560 Thermal
(1) Clam C-360 Thermal
(2) HT Polar Fire XT Power Ice Auger

ST. JOSEPH ROD AND GUN CLUB 27th ANNUAL

ice fishing contest
3rd SATURDAY

TICKETS AVAILABLE: at Stop Light Bait, St. Cloud; ����`>Þ, St. Joseph; American Legion, St. Joseph;    
St. Joseph Liquor; S«ii`Ü>Þ, Cold Spring;  

or online at www.stjoerodandgunclub.org

FOR INFORMATION CALL 320-363-8803 or 320-251-2881
ALL STATE LAWS APPLY

with

Located across from Sartell Middle School
• 101 7th St. N. Suite #1

Jazz • Tap • Ballet • Hip-Hop
Combination dance • Just for fun

Fitness • Competition teams
Ages 3 years old to adult

Call Catie: 320-761-6062
Email: catie.bunde@gmail.com

Website: www.studiobmoved.com

CERTIFICATE
OF ASSUMED NAME

STATE OF MINNESOTA

Pursuant to Chapter 333, Min-
nesota Statutes, the undersigned, 
who is or will be conducting or 
transacting a commercial business 
in the State of Minnesota under an 
assumed name, hereby certifi es:

1. The assumed name under which 
the business is or will be conduct-
ed is: Yo’s Clinic.

2. The stated address of the princi-
pal place of business is or will be: 
311 Third Ave. N., Sartell, Minn. 
56377.

3. The name and street address of 
all persons conducting business 
under the above assumed name 
including any corporations that 
may be conducting this business: 
Jeremy Jason Olson, 311 Third 
Ave. N., Sartell, Minn. 56377; and 
Angela Jean Olson, 311 Third Ave. 
N., Sartell, Minn. 56377.

4. I certify I am authorized to sign 
this certifi cate and I further certify 
I understand by signing this certif-
icate, I am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in Minnesota 
Statutes Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this certifi cate under oath.

Dated: Dec. 3, 2019

Filed: Dec. 3, 2019

/s/ Jeremy Olson

Publish: Dec. 27, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

mon areas, parking lot and 
some office space, according to 
building co-owner Jon Petters.

“We needed to do it for the 
environment,” Petters said. "My 
partner, Gustavo Pena, and I are 
strong believers in solar energy.”

Planning for the project be-
gan about a year ago and in-
cluded contracts with Xcel and 
filing for federal tax credits. Pet-
ters said he believes it’s the first 
commercial solar installation in 
the city.

In December, All Energy So-
lar installed the gear. One array 
is 760 square feet and the other 
is 878 square feet. Once con-

nected to the grid, any excess 
energy produced, for example 
on sunny summer days, will 
result in a credit from Xcel, 
Prosser said. 

“Ten years ago, the argument 
against solar was that it was too 
expensive. That’s not so today," 
Petters said.

Prosser said All Energy Solar 
has been in business about 11 
years and in 2019 installed more 
than 1,100 units.

This spring, Petters plans to 
install solar on the 24 North 
Lofts building next door. That 
equipment will power exterior 
lighting and a bakery planned 
for the rear of the building.

Millstream Shops & Lofts was 
built 11 years ago. The 24 North 
building went up in late 2018.

Solar
from front page

The study is expected to take 
about two months.

In other action, the coun-
cil voted to remove signs say-
ing snowmobiles with studded 
treads are prohibited on trails 
in the city. The move brings 
the city in line with changes in 
state and county laws that had 
banned studs on paved trails.

The laws were in place to 
protect the trails from damage.

The measure passed 4-1 with 
Loso voting no because, he said, 
he didn’t want to see a “trail 
destroyed before its time.”

There are two trails in the 
city. The Wobegon Trail passes 
through the city and there’s a 
trail that crosses the west side 
of the city along CR 2.

Council
from front page

contributed photo

Top spellers move on to next challenge
St. Joseph Catholic School fourth-, fifth- and sixth-graders participat-
ed in a Spelling Bee at the school on Dec. 20. Winning participants 
include (left to right) first place James Hanauska, grade 5; second 
place Cecelia Weldon, grade 6; third place Brady Skahen, grade 6; 
and fourth place Aquiliana Wolf, grade 6. Winners will represent 
St. Joseph Catholic School and competed at the next level Jan. 9, at 
the Catholic Community Schools Spelling Bee at the Cathedral High 
School Holy Angels Performing Arts Center.
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Kennedy Enrollment & Open House
For Preschoo l ,  K indergarten and Midd le Level

Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2020
5 - 6:30 p.m., presentation at 5:30 p.m.
Kennedy Community School

Can’t Attend?
Enroll Online or at the Welcome Center 
for Grades K-8

1201 2nd St S, Waite Park, MN
Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
www.isd742.org/enrollment

Kennedy Enrollment & Open House
For Preschoo l ,  K indergarten and Midd le LevelFor Preschoo l ,  K indergarten and Midd le Level

Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2020
5 - 6:30 p.m., presentation at 5:30 p.m.

Enroll Online or at the Welcome Center 

Questions?

Kennedy
320-370-7430

Welcome Center
320-370-8116

in St. Joseph, MN
HELP WANTED

217 Co. Rd. 75, St. Joseph

St. Joseph Subway 
is now hiring!

• Day Shift
• Flexible hours
• Up to $12/hour

Ask us for an application 
within or apply online at: 
subway.com/en-US/careers

Store #17326-0

Income guidelines apply.

We are accepting appli-
cations for two-bedroom 

townhomes in St. Joseph, a 
mÕlti�vamilÞÊdevelopment with 

close amenities and 
entertainment, nestled in a 

quiet residential area.
Rent based on income.

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
320-557-0195 or email

ccrossing@brutgerequities.com

Professionally managed by

CARLSON
CROSSING

TOWNHOMES

320.253.8424 
stearnsmuseum.org

235 33rd Avenue South, 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 

SAT., JAN 11, 2020 | 9AM-5PM | FREE ENTRANCE 
Waite Park, St. Joseph & Collegeville Zip Code Residents

Show your current ID with address at our front desk to enjoy 
this Zip Code Saturday — specially limited to your location.

 

see the toys 
you loved 
all in one 
place
EXPERIENCE OUR
EXHIBITS FOR FREE

REIMBURSED STIPEND VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

-VtIeran 4ocial 4erWice oG .innesota is looLing Gor 
WolVnteers 55� to serWe in oVr -44 ComQanion 1rogram. 
0Vr WolVnteers receiWe a stiQenE mileage reimCVrsment 
anE otIer CeneGits.

Contact Janel Heinen at 320.241.5173 or email 
Janel.Heinen@lssmn.org

Midnight Dispatcher Position Available!

The Department of Life Safety at Saint John’s 
University is looking for a new Midnight

Dispatcher to join the team.

For further information and to apply online, please visit our 
employment opportunities webpage at:

http://employment.csbsju.edu or email 
employment@csbsju.edu with questions.

Saint John’s University is an
A�rmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer

The primary work shift is 
Monday-Friday, Midnight- 8 a.m.

It’s time again for 
River of Life’s Annual 

WILD GAME FEED!

6:30 p.m. Satuday, Jan. 25
at River of Life in Cold Spring

For everyone ages 12 and older!

River of Life Church: 22881 178th Ave, Cold Spring
Feel free to contact us if you have any further questions at 320.597.7777

There will be food, fun, prizes and guest speaker John. E Skipworth. Don’t miss this
popular, annual, FREE event. We will be raffling a new Mathews bow as well as many

other free great giveaways, including a Mathews Mission Bow.

We hope you will be able to join us at this fun annual event!
See our website for all the information: riveroflifeag.org

River of Life’s Annual 

Blotter
If you have a tip concerning a 
crime, call the St. Joseph Police 
Department at 320-363-8250 or 
Tri-County Crime Stoppers at 
320-255-1301 or access its tip 
site at tricountycrimestoppers.
org. Crime Stoppers offers re-
wards up to $1,000 for informa-
tion leading to the arrest and 
conviction of those responsible 
for a crime.

 Dec. 17
10:13 p.m. Arrest. Baker Street 
E. An officer saw a person who 
he believed was the subject of 
a warrant. After confirming the 
warrant, the person was taken 
to jail.

Dec. 18
2:57 p.m.  Crash. 320th Street 
and November Drive. A truck 
spun out, went into the ditch 
and struck a utility pole. There 
was moderate damage to the 
front driver’s side of the truck. 
Icy roads contributed to this 
crash.

Dec. 23
9:12 a.m. Fraud. Callaway 
Street E. A woman reported 
when she was in Nashville, she 
lost a credit card. It was used 
at several stores in Nashville to 
charge a total of $740.37 during 
five hours on Dec. 21. She can-
celed the card and the credit 
card company is refunding her 
the amount.

Dec. 27
4:08 a.m. Property damage. 
12th Avenue SE. A vehicle hit 
a garbage can and damaged 
a mailbox. A set of tire tracks 
headed west on Baker Street E. 
and then turned south on 12th 
Avenue SE. The tracks went 
into the snowbank at the end a 
driveway and into a snowbank 
near the mailbox. The tracks 
then indicated the vehicle 
backed up and continued south 
on 12th Avenue. The damage 
was approximately $75. There 
is believed to be no cameras in 
the area. Incident documented.

11:16 a.m. Counterfeit. First 
Avenue NE. A girl approached 
an officer and said she found a 
$100 bill at Campus Villas. She 
thought it was real but didn’t 
know what to do with it. The 
officer advised her that it was 
counterfeit. It was entered into 
evidence.

Dec. 28
8:07 a.m. Collision. Second Av-
enue NW. The driver of a Kwik 
Trip fuel delivery truck backed 
into another vehicle while get-
ting into position to deliver fuel. 
The driver of the second vehicle 
thought the fuel truck was leav-
ing and drove behind it, enter-
ing the truck driver’s blind spot. 
There was no noticeable dam-
age to either vehicle.

8:28 p.m. Crash. CR 75 and 
First Avenue NW.  A vehicle 
crashed into a sign and needed 
to be towed from the scene.

Central Minnesota Arts 
Board awarded $119,388 in 
support of 19 regional arts 
projects. Criteria used in 
evaluating applications in-
clude: artistic quality and 
merit, demonstrated need, 
outcomes and evaluation, 
and ability to complete the 
proposal.

Grants were awarded to 
these three St. Joseph-area 
groups:

Athena Music and Lead-
ership Camp, $7,000, a 
five-day residential summer 
program for middle and 
high school female-identi-
fying musicians in band 
and orchestra at the Col-
lege of St. Benedict in July 
2020.

College of St. Benedict,
$7,000, ETHEL + Robert 
Mirabal: The River out-
reach/residency activities 
that introduce participants 
to a different cultural genre 
and Native American tra-

ditions and a public per-
formance Feb. 15 at the 
College of St. Benedict.

Great River Chorale, 
$7,000, We Sing Because 
featuring an adult commu-
nity choir, a college/uni-
versity choir and a profes-
sional guest organist. Free 
concerts at Bethlehem Lu-
theran Church May 1 in 

St. Cloud and Sacred Heart 
Chapel, Monastery of St. 
Benedict May 3.

Jacob Gilk of St. Jo-
seph was named to the 
dean's list for achieving a 
grade-point average of 3.5 
or higher during fall semes-
ter at Alexandria Technical 
& Community College.

People
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320-258-3434pineconepethospital.com 234 Pinecone Road S.

Pine Cone Pet Hospital

••

Drop-off appointments, extended evening & 
emergency appointments are available

PET CARE GUIDE  |  HEALTH CONDITIONS

A common form of the disease 
found in dogs is deemed Type I. It is 
typically caused when the pancreas is 
unable to produce efficient levels of 
insulin. Pups who suffer from this dis-
order will require special therapy treat-
ments to survive. Cats will more com-
monly experience Type II, which is the 
lack of normal response to insulin.

Diabetic pets can live long and 
healthy lives with proper treatment. 
However, if left untreated, there may 
be life-threatening consequences.

SYMPTOMS
It is sometimes easy to notice the 

symptoms and bring it to the attention 
of your veterinarian. Here are a few 
things to look for if you see your pet 
isn’t acting like themselves, per the 
AVMA.

• Excessive water drinking and 
increased urination.

• Decreased appetite and cloudy 
eyes.

• Chronic or recurring infections 
such as skin and urinary issues.

RISK FACTORS
While our beloved pets can be 

affected by diabetes at any age, the 
AVMA reports dogs are usually diag-
nosed around the age of seven, where-
as diabetic cats are usually older than 
six.

It is also reported female dogs are at 
double the risk of male dogs, and cer-
tain canine breeds are predisposed to 
the condition. A study performed by 
the National Institutes of Health 
revealed pugs, toy poodles, miniature 
schnauzers and miniature poodles are 
at a high risk of developing diabetes.

MEDICAL TREATMENTS
Once it is discovered that your pet 

is diabetic, your vet will discuss their 
treatment plan. 

Typically, a dog or cat will need life-
long insulin injections, frequent 
examinations and blood and urine 
tests. A veterinarian will show you 

how to give the insulin shot. Be hon-
est with your vet if you don’t feel the 
condition is getting better as dosages 
may require an adjustment.

A ccording to the American Veterinary Medical Association, diabetes is most common in older pets but still 
occurs in younger and pregnant animals. Much like when the disease is found in people, early detection 

makes it more manageable. Learn the warning signs and how to care for your pet suffering from diabetes.

© ADOBE STOCK

Diabetic Pets

YOUR AD 
HERE
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Securities and advisory services offered through Ausdal Financial 
Partners, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC.
5187 Utica Ridge Rd, Davenport, IA. 52807. 563-326-2064. 
Granite Community Bank, Granite Community Investments 
and Ausdal Financial Partners, Inc. are separately owned and 
operated. Products offered by Ausdal Financial Partners, Inc. are 
not deposits or other obligations of Granite Community Bank and 
are not guaranteed by the bank.  Furthermore, they are not FDIC 
insured and are subject to investment risks, including possible 
loss of the principal invested.

Investments • Estate Planning • Retirement Services

FREE INVESTMENT REVIEW

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS GUY?
YOU SHOULD!

Securities and advisory services offered through Ausdal Financial 

and Ausdal Financial Partners, Inc. are separately owned and 
operated. Products offered by Ausdal Financial Partners, Inc. are 
not deposits or other obligations of Granite Community Bank and 
are not guaranteed by the bank.  Furthermore, they are not FDIC 
insured and are subject to investment risks, including possible 

THIS GUY?THIS GUY?

Securities and advisory services offered through Ausdal Financial 

operated. Products offered by Ausdal Financial Partners, Inc. are 
not deposits or other obligations of Granite Community Bank and 
are not guaranteed by the bank.  Furthermore, they are not FDIC 

THIS GUY?
SCOTT LEE
Financial Advisor
320-685-6289
202 2nd Avenue South, 
Cold Spring, MN
scottl@granitecommunitybank.com

Visit with Scott Lee for a 

ESTATE AND PRE-PLANNING GUIDE  |  MONEY MANAGEMENT

A life insurance policy means 
more than leaving something 
behind for your loved ones, it 
should also cover funeral 
expenses and fund your finan-
cial responsibilities. Determine 
the amount you owe and 
adjust your plan with an insur-
ance agent. 

Your family members will be 
dealing with grief at the time of 
your death, what you do to 
ease the stress before the fact, 
can make it easier for them to 
adjust. 

IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS
You should print out clear 

documentation of life insur-
ance policies and retirement 
plans, including pensions and 
annuities. Keep them in a safe 
place and disclose the location 
with loved ones. At the time of 
death, they will require these 
forms to ensure your contribu-
tion is dispersed to the right 
person, rather than going 
unclaimed and ending up with 
the state. 

It’s a good idea to gives cop-
ies to your estate planner, 
attorney or even in a safe-de-
posit box. These documents 
should be easily accessible 
when they are needed. 

GATHERING DEBTS
Another set of documents 

you will need to disclose with 
your estate executor is a list of 
your financial responsibilities. 
These include mortgages, vehi-

cle commitments and credit 
card debts. Keep your account 
information in a secure and 
organized portfolio to make 
payments easier. 

Don’t forget to update bal-
ances regularly to keep num-
bers accurate. 

A great expert to have when 
gathering your debts is a finan-
cial advisor. Together, you can 
set up beneficiaries for retire-
ment plans, allow family to 
access accounts and even cre-
ate savings strategies for your 
surviving family and finances. 

LEAVE CLEAR 
INSTRUCTIONS

Modern technology makes 
bill paying easy with services 
like autopay. Make sure your 
loved ones know how and 
what comes out of your bank 
account. 

It’s easy to forget small 
charges like subscriptions and 
utilities. 

They should know how to 
opt out of these fees as every 
dollar can be crucial when 
meeting final financial obliga-
tions.

Your debts don’t disappear at the time of death. In many cases, your family may be held 
responsible for any outstanding obligations. When planning your estate, spend time organizing 

your finances to ensure an executor knows what you owe and how to make the payments. 

© ADOBE STOCK

Organize your Finances
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Sometimes, when I hear the words “cli-
mate change,” I laugh. I laugh not because 
climate change is funny; it’s the unfunniest 
topic of all.

I laugh because some people choose to 
ignore what’s happening right in front of 
their noses. That is part of the humor in a 
true story brother-in-law Kurt told me years 
ago.

One scorching summer afternoon, Kurt 
was sitting sipping a beer at Rumor’s Bar 
south of Rice. The others at the bar were 
tossing off remarks about the blistering 
weather.

“I bet we’re gonna get a drought,” said 
one.

“Oh yeah, you can say that again,” said 
another. “Hasn’t been this hot and dry in a 
long time. Remember the drought of ‘86, or 
was it ’87? Terrible.”

That conversation went on and on, Kurt 
recalled. Sure enough, drought’s a-comin’!

Meantime, Kurt was staring at the large 
window. It was being virtually sandblast-
ed by furious dust-filled gusts of dry wind. 
Bits of dry sticks and dead brush like tum-
bleweeds were being whipped against the 
windows, like a scene from a desert cowboy 
movie.

“Yep, we’re headin’ for a drought” some-
one repeated.

Finally, an exasperated Kurt blurted out 
loudly to the dire forecasters.

“Drought?” Kurt asked. “You say we’re 
headin’ for a drought?”

Sudsy nods all around. Kurt extended his 
right arm, pointing to the windows.

“Look!” he said.
Nursing their beers, they raised their 

heads, turning wide-eyed to the window.
“Drought coming, you say?!” Kurt shout-

ed. “Duh! We’re IN it!”
During that same week, there were burn-

ing bans, heat advisories and reports of 
drooping cattle, wilting crops. Those people 
were not paying attention, oblivious to the 
drought already surrounding them.

In that sense, they remind me of the de-
niers of climate-change/global warming. 
We’re in it, but some don’t see it. Unlike 
those bar patrons who at least predicted 
drought, the climate deniers, blind to the 
future, refuse to see disaster coming. Global 
warming, they scowl, is an old hippy no-
tion; it’s a socialist/communist plot against 
American capitalism; it’s a hoax concocted 
by that liberal-radical Al Gore who made 
a movie about it just to scare people and 
make money; and, “By the way,” they of-
ten crow, “If the planet is warming up, how 
come it was 40 below the other day?”

Among the naysayers are those blinded 
by their wealth, including carbon-fuel ty-
coons, who think oh well, if doom’s on the 
way, we’ll build our fortresses on mountain 
sides or live in air-conditioned Manhattan 
towers far above the soggy strife. The Big 

Apple will become a neo-Venice where the 
tower residents can be rowed in spiffy gon-
dolas from place to place. Floating restau-
rants? And if worse comes to worse, they 
can always buy tickets to another planet. 
Ah, such a comforting fantasy.

Meantime, back here down on earth, 
back on Planet Reality, climate warming is 
an ugly fact glaring us in the face. Glaciers 
are melting rapidly; animal species are slip-
ping into extinction (human species not far 
behind), record storms and rampant fires 
are becoming more destructive, the Ama-
zon forest is burning constantly, droughts 
and/or floods are causing losses in food 
production and resultant starvation. It’s al-
ready happening; we’re in it. Alas, there are 
none so blind as they who will not see.

The future is terrifying because as we 
know (or should know), climate change 
can cause and/or make worse overcrowd-
ing, land disputes, famines, unemployment, 
waves of displaced people, dictatorships, 
hatreds, deepening prejudices and wars.

We need an American leader who under-
stands what is happening and who can in-
spire and motivate all of us, everywhere, to 
help restore this planet’s health – that is, if 
the damage is even reversible. That leader is 
obviously not the Denier-in-Chief who now 
occupies the White House.

There is that awful, nagging question: 
Is it too late? Precious time is ticking away, 
options running out. Join the fight against 
global warming. A vital part of that fight is 
never ever to vote for any political ostrich 
who is a climate-change denier.

OpinionOpinion

Dennis 
Dalman

Reporter

Is climate change coming? It’s here!

When St. Cloud State University an-
nounced last month it was dropping foot-
ball, fans, students, athletes and alums 
debated the wisdom of that move as a 
strategy to save money and work toward 
gender equity in sports.

Many universities tie their branding to 
high-profile, successful teams, but the de-
bate over football misses a more important 
point: the university has failed miserably 
to offer equal opportunities, treatment and 
benefits to its female athletes.

Last summer, a federal judge ruled the 
university must take immediate steps to 
bring gender equity to its athletic pro-
grams as required by Title IX, which pro-
hibits discrimination on the basis of sex in 
programs that receive federal funds. The 
university will eliminate football as well as 
men’s and women’s golf in moves intend-
ed to ease financial pressures and comply 
with federal rules balancing men’s and 
women’s athletics. The university said it 
would also add men’s soccer, which is 
much cheaper than football.

Traditionally, school spirit and emo-
tion played big parts in college football’s 
150-year history. A successful sports pro-
gram brings the entire university national 
attention. We don’t need to look far for 
examples. How many people outside of 
Minnesota would know about St. John’s 
University without its 60-year history of 
national championship play? Until St. 
Cloud State entered Division I hockey and 
achieved top rankings year after year, ex-
cellence in Minnesota hockey equaled Go-
phers, not Huskies. Minnesota’s football 
bowl victory over Auburn, watched by 
a national television audience, delivered 
marketing worth millions of dollars.

As important as sports are to a universi-
ty’s brand, its values are more important. 

I’m a graduate of St. Cloud State, I was 
an adjunct faculty member for many years 
and I’ve reported about the university 
since my days on the campus newspaper. 
Because of my history with the university, 
I was truly embarrassed when I read the 
federal court ruling.

Trial testimony uncovered many fail-
ures going back years. The evidence not 
only showed the university failed to pro-
vide equity, but administrators tried to 
game the system by directing coaches 
to cut or increase rosters to meet equity 
goals.

Why did anybody think these actions 
were good ideas?

• Basketball Coach Lori fish testified 
her ideal roster was 13 players, but she 
was told to list 18. She testified she typi-
cally plays eight athletes and with a roster 
of 18, not everyone will get playing time.

• Baseball Coach Pat Dolan said he 
dropped early season nonconference 
games to delay the date of the first com-
petition (when roster numbers are set) to 
give him more time to pare down his ros-
ter to the 37-player limit.

• Meanwhile, Softball Coach Pau-
la U’Ren was told to do the opposite by 
Holly Schreiner, St. Cloud State’s assistant 
athletic director for compliance and stu-
dent services. When the team ended up 
with fewer athletes than the minimum, 
Schreiner directed U’Ren to try out more 
players and cut them later.

• Schreiner told the coach of St. Cloud 

State’s national champion wrestling team, 
Steve Costanza, that he could add players 
after she filed her compliance reports and 
those new players would not count against 
the roster cap.

• During home games, the women’s 
basketball team uses public restrooms 
near the gym because the ones in the 
locker room are on another floor and too 
far away. Players and coaches line up with 
spectators to use the facilities.

• At Selke Field, U’Ren was told to use a 
fire hose to water the grass. Prior to bring-
ing in recruits, U’Ren weeds the infield.

• Although male and female athletes 
are served by the same training staff, the 
trainers have offices in the men’s locker 
room.

• St. Cloud State did not conduct for-
mal interviews with students, coaches or 
administrators from 1984 to the present 
and the university did not research high 
school, community or amateur participa-
tion in sports. Heather Weems, who has 
been athletics director since 2012, did not 
have any knowledge about any unmet in-
terest and abilities of female students.

These examples and additional findings 
in the ruling document is why Judge John 
Tunheim ordered the university to take im-
mediate action.

While St. Cloud State’s enrollment 
dropped from 12,050 in 2011 to 8,506 in 
2017, Tunheim wrote that financial chal-
lenges are not reasons for exceptions to 
Title IX.

St. Cloud State’s leaders, past and pres-
ent have repeatedly dropped the ball on 
issues of gender equity in sports. Allowing 
years of unequal treatment of female ath-
letes and then gaming the system to show 
compliance is a far bigger fumble than 
ending football.

SCSU dropped the ball on gender equity
Mike 

Knaak
Editor

Our View

Road money unites 
Republicans, Democrats

What does it take to get six Democrats and 
three Republicans to work on the same goal?

The answer: When Minnesota needs federal 
money to rebuild roads, bridges and highway 
interchanges.

Most of Minnesota’s congressional delegation 
wrote to Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao 
asking why the state didn’t get any funding 
through the Department of Transportation’s 
Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Devel-
opment grant program this year.

Sixth District Rep. Tom Emmer joined with 
his Republican colleagues, First District Rep. Jim 
Hagedorn and Eighth District Rep. Pete Stauber 
as well as Democrats Angie Craig, who rep-
resents the Second District, Third District Rep. 
Dean Phillips, Fifth District Rep. Ilhan Omar and 
Seventh District Rep. Collin Peterson. Minneso-
ta’s two Democratic senators, Amy Klobuchar 
and Tina Smith, signed on too.

The Minnesota crew’s letter asked: “To pro-
vide clarity to the many competitive applicants 
from our state, we ask DOT provide insight into 
the grant-selection process. Since the inception 
of the Transportation Investment Generating 
Economy Recovery program in 2010, discretion-
ary federal transportation funding from TIGER, 
and now BUILD, has played an integral role 
in improving the safety of Minnesota’s trans-
portation infrastructure, including funding for 
rebuilding bridges, roads and highway inter-
changes. Throughout the years, the state of Min-
nesota, its counties, and cities have submitted 
competitive grant applications to address critical 
transportation needs in the state and have been 
awarded these funds.

“While DOT awarded $900 million in BUILD 
grants this fiscal year, Minnesota did not receive 
any funding while other states received up to 
three grants. As a result, Minnesota communi-
ties were deprived of a key opportunity to im-
prove the safety and efficiency of transportation 
networks across our state as well as the eco-
nomic benefits of direct investments in reliable 
infrastructure.”

The letter concluded with a typical Minnesota 
nice passive/aggressive paragraph: “We respect-
fully request you share with us the determina-
tion behind the merits and compared benefits of 
projects against Minnesota applications. As you 
consider award funding for next year’s BUILD 
grant program, we urge you to provide clarity to 
applicants about their projects to improve Min-
nesota’s transportation infrastructure.”

Emmer was more blunt in a statement ac-
companying the letter. “Minnesota received zero 
federal funding for one of the largest transpor-
tation and infrastructure grant programs. This is 
absolutely unacceptable.”

Despite the partisan passions on Capitol Hill, 
our representatives still do work together. Elect-
ed officials from different parties usually reach 
consensus on infrastructure projects. Roads, 
bridges, railways and airports benefit everyone. 
There are no Republican roads or Democratic 
bridges.

The argument is usually over how and who 
pays for the projects.

Perhaps Emmer can round up his Minnesota 
colleagues to speak with one voice on other 
pressing issues that need action. Maybe this 
group could agree on climate-change legislation. 
How about affordable health care or immigra-
tion?

When legislators come out of their corners 
and peel off their labels, action results.

Let’s hear from all our representatives about 
how they’ve worked together to create solutions.
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ADOPTION
PREGNANT?  MAYBE ADOP-

TION?  Living Expenses Paid. Na-
tionwide Agency. Talk With Us 24/7. 
866-716-3041. Online Chat. Online 
Application. www.onetruegift.com. 
Text 515-778-2341. (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 

Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Competitive Offer! Nationwide FREE 
Pick Up! Call Now For a Free Quote! 
888-366-5659(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 
(MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 

+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. 1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (MCN)

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ 
DIRECTV Choice All-Included Pack-
age. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of 
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 1-844-
245-2232 or satellitedealnow.com/

MFCP. (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed. 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

COMPUTERS & SUPPLIES
COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DI-

AGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!  Vi-
rus Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY SERVICE 
with coupon 42522! Restrictions ap-
ply. 1-844-938-0797. (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free in 

24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to 
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National 
Debt Relief 855-995-1557. (MCN)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE 
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax 
returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 855-211-8684 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain 

freedom with a Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refills! Guaranteed Lowest Prices! 
Call the Oxygen Concentrator Store: 
855-536-0324 (MCN)

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-855-372-3080 or visit www.walkin-

tubquote.com/midwest (MCN)

Are you or a loved one suffer-
ing from Depression, Anxiety, PTSD, 
OCD, Bipolar Disorder, Addictions or 
other mental or behavioral disorders?  
Our inpatient treatment services can 
help you reclaim your life and get 
back on track.  We work with most 
PPO insurances.  Please call 319-900-
6879 (MCN)

Full Spectrum, CBD Rich Hemp 
Oil. Known to help reduce stress 
& anxiety, improve sleep, manage 
chronic pain. Lab Tested. USA Grown 
not Overseas. 100% Money Back 
Guarantee. Save Over 33% CALL 
NOW: 1-877-233-4232 (MCN)

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS** Give your life a lift with 
an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now for 
$250 OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure!  1-877-358-
0034 (MCN)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 
1-855-973-9175 for details. www.den-
tal50plus.com/midwest 6118-0219. 
(MCN)

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  Page 

Publishing will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why wait?  
Call now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)

Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular & 
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 1-888-
981-5761. (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-

TY.  Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes.  Running or not!  
All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  
Call for details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES 
for uninsured and insured drivers.  
Let us show you how much you can 
save!  Call 855-648-7642. (MCN)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We special-
ize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a 
free in-home consultation: 855-836-
2250 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 1-888-
894-7038 (MCN)

Unable to work? Denied benefits? 

We Can Help! Strong recent work 
history needed. Call to start your 
application or appeal today! 1-866-
276-3845 –Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503. (MCN)

PERSONALS
Wanna flirt and have some fun? 

Livelinks is the best chatline for 
meeting real singles who know how 
to have a good time! Call Livelinks 
and make a real connection. 866-910-
1044 (MCN)

Meet singles right now! No paid 
operators, just real people like you. 
Browse greetings, exchange messag-
es and connect live. Try it free. Call 
now: 855-651-0114. (MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
Orlando + Daytona Beach Flor-

ida Vacation! Enjoy 7 Days and 6 
Nights with Hertz, Enterprise or Al-
amo Car Rental Included – Only 
$298.00. 12 months to use. Call Now! 
844-277-5137. (24/7) (MCN)

DO WARM WINTERS SOUND 
GOOD?? Bring your RV down to the 
warm Rio Grande Valley.  J-5 RV 
Park in Mission Tx. will welcome 
you with a country setting, friendly 
people and lots of activities to keep 
you busy.  We have a special for first 
time visitors. Phone us at 956-682-
7495 or 515-418-3214. Email info@
j5rvparktexas.com Tom and Donna 
Tuttle, Managers (MCN)

Is your event listed? Send your 
information to:  Newsleader Calendar, 
1622 11th Ave. SE., St. Cloud, MN 
56304., e-mail it to news@thenews-
leaders.com. Most events are listed 
at no cost. Those events are typically 
free or of minimal charge for people 
to attend. Some events, which have 
paid advertising in the Newsleaders, 
are also listed in the calendar and may 
charge more.

 
Monday, Jan. 13

St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 
p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. Joseph.

St. Joseph Planning Commis-
sion, 6 p.m., Government Center, 
75 Callaway St. E.

St. Joseph Township Board, 8 
p.m., 2nd and last Monday, Town-
ship Hall, 935 College Ave. S., St. 
Joseph. 

Tuesday, Jan. 14
Holistic Moms Network, 7-8:30 

p.m., Good Earth Co-op, 2010 Vet-
erans Drive, St. Cloud. 320-252-
2489.

National Alliance on Mental 
Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Calvary Com-
munity Church, 1200 Roosevelt 
Road, St. Cloud. The group helps 
parents raising a child with mental 
illness learn coping skills and de-
velop problem-solving skills. 320-
654-1259.

Wednesday, Jan 15
Advocates for Independence, 

2-4 p.m., Independent Lifestyles, 
215 Benton Drive N., Sauk Rapids. 
320-529-9000.

Thursday, Jan. 16
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 

p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. Joseph.

MOPS, Mothers of Preschool-
ers monthly social, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
Celebration Lutheran Church, 1500 

Pinecone Road N., Sartell.

Friday, Jan. 17
St. Cloud Singles Club Dance, 

8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m., American 
Legion, 17 Second Ave. S., Waite 
Park. 320-339-4533. stcloudsingles.
net.

Saturday, Jan. 18
St. Joseph Winter Market, 9 

a.m.-1 p.m., Resurrection Lutheran 
Church fellowship hall, 610 CR 2.

Sunday, Jan. 19
Best Omelette in Town, 8 a.m.-

noon, American Legion, 17 Second 
Ave. N, Waite Park. Nominal fee in-
cludes hash browns, toast, coffee, 
juice and water.

Monday, Jan. 20
St. Cloud Area Parkinson’s 

Disease Support Group, 1-2:30 
p.m., Independent Lifestyles, 215 

Benton Drive N., Sauk Rapids. 
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 

p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. Joseph.
Fare for All, 3:30-5:30 p.m., 

Resurrection Lutheran Church, 610 
CR 2 N.

 St. Joseph Rod and Gun Club, 
7 p.m., American Legion, 101 W 
Minnesota St., St. Joseph.

Tuesday, Jan. 21
Memory Writers group devel-

ops topics and turns in stories. 10 
a.m., Stearns History Museum, 235 
33rd Ave. S, St Cloud. 

Dementia Friends information 
session, 1-2 p.m., Sartell Commu-
nity Center, 850 19th St. S., Sartell. 
Learn what dementia is, what it’s 
like to live with the disease and 
communicate with people who 
have dementia.

St. Joseph City Council, 6 
p.m., Government Center, 75 Cal-
laway  St. E. 

St. Joseph Lions Club, 7 p.m., 
Millstream Park Pavilion, 101 Fifth 
Ave. NW., St Joseph. Joanne Bech-
told, 320-363-4483.

St. Cloud Area Genealogists, 7 
p.m., Stearns History Museum, 235 
33rd Ave. S., St. Cloud. stearns-mu-
seum.org.

“I Am Not Your Negro,” 7 p.m., 
film screening, Pellegrene Auditori-
um, St. John’s University. Free.

Thursday, Jan. 23
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 1-3 

p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. Joseph.

Sunday, Jan. 26
Joe Town Table, 11:30 a.m.-1 

p.m., American Legion, 101 W. 
Minnesota St., St. Joseph. Every 
fourth Sunday of the month. cen-
tralmncw@gmail.com.

Community Calendar

Instead of Democrats, 
stick with Trump

Bob Grise, St. Joseph
Chaos replaced competence 

in the Oval Office writes Editor 
of the St. Joseph Newsleader, 
Mike Knaak. Democrats' poli-
cies are so bad they can't win 
the debate, so they call those 
that disagree with them names 
like Russian stooge, racist, ho-
mophobe, climate denier and 
now causers of chaos.

No chaos when nice guys 
like George Bush and RINOS 
like Paul Ryan John Boehner 
were letting the Democrats walk 
all over them. What's more 
chaotic than the open borders 
Democrat leaders desire? We 
have immigration laws.

Was it higher taxes and ex-
cessive regulation, that killed 
our economic growth, a sign of 
competence during the Obama 

years? Was it setting the Mid-
dle East on fire by pulling our 
troops out of Iraq?  Those mess-
es have largely been fixed by 
Trump policies. Was sending 
$150 billion to Iran a competent 
move?  Obama is remembered 
for green-energy boondoggles, 
skyrocketing electric rates, a 
stagnant economy and doctor 
shortages – an Obamacare side 
effect. Obama could have rene-
gotiated NAFTA, but he didn't, 
Trump did. Spying on American 
citizens will be Obama's legacy.

Knaak's claim that corpora-
tions didn't share their tax cut 
and that manufacturing jobs 
are down is false. Corporate 
employees received bonuses 
and stockholders saw dividend 
and stock prices rise. The cor-
porate tax cut was a compet-
itive move – other countries 
had cut their corporate taxes. 
Manufacturing employment is 
way up over three years ago. 

Sign companies are doing well 
as the Democrats buy a lot of 
signs that call for banning this, 
that and the other thing. What 
happened to freedom and tol-
erance?

As for climate, I was looking 
forward to the end of snow 
but it didn't happen. Climate 
Scientist Dr. Lindzen says "Be-
lieving CO2 controls the climate 
is pretty close to believing in 
magic." A competent President 
doesn't base policy on a failed 
hypothesis.

And now we have impeach-
ment without high crimes and 
misdemeanors. Another incom-
petent time-wasting move by 
the Democrats, but that's all 
they have.  Editor Knaak can 
have all the angry Amys, de-
mentia Joes and commy Ber-
nies he wants, I'm sticking with 
Trump.

Thanks for sharing 
veterans’ profiles

Rosie Court, St. Joseph
Thank you to Tom Klecker, 

American Legion Post 328 mem-
ber, who for the past year in-
terviewed veterans and profiled 
those honorable men and woman 
in our area who served our coun-
try. Your narratives of those veter-
ans shared their personal history, 
their military service, sometimes 
painful to describe and other 
times transforming their lives. It 
gives us a better understanding of 
their military experiences and the 
adverse conditions they endured 
while serving our country.

Those veterans may be ordi-
nary men and women, but they 
are all heroes and champions 
of courage who demonstrated 
patriotism, honor, commitment, 
devotion and valiant efforts un-
der extreme conditions whether 

at home or abroad. They have 
shown their unending willingness 
to serve and sacrifice their lives 
for the freedoms we too often 
take for granted.

I know I speak for many when 
I say words cannot express our 
thanks to our veterans who an-
swered the call of duty whether 
enlisted or drafted for selflessly 
and bravely serving our great 
country. We are forever grateful 
for the freedoms we share and the 
opportunities we have.

The American Legion is now 
entering our second century of 
service to our veterans, those 
still serving and their families. As 
American Legion members we 
will continue to be a leading voice 
for veterans rights and extend 
that same support to future gen-
erations as we have in the past.

A special thanks to the News-
leader for publishing the veterans 
profiles for your readers.

Letters to editor
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Open House
SEE WHAT MAKES OUR SCHOOL GREAT!

High Academic Standards
Individualized Attention
After School Childcare
Christian Virtues

•
•

•

•

7XHVGD\��-DQ.��� 	�7KXUVGD\��)HE.��� For more information, visit our website
RU�)DFHERRN�SDJH

ZZZ.VWMRVHSKFFV.RUJ

Montessori Preschool through �th Grade

If you are unable to attend during OPEN HOUSE hours, please schedule a visit at your convenience.
Call the office or email us at: 320-363-7505x150 • RIILFH@VWMRVHSKFFV.org

4-� p.m.

���:.�0LQQHVRWD�6W.
6W.�-RVHSK��01������

A p a r t m e n t s& older

Access online application at www.stcloudhra.com
101 Riverside Drive SE • St. Cloud

Call Joyce at 320-252-0880

Controlled entrance w/video surveillance
Section 8 welcome • Pets allowed

$588
One bedroom

 Martin Luther King Jr.
Sun: 10a-7p
Mon: 9a-9p

Men’s, women’s and kids’ clothing
Purses, bags & wallets

Shoes/boot
Bed & Bath

Bed & Bath accessories

SALE
50% off:

Scarves, hats, ties, belts, crafts, kids’ accessories and more

Jan 19
Jan 20

Scarves, hats, ties, belts, crafts, kids’ accessories and more

When you donate to Savers, receive a 20% o� coupon and support the Disabled American Veterans

3326 W. Division St, St. Cloud

320-258-3094
6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

realifecoopmuellergardens.org

Independent Living  • Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Secure Community • Maintenance Free
Enjoy Friendship and Social Activities

Independent Living  • Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Find your new home here!

55+ Senior Housing Community

6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

Realife Cooperative 
at Mueller Gardens

February:
14, 15, 16  and 20, 21, 22, 23

(ASL interpreted, Feb. 21)

Presents:

320-241-4682
gntc1.com

Ev ening  show s are 7: 30 p.m. w ith dinner at 6: 30 p.m.; Sundays are 2 p.m. show s w ith a 1  p.m. dinner

8805 Ridgewood Court, St. Joseph
beelineservice.com

320-363-1433
Auto, Truck, RV & Trailer Repair

News for refugees/immigrants: Faith in democracy
Tani waa kuu muhiim adi-

ga.  Fadlan aqri.
Ogeysiis!  Importante para Usted, 

por favor léalo. Please read!
Announcements brought to you by 

Cultural Bridges of St. Joseph, a com-
mittee of Central Minnesota Commu-
nity Empowerment Organization. We 
are dedicated to ease your transition 
into our community.

There was a good turnout of 50-
60, with several cultures present for 
the ISAIAH meeting on Dec. 7 at Tech 
High School.

The subtitle of the conference, 
"Dream, Build, Act, Together" came 
through with all that happened from 

11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
After a vision statement was 

shared, various area leaders spoke 
on ways to build that vision. An Ad-
verse Childhood Education position 
has been filled with area hospitals, an 
advocate making us aware of the dire 
consequences from negative childhood 
experiences. 

Some also shared what’s confront-
ing them and their families. e.g. the 
profiling, harassment, arrests, rent be-
ing raised three times this year on 
mobile units in Waite Park, a call to 
police from a Somali gentleman asking 
for help in resolving an issue went 
unanswered until another person of 

color/noncolor placed the call.
There was small group sharing on 

the following:
What are the core things you value? 

Where do those values come from?
What would be possible for you 

and your family if this vision presented 
earlier was a reality? What is at stake 
for you?

What do you love about living in 
Central Minnesota?

It was inspiring when people were 
invited to share dreams for 2021, in-
cluding all people drive, more mental 
health counselors, no detention beds 
and citizenship.

As the schedule moved on, ISAIAH 
leadership spoke how effective they 
were last election cycle with caucus-
ing. Next- steps timelines were passed 
out including upcoming caucus train-
ing to get ready for the next cycle of 
elections.

Lastly, we met in church or culture 
congregations, and were asked to see 
how to move forward within our own 
churches or creeds.

Caucus training schedule:
Sunday, Jan. 19: 10:45 a.m.-

12:45 p.m., First United Methodist 

Church, 1107 Pinecone Road S., Sartell; 
Thursday, Jan. 23: 6-8 p.m., First 

Presbyterian Church, 340 Fifth Ave. S., 
St. Cloud;

Saturday, Feb. 1: 10 a.m.-noon, 
Atonement Lutheran Church, 1144 
29th Ave. N., St Cloud;

Tuesday, Feb. 4: 6-8 p.m., First 
United Methodist Church; 

Sunday, Feb. 9: 11:15 a.m-1:15 
p.m., First Presbyterian Church.

The 2020 precinct caucuses will be 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 25 at locations 
set by the parties.

Caucus launch event: Saturday, 
Feb. 22 from 10-11 a.m., location to be 
announced later. To register:  https://
secure.everyaction.com/p/8yrIT-
GEiBkWlcjJ5oHarig2

If you have any questions, please 
contact Juliana Howard at 715-791-
8976 or Jamal Elmi at 320-310-2351.

photo by Christina Nelson

The ISAIAH event was Dec. 7 at Tech High School in St. Cloud.




