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Budget surplus, worker shortage,
health, child care on legislators’ agenda
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

What to do with the state 
budget surplus as well as de-
cisions on a worker shortage, 
lack of affordable child care 
and urgent health needs await 
St. Joseph area legislators when 
they return to the Capitol on 
Tuesday, Feb. 11.

How to manage the state’s 
expected $1.3-billion surplus 
will be on the agenda and 
Sen. Jeff Howe (R-Rockville) 
and Rep. Lisa Demuth (R-Cold 
Spring) want to see some tax 
relief.

“We can look at some tax 
savings,” Demuth said, includ-

ing the tax on Social Security 
payments, rather than expand-
ing government.

Howe agrees and says the tax 
on Social Security payments, 
which brings in about $600 mil-
lion a year, should end.

Both legislators are looking 

for a way to lower the cost of 
insulin. Howe says he favors a 
program that offers long-term 
relief after identifying who 
needs help. He’d also like to 
see co-pays and deductibles 
bundled for all of a patient’s in-
sulin prescriptions rather than 
counting each one separately.

In addition to the looming 
statewide issues, Demuth and 
Howe plan to focus on specific 
legislation to expand the work 
force and help families with 
child care.

Demuth is interested in solu-
tions to challenges facing Cen-
tral Minnesota employers. Re-
duced child-care choices have 

compounded the workforce 
shortage, she said. Demuth 
serves on a newly formed child-
care task force and she wants 
to make child care affordable to 
working families.

The Legislature, she says, 
needs focus on ways to solve 
the child-care shortage.

“What are roadblocks? Reg-
ulations? Why are people quit-
ting?” she said.

One of Howe’s plans to ad-
dress the worker shortage is a 
bill that would allow 16- and 
17-year olds with industrial arts 
skills to use those skills on con-
struction sites.

HoweDemuth
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Students use leadership skills to fill area needs
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.
com

Kennedy Community 
School Student Council 
members and Ambas-
sadors have been busy 
filling their leadership 
roles to organize proj-
ects to help fill area 
needs around St. Jo-
seph.

Activities these stu-
dents have been busy 
organizing this year 
include competing to 
collect for a food drive 
where they donated 
364 items to the St. Jo-
seph Community Food 
Shelf, collecting about 
80 items for the Toys 
for Tots program, col-

lecting about 40 items 
for a Hat and Mitten 
Drive for students at 
the school and packing 
more than 1,260 Colt 
Action Packs (weekend 
food bags) for students 
in need at the school.  

 Several students 
commented about their 
participation in their 
leadership roles.

"I (chose) to apply 
and become part of 
Ambassadors because I 
hoped to make friends 
and meet new people," 
said sixth-grader Me-
gan Stromquist. "I also 
wanted to be involved 
in a good group and 
do something for my 
school. I enjoy doing 

contributed photo

Kennedy Community School Student Council members and Ambassadors 
pack Colt Action Packs (weekend food bags) for students in need at the 
school. They have packed more than 1,260 Colt Action Packs this year.
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Buckvold plans to run for St. Joseph mayor
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

St. Joseph City Council 
Member Anne Buckvold says 
she plans to run for mayor in 
this fall’s election.

Buckvold was re-elected to 
the council in 2018. She was 
appointed in May 2018 to fill 
out a vacancy created when 
Matt Killam resigned.

Buckvold said her interest in 
being mayor is driven by a de-
sire to form “partnerships and 
consensus” about how the city 
should operate and grow.

“We’re a 
small town 
but we’re get-
ting bigger,” 
B u c k v o l d 
said. “There 
are exciting 
things we can 
do.”

The time 
to file doesn’t 
open un-
til July 28, but Buckvold says 
she wants to use the next few 
months to talk with residents 
and hear their values and what 
they want from city govern-

ment.
Mayor Rick Schultz declined 

to say if he plans to run for 
re-election. Schultz has served 
as mayor since 2010 and he ran 
unopposed in 2018.

Important local issues in-
clude growing what Buckvold 
calls a “vibrant” downtown, 
growing the local economy and 
supporting affordable housing.

“I love the changes I’ve seen 
and overall, people are feel-
ing good about the town,” she 
said. “Local government can 
be a powerful force to create 
access and connectivity."

She said she also sees a need 
for St. Joseph to connect with 
other area cities to work on is-
sues such as transportation and 
housing.

Since joining the council, 
Buckvold has been involved 
with statewide groups such as 
the League of Minnesota Cities 
and the Coalition of Greater 
Minnesota Cities. Her work on 
the coalition includes develop-
ing intercity rail transportation 
across the state.

Buckvold, 43, has lived in 
St. Joseph for 13 years. She’s 

Buckvold
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St. Ben’s to honor
Robin Balder-Lanoue

The College of St. Benedict 
Basketball Team hosts Bethel 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 12 
at Claire Lynch Gymnasium at 
the Haehn Campus Center on 
the CSB campus. This event is 
part of a celebration for National 
Girls and Women in Sports Day. 
The 2020 Bennie Spotlight Award 
honoree, Robin Balder-Lanoue, 
will be honored at halftime along 
with a performance by the CSB 
dance team. All girls and wom-
en wearing a sports jersey will 
receive free admission to this 
event.

ABC Kinder Olympix
Feb. 15 at Whitney

Explore letters and numbers 
while being active with your chil-
dren during ABC Kinder Olympix 
from 8:30-11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 15 at the Whitney Rec-
reation Center, 1529 Northway 
Drive, St. Cloud. The morning 
will be filled with fun activi-
ties for improved reading skills 
and healthy lifestyles! Events in-
clude: inflatables, arts and crafts, 
obstacle course, alphabet games, 
healthy snacks and much more. 
For children ages 6 and under 
and their families. Nominal fee 
charged.

Help high school students
with career exploration

More than 175 volunteers are 
needed on Friday, Feb. 28 at St. 
Cloud Technical & Community 
College to hand out snacks, di-
rect students and parking. This is 
an opportunity for your business 
or networking group. Exploring 
Potential Interest and Careers is 
a high-quality career exploration 
event designed for high school 
students. Contact Mary Krippner 
at 320-223-7991 or mkrippner@
unitedwayhelps.org or www.
unitedwayhelps.org. 

Free radon testing
kits available

Stearns County has free radon 
testing kits available for resi-
dents. There is a limited supply 
at the Stearns County Adminis-
tration Center and the Service 
Center in Waite Park. More than 
40 percent of Minnesota homes 
have dangerous levels of radon. 
Radon is a colorless, odorless ra-
dioactive gas that seeps up from 
the ground into homes. When 
inhaled, it can damage lungs.
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    Saturday, Feb. 15
NOON-2:30 P.M. • KRAEMER LAKE

Tickets: $15 Advanced (Until 6 p.m., Feb. 14)
$20 At The Lake

$10 Kids (13 & under) Advanced & At The Lake
PRIZES:
Two Categories: Game and Pan Fish
$200 FOR LARGEST FISH
$150 FOR 2nd LARGEST
$100 FOR 3rd LARGEST

Restrooms & Warming House Available

All Other Registered Fish Qualify For One Of 20 – $20 Cash Drawings!

First 200 Kids (15 & Under) Receive Free Ice Fishing Gear With Valid Ticket!

MANY DOOR PRIZES AWARDED THROUGHOUT THE CONTEST 
(MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN)

Over 
$3,000 

In 
Prizes

LUNCH AND REFRESHMENTS

If cancelled because of poor ice/weather, 
NO RESCHEDULE. Refunds upon request.

5 GRAND PRIZES: 
FREE overnight fish house rental for 4 people on Upper Red Lake!

Donated by JR’s Corner Access. Sign up at the lake. Must be present to win.

NOON-2:30 P.M. • KRAEMER LAKE
Tickets: $15 Advanced (Until 6 p.m., Feb. 14)

he Lake

Two Categories: Game and Pan Fish

overnight fish house rental for 4 people on Upper Red Lake!

Donated by the St. Joseph Rod & Gun Club:  

(1) Clam C-560 Thermal
(1) Clam C-360 Thermal
(2) HT Polar Fire XT Power Ice Auger

ST. JOSEPH ROD AND GUN CLUB 27th ANNUAL

ice fishing contest
3rd SATURDAY

TICKETS AVAILABLE: at Stop Light Bait, St. Cloud; ����`>Þ, St. Joseph; American Legion, St. Joseph;    
St. Joseph Liquor; S«ii`Ü>Þ, Cold Spring;  

or online at www.stjoerodandgunclub.org

FOR INFORMATION CALL 320-363-8803 or 320-251-2881
ALL STATE LAWS APPLY

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR
Auto Body 2000

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Joseph • 320-363-1116

DENTISTRY
Drs. Styles, Cotton & Milbert

1514 E. Minnesota St.
St. Joseph • 320-363-7729

Laser Dentistry 
26 2nd Ave. NW

St. Joseph • 320-363-4468

ELECTRICAL 
HI-TEC Electric • St. Joseph

Residential • Commercial
Remodeling • General Services
320-363-8808 • 320-980-0514

EYECARE
Russell Eyecare & Associates
15 E. Minnesota St., Ste. 107 

St. Joseph • 320-433-4326

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

Call the St. Joseph Newsleader at 320-363-7741 
if you would like your business included. Check out the online Business Directory 

at thenewsleaders.com which hyperlinks to each business’ website.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Manion’s Wholesale is hiring truck drivers. 
We deliver building materials to Minnesota, 

North Dakota, South Dakota and Iowa. 
Home daily with an occasional overnight 

as needed. Hourly pay depending on experience. 

NOW HIRING TRUCK DRIVERS!

Call Justin with questions at 320-266-8615 
or apply in person at:

Manion’s Wholesale 
7705 305th St.

St. Cloud

Howe plans to bring back his 
bill to improve pay for Minne-
sota’s 590 State Troopers. Howe 
says the trooper pay now lags 
behind the pay for other law 
enforcement professionals. As 
a result, it’s tougher to recruit 
new officers and older officers 
are leaving for better-paying 
jobs with other agencies.

Recent budget deficits result-
ed in pay freezes and no raises 
for troopers. The lagging pay, 
Howe says, has long-term af-
fects that carry into retirement 
because retirement payments 
are based on earnings. Mean-
while cities have raised pay for 
police officers.

“They are the best of the 
best,” Howe said of the troop-
ers. “We need to recruit, train, 
retain and retire them.”

With more than 40 percent 
of the state budget dedicated 
to funding education, the Leg-
islature needs to look at how 
the money is spent as well as 
solving the disparities across 
the state, Demuth said.

“More money won’t solve 
challenges,” Demuth said. “We 
need to look at how to spend to 
better serve our students. I’m 
willing to listen, to work across 
the aisle and across the street” 
for ideas on education funding.

While attending a wedding 
in a barn, Howe recognized 
a public-safety danger where 
businesses converted old barns 
to entertainment venues.

“I looked around and I didn’t 
see any panic hardware, exit 
signs, emergency lights, smoke 
detectors, sprinklers,” Howe 
said and he and his wife sat 
near the door during the cere-
mony.

The legislation focuses on 
buildings that were originally 
built for animals, not public 
events, that have been convert-
ed by a business. His bill would 
call for inspections for fire and 
structural safety.

“When the public goes in 
a big place of assembly, there 
should be a minimum level of 
life safety,” Howe said.

Two longtime St. Joseph 
bonding requests may finally 
get funding this session. Gov. 
Tim Walz included state mon-
ey for St. Joseph’s Community 
Center and East Park develop-
ment in his bonding propos-
al. Demuth and Howe intro-
duced bills in past sessions for 
the money, but the legislation 
didn’t get passed. The projects 
may have a better chance this 
year with support from the DFL 
governor and DFL-controlled 
House if a deal can be reached 
with the Republicans who con-
trol the Senate.

Last summer, Demuth and 
St. Joseph officials hosted a 
contingent of House members 
for a tour of the former Kenne-
dy School, which if bonding is 
approved, would be renovated 
and expanded for the Commu-
nity Center. Having her col-
leagues actually see the project 
may help get the bonding mon-
ey approved this time, Demuth 
said.

The Community Center proj-
ect, she said, benefits everyone 
from birth to the oldest adults.

To prepare for the upcoming 
session, Demuth, Howe and 
other area legislators meet with 
Stearns County commissioners 
to hear the county’s priorities.

Commissioners are con-
cerned about rural broadband 
service, roads and bridge fund-
ing, human services payments 
that shift back to the county 
and election funding, she said.

Demuth said her House col-
leagues are surprised that not 
only are there people with slow 
internet access in her district, 
but also people without any 
internet service.

Republican legislators con-
tinue to push for more ac-
countability from state agencies 
– an issue raised during Gov. 
Mark Dayton’s administration 
and continues with Walz, both 
Democrats.

Howe’s concern begins with 
the Department of Human Ser-
vices and its $18-billion budget, 
but he wants the governor to 
put pressure on his commis-
sioners to make them more 
accountable.

As the session gets rolling, 
both legislators emphasized 
they want to hear from constit-
uents.

“Folks need to make their 
opinions known,” Howe said. 
“Be educated, call up, ask for 
information. Make sure the 
governor, legislators know their 
feelings so we can respond to 
their views.”

Child care
from front page

Blotter
If you have a tip con-

cerning a crime, call the St. 
Joseph Police Department at 
320-363-8250 or Tri-County 
Crime Stoppers at 320-255-
1301 or access its tip site 
at tricountycrimestoppers.
org. Crime Stoppers offers 
rewards up to $1,000 for in-
formation leading to the ar-
rest and conviction of those 
responsible for a crime.

Jan. 17
 9:41 p.m. Crash. CR 75 

and CR 2. While traveling 

east, a driver hit a patch 
of snow that pulled him off 
the road. The vehicle hit a 
county sign and a cable box.  

Jan. 18
9:44 a.m. Collision. First 

Avenue NW. A driver was 
pulling out of a parking spot 
and turned into a vehicle 
that was plowing snow. The 
driver did not see the plow 
because she had not cleared 
the frost from her windows.

11:12 a.m. Lost proper-
ty. College Avenue N. and 

Minnesota Street. A woman 
reported she lost her ID on 
Minnesota Street. She began 
the process to get a new 
one.

3:29 p.m. Crash. CR 75. 
While traveling east on CR 
75 at 60 mph, the driver hit 
the brakes to prepare for ap-
proaching the stop light. He 
lost control, the vehicle left 
the road and rolled onto its 
roof. The driver said he was 
not injured and refused an 
ambulance.
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Tired of low 
water pressure? 

If your water pressure seems low when you 
take a shower or becomes worse when water 
is running elsewhere, it may indicate that your 

pump requires service or possibly replacement. 

Call now to improve your water pressure.

320-251-5090
141 28th Ave. S.
Waite Park, MN

trautcompanies.com

with

Located across from Sartell Middle School
• 101 7th St. N. Suite #1

Jazz • Tap • Ballet • Hip-Hop
Combination dance • Just for fun

Fitness • Competition teams
Ages 3 years old to adult

Call Catie: 320-761-6062
Email: catie.bunde@gmail.com

Website: www.studiobmoved.com

Director of Physical Plant

Applications accepted on-line only:
http://employmentosb.csbsju.edu.

Saint John’s Abbey and University
is accepting applications for a 

Director of Physical Plant.

Larry Rudolph, O ptician
306 Main St. E. 
St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380
320-252-6924 Hom e

St. Stephen 
O ptical

Hours:  8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thu rsday;  8 a.m.-4 p.m. F riday;  8 a.m.-noon Satu rdayHours:  8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thu rsday;  8 a.m.-4 p.m. F riday;  8 a.m.-noon Satu rday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thu rsday;  8 a.m.-4 p.m. F riday;  8 a.m.-noon Satu rday

( f ormerly I ndex 53)

REIMBURSED STIPEND VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

-VtIeran 4ocial 4erWice oG .innesota is looLing Gor 
WolVnteers
 55� to serWe in oVr -44 ComQanion 1rogram. 
0Vr WolVnteers receiWe a stiQenE
 mileage reimCVrsment 
anE otIer CeneGits.

Contact Janel Heinen at 320.241.5173 or email 
Janel.Heinen@lssmn.org

something good for my school 
and community and hanging 
out with others who enjoy 
helping others too."

"I (chose) to become a 
part of Ambassadors because 
I could see how much of a 
positive impact it had on my 
community," said eighth-grad-
er Rylin Dierkes. "I love to 
cheer people (up) and make 
their lives easier and more 
enjoyable so I saw it as an 
opportunity to contribute to 
my school. I very much en-
joy helping out around my 
school and doing fundraisers 
and charities and just over-
all improving people’s time 
at school, (be)cause I know 
what a stressful environment 
it can be."

"I chose to apply to repre-
sent my class," said sixth-grad-
er Jasmine Bonovsky. "What I 
enjoy about it is having fun 
with other people in middle 
school."

"I chose to be part of Stu-
dent Council because I love 
using my creativity to benefit 
people,"  said eighth-grader 
Lillianna Midy. "I enjoy plan-
ning things and helping with 
fundraisers."

"I chose to apply to Student 
Council because it seemed like 
a good chance to help improve 
the school," said sixth-grader 
Abby Petroski. "I enjoy getting 
to meet new students and hav-
ing a chance to socialize with 
students I already know. I also 
like the feeling that comes 
with knowing you’ve helped a 
student or sometimes an ani-
mal in need."

Dana Thomson, who is the 
advisos for both the Student 
Council and the Ambassa-
dors, said the school has 26 
student ambassadors and 24 
student council members in 
sixth- through eighth-grades. 
Students need to apply to be 
either Ambassadors or Stu-
dent Council members and 

their application requires a 
teacher recommendation. 

The two leadership groups 
meet during their advisory 
class in the morning, but the 
students also need to meet the 
advisory class requirements.

Thomson said students 
usually meet two or three 
times each month.

She said the students are al-
ways looking for service proj-
ect ideas and would welcome 
other projects. Both leadership 
groups are encouraged to find 
service projects that help meet 
area needs.

The students are current-
ly working on and plan to 
donate about 12 blankets to 
Anna Marie's Alliance in St. 
Cloud.

 Many of the students have 
a passion for animals and 
would like to be able to help 
the Tri-County Humane So-
ciety. In March, the student 
leaders hope to make animal 
pet beds or cushions for the 
animals' time at the Humane 
Society before adoption. An-
other idea is to make simple 
toys for animals. 

They plan to contact the 
Tri-County Humane Society to 
see if these are needed items 
and what other items might 

be needed.
Thomson said these stu-

dents would work every day 
on a service project if they had 
the opportunity.

Thomson is also a middle 
school counselor for the school 
and teaches three classes, one 
each to sixth-, seventh- and 
eighth-graders about identity, 
motivation, effort, goal-set-
ting, cultural competency and 
current events.

"I believe that service is a 
road to connection and com-
munity," Thomson said. "Stu-
dents often feel disconnected 
and service provides engage-
ment and empowerment."  

contributed photo

Kennedy Community School Student Council members and 
Ambassadors carry items collected for Toys for Tots. About 80 
items were collected and donated for the event.

Skills
from front page

employed as a social worker at 
Tech High School.

In 2016, Buckvold ran for 
the state House of Representa-
tives in District 13A and lost 
to incumbent Jeff Howe. Since 
then she’s focused on local 
government.

St. Joseph’s mayor serves a 
two-year term and is one of five 
members on the City Council.

Buckvold
from front page
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Income guidelines apply.

We are accepting applications 
for two-bedroomÊandÊt�ree�
Ledroom townhomes in St. 

Joseph, a mÕlti�vamilÞÊ
development with close 

amenities and entertainment, 
nestled in a quiet residential area.

Rent based on income.

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
320-557-0195 or email

ccrossing@brutgerequities.com

Professionally managed by

CARLSON
CROSSING

TOWNHOMES
ARLINGTON PLACE

ASSISTED LIVING
in St. Joseph

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

HOME HEALTH AIDE
PM AND NOC positions available

3-4 days/week
including every other weekend/holiday

 Duties include: daily personal 
care, grooming, dressing, 

light meal prep, medication 
administration and light to 

moderate housekeeping.

If interested please stop by for an 
application or call 
Karen Hennessy at 

(320) 363-1313. 
21 16th Ave. SE St. Joseph, MN 56374

contributed photo

KC Free Throw Contest winners are (from left) Catherine Colberg, Dalyla Price, Mary Colberg, 
Sylvie Bechtold, Ellen Bechtold, Michael DeMars, Scott Stephens and Jake Murphy.

Eight St. Joseph area 
boys and girls, ages 9 to 
14, were named local cham-
pions of the 2020 Knights 
of Columbus Free-Throw 
Championship and have 
earned the right to compete 
at the district level. Father 
Werner Council 7057 in St. 
Joseph sponsored the local 
competition at the St. Jo-
seph Catholic School in St 
Joseph. Ellen Bechtold was 
the 9-year-old girls champi-
on. 10-year-old champions 
were Dalyla Price in the girls 
bracket and Jake Murphy in 
the boys. In the 11-year-old 
bracket, Catherine Colberg
was the girls champion and 
Scott Stephens was the boys 
champion. Twelve-year-old 
winners in the girls and boys 
division were Sylvie Bech-
told and Michael DeMars.
The 13-year-old girls divi-
sion was won by Mary Col-
berg.  Each contestant was 
allowed 15 free-throw at-
tempts in the contests. Each 
of these winners will com-
pete in the district competi-
tion at 1 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 9 

at St Joseph Catholic School, 
with an eye toward moving 
on to the regional and state 
levels.

Emee Jagielski of St. Jo-
seph is performing with the 
Gustavus Adolphus College 
Symphony Orchestra and 
Jazz Ensemble on a two-
week tour of Malaysia and 
Singapore. The ensembles 
perform at high-profile ven-
ues such as the Shaw Foun-
dation Stage at the Singa-
pore Botanic Gardens and 
the Dewan Sri Pinang Hall, 
Penang, Malaysia. The stu-
dent musicians will also par-
ticipate in exchanges with 
local musicians. Previously, 
the groups have traveled to 
the British Isles, the People’s 
Republic of China, South Af-
rica, Greece and Macedonia.

Seven St. Joseph stu-
dents have been named to 
the North Dakota State Uni-
versity fall semester dean’s 
list. The list recognizes stu-
dents who earn a 3.5 grade-
point average or higher. The 

students are Courtney De-
ters, Morgan Eisenschenk, 
Callie Kostreba, Alisha 
Ophoven, Nicole Preusser, 
Olivia Skudlarek and Jere-
my Warzecka.

Eight St. Joseph students 
have been named to the 
fall semester dean’s list at 
St. Cloud State Universi-
ty. To be eligible for the 
honor, students must have 
a grade-point average of 
3.75 or higher. The students 
are Anna Emerson, Lynnsey 
Hoffmann, Abshir Ibra-
him, Kaylee Lodermei-
er, Karissa Muehring, Hunt-
er O’Hotto, Lindsay Rose 
and McKayla Walz. 

Ten St. Joseph students 
have been named to the St. 
Cloud Technical & Commu-
nity College fall semester 
president’s list and dean’s 
list. President’s list students 
earn a 4.0 grade-point aver-
age and dean’s list students 
earn a grade-point average 
from 3.5 to 3.99.

The president’s list stu-
dents are Peter Drake, Kev-
in Huichapa, Mitchell Low-
ell and Charles Reber.

The dean’s list students 
are Jose Barajas, Bisha-
ro Dadow, Rachel Fisch-
er, Sheila Hastings, Mikay-
la Kotsmith and Allison 
Notsch.

People

Immigrants/refugees: 
There is good news

Tani waa kuu muhiim 
adiga.  Fadlan aqri.

Ogeysiis!  Importante 
para Usted, por favor léalo. 
Please read!

Announcements brought 
to you by Cultural Bridges 
of St. Joseph, a commit-
tee of Central Minnesota 
Community Empowerment 
Organization. We are dedi-
cated to ease your transition 
into our community.

•••

by Sister Renee Domeier 
OSB

My New Year’s resolution 
is to strive to pass along 
whatever Good News I can 
this year via blogs, email, 
conversation or the written 
word. So here goes! The top-
ic?

Immigration Issues 2019
On Dec. 10, Julia Toepler, 

from the National Immigrant 
Justice Center, wrote: “To-
gether we protected human 
rights. We sought justice for 
separated families, served 
more immigrants than ever 
before, fought the criminal-
ization of immigrants, pro-
vided free legal aid to thou-
sands of immigrants coming 
from 129 countries of origin, 
prevented indefinite family 
detentions, shifted the nar-

rative in favor of alternatives 
to detention…”

Read the art ic le 
here: https://www.immi-
grantjustice.org/staff/blog/
together-we-protected-hu-
man-rights-2019-heres-how

Good news? Yes!
On Dec. 13, Jean Hop-

fensperger quoted the Rev. 
Tom Duke, a leader in the St. 
Paul Interfaith Network: “We 
will build a website, news-
letter, social media…to build 
communication about what’s 
going on in Minnesota. We 
want to build bridges.” This 
network includes Christians, 
Jews, Muslims and Hindus 
pledging to collaborate in 
education, outreach and ad-
vocacy across the state.

So proud of Minnesota for 
continuing to welcome refu-
gees…

“INN is NOT FULL in MIN-
NESOTA,” Gov Tim Walz.  

These three messages tell 
me that we can rediscov-
er the importance of family 
among us by welcoming the 
immigrants seeking to both 
give to us and receive from 
us the joy of living in mu-
tuality.

•••
If you have any questions, 

please contact Juliana How-
ard at 715-791-8976 or Jamal 
Elmi at 320-310-2351.

contributed photo

Sister Renee Domeier works with Omar Hassan.

Newsleaders editor wins award
Newsleaders Editor Mike 

Knaak was honored with an 
award in the annual Minnesota 
Newspaper Association contest.

Knaak won second place 
for columnists in the contest 
among the state’s 300 weekly 
and daily newspapers.

The award was for a selec-
tion of columns that included 

the conclusion of the Wetterling 
case, Rep. Tom Emmer’s rising 
status in the Republican Party 
and local women who have led 
the quest for gender equality in 
sports.

There were more than 3,900 
entries in the contest, judged 
by journalists in Indiana.

The awards were present-

ed Jan. 30 
during the 
a s s o c i a -
tion’s an-
nual con-
vention in 
B r o o k l y n 
Park.

Knaak
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FINANCE GUIDE  |  SMART PLANNING

Your savings plan doesn’t 
need to reach such incredible 
heights that it becomes unat-
tainable. It’s easy to get swept 
up in lofty financial plans that, 
in the end, will only become a 
source of disappointment if 
you don’t actually achieve 
them. 

WHERE TO START
The National Endowment 

for Financial Education’s web-
site Smart About Money has 
these tips to make sure you’re 
building a solid savings plan. 

List savings as a fixed item 
in your spending plan. You’re 
less likely to spend money you 
already have earmarked. 

Use automatic savings tools 
from your bank or other 
financial institutions. Some 
will move your spare change 
from purchases into your sav-
ings account automatically, 
making it easy to increase your 
savings without much effort. 

Save all or part of a certain 
type of income. This can 
include your tax refund, annu-
al bonus, tip money or extra 
freelancing cash. 

Create an emergency fund 
with the goal of having three 
to six months’ of expenses 
covered. This can buy you and 
your family some time if there 
were to be an unexpected 
injury or job loss that ham-
pered your incoming cash 
flow. 

ACCOUNTABILITY 
What good does a savings 

plan do for you if you don’t 
stick with it? Find an account-

ability partner to routinely 
check in on your finances to 
make sure you’re staying the 
course. This can be your 
spouse, a trusted friend or a 
qualified financial professional 
who can help you stay on 
track. If you ask for account-
ability, however, be prepared to 
have some tough conversa-
tions. Your accountability part-
ner is there to help you main-
tain your discipline so be pre-
pared to accept their questions 

and advice along the way. 

DIFFERENT TYPES  
OF ACCOUNTS

Once you have enough 
money stashed away, there are 
many different ways to put it 
to work for you. Talk to your 
bank about interest-bearing 
savings accounts that can earn 
you money, but may have 
withdrawal or other limits. 
There are also CDs and other 
investment options to explore.

What Is your Savings Plan?
So you’ve got a budget 

and good spending 
sense. Now you need 
to plan how to save. 

Savings, after all, 
offers you protection 

against life’s little 
surprises that would 
otherwise put you in  

a tough financial spot. 

© ADOBE STOCK

Find an 
accountability 
partner to routinely 
check in on your 
finances to make 
sure you’re staying 
the course.

Successful saving 
starts here.
At Stearns Bank, we want to part of your vision of success, which likely includes 
an element of saving. 

An Above the Norm™ market savings account is our way of helping you get 
there. Rely on personal service matched with customizable features that make 
it easier to stay on track for your one-of-a-kind goals. 

*APY is annual percentage yield. Rates are accurate as of 02/03/2020 and subject to change at any time. Fees may reduce earnings. 

   |  StearnsBank.com  |  Member FDIC

Visit StearnsBank.com
or call 320-253-6607
to start saving today.

1.00% APY*
on balances up to $99,999.99

1.76% APY
on balances of $100,000.00 or more$Grow

your
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320-258-3434pineconepethospital.com 234 Pinecone Road S.

Pine Cone Pet Hospital

••

Drop-off appointments, extended evening & 
emergency appointments are available

PET CARE  |  PET OWNERSHIP

And the truth is, we can 
build even better bonds with 
our beloved pets by taking a 
few simple actions each day. 
Forming a great bond with 
your pet is simple. Here are 
three ideas to try yourself as 
you reconnect with your 
favorite pooch, feline or pet of 
your choice. 

CONDUCT SOME TRAINING 
Depending on how your 

animal responds to direction 
and discipline, training exer-
cises can be a great way of 
building a bond with your 
pet. 

New behavioral training 
builds your skills in commu-
nicating with your pet, as well 
as in trusting him or her to 
listen to instructions. Make 
sure to keep training positive 
and collaborative, using a 
gentle, reward-based 
approach. 

This style will help your pet 
look forward to training, giv-
ing the two of you positive 
time together to grow as pet 
and owner. 

MAKE FEEDING  
TIME STRUCTURED

When it’s time to prepare 
meals, engage with your pet 
during the process. Call your 
dog over to sit and wait while 
your fill up the bowl. Pet the 
dog and talk to it to encour-

age a calm, relaxing eating 
experience. 

Always remember to give 
your pet space during meal-
time. Following a structured 
routine such as this helps 
your pet respect your rules 
and understand that you call 

the shots. This healthy rela-
tionship will help you earn 
your pet’s respect, leading to a 
strong bond over time.

DON’T FORGET TO PLAY 
You can introduce training 

and structured mealtimes until 

you’re blue in the face, but 
until you devote some time to 
playing with your pet, you 
won’t be unlocking the true 
essence of being a pet owner. 

Games such as fetch, tug-of-
war or chase will help you not 
only keep in shape, but also 

allow your pet to enjoy your 
company because of your pos-
itive energy. Think of ways to 
introduce listening exercises 
within your play and look for 
parks that are pet friendly. The 
more space the better to let 
your pet explore and enjoy.

W hat would we do without our pets? Animals have won over the 
hearts of pet owners across the world. They offer us unconditional 
love and loads of laughs that make our lives better. 

Bonding with Your Pet

© FOTOLIA
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Come join a fun team with great bene�ts!

For further information and to apply online, please visit the 
 CSB employment opportunities webpage at:

http://employment.csbsju.edu or call 320-363-5500

The College of Saint Benedict is an A�rmative Action/
Equal Opportunity Employer.

The Power Plant department 
at the College of Saint Benedict 

invites applications for the full-time
positions of:

• Master Plumber
• Maintenance and Operating Engineer

320-258-3094
6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

realifecoopmuellergardens.org

Independent Living  • Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Secure Community • Maintenance Free
Enjoy Friendship and Social Activities

Independent Living  • Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Find your new home here!

55+ Senior Housing Community

6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

Realife Cooperative 
at Mueller Gardens

“Love is in the air!”
Roses • Fresh Bouquets

Teddy Bears • Balloons • Cards
Chocolates • Plants

Valentine’s Day is Friday, Feb. 14
St. Joseph • 320-363-7705

(behind the Holiday store in the yellow & gray building)

www.floralartsmn.com

We Deliver!
Celebrating 50 years!

Valentine's card leads to love, marriage
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.

com
In kindergarten in Albany, 

way back in 1986, a little 
girl named Stefanie Krebs 
received a whole bunch of 
cards on Valentine’s day 
from class chums, but she 
later threw them all away – 
all but one.

The card showed cartoon 
character Garfield the cat 
next to a Teddy bear. On the 
back it was signed, “Love, 
Jacob.”

Eighteen years later Ste-
fanie married the boy who’d 
sent that cute card – Jacob 
Rothstein. They now live 
happily in St. Stephen and 
have two children – Caden, 
12; and Evie, 9.

“We were best buds in 
kindergarten,” Stefanie re-
called. “But I lived in Alba-
ny and he lived in St. Martin 
and so out of school we 
never saw each other.”

And then distance divided 
the two “buds.” After kin-
dergarten when he moved to 
Farming. Seven years later, 
he was again in school at 
Albany, in seventh grade.

“But in high school we 
didn’t really know each oth-
er anymore,” she said. As 
a result, they both devel-
oped kind of cold-shoulder 
attitudes to each other. That 
icy reserve broke quickly in 
ninth grade when Stefanie 
learned Jacob was dating 
her best friend. She was not 
happy, not at all. In fact, she 
was more than a little jeal-
ous; she was mighty mad. 
She and Jacob got into a 
verbal fight. Shortly after, 
he broke up with that girl-
friend. And then he asked 
Stefanie to go to a movie. 
That was in 1996. The dat-

ing continued and one day 
eight years later Jacob asked 
Stefanie to marry him. They 
married in the Seven Dolors 
Church in Albany, took a 
10-day Princess cruise to the 
Caribbean and then moved 
to St. Stephen. Just recently, 
they returned from a trip 
to Hawaii to celebrate their 
15th wedding anniversary.

They often recall that kin-
dergarten Garfield Valen-
tine’s card, and Jacob him-
self is “quite a card,” ac-

cording to Stefanie.
“To me, being with Jake 

every day is Valentine’s 
Day,” Stefanie said. “He has 
a child-like humor. Some-
times I think he hasn’t yet 
passed out of middle school 
because when they’re to-
gether, our son Caden, 
who is in Sartell Middle 
School, and Jacob act just 
like they’re both in middle 
school. I often say I have 
three children – Caden, Evie 

contributed photo

Stefanie Krebs and Jacob Rothstein perform a skit in their 1986 kindergarten class. After kin-
dergarten they were separated for years but met again in high school, began dating and married 
18 years after Jacob gave Stefanie a Valentine’s Day card.

contributed photo

Jacob and Stefanie Rothstein recently returned from a 15th 
wedding anniversary vacation in Hawaii where they enjoyed 
quiet times together hiking in the lush steep forests.

Drive Carefully!
School is in Session

Card • back page
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February:
14, 15, 16  and 20, 21, 22, 23

(ASL interpreted, Feb. 21)

Presents:

320-241-4682
gntc1.com

Evening shows are 7: 30 p.m. with dinner at 6: 30 p.m.;  Su ndays are 2 p.m. shows with a 1 p.m. dinner

DON’T MISS OUT!

THE
REVOLUTION 5

Tribute to the
Music of the Beatles

Sat, Feb 29
7:30PM

Paramount Center for the Arts presents

Pert Near
Sandstone
Bluegrass/Newgrass

Thu, Feb 27
7:30PM

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLES 
OF ORGANIZATION

STATE OF MINNESOTA

Pursuant to Chapter 322C, Min-
nesota Statutes, the undersigned, 
who is or will be conducting or 
transacting a commercial busi-
ness in the State of Minnesota is 
amending the articles of incorpo-
ration as follows:

The list name of the company cur-
rently on fi le with the Offi ce of the 
Minnesota Secretary of State is as 
follows: Schneekloth Properties 
LLC.

The company name is changed to 
Savvy Maverick LLC.

This amendment to Articles of Or-
ganization shall hereby amend Ar-
ticle 1, and the name of the Com-
pany shall be changed to Savvy 
Maverick LLC. Any reference to 
Scheekloth Properties LLC shall 
be removed.

I certify I am authorized to sign 
this certifi cate and I further certify 
I understand by signing this certif-
icate, I am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in Minnesota 
Statutes Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this certifi cate under oath.

Dated: Dec. 20, 2019

Filed: Jan. 22, 2020

/s/ Janelle Schneekloth

Publish: Feb. 7 & 21, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Instruments
Lessons
Repairs

320-271-3152 • 708 Elm St. E. Suite 103, St. Joseph. • barrettsmusic.com

Stock named All-American honorable mention
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

St. John's University senior 
Joey Stock, who is a designated 
hitter/pitcher for the college's 
baseball team, was recently 
named 2020 D3baseball.com 
Preseason All-America honor-
able mention.

The Preseason All-America 
team is selected from previous 
years' All-American and All-Re-
gion nominations.

"The chance to be named 
a preseason All-American is 
definitely a great opportunity," 
Stock said. "It is awesome to 
get this type of recognition, 
but with that being said, other 
teams are recognizing that too 
and are planning to expose my 
weaknesses."

He said he needs to continue 
to stay focused and take things 
one game at a time, one inning 
at a time, one pitch at a time.

St. John's University as-
sistant baseball coach Jason 
Spohn has worked with Stock 
as his pitching coach.

"This will be our fourth year 
working with Joe and we are 
very excited to see what his 
future holds," Spohn said. "Joe 
has earned a lot of well-de-
served attention by lighting up 
radar guns last summer and by 
hitting with a lot of power last 
spring. He knows a solid year 
on the field this spring could 
open an exciting opportunity 

come June. Joe has also de-
veloped into a great leader on 
and off the field. He is quick 
to help out with community 
events, which stems from the 
strong foundation his parents 
have built in raising him."

Stock was named last 
spring to the American Base-
ball Coaches' Association and 
D3baseball.com All-Midwest 
Region first team after leading 
the St. John's team with a bat-
ting average of .353. In Spring, 
he hit 12 home runs and was 
intentionally walked eight 
times and broke the college's 
19-year record for single-season 
home runs.

Last summer, Stock played 
his second season with the St. 
Cloud Rox, a collegiate sum-
mer baseball team that plays 
in the Northwoods League. He 
finished the year with a 2.50 
ERA, three saves and 19 strike-
outs. He also participated in the 
league's  Major League Dreams 
Showcase.

Stock was the only student 
from St. John's University 
who was voted as a preseason 

All-American this year. How-
ever, starting outfielder, Wyatt 
Ulrich, was an All-American 
his freshman year. One other 
player in the conference, James 
Green from St. Mary's, was vot-
ed to be a preseason All-Ameri-
can second team this year.

"Since this is my last year of 
college baseball, I just want to 
enjoy and get as much out of 
my final season as I can," Stock 
said. "It is unbelievable how 
fast the first three years went, 
and I just want to not take a 
second for granted as my time 
in college is almost up."

Stock, who is studying com-
munication at St. John's, said 
this is an awesome honor but 
added that it is not about where 
you start but where you finish.

"Anyone can be a preseason 
All-American, but it is about 
the body of work you put in 
and the results you show at the 
end of the year (that) is what 
really matters," he said. "We 
have a great group of guys and 
we have a lot of depth at every 
position. We all feel that anoth-
er regional tournament birth is 

something we can do again" 
St. John's was ranked No. 25 

in Collegiate Baseball's Presea-
son National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) Division 
III poll. Last year, the team 
ended the season with a 32-14 
record.

Players will open the season 
March 2-6 in Fort Myers, Flori-
da, and then play March 21-24 
in Tucson, Arizona. Conference 
play begins March 28 at Gus-
tavus Adolphus in St. Peter.

photo courtesy of Libby Auger

St. John’s University senior Joey Stock (31) who is a designated hitter/pitcher for the college’s 
baseball team, is pictured after he hit a walk-off home run in extra innings against Thiel College 
in Fort Myers last year. This was his first of 12 home runs hit in his junior season. Stock was 
recently named 2020 D3baseball.com Preseason All-America honorable mention.

Stock
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Students celebrate Catholic Schools Week
by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

Excitement was in the air 
as students, faculty and staff 
at St. Joseph Catholic School 
celebrated Catholic Schools 
Week Jan. 26-31 with a variety 
of activities.

Once, again, the theme this 
year was "Catholic Schools: 
Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed."

The week included themed 
days, fun activities, prayer and 
a service project. Fourth-grade 
teacher Theresa Fleege coor-
dinated the week's activities.

The week began with a 
Sunday Mass at the Church of 
St. Joseph followed by a book 
fair and an open house in the 
music room.

Monday was Wacky Day 
and gave students and staff 
a chance to dress in a wacky 
way.

Tuesday was  Pajama Day 
and students were able to 
wear pajamas and bring in a 
stuffed animal that fit in their 
backpack.

It was also a day to Drop 
Everything and Pray. At 10:05 
a.m., Principal Karl Terhaar 
announced it was time to Drop 
Everything and Pray. Teachers 
decided what this would in-
volve for their students. Some 
options might have included 
reading from the Bible or oth-
er religious books, drawing 
pictures on a cross and writ-
ing a letter to God.

Wednesday was Work-
out and Whiteout Day and 
students were able to wear 
workout or white clothing, go 
sledding in the afternoon and 
enjoy some popcorn and hot 
chocolate snacks.

Thursday was Hawaiian 
Cruise Day and students could 
wear sunglasses, shorts and 
other warm-weather clothing.

Students were able to eat 
lunch on their beach towels 
on the main deck (the lunch-
room). The boarding pass for 
the event was a nonperishable 
food item or $1. The collec-
tion was the school's service 
project to collect items for the 
St. Joseph Community Food 
Shelf.

A mixed grade morning 
prayer service was led by the 
sixth-graders. Each sixth-grad-
er acted as a train engine that 
went around to pick up their 
group of pre-K to fifth-grade 
students. The sixth-graders 
then gathered their group of 
students in a circle and in-
structed an activity of brain-
storming how God is present 
when we learn, serve, lead 
and succeed.

This information was writ-
ten down on a heart with a 
word on it. The hearts are dis-
played throughout the school. 
At the end, students put their 
trains together and dropped 
off their students by their 
classroom teachers.

Teachers and sixth-graders 
competed in a beach volley-
ball game held in the upper 
deck (gym) with the pre-K 
through fifth-graders cheering 
on the teams. The teachers 
won the game.

Friday was Spirit Day and 
students wore their favorite 
sports team or school colors. 
The day also included a talent 
show in the afternoon. Tal-
ents that students shared in-
cluded magic tricks, dancing, 
gymnastics, playing the piano, 
singing, jumping rope, karate 
skills, joke-telling and a video 
of derby car racing.

The week ended with a 
dance and more book fair 
time.

"Catholic Schools Week 
is always a fun, communi-
ty-building week," Fleege said. 
"This year I enjoyed watching 
the students in grades kin-
dergarten through six while 
sledding at the park. It was a 
nice way to spend a beautiful 

contributed photo

St. Joseph Catholic School second-graders (left to right) Wylie Schmitz, Peyton Weber, Logan Nolan, Tristalyn Smith, Claire 
Beirne and Jasmine Smoley celebrate Spirit Day.

contributed photos

St. Joseph Catholic School students (left to right) Aquiliana Wolf (sixth-grade), Scott Stephens (fifth-grade), Kaleb Weber (fourth-
grade), Peyton Weber (first-grade) and Connor May (sixth-grade) carry boxes of food for the St. Joseph Community Food Shelf. 
Students were asked to donate an item or money on Beach Day.

St. Joseph Catholic School students (left to right) Peyton Weber (first-grade), Ximena Alvarez 
(second-grade) and Tommy Blixt (preschool) ride on their “train” during the prayer service 
during Catholic Schools Week.

Celebrate • back page
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Like fawning courtiers, U.S. Senators just 
handed over a crown: All hail, King Donald!

That impeachment nontrial was a very 
dark day for America.

The jaw-dropping moment of the farce 
came when Harvard law professor Alan Der-
showitz flailed his arms like a wind-up toy in 
his pretzel logic, which goes like this: In the 
Ukraine scheme, Trump was merely trying 
to expose Biden’s horrible corruption in or-
der to protect our nation from his (Biden’s) 
potential ascent to power. By helping him-
self get re-elected, you see, Trump was only 
trying to serve the national good – thus he 
committed no impeachable offense. Who 
can miss the bleak irony and blatant stupid-
ity of that insulting assertion?! Good thing 
Dershowitz is not a professor of logic.

Like a sandbox bully rewarded, this new-
ly consecrated president is crowing he has 
been exonerated once again. Now doubly 
emboldened, King Donald the Innocent will 
continue to erode the U.S. Constitution and 
imperil our democracy. With sickening self-
ishness, The Donald mistakes the world for 
one big real estate deal. This king must be 
deposed. There are 13 reasons, at least, why 
the Royal One should be voted off the island:

1: Indisputable facts show Trump tried 
to strong-arm Ukraine into announcing a 
phony Biden investigation. A corollary of 
that scheme, which begs investigation, is 
how Trump was possibly trying to weaken 
Ukraine’s security, making it a plum ripe for 
picking by his chum Vladimir Putin, one of 
the “strong leaders” he so admires.

2: The Mueller Report was a damning 
document that revealed Trump tried up to 10 
times to squelch the investigation into Rus-
sian meddling in the 2016 presidential elec-

tion. Trump’s top “legal” fixer, U.S. Attorney 
William Barr, released a candy-coated ver-
sion of the Report that too many gullibles 
were eager to believe.

3: A bumbling “foreign policy” based on 
personal whims and tantrum outbursts. The 
Donald’s charm offensive is long on offen-
sive, short on charm. It is, in a word, dan-
gerous.

4: Trump’s bad-mouthing of ObamaCare 
and legal maneuvers to deep-six it. Whatev-
er happened to Trump’s repeated promise 
of the Best Health Care in the History of the 
Whole Wide World?

5: Insidious attacks on the Department of 
Justice, the FBI, the State Department and 
intelligence agencies, sowing discord and 
undermining trust in the institutions we so 
depend upon for our – and the world’s – se-
curity.

6: A total lack of understanding of the 
U.S. Constitution and even an outright con-
tempt for it. Kings hate that messy tangle 
called democracy. It gets in their way so they 
try to rig (or abolish) elections.

7: The Wall. We need immigration reform 
and control, but this is not it. The Chinese, 
with their “Great Wall,” learned that lesson 
thousands of years ago.

8: The vicious cruelty of separating chil-
dren and parents at the border, aided and 
abetted by one of Trump’s most senior ad-
visors, the sinister immigrant-hater Stephen 

Miller.
9: The sabotage of NATO. At summit 

meetings, Trump strutted around like Mus-
solini with a sneering pout on his face 
among NATO nation leaders, making a fool 
of himself and alienating allies we need.

10: Trump’s ripping up the climate-change 
accords, combined with his reckless dis-
mantling of environmental regulations in 
tune with the big carbon-energy honchos.

11: His massive debt-producing tax cut for 
the Super Rich. It was the old trickle-down 
trick perpetrated against the have-nots ever 
since the 1980s “Greed is Good” Era. Trump 
bragged to glitzy guests at Mar-a-Lago that 
he’d just made them a lot of money.

12: King Donald’s grotesque narcissism. 
Everything He does (or tries to do) is the 
Best, the Biggest, the Greatest in History. 
In mental hospitals there are unfortunate 
folks suffering from delusions of grandeur 
far more realistic than The Donald’s bloated 
daydreams.

13: OK, here’s where Trump gets a nod. 
The economy is doing well, although in a 
lopsided way. There’s more to a great coun-
try than “strong economy.” A truly great 
nation is comprised first and foremost of 
strong, wise, compassionate, moral leader-
ship.

So, folks, put on those caps, the ones that 
say, “Make America Sane Again.” Then get 
ready to vote.

Meantime, Dear Leader, please consid-
er taking a quick bow now for your strong 
economy, then grab your crown and scur-
ry off to Fantasy Island where you can play 
wannabe king all by yourself to your heart’s 
content.

OpinionOpinion
Our View

Dennis 
Dalman

Reporter

An inaccurate census 
could put Minnesota’s 
representation at risk

Every 10 years, we get a chance to count 
how many people live in the United States. In 
addition to the basic count, we learn where 
people live and basic demographic information 
such as age, gender, race and ethnicity.  

Governments use that data to fund and 
plan a variety of social, educational and public 
safety expenses. Most importantly, the count 
is used to draw political boundaries and de-
termine our representatives at all levels of 
government.

Getting an accurate count is always import-
ant, but this year, an accurate count carries 
significant implications for Minnesota’s 5.6 
million people.

Latest population estimates show slower 
growth in Minnesota that could mean the state 
will lose a seat in the House of Representatives 
and one of its 10 Electoral College votes.

The census this spring will determine how 
the country’s 435 congressional seats are div-
vied up. Minnesota barely hung onto its eight 
seats after the last census in 2010, but its 
growth hasn’t kept pace with states such as 
Florida and Texas that are poised to gain seats.

Minnesota’s projected population could fall 
between 21,000 and 25,000 people short of 
keeping the seat. The new population esti-
mates illustrate the importance of an accurate 
census count this spring and summer, when 
every Minnesotan will be asked to fill out a 
census form online. Census letters go out in 
mid-March, and efforts to reach people who 
have not responded will continue until the end 
of July.

Growth is driven by births, deaths and mi-
gration. The number of births has remained 
low since the recession and there has been 
slower international immigration for several 
years, according to the consulting firm Election 
Data Services. The biggest swing in 2019 was 
a steep dive in the number of people arriving 
in Minnesota from other states, dropping from 
6,500 to nearly zero.

Minnesota’s population grew by about 0.6 
percent last year, or about 33,000 people. 
That was down slightly from 0.7 percent the 
prior year. Annual growth rates have generally 
hovered in that range since 2011, though they 
nearly reached 0.8 percent in 2017. Texas, by 
comparison, grew by about 1.3 percent last 
year.

Recent misguided attempts by the Trump 
Administration to add a citizenship question to 
the census may have created fear and distrust 
among recent immigrants and refugees.

Those concerns need to be addressed as a 
part of the effort for an accurate count. Words 
and deeds that are intended to make immi-
grants and refugees feel unwelcome may ulti-
mately backfire if an undercount results in the 
state losing representation and federal money.

State officials will learn if the state loses a 
House seat in December. During 2021, legisla-
tors and probably eventually the courts, will 
use the data to redraw district lines.

Local officials need to carry the message 
that everyone who lives here needs to be 
counted.

We all need to make sure our friends, fam-
ilies and neighbors participate in the census.

•••
The League of Women Voters is sponsoring 

2020 Census-Ensuring a Complete Count, at 1 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 12, at the St. Cloud Pub-
lic Library, 1300 St. Germain St.

Senators deliver crown: All hail, King Donald!

And then it was over, with a bang. 
The fall sports season ended with the last 
blasts of confetti canons after the Super 
Bowl. Fall, the most exciting sports sea-
son, features pro and college football and 
the World Series. When the NBA and 
NHL launch in the fall, every team has a 
chance to be champion.

But now it’s February and the excite-
ment is over. The Wolves and Wild slog 
through the last halves of their seasons, 
unlikely to make playoffs that are still 
more than two months away. It’s not yet 
time to fill out March Madness brackets.

I’m looking forward to baseball and 
soccer. The Twins report for spring train-
ing in a week. Minnesota United’s home 
season kicks off on March 15 and features 
five home games in March and April.

But mostly I’m thinking about baseball 
and the sport’s recent struggles with tech-
nology.

Major League Baseball’s investigations 
of sign-stealing tainted Houston’s 2017 
World Series win. The team’s owner fired 
manager A.J. Hinch and general manager 
Jeff Luhnow. The fallout continued to fall 
on other former players and coaches who 
had moved on to other teams. Red Sox 
manager Alex Cora and Mets manager 
Carlos Beltrán lost their jobs.

The sign-stealing scheme involved 
watching video from a center field cam-
era and relaying the catcher’s sign to the 
batter via a player in the dugout banging 
on a trash can. One or two bangs signaled 
off-speed pitches while no bang equaled a 
fastball. The scheme was a perfect match 
of high technology, low technology and a 
long tradition of sign-stealing.

The most famous instance of sign-steal-
ing happened on Bobby Thomson’s leg-
endary Shot Heard ‘Round the World that 
clinched the National League pennant for 
the Giants on Oct. 3, 1951.

The incident is reported in “Echoing 
Green: The Untold Story of Bobby Thom-
son, Ralph Branca and the Shot Heard 
Round the World.” Giants position coach 
Herman Franks used a telescope from 
the Giants clubhouse during a number 
of late-season games, including that one 
to relay the catcher’s signs. A buzzer was 
set up to alert someone in the Giants 
bullpen of the pitch call, and he would in 
turn relay it to the batter.

MLB’s most recent advance in technol-
ogy, the video review, opened the door to 
the Astros’ skullduggery. With the review 
rule, TV monitors appeared in dugouts 
and clubhouses, making sign-stealing, 
thanks to telephoto lenses on center field 
cameras, easy.

Generally, technology has not im-
proved sports, for either the players or 
the fans. There are only two technolog-
ical advances that have helped sports: 
lights so games could be played at night, 
allowing working people to enjoy games 
without skipping work, and jet travel re-
placing trains, bringing baseball to cities 
more distant than one-day train rides on 
the East Coast.

When the Metrodome replaced Met 
Stadium, Minnesota sports fans suffered 
their biggest technological failure. I pho-
tographed Bud Grant’s Vikings outside 
– in the mud, snow, rain, cold and heat. 
Photos from those games captured the es-
sence of football and the Vikings’ home-
field advantage. Then the games moved 
indoors to the sterile Metrodome where it 
was always 68 degrees, partly cloudy and 
the plastic grass was always green. The 
only worse place to watch sports is Tam-
pa Bay Rays’ Tropicana Field, a gloomy 
indoor dungeon in the Sunshine State.

After the sign-stealing scandal, MLB is 
again turning to technology to improve 
the game and speed up the action. This 
season, some minor league teams will 
experiment with an automated strike 
zone to replace calls by human umpires. 
Instead of a three-dimensional penta-
gon, the strike zone would be a two-di-
mensional space at the front of the plate. 
Umpires with earpieces will call balls and 
strikes based on ball-tracking technol-
ogy. The ump’s only real job will be to 
call “safe” or “out” in the rare play at the 
plate.

Modern society aims to eliminate all 
risk, errors and unfairness through reg-
ulations and government policy. What’s 
desirable for civil rights and justice is out 
of place in baseball.

I’ve got a better idea. Get rid of all the 
technology – except the lights and the jet 
planes – and just play the game. No more 
delays for video review, no more TVs in 
the dugout, no more ball-tracking tech. 
Just play ball. It’s a kids’ game, play it 
that way.

Get technology out of baseball
Mike 

Knaak
Editor
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ADOPTION
Southern California sunlit nursery 

awaits newborn.  Loving home, se-
cure future, devoted grand-parents ed-
ucational opportunity. Living expens-
es paid. Call Melissa 1(805) 253-3623 
or attorney 1(310) 663-3467. (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 

Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Competitive Offer! Nationwide FREE 
Pick Up! Call Now For a Free Quote! 
888-366-5659 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 

+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. 1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (MCN)

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ 
DIRECTV Choice All-Included Pack-
age. $59.99/month for 12 months. 185 
Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/
Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Call 1-844-245-2232 or 
satellitedealnow.com/MFCP. (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed. Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

COMPUTERS & SUPPLIES
COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAG-

NOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!  Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 EMER-
GENCY $20 OFF ANY SERVICE with 
coupon 42522! Restrictions apply. 
1-844-938-0797. (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT
REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER – 

Great opportunity to write for an 
award-winning tri-weekly newspaper 
in a vibrant, diverse community. We 
have an immediate opening for a 
full-time creative, accurate, driven sto-
ry-teller. Storm Lake offers natural re-
sources, a four-year university, lots of 
celebrations and cultural events, and a 
very involved population that helps us 
to dive deep into the big social issues 
of our day. We strive to be unique! 
Our newspaper is a consistent award 
winner, including many INA General 
Excellence awards as one of the top 
publications in our state. Come join 
us. Send a resume, work samples and 
references to Storm Lake Pilot-Tri-
bune, P.O. Box 1187, Storm Lake, IA, 
50588, or email to kvanderwoude@
stormlakepilottribune.com. (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free in 

24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to 
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National 
Debt Relief 855-995-1557. (MCN)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE 
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax 
returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 855-211-8684 (MCN)

Struggling With Your Private Stu-
dent Loan Payment? New relief pro-
grams can reduce your payments. 
Learn your options. Good credit not 
necessary. Call the Helpline 855-238-
4594 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Eastern) 
(MCN)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: 2016 John Deere Com-

bine- Model S670, excellent condition, 
600 separator hours, well equipped. 
Located in Southern Minnesota. 507-
236-6538 (MCN)

Trailer Sale! Spare tire just $20.00 
with purchase of Any single axle 
Trailer. 6’X12� V-nose Ramp door car-
go $3,299.00; 7’X16� V-nose ramp 
door $5,199.00; CM 3 Horse Alumi-
num SlantClose-Out $12,399.00; Tow 
Dollies: TriState Carports, Barns & 
Garages Now Availble!  140 trailers 
In-Stock for prices & information goto:  
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com or 
515-972-4554. (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Stay in your home longer with an 

American Standard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-855-372-3080 or visit www.walkin-
tubquote.com/midwest (MCN)

Are you or a loved one suffer-
ing from Depression, Anxiety, PTSD, 
OCD, Bipolar Disorder, Addictions or 
other mental or behavioral disorders?  
Our inpatient treatment services can 
help you reclaim your life and get 
back on track.  We work with most 
PPO insurances.  Please call 319-900-
6879 (MCN)

Full Spectrum, CBD Rich Hemp 
Oil. Known to help reduce stress 
& anxiety, improve sleep, manage 
chronic pain. Lab Tested. USA Grown 
not Overseas. 100% Money Back 
Guarantee. Save Over 33% CALL 
NOW: 1-877-233-4232 (MCN)

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS**  Give your life a lift with 
an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now for 
$250 OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure!  1-877-358-
0034 (MCN)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
NOT just a discount plan, REAL cover-
age for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-973-
9175 for details. www.dental50plus.
com/midwest 6118-0219. (MCN)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-716-2411. (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  Page 

Publishing will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why wait?  
Call now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)

Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular & 
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 1-888-
981-5761. (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  

Receive maximum value of write off 
for your taxes.  Running or not!  All 
conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  
Call for details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES 
for uninsured and insured drivers.  Let 
us show you how much you can save!  
Call 855-648-7642. (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advisors help 
find solutions to your unique needs 
at no cost to you. Call 1-888-894-7038 
(MCN)

Unable to work? Denied benefits? 
We Can Help! Strong recent work 
history needed. Call to start your 

application or appeal today! 1-866-
276-3845 –Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503. (MCN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!  
Compare 20 A-rated insurances com-
panies.  Let us do the shopping & 
save you time & money.  Get a quote 
within minutes.  Average savings of 
$444/year!   Call 855-697-1892.  (M-F 
8am-8pm Central). (MCN)

PROTECT YOUR HOME AND FAM-
ILY with Vivint Smart Home. Call 844-
500-8711 today to receive a FREE $50 
GIFTCARD with your purchase. Use 
promo code: FREE50. (MCN)

PERSONALS
Meet singles right now! No paid 

operators, just real people like you. 
Browse greetings, exchange messages 
and connect live. Try it free. Call now: 
855-651-0114. (MCN)

Wanna flirt and have some fun? 
Livelinks is the best chatline for meet-
ing real singles who know how to 
have a good time! Call Livelinks and 
make a real connection. 866-910-1044 
(MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
SPRING TRAVEL SPECIAL! 7 Day 

/ 6 Night Orlando + Daytona Beach 
Vacation with Hertz Rental Car Includ-
ed.  Only $398.00. Call 844-277-5137 
to Reserve. 12 Months to use. (MCN)

WANT TO BUY
Buying and selling any gold and 

silver items, collector coins, dia-
monds, gold jewelry, silver dollars, 
rare currency. No collection too big. 
Kuehl’s Coins, Fairmont, Minnesota, 
507-235-3886, 507-399-9982, open 10 
a.m. – 6 p.m. (MCN)

Community Calendar
Is your event listed? Send 

your information to:  Newsleader 
Calendar, 1622 11th Ave. SE., St. 
Cloud, MN 56304., e-mail it to 
news@thenewsleaders.com. Most 
events are listed at no cost. Those 
events are typically free or of min-
imal charge for people to attend. 
Some events, which have paid ad-
vertising in the Newsleaders, are 
also listed in the calendar and may 
charge more.

 
Friday, Feb. 7

“Claire’s Camera,” 7 p.m., 
Alumae Hall, Haehn Campus 
Center, College of St. Benedict, 
film screening. Part of the Tour-
ness Film Festival. Free.

Saturday, Feb. 8
“Russian Fairytales,” 1-3 

p.m., Stearns History Museum, 
235 33rd Ave. S., St. Cloud. Part 
of the Exploring History and 
Culture in Central Minnesota 
– The Museum of Russian Art 
series. Free.

Sunday, Feb. 9
Project ASTRIDE Benefit 

Breakfast and Silent Auction, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Moose Family 
Center, 1300 Third St. N., Waite 
Park. Nominal fee for adults, 
and children 10 and under; 
children under 3 free.

Open gym, 9 a.m.-noon, St. 
Joseph Community Center, 124 
First Ave. SE. Nominal fee.

Snowstomp, noon-3 p.m., 
Wildwood County Park, 29709 
Kipper Road, St. Joseph. Help 
make snowshoe trails through 
the woods to kick off the maple 
syrup season.

Monday, Feb. 10
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 

1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. 
Joseph.

Fare for All, 3:30-5:30 p.m., 
Resurrection Lutheran Church, 
610 CR 2 N.

St. Joseph Planning Com-
mission, 6 p.m., Government 
Center, 75 Callaway St. E.

St. Joseph Township Board, 
8 p.m., second and last Mon-
days, Township Hall, 935 Col-
lege Ave. S., St. Joseph.

Tuesday, Feb. 11
Open gym, 6-9 p.m., St. 

Joseph Community Center, 124 
First Ave. SE. Nominal fee.

Holistic Moms Network, 
7-8:30 p.m., Good Earth Co-op, 
2010 Veterans Drive, St. Cloud. 
320-252-2489.

National Alliance on Men-
tal Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Cal-
vary Community Church, 1200 
Roosevelt Road, St. Cloud. The 
group helps parents raising a 
child with mental illness learn 
coping skills and develop prob-
lem-solving skills. 320-654-
1259.

Wednesday, Feb. 12
Breakfast Club, 9-10 a.m., 

Stearns History Museum, 235 
33rd Ave. S. Free for members, 
nominal fee for nonmembers. 
320-253-8424. 

St. Joseph Area Chamber 
of Commerce, 11:30 a.m., St. 
Joseph Government Center, 75 
Callaway St. E. stjosephcham-
ber.com.

2020 Census – Ensuring a 

Complete Count, sponsored by 
St. Cloud Area League of Wom-
en Voters, 1-2:30 p.m., Bremer 
Room, Great River Regional 
Public Library, 1300 St. Ger-
main St., St. Cloud.

Pickleball, 6-9 p.m., St. Jo-
seph Community Center, 124 
First Ave. SE. Nominal fee.

Y2K Lions Club, 6:30 p.m., 
St. Joseph Community Fire 
Hall, 323 Fourth Ave NE. Kay 
Lemke 320-363-8663.

Thursday, Feb. 13
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 

1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. 
Joseph.

St. Joseph Senior Citizens, 
1:30 p.m., St. Joseph Fire hall, 
323 Fourth Ave. NE.

Open gym, 6-9 p.m., St. 
Joseph Community Center, 124 
First Ave. SE. Nominal fee.

Saturday, Feb 15
St. Joseph Winter Market, 

9 a.m.-1 p.m., Resurrection Lu-
theran Church fellowship hall, 
610 CR 2.

Ice Fishing Contest, spon-
sored by St. Joseph Rod and 
Gun Club, noon-2:30 p.m., 
Kraemer Lake.

Sunday, Feb. 16
Best Omelette in Town, 8 

a.m.-noon, American Legion, 
17 Second Ave. N, Waite Park. 
Nominal fee includes hash 
browns, toast, coffee, juice and 
water.

Open gym, 9 a.m.-noon. 
p.m., St. Joseph Community 
Center, 124 First Ave. SE. Nom-
inal fee.

Monday, Feb. 17 
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 

1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. 
Joseph.

St. Cloud Area Parkinson’s 
Disease Support Group, 1-2:30 
p.m., Independent Lifestyles, 
215 Benton Drive N., Sauk Rap-
ids. 

St. Joseph Rod and Gun 
Club, 7 p.m., American Le-
gion, 101 W Minnesota St., St. 
Joseph.

Tuesday, Feb. 18
Memory Writers group de-

velops topics and turns in sto-
ries, 10 a.m., Stearns History 
Museum, 235 33rd Ave. S, St 
Cloud.

St. Joseph Economic Devel-
opment Authority, noon, Gov-
ernment Center, 75 Callaway 
St. E.

Dementia Friends informa-
tion session, 1-2 p.m., Sartell 
Community Center, 850 19th 
St. S., Sartell. Learn what de-
mentia is, what it’s like to 
live with the disease and to 
communicate with people who 
have dementia.

St. Joseph Lions Club, 7 
p.m., Millstream Park Pavilion 
101 Fifth Ave. NW., St Joseph. 
Joanne Bechtold, 320-363-4483.

St. Joseph City Council, 6 
p.m., Government Center, 75 
Callaway St. E.  

Open gym, 6-9 p.m., St. 
Joseph Community Center, 124 
First Ave. SE. Nominal fee.

St. Cloud Area Genealo-
gists, 7 p.m., Stearns History 
Museum, 235 33rd Ave. S., St. 

Cloud. stearns-museum.org. 

Wednesday, Feb. 19 
Advocates for Indepen-

dence, 2-4 p.m., Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 Benton Drive N., 
Sauk Rapids. 320-529-9000.

Pickleball, 6-9 p.m., St. Jo-
seph Community Center, 124 
First Ave. SE. Nominal fee.

Sixth District DFL can-
didate debate, doors open 6 
p.m., debate starts at 6:30 p.m., 
Monticello Community Center, 
505 Walnut St.

St. Cloud school board 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., District 
Administration Office, 1201 
Second St. S., Waite Park.

Thursday, Feb. 20
St. Joseph Food Shelf, open 

1-3 p.m., 124 First Ave. SE, St. 
Joseph.

Open gym, 6-9 p.m., St. 
Joseph Community Center, 124 
First Ave. SE. Nominal fee. 

Friday, Feb. 21
St. Cloud Singles Club 

Dance, 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m., 
American Legion, 17 Second 
Ave. S., Waite Park. 320-339-
4533. stcloudsingles.net.

Sunday, Feb. 23
Open gym, 9 a.m.- noon. 

p.m., St. Joseph Community 
Center, 124 First Ave. SE. Nom-
inal fee.

Joe Town Table, 11:30 a.m.-
1 p.m., American Legion, 101 
W. Minnesota St., St. Joseph. 
Every fourth Sunday of the 
month. centralmncw@gmail.
com.
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Open House 55+

3 new models from
$249,000 to $339,000

Saturday Feb. 15 & 22
10:30 a.m. -noon

118, 133 and 144 Colman Ct.
St. Joseph

collegevillebrokerage.com

jon@collegeville.biz • 320-363-7656 
24 College Ave. N, Suite 204, St. Joseph

contributed photo

Klecker honored for veterans profiles
Newsleaders publisher Janelle Von Pinnon (right) presented 
a $250 contribution to American Legion Post 328 of St. Joseph 
to honor Tom Klecker (left) who wrote a series of veterans 
profiles published each edition of 2019 during the post’s cen-
tennial year.

This is a copy of the 1986 Val-
entine card Jacob Rothstein 
signed “Love, Jacob” and gave 
to Stefanie Krebs.

Card
from page 7

winter afternoon. I enjoyed 
watching the sixth-graders 
take ownership and guide the 
younger students during the 
prayer service. And, watching 
the variety of talent during the 
talent show was a nice way to 
end the week."  

Various people commented 
about the week.

"Along with the rigorous 
academics at St. Joseph Cath-
olic School, the students still 
have time to have a lot of 
fun," said parent and staff 
member Sarah Mattson.

"I love the communi-
ty-building that happens 
through all the activities," 
said parent and staff member 
Janelle Loehlein.

"My favorite things about 
this week were the talent 
show, the Hawaiian-themed 
day, and the dance," said 
fifth-grader Amber Pankratz.

"I had crazy hair on Wacky 
Day," said preschooler Arie 
Geir. "I like(d) the hot cocoa 

and popcorn on White Out 
Day. We got to have a short 
nap on Spirit Day."

"I liked Hawaiian Cruise 
Day," said preschooler Kaydn 
Davidson. "I got to wear 
shorts and a T-shirt and eat 
on my towel. We got to wear 
our pajamas all day on Pajama 
Day."

"My favorite part of  Cath-
olic Schools week is Wacky 
Day," said sixth-grader Saima 
Velline. "It is so much fun to 
see everyone dressed all dif-
ferent and wacky."

"My favorite part was Ha-
waiian Cruise Day when we 
did the train with all of the 
little kids," said sixth-grader 
Grace Nicoll. "I also liked Pa-
jama Day. We get to bring a 
blanket and stuffed animal."

"My favorite part of Cath-
olic Schools Week was the 
sixth-grade vs. teachers vol-
leyball game," said sixth-grad-
er Aquiliana Wolf. "It was so 
much fun with all of the kids 
screaming/chanting."

"I love the activities es-
pecially the dance," said 
sixth-grader Cecelia Weldon.

contributed photo

St. Joseph Catholic School fourth-graders Leah Alvord (left) and Isabella Fleege celebrate Cath-
olic Schools Week.

Celebrate
from page 9

Got a comment?
Post it on our website at www.thenewsleaders.com.

and Jacob. But I love it.”
Jacob is an electrician for 

Stearns County. Stefanie is 
a founder and co-owner of 
Hike Hoppers, a hiking/ex-
ploring group of women.

“Jacob,” she said, “has an 
amazing ability to create – 
drawing, woodworking. He 

even carved a bunch of can-
dles for me years ago. And 
he is so funny, always keep-
ing me and the kids laugh-
ing doing whimsical things.”

Stefanie recalled the time 
they were dating, early on, 
when Jacob picked her up at 
home and drove her around 
one winter day after blind-
folding her for a surprise. In 
his yard, he took the blind-
fold off and she instantly be-
held a huge Valentine heart 

he’d “drawn” on the snow 
with colored water.

Her heart, of course, melt-
ed.

In many ways, Stefanie’s 
personality is so different 
from Jacob’s.

“I was always so, so se-
rious, working two jobs, al-
ways looking for a sense 
of direction and accomplish-
ment,” she said. “I was a 
bit rigid and very organized. 
He was always filled with 

humor and that whimsical 
creativity. But that is good 
because we balance each 
other nicely.”

The Rothstein family 
loves to travel and take hik-
ing trips.

In Hawaii in late January, 
the couple enjoyed sunrise 
hikes along steep volcanic 
forests and soaked up na-
ture’s beauty at every step.

“Life can be all about 
simplicity,” Stefanie said. 
“About being in the mo-
ment, opening up to what’s 
around you.”




