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SYHA Raffle:
$41,00 in prizes

Sartell Youth Hockey is now
conducting its annual Scheels raffle
with a grand prize of $1,499.99;
100 prizes in total; 1:20 odds. Win-
ners can choose the awarded fire-
arm, with proper credentials, or
a gift card for the awarded value.
The gift card is redeemable for any
merchandise in the St. Cloud store.
Tickets may be purchased at both
Blue Line Bar & Grill locations, the
Firing Line Indoor Range & Gun
Shop, during varsity hockey games
at Bernick’s Arena or from SYHA
members. For more information,
visit sartellhockeyraffle.com.

K of C breakfast set March 1

for Pregnancy Resource Center

Knights of Columbus Council
#7057 St. Joseph has scheduled a
monthly breakfast from 8:30 a.m.
to noon Sunday, March 1, at Heri-
tage Hall, Church of St. Joseph, 12
W. Minnesota St., St. Joseph. Pro-
ceeds will help purchase two new
ultrasound machines for the Preg-
nancy Resource Center. Come and
help us support this very worthy
cause while enjoying a homemade
breakfast of Pep’s pork sausage,
St. Joseph Meat Market sausage,
pancakes, hash browns, fruit, fresh
scrambled eggs, caramel and cin-
namon rolls, and beverages. Sun-
day Mass will be at 8 a.m. and
10 a.m.

Sartell weather

website now online

A website focusing on Sartell
weather has been launched by a
local weather enthusiast. Sartell
East Weather features up-to-the-
minute reports on current weather
conditions, live radar and satellite
imagery, forecasts, maps and other
information. The free site is oper-
ated as a hobby by Bill Turgeon
of Sartell, who owns a person-
al weather station and submits
weather data to several weather
networks in the United States and
abroad. The site’s online address is
www.sartelleastweather.com.

Sartell Summer Baseball

registration now open

The 2020 Summer Sartell Base-
ball Registration is open. Please go
to SartellBaseball.com to register.
Find more information by follow-
ing us on Facebook.

Sartell Swarm

seeks participants

The Sartell Swarm 2020 sum-
mer season Tregistration is open
now through March 15 (10U-18U)
and May 15 (8U and 10U). Fast-
pitch softball teams for girls ages
preK-18 will be formed by grade for
school year 2019-2020. For more
information or to register, visit sar-
tellfastpitch.com or contact Greg
Gack at greg@sartellfastpitch.com.

Splash pad approved for Watab Park

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Sartell’s Watab Park will boast
a state-of-the-art splash pad this
coming summer now the City
Council has approved a final
design and cost for the amenity.

The council voted to approve
a design by the Vortex compa-
ny, an international leader in
water-related projects for recre-
ation. The splash pad will cost
$173,500, slightly under a previ-
ously estimated cost of $175,000.

Vortex, headquartered in
Pointe-Claire, Quebec (Canada),
has created more than 8,000 wa-
ter-related amenities in 50 coun-
tries, including many varieties of
splash pads.

The size of the figure-8-
shaped pad will be 2,204 square
feet. The water spray functions
will cover about half that area,
with the rest of the pad being
splash-free but with other dry
play functions featured.

Scouts tie

by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

It may be cookie season, but
Sartell's Girl Scout Troop 123
is more focused on blankets
and Beanie Babies than Peanut
Butter Patties.

The girls are making fleece
blankets and collecting Beanie
Babies to send along with a Sar-
tell area medical team headed
to Guatemala next month.

On a recent Thursday night,
the girls gathered around a ta-
ble at the Community Center,
carefully cutting the material
for fleece blankets. The goal:
25 blankets to be used to com-
fort adults and children after
surgery or other medical proce-
dures. The troop is buying 25

Blankets ¢ page 2

Artist’s conception courtesy of Vortex
The splash pad approved for Watab Park in Sartell will look
similar to this Vortex artist’s conception.

At the splash pad, water will
spew, mist or flow from many
whimsical cartoon-like struc-
tures. For examples, some of
Vortex splash pads feature struc-
tures such as a fish, a sailboat,
a foaming geyser, a sea serpent
and water bug.

The pad is designed for peo-
ple of all ages to enjoy, including

blankes for medical

ﬂ

people who are physically chal-
lenged. With water conservation
in mind, its water is recirculated
via a purification system.
Construction of the pad will
be done this spring. It will take
the place of a wading pool
that had provided water fun to
children for several decades in
Watab Park. That pool and its

pool house were recently demol-
ished because they had become
too expensive to maintain. A
new poolhouse will be built in
conjunction with the splash pad,
just two of the new features and
improvements in the ambitious
Watab Park renewal project. Oth-
er amenities will include resur-
facing of the tennis courts and a
playground.

The costs will be borne by a
grant of $141,000 from the Min-
nesota Department of Natural
Resources, as well as money
from the Sartell Parks Fund and
some revenue from the city’s
share of the regional half-cent
sales tax.

The council’s next item for
action on the Watab Park renew-
al project is to consider price
quotes at a future council meet-
ing. The city will also maintain
a budgeted amount for finishing
touches at the park, such as side-
walk connections, for example.

.

team trip

photo by Carolyn Bertsch
Girl Scout members work together to make blankets Feb. 6 at the Sartell Community Center.
They are (left to right) Mallory Thueringer, 11, of Rice; Jenna Navratil, 11, of Sartell; Janel
Bitzan, of Sartell; Ruby Carlson, 11, of Rice and Kelsey Kinville, 14, of Sartell. Bitzan is one of
the troop leaders.

Voting options for presidential primary

by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

Voters don’t have to wait un-
til March 3 to vote in this year’s
March 3 Presidential Nomina-
tion Primary. Stearns County
and area cities have set up op-
tions for direct voting.

In Sartell, direct voting will
take place at City Hall, 125
Pinecone Road N. The days and
hours are:

7 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Feb. 25-28;

10 a.m.-3 p.m. Feb. 29; and
7 a.m.-4:30 p.m. March 2.

Stearns County has two lo-
cations for in-person absentee
voting:

Stearns County Administration
Center

Auditor Office, Room 148

705 Courthouse Square

St. Cloud

8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Stearns County Service Center
License Center West

3301 CR 138

Waite Park

8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

Voters may apply for an ab-
sentee ballot online at mn.votes.
org and a ballot will be mailed.

To have an absentee ballot
mailed to you or return a Presi-
dential Primary Absentee Appli-
cation by mail, fax or email to:
Stearns County Service Center
Attn: Elections

INSERT: City of St. Stephen ® www.thenewsleaders.com

3301 County Road 138
Waite Park MN 56387
Phone: 320-656-3920
Fax: 320-203-6960

Email: elections@co.stearns.
mn.us

To find your election day
polling place, go to https://poll-
finder.sos.state.mn.us/

The presidential primary is
new this year. In the past, the
political parties selected pres-
idential candidates at precinct

Voting ® page 2
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Drive Carefully!

n - BuBN

School is in Session

" NOW HIRING TRUCK DRIVERS! |

Manion’s Wholesale is hiring truck drivers.
We deliver building materials to Minnesota,
North Dakota, South Dakota and lowa.
Home daily with an occasional overnight
as needed. Hourly pay depending on experience.

Call Justin with questions at 320-266-8615
or apply in person at:

Manion’s Wholesale
7705 305th St. -

St. Cloud |_f!

\

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.
Global Transportation Serv e
St. 0 seph * 320-363-6999
www.brennytransportation.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR

Auto Body 2000
(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Joseph « 320-363-1116

Call the Sartell-St. Stephen Newsleaders at 320-363-7741
if you would like to be in the business directory.

KRAMER FINANCIAL
INVESTING WITH A PLAN

James Kramer III Recognized
as one of LPL Financial’s Top Financial Advisors

James Kramer lll, an independent LPL financial advisor at Kramer
Financial in St. Cloud, was recently recognized for his inclusion in the
LPL Patriot’s Club. This elite award is presented to less than 9% of the
firm’s more than 16,000 financial advisors nationwide.

“I’m proud to congratulate James on behalf of LPL,” said Andy
Kalbaugh, LPL managing director and divisional president, National
Sales and Consulting. “We applaud his dedication to making
meaningful impacts in the lives of his clients every day. We’re honored
to support advisors like him and wish him continued success.”

Kramer is based in St. Cloud and provides a full range of financial
services, including retirement and financial planning, individual money
management, individual stock and bonds, annuities and more.

Kramer is affiliated with LPL Financial, the nation’s largest independent
broker-dealer and a leader in the retail financial advice market. LPL
provides the resources, tools and technology that support advisors in
their work to enrich their clients’ financial lives.

James Kramer III, MBA, CFP®

1260 32nd Avenue North
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 253-8256 * kramerfinancial.org

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Blankets

from front page

more blankets to donate.
Blankets for younger pa-
tients are decorated with mon-
keys, puppies and unicorns
while adults will receive more
age-appropriate patterns.
“I like that we get to help
people,” Ruby Carlson, 11, said.
Mallory Thueringer, says
making a blanket takes her
about half an hour. “I take a lot
of breaks,” the 11-year-old said.
Ruby’s older sister, Ava,

would like to join the team
and see the treatments, which
include burns and clef palates.
The girls’ grandmother told
them about the trip after she
saw a presentation at church.

“I’m adopted from Guatema-
la, so it’s neat to do something
to help people from Guatema-
la,” Ava said.

The Beanie Babies are being
collected in a box in the Com-
munity Center lobby and dona-
tions are appreciated. The troop
hopes to collect 100.

“After kids get surgery, they
need something to snuggle
or hug. Something to distract

them when they are going in,”
Ava said.

The girls are also buying col-
oring books and Crayons and
assembling them to give to
children while they are waiting
for their parents to be treated.

The other troop members
are Kelsey Kinville and Jenna
Navratil. The girls are students
at Sartell High School and Sar-
tell Middle School.

Cookies are still on the
troop's agenda. They have a se-
ries of sales planned, including
Feb. 23, March 8 and 15 from
1-8 p.m. at Parkwood Cinema
in Waite Park

Voting

from front page

caucuses. Voters will find some
new procedures when they vote.

When the voter checks in at
the polling place, an election
official will ask for a party pref-
erence. Voters must select either
the Democratic-Farmer-Labor

Party or the Republican Party.
The two other major parties, the
Grassroots-Legalize Cannabis
Party and the Legal Marijuana
Now Party, are not participating

#* Estates and Trusts

whww.cdsopascom

in the primary.

The political parties provided
the list of candidates. Of the 15
candidates listed on the DFL
ballot, seven have dropped out
since the list was submitted.
Only Donald Trump’s name ap-
pears on the Republican ballot.

A voter’s choice of party
ballot will be recorded and is
private data. However, a list
of who voted in a presidential
nomination primary and the po-
litical party each voter selected
will be provided to the chair of
each major political party. How
a voter voted on the ballot will

OUR CORE
VALUES

At CDS, taking care of clients is our number one pronty. Meaningful core values guide our
actions everyday as we deliver quality senvices at a level that exceeds your expectations,

Call us today at (320) 252-T545 to visit with one of cur Sartell accounting and tax experts.

SERVICES

* Accounting * Forensic Accounting
* Auditing » Payroll

» Business Valuations  * QuickBooks

» Consulting » Tax

LOCATIONS Sartell | Willmar | Benson | Moms | Litchfield

be secret.

Precinct caucuses will still
take place on Feb. 25, one week
before the primary. While not
selecting presidential candi-
dates, caucus participants will
vote on party policies and en-
dorse candidates for state offices
and U.S. Senate.

The Minnesota Secretary of
State has an online precinct
caucus finder at https://caucus-
finder.sos.state.mn.us/

The primary election to nar-
row the field for other local and
state offices is Aug. 11 and the
general election is Nov. 3.

CDS

CPAS E ADVISORS

Sartell-5¢. Seephen * 5t. Joseph
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If you have a tip concerning a crime,
call the Sartell Police Department at
320-251-8186 or Tii-County Crime
Stoppers at 320-255-1301, or access its
tip site at tricountycrimestoppers.org.
Crime Stoppers offers rewards up to
$1,000 for information leading to the
arrest and conviction of those respon-
sible for a crime.

Feb. 4
12:20 a.m. Traffic stop. Victory Av-
enue. An officer witnessed a driver
fail to stop at a stop sign. The officer
made contact with the driver. The
driver was given a verbal warning.

Feb. 5

5:30 p.m. Suspicious vehicle. Center-
ville Road. A complainant called 911
regarding a suspicious vehicle follow-
ing a mail carrier that could potential-
ly be stealing packages. No license
plate was given. The officer followed
up with the complainant but without
a license plate there was nothing they
could do because no crime had been
committed.

Feb. 6
7:45 p.m. Community policing. Pine-
cone Road N. An officer went to a
Sartell basketball game to engage
with the community.

Feb. 7
7:30 p.m. CO Alarm. Seventh Street
N. Police and fire were dispatched to
a carbon monoxide alarm. The com-
plainant was not ill. Police and fire
assisted in turning the alarms off and

Blotter

contacted Xcel.

Feb. 8

8:30 a.m. Fraud. CR 120. A person re-
ported the attempted use of their sto-
len credit card at a business. Officers
got surveillance video that showed a
suspect attempting to use the card.
Officers worked with the business to
track down the individual.

Feb. 9
6:30 p.m. Traffic stop. Second Avenue
S. and Eighth Avenue S. An officer
stopped a vehicle for loud exhaust
and a suspended object. The officer
gave the driver a verbal warning for
the two infractions.

Feb. 10

8:15 a.m. Collision. CR 120. An officer
was dispatched to a two-vehicle colli-
sion. The officer noticed no injuries of
the parties involved. One vehicle was
towed and the other was drivable.
The officer assisted in the exchange
of both parties’ information.

Feb. 11

9 a.m. Welfare check. Riverside Ave-
nue S. An officer was dispatched to
a residence after a probation officer
requested a welfare check on an indi-
vidual who could potentially be using
controlled substances. The officer saw
no signs of activity and was unable to
make contact with the individual.

Feb. 12
5:30 a.m. Traffic stop. Hwy. 15 and CR
120. An officer witnessed a car travel-

o

ce your Da
with

Studio B.

Located across from Sartell Middle School
« 101 7th St. N. Suite #1

Jazz » Tap * Ballet * Hip-Hop
Combination dance « Just for fun

Fitness « Competition teams
Ages 3 years old to adult

Call Catie: 320-761-6062
Email: catie. bunde@gmail.com
Website: www.studiobmoved.com

H
o

ing at a high rate of speed through the
diverging diamond. The officer gave
the driver a verbal warning.

Feb. 14

8:15 a.m. Protection order violation.
Seventh Street N. An officer met with
an individual who had proof of their
ex-significant other violating the Do-
mestic Assault No Contact Order and
the Order for Protection they have in
place. Officers put out an attempt to
locate notice on the man.

Feb. 15

11:30 p.m. Intoxicated disorderly per-
son. Clubhouse Road. Officers were
dispatched to a drunken disorderly
person at a business. The manager
was shoved to the ground and hit
their head. The suspect was arrested
and transported to Stearns County
Jail without incident. The suspect
was booked and released for fifth-de-
gree assault.

Feb. 16
11 a.m. Foot patrol. Pinecone Road S.
An officer conducted foot patrol at the
new Sartell police department build-
ing. No issues noted.

Feb. 17

2 p.m. Found property. Fourth Ave-
nue N. A complainant called to report
a bag that was left near their drive-
way. Complainant requested an offi-
cer pick up the property. The bag was
placed in the found property room at
police department.

CARLSON
CROSSING

TOWNHOMES

We are accepting applications
for two-bedroom and three-
bedroom townhomes in St.

Joseph, a multi-family
development with close
amenities and entertainment,
nestled in a quiet residential area.
Rent based on income.

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
320-557-0195 or email
ccrossing@brutgerequities.com

Professionally managed by

% BRUTGER

REIMBURSED STIPEND VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota is looking for
volunteers, 55+ to serve in our LSS Companion Program.
Our volunteers receive a stipend, mileage reimbursment
and other benefits.

Contact Janel Heinen at 320.241.5173 or email
Janel.Heinen@lssmn.org

. Con Uikt
www.Issmn.org | Janel.heinen@Issmn.org v £eclal Sarvice
K

St. Stephen
_ Optical

(formerly Index 53)

Larry Rudolph, Optician

306 Main St. E.
St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380 Office
320-252-6924 Home

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday

~IBEE LINE

Wew Line Service Conter, fnc.

Auto, Truck, RV & Trailer Repair
320-363-1433

8805 Ridgewood Court, St. Joseph
beelineservice.com

lessons
Repairs

320-21-3152 - 708 Eln St. E. Suite 103, St. Joseph. - barrettsmusic.com li @

Income guidelines apply. '_ﬁ,,:!'

&i=- 4

KRAEMER TRUCKING & EXCAVATING INC.

COLD SFRING, W

NOW HIRING

O CDL DRIVERS (home daily) ¢

0 Equipment Operators ¢

¢ Crushing Crew ¢
0 Laborers ¢

APPLY IN PERSON, ONLINE,
OR CALL 320-685-3024

GREAT BENEFITS INCLUDE

401K, 100% Paid Health Insurance,
Paid Holidays & Vacations

www.kraemer-inc.com

ACCURATE HEARING
SERVICES

“Life is better with Accurate Hearing.”

* Free Hearing Screenings * Hearing Aid Sales & Service

* Clean & Check All Hearing Aid Brands

320-258-4494 or 1-888-407-4327
161 19th St. S. « Ste. 111 « Sartell
www.accuratehearingservices.com

Weekly Lenten Fish hy h

Feb. 28, March 6, 13, 20 & 27 and April 3

Fish fry serving:

i 5-7:30 p.m.
fish Adults: $9
« Baked potato 12 & under: $5 * Under 4: free
- Oty Takeouts available, please order ahead call C"TF 4
» Baked beans 320-393-3560. (Between 4:30-7 p.m.). -

* Dinner rolls

\ * Coffee & milk

Immaculate Conception Church -
145 Second Ave. NE ¢ Rice * 320-393-2725

CATHOLIC UNITED FINANCIAL MATCHING GRANT

FIS H Fn lll Friday, March 6
Enjoy fried fish, 4-7 p.m.
potato S cnpu ot St. Francis Xavier Parish
and homemade desserts 219 Second St. N. ~ Sartell

Adults $10 ~ Children 4-12 $6
Under 3 Free ~ Pre-sale tickets $1 less

Tickets
sold at
the door

Proceeds support the youth of SFX,
plus Catholic United Financial

Fastion ot iy
will provide matching funds up to $1,000. Finanmcial s

@ PARAMOUNT
GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

JIGJAM

“The best Irish group in Bluegrass”

Fri, Mar 6 * 7:30PM

Sponsored by: "'ETGQE'I

Youth Chorale of Central MN presents

CENTRAL MINNESOTA
IDOL: YCCM ANNUAL
FUNDRAISER

Sat, Mar 7 * 7:30PM

FOR THE BEST TICKET PRICING, VISIT OUR OFFICIAL WEBSITE!

320.259.5463 | PARAMOUNTARTS.ORG
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GOT A COMMENT?

Post it on our website at www.thenewsleaders.com.
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55+ Senior Housing Community & =i
Find your new home here! - T
Independent Living « Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Secure Community « Maintenance Free -
= Enjoy Friendship and Social Activities Y " - B
320-258-3094 :

6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

realifecoopmuellergardens.org 1El

Alan F Schneider DDS

SchneiderOrtho.com
(320)251-0455 (B55)251-0455

+ (i sors (e ahfiines ool oo
Zepi s Rt M T

Ayirpepirnsy amTeidy U=y

325 19th 5t. 5., #102 - Sartedl (Naar s

STCLOUD
ORTHOPEDICS

better

Orthopedic care is about more than bones,

muscles, and joints. It's about improving your
quality of life. We're here to help patients
work toward their goals with today’s best
treatment options, like non-operative therapy,
regenerative medicine, and robotic-assisted
surgical technology. Let’s work together to
help you move with comfort once again.

LOCATIONS

1901 Connecticut Ave S.
Sartell, MN 56377

13))2gaAIT#

3315 Roosevelt Rd.
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320.259.4100
StCloudOrthopedics.com

contributed photo

Receiving the food safety award are Shelby Rachel, assistant
Food Service director; Middle School Head Cook Janice Sweet-
er; and Jayme Steinbach, director of Food Service for the Sar-

tell-St. Stephen school district.

Sartell Middle School was
one of two establishments se-
lected by Stearns County’s Envi-
ronmental Services Department
that have consistently demon-
strated outstanding achievement
in food safety. Nominees are
submitted for consideration by
the assigned health inspector,
with review of past and present
health reports and testimony of
their findings at each inspection.

Rachel Schatz of Sartell has
been named to the fall semester
dean’s list at Luther College,
Decorah, Iowa. To be named to
the dean’s list, a student must
earn a grade-point average of
3.5 or higher. She is a sopho-
more.

Megan Mechelke of Sartell,
has been named to the dean’s

list for fall semester at the
University of Iowa, Iowa City.
Mechelke’s major is English and
creative writing. Students on
the dean’s list maintain a grade-
point average of 3.50 or higher.

Thomas Connolly of Sartell
was named to the fall semester
dean’s list at Gonzaga Universi-
ty, Spokane, Washington. Stu-
dents must earn a 3.5 to 3.84
grade-point average to be listed.

Four Sartell students earned
bachelor’s degrees in nursing
from Western Governors Uni-
versity, Salt Lake City, Utah. The
students are Amanda Tillman,
Jessica Schmitt, Jessica Ham-
let and Peter Barrett.

Ashley Gertken of Sartell
graduated with a master’s in ed-
ucation Dec. 14 from the College
of St. Scholastica.

Four Sartell students were
named to the first semester
dean’s honors list at Concor-
dia College, Moorhead. The
students are Maiah Cameron,
Amanda Flemming, Miranda
Garman and Hannah Kosloski.
To qualify, students must carry a
minimum of 12 semester credits
and have a grade-point average
of at least a 3.7 on a 4.0 scale.

107 7th St. N, Sartell

320-774-3200 * info@pickitfence.com
Find us on Facehook, Instagram, and Pinterest!

T |

Open House 55+

Saturday, Feb. 22
10:30 a.m.-noon
118 Colman Court

3 New Patio Homes
from $229,000 to $339,000

COLLEGEVILLE

— BROKERANGE =

collegevillebrokerage.com

jon@collegeville.biz ¢ 320-363-7656
24 College Ave. N, Suite 204, St. Joseph

Mill Stream Village

TR T

St. Joseph

e

&
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When it comes
to building and
managing your
budget, there are
some basic steps to
make sure you’re
setting yourself up
for success.

Whether you decide to
tackle budgetinig on your own
or with a trusted profession-
al, the keys to healthy life
finances come down to two
fundamentals: Earning and
spending.

Sound simple? With factors
like pop-up expenses, changes
in employment and the rising
costs of daily living, it can
sometimes feel anything but.

It’s easy to count on tax
refunds and bonus checks for
big discretionary purchases,
but solid planning and disci-
pline would help put more of
that money away for a rainy
day. Read on for ways to
improve your budgeting hab-
its today so you can enjoy your
tomorrow.

MAKE STRATEGIC CUTS

A budget is only as good as
it's execution. Add up your
monthly cash flow and
expenses. You need to make
sure you're spending less than
you're earning. If you're not,
you need to make some
adjustments in your lifestyle,
and fast.

Eating out, coffee runs or
entertainment costs are
referred to as discretionary,

FINANCE GUIDE | SMART PLANNING

ick to a Budget

and these are the best places
to start when trying to get
your budget back under con-
trol. Then, look to your house-
hold bills and see if you can
save on utilities, or adjust
plans for things like cell
phones and the Internet.

Saving up for a big pur-
chase? Set reasonable spend-
ing and saving goals. You'll be
surprised at the impact a few
cuts here and there can have
on your overall financial
well-being. If you're tempted
to overspend, think how nice

it will be to pay for that vaca-
tion, new vehicle, new home,
or whatever your purchase is.

STAY CONSISTENT
It’s OK to review and revise
your budget, as long as you're
sticking to the goals you set in

© ADOBE STOCK

the beginning. Continue track-
ing your expenses on an ongo-
ing basis to make sure you're
keeping spending under con-
trol. Talk to your local bank
about apps or other financial
management tools they have
that can keep you on track.

Save for fomorrow.
Earn more today.

With a Stearns Bank BusinessSmart™ market savings account, your goals
are well within reach. Your business’s financial future is at your fingertips, but

we are right by your side.

Whatever your reason fo save, let’s do it together.

1.00% APY’

on balances up to $99,999.99

1.76% APY

on balances of $100,000.00 or more

Visit StearnsBank.com
or call 320-253-6607
to start saving tfoday.

22 SRR

Follow us FIEIME | StearnsBank.com e =

LENDER

*APY is annual percentage yield. Rates are accurate as of 02/03/2020 and subject to change at any time. Fees may reduce earnings.
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Our View

Presidential primary
comes with some
election surprises

Minnesota’s March 3 Presidential Nomi-
nation Primary will be a new experience for
the state’s voters with rules and procedures
unlike other elections.

The presidential primary essentially re-
places a portion of the political parties’
precinct caucuses, where among other de-
cisions, participants selected presidential
candidates. Caucuses will still take place on
Feb. 25, one week before the primary, so the
parties can conduct other business includ-
ing taking stands on issues and endorsing
legislative and U.S. Senate candidates. Local
and state nominating conventions will still
take place to conduct party business.

To be prepared for a smoother prima-
ry election day, voters should understand
what’s new and different from other elec-
tions.

Although the primary will be run by state
and local election officials, its essential
function is to choose a party’s presidential
candidate.

Unlike many states, Minnesotans don’t
declare a party when registering to vote. To
vote in the new presidential primary, voters
have to declare a party. After arriving at the
polling place and checking in, voters will
be asked to select a political party because
there’s a separate ballot for each party. Only
the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party and the
Republican Party have submitted candi-
dates. Two other major parties, the Grass-
roots-Legalize Cannabis Party and the Legal
Marijuana Now Party will not be participat-
ing. If a voter refuses to select a party, they
will not be able to vote in the Presidential
Nomination Primary.

A voter’s choice of party ballot will be
recorded and is private data. However, a list
of who voted in a Presidential Nomination
Primary and the political party each voter
selected will be provided to the chair of
each major political party. How a voter vot-
ed on the ballot will be secret.

Before voters are handed a ballot, they
also must sign an oath saying they are el-
igible to vote and affirming their identity.
That’s the standard oath, but for the pri-
mary, there’s an additional sentence. Voters
will be required to swear they support the
policies and positions of the party they’ve
selected. Violation of the oath could result
in a fine up to $10,000, up to five years in
jail or both.

The political parties provided the secre-
tary of state with a list of candidates. Seven
of the 15 candidates on the DFL ballot have
dropped out since the party turned in its list
on Dec. 17. Minnesota is one of 12 states
where Donald Trump blocked challengers’
names from the Republican ballot, so So-
viet-style, Republicans will have only one
choice.

If you are not registered, you can register
at the polling place.

The presidential primary results must
bind the election of delegates in each party.

Minnesota will conduct the usual primary
election to narrow the field for offices such
as state legislator. That primary will be Aug.
11. The general election is Nov. 3.

When you head to the polls on March 3,
or before for direct or absentee voting, be
prepared for these changes and be ready to
cast your vote.

Opinion

No stars in dreary government buildings

The third-graders lay flat on the
floor, looking up at the dome, 160 feet
above.

What did they see, the tour guide
asked?

“Stars” the children said as they ex-
amined the inner dome of the Michi-
gan State Capitol in Lansing. The star-
filled dome represents the vastness
of the universe, encouraging us all to
“reach for our stars,” the guide sug-
gested

Historically, architects designed
government buildings to be inspira-
tional and aspirational - to capture a
country’s legacy and ideals.

Michigan’s leaders decided in the
1990s to restore the state’s 140-year-
old Capitol to its original glory, much
like the project Minnesota completed
in St. Paul three years ago. Stearns
County’s leaders took a similar path
when they decided to restore, rather
than remodel or tear down, the gold-
domed courthouse built in 1921. Mich-
igan’s project reversed years of unfor-
tunate alterations and aging.

My spouse and I toured Michi-
gan’s Capitol while visiting one of our
daughters, who is working on a doc-
torate at Michigan State. We joined an
already scheduled tour of third-grad-
ers from Ann Arbor. With them, we
learned about the history and art that
creates an inspiring setting for the
state’s political leaders.

While on the tour, I recalled that
Donald Trump is considering an ex-
ecutive order that would overhaul

Mike
Knaak
Editor

the guidelines for federal buildings to
discourage modern design and ensure
that classical architectural style, in-
spired by Greek and Roman construc-
tion, be the preferred style for future
federal buildings.

[ disagree with just about every
Trump policy, but this time he’s got it
right. Trump’s one true talent is brand-
ing.

Visitors to Washington, D.C., are fa-
miliar with the White House, Capitol
and perhaps the Supreme Court and
Library of Congress. These are grand,
beautiful buildings. In the federal tri-
angle bounded by Pennsylvania and
Constitution avenues, visitors find
more classic buildings housing Trea-
sury, Justice, Commerce and other fed-
eral departments and agencies. From
the mid 1880s to the early 20th cen-
tury, the U.S. government managed to
design and erect these buildings de-
spite the Civil War, World War I and
the Great Depression.

Walking a few blocks south, beyond
the Smithsonian museums and across
the mall, a visitor finds a totally differ-
ent world.

Instead of pillars, art and statues,
massive concrete boxes house govern-
ment agencies. Erected in the 1960s

and 1970s to house newer or expand-
ing federal agencies, the boring boxes
are home to the departments of Ener-
gy, Education, and Health and Human
Services. Perhaps if these buildings
were not so oppressive and dreary,
those agencies would produce more
innovative policies.

When the story about Trump’s draft
executive order appeared, “Making
Federal Buildings Beautiful Again”
(yes that’s really the title), critics
pushed back, complaining it would
stifle innovation and architectural ex-
perimentation. Perhaps, but Trump’s
plan may also derail more ugly square
boxes.

The principles that guide the design
of federal buildings, written by future
senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan in
1962 when he was serving in President
John F. Kennedy’s administration,
mandate architecture that gives visual
testimony to “the dignity, enterprise,
vigor and stability of the American
government.” Moynihan emphasized
that “an official style must be avoided.
Design must flow from the architectur-
al profession to the government and
not vice versa.”

I’d prefer that future designs focus
on the first part of that policy - digni-
ty, enterprise, vigor and stability.

When  future generations  of
third-graders tour our government
buildings they will still be inspired to
reach for the stars.

Primary endangers voter privacy, participation

With the New Hampshire primary
and the Iowa caucuses finally count-
ed, the 2020 presidential primary sea-
son is in full swing. The Democratic
front-runners look to be Vermont Sen.
Bernie Sanders and former South Bend
Mayor Pete Buttigieg. Following close-
ly behind is our state’s own Sen. Amy
Klobuchar. Elizabeth Warren and Joe
Biden trail farther behind.

Donald Trump, with no major Re-
publican opposition, is all but assured
to be the GOP nominee. Minnesota is
set to make its choice in these races on
March 3, when we hold our presiden-
tial primary.

This is different than the previous
years where we have had caucuses.
However, the way the primary will be
run this year is dangerous for voter
privacy.

First off, many people may wonder,
what is the difference between a pri-
mary and a caucus? The easy expla-
nation is in a caucus, those wishing
to express their preference for a candi-
date must go to the event, sit in a room
and then have their vote counted after
some debate.

A primary is essentially like a reg-
ular election. Voters go into a poll-
ing place, cast their ballot and then
go home. After the 2016 Minnesota
caucuses experienced high turnout,
resulting in confusion and delays,
Minnesota decided to switch over to a
primary for 2020.

While this sounds like a more effi-
cient improvement, there is a crucial

Connor
Kockler

Guest Writer

issue with how the primary will be
conducted. Unlike a regular election,
where once you sign the electoral
register the election judge hands you
a ballot, instead you will have to ask
for the ballot of the political party you
want to vote for.

Exchanging this information in pub-
lic is highly concerning for the privacy
of a voter.

Even more concerning, once the pri-
mary is over and all of the ballots for
each party are distributed, a list of the
names of each person requesting the
ballot of that particular political par-
ty will be sent to that respective par-
ty chair. This information then would
have no limitation for what it could be
used for and who it could be shared
with.

This is an alarming prospect. Not
everyone wants others to know which
party they support. This is especially
bad for people who desire to maintain
an image of impartiality, like judges,
educators and journalists. For some-
one who doesn’t want this informa-
tion out in public, they might just even
refuse to participate in the primary all
together.

Voters should not have to choose
between participating in our democra-

cy and choosing to protect the privacy
of their voting affiliation.

The whole point of having a secret
ballot in elections is that people can
make the choice they want without
fear of repercussions from their family,
friends and co-workers.

This primary process takes away
that protection, essentially setting the
stage for Minnesota to become a party
registration state if the collected infor-
mation leaks out. This would be a ter-
rible outcome. Being able to look up
the party affiliation of people would
only make our politics more polarized
in an already divided time.

[ appreciate the efforts being made
at the time of writing by Minnesota
Secretary of State Steve Simon and
some state legislators to change the
primary structure to allow for voters
to request their information be kept
private. The state legislature and Gov.
Walz should move to pass these re-
forms quickly so they are ready in time
for March 3.

Democracy and voting are supposed
to be about allowing Minnesotans the
ability to make choices about who is
on their ballot without fear of their
choices being exposed.

In the spirit of maintaining the spirit
of free and fair elections, the Minne-
sota primary process should be imme-
diately changed to stop the collection
and sharing of voter data.

If left unchanged, it could deal a
critical blow to Minnesota voters’ par-
ticipation in our elections.
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Public meeting to explore Sartell Watershed strategies

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

People living in Sartell and
the Sartell Watershed area are
encouraged to attend a public
input meeting from 4-7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 27, at the Sartell
Community Center.

The name of the meeting,
which is sponsored by the Min-
nesota Pollution Control Agen-
cy is Watershed Restoration and
Protection Strategy.

The Sartell Watershed, which
is part of the Upper Mississippi
River Basin, is within parts of
these counties: Stearns, Ben-

ton, Morrison, Todd and Crow
Wing. Some of the bigger cities
in that area include Sartell, St.
Stephen, Avon, Albany, Rice,
Royalton, Holdingford, Little
Falls and Pierz. The waterways
of the watershed include Platte
Lake, Platte River, Skunk River,
Little Rock Creek, Little Rock
Lake, Bunker Hill Creek, Watab
River, Spunk Creek, Two Rivers
Lake, Little Two River and, of
course, the Mississippi River.
All of those waterways are in-
terconnected one way or an-
other.

The MPCA wants input from
residents of the watershed and

Is your event listed? Send
your information to: Newsleader
Calendar, 1622 11th Ave. SE., St.
Cloud, MN 56304, or e-mail it to
news@thenewsleaders.com. Most
events are listed at no cost. Those
events are typically free or of min-
imal charge for people to attend.
Some events, which have paid ad-
vertising in the Newsleaders, are
also listed in the calendar and may
charge more.

Friday, Feb. 21
Benton County Museum, 10

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N.,
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mn-
bentonhistory.org.

St. Cloud Singles Club
Dance, 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m.,
American Legion, 17 Second
Ave. S., Waite Park. 320-339-
4533. stcloudsingles.net.

Monday, Feb. 24
Benton County Museum, 10
a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N.,
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mn-
bentonhistory.org.
Sartell City Council, 6 p.m.,

City Hall, 125 Pinecone Road N.
Sartell-St. Stephen school

board, 6:30 p.m., District Ser-

vice Center, 212 Third Ave. N.

Tuesday, 25
National Alliance on Men-

tal Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Calvary
Community Church, 1200 Roos-
evelt Road, St. Cloud. The group
helps parents raising a child
with mental illness learn coping
skills and develop problem-solv-
ing skills. 320-654-1259.

Le Sauk Township Board, 7
p.m., Township Hall, 220 Fourth
Ave. S., Sartell.

Thursday Feb. 27

Coffee and Conversation, a
senior discussion group, 9 a.m.,
Sartell Community Center, 850
19th St. S. Speaker: Tom Ting-
blad, How to Identify Birds by
Sight and Sound and How to
Attract Birds to your Feeding
Station.

Blood Drive, 1-7 p.m., Avon
Community Church, 204 Avon
Ave. N. Visit www.redcross-
blood.org or call 320-248-3375

would like them to become
aware of the problems and con-
cerns about the watershed. The
report to be presented at the
public meeting will summarize
watershed conditions, identify
water-quality concerns, priori-
tize resource and establish key
restoration and protection strat-
egies for the area. The MPCA
will also prepare a report of cit-
izen concerns and suggestions
offered at the public meeting.
Some of the major threats to
the watershed include loss of
shoreline buffers because of de-
velopments; large amounts of
phosphorus, sediment and bac-

Community Calendar

to schedule an appointment.

Mississippi River - Sartell
Watershed Restoration and
Protection Strategy, 4-7 p.m.,
Sartell Community Center, 850
19th St. S., Sartell. Share con-
cerns about watershed condi-
tions and water quality with
the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency.

Friday, Feb. 28
Benton County Museum, 10

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N.,
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mn-
bentonhistory.org.

Fish fry, 5-7:30 p.m., Immac-
ulate Conception Church, 145
Second Ave. NE., Rice.

Monday, March 2

Benton County Museum, 10
a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N.,
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mn-
bentonhistory.org.

Sartell Lions Club, 6:30 p.m.,
upstairs of Blue Line Sports Bar
and Grill, 1101 Second St. S.,
Sartell. 320-267-2591.

teria to surface waters; contam-
ination by unwanted nutrients,
including from stormwater run-
off and loss of biodiversity due
to competition from invasive
species.

Just last year, a major draw-
down project was completed at
Little Rock Lake near Rice and
the stretch of the Mississippi
north of Sartell. Those water-
ways are connected, and the
build-up of unwanted nutrients
in the lake, mainly phosphorus,
threatened the health of both
the lake and that part of the
river.

According to the MPCA, the

Sartell Watershed is unique in
many respects. For instance,
the elevation of the Mississippi
River drops 6.5 feet per mile
from Little Falls (just north of
the watershed) to Royalton. The
watershed is in the North Cen-
tral Hardwood Forest eco-re-
gion of Minnesota. The area of
the watershed is mainly agri-
cultural, and about 96 percent
of it is privately owned. Land
uses include grass/pasture/hay
(35 percent), row crops (29 per-
cent), forest (19 percent) and
wetlands (9 percent).

Tuesday, March 3
Memory Writers group de-
velops topics and turns in sto-
ries. 10 a.m., Stearns History
Museum, 235 33rd Ave. S, St
Cloud.

Wednesday, March 4

Advocates for Independence,
2-4 p.m., Independent Lifestyles,
215 Benton Drive N., Sauk Rap-
ids. 320-529-9000.

St. Stephen City Council,
6:30 p.m., St. Stephen City Hall,
2 Sixth Ave SE.

Sartell-St. Stephen school
board work session, 6:30 p.m.,
District Service Center, 212 Third
Ave. N.

Thursday, March 5

Coffee and Conversation, a
senior discussion group, 9 a.m.,
Sartell Community Center, 850
19th St. S.

Great River Regional Coin
Club, 6:30 p.m., Miller Auto Ma-
rine Sports Plaza, 2930 Second
St. S., St. Cloud.

Friday, March 6
Benton County Museum, 10

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N.,
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mn-
bentonhistory.org.

World Day of Prayer, 1 p.m.,
Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
4310 CR 137, St Cloud. Prayer
service written by the women of
Zimbabwe, “Rise! Take Your Mat
and Walk.”

Fish fry, 4-7 p.m., St. Francis
Xavier Parish, 219 Second St. N,
Sartell.

Fish fry, 5-7:30 p.m., Immac-
ulate Conception Church, 145
Second Ave. NE., Rice.

Baked Fish Dinner, 5-7 p.m.,
Church of St. Paul, 1125 11th
Ave. N., St. Cloud.

Saturday, March 7

Sartell Community Show-
case, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Sartell Com-
munity Center, 850 19th St. S.,
Sartell.

Sartell Winter Market, 10
a.m-1 p.m., Community Center,
p.m., 850 19th St. S.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GUN SHOW - FORT DODGE,
IOWA. February 22 & 23, 2020. Spon-
sored by The Rifle & Pistol Club, Web-
ster County Fair Grounds. Info contact
Al Little @ 515-570-0827. (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer.
Competitive Offer! Nationwide FREE
Pick Up! Call Now For a Free Quote!
888-366-5659(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken
Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions
apply. 1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190
channels and 3 months free premium
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (MCN)

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/
DIRECTV Choice All-Included Pack-
age. $59.99/month for 12 months. 185
Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/
Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD
DVR Upgrade. Call 1-844-245-2232 or
satellitedealnow.com/MFCP. (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As

Low As $14.95/month (for the first
3 months.) Reliable High Speed. Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today
1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

COMPUTERS & SUPPLIES

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAG-
NOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 EMER-
GENCY $20 OFF ANY SERVICE with
coupon 42522! Restrictions apply.
1-844-938-0797. (MCN)

FINANCIAL

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free in
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National
Debt Relief 855-995-1557. (MCN)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax
returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 855-211-8684 (MCN)

Struggling With Your Private Stu-
dent Loan Payment? New relief pro-
grams can reduce your payments.
Learn your options. Good credit not
necessary. Call the Helpline 855-238-
4594 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Eastern) .
(MCN)

FOR SALE

FOR SALE: 2016 John Deere Com-
bine- Model S670, excellent condition,
600 separator hours, well equipped.
Located in Southern Minnesota. 507-
236-6538 (MCN)

Trailer Sale: New 82 X16’+4

14,0001b. with fold-over spring assist
ramps skidloader trailer $4,499.00;
100 X26 Electric tilt (deck extensions,
tool box, 10,000lb. winch & box, 12k
hyd jack, spare tire & mount, Super
Duty Drive-over fenders (2) batter-
ies); 6’X12 Cargo V-nose ramp door
$3,299.00; 7°X16 V-nose ramp door
$5,199.00; 3 Horse Slant (Aluminum)
was $15,599.00 NOW  $12,399.00;
15 models of DUMP trailers; www.
FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com. 515-972-
4554. (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty
on the tub and installation! Call us at
1-855-372-3080 or visit www.walkin-
tubquote.com/midwest (MCN)

Are you or a loved one suffer-
ing from Depression, Anxiety, PTSD,
OCD, Bipolar Disorder, Addictions or
other mental or behavioral disorders?
Our inpatient treatment services can
help you reclaim your life and get
back on track. We work with most
PPO insurances. Please call 319-900-
6879 (MCN)

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE
STAIRS**  Give your life a lift with
an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for
$250 OFF your stairlift purchase and
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-877-358-
0034 (MCN)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Company.

NOT just a discount plan, REAL cover-
age for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-973-
9175 for details. www.dental50plus.
com/midwest 6118-0219. (MCN)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 844-716-2411. (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page
Publishing will help you self-publish
your own book. FREE author submis-
sion kit! Limited offer! Why wait?
Call now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)

Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your
FREE author submission kit. 1-888-
981-5761. (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off
for your taxes. Running or not! All
conditions accepted. Free pickup.
Call for details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES
for uninsured and insured drivers. Let
us show you how much you can save!
Call 855-648-7642. (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped
over a million families find senior
living. Our trusted, local advisors help
find solutions to your unique needs

at no cost to you. Call 1-888-894-7038
(MCN)

Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We Can Help! Strong recent work his-
tory needed. Call to start your applica-
tion or appeal today! 1-866-276-3845 -
Steppacher Law Offices LLC Principal
Office: 224 Adams Ave Scranton PA
18503. (MCN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurances com-
panies. Let us do the shopping &
save you time & money. Get a quote
within minutes. Average savings of
$444/year! Call 855-697-1892. (M-F
8am-8pm Central). (MCN)

PROTECT YOUR HOME AND FAM-
ILY with Vivint Smart Home. Call 844-
500-8711 today to receive a FREE $50
GIFTCARD with your purchase. Use
promo code: FREES0. (MCN)

PERSONALS

Meet singles right now! No paid
operators, just real people like you.
Browse greetings, exchange messages
and connect live. Try it free. Call now:
855-651-0114. (MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL

SPRING TRAVEL SPECIAL! 7 Day
/ 6 Night Orlando + Daytona Beach
Vacation with Hertz Rental Car Includ-
ed. Only $398.00. Call 844-277-5137
to Reserve. 12 Months to use. (MCN)
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Four new welcome signs approved for city entrances

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Four new Sartell roadway
welcome signs will be installed
early this spring - three of them
on roundabouts - as long as
approval is granted where ap-
plicable by Benton and/or Stea-

rns counties where city roads
connect to county roads.

The City Council, at its Jan.
13 meeting, voted unanimous-
ly for the signs, including the
fourth sign suggested at the
meeting by Mayor Ryan Fitz-
thum. He said it would be good

to place a sign on the right
side of CR 29 just at the point
that road nears Benton County
Drive and the entrance to the
bridge. The sign would face
traffic coming from the east.
Other council members agreed
a welcome sign on the east

side of Sartell would be a good
thing.

The other signs, as rec-
ommended by city staff, are
planned for the following lo-
cations:

¢ On the roundabout at 19th
Street and CR 133, sign facing
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REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Roger Schleper ¢ 320-980-7625
Jeremy Forsell ¢ 320-980-5221
www.premierhomesale.com

Roger@PremierHomeSearch.com
E Roger Schleper/Jeremy Forsell Real Estate

A relaxing atmosphere for your comfort.
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Stylgs, Cotton & Milbert
FAMILY DENTISTRY

320-363-7729
1514 E. Minnesota St., St. Joseph
www.stjoedds.com

Abduction Awareness 2020

Ways to Prevent Abductions

1) Make sure custody documents are in order.

2) Have ID-like photos taken of your kids every 6 months and have them fingerprinted.
Many local police departments sponsor fingerprinting programs.

3) Keep your kids’ medical and dental records up to date.

4) Make online safety a priority. The Internet is a great tool, but it’s also a place for preda-
tors to stalk kids. Be aware of your kids’ Internet activities and chat room “friends,” and
remind them never to give out personal information. Avoid posting identifying informa-
tion or photos of your kids online.

5) Set boundaries about the places your kids go. Supervise them in places like malls,
movie theaters, parks, public bathrooms, or while fundraising door to door.

6) Never leave kids alone in a car or stroller, even for a minute.

7) Choose caregivers — babysitters, childcare providers, and nannies — carefully and
check their references. If you’ve arranged for someone to pick up your kids from school
or daycare, discuss the arrangements beforehand with your kids and with the school or
childcare center.

L4

Craig Zahara

320-363-1116
whanw . ab2 k. com
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National Insurance Brokers-Sartell Agency

Call me for a quote!

Tania Domeier Nevares
1101 Second St. S. Suite 205B
Sartell, MN 56377
t.nevares@mynationalbroker.com

www.mynationalbroker.com
Main: 320.202.0388 - Fax: 320.202.0389
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8) Avoid dressing your kids in clothing with their names on it — children tend to trust
adults who know their names.

Talking to kids about strangers

1) Never accept candy or gifts from a stranger.

2) Never go anywhere with a stranger, even if it sounds like fun. Predators can lure kids with questions like
“Can you help me find my lost puppy?” or “Do you want to see some cute kittens in my car?” Remind your
kids that adults they don’t know should never ask them to help or to do things for them.

3) Run away and scream if someone follows them or tries to force them into a car.

4) Say no to anyone who tries to make them do something you’ve said is wrong or touch them in a way that
makes them feel uncomfortable.

5) Always tell you or another trusted adult if a stranger asks personal questions, exposes himself or herself,
or otherwise makes them feel uneasy. Reassure kids that it’s OK to tell you even if the person made them

promise not to or threatened them in some way.

6) Always ask permission from a parent to leave the house, yard, or play area or to go into someone’s home.

Tips provided by: https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/abductions.html |4

16016 233rd St,, Little Falls, MN 56345

www.bgcmn.org

Helping You find Balance.
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west.

e On the roundabout at
CR 1/Heritage Drive/Le Sauk
Drive, facing southeast toward
Hwy. 15.

e On the roundabout at Scout
Drive and Pinecone Road, fac-
ing south.
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Age-specific lessons « Small class sizes
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