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Council sees revised arena expansion plan
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

A newly revised plan for ex-
pansion of the Bernick’s Arena 
was presented to the Sartell City 
Council at its last meeting.

The presenter was Chad Rit-
ter, president of the Sartell Youth 
Recreation Center, also known as 
the Bernick’s Arena.

Ritter said that after many lis-
tening sessions in recent months 
with the Sartell City Council 
members, the school district and 
donors, it was decided to build 
an outdoor refrigerated ice rink 
but one that would be enclosed.

The plan presented to the 
council about 10 months ago, 
Ritter noted, involved construc-
tion in three phases. The first 
was the creation of an outdoor 
multi-purpose, all-weather are-
na with bleachers that would 
have been covered only on the 
top with the sides open to the 

weather. That phase would cost 
$2.9 million. The second phase, 
costing $1.1 million, would be 
expansion of the lobby. And the 
third phase, with a price tag of 
$1.3 million, would greatly ex-
pand the locker-room facilities 
on the south side of the arena.

Now, however, the plan calls 
for a completely covered ice rink 
and the other features, all to be 
done at the same time rather 
than in phases, Ritter noted. The 
total cost is estimated at $5.2 
million, about the same as the 
three-phase plans.

The covered arena could be 
constructed with a heavy-duty 
fabric material or of pre-cast con-
crete. The fabric option, Ritter 
said, has distinct advantages, 
being an estimated $1 million 
less expensive than a pre-cast 
design, and it would have a very 
high ceiling, making it ideal for 
indoor practice sessions of base-
ball, softball and lacrosse.

The arena would also have 
green turf, making it available 
year-round for other nonskating 
sports (spring and fall), as well 
as other community events. The 
turf, Ritter said, is a giant roll 
of specialized soft surface that 
can be rolled across the concrete 

floor of the arena.
That feature (turf and indoor 

multi-sports use) is a huge draw 
for people to support the overall 
project, even from people who 
are not hockey fans, Ritter noted. 
When an artist’s conception of 

contributed photo

An architect’s drawing shows the arena expansion with turf 
in place.

photos by Carolyn Bertsch

Fun multiplies at PME Math Night
Above: Shannon Mohs, of Sartell, sets up a giant 
checker board Jan. 24 with his son, Julian, 8, at 
Math Night at Pine Meadow Elementary School. At 
right: Friends, Reagan Kimble (left) and Grace Mag-
nuson, both age 8, of Sartell, react as a Mathnasium 
volunteer helps them play Number Detective. 

Sartell leaders aim for careful growth
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

Sartell Mayor Ryan Fitzthum 
says most residents will be 
satisfied if the number on the 
city’s population signs don’t 
need to be changed for two 
years.

That sentiment sums up city 
leaders’ strategy for develop-
ment and growth. They are 
looking for careful, consistent 
growth.

Recent state data predicts 
that Sartell’s population will 
grow from about 18,000 resi-

dents now to 25,000 people in 
2025. But “we won’t be dis-
appointed if that number isn’t 
achieved,” City Administrator 
Mary Degiovanni said.

The health and medical 
technology sector is Sartell’s 
niche, and that’s where future 
growth is expected, Degiovan-
ni said.

That segment employs al-
most 2,000 people now, by far 
the largest employment sector 
in the city. And those jobs 
come with some of the highest 
average wages, about $54,000 
a year, according to the Depart-

ment of Employment and Eco-
nomic Development. The next 
largest segment, retail trade, 
employs less than 1,000 people 
in jobs that pay half as much 
per year.

To attract more health and 
medical services, the city is 
installing fiber optic cable in 
its “Med Tech District” north 
of CR 120 and west of Hwy. 15.

“Sartell always had a draw 
for residential and medi-
cal businesses wanting to be 
here,” Fitzthum said. “It also 
helps us as we talk about how 
we grow the retail sector.”

The state data also shows 
that there are higher wage 
earners in Sartell compared 
with the rest of the region.

That information “helps us 
as we talk about how we grow 
the retail sector,” Fitzthum 
said. “We want retail. We have 
residents who support retail. 
There are high wage earners 
(with disposable income) in 
Sartell compared to the region. 
Retailers are looking at it. We 
can quantify it for them.”

Fitzthum said the city also 
wants to attract light industrial 

Arena • page 4

Leaders • page 4

St. Ben’s to honor
Robin Balder-Lanoue

The College of St. Benedict 
Basketball Team hosts Bethel 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 12 
at Claire Lynch Gymnasium at 
the Haehn Campus Center on 
the CSB campus. This event is 
part of a celebration for National 
Girls and Women in Sports Day. 
The 2020 Bennie Spotlight Award 
honoree, Robin Balder-Lanoue, 
will be honored at halftime along 
with a performance by the CSB 
dance team. All girls and women 
wearing a sports jersey will re-
ceive free admission to this event.

ABC Kinder Olympix
Feb. 15 at Whitney

Explore letters and numbers 
while being active with your chil-
dren during ABC Kinder Olympix 
from 8:30-11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 15 at the Whitney Recreation 
Center, 1529 Northway Drive, St. 
Cloud. The morning will be filled 
with fun activities for improved 
reading skills and healthy life-
styles! Events include: inflatables, 
arts and crafts, obstacle course, 
alphabet games, healthy snacks 
and much more. For children ages 
6 and under and their families. 
Nominal fee charged.

Sartell Summer Baseball
registration now open

The 2020 Summer Sartell Base-
ball Registration is open. Please 
go to SartellBaseball.com to reg-
ister. Find more information by 
following us on Facebook.

Help high school students
with career exploration

More than 175 volunteers are 
needed on Friday, Feb. 28 at St. 
Cloud Technical & Community 
College to hand out snacks, di-
rect students and parking. This is 
an opportunity for your business 
or networking group. Exploring 
Potential Interest and Careers is 
a high-quality career exploration 
event designed for high school 
students. Contact Mary Krippner 
at 320-223-7991 or mkrippner@
unitedwayhelps.org or www.unit-
edwayhelps.org. 

Help youth succeed
Pathways 4 Youth needs vol-

unteers in a variety of positions to 
work with homeless youth. Work 
includes picking up meals and 
assisting on committees. Path-
ways 4 Youth allows homeless 
youth to access resources that can 
put them back on a path where 
they can grow as individuals and 
be contributing members of our 
community. To learn more, vis-
it pathways4youthmn.org or call 
320-316-1635.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Larry Rudolph, Optician
306 Main St. E. 
St. Stephen, MN 56375

320-252-9380
320-252-6924 Home

St. Stephen 
Optical

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon SaturdayHours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m.-noon Saturday

(formerly Index 53)

    Saturday, Feb. 15
NOON-2:30 P.M. • KRAEMER LAKE

Tickets: $15 Advanced (Until 6 p.m., Feb. 14)
$20 At The Lake

$10 Kids (13 & under) Advanced & At The Lake
PRIZES:
Two Categories: Game and Pan Fish
$200 FOR LARGEST FISH
$150 FOR 2nd LARGEST
$100 FOR 3rd LARGEST

Restrooms & Warming House Available

All Other Registered Fish Qualify For One Of 20 – $20 Cash Drawings!

First 200 Kids (15 & Under) Receive Free Ice Fishing Gear With Valid Ticket!

MANY DOOR PRIZES AWARDED THROUGHOUT THE CONTEST 
(MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN)

Over 
$3,000 

In 
Prizes

LUNCH AND REFRESHMENTS

If cancelled because of poor ice/weather, 
NO RESCHEDULE. Refunds upon request.

5 GRAND PRIZES: 
FREE overnight fish house rental for 4 people on Upper Red Lake!

Donated by JR’s Corner Access. Sign up at the lake. Must be present to win.

NOON-2:30 P.M. • KRAEMER LAKE
Tickets: $15 Advanced (Until 6 p.m., Feb. 14)

he Lake

Two Categories: Game and Pan Fish

overnight fish house rental for 4 people on Upper Red Lake!

Donated by the St. Joseph Rod & Gun Club:  

(1) Clam C-560 Thermal
(1) Clam C-360 Thermal
(2) HT Polar Fire XT Power Ice Auger

ST. JOSEPH ROD AND GUN CLUB 27th ANNUAL

ice fishing contest
3rd SATURDAY

TICKETS AVAILABLE: at Stop Light Bait, St. Cloud; ����`>Þ, St. Joseph; American Legion, St. Joseph;    
St. Joseph Liquor; S«ii`Ü>Þ, Cold Spring;  

or online at www.stjoerodandgunclub.org

FOR INFORMATION CALL 320-363-8803 or 320-251-2881
ALL STATE LAWS APPLY

REIMBURSED STIPEND VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

-VtIeran 4ocial 4erWice oG .innesota is looLing Gor 
WolVnteers
 55� to serWe in oVr -44 ComQanion 1rogram. 
0Vr WolVnteers receiWe a stiQenE
 mileage reimCVrsment 
anE otIer CeneGits.

Contact Janel Heinen at 320.241.5173 or email 
Janel.Heinen@lssmn.org

Degiovanni: partnerships,
people, enliven Sartell
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

People then and people now 
are what Mary Degiovanni 
enjoyed most and still enjoys 
about her longtime job serving 
the city of Sartell.

Degiovanni announced she 
will retire as early as July after 
16 years as a city-staff em-
ployee. She was financial di-
rector and city administrator, 
and for numerous years held 
both of those jobs at the same 
time. Her retirement announce-
ment stunned many, the same 
way many were stunned when 
longtime Planning and Devel-
opment Director Anita Archam-
beau resigned last year to move 
to Tennessee, her husband’s 
place of employment.

In an interview with the-
Newsleader, Degiovanni said 
what she liked best about the 
job.

“People,” she said. “No one 
would call me an extrovert, but 
honestly the people in Sartell 
are just so great. No matter 
how big or small the project or 
the decision, the (city) council 
and staff are able to talk to 
people in Sartell and get com-
mon-sense input or help in 
actually implementing ideas.”

And the most challenging 
aspects of her job?

“It’s been our fast growth 
and the impacts that has on the 
community in everything from 
infrastructure to neighborhood 
livability,” she said. “I think 
most people in Sartell want to 
see us grow our tax base to 
help hold down taxes, but I’ve 
never thought the local com-
munity wants to see us grow as 
fast as we can. Fast growth is 
something that happens when 
you have such a desirable com-
munity, but it’s not a goal we 
should be striving for.”

Degiovanni credits former 
Mayor Sara Jane Nicoll and cur-
rent Mayor Ryan Fitzthum with 
having a lifelong familiarity 
with Sartell, which helps steer 
the city in the right direction.

“They both lived in Sartell 
during their school years,” she 
said, “and they both experi-
enced the benefits of having 
great schools and safe neigh-
borhoods so they both priori-

tized maintaining the commu-
nity strengths of Sartell. So I’m 
really happy about the direction 
the council is going and the 
great things that are going to be 
happening in Sartell – not just 
some strong commercial tax 
base we hope to do in the next 
few years, but a renewed focus 
on our neighborhoods and how 
to best deal with quality-of-life 
issues people face every day.”

In the past few decades, Sar-
tell experienced giant spurts 
of growth that caused benefits 
and drawbacks. Some of the 
benefits were commercial and 
industrial developments, but a 
drawback was how to fund so 
many things that those devel-
opments require, such as infra-
structure and roads. It called 
for a constant balancing act 
between revenue and expenses, 
but the city managed to do it 
successfully year after year.

Time and again, Sartell re-
ceived excellent annual audits 
and topnotch bond ratings 
from bond-rating agencies. De-
giovanni was often singled out 
in audit reports as keeping the 
budget in line with expens-
es, but she herself credits the 
hard work of the city councils 
and city staff to keep expenses 
down and budgets frugal. She 
also credits the newest financial 
director, Heidi Ostlie, for doing 
a “stellar job” in managing city 
financial matters.

“That (financial health) 
has been a communitywide 
achievement,” she said.

Fast growth, however well 
the city managed it, should 
never be a goal in and of itself, 
Degiovanni said she believes.

“I don’t think most people 
are interested in how quickly 

we can double in population 
again, and neither is the coun-
cil,” she said. “They are work-
ing toward high-quality steady 
growth and putting some focus 
on the folks who are already 
here and paying the taxes that 
support our community and 
our schools.”

Funny, smart, helpful
Degiovanni began her job 

as financial director in January 
2004. Her previous job had 
been administrator for Annan-
dale.

“I was struck from Day One 
with how nice everyone was in 
Sartell – inside the city depart-
ments and in the community 
as a whole. People were funny 
and smart and helpful.”

Calls from the general pub-
lic, she said, were always so 
thoughtful and calm, even from 
those who were bothered by 
one problem or another. They 
always asked good questions 
and explained the problems 
with understanding and ratio-
nality, she noted.

She became city administra-
tor in mid-2013.

“I can literally pick up the 
phone on any given day and 
have a choice of Sartell resi-
dents or business people to call 
to ask for help or advice,” she 
said.

A sense of ownership and 
pride is so apparent in the city, 
Degiovanni said.

“You see it in everything 
from the volunteer youth 
coaches to the church com-
munities to the Sartell Senior 
Connection,” she commented. 
“Look at what Pinecone Central 
Park volunteers have done with 
our baseball and soccer facil-
ities, and what the Bernick’s 
Arena volunteers have done 
with that great facility for more 
than 15 years.”

As an example of good part-
nerships, Degiovanni cited the 
library within the Sartell Com-
munity Center. The library is-
sue caused much controversy 
several years ago when many 
residents wanted a full-fledged 
library in Sartell, to be paid for 
by half-cent sales-tax revenue. 
But three of the five council 
members at that time nixed 

Degiovanni
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News
   Tips?

Call the Newsleader
at 363-7741
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If you have a tip concerning a crime, 
call the Sartell Police Department at 
320-251-8186 or Tri-County Crime 
Stoppers at 320-255-1301, or access its 
tip site at tricountycrimestoppers.org. 
Crime Stoppers offers rewards up to 
$1,000 for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of those respon-
sible for a crime.

Jan. 21
2:15 p.m. Traffic stop. CR 29 and 14th 
Ave. E.  An officer spotted a vehicle 
with a broken brake light. The driv-
er was notified of the broken brake 
light and instructed to fix it as soon 
as possible.

Jan. 22
12:30 p.m. Verbal dispute. Lowell 
Lane. Officers were dispatched to a 
residence after a complainant called 
911 about their roommate being ver-
bally abusive. Officers noticed both 
parties appeared to be intoxicat-
ed. There were no signs of physical 
abuse. Officers advised both parties 
to keep a distance from one another 
until they cooled down. Both parties 
agreed to maintain distance.

Jan. 23
2 p.m. Juvenile problem. Pinecone 
Road. A School Resource Officer was 
notified of a theft within the school. 
A student stole headphones that 
belonged to another student. The 
student that stole the headphones 
returned them the next day. The 
School Resource Officer discussed 
the issue with the student and noti-
fied the father. There will be school 
consequences.

Jan. 24
11:30 a.m. Unwanted person. CR 
120.  Officers went to a business re-
garding an unwanted individual who 
refused to leave. Officers made con-
tact with the individual and made 
sure he left the property.

Jan. 25
10:45 p.m. Intoxicated person. Sun-
set Avenue. Officers were dispatched 
to a residence about an intoxicated 
person. The complainant stated their 
significant other was being verbal 
but nothing physical had happened. 
The complainant’s significant other 
refused to speak with officers. No 
crime occurred. Officers advised the 
complainant to call if things escalat-
ed.

Jan. 26
11:45 p.m. Park check. CR 120. Of-
ficers patrolled Sauk River Regional 

Park. Nothing suspicious noted.

Jan. 27
1:45 p.m. Traffic stop. Fourth Avenue 
S. and Heritage Drive. An officer wit-
nessed a vehicle with extremely dark 
tint and expired tabs. The officer con-
ducted a traffic stop and found the 
driver not only had expired tabs but 
also had invalid insurance. The indi-
vidual was cited for both infractions. 
The officer transported the driver 
home and had the vehicle towed.

Jan. 28
6:30 a.m. Traffic stop. Pinecone Road 
and Roberts Road. An officer wit-
nessed a vehicle fail to stop at a stop 
sign. The officer made contact with 
the driver. The driver was given a 
verbal warning.

Jan. 29 
4:30 a.m. Theft. CR 120. A business 
reported a theft. The officer located 
the individual who had the stolen 
property in their possession. The 
business’s asset protection will ad-
vise if they wish to prosecute.

Jan. 30
2:15 p.m. Agency assist. CR 120. An 
agency contacted Sartell police re-
garding a robbery in their city which 
resulted in an individual attempting 
to use stolen credit cards at a busi-
ness in Sartell. An officer went to the 
business to review video footage for 
the agency.

Jan. 31
5:30 p.m. Trespass. River Oaks Lane. 
An officer witnessed an individu-
al walking on clearly marked “NO 
TRESPASSING” property. The officer 
made contact with the individual and 
found drug paraphernalia during a 
pat-down search. The individual was 
arrested for possession of metham-
phetamine and transported to Stea-
rns County Jail.

Feb. 1
Midnight. Suspicious vehicle. CR 
120. An officer witnessed a vehicle 
in the parking lot of a business with 
their hazard lights on and steamed-
up windows. The officer contacted 
the single occupant of the vehicle 
who stated they were homeless and 
trying to sleep.

Feb. 2
1:30 a.m. Argument. Second Street N. 
A complainant called 911 regarding 
two individuals yelling at one another 
outside in the alley. The complainant 
was unsure if it was physical. Officers 

were dispatched to the area. Officers 
surveyed the surrounding area but 
were unable to locate the individuals.

Feb. 3
2 p.m. Traffic stop. CR 1. An officer 
witnessed a driver operating a vehi-
cle not wearing a seat belt. The offi-
cer made contact with the individual 
whose driver’s license was revoked 
and also had no proof of insurance. 
The officer cited the driver for the in-
fractions.

Tired of low 
water pressure? 

If your water pressure seems low when you 
take a shower or becomes worse when water 
is running elsewhere, it may indicate that your 

pump requires service or possibly replacement. 

Call now to improve your water pressure.

320-251-5090
141 28th Ave. S.
Waite Park, MN

trautcompanies.com

with

Located across from Sartell Middle School
• 101 7th St. N. Suite #1

Jazz • Tap • Ballet • Hip-Hop
Combination dance • Just for fun

Fitness • Competition teams
Ages 3 years old to adult

Call Catie: 320-761-6062
Email: catie.bunde@gmail.com

Website: www.studiobmoved.com

“Life is better with Accurate Hearing.”“Life is better with Accurate Hearing.”

320-258-4494 or 1-888-407-4327
161 19th St. S. • Ste. 111 • Sartell 

www.accuratehearingservices.com

• Free Hearing Screenings • Hearing Aid Sales & Service
• Clean & Check All Hearing Aid Brands

ARLINGTON PLACE
ASSISTED LIVING

in St. Joseph
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

HOME HEALTH AIDE
PM AND NOC positions available

3-4 days/week
including every other weekend/holiday

 Duties include: daily personal 
care, grooming, dressing, 

light meal prep, medication 
administration and light to 

moderate housekeeping.

If interested please stop by for an 
application or call 
Karen Hennessy at 

(320) 363-1313. 
21 16th Ave. SE St. Joseph, MN 56374Income guidelines apply.

We are accepting applications 
for two-bedroomÊandÊt�ree�
Ledroom townhomes in St. 

Joseph, a mÕlti�vamilÞÊ
development with close 

amenities and entertainment, 
nestled in a quiet residential area.

Rent based on income.

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
320-557-0195 or email

ccrossing@brutgerequities.com

Professionally managed by

CARLSON
CROSSING

TOWNHOMES

Director of Physical Plant

Applications accepted on-line only:
http://employmentosb.csbsju.edu.

Saint John’s Abbey and University
is accepting applications for a 

Director of Physical Plant.

CITY OF ST. STEPHEN
LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

The City of St. Stephen will hold 
a Public Accuracy Test of its elec-
tion machines at 6 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 19, 2020.

The City will test the AutoMARK 
(ballot-marking machine) and the 
DS200 (ballot-counting machine).

The public is welcome to view the 
test as the City prepares for the 
Presidential Primary on Tuesday, 
March 3, 2020.  

St. Stephen City Hall
2 Sixth Ave. SE

/s/ Cris M Drais
St. Stephen City Clerk

Dated:  Feb. 4, 2020
Publish:  Feb. 7, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Blotter
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320.253.8424
STEARNSHISTORYMUSEUM.ORG

235 33rd Avenue South, St. Cloud, MN 56301 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2020 | 9AM5PM 
FREE Entrance for Sartell, St. Stephen, Sauk Rapids, and Rice

Show your current ID with address at our front desk to enjoy 
this Zip Code Saturday — specially limited to your location.

 

see the toys 
you loved all 
in one place
EXPERIENCE OUR
EXHIBITS FOR FREE

Manion’s Wholesale is hiring truck drivers. 
We deliver building materials to Minnesota, 

North Dakota, South Dakota and Iowa. 
Home daily with an occasional overnight 

as needed. Hourly pay depending on experience. 

NOW HIRING TRUCK DRIVERS!

Call Justin with questions at 320-266-8615 
or apply in person at:

Manion’s Wholesale 
7705 305th St.

St. Cloud

that idea in favor of a multi-use 
community center with gymna-
siums, senior center, meeting 
rooms and a library area with-
in. The current library is com-
prised of lots of donated books 
and other materials and thanks 
to an agreement with the Great 
River Regional Library system, 
Sartell residents can order on-
line materials in the system that 
are delivered to lockers in the 
community center.

“I love libraries,” said De-
giovanni. “And there is simply 
not a nicer library in Central 
Minnesota than the one our 
unique partnerships and our 
Sartell library volunteers have 
created in Sartell. We literally 
get calls from other cities ask-
ing how we do it, and I honest-
ly respond that our community 
does it . . . It adds up to mil-
lions of dollars in time and tal-
ent and funding that makes the 
Sartell community so strong.”

Degiovanni said she loved 
her work on various committees 
and working groups. They in-
clude the City-School Working 
Group, the Sartell-Le Sauk Joint 
Planning Board, the Greater St. 
Cloud Development Corp., the 
Sartell Chamber of Commerce, 
the Sartell-St. Stephen school 
district and its Community Ed-
ucation program.

“They are our partners,” she 
said.

Degiovanni also noted all of 
the changes Sartell has imple-

mented throughout the years: 
the expansive medical arts 
campus, a Metro Bus service, 
the library, the community po-
licing focus, the Senior Connec-
tion, amenities added to city 
parks, development of a wide 
and diverse tax base, the inter-
connected public-private part-
nerships (including the school 
district) and remarkable volun-
teerism that keeps the city so 
dynamic and exciting.

“We could literally never tax 
enough to do what these folks 
(volunteers, partnerships) go 
out and do each and every 
day,” she said, “and we would 
never do it as well as the com-
munity is doing it.”

Family
Degiovanni is looking for-

ward to spending more time 
with her 13 grandchildren, ages 
4 months to 14 years. They are 
the grandchildren of her hus-
band, Jim, a retired attorney, 
who has three children – Kate, 
Leigh and Joseph, all living in 
the St. Cloud/Sartell area. The 
couple owns a 40-acre hob-
by farm, and Jim in post-re-
tirement raised organic foods 
for farmers’ markets and some 
local restaurants. Degiovanni, 
too, loves gardening, tending 
a small flock of chickens and 
some sheep. The couple and 
the children love the outdoors: 
camping, hiking, snowshoeing.

Born in Red Lake Falls, De-
giovanni earned a bachelor’s 
degree from the College of St. 
Benedict and then began her 
many years of city work, most 
especially for Sartell.

an indoor turf arena appeared 
in the Sartell Newsleader, Ritter 
said he received many calls from 
people who saw that picture 
and were enthused about it. The 
rental fees for use of the new 
all-weather ice arena could well 
cover maintenance expenses for 
the facility, Ritter said.

Construction of the project 
could begin in fall 2020 and 
would be completed by sum-
mer 2021. Fundraising continues, 
with about $2,262,000 raised 
from 14 major donors, and con-
versations are ongoing with 11 
other donors, Ritter noted.

One of the major donors is 
Scheels Sporting Goods, which 
will have naming rights – Scheels 
Athletic Complex. Regional Di-
agnostic Radiology will have 
naming rights for the expansion 
itself, and Bernick’s extended its 
naming rights to the original ice 
arena, which was built about 15 
years ago.

A citywide community fund-
raising drive will be announced 
soon. In the meantime, costs and 
designs for the project will con-
tinue to be researched and fine-
tuned, Ritter told the council.

The city of Sartell has allowed 
its contracted engineering firm, 
Short Elliot Hendrickson, to work 
on the planning stages of the 
expansion for consistency and 
continuity of the public-private 
partnership. The school district 
also has input into the planning, 
Ritter said.

The council members thanked 
Ritter for the presentation and 
expressed admiration for the 
project.

Arena
from front page

companies as well and startup 
businesses.

Sartell’s population growth 
has slowed the past 10 years. 
While the population grew 79 
percent in the 1990s and 65 
percent in the 2000s, the pop-
ulation increased about 16 per-
cent in the last 10 years.

“We don’t want an explo-
sion of population that has an 
affect on all parts of the city. 
That’s not a huge benefit,” 
Fitzthum said.

Sartell’s growth plan also 
includes a one-year moratori-

um on apartments approved 
last fall. The city is looking for 
incremental residential growth 
and to keep property taxes low, 
the mayor said.

Degiovanni said “people 
love the neighborhood feel in 
Sartell. By 2025 we want to 
maintain that strong neighbor-
hood feeling.” To do that, she 
said, the city stays focused on 
what they are hearing from 
citizens.

The city has started a brand-
ing campaign that focuses on 
what makes Sartell unique. 
The goal, the mayor said, is 
“Sartell will be more well-
known while maintaining a 
small-town feel.”

Leaders
from front page

Degiovanni
from page 2

contributed photo

Top spellers advance to regional contest
Twenty students in grades five through eight participated in 
the Sartell-St. Stephen school district spelling bee on Jan. 27. 
The top three winners with Vice Principal Abby Lyon are (from 
left) Elizabeth Lo, second place; Lysander Irvin Borg, first 
place; and Ruby Carlson, third place. The three winners will 
advanced to regionals on Feb. 5.
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FINANCE GUIDE  |  SMART PLANNING

Your savings plan doesn’t 
need to reach such incredible 
heights that it becomes unat-
tainable. It’s easy to get swept 
up in lofty financial plans that, 
in the end, will only become a 
source of disappointment if 
you don’t actually achieve 
them. 

WHERE TO START
The National Endowment 

for Financial Education’s web-
site Smart About Money has 
these tips to make sure you’re 
building a solid savings plan. 

List savings as a fixed item 
in your spending plan. You’re 
less likely to spend money you 
already have earmarked. 

Use automatic savings tools 
from your bank or other 
financial institutions. Some 
will move your spare change 
from purchases into your sav-
ings account automatically, 
making it easy to increase your 
savings without much effort. 

Save all or part of a certain 
type of income. This can 
include your tax refund, annu-
al bonus, tip money or extra 
freelancing cash. 

Create an emergency fund 
with the goal of having three 
to six months’ of expenses 
covered. This can buy you and 
your family some time if there 
were to be an unexpected 
injury or job loss that ham-
pered your incoming cash 
flow. 

ACCOUNTABILITY 
What good does a savings 

plan do for you if you don’t 
stick with it? Find an account-

ability partner to routinely 
check in on your finances to 
make sure you’re staying the 
course. This can be your 
spouse, a trusted friend or a 
qualified financial professional 
who can help you stay on 
track. If you ask for account-
ability, however, be prepared to 
have some tough conversa-
tions. Your accountability part-
ner is there to help you main-
tain your discipline so be pre-
pared to accept their questions 

and advice along the way. 

DIFFERENT TYPES  
OF ACCOUNTS

Once you have enough 
money stashed away, there are 
many different ways to put it 
to work for you. Talk to your 
bank about interest-bearing 
savings accounts that can earn 
you money, but may have 
withdrawal or other limits. 
There are also CDs and other 
investment options to explore.

What Is your Savings Plan?
So you’ve got a budget 

and good spending 
sense. Now you need 
to plan how to save. 

Savings, after all, 
offers you protection 

against life’s little 
surprises that would 
otherwise put you in  

a tough financial spot. 

© ADOBE STOCK

Find an 
accountability 
partner to routinely 
check in on your 
finances to make 
sure you’re staying 
the course.

Successful saving 
starts here.
At Stearns Bank, we want to part of your vision of success, which likely includes 
an element of saving. 

An Above the Norm™ market savings account is our way of helping you get 
there. Rely on personal service matched with customizable features that make 
it easier to stay on track for your one-of-a-kind goals. 

*APY is annual percentage yield. Rates are accurate as of 02/03/2020 and subject to change at any time. Fees may reduce earnings. 

   |  StearnsBank.com  |  Member FDIC

Visit StearnsBank.com
or call 320-253-6607
to start saving today.

1.00% APY*
on balances up to $99,999.99

1.76% APY
on balances of $100,000.00 or more$Grow

your
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320-258-3434pineconepethospital.com 234 Pinecone Road S.

Pine Cone Pet Hospital

••

Drop-off appointments, extended evening & 
emergency appointments are available

PET CARE  |  PET OWNERSHIP

And the truth is, we can 
build even better bonds with 
our beloved pets by taking a 
few simple actions each day. 
Forming a great bond with 
your pet is simple. Here are 
three ideas to try yourself as 
you reconnect with your 
favorite pooch, feline or pet of 
your choice. 

CONDUCT SOME TRAINING 
Depending on how your 

animal responds to direction 
and discipline, training exer-
cises can be a great way of 
building a bond with your 
pet. 

New behavioral training 
builds your skills in commu-
nicating with your pet, as well 
as in trusting him or her to 
listen to instructions. Make 
sure to keep training positive 
and collaborative, using a 
gentle, reward-based 
approach. 

This style will help your pet 
look forward to training, giv-
ing the two of you positive 
time together to grow as pet 
and owner. 

MAKE FEEDING  
TIME STRUCTURED

When it’s time to prepare 
meals, engage with your pet 
during the process. Call your 
dog over to sit and wait while 
your fill up the bowl. Pet the 
dog and talk to it to encour-

age a calm, relaxing eating 
experience. 

Always remember to give 
your pet space during meal-
time. Following a structured 
routine such as this helps 
your pet respect your rules 
and understand that you call 

the shots. This healthy rela-
tionship will help you earn 
your pet’s respect, leading to a 
strong bond over time.

DON’T FORGET TO PLAY 
You can introduce training 

and structured mealtimes until 

you’re blue in the face, but 
until you devote some time to 
playing with your pet, you 
won’t be unlocking the true 
essence of being a pet owner. 

Games such as fetch, tug-of-
war or chase will help you not 
only keep in shape, but also 

allow your pet to enjoy your 
company because of your pos-
itive energy. Think of ways to 
introduce listening exercises 
within your play and look for 
parks that are pet friendly. The 
more space the better to let 
your pet explore and enjoy.

W hat would we do without our pets? Animals have won over the 
hearts of pet owners across the world. They offer us unconditional 
love and loads of laughs that make our lives better. 

Bonding with Your Pet

© FOTOLIA
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Open House 55+

3 new models from
$249,000 to $339,000

Saturday Feb. 15 & 22
10:30 a.m. -noon

118, 133 and 144 Colman Ct.
St. Joseph

collegevillebrokerage.com

jon@collegeville.biz • 320-363-7656 
24 College Ave. N, Suite 204, St. Joseph

A p a r t m e n t s& older

Access online application at www.stcloudhra.com
101 Riverside Drive SE • St. Cloud

Call Joyce at 320-252-0880

Controlled entrance w/video surveillance
Section 8 welcome • Pets allowed

$588
One bedroom

320-258-3094
6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

realifecoopmuellergardens.org

Independent Living  • Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Secure Community • Maintenance Free
Enjoy Friendship and Social Activities

Independent Living  • Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Find your new home here!

55+ Senior Housing Community

6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

Realife Cooperative 
at Mueller Gardens

Instruments
Lessons
Repairs

320-271-3152 • 708 Elm St. E. Suite 103, St. Joseph. • barrettsmusic.com

School Forest opens doors to outdoor classroom
by Mike Knaak
editor@thenewsleaders.com

Many students need to hop 
a bus for a chance to learn in 
a forest or prairie. But starting 
next fall, students at Riverview 
Intermediate School will find 
the forest right outside the door.

The outdoor classroom is 
now possible after wooded land 
west of the school was desig-
nated a School Forest by the 
Minnesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources.

Third-, fourth- and fifth-grad-
ers who will attend Riverview, 
the current middle school being 
converted for their classes, will 
learn in about 60 acres sur-
rounding Sartell-St. Stephen’s 
three schools along Seventh 
Street N.

The outdoor classroom ef-
fort began a year-and-a-half ago 
when a team of administra-
tors and teachers visited oth-
er schools looking for learning 
ideas appropriate for intermedi-
ate students.

“We visited other districts to 
get ideas and what we could 
offer our students while staying 
true to our traditions,” said 
Zach Dingmann, intermediate 
school principal. “Our focus 
is on community connections, 
hands-on learning and the en-
vironment. We reached out to 
the DNR and the more we 
found out, we decided it would 

be a great fit.”
The staff has written goals 

for the forest that include an 
outdoor learning space and 
maintaining a healthy forest.

“It’s an opportunity to get 
outside the school walls and 
tie in standards of classroom 
learning with hands-on, real 
world experiences,” Dingmann 
said.

The school forest presents 
opportunities beyond the obvi-
ous biology and nature lessons. 
Dingmann said the plan is to 
involve all disciplines including 
art and technology. Art stu-
dents, for example, could draw 
and design wood duck hous-
es while technology students 
could explore how to more effi-
ciently maintain the forest. 

“There are teachable mo-
ments out in nature and things 
happen,” Dingmann said.

Eventually, school leaders 
would like to involve parents 
and community volunteers 
with activities such as clearing 
out buckthorn and pruning the 
trees.

With the DNR’s guidance 
and support, the district will 
be able to apply for grants to 
maintain the forest.

The school forest project is 
part of the district’s building 
reconfiguration plan and class 
reassignment. Now that the 
new high school is open, more 
building moves are underway. 
Third- through fifth-graders will 
move into the newly named 
Riverview building with an 

expected enrollment of about 
900. Middle school students 
will move a few blocks west 
and be served at the former 
high school, currently closed 
for remodeling. In the fall, Oak 
Ridge Elementary School be-
comes Oak Ridge Early Learn-
ing Center serving students in 
Pre-K and kindergarten. Pine 
Meadow Elementary becomes 
Pine Meadow Primary School 
serving first- and second-grad-
ers.

There are more than 135 
designated School Forests in 

Minnesota. School Forests 
range from less than one acre 
to 300 acres, for a total of more 
than 8,000 acres. The School 
Forest program was established 
by law in 1949.

The designated school forest 
land is part of the original prop-
erty purchased in 1968 for the 
district’s first high school.

“This is a super-exciting 
time,” Dingmann said, “and a 
great opportunity to encom-
pass a lot of initiatives of what 
we’re going to be about at Riv-
erview.”

contributed photo

The red line denotes the boundaries designated by the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources as a School Forest. The land is west 
of the current Middle School, which will be renamed River-
view Intermediate School when it opens in the fall.

Valentine’s card leads to love
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

In kindergarten in Albany, 
way back in 1986, a little girl 
named Stefanie Krebs received 
a whole bunch of cards on Val-
entine’s day from class chums, 
but she later threw them all 
away – all but one.

The card showed cartoon 
character Garfield the cat next 
to a Teddy bear. On the back it 
was signed, “Love, Jacob.”

Eighteen years later Stefanie 
married the boy who’d sent 
that cute card – Jacob Roth-
stein. They now live happily in 
St. Stephen and have two chil-
dren – Caden, 12; and Evie, 9.

“We were best buds in kin-
dergarten,” Stefanie recalled. 
“But I lived in Albany and he 
lived in St. Martin and so out 
of school we never saw each 
other.”

And then distance divided 
the two “buds.” After kinder-
garten when he moved to Farm-
ing. Seven years later, he was 
again in school at Albany, in 
seventh grade.

“But in high school we 
didn’t really know each other 
anymore,” she said. As a result, 
they both developed kind of 
cold-shoulder attitudes to each 
other. That icy reserve broke 
quickly in ninth grade when 
Stefanie learned Jacob was dat-
ing her best friend. She was not 

happy, not at all. In fact, she 
was more than a little jealous; 
she was mighty mad. She and 
Jacob got into a verbal fight. 
Shortly after, he broke up with 
that girlfriend. And then he 
asked Stefanie to go to a movie. 
That was in 1996. The dating 
continued and one day eight 
years later Jacob asked Stefanie 
to marry him. They married 
in the Seven Dolors Church in 
Albany, took a 10-day Princess 
cruise to the Caribbean and 
then moved to St. Stephen. Just 
recently, they returned from a 
trip to Hawaii to celebrate their 
15th wedding anniversary.

They often recall that kinder-

garten Garfield Valentine’s card, 
and Jacob himself is “quite a 
card,” according to Stefanie.

“To me, being with Jake ev-
ery day is Valentine’s Day,” Ste-
fanie said. “He has a child-like 
humor. Sometimes I think he 
hasn’t yet passed out of middle 
school because when they’re 

contributed photo

Jacob and Stefanie Rothstein 
recently returned from a 15th 
anniversary vacation in Ha-
waii where they enjoyed quiet 
times together hiking in the 
lush steep forests.

Card • back page
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Come join a fun team with great bene�ts!

For further information and to apply online, please visit the 
 CSB employment opportunities webpage at:

http://employment.csbsju.edu or call 320-363-5500

The College of Saint Benedict is an A�rmative Action/
Equal Opportunity Employer.

The Power Plant department 
at the College of Saint Benedict 

invites applications for the full-time
positions of:

• Master Plumber
• Maintenance and Operating Engineer

DON’T MISS OUT!

THE
REVOLUTION 5

Tribute to the
Music of the Beatles

Sat, Feb 29
7:30PM

Paramount Center for the Arts presents

Pert Near
Sandstone
Bluegrass/Newgrass

Thu, Feb 27
7:30PM

February:
14, 15, 16  and 20, 21, 22, 23

(ASL interpreted, Feb. 21)

Presents:

320-241-4682
gntc1.com

Ev ening  show s are 7: 30 p.m. w ith dinner at 6: 30 p.m.; Sundays are 2 p.m. show s w ith a 1  p.m. dinner

Community Calendar
Is your event listed? Send your 

information to:  Newsleader Calen-
dar, 1622 11th Ave. SE., St. Cloud, 
MN 56304., e-mail it to news@the-
newsleaders.com. Most events are 
listed at no cost. Those events are 
typically free or of minimal charge 
for people to attend. Some events, 
which have paid advertising in the 
Newsleaders, are also listed in the 
calendar and may charge more.

Friday, Feb. 7
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., 
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mn-
bentonhistory.org.

Saturday, Feb. 8
“Russian Fairytales,” 1-3 

p.m., Stearns History Museum, 
235 33rd Ave. S., St. Cloud. Part 
of the Exploring History and Cul-
ture in Central Minnesota – The 
Museum of Russian Art series. 
Free.

Sunday, Feb. 9
Project ASTRIDE Benefit 

Breakfast and Silent Auction, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Moose Family Cen-
ter, 1300 Third St. N., Waite 
Park. Nominal fee for adults and 
children 10 and under; children 
under 3 free.

Snowstomp, noon-3 p.m., 
Wildwood County Park, 29709 
Kipper Road, St. Joseph. Help 
make snowshoe trails through 
the woods to kick off the maple 
syrup season.

Monday, Feb. 10
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., 
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mn-
bentonhistory.org.

Sartell City Council, 6 p.m., 
City Hall, 125 Pinecone Road N. 

Tuesday, Feb. 11
Sartell Chamber of Com-

merce, 11:30 a.m., Community 
Center, 850 19th St. S., Sartell. 
320-258.6061. info@sartellcham-
ber.com. 

Le Sauk Township Board, 7 
p.m., Township Hall, 220 Fourth 
Ave. S., Sartell.

Holistic Moms Network,
7-8:30 p.m., Good Earth Co-op, 
2010 Veterans Drive, St. Cloud. 
320-252-2489.

National Alliance on Men-
tal Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Calvary 
Community Church, 1200 Roos-
evelt Road, St. Cloud. The group 

helps parents raising a child with 
mental illness learn coping skills 
and develop problem-solving 
skills. 320-654-1259.

Wednesday, Feb. 12
Breakfast Club, 9-10 a.m., 

Stearns History Museum, 235 
33rd Ave. S. Free for members, 
nominal fee for nonmembers. 
320-253-8424. 

2020 Census – Ensuring a 
Complete Count, sponsored by 
St. Cloud Area League of Wom-
en Voters, 1-2:30 p.m., Bremer 
Room, St. Cloud Public Library, 
1300 St. Germain St.

Brockway Township Board, 
7:30 p.m., Township Hall, 43710 
85th Ave. N.

Thursday, Feb. 13
Coffee and Conversation, a 

senior discussion group, 9 a.m., 
Sartell Community Center, 850 
19th St. S. Speaker: JoyGenea 
Schumer, AARP, senior fraud.

Friday, Feb. 14
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., 
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mn-
bentonhistory.org.

Saturday, Feb 15
Community Meal, 11:30 a.m.-

12:45 p.m., First United Method-
ist Church, 1107 Pinecone Road 
S., Sartell. Free. 

Ice Fishing Contest, spons-
sored by the St. Joseph Rod and 
Gun Club, noon-2:30 p.m., Krae-
mer Lake.

Sunday, Feb. 16
Best Omelette in Town, 8 

a.m.-noon, American Legion, 17 
Second Ave. N, Waite Park. Nom-
inal fee includes hash browns, 
toast, coffee, juice and water.

Monday, Feb. 17
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., 
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mn-
bentonhistory.org. 

St. Cloud Area Parkinson’s 
Disease Support Group, 1-2:30 
p.m., Independent Lifestyles, 215 
Benton Drive N., Sauk Rapids. 

St. Joseph Rod and Gun 
Club, 7 p.m., American Legion, 
101 W Minnesota St., St. Joseph.

Tuesday, Feb. 18
Memory Writers group devel-

ops topics and turns in stories. 10 

a.m., Stearns History Museum, 
235 33rd Ave. S, St Cloud.

Mobile office hours, 10 a.m.-
1 p.m., Sartell City Hall. A case-
worker from Rep. Tom Emmer’s 
office will be available to handle 
issues with federal government 
services.

Dementia Friends informa-
tion session, 1-2 p.m., Sartell 
Community Center, 850 19th St. 
S., Sartell. Learn what demen-
tia is, what it’s like to live with 
the disease and to communicate 
with people who have dementia.

St. Cloud Area Genealogists, 
7 p.m., Stearns History Museum, 
235 33rd Ave. S., St. Cloud. stea-
rns-museum.org. 

Wednesday, Feb. 19
SALT (Seniors and Law En-

forcement Together), 9 a.m., 
Sartell Police Department, 310 
Second St. S. 

Advocates for Independence, 
2-4 p.m., Independent Lifestyles, 
215 Benton Drive N., Sauk Rap-
ids. 320-529-9000.

Sartell-St. Stephen school 
board work session, 6:30 p.m., 
District Service Center, 212 Third 
Ave. N. 

Sixth District DFL candidate 
debate, doors open 6 p.m., de-
bate starts at 6:30 p.m., Mon-
ticello Community Center, 505 
Walnut St.

Thursday, Feb. 20
Coffee and Conversation, a 

senior discussion group, 9 a.m., 
Sartell Community Center, 850 
19th St. S. Speaker: Cheryl An-
derson, Shepherd Tours.

American Legion-Sartell,
open to all veterans young and 
old, 6 p.m., Sartell Community 
Center., 850 19th St. S. john.den-
ney@charter.net.

MOPS, Mothers of Pre-
schoolers monthly social, 6:30-
8:30 p.m., Celebration Lutheran 
Church, 1500 Pinecone Road N., 
Sartell.

Friday, Feb. 21
Benton County Museum, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., 218 First St. N., 
Sauk Rapids. 320-253-9614. mn-
bentonhistory.org.

St. Cloud Singles Club Dance,
8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m., American 
Legion, 17 Second Ave. S., Waite 
Park. 320-339-4533. stcloudsin-
gles.net.
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TRUTH IN TAXATION PUBLIC HEARING
SARTELL-ST. STEPHEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

DEC. 16, 2019
SARTELL HIGH SCHOOL WATAB ROOM 101-102

The public hearing for the proposed 2019 payable 2020 levy start-
ed at 6:02 p.m. called by Chair Jason Nies. Members present: Nies; 
Jeremy Snoberger, vice chair; Pamela Raden, clerk; Amanda Byrd, 
treasurer; Lesa Kramer, director; Patrick Marushin, director; and Jeff 
Schwiebert, superintendent. Members absent: none.

Business Manager Joseph Prom reviewed the 2019 payable 2020 
levy materials including the 2019-2020 budget, types of levies and 
property tax calculations.

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
SARTELL-ST. STEPHEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
DEC. 16, 2019
SARTELL HIGH SCHOOL WATAB ROOM 101-102

The regular school board meeting of Independent School District 
748 was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chair Jason Nies. Members 
present: Nies; Jeremy Snoberger, vice chair; Pamela Raden, clerk; 
Amanda Byrd, treasurer; Lesa Kramer, director; Patrick Marushin, 
director; and Jeff Schwiebert, superintendent.  Members absent: 
none.

A motion was made by Raden and seconded by Snoberger to AP-
PROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. All in favor. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Kramer and seconded by Snoberger to 
APPROVE CONSENT ITEMS A-D AS PRESENTED BELOW. All in 
favor. Motion carried.

a. Minutes of the regular school board meeting held on Nov.r 
18, 2019

Minutes of the special school board meeting held on Dec. 6, 2019

b. Checks in the amount of $1,462,916.15 as presented:
     General Fund                                                          1,152,217.94
     Food Service Fund                                                   124,585.02
     Transportation Fund                                              126,741.00
     Community Service Fund                                        40,391.51
     Capital Expenditure Fund                                      18,856.35
     Summer Rec Agency Fund                                          124.33
      Check numbers 177019 – 177249

ACHs in the amount of $5,834.77 as presented:
     General Fund                                                            5,724.00
     Food Service Fund                                                        110.77
     ACH numbers 192000093-192000111

Receipts in the amount of $4,430,220.80 as presented:
    General Fund                                               2,391,901.47
    Food Service Fund                                            261,903.45
    Community Service Fund                                 112,526.28
    Capital Expenditure Fund                                  12,979.29
     Building Fund                                                        1,959.69
     Debt Service Fund                                        1,648,950.62
     Receipts 46925 - 46983

Wire transfers in the amount of $61,742.62 as presented:
     General Fund                                                    41,259.70
     Food Service Fund                                            16,469.11
     Community Service Fund                                      2,958.51
     Capital Expenditure Fund                                  1,055.30
     Wire transfers 201900320-201900411

Building Fund Checks in the amount of $2,033,937.21 as pre-
sented:

     Building Fund                                           2,033,937.21
     Check numbers 600796 to 600832

c. Accept the following donations:
Sartell-St. Stephen Education Foundation, Sartell, Middle School, 

$100, donation for SPED equipment; United Way c/o Heather Wen-
sel, ISD #748, $71.03, general donation; Owen’s Night Out, Pine 
Meadow Elementary, $177.28, donation for classroom supplies.

d. Accept the resignation of Faye Madigan, District, food service 
sub, 11/26/19; Dale Toenjes, District, bus driver, 11/18/19; Aaron 
VanDanacker, SHS/SMS, accompanist, 11/18/19.

All in favor. Motion carried.
Student Representative Report:  Sarah Ufearo, student represen-

tative

Student Representative Ufea-
ro reported on happenings 
around the district. Throughout 
the last month the High School 
held three successful fundraisers 
including a turkey-in-a-bag food 
drive, Toys for Tots toy drive 
and a teddy bear toss for boys’ 
hockey. The Middle School tied 
blankets for veterans overseas 
and had their band and choir 
concerts early this month.  The 
annual Holiday Café will be held 
on Dec. 18 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Pine Meadow is having 
its Winter Wonderland celebra-
tion culminating with a bingo 
night this Friday. Oak Ridge 
had special visitor day on Dec. 
6 and finished a Salvation Army 
food drive on Dec. 9.  The High 
School Student Council is still 
in need of host families for stu-
dents when they host the state 
convention in April.

Superintendent Report:  Jeff 
Schwiebert, superintendent

Schwiebert reported the next 
board meeting will be the or-
ganizational meeting and the 
date will be confirmed tonight. 
Thanks to the City of Sartell 
and everyone who attended the 
social engagement event earlier 
this month. In a meeting with 
City staff, discussions were held 
regarding potentially expanding 
the existing walking trail to the 
High School and if adding a third 
student resource officer would 
be possible. A letter will be sent 
to families tomorrow explain-
ing the new drop-off route and 
procedures for Pine Meadow. 
Transportation for K-5 students 
was briefly discussed. Thanks 
were given to all involved with 
gymnastics for their cooperation 
in using the old High School site 
during construction.

Construction Manager Report 
on Building Process:

Construction Manager Lee 
Gruen reported the remodel at 
the old High School is going 
very well. Highlights include 
the media center being ready for 
painting, the science area is be-
ing taped, casework will begin 
next week, the skylight will be 
arriving next week and roofing 
continues as planned. At the 
High School, graphics are being 
placed throughout the building 
over break.

School Board Committee Re-
port:

Clerk Raden reported on the 
Communications and Technol-
ogy committee meeting she at-
tended.

Treasurer Byrd reported on 
the Curriculum, Instruction and 
Advisory committee meeting 
she attended.

Vice Chair Snoberger report-
ed on the Sartell Senior Connec-
tion meeting he attended.

Enrollment Report:

Superintendent Schwiebert 
reported on the current enroll-
ment numbers for each school.

A motion was made by Ra-
den and seconded by Snoberger 
to APPROVE #1-20:

New Employees/Changes:
Jennifer Ambrosier, SMS, ac-

companist, $20.29/hour, RV, S4, 
5 hours/week, replacing Aaron 
VanDanacker, 11/18/2019; Al-
exander Bade, SHS, gymnastics 
assistant, $3,912 (9.5 percent), 
BA, Step A ($41,178), replac-
ing Shelby Hall and Alexis Fla-
herty, 11/11/2019; Alicia Fosso, 
SMS, special education (short-
call sub), $191.45/day, 8 hours/
day, replacing Carmen Peter-
son, 11/18/2019; Nolan Frank, 
ORE, para, $16.42/hour, RIV, 
S1, 6.25 hours/day, replacing 
Rebecca Simonsen, 12/5/2019; 
Kimberly J Gerads, DSC-Early 
Childhood, child care attendant, 
$13.87/hour, RI, S1, 3 days/
week (5.25 hours), 2 days/week 
(6.25 hours), replacing Kaylee 
Johnson, 12/3/2019; Kimber-
ly M Gerads, SHS, media aid, 
$16.42/hour, RIV, S1, 4.5 hours/
day, replacing Sarah Lukken, 
12/16/2019; Kristen Hein-
en, SMS, life skills substitute, 
$191.45/day, replacing Katie 
Vinje-Stark/Amanda Holstrom, 
12/16/2019; Kaylee Johnson, 
DSC-Early Childhood, child care 
attendant, $15.91/hour, RI, S4, 
5.25 hours (T, TH, F), 6.25 
hours  (M, W), replacing Marina 
Schroeder, 11/18/2019; Mallory 
Johnson, SMS, 5/6-grade Math 
Masters, $927 (2.25 percent), 
BA, Step A ($41,178), volunteer 
position previously, 12/1/2019; 
Daniel Mockenhaupt, SHS, ac-
companist, $16.82/hour, RV, S1, 
5 hours/week, replacing Aar-
on VanDanacker, 11/18/2019; 
Jesse Paggen, District, head 
custodian, $28.25/hour, RVIII, 
S7, new position, 12/2/2019; 
Christopher Schumer,  SMS, 
seventh-grade boys basketball, 
$2,615 (6.35 percent), BA, Step 
A ($41,178), replacing Jordan 
Gieske, 12/17/2019; Theresa 
Sievers, DSC-Early Childhood, 
SPED, $32.50/hour, increase 
in need through end of year, 
10/29/2019; Brock Swanson, 
SHS, ninth-grade girls basket-
ball, $4,324 (10.5 percent), BA, 
A (41,178), replacing Jake Smith, 
11/11/2019; Lori Tchida, ORE, 
head custodian, $26.74/hour, 
RVIII, S6, 8 hours/day, replacing 
Jesse Paggen, 12/2/2019. 

Leaves of Absence:

Robert Graham, SHS, cleaner, 
LOA, 12/1/19-12/18/19; Mon-
tana Peters, SMS, SPED, LOA, 
4/24/20-end of school year; Em-
ily Stoebe, SHS, SPED, LOA, 
4/27/20-end of school year; Mi-
chelle Traut, ORE, para, LOA, 
12/16/19-1/27/20; Kristen Uran, 
PME, teacher, LOA, 1/30/20-
2/19/20.

All in favor. Motion carried.

A motion was made by 
Snoberger and seconded by 
Byrd to ACCEPT AND APPROVE 
THE AUDIT FOR YEAR ENDING 
JUNE 30, 2019 AS PRESENTED. 
All in favor. Motion carried.

A motion was made by 
Marushin and seconded by 
Snoberger to APPROVE PRO-
POSED 2020-2021 ACADEMIC 
CALENDAR FOR SARTELL-ST.
STEPHEN SCHOOL ISD 748 AS 
PRESENTED.  All in favor. Mo-
tion carried.

A motion was made by Kram-
er and seconded by Marushin 
to APPROVE CLERICAL, PARA-
PROFESSIONAL, 284 MULTI-
UNIT, CERTIFIED STAFF & 
ECFE SENIORITY LISTS. All in 
favor. Motion carried.

A motion was made by 
Snoberger and seconded by 
Marushin to APPROVE THE 
CERTIFICATION OF THE 2019 
PAYABLE 2020 PROPERTY TAX 
LEVY IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$11,348,906.42. All in favor. Mo-
tion carried.

A motion was made by 
Snoberger and seconded by 
Byrd to APPROVE ARCHITEC-
TURAL SERVICES WITH JLG 
ARCHITECTS AS PRESENTED. 
All in favor. Motion carried.

Schedule Work Session and 
Committee Meetings:

Organizational Meeting – 
Monday, Jan. 6 – District Ser-
vices Center @ 6:30 p.m.

Board Work Session – Mon-
day, Jan. 6 – District Services 
Center @ 7 p.m.

Future Board Meeting - TBD
Committee Assignments were 

reviewed.

The Board took a five minute 
recess at 7:31 p.m. The meeting 
resumed at 7:35 p.m.

A motion was made by Ra-
den and seconded by Snoberg-
er TO CLOSE THE MEETING 
FOR NEGOTIATIONS STRATE-
GY PURSUANT TO MN STAT. 
13D.03. All in favor. Motion car-
ried. Business Services Director 
Joe Prom and Human Resources 
Director Bart Appleton were in-
vited to join the discussion.

A motion was made by 
Marushin and seconded by 
Kramer at 7:44 p.m. TO OPEN 
THE MEETING. All in favor. 
Motion carried.

A motion to ADJOURN THE 
MEETING AT 7:45 p.m. was 
made by Raden and seconded 
by Marushin.  All in favor.  Mo-
tion carried.  

/s/ Pamela Raden, clerk

Publish: Feb. 7, 2020
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Like fawning courtiers, U.S. Senators just 
handed over a crown: All hail, King Donald!

That impeachment nontrial was a very 
dark day for America.

The jaw-dropping moment of the farce 
came when Harvard law professor Alan Der-
showitz flailed his arms like a wind-up toy in 
his pretzel logic, which goes like this: In the 
Ukraine scheme, Trump was merely trying 
to expose Biden’s horrible corruption in or-
der to protect our nation from his (Biden’s) 
potential ascent to power. By helping him-
self get re-elected, you see, Trump was only 
trying to serve the national good – thus he 
committed no impeachable offense. Who 
can miss the bleak irony and blatant stupid-
ity of that insulting assertion?! Good thing 
Dershowitz is not a professor of logic.

Like a sandbox bully rewarded, this new-
ly consecrated president is crowing he has 
been exonerated once again. Now doubly 
emboldened, King Donald the Innocent will 
continue to erode the U.S. Constitution and 
imperil our democracy. With sickening self-
ishness, The Donald mistakes the world for 
one big real estate deal. This king must be 
deposed. There are 13 reasons, at least, why 
the Royal One should be voted off the island:

1: Indisputable facts show Trump tried 
to strong-arm Ukraine into announcing a 
phony Biden investigation. A corollary of 
that scheme, which begs investigation, is 
how Trump was possibly trying to weaken 
Ukraine’s security, making it a plum ripe for 
picking by his chum Vladimir Putin, one of 
the “strong leaders” he so admires.

2: The Mueller Report was a damning 
document that revealed Trump tried up to 10 
times to squelch the investigation into Rus-
sian meddling in the 2016 presidential elec-

tion. Trump’s top “legal” fixer, U.S. Attorney 
William Barr, released a candy-coated ver-
sion of the Report that too many gullibles 
were eager to believe.

3: A bumbling “foreign policy” based on 
personal whims and tantrum outbursts. The 
Donald’s charm offensive is long on offen-
sive, short on charm. It is, in a word, dan-
gerous.

4: Trump’s bad-mouthing of ObamaCare 
and legal maneuvers to deep-six it. Whatev-
er happened to Trump’s repeated promise 
of the Best Health Care in the History of the 
Whole Wide World?

5: Insidious attacks on the Department of 
Justice, the FBI, the State Department and 
intelligence agencies, sowing discord and 
undermining trust in the institutions we so 
depend upon for our – and the world’s – se-
curity.

6: A total lack of understanding of the 
U.S. Constitution and even an outright con-
tempt for it. Kings hate that messy tangle 
called democracy. It gets in their way so they 
try to rig (or abolish) elections.

7: The Wall. We need immigration reform 
and control, but this is not it. The Chinese, 
with their “Great Wall,” learned that lesson 
thousands of years ago.

8: The vicious cruelty of separating chil-
dren and parents at the border, aided and 
abetted by one of Trump’s most senior ad-
visors, the sinister immigrant-hater Stephen 

Miller.
9: The sabotage of NATO. At summit 

meetings, Trump strutted around like Mus-
solini with a sneering pout on his face 
among NATO nation leaders, making a fool 
of himself and alienating allies we need.

10: Trump’s ripping up the climate-change 
accords, combined with his reckless dis-
mantling of environmental regulations in 
tune with the big carbon-energy honchos.

11: His massive debt-producing tax cut for 
the Super Rich. It was the old trickle-down 
trick perpetrated against the have-nots ever 
since the 1980s “Greed is Good” Era. Trump 
bragged to glitzy guests at Mar-a-Lago that 
he’d just made them a lot of money.

12: King Donald’s grotesque narcissism. 
Everything He does (or tries to do) is the 
Best, the Biggest, the Greatest in History. 
In mental hospitals there are unfortunate 
folks suffering from delusions of grandeur 
far more realistic than The Donald’s bloated 
daydreams.

13: OK, here’s where Trump gets a nod. 
The economy is doing well, although in a 
lopsided way. There’s more to a great coun-
try than “strong economy.” A truly great 
nation is comprised first and foremost of 
strong, wise, compassionate, moral leader-
ship.

So, folks, put on those caps, the ones that 
say, “Make America Sane Again.” Then get 
ready to vote.

Meantime, Dear Leader, please consid-
er taking a quick bow now for your strong 
economy, then grab your crown and scur-
ry off to Fantasy Island where you can play 
wannabe king all by yourself to your heart’s 
content.

OpinionOpinion
Our View

Dennis 
Dalman

Reporter

An inaccurate census 
could put Minnesota’s 
representation at risk

Every 10 years, we get a chance to count 
how many people live in the United States. In 
addition to the basic count, we learn where 
people live and basic demographic information 
such as age, gender, race and ethnicity.  

Governments use that data to fund and 
plan a variety of social, educational and public 
safety expenses. Most importantly, the count 
is used to draw political boundaries and de-
termine our representatives at all levels of 
government.

Getting an accurate count is always import-
ant, but this year, an accurate count carries 
significant implications for Minnesota’s 5.6 
million people.

Latest population estimates show slower 
growth in Minnesota that could mean the state 
will lose a seat in the House of Representatives 
and one of its 10 Electoral College votes.

The census this spring will determine how 
the country’s 435 congressional seats are div-
vied up. Minnesota barely hung onto its eight 
seats after the last census in 2010, but its 
growth hasn’t kept pace with states such as 
Florida and Texas that are poised to gain seats.

Minnesota’s projected population could fall 
between 21,000 and 25,000 people short of 
keeping the seat. The new population esti-
mates illustrate the importance of an accurate 
census count this spring and summer, when 
every Minnesotan will be asked to fill out a 
census form online. Census letters go out in 
mid-March, and efforts to reach people who 
have not responded will continue until the end 
of July.

Growth is driven by births, deaths and mi-
gration. The number of births has remained 
low since the recession and there has been 
slower international immigration for several 
years, according to the consulting firm Election 
Data Services. The biggest swing in 2019 was 
a steep dive in the number of people arriving 
in Minnesota from other states, dropping from 
6,500 to nearly zero.

Minnesota’s population grew by about 0.6 
percent last year, or about 33,000 people. 
That was down slightly from 0.7 percent the 
prior year. Annual growth rates have generally 
hovered in that range since 2011, though they 
nearly reached 0.8 percent in 2017. Texas, by 
comparison, grew by about 1.3 percent last 
year.

Recent misguided attempts by the Trump 
Administration to add a citizenship question to 
the census may have created fear and distrust 
among recent immigrants and refugees.

Those concerns need to be addressed as a 
part of the effort for an accurate count. Words 
and deeds that are intended to make immi-
grants and refugees feel unwelcome may ulti-
mately backfire if an undercount results in the 
state losing representation and federal money.

State officials will learn if the state loses a 
House seat in December. During 2021, legisla-
tors and probably eventually the courts, will 
use the data to redraw district lines.

Local officials need to carry the message 
that everyone who lives here needs to be 
counted.

We all need to make sure our friends, fam-
ilies and neighbors participate in the census.

•••
The League of Women Voters is sponsoring 

2020 Census-Ensuring a Complete Count, at 1 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 12, at the St. Cloud Pub-
lic Library, 1300 St. Germain St.

Senators deliver crown: All hail, King Donald!

And then it was over, with a bang. 
The fall sports season ended with the last 
blasts of confetti canons after the Super 
Bowl. Fall, the most exciting sports sea-
son, features pro and college football and 
the World Series. When the NBA and 
NHL launch in the fall, every team has a 
chance to be champion.

But now it’s February and the excite-
ment is over. The Wolves and Wild slog 
through the last halves of their seasons, 
unlikely to make playoffs that are still 
more than two months away. It’s not yet 
time to fill out March Madness brackets.

I’m looking forward to baseball and 
soccer. The Twins report for spring train-
ing in a week. Minnesota United’s home 
season kicks off on March 15 and features 
five home games in March and April.

But mostly I’m thinking about baseball 
and the sport’s recent struggles with tech-
nology.

Major League Baseball’s investigations 
of sign-stealing tainted Houston’s 2017 
World Series win. The team’s owner fired 
manager A.J. Hinch and general manager 
Jeff Luhnow. The fallout continued to fall 
on other former players and coaches who 
had moved on to other teams. Red Sox 
manager Alex Cora and Mets manager 
Carlos Beltrán lost their jobs.

The sign-stealing scheme involved 
watching video from a center field cam-
era and relaying the catcher’s sign to the 
batter via a player in the dugout banging 
on a trash can. One or two bangs signaled 
off-speed pitches while no bang equaled a 
fastball. The scheme was a perfect match 
of high technology, low technology and a 
long tradition of sign-stealing.

The most famous instance of sign-steal-
ing happened on Bobby Thomson’s leg-
endary Shot Heard ‘Round the World that 
clinched the National League pennant for 
the Giants on Oct. 3, 1951.

The incident is reported in “Echoing 
Green: The Untold Story of Bobby Thom-
son, Ralph Branca and the Shot Heard 
Round the World.” Giants position coach 
Herman Franks used a telescope from 
the Giants clubhouse during a number 
of late-season games, including that one 
to relay the catcher’s signs. A buzzer was 
set up to alert someone in the Giants 
bullpen of the pitch call, and he would in 
turn relay it to the batter.

MLB’s most recent advance in technol-
ogy, the video review, opened the door to 
the Astros’ skullduggery. With the review 
rule, TV monitors appeared in dugouts 
and clubhouses, making sign-stealing, 
thanks to telephoto lenses on center field 
cameras, easy.

Generally, technology has not im-
proved sports, for either the players or 
the fans. There are only two technolog-
ical advances that have helped sports: 
lights so games could be played at night, 
allowing working people to enjoy games 
without skipping work, and jet travel re-
placing trains, bringing baseball to cities 
more distant than one-day train rides on 
the East Coast.

When the Metrodome replaced Met 
Stadium, Minnesota sports fans suffered 
their biggest technological failure. I pho-
tographed Bud Grant’s Vikings outside 
– in the mud, snow, rain, cold and heat. 
Photos from those games captured the es-
sence of football and the Vikings’ home-
field advantage. Then the games moved 
indoors to the sterile Metrodome where it 
was always 68 degrees, partly cloudy and 
the plastic grass was always green. The 
only worse place to watch sports is Tam-
pa Bay Rays’ Tropicana Field, a gloomy 
indoor dungeon in the Sunshine State.

After the sign-stealing scandal, MLB is 
again turning to technology to improve 
the game and speed up the action. This 
season, some minor league teams will 
experiment with an automated strike 
zone to replace calls by human umpires. 
Instead of a three-dimensional penta-
gon, the strike zone would be a two-di-
mensional space at the front of the plate. 
Umpires with earpieces will call balls and 
strikes based on ball-tracking technol-
ogy. The ump’s only real job will be to 
call “safe” or “out” in the rare play at the 
plate.

Modern society aims to eliminate all 
risk, errors and unfairness through reg-
ulations and government policy. What’s 
desirable for civil rights and justice is out 
of place in baseball.

I’ve got a better idea. Get rid of all the 
technology – except the lights and the jet 
planes – and just play the game. No more 
delays for video review, no more TVs in 
the dugout, no more ball-tracking tech. 
Just play ball. It’s a kids’ game, play it 
that way.

Get technology out of baseball
Mike 

Knaak
Editor
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ADOPTION
Southern California sunlit nursery 

awaits newborn.  Loving home, se-
cure future, devoted grand-parents ed-
ucational opportunity. Living expens-
es paid. Call Melissa 1(805) 253-3623 
or attorney 1(310) 663-3467. (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 

Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Competitive Offer! Nationwide FREE 
Pick Up! Call Now For a Free Quote! 
888-366-5659 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 

+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. 1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (MCN)

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ 
DIRECTV Choice All-Included Pack-
age. $59.99/month for 12 months. 185 
Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/
Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Call 1-844-245-2232 or 
satellitedealnow.com/MFCP. (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed. Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

COMPUTERS & SUPPLIES
COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAG-

NOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!  Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 EMER-
GENCY $20 OFF ANY SERVICE with 
coupon 42522! Restrictions apply. 
1-844-938-0797. (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT
REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER – 

Great opportunity to write for an 
award-winning tri-weekly newspaper 
in a vibrant, diverse community. We 
have an immediate opening for a 
full-time creative, accurate, driven sto-
ry-teller. Storm Lake offers natural re-
sources, a four-year university, lots of 
celebrations and cultural events, and a 
very involved population that helps us 
to dive deep into the big social issues 
of our day. We strive to be unique! 
Our newspaper is a consistent award 
winner, including many INA General 
Excellence awards as one of the top 
publications in our state. Come join 
us. Send a resume, work samples and 
references to Storm Lake Pilot-Tri-
bune, P.O. Box 1187, Storm Lake, IA, 
50588, or email to kvanderwoude@
stormlakepilottribune.com. (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free in 

24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to 
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National 
Debt Relief 855-995-1557. (MCN)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE 
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax 
returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 855-211-8684 (MCN)

Struggling With Your Private Stu-
dent Loan Payment? New relief pro-
grams can reduce your payments. 
Learn your options. Good credit not 
necessary. Call the Helpline 855-238-
4594 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Eastern) 
(MCN)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: 2016 John Deere Com-

bine- Model S670, excellent condition, 
600 separator hours, well equipped. 
Located in Southern Minnesota. 507-
236-6538 (MCN)

Trailer Sale! Spare tire just $20.00 
with purchase of Any single axle 
Trailer. 6’X12� V-nose Ramp door car-
go $3,299.00; 7’X16� V-nose ramp 
door $5,199.00; CM 3 Horse Alumi-
num SlantClose-Out $12,399.00; Tow 
Dollies: TriState Carports, Barns & 
Garages Now Availble!  140 trailers 
In-Stock for prices & information goto:  
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com or 
515-972-4554. (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Stay in your home longer with an 

American Standard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-855-372-3080 or visit www.walkin-
tubquote.com/midwest (MCN)

Are you or a loved one suffer-
ing from Depression, Anxiety, PTSD, 
OCD, Bipolar Disorder, Addictions or 
other mental or behavioral disorders?  
Our inpatient treatment services can 
help you reclaim your life and get 
back on track.  We work with most 
PPO insurances.  Please call 319-900-
6879 (MCN)

Full Spectrum, CBD Rich Hemp 
Oil. Known to help reduce stress 
& anxiety, improve sleep, manage 
chronic pain. Lab Tested. USA Grown 
not Overseas. 100% Money Back 
Guarantee. Save Over 33% CALL 
NOW: 1-877-233-4232 (MCN)

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS**  Give your life a lift with 
an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now for 
$250 OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure!  1-877-358-
0034 (MCN)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
NOT just a discount plan, REAL cover-
age for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-973-
9175 for details. www.dental50plus.
com/midwest 6118-0219. (MCN)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-716-2411. (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  Page 

Publishing will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why wait?  
Call now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)

Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular & 
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 1-888-
981-5761. (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  

Receive maximum value of write off 
for your taxes.  Running or not!  All 
conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  
Call for details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES 
for uninsured and insured drivers.  Let 
us show you how much you can save!  
Call 855-648-7642. (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advisors help 
find solutions to your unique needs 
at no cost to you. Call 1-888-894-7038 
(MCN)

Unable to work? Denied benefits? 
We Can Help! Strong recent work 
history needed. Call to start your 

application or appeal today! 1-866-
276-3845 –Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503. (MCN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!  
Compare 20 A-rated insurances com-
panies.  Let us do the shopping & 
save you time & money.  Get a quote 
within minutes.  Average savings of 
$444/year!   Call 855-697-1892.  (M-F 
8am-8pm Central). (MCN)

PROTECT YOUR HOME AND FAM-
ILY with Vivint Smart Home. Call 844-
500-8711 today to receive a FREE $50 
GIFTCARD with your purchase. Use 
promo code: FREE50. (MCN)

PERSONALS
Meet singles right now! No paid 

operators, just real people like you. 
Browse greetings, exchange messages 
and connect live. Try it free. Call now: 
855-651-0114. (MCN)

Wanna flirt and have some fun? 
Livelinks is the best chatline for meet-
ing real singles who know how to 
have a good time! Call Livelinks and 
make a real connection. 866-910-1044 
(MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
SPRING TRAVEL SPECIAL! 7 Day 

/ 6 Night Orlando + Daytona Beach 
Vacation with Hertz Rental Car Includ-
ed.  Only $398.00. Call 844-277-5137 
to Reserve. 12 Months to use. (MCN)

WANT TO BUY
Buying and selling any gold and 

silver items, collector coins, dia-
monds, gold jewelry, silver dollars, 
rare currency. No collection too big. 
Kuehl’s Coins, Fairmont, Minnesota, 
507-235-3886, 507-399-9982, open 10 
a.m. – 6 p.m. (MCN)

Letter to the editor
An open letter 
to Chief Justice Roberts, 
U.S. Senators

Leona Wieland, Sartell

The statement needed for 
decorum in the Senate Cham-
bers was noted.  How about 
holding responsible those who 
tell lies?

Repeating the lie about 
WMD got us into war with 
Iraq in 2003. The costs in mon-
ey and lives are reprehensible: 
$1.1 trillion, 4,000 American 
and 200,000 civilian lives. Do 
not allow lies to continue today.

Specifically, I refer to the 
lie about whether Republicans 
and/or President Trump were 

allowed to attend the House 
impeachment inquiry in the 
House lower chambers. To say 
they weren’t, as the lead lawyer 
for President Trump, Pat Cipol-
lone, said in opening state-
ments is a lie. Thank goodness 
Adam Schiff made note of it, 
but I fear it and other lies may 
be said again and again. Will 
you allow our democracy to 
crumble with such less than 
honorable behavior?  

Wake up, senators, to Ladies 
Liberty, Truth and Justice. Take 
off your earmuffs and blinders 
to the everyday reality of inde-
cency and disregard in private 
and public squares. There have 
been numerous character as-
sassinations. Do you fear that 
you too, senators, will be the 

next one called out? 
We send our military might 

forth to protect national secu-
rity. Service personnel willingly 
give their lives to uphold dem-
ocratic values, principles and 
laws. What in good conscience 
can you, our leaders do? You 
held up your hands and signed 
your names to be impartial, to 
support and defend the Con-
stitution. Tell us, your children 
and grandchildren that you will 
choose the better way. Honor 
truth, bringing light into the 
darkness of our republic and 
put a STOP to lies. Lead respon-
sibly to save our democracy.

In recent days as leaders 
seem oblivious to truth and 
justice as guiding principles, it 
is sad public discourse in meet-

ings and courtrooms exemplify 
a loss of civility, honor, kind-
ness and goodness. What’s to 
come of our country if we fail 
to uphold liberty and justice 
for all?

What’s ahead since U.S. Sen-
ators failed to get enough votes 
for witnesses and documents in 
the impeachment of President 
Trump?

Was it a fair trial?
Were Senators purposely de-

laying &/or denying truth?
Are Senators afraid of back-

lash for being conscientious?
If acting out of fear, is it 

possible it can be replaced 
with love? There is a consistent 
thought that Christians out-
number others in our country.  
If so, actions need to be in line 

with beliefs. “Love God and 
Neighbor as yourself.”

“There are only two emo-
tions: love and fear. All positive 
emotions come from love, all 
negative emotions from fear. 
From love flows happiness, con-
tentment, peace and joy. From 
fear comes anger, hate, anxiety 
and guilt. It's true there are only 
two primary emotions, love and 
fear. But it's more accurate to 
say there is only love or fear, 
for we cannot feel these two 
emotions together, at exactly the 
same time. They're opposites. If 
we're in fear, we are not in a 
place of love. When we're in a 
place of love, we cannot be in a 
place of fear.”

– Elisabeth Kubler-Ross

People
Three area students have 

been named to the dean’s list at 
the University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse for the fall semester. The 
students are Hannah Yackley 
of St. Stephen and Neal Ben-
son and Kaleb Myhrwold of 
Sartell. To be eligible, students 
must have earned not less than 
a 3.5 semester grade-point aver-
age and carried a minimum of 
12 credits.

Megan Bachman of Sartell 
graduated from Harding Uni-
versity in Searcy, Arkansas. 
Bachman received a master’s 
degree in physician assistant 
studies during the ceremony on 
Dec. 14.

Austin Sura of Sartell has 
been named to the fall dean’s 
list in the College of Engineer-
ing at the University of Notre 
Dame (Indiana). Students who 
achieve this honor represent 
the top 30 percent of students 
in their college.

Four Sartell students have 
been named to the fall semester 
dean’s list at the University of 
Wisconsin-Eau Claire. The stu-
dents are Elizabeth Botz, Ni-
cole Lindmeier, Jordan Mare-
ck and Emma Zenzen.

Eleven Sartell students 
have been named to the fall 
semester dean’s list at the Col-
lege of St. Scholastica. Dean’s 

list members have achieved 
a 3.75 grade-point average or 
higher. The students are Ri-
ley Ahrndt, Lauren Buchholz, 
Diana Deuel, Emma Janu, 
Andrew Lakmann, Kelli Lo-
scheider, Madeline Meier, 
Rebecca Myrum, Tonya Paul, 
Lynette Schreifels and Sarah 
Symanietz. 

Taylor Buske and Anna El-
lis of Sartell have been named 
to the fall semester dean’s list 
at Iowa State University, Ames.  
Students named to the list must 
have earned a grade-point aver-
age of at least 3.50 while car-
rying a minimum of 12 credit 
hours of graded course work.

Five Sartell students have 

been named to the University 
of North Dakota-Grand Forks 
dean’s list for fall semester.  To 
qualify, a student’s grade-point 
average must be in the top 15 
percent. The students are Mck-
enzie Fossen, Anna Miller, 
Katelyn Stalboerger, Patrick 
Stalboerger and Tyree Thomp-
son.

Emily Baxa of Sartell, a stu-
dent at Northwestern College in 
Orange City, Iowa, has earned 
a spot on the dean’s list for the 
fall semester. The dean’s list 
is comprised of students who 
have achieved a grade-point 
average of 3.50 or higher while 
carrying a minimum of 12 grad-
ed hours. Baxa is a senior ele-

mentary education major and 
is the daughter of Diana and 
Donald Baxa.

Morgan Anderson of Sartell 
was named to the fall dean’s 
list at Augustana University, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The 
list recognizes full-time stu-
dents who have a minimum 
of 12 credit hours with grade-
point averages at 3.5 or higher.

Madeline Thieschafer of 
Sartell was named to the fall 
dean’s list at Hamline Univer-
sity, St. Paul. Students who 
achieve this honor hold a 3.5 
grade-point average or higher 
while maintaining a full course 
load.
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Were here to help!
• ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCE PLANS – 

Preferred in a variety of insurance plans including 
HealthPartners.

• READYMED – automatic re�lls, when due and 
noti�cations when they are ready.

• MED SYNC – get all of your prescriptions re�lled
on a single, convenient day each month.

• VACCINATIONS AVAILABLE – no appointment 
necessary.

• FREE MAIL SERVICE – Local delivery offered in 
select locations.

St. Cloud area residents,
need a new Pharmacy?

TRY ONE OF
OUR 8 AREA 
PHARMACIES!

707 First Avenue N
Sartell MN 56377
(320) 656-8888

1725 Pine Cone Road S
Sartell MN 56377
(320) 258-4942
110 First Street S
Sauk Rapids MN 56379
(320) 240-9777
2118 8th Street N
St. Cloud MN 56303
(320) 255-0054
900 Cooper Avenue S
St. Cloud MN 56301
(320) 252-1515
1001 4th Street SE
St. Cloud MN 56304
(320) 258-0155
1500 Elm Street E
St. Joseph MN 56374
(320) 271-1135
113 South Waite Ave
Waite Park MN 56387
(320) 259-1148

St. Cloud area residents,St. Cloud area residents,TRY ONE OFTRY ONE OFTRY ONE OFTRY ONE OFTRY ONE OFTRY ONE OFTRY ONE OFTRY ONE OFTRY ONE OF

We make
transfers
easy!
Simply call or stop
by to start the
process and 
we’ll do the rest. 

together, our son Caden, who 
is in Sartell Middle School, and 
Jacob act just like they’re both 
in middle school. I often say I 
have three children – Caden, 
Evie and Jacob. But I love it.”

Jacob is an electrician for 
Stearns County. Stefanie is a 
founder and co-owner of Hike 
Hoppers, a hiking/exploring 
group of women.

“Jacob,” she said, “has 
an amazing ability to create 
– drawing, woodworking. He 
even carved a bunch of candles 
for me years ago. And he is so 
funny, always keeping me and 
the kids laughing doing whim-
sical things.”

Stefanie recalled the time 
they were dating, early on, 
when Jacob picked her up at 
home and drove her around 
one winter day after blindfold-
ing her for a surprise. In his 
yard, he took the blindfold off 
and she instantly beheld a huge 
Valentine heart he’d “drawn” 
on the snow with colored wa-
ter.

Her heart, of course, melted.
In many ways, Stefanie’s 

personality is so different from 
Jacob’s.

“I was always so, so serious, 
working two jobs, always look-

ing for a sense of direction and 
accomplishment,” she said. “I 
was a bit rigid and very orga-
nized. He was always filled 
with humor and that whimsi-
cal creativity. But that is good 
because we balance each other 
nicely.”

The Rothstein family loves to 
travel and take hiking trips.

In Hawaii in late January, the 
couple enjoyed sunrise hikes 
along steep volcanic forests and 
soaked up nature’s beauty at 
every step.

“Life can be all about sim-
plicity,” Stefanie said. “About 
being in the moment, opening 
up to what’s around you.”

contributed photo

This is a copy of the 1986 Val-
entine card Jacob Rothstein 
signed “Love, Jacob” and gave 
to his sweetheart, Stefanie 
Krebs, in a kindergarten class 
in Albany.

Card
from page 7

'Stuart Little' is district book selection
Kindergarten through fourth-

grade students learned Jan. 31 
that this year’s book for Feb-
ruary’s Love to Read Month is 
“Stuart Little” by E.B. White.

Copies of the book were giv-
en to students at Oak Ridge 
and Pine Meadow Elementary 
schools. Students will follow 
the adventures of Stuart Lit-
tle each day by participating 
in literacy activities and build-
ing-wide trivia. 

The One District, One Book 
event is funded by the Sartell-St. 
Stephen Education Foundation 
and Oak Ridge and Pine Mead-
ow Elementary parent teacher 

organizations. For more infor-
mation about One District, One 
Book, visit the "Sartell-St. Ste-
phen One District, One Book" 
Facebook page or follow it in 
your Sartell-St. Stephen Schools 
mobile app.

Students, staff, families and 
community members are en-
couraged to spend the month 
reading, according to the school 
district.

“Stuart Little” is a 1945 
children's novel and is widely 
recognized as a classic in chil-
dren's literature. It is a realistic 
fantasy about a mouse-like hu-
man boy named Stuart Little.

Eighteen Sartell students 
have been named to the North 
Dakota State University fall 
semester dean’s list. The list 
recognizes students who earn 
a 3.5 grade-point average or 
higher. The students are Da-
vid Anderson, Katelyn Bunde, 
Dawson Coleman. Ryan Fern-
holz, Benjamin Grant, Mor-
gan Grasswick, Kyle Heying, 
Zachary Ittel, Samantha Kill-
mer, Elizabeth Kucala, Lauren 
Lauermann, Morgan Maselter, 
Bailey Offerdahl, Mitchell 
Rolek, Anna Schmitz, Chloe 
Spoden, Kirk Staiger, Sydney 

Thieschafer and Benjamin 
Yelle.       

Forty-five Sartell students 
have been named to the fall 
semester dean’s list at St. Cloud 
State University. To be eligible 
for the honor, students must 
have a grade-point average of 
3.75 or higher. The students are 
Mikayla Abbott, Nikita Ash-
irov, Courtney Beck, Casey 
Becker, Riley Buck, Kyle Cie-
linski, Tyler Cronquist, Cara 
Czech, Ahmed Doudin, Kyle 
Erickson, Jordan Giulio, Paige 
Grabow, Alexis Haas, Angel-
ica Hagen, Christine Hen-
ning, Anna Hince, Seth Jun-
gels, Emmitt Kotaska, An-
thony Kuefler, Anna Lehto,-
Amanda Lengyel, Michael 
Lindstrom, Kalli Marthal-
er, Kayleen Martins, Alex 
Mayer, Jackson Miller, Chris-
ten Neil, Courtney Ol-
und, Taylor Pearson, Cera 
Perrault, Darien Prow, Greg-
ory Renner, Laurie Robles 
Ramirez, Gabrielle Schla-
gheck, Nathan Schmidt, Me-
gan Sieben, Aaron Soder-
holm, Addison Stavos, Kath-
erine Strand, Alexis Stre-
it, Rachel Taszarek, Jennifer 

Thompson, Jarrett Weispfen-
nig, Marisa Wood and Morgan 
Zakrajshek.

Thirty-one Sartell students
have been named to the St. 
Cloud Technical & Communi-
ty College fall semester presi-
dent’s list and dean’s list. Pres-
ident’s list students earn a 4.0 
grade-point average and dean’s 
list students earn a grade-point 
average from 3.5 to 3.99.

The president’s list students 
are Tyler Anderson, Brandon 
Blotnicki, Jason Conley, Tatum 
Decker, Haley Fladung, Bran-
don Hejhal, Thomas Lee, Wil-
liam Lenneman, Lois Miran-
da Perez, Jennifer Morisette, 
Janey Peterson, Jasmine Sam-
uelson, Treydon South, Jarron 
Walther, Amanda Woods and
Kaitland Zotz.

The dean’s list students 
are Brian Amundson, Hannah 
Bous, Haley Chisum, Saman-
tha Clark, Shelby George, Alex-
is Hollermann, Jaeger John-
son, Jason Johnson, Pise-
thrainsey Khorn, Timothy 
Koopman, Mason LeMieur, Su-
sannah O’Donoghue, Yeli 
Ouattara, Amber Schafer and
Alexis Senn. 

Newsleaders Editor Mike 
Knaak was honored with an 
award in the annual Minne-
sota Newspaper Association 
contest.

Knaak won second place 
for columnists in the contest 
among the state’s 300 weekly 
and daily newspapers.

The award was for a selec-
tion of columns that included 
the conclusion of the Wetter-
ling case, Rep. Tom Emmer’s 
rising status in the Republican 
Party and local women who 

have led the 
quest for gen-
der equality 
in sports.

There were 
more than 
3,900 entries 
in the contest, 
judged by 
journalists in 
Indiana.

The awards were presented 
Jan. 30 during the association’s 
annual convention in Brooklyn 
Park.

Knaak

Newsleaders editor wins award

People




