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COVID spikes block local playoff hopes
by Heidi L. Everett
news@thenewsleaders.com

As COVID cases spiked in 
Minnesota, Apollo volleyball 
players are among the many 
student-athletes who feel 
blocked by new requirements 
to slow the spread.

A four-week time-out from 
all adult and youth athletic 
events was just one of many 
new requirements announced 
Nov. 18 by Minnesota Gov. Tim 
Walz. 

The team was having a good 
season with two final matches 
planned the week of Thanks-
giving before playoffs started 
Dec. 1. Those games were can-

celed like many others this sea-
son.

“It’s disappointing, but I 
understand why it has to be 
done,” said Sean Roquette, 
head volleyball coach at Apollo 
High School.

“This has been a roller coast-
er ride since August,” Roquette 
said, with the Minnesota State 
High School League first an-
nouncing that fall sports would 
be delayed until spring and 
then announcing fall sports 
would be played in fall.

“We’ve had many highs and 
lows,” Roquette said, “and just 
when you think you are out of 
the woods, the season endsa-
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Sean Roquette, head volleyball coach of the Apollo Eagles, 
takes a time out with players during one of the few games that 
got played this season.

Suspect charged with 6 felonies after assault
by Heidi L. Everett
news@thenewsleaders.com

A suspect who assaulted 
a state trooper and spurred a 
daylong manhunt that locked 
down St. John’s University 
and Preparatory School cam-
pus Nov. 19 faces six felony 
charges and one misdemean-
or.

According to reports from 
the Minnesota State Patrol, 
Devan Dajon Wilson, 29, was 
arrested without incident at 
around 6:30 p.m. Thursday 
evening on the campus of St. 
John’s University.

The manhunt for Wilson 
began just after 7:30 a.m. on 
I-94.

According to a criminal 
complaint, a state trooper 
first encountered Wilson in 
a vehicle parked on the side 
of I-94   northwest of Avon 
around 7 a.m. The troop-
er said Wilson was sleeping 
and several bottles of alcohol 
were in the car.

The trooper states Wilson 
showed impairment on a 
field sobriety test, then had 
a result of 0.147 on a breath-
alyzer test, according to the 

complaint. When the trooper 
told Wilson he was under 
arrest for DWI, the complaint 
states Wilson punched the 
trooper in the face and fled 

the scene in his vehicle.
After Wilson left the scene, 

officers from multiple agen-
cies began a search of the 
area. The complaint states 
Albany's police chief spotted 
the car at about 8 a.m. in a 
mobile home park and fol-
lowed the vehicle onto east-
bound I-94. As additional 
squad cars joined the pursuit, 
the complaint states Wilson's 
vehicle reached speeds of 90 
miles per hour. Stop sticks 
were used to puncture the 
vehicle's tires near the I-94 
exit to St. John's University.

According to the com-
plaint, Wilson jumped out 
of his car and ran into the 
woods near the university, 
prompting St. John's to lock 
down the campus.

Around 11 a.m., author-
ities were alerted to a bur-
glary in one of the univer-
sity dorms, where a suspect 
matching Wilson's descrip-
tion entered a room, threat-
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School district financially healthy, fighting for funds
by Heidi L. Everett
news@thenewsleaders.com

The St. Cloud Area School 
District’s independent auditor 
gave the district positive news 
at its Nov. 18 Board of Educa-
tion meeting.

“It’s a clean bill of health, 
if you will,” said Nancy Schul-
zetenberg of BergenKDV.

The report noted that 
per-pupil funding from the 

state would garner the same 
annual increase that it’s been 
receiving since 2016, 2 percent. 
The total amount of property 
taxes the school district has 
collected has been consistent 
during the last three years. The 
school district’s largest expense 
is focused on students, with 
64 percent of expenditures on 
instruction. And finally, fund 
balances are in a positive posi-
tion, Schulzetenberg said.

Expenditures per student 
were above the state average 
in 2019, largely in part to facil-
ities spending following a fire 
at Apollo High School in 2018. 
Consistent special-education 
expenses that are not covered 
by the state also amplify expen-
ditures. In 2020, however, ex-
penditures per student are more 
in line with the state average.

The report also noted Dis-
trict 742 continues to serve 

fewer students who live within 
district boundaries. Since 2016, 
just more than 800 students 
have moved within the bound-
aries of the district for a total 
of 13,231 potential students. 
In 2020, the district is serving 
9,975 students, which reflects a 
drop of 79 students from 2019. 
This drop in students served 
impacts the budget by reducing 
per-pupil funding, among other 
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Law enforcement from the St. Joseph and St. Cloud Police De-
partments, Stearns County Sheriff and State Troopers had St. 
John’s University and Prep School campus on lockdown for 
several hours as they searched for a suspect who fled a traffic 
stop after assaulting a state trooper.

Market canceled
due to Covid-19

Sartell Farmers Market canceled 
for Dec. 5 due to the current Covid 
situation. If you need any items 
from our vendors, please feel free 
to contact them directly. Contact 
information available on sartell-
farmersmarket.org or Facebook.

Be a Santa to a senior
with Home Instead

Home Instead is looking for 
volunteers to Be a Santa to a Se-
nior. Home Instead is teaming up 
with Amazon Business to create a 
contactless gift-giving experience 
for volunteers and recipients. Visit 
BeASantatoaSenior.com and enter 
your zip code to view Wish Lists 
for local seniors in the area which 
are available on Amazon Busi-
ness through Dec. 11. A person-
alized greeting can be included 
with the gift which will be shipped 
directly to the senior. Be a Santa 
to a Senior trees also can be found 
at Lunds & Byerly’s, 2510 W. Divi-
sion St., Waite Park, MN 56301.

Give thanks to veterans
and service members

United Way of Central Minne-
sota invites you to help celebrate 
the upcoming holiday season with 
those service members near and 
far. Through November, please 
take two minutes to write a thank 
you note, share a story or simply 
express your gratitude for veterans 
and service members by leaving 
a message. These messages will 
be distributed locally as well as 
mailed to our deployed troops. Vis-
it https://www.unitedwayhelps.
org/volunteer to complete your 
online card today! Contact Mary, 
United Way of Central Minneso-
ta at mkrippner@unitedwayhelps.
org.

Crisis nursery
has holiday needs

Lutheran Social Service Crisis 
Nursery is in need of the follow-
ing items: Diapers (newborn, size 
4-6, various sizes of pull-ups), and 
children’s winter wear sizes 4T-12 
years. This includes coats, hats, 
gloves and boots 0-12 years old. 
Contact LSS Crisis Nursery to set 
up a drop-off time at 320-654-1090.

Schools seeking
reading tutors

Sartell and St. Joseph schools 
are in need of reading tutors for the 
current school year. Reading tutors 
are in higher demand this school 
year due to challenges related to 
distance learning. Three Minnesota 
Reading Corps tutors are still being 
sought for Sartell and St. Joseph 
schools. Anyone interested in serv-
ing is encouraged to apply by Dec. 
18 at readingandmath.net or by 
calling 866-859-2825.
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bruptly.”
“From day one, we’ve been 

taking it day by day,” he said. 
“We committed to enjoying ev-
ery practice, every game, every 
time we could be in the gym 

together.”
Apollo Junior Aaliyah Mixte-

co of St. Joseph said they were 
never sure how many games 
they were going to get.

“We always knew that we 
didn’t know what would hap-
pen next, if tomorrow was go-
ing to be our last day,” she said. 
“So we always played like it 
was our last day.”

That last day came just two 

matches before playoffs.
“Obviously, we are bummed 

that the season’s over,” Mixteco 
said. “But we are happy with 
the outcomes since we had a 
better season than we’ve had 
in years.”

The new COVID restrictions 
were announced as the spread 
of COVID-19 skyrocketed 
across the state, and hospitals 
voiced concern about the abil-
ity to treat those who fall ill, 

the governor's office reported. 
In addition to the volleyball 
season ending early, girls’ and 
boys’ basketball seasons have 
been delayed.

The Apollo Eagles volleyball 
team understood the serious-
ness of the situation.

“As coaches, we are so proud 
of these players," Roquette 
said. "They’ve taken COVID 
seriously. They decided to wear 
masks in practice and do what 
they needed to do to keep their 
teammates safe. Kudos to these 
players, and the way they’ve 
handled the uncertainty with 
such dignity and grace.”
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AUTO BODY REPAIR
Auto Body 2000

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)
St. Joseph • 320-363-1116

DENTISTRY
Drs. Styles, Cotton & Milbert Laser Dentistry 

26 2nd

 

Ave. NW
St. Joseph • 320-363-4468

ELECTRICAL

 

HI-TEC Electric • St. Joseph
Residential • Commercial

Remodeling • General Services
320-363-8808 • 320-980-0514

EYECARE
Russell Eyecare &

 

Associates
15 E. Minnesota St., Ste. 107 

St. Joseph • 320-433-4326

TRUCKING
Brenny Transportation, Inc.

Global

 

Transportation Service
St. Joseph • 320-363-6999 

www.brennytransportation.com

Call the St. Joseph Newsleader at 320-363-7741 
if you would like your business included. Check out the online Business Directory 

at thenewsleaders.com which hyperlinks to each business’ website.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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YOUR INDUSTRY
Your Business

Address
City • Phone • Website

Rothstein Christmas Tree Farm
Located next to Thomsen Greenhouse

Open weekends or by appointment 
from Thanksgiving until Christmas

320-363-7828
29765 156th Ave. • St. Joseph

9 a.m.-dusk

Kids enjoy free candy  canes!

Income guidelines apply.

We are accepting applications 
for two-bedroom and t ree

edroom townhomes in St. 
Joseph, a m lti amil

development with close 
amenities and entertainment, 

nestled in a quiet residential area.
Rent based on income.

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
320-557-0195 or email

ccrossing@brutgerequities.com

Professionally managed by

CARLSON
CROSSING

TOWNHOMES

VIRTUAL CONNECTIONS WITH 
LSS COMPANION SERVICES

Trusted Support
• Ongoing, friendly phone or video visits with a 

    trained companion can help in this time of social distancing

Volunteer Companion opportunities
 • Make a di�erence from home via phone or video chat. 
   Virtual training is provided.

Contact Janel Heinen at 320.241.5173
 or email Janel.Heinen@lssmn.org

www.lssmn.org
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Aaliya Mixteco of St. Joseph said the Apollo Eagles played 
every day like it was their last day because of the uncertainty 
with COVID.

COVID
from front page
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On the defense against Sartell Oct 29 are (left to right) Junior 
Captain Noelle Hackenmueller and Senior Kathryn Blommel.

ened a male victim and stole 
his clothes, car keys and a 
cell phone.

Around 6:30 p.m., Wil-
son was found hiding under 
some stairs.

No force was used when 
Wilson was taken into cus-
tody. He was transported to 
St. Cloud hospital for obser-
vation and then booked into 
the Stearns County Jail.

The state trooper had sur-
gery Nov. 20 for three jaw 
fractures.

Kay Richter, who works in 
admissions at the university 
and has two children at the 
prep school, was on campus 
Thursday.

“Although I never felt un-
safe or in danger, it was a bit 
of an anxious day,” she said. 
“I, like the other people in 
my office, spent a majority 
of the day in my office with 
the door closed and locked.”

Richter said law enforce-
ment went office to office 
making sure the suspect 
wasn’t inside buildings. 
“They were courteous and 
calming,” she said.

“I was glad the prep school 
was doing distance learning 
and I didn’t need to worry 
about my kids being on cam-
pus,” Richter added. “I’m 
grateful everything turned 
out OK.”

Wilson faces six felony 
charges, including assault of 
a peace officer, assault with 
substantial bodily harm, flee-
ing a peace officer, burglary, 
threats of violence and ag-
gravated robbery. He also 
faces a misdemeanor DWI 
charge.

Suspect
from front page
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Lost cat? Stray cat? Who you gonna call?
by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

This time of year, you see in 
your yard a cat that looks lost, 
as if it’s looking for something 
to eat, for a warm place to cud-
dle up, for a shelter from the 
storm.

After some thought, you de-
cide maybe to try to capture it 
to save its life. But then what?

The first thing to do is to 
call the Tri-County Humane So-
ciety and tell them about the 
cat, said Anna Stratton, cus-
tomer-service manager for the 
TCHS.

By sharing information 
about the cat, TCHS animal 
experts can help determine if 
the cat may be a domesticated 
animal that is lost or one that 
was abandoned or if the crea-
ture may be a feral (wild) cat.

Another good reason to call 
immediately is the TCHS keeps 
track of each call and each cat 
description so if the cat is lost, 
the owner can be contacted. 
Many owners who cannot find 
their cats call the TCHS, so 
their information is on record, 
too. What’s more, many lost 
cats have been equipped with 
an implanted micro-chip that 

can be read electronically at 
the TCHS, so its owner can be 
notified if/when the cat has 
been found.

As a rule, feral cats are leery, 
suspicious and will not ap-
proach people; they’ll run off 
in fright.

“There are lots of them in 
this area,” Stratton said.

It is OK to feed feral cats and 
provide some kind of warm 
shelter (like a big box lined 
with blankets), but people 
should avoid trying to touch or 
pick up a wild cat. They often 
carry diseases, including possi-
bly rabies.

Female feral cats, of course, 
will sometimes have litters of 
kittens. Those kittens can usu-
ally be “saved” (socialized with 
humans) if rescued within six 
or so weeks after their births.

As the weather gets cold-
er, the “cat problem” increas-
es, Stratton noted. Put simply, 
there are just not enough cages 
to hold all the surrendered cats 
and kittens. While the humane 
society does have a successful 
foster program, there are still 
not enough resources to handle 
a big influx of cats or kittens.

If someone does plan to cap-
ture a cat in a live-trap cage, 

that person should immediately 
call TCHS and discuss the plan 
with staff. That way, an ap-
pointment can be made and a 
cage made available.

Animal experts believe it is 
inhumane to keep a feral cat in 
a cage for much more than a 
day or two because the animal 
becomes extremely stressed in 
confinement, Stratton noted. 
For years, feral cats brought to 
the TCHS often had to be eu-
thanized as they simply could 
not be domesticated. In more 
recent years, such cats would 
be placed on farms to become 
“barn cats” after being spayed 
or neutered.

Stratton said other signs of 
feral cats include the following:

• The critter will approach to 
eat food left out for them, but 
they will run off as if terrified 
if a human approaches them 
while feeding. (In some cas-
es, however, domesticated but 
abandoned cats can show that 
kind of fear, too.)

• Feral cats tend not to 
meow at all whereas domesti-
cated cats will usually meow 
around people.

“Feral cats are very resource-
ful,” Stratton said. “They have 
an ability to find food and shel-

ter, like other animals such as 
rabbits and squirrels. But feral 
cats usually have shorter life 
spans than domesticated cats.”

Typically, at any given time, 
there are about 100 cats up for 
adoption at the TCHS, Stratton 
said.

Stratton has been with the 
TCHS for 13 years and consid-
ers the staff and customers to 
be a close-knit community with 
a “ma-and-pa” family feel, she 
noted.

“It’s great for our staff mo-
rale knowing animals here are 
as comfortable as they can pos-
sibly be,” she said. “It’s always 
a learning experience, and it’s 
ever-evolving.”

The new building at its east 
St. Cloud site is twice the size 
of the previous facility and is 
working out so well, said Strat-
ton, with more room for the 
animals and for the staff.

Stratton emphasized once 
again her advice about ani-
mal-surrender procedures:

“Call us immediately and we 
can set up a plan,” she said.

The number for TCHS is 320-
252-0896.

To learn more about ani-
mals, adoption and volunteer 
opportunities or to donate, visit 

the TCHS site at tricountyhu-
manesociety.org.

TCHS also has a pressing 
need for more foster-home 
volunteers for injured or sick 
animals, pregnant animals, or-
phaned animals, socialization 
times and to care for animals 
where there are overflow sur-
renders during peak periods.

Information about what it 
takes to be a foster “parent” is 
on the TCHS website.

In 2019, the TCHS fostered 
out 1,161 animals, placed 
for adoption 3,668 animals, 
spayed/neutered 2,214 ani-
mals and performed surgery 
on 2,350.

contributed photo

Up for adoption, “Pretty Girl” 
is one of many cats at the 
Tri-County Humane Society 
that needs a forever home. 
Pretty Girl is a spayed female 
domestic shorthair/mix who 
is about 2.5 years old.

Catholic Community Schools move to distance learning
by Heidi L. Everett
news@thenewsleaders.com

St. Joseph Catholic School 
and St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
School in Sartell, along with 
their sister schools in the Cath-
olic Community Schools sys-
tem, will begin distance learn-
ing Nov. 30 with the hopes for 
a possible return to in-person 

learning Jan. 19. 
"We know people will be 

gathering over the holidays, al-
though hopefully to a lesser 
degree," said Scott Warzecha, 
president of CCS. "For this rea-
son, our projected return date 
has been calculated to get us 
through the New Year week-
end with an additional 14 days 
following it to ensure that we 

are giving our students the best 
possible outcome for returning 
safely to in-person learning."

COVID-19 case growth in the 
St. Cloud metro area is among 
the highest in the nation.

Catholic Community Schools 
is a consolidated school system 

in the St. Cloud metro area that 
includes: St. Joseph Catholic 
School (St. Joseph), St. Francis 
Xavier Catholic School (Sartell), 
All Saints Academy (St. Cloud), 
Cathedral Middle and High 
School (St. Cloud), Holy Cross 
School (Pearl Lake/ Marty), St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton School (St. 
Cloud), St. Katharine Drexel 
School (St. Cloud), St. Mary 
Help of Christians School (St. 
Augusta) and St. Wendelin's 
Catholic School (Luxemburg/
St. Augusta).

Newsleaders seeks GoFundMe donations
During these turbulent times, advertising support has dwindled. 

The Newsleaders wants to continue providing up-to-the-minute lo-
cal coverage both on our website and in print. Please help support 
the Newsleaders by viewing/contributing to our GoFundMe page 
on Facebook. Thank you to our recent contributors! Any amount 
is greatly appreciated.
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For Urgent 
Orthopedic Injuries

320-257-STAT

Sartell & South St. Cloud

StCloudOrthopedics.com/OrthoDirect

Ask for

8805 Ridgewood Court, St. Joseph
beelineservice.com

  320-363-1433
Auto, Truck, RV & Trailer Repair

320-258-3094
6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

realifecoopmuellergardens.org

Independent Living  • Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Secure Community • Maintenance Free
Enjoy Friendship and Social Activities

Independent Living  • Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Find your new home here!

55+ Senior Housing Community

6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud

Realife Cooperative 
at Mueller Gardens

3333 W. Division Street, Suite 500 • St. Cloud
chrisz@mynationalbroker.com

Chris Zack
Agent/Owner

Home & Auto
Specialists!

320-363-0007

People

Sarah Gainey has been 
named non-formal Environ-
mental Educator of the Year by 
Minnesota Association for En-
vironmental Education. Gainey 
is the assistant director and 
education coordinator of preK-
12 education & volunteers at St. 
John’s Outdoor University. Not 
only has Sarah worked to pro-
vide education to school-aged 
students, she has also men-
tored more than a dozen Envi-
ronmental Education Fellows in 
addition to numerous college 
students and education volun-
teers. Due to the recent pan-
demic, Gainey had to transition 
last spring from in-person field 
trips to creating curriculum that 
students could complete from 
their homes, like “Nature Near 
Me,” a program aimed to sup-
port schools by providing envi-
ronmental education resources 
that create opportunities for 
students to engage with nature. 

Gainey has previously served 
on the board of MAEE, Minne-
sota Naturalists’ Association, 
and North American Associ-
ation for Environmental Edu-
cation. She also coordinates a 
science teacher’s network that 
offers networking events with 
professional development for 
teachers.

On behalf of St. John's Prep 
students in grades six through 
12, faculty and staff,  SJP Cam-
pus Ministry Director Br. Lu-
cian Lopez delivered 20 boxes 
and bags of food and $1,805 
in cash and checks to the St. 
Joseph Community Food Shelf. 
Families brought in non-per-
ishable food items including 
canned vegetables, bottles of 
juice, boxes of stuffing, dry 
biscuit mixes, cans of broth 
and cream of mushroom soup, 
and bags of potatoes. Other 
items included breakfast cereal, 
boxes of macaroni and cheese, 
containers of cookies and other 
kid-friendly favorites. This year 
the St. John's Prep food drive 
will serve 27 families in the St. 

Joseph community. The money 
was used to purchase turkeys, 
pies, buns and other perishable 
items.

Sarah Gainey and her two 
daughters

St. John’s Prep Campus Minis-
try Director Br. Lucian Lopez 
delivered enough food from 
this year’s food drive to feed 
27 families as well as a check 
for $1,800 to the St. Joseph 
Community Shelf.

Governor says 4-week dial back 
to control COVID spread
by Heidi L. Everett
news@thenewsleaders.com

Gov. Tim Walz announced a 
four-week dial back to control 
the spread of COVID-19 Nov. 
18.

This new guidance, which 
took effect Friday, Nov. 20, 
pauses all adult and youth 
sporting events, in-person so-
cial gatherings, dining, sports 
and fitness centers. Retail, sa-
lons, places of worship and 
other activities may continue to 
operate under current restric-
tions.

The new restrictions come 
as the spread of COVID-19 sky-
rockets across the state and 
hospitals voice concern about 
the ability to treat those who 
fall ill.

As of Nov. 19, St. Joseph had 
734 confirmed or probable cas-
es of COVID. Sartell had 1,333 
cases, and St. Stephen had 60 
cases, according to the Min-
nesota Department of Health 
dashboard by zip code.

Until Friday, Dec. 18, in-per-
son social gatherings with indi-
viduals outside your household 
are prohibited; bars and restau-
rants are dialed back to take-
out and delivery service only; 
gyms, fitness studios, enter-
tainment venues, event spaces 
and similar establishments will 
need to close; and adult and 
youth sports are paused. Retail 
businesses, salons and places 
of worship may continue to op-
erate with proper precautions 
in place. Childcare remains 
open. Schools will continue to 
operate under the Safe Learn-
ing Plan, which shifts between 
in-person, distance and hybrid 
learning depending on the lo-
cal conditions of the virus. All 
other current restrictions also 
remain in effect.

The pandemic has reached 
a concerning and dangerous 
phase throughout much of the 
Midwest this November. It took 
29 weeks to reach 100,000 in-
fections in Minnesota, and just 
six weeks after that to reach 

200,000. Less than three weeks 
after reaching 200,000 infec-
tions, Minnesota will reach 
300,000 infections.

“To all Minnesotans who are 
struggling to get by, I know this 
pandemic is devastating,” Walz 
said. “This pandemic is not fair. 
We need federal support to help 
keep our businesses afloat, our 
workers paid and our families 
with food on the table. I will 
continue to fight with every fi-
ber of my being for that support 
that you need and deserve.”

Food shelf
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Customer Service Representative/Scheduler
Owned by 13 rural electrical cooperatives, Heartland Security installs and services 
alarm systems and cameras in homes and businesses in central, western and 
southern Minnesota and northern Iowa. We are seeking the right candidate to 
serve as a customer service representative/scheduler in our Melrose, MN o�ce.

This is a full-time position with bene�ts. Prior alarm experience or technical 
experience is preferred. Please email resume with optional cover letter to admin-
sec@heartlandss.com. Heartland Security is an equal opportunity employer.

Responsibilities:
   • Answer phones and resolve customer concerns
   • Provide the highest quality of customer service via phone
   • Work with other departments to schedule installation/service appointments with 
customers in a timely manner and maintain a logical �ow of technician’s route. Utilize 
Sedona software to select appropriate technician and get appropriate documentation to 
technician. Ensure proper parts and equipment are available for technicians.
   • Review daily reports and notify customers of trouble conditions on alarm system
   • Troubleshoot security system issues with customers on the phone
   • Assist with inventory, closing and billing jobs and service tickets.
   • Follow up on noti�cations from response center from after-hours technical support
   • Assist with month-end reports
   • Perform other o�ce duties as assigned

Requirements:
   • High school graduate or equivalent. College education preferred.
   • Superior verbal and written communication skills
   • Ability to maintain con�dential information
   • Excellent customer-service and problem-solving skills
   • Ability to pass background check
   • Above-average computer skills to include Excel and Access
   • Ability to navigate software and/or take notes while speaking on the phone
   • Ability to multi-task with attention to accuracy and detail

Express has jobs! Get to know Express!
Three easy ways to apply

• ExpressJobs App
• Expresspros.com/stcloudmn

•320-251-1038 for on-the-spot interviews

Free COVID-19 app:
exposure notification 
by Heidi L. Everett
news@thenewsleaders.com

A free phone app is the latest 
tool announced by the Gover-
nor’s Office to help slow the 
spread of COVID in Minnesota.

In the press briefing, Tarek 
Tomes, Minnesota’s chief in-
formation officer, shared de-
tails about the app called 
COVIDaware MN.

COVIDaware MN runs on 
smartphones and notifies peo-
ple who have downloaded the 
app and opted into its ser-
vices if they have been near 
someone who tests positive for 
COVID-19.

The app also allows users 
to opt into sharing if they have 
had a positive COVID-19 test, 
so other users can be notified.

Data privacy was a hallmark 
of this apps development.

How it works
COVIDaware MN is a free 

app developed by Apple and 
Google that uses notification 
technology and Bluetooth.

Once downloaded from the 
iPhone App Store or the An-
droid Google Play Store, users 
opt-in to the notification sys-
tem. The app will generate an 
anonymous, random key for 
users’ phones. To help ensure 
these random keys can’t be 
used to identify a user’s loca-
tion, the keys change every 10 
to 20 minutes.

A user’s phone and the 
phones near it work anony-
mously in the background, 
using Bluetooth technology to 
exchange these privacy-pro-
tected keys. For example, if a 
user is shopping in a store and 
spends several minutes near 
another individual who has the 
app working on a phone, the 
phones exchange the keys. This 
is a passive process that begins 
once a user chooses to opt-in. 
It functions without the app 
open, and it won't drain a 
phone battery.

The app then checks for 
positive COVID-19 cases every 
day. Again, these anonymous 
positive cases are only shared 
if a user of the app opts-in to 
allow that information to be 
shared. On a daily basis, a us-
er’s phone downloads a list of 
all the anonymous keys asso-
ciated with positive COVID-19 
cases and checks them against 
the list of random keys a phone 

has encountered in the previ-
ous 14 days.

If there’s a match, the app 
will notify users if they may 
have been exposed to the coro-
navirus. In addition, the app 
will provide further instruc-
tions from the Minnesota De-
partment of Health about what 
is needed to be done to keep 
people around users safe.

How would the app 
know of a positive 
COVID test result?

If a user tests positive for 
COVID-19, they may choose to 
notify other COVIDaware MN 
app users.

To trigger such notifications, 
a user must enter a test verifi-
cation code generated by public 
health services and only used 
to enter a positive diagnosis in 
the COVIDaware MN app, if the 
user chooses to do so.

Once a test verification code 
is entered into the COVIDaware 
MN app, a risk calculation is 
made using the time, duration 
and Bluetooth proximity indica-
tor collected by the COVIDaware 
MN app for each contact event 
between COVIDaware MN app 
users. COVIDaware MN app us-
ers who are calculated to have 
been in close contact with the 
user who tested positive will re-
ceive an exposure notification.

Personal information is nev-
er collected, stored or shared 
with the State of Minnesota, 
Apple or Google.

What the app doesn’t do
Installing and using 

COVIDaware MN is voluntary 
and anonymous. The State of 
Minnesota never collects any 
personally identifiable informa-
tion from the app nor is per-
sonal information shared with 
others.

As noted on the app website, 
COVIDaware MN:
• Never tracks locations.
•  Never sends information to 

the Minnesota Department of 
Health without direct permis-
sion.

•  Never requires personal in-
formation such as a name or 
address.

•  Never sends information to 
Apple or Google.

•  Never accesses other informa-
tion on a phone.
To learn more about the app, 

visit covidawaremn.com

things.
Al Dahlgren, chair of the 

board’s finance and audit com-
mittee, commended district 
leadership for its fiscal respon-
sibility.

“Increased fund balance," he 
said, "shows incredible disci-
pline on the part of our ad-
ministrative team in controlling 
expenses.”

The fight for funds
Despite the fiscal discipline 

acknowledged, the St. Cloud 
district currently operates with 
a $12-million special-educa-
tion deficit and an addition-
al $2-million English language 
learning deficit, both of which 
are currently fully funded by 
money rerouted from the dis-
trict’s general education fund. 
The use of general education 
funds to provide state-mandat-
ed services and special-educa-
tion services creates an ongoing 
funding shortfall for general 
education.

Because of this, Dahlgren 
introduced a resolution to sup-
port Superintendent Willie Jett 

and his administration to en-
gage with St. Cloud Education-
al Rights Advocacy Council, a 
local organization that is suing 
the State of Minnesota in an ef-
fort to settle funding shortfalls 
in order to improve educational 
opportunities to all students in 
District 742.

The SCERAC suit argues 
the state constitution notes 
its number-one obligation is 
to create a uniform system of 
public schools, Dahlgren said. 
The suit cites a previous court 
ruling that suggests each school 
is funded in a way that they 
can provide an education that 
meets all state standards for all 
students. This funding would 
vary from district to district 
based on demographics rath-
er than a one-size-fits-all ap-
proach.

The St. Cloud Area School 
District is a “high-needs dis-
trict,” Dahlgren said. Within 
the school system boundaries, 
the community has poverty, 
new-to-country language learn-
ers and greater special needs.

“The district is severely un-
derfunded,” he said.

SCERAC is led by Jerry 
VonKorff, a former long-time 
school board member and local 
attorney. The suit was original-

ly filed in February 2019. Stea-
rns County District Court Judge 
Kris Davick-Halfen granted the 
state's motion to dismiss the 
lawsuit in September 2019.

But recently, on Nov. 9, the 
Minnesota Court of Appeals 
reversed the lower court’s de-
cision, noting SCERAC had the 
right to sue the state.

The next likely step in the 
process is to either enter nego-
tiations with the state for full 
funding or to have the state 
appeal this decision to the Min-
nesota Supreme Court.

The resolution introduced 
and passed Nov. 18 gives per-
mission for district leadership 
to engage with SCERAC during 
the suit.

“Let’s have the state use our 
district as a test to see what it 
takes to educate all students to 
state standards,” Dahlgren said.

Board Member Monica Se-
gura-Schwartz also weighed in.

“We have been really good 
at paying attention to students 
and bettering our strategies to 
meet the needs of every stu-
dent,” she said. “But we don’t 
fund at the same level of other 
countries. We need to invest in 
all students for our communi-
ties and our state.”

District
from front page



Friday, Nov. 27, 2020St. Joseph Newsleader • www.thenewsleaders.com6

A good friend once said my husband and I 
have unrealistic expectations of what can be ac-
complished in a lifetime. We took that as a com-
pliment. The reality is, we rarely sit idle.

As an adult, I’ve always worked full-time out-
side the home while raising three kids and – up 
until recently – caring for a hobby farm. And, I’ve 
always volunteered in a variety of capacities in my 
kids’ schools and extracurriculars, with profes-
sional organizations, on local boards,and as part 
of the democratic process. My earliest memories 
of volunteering are from teaching Sunday school 
and working in the hospital as a Candy Striper 
when I was in high school.

Volunteering is just something I make time 
for, regardless of how busy I’ve been. Am I tired? 
Sometimes. But this busyness energizes me. More 
importantly, being a volunteer is an unparalleled 
opportunity to meet new people, to gain a broader 
and deeper understanding of the world that sur-
rounds us and to influence positive change.

While covering the most recent local elections, 
I was struck by the fact nobody put their name 
on the ballot for mayor of St. Stephen (and kudos 
to Lisa Marvin for stepping up and rallying as a 
write-in candidate!). In some local races, incum-
bents who have spent decades on local councils 
were re-elected. Both of these situations suggest 
we are short on new folks making the time to be 
involved.

Now, I’m not suggesting everyone should run 
for office, although I have and cherish that expe-
rience of knocking on doors and meeting thou-
sands of people. Our schools, places of worship, 
communities and governments have many volun-
teer opportunities.

If you can’t make a lot of time now, start small. 
When I was president of the PTA at Kennedy 
Community School, I was so grateful to the par-
ents who volunteered to run Family BINGO Night. 
This happened once a year in February – usually 
what seemed like the coldest night of the year – 
and more than 300 students and their families 
would show up for a night of fun. We also had 
parents who volunteered two hours a year at our 
annual fundraiser. Were there parents who made 
more time? Absolutely. The point is, every volun-
teer made a difference.

If you are willing to make more time, identify 
and pursue what’s out there.

Right now, for instance, Stearns County is 
looking for residents to serve on a Stearns County 
board, committee or task force and is recruit-
ing for appointments to be filled in January 
2021. Openings exist on the Great River Regional 
Library Board, Stearns County HRA, Extension 
Committee, Human Services Advisory Committee 
and others.

The Board of Commissioners will also appoint 
individuals to serve on the Board of Adjustment, 
Feedlot Review Committee, Planning Commis-
sion, Park Commission and the Community Cor-
rections Advisory Board. You can view openings 
and apply online by Dec. 1 at the Stearns County 
website.  I encourage you to check these out.

To be honest, if I didn’t make time to be in-
volved, I’d likely spend far too much time sitting 
on the couch, eating nachos and binge-watching 
Netflix in my jammies. (And honestly, I do that 
from time to time).

The busiest people I know are often the ones 
who make time to do more. What about you?

Make the time to make a difference.

Heidi L. 
Everett

Editor

OpinionOpinion

Our view: Celebrate one another
The election is over. The yard signs 

and banners are down. The ideologi-
cal angst should begin to dissipate.

It’s time to stop seeing each other 
as Democrats or Republicans and  
calling each other liberal or conserva-
tive, as if these are inherently bad. 
It’s time to re-‘friend’ or re-‘follow’ 
our family members, acquaintances 
and colleagues on social media and 
share the extraordinary moments of 
everyday life at a safe distance. Let’s 
resume being neighborly.

For our part, we invite you to cel-
ebrate each other with a new online 
feature:

Up-to-So-Good Citizen Spotlight
Our inbox often gets emails from 

people who want to simply recog-
nize somebody else for doing good. 
Recently, for example, we heard from 
Traci Schellinger of Sartell who wrote 
about Cheryl Braun, the receptionist 
at Welch Dental:

I genuinely get excited to call my 
dentist because I get to talk to Cheryl. 
Cheryl puts forth genuine concern in 
any issues a patient is having, apolo-
gizes for rescheduling needs out of her 
control and empathizes with people as 
she works through her job daily.  She 
keeps track of me as an individual 
and inquires about how things are 
going, remembering details from pre-
vious visits. Cheryl goes above and 

beyond to seek answers and provide 
patients with anything they need, ex-
ceeding all customer service that I’ve 
ever experienced.  Quite honestly – 
when I call the dental office, I feel like 
I’m calling my mom. This is the level 
of investment Cheryl has in me hav-
ing a good experience. She cares, she 
listens and she offers helpful advice. 
She seems to love her job and as a 
result – her patients feel that.  Thank 
you, Cheryl.  For someone who hates 
the dentist (no offense Dr. Welch), you 
really make those twice a year clean-
ings pleasant!!!  Keep up the amazing 
work and thank you for making Sar-
tell a great place to be!!

Our own Carolyn Bertsch, assign-
ment editor from Sartell, shared this:

I’d like to recognize Amy Walker, 
of St. Joseph, who stopped to help at a 
car accident she witnessed in St. Cloud 
Nov. 21. That Saturday my 80-year-old 
father was taking my younger sister 
for a drive when his minivan was 
struck by another driver. The driver, 
from Anoka, had attempted a left turn 
but instead crashed directly into my 
Dad’s driver-side door. The door was 
mangled requiring my Dad to climb 
through a passenger door to exit. Amy 
saw the accident and was quick to 
stop and lend a hand. My Dad does 
not carry a cell phone, but Amy offered 
to call the police using hers and wait 

with him on a cold 34-degree day. “I 
didn’t have anywhere I needed to be 
right away, and I had a feeling that 
it was important for me to stop. I am 
glad I could be there for support and 
help him feel a bit better after a stress-
ful situation.” Both drivers left the 
incident without major bodily harm, 
and although my Dad’s spirits were 
cast down by the damage sustained to 
his beloved minivan, they were again 
raised up by the kindness of a strang-
er during unfortunate circumstances. 
Thank you, Amy!

Have you experienced someone 
doing a random act of kindness? Do 
you know someone who is a tireless 
volunteer? Is there an employee who 
is exceptionally helpful, courteous 
and exceeds expectations? We’d love 
to know about it and share it on our 
website and Facebook page.

In 200 words or less, let us know 
who this person is, if they live or work 
in Sartell, St. Joseph or St. Stephen, 
and why they should be recognized. 
Include a photo. (Get their permis-
sion, too. Some people aren’t comfort-
able with the attention, and we want 
to respect that.)

As we close out 2020 – a year 
marked by pandemic and political un-
rest – let’s be in a place of celebration 
and appreciation.

Send submissions to editor@the-
newsleaders.com.

This weekend, shop small businesses

Make the time
to make a difference 

Connor 
Kockler
Guest Writer

This weekend, as we enjoy our 
Thanksgiving turkey and company in 
person or remotely, it’s important we 
consider another part of our local “fam-
ily” – small businesses. This year has 
been tough for us all, with COVID-19 
affecting almost every part of our lives. 
Schools and businesses have been 
closed, and important life events have 
been put on hold or canceled all togeth-
er. Through all of this, local small busi-
nesses have been put through the worst 
of these effects. They are our neighbors 
having to deal with keeping their fami-
lies safe on one hand, and protecting 
their employees and the businesses 
they have worked so hard to build on 
the other. This Thanksgiving weekend, 
let’s show our appreciation for them too 
by supporting them however we can.

Local small businesses are the life-
blood of our cities here in Central Min-
nesota as well as in the United States. 
According to the federal Small Busi-
ness Administration, there were 30.7 
million small businesses with under 
500 employees in the United States in 
2019. These businesses employ almost 
60 million people, which represents 47 
percent of the U.S. workforce. In Min-
nesota specifically there were 520,110 
small businesses with under 500 em-
ployees, employing 1.3 million people, 
which is 47 percent of Minnesota’s 
workforce. These statistics make clear 
just how much of an impact small busi-
nesses have. By this math, every other 

worker you meet should work for a 
small business.

I call small businesses part of our lo-
cal “family” because they really do so 
much for us. When you look around 
and see local sports teams, parks and 
community projects, small businesses 
step up to the plate, contributing money 
and time to support them. Spending lo-
cal really does help support the entire 
local area, not just supporting local jobs 
but almost everything else in the area 
as well. It also builds local pride, see-
ing all of the amazing things that are 
made possible through the support of 
generous local businesses and their em-
ployees.

So what can we do to support small 
businesses? To start, we need to be in-
tentional. With the latest regulations, 
supporting small businesses becomes 
harder because we can’t just eat in per-
son at the local restaurant. It’s tempt-
ing to order online from large chains or 
online stores but if you do some quick 
research or phone calls, you can find 
local businesses that are moving their 
operations to take-out or even limited 
delivery. Once you know those options 
are there, it’s easy to keep patronizing 

like you usually would and spread the 
word to people you know. Small busi-
nesses are still open and getting creative 
in light of these troubled times. We just 
need to make the effort to reach out to 
them and help others to do so as well.

You can also support small busi-
nesses by buying gift cards and other 
products for the holidays. We all have 
our favorite local store or restaurant, 
so why not make it part of the holiday 
shopping list? This is especially easy 
because there is already a day on the 
calendar for doing so, Small Business 
Saturday, which is Nov. 28. It’s a day 
every year to support and appreciate 
small businesses, which is even more 
important now.

So while we enjoy Thanksgiving, we 
should be sure to thank and support our 
local small businesses. After all, they 
do so much for us, and this is a criti-
cal time, especially with everything that 
they have been dealing with. Though 
it may be some extra effort to search 
online, make a phone call or walk into 
the store to figure out what they are 
doing differently because of Covid-19, 
this effort is worth it to support local 
business. Let’s keep our local “family” 
strong, and make it through this crisis 
together.

Connor Kockler is a student at St. 
John’s University. He enjoys writing, poli-
tics and news, among other interests.

Have an opinion? Share i t :  news@thenewsleaders.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
INVESTIGATE BEFORE YOU IN-

VEST! Midwest Free Community Pa-
per Association does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive ad-
vertising. Readers are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate all classifieds 
and other ads which require an in-
vestment. (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-

TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! 
All conditions accepted. Free pickup. 
Call for details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 (MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Competitive Offer! Nationwide FREE 
Pick Up! Call Now For a Free Quote! 
888-366-5659. (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 

Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 

movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed. 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

High-Speed Internet. We instantly 
compare speed, pricing, availabili-
ty to find the best service for your 
needs. Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from top pro-
viders. Call 1-855-399-9295 (MCN)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. 1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

AT&T TV – The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $64.99/
mo plus taxes for 12 months. Pre-
mium Channels at No Charge for 
One Year! Anytime, anywhere. Some 
restrictions apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt 
TV price higher in 2nd year. Regional 
Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is extra 
& applies. Call IVS 1-866-387-0621. 
(MCN)

EDUCATION
Attention Active Duty & Military 

Veterans! Begin a new career and 
earn your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical training avail-
able for Veterans & Families! To learn 
more, call 855-960-0997. (MCN)

FINANCIAL
The COVID crisis has cost us 

all something. Many have lost jobs 
and financial security. Have $10K 
In Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649. (MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer Sale: Just in DUMP TRAIL-

ERS 10�, 12� & 14�. 24� Enclosed 
race car or Show car trailer was 
$22,999.00 Now $19,500.00. 6’X12� 
V-nose, ramp door, 7’X12� V-nose 
ramp door. UTV (side by side) ATV, 
Mower, Utility trailers in both steel 
& aluminum. www.FortDodgeTraile-
rWorld.com or 515-972-4554. (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Stay in your home longer with an 

American Standard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, including 

a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-855-372-3080 or visit www.walkin-
tubquote.com/midwest (MCN)

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (MCN)

MobileHelp, America’s Premier 
Mobile Medical Alert System. Wheth-
er You’re Home or Away. For Safety 
and Peace of Mind. No Long Term 
Contracts! Free Brochure! Call Today! 
1-855-385-9770. (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 

Publishing will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE author sub-
mission kit! Limited offer! Why wait? 
Call now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)

Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular & 
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 1-888-
981-5761. (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-

er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(MCN)

Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the new iP-
hone 11 or Next Generation Samsung 
Galaxy S10e ON US with AT&T’s Buy 
one, Give One offer. While supplies 
last! CALL 1-844-290-8275. (MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
DO WARM WINTERS SOUND 

GOOD?? Bring your RV down to the 
warm Rio Grande Valley. J-5 RV Park 
in Mission Tx. will welcome you 
with a country setting and friendly 
people. We have a special for 1st time 
visitors. We are following guidelines 
to keep everyone healthy and taking 
precautions to protect our communi-
ty. Phone us at 956-682-7495 or 515-
418-3214. Email info@j5rvparktexas.
com Tom and Donna Tuttle, Manag-
ers. (MCN)

Is your event listed? Send your 
information to:  Newsleader Calendar, 
1622 11th Ave. SE., St. Cloud, MN 
56304., e-mail it to news@thenews-
leaders.com. Most events are listed 
at no cost. Those events are typically 
free or of minimal charge for people 
to attend. Some events, which have 
paid advertising in the Newsleaders, 
are also listed in the calendar and may 
charge more.

Contact organizations directly for 
virtual meeting links/locations 
and other possible changes due 
to COVID-19 health and safety 
guidelines.

Tuesday, Dec. 1
Memory Writers group develops 
topics and turns in stories, 10 a.m., 
Stearns History Museum, 235 33rd 
Ave. S, St Cloud.

St. Joseph Lions Club, 7 p.m., 
Millstream Park Pavilion 101 Fifth 
Ave. NW., St Joseph. Joanne 
Bechtold, 320-363-4483.

Wednesday, Dec. 2
Advocates for Independence, 2-4 
p.m., Independent Lifestyles, 215 
Benton Drive N., Sauk Rapids. 320-
529-9000.

St. Cloud school board work 
session, 6:30 p.m., District 
Administration Office, 1201 S. 
Second St., Waite Park.

Monday, Dec. 7
St. Joseph City Council, 6 p.m., 
Government Center, 75 Callaway  
St. E.

Tuesday, Dec. 8
Holistic Moms Network, 7-8:30 
p.m., Good Earth Co-op, 2010 
Veterans Drive, St. Cloud. 320-252-
2489.

National Alliance on Mental 
Health, 7-8:30 p.m., Calvary 
Community Church, 1200 
Roosevelt Road, St. Cloud. The 
group helps parents raising a child 
with mental illness learn coping 
skills and develop problem-solving 
skills. 320-654-1259.

Wednesday, Dec. 9
Breakfast Club, 9-10 a.m., Stearns 
History Museum, 235 33rd Ave. S. 
Free for members, nominal fee for 
nonmembers. 320-253-8424.

St. Joseph Area Chamber of 
Commerce, 11:30 a.m., St. Joseph 

Government Center, 75 Callaway 
St. E. stjosephchamber.com.

St Joseph Y2K Lions Club, 6:30 
p.m., St. Joseph Community Fire 
Hall, 323 Fourth Ave NE. Kay 
Lemke 320-363-8663.

Thursday, Dec. 10
Kids Can Blood Drive, noon to  
6 p.m., Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, St. Joseph, MN. Please 
contact Tamara to schedule a time. 
320-282-8266. Each donation saves 
three lives.

Community Calendar

PUBLIC NOTICE
CERTIFICATE

OF ASSUMED NAME
STATE OF MINNESOTA

Pursuant to Chapter 333, Minnesota 
Statutes, the undersigned, who is or 
will be conducting or transacting a 
commercial business in the State of 
Minnesota under an assumed name, 
hereby certifies:

1. The assumed name under which 
the business is or will be conducted 
is: Rubyhole.

2. The stated address of the princi-
pal place of business is or will be: 
2314 Heritage Drive, St. Cloud, MN 
56301.

3. The name and street address of all 
persons conducting business under 
the above assumed name including 
any corporations that may be con-
ducting this business: Matthew Ste-
ven Fuchs, 2314 Heritage Drive, St. 
Cloud, MN 56301.

4. I certify I am authorized to sign 
this certificate. I further certify that 
I have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes.  I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath.

Dated: Nov. 14, 2020

Filed: Nov. 14, 2020

/s/ Matthew Steven Fuchs

Publish: Nov. 27 & Dec. 11, 2020

Cultural Connections: 

An inside look at our Somali neighbors
by Melisa Dick
guest columnist

Read this for an insider's 
look into the lives and culture 
of our Somali neighbors and 
their challenges.

Hudda Ibrahim is the au-
thor of "From Somalia to 
Snow: How Central Minnesota 
became Home to Somalis." 
She is also a faculty member 
at St. Cloud Technical and 
Community College and presi-
dent of Filsan Consulting LLC, 
a company founded on the 
principles of cultural integra-
tion.

I have briefly summarized 
some of the information from 
this book but encourage you 
to read it.

History
After many years of conflict 

in Somalia, heavy military op-
erations were launched, even-
tually resulting in the expul-
sion of President Siad Barre, 
leader of Somalia, in 1991.

Atrocities were commit-
ted against civilians, which 
served as a catalyst for many 
to flee the country to save 
their lives.  Twenty-five thou-

sand people died; 1.5 million 
fled the country to Kenya and 
Ethiopia, thinking they would 
eventually return to Somalia. 
Some fled on foot, walking 
40 miles to safety. Some were 
packed on small boats, which 
capsized and caused many to 
drown.

Some were in refugee 
camps for more than 20 years.
Because hostilities continued 
in Somalia, many refugees 
sought safety in the United 
States, Canada, Sweden and 
Norway.

Coming to Ameri-
ca...Why Minnesota?   
Why St. Cloud?

After a long screening pro-
cess, at times taking up to 10 
years, refugees were able to 
come to the United States. 
Their path to citizenship in-
cludes, among other require-
ments, passing a test on the 
English language and U.S. his-
tory and government.

In the 1990s, refugees had 
no choice regarding their 
place of resettlement.

It has been observed that 
Somali refugees often exhib-
it ingenuity and hard work. 

Their American dream in-
cludes safety, education and 
equality for all.

Minnesota welcomed Soma-
li immigrants and offered em-
ployment, housing, low-cost 
legal services, English-lan-
guage classes and outreach 
services.  Once immigrants 
established themselves in a 
community, other relatives 
joined them.

The St. Cloud area has pro-
vided job opportunities, edu-
cation, affordable housing and 
a safe environment.

Of Note:
The following are import-

ant terms to know and under-
stand:

People from Somalia are 
referred to as Somalis, not 
Somalians.

Jihad, which means “holy 
war,” refers to the spiritual 
struggle within oneself against 
sin.

Hijab means “cover” or 
“curtain;” it can also mean 
modesty and privacy. Mus-
lim women choose to wear 
it; they do not feel coerced. 
Many wear it as a part of their 
identity.

Sharia,  Islamic law, means 
“a path or way to be fol-
lowed." The Somali communi-
ty does not want to lose its re-
ligious identity; neither does it 
want to impose it on anyone.

•••

If you have any questions, 
contact Juliana Howard at 
715-791-8976 or Jamal Elmi at 
320-310-2351.

In “From Somalia to Snow,” 
Hudda Ibrahim unpacks the 
immigration narrative of So-
mali Americans and explains 
why nearly 20 percent have 
chosen to settle in Minnesota.
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It’s a new day.
Today, let’s move forward, make plans and put your money to work for you. 

Simple, smart and rewarding business banking with Stearns Bank is exactly 
what you need to grow toward tomorrow. 

Turn the page, make a change and always receive the support you  
need from real people… really. 

Put your money to work by visiting  
StearnsBank.com/business  

or, start talking with a real  
person today: (320) 253-6607.  

Follow us   |  StearnsBank.com

FINANCE GUIDE  |  STATISTICS
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Here are some additional sta-
tistics from the FINRA study to 
help shed light on the average 
American family and their earn-
ing and spending habits. 

• One in 5 Americans experi-
enced an income drop in the 
last year, and half can comfort-
ably meet their monthly obliga-
tions.

• Asked if they could come up 
with $2,000 in emergency sav-
ings in a month, 43% of 
Americans were certain they 
could, while another 22% said 
they probably could.

• Only 58% of Americans have 
a retirement account; half worry 
they may run out of money 

while retired.
• Even though Americans can 

make ends meet, the percentage 
spending less than their income 
has stayed nearly unchanged 
over the decade. Almost half 
haven’t set aside money to cover 
expenses for three months. 

• 37% of Americans surveyed 
say they have too much debt.

Here are a few more statistics 
from various sources underscor-
ing the need for stronger per-
sonal finance education for 
American citizens. 

• Twenty percent of Americans 
don’t save any of their annual 
income at all (CNBC), with the 
average American saving less 

than 5% of his or her disposable 
income (Los Angeles Times). 

• More than 40% of Americans 
have less than $10,000 saved for 
when they retire (GoBanking 
Rates). 

• 56% of millennials don’t 
have any money saved in a 
retirement account (PurePoint 
Financial). 

• Only 24% of millennials 
demonstrate basic financial lit-
eracy, according to a study from 
the National Endowment for 
Financial Education.

• A recent report found that 
half of American households live 
paycheck to paycheck 
(MarketWatch).

According to a 2018 
Financial Capability 

Study from FINRA 
Investor Education 

Foundation, a 
nonprofit dedicated 

to financial 
education and 

empowerment, only 
31% of Americans are 

very satisfied with 
their money 
situations. 

American Finances: 
By the Numbers




