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Farmers’ Market

set April 3

The Sartell Farmers’ Market
will be held from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Saturday, April 3 inside Sartell
Community Center, 850 19th St. S.
Join us for the last inside market of
the season. Send off winter and get
ready for spring with great items
including: meat, eggs, salsa, bar-
becue sauce, caramel corn, honey,
baked goods and much more.

Gala-to-Go box
benefits Bri’s Lodge

Did you know on average more
than 44,000 people pass away in
Minnesota each year? Now imag-
ine if there were just four people
who grieved these 44,000 people,
there would be more than 175,000
people looking for grief support.
With limited grief resources in
central Minnesota, we need Bri’s
Lodge!

By purchasing a Bri’s Lodge
Gala-to-Go Box you will help
grieving individuals get the re-
sources they need! These fun,
themed dinner kits will include
gift cards, wine/beer, recipes
along with ingredients and more.
Purchase your boxes NOW at
https://wwbdinc.org/gala-to-go/.
Orders will close April 10. Pick up
is scheduled from 1-7 p.m. Friday,
April 16 at The Waters Church,
1227 Pinecone Rd N, St. Cloud.

The silent auction opens at 1
p.m. Friday, April 16 and closes at
8 p.m. Saturday, April 24. If you
win an item, you can either pay
online or pay when you pick up
your winnings. If you have any
questions, please feel free to send
a message or call Tami at (320)
492-4691.

Lions clean-up
slated for April 24

The annual Sartell Lions Spring
Clean-Up will be held from 8 a.m.
to noon Saturday, April 24 at the
Sartell Middle School parking lot,
627 Third Ave. N. Pick-ups avail-
able by appointment; call Cody at
320-828-6620 for more details. No
paints, solvents, oils or chemicals.
No gas-operated refrigerators. See
ad on page 2.

Registration opens

for fastpitch softball
The Sartell Swarm 2021 sum-
mer softball season registration is
open May 15 (6U-8U). Fastpitch
softball teams for athletes pre-K
through 18 will be formed by
grade for school year 2020-2021.
For more information or to reg-
ister, visit sartellfastpitch.com or
contact Daryl Scholz at daryl@
sartellfastpitch.com.

photos by Carolyn Bertsch

Families flock for birdhouse Kits

(Above) Mia Sand, 3, of St. Stephen, is all smiles as she re-
ceives her birdhouse kit March 21. The tot will build the
birdhouse with the help of her father, Mitch Sand. (Right) Vesi
Majerus, of St. Stephen, holds a fully assembled birdhouse. The
St. Stephen Sportsman Club gave away roughly 268 birdhouse
kits March 21 in the St. Stephen City Hall parking lot.

Students get moving with motion wall

by Mike Knaak
news@thenewsleaders.com

In a school full of innovative
education transformations, none
is more dazzling than Riverview
Intermediate’s Pier.

What was once the old middle
school’s swimming pool is now
a new space for a wide range of
fitness activities for third-, fourth-
and fifth-graders.

The room’s centerpiece is a gi-
ant video interactive playground
projected on an entire wall.

Instructors cue up a range of
interactive exercises from throw-
ing at a target to dance and ex-

Dornburg

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Lori Dornburg, a highly es-
teemed Sartell-St. Stephen Mid-
dle School teacher, has been
named Minnesota Teacher of
the Year 2020-21 for grades six
through eight by the Veterans of
Foreign Wars organization.

She is now eligible for the

ercise.

“Students don’t even know
they are exercising,” teacher Ra-
chel Breitkreutz said. “People find
exercising boring. This is a way to
get them moving.”

The motion sensing wall was
made possible by a grant from
the Sartell-St. Stephen Education
Foundation.

The installation was part of the
school’s larger effort to reimagine
education for intermediate school
students. Before the former mid-
dle school (which was also the
district’s original high school) was

Wall e page 2

photo by Mike Knaak
Students warm up by following an exercise projected on River-
view Intermediate School’s motion sensing wall.

named VFW '"Teacher of Year'

national
award to be

announced
later this
month.
Dornburg
received the
VFW’s “Tony
Gozola Me-
morial Honor Dornburg
Award” in the mail instead of

at the customary statewide ban-
quet, which was cancelled this
year due to the pandemic. The
award is named in honor of a
Minneapolis U.S. Navy veteran,
Tony Gozola, who served all
through World War II and who
died at age 94 in 2016.

Dornburg was stunned when
she received the award.

“I was humbled and hon-

ored,” she said in an interview
with the Sartell Newsleader.

Dornburg received hundreds
of kind comments and congrat-
ulations from fellow teachers,
former students, administrators
and many others.

She has been a teacher for
the Sartell-St. Stephen School
District for 26 years, but her

Dornburg ¢ page 2

New committee supports American Indian students

by Mike Knaak
news@thenewsleaders.com

With the increasing diver-
sity among Sartell-St. Stephen
students, the district is now
eligible for a state program that
supports American Indian stu-
dents and raises knowledge of

INSERT: Countr

American Indian heritage for
all students.

Th district recently passed
a 20-student threshold requir-
ing the district to establish an
American Indian Parent Adviso-
ry Committee. The requirement
also comes with state funding
that will total $20,716 for the

2021-22 school year.

The committee’s second
meeting will be 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 8, at Oak Ridge
Early Learning Center.

There are currently 22 Amer-
ican Indian students represent-
ing 13 families in the district
including three each at Pine

side Seventh-day Adventist Church

Meadow Primary School and
Riverview Intermediate School,
nine at the middle school and
seven at the high school.

The advisory committee
must be comprised primarily
of American Indian students’
parents, secondary school

Committee ® page 2
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Wall

from front page

remodeled. Teachers researched
options for new learning and that
led to the motion wall as well
as the school's STEAM (science,
technology, arts and math) Lab,
outdoor learning classrooms and
media center. The Pier was cho-
sen for the room's name because
it extends over what was water...
the school's swimming pool.

Sartell’s installation includes
two motion-sensing projectors, so
an entire wall is covered. There
are only 11 such projectors in-
stalled in the nation, teacher
Mitch Keeler said.

Early on a recent winter morn-
ing, students streamed into the
room, and they warmed up in
front of the motion wall pro-
jecting dance-like moves. Then
students split into groups. While
some students played a Hula
Hoop game and others tackled
the climbing wall, a third group
headed to the motion wall to play
a game challenging them to hit
targets with a ball.

“Kids can’t wait to get back in
here,” Keeler said.

Pickup/Trailer 6'x 6
Pickup/Trailer 6'x 8’

Refrigerated Appliances

Couches/Stuffed Chairs
Mattresses/Box Springs
Commercial Appliances
Fluorescent Bulbs

Car Batteries

Tires

Cleanup Fundraiser!

Non-refrigerated Home Appliances/Grills

Computers/All TVs/ other Electronics/Monitors
Bare/Broken Tube Televisions or Monitors Not accepted

NO PAINTS, SOLVENTS, OILS OR CHEMICALS!
NO GAS-OPERATED REFRIGERATORS!

Dornburg

from front page

entire teaching career spans 34
years.

At Sartell-St. Stephen Middle
School, Dornburg has served
as a family- and consumer-sci-
ence teacher as well as an ac-
ademic extensions coordinator
of many programs: Knowledge
Bowl, Geography Bee, spelling
bees, Battle of the Books. She’s
also been an organizer and
leader of countless educational

field trips. Dornburg is a stu-
dent-council sponsor.

Just last week, she adminis-
tered tests to students in grades
six through eight for the state-
wide “Math Counts” contest.

She also coordinates an an-
nual “Lunch with a Veteran”
day at the middle school, fol-
lowed by a festive patriotic as-
sembly, featuring guest speak-
ers who are veterans. Many
local veterans (parents or rela-
tives of students) enjoy the lun-
cheon and assembly with their
loved ones and their friends in
the school cafeteria.

“I hope things soon get back
to normal, so we can hold that
big assembly again,” she said.

Born in LaCrosse, Wis.,
Dornburg lived in various plac-
es because her father moved
fairly often as a regional sales
representative for 3M Corp.

She taught school in San
Antonio, Texas; near Buffalo,
N.Y. and in Bemidji. During her
years in Texas, she also served
as a county-extension agent for
Texas A & M University.

Dornburg and her husband,
Randy, live in Cold Spring and
have two grown daughters.

Some months ago, she, Randy
and one of their daughters suf-
fered a bout with a COVID-19
virus infection. Fortunately, the
infections were mild enough to
be beaten back, although Lori
said she and her husband had
noticed some long-term effects,
such as heart palpitations, now
and then. She noted they are
grateful they have since had the
vaccinations.

Dornburg said she has en-
joyed her many years of teach-
ing in Sartell, but she is ponder-
ing retirement.

Committee

from front page

American Indian students and
American Indian community
members. District staff guide
the process.

Oak Ridge Principal Jason
Mielke is organizing the parent
committee.

“Our goal is to have more
students, parents and commu-
nity members of American In-
dian background to drive the

Clip and Save >~
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to be outside ready

SATURDAY BY APPOINTMENT.

committee,” Mielke said. “Staff
helps guide the discussion and
executes the opportunities the
committee gives to us. We need
parents and community mem-
bers to allow their voices to be
heard and give feedback to use
money appropriately to educate
our students.”

Parents and students are en-
couraged to join this committee
to advise the school district
and the school board on Amer-
ican Indian education program-
ming such as developing and
implementing best practices,

m'ﬂn'

Everything needs

for pickup
PICKUP AVAILABLE ON

CALL CODY AT 320-828-6620
BEFORE APRIL 23

$15 fee for single item

$35 fee for pickup/
trailer load
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making recommendations for
improvement and advocating
for American Indian parents
and students. Contact Mielke at
(320) 656-3762 or email jason.
mielke@sartell.k12.mn.us. Go-
ing forward, the committee will
meet the first Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m.

“(The committee) gives
them a voice in our curricu-
lum and instructional compo-
nents,” Mielke said. “It will
bring some cultural experiences
center stage for all students to
learn some of that background.

It’s really another opportunity
to give equity experiences to all
students. Our district is really
focused on that."

When parents register stu-
dents, they are asked to select
ethnicity. “We encourage par-
ents to identify all races and
backgrounds that are part of
their cultural experience,” Miel-
ke said.

“Every year we are more and
more diverse. This will bring
more opportunity to our stu-
dents,” Mielke said.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!

Visit us at www.thenewsleaders.com

Trusted Support

www.Issmn.org
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March 11

9:59 a.m. Domestic. Roberts
Road. Caller called dispatch
stating they had been assault-
ed the day before. An officer
was able to obtain a statement
from the victim. The officer had
probable cause to arrest a male
party for domestic assault. The
male was no longer at the loca-
tion of the crime. Officers from
a neighboring jurisdiction were
able to locate the male, and he
was arrested. The male was
brought to the Stearns County
Jail and held for court.

March 12
8:21 p.m. Domestic. Willow
Lane. Caller called 911 reporting
two individuals were actively
fighting in the home. Officers
responded and found the indi-
viduals who had been fighting
were no longer actively fight-
ing. All parties gave statements,
and one party had visible minor
injuries. Officers had probable
cause to arrest a juvenile male
on domestic assault charges.
The male was transported to
Benton County Jail and then
housed in a different juvenile
facility until he could be seen

at court.

March 13

6:13 p.m. Medical. Officers were
dispatched to an elderly male
who had fallen in a parking lot.
The officer arrived on scene.
The male had an abrasion on
his head and had been given
a towel to control the bleeding
prior to the officer arriving.
Mayo Ambulance arrived and
took over the assessment. The
male was not transported by
Mayo.

March 14

2:51 p.m. Traffic. First Street
NE/ Benton Drive. While on
routine patrol, an officer no-
ticed a vehicle traveling at a
high rate of speed. The offi-
cer turned on their radar and
clocked the vehicle traveling
16 mph faster than the posted
speed limit. The officer initiated
a traffic stop and the driver was
issued a citation for speeding.

March 17
3:54 p.m. Crash. Pinecone Road
N. Officers were dispatched to
a two-vehicle crash near the
Sartell High School. On scene

Blotter

it was noted neither driver had
injuries, and there were no pas-
sengers. One vehicle had to be
towed from the scene due to
damages, while the other was
able to be driven. A driver ex-
change form was issued to both
drivers.

March 18

12:44 p.m. Warrant. Third
Street S. The Sartell Police De-
partment was notified by a Tex-
as Police Department that a
warrant had been issued for an
individual involved in money
laundering. Officers went to
the suspect’s address, and the
suspect was taken into custo-
dy without issue. The suspect
was transported to the Stearns
County Jail and will be await-
ing transport to Texas.

March 19
6:53 p.m. Assault. Second Street
S. An officer was dispatched to
a complaint of an assault, and
the suspect was no longer on
scene. The officer arrived on
scene and took a statement
from the victim. The victim
told the officer she had been
pushed by the suspect. The of-

ficer attempted to make contact
with the suspect, but he re-
fused to exit his home. The offi-
cer spoke with other witnesses
and had probable cause for a
charge. The officer responded
back to the suspect’s home
and was able to speak to the
suspect. The officer issued the
suspect a citation for fifth-de-
gree assault.

March 20

8:19 p.m. Unwanted person.
Second Street S. Officers were
notified by dispatch that there
was a woman and her children
in a store destroying merchan-
dise. The woman and children
were asked to leave but re-
fused. Officers arrived on scene
and learned the woman had left
the store with the kids. Officers
were able to identify the wom-
an from recent Stearns County
booking photos and from the
license plate of the vehicle she
was driving. The store plans
on filing trespassing charges
against the woman.

March 21
1:10 a.m. Traffic stop. River-
side Avenue N. An officer ini-

tiated a traffic stop after seeing
a vehicle cross the fog line.
When the officer made contact
with the vehicle, they could
smell an odor of marijuana
emitting from the car. The car
was searched but nothing was
found. The driver and passen-
ger were verbal with the officer
during the encounter. A verbal
warning was issued to the driv-
er for crossing over the fog line
and released.

March 22

10:47 a.m. Traffic stop. Pine-
cone Road S. Office staff alerted
officers of an individual who
had stopped in the Sartell Po-
lice Department and had exhib-
ited concerning behaviors. An
officer witnessed the individual
and vehicle traveling on Pine-
cone Road, making lane chang-
es without signaling and at one
point abruptly turning left. The
officer initiated a traffic stop on
the vehicle. The female driver
was argumentative and abra-
sive toward the officer. After
speaking with the driver, the
officer gave the driver a verbal
warning for driving conduct.

Dingmann

Leslie Dingmann, business
development director for the
Greater St. Cloud Development
Corporation, has earned the
designation of Certified Eco-
nomic Developer from the In-
ternational Economic Develop-
ment Council, based in Wash-
ington, D.C. Since 2013, Ding-
mann has been an economic
developer with the GSDC, a
private collaboration of approx-
imately 250 regional business
and community leaders within
Benton, Sherburne and Stearns
counties in central Minnesota.

Earning a perfect 4.0 GPA, Ry-
ley Emslander and Christina
Johnson were both named to
the dean’s list for fall semester

mh@

girl

Every Cookie Has a Mission:
TOHELPGIRLS DO
GREAT THINGS

at Bemidji State University.

Troy Hoekstra of Sartell gradu-
ated from Concordia University
Chicago with a 3.9 GPA and a
PhD in organizational leader-
ship.

Jacob Hoekstra made the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas dean’s list
fall semester with a GPA of 3.75
or better.

Claudia Warzecha of Sartell
earned the honor roll at Minne-
sota Connections Academy.

Ten Sartell students earned the
dean’s list for a 3.8 GPA or higher
fall semester at St. John’s Uni-
versity. They are the following:
Dean Amundson, Ethan Ber-
ndt, Logan Carlson, Elliot Ede-
burn, Patrick Hesse, Alex-
ander Holt, Brandon Kram-
er, Adam Magarian, Spencer
Pierskalla and Carter Potthoff.

Five Sartell students audi-
tioned and were selected for the
Minnesota All-State Choir. They
are the following: Carter Trom-
bley, Clayton Fuller, Carter
Vonderahe, Grace Radeke and
Chloe Brinker. The Minnesota
Music Educators’ Association
All-State program is considered
the top program of its kind
across the nation.

Find your cookies at GirlScoutCookies.org

People

Building a new home?

With over 60 years experience in well
drilling, Traut Companies has the expertise
to pick the ideal location with the best
chance of finding a reliable water source.

Call us to find water BEFORE
you purchase your new lot.

TRAUT

€££4& COMPANIES

320-251-5090

141 28th Ave. S.
Waite Park, MN

trautcompanies.com
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Pandemic makes Sartell boy stronger, optimistic

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Being at home for so long
day after day, having to do
long-distance schoolwork and
not being able to see and hug
his grandparents sometimes
made 12-year-old Dylan An-
derson sad.

But the Sartell boy didn’t
let the restrictions imposed by
the COVID-19 pandemic get
him down. Not at all. Quite
the contrary. He thrived all
through it: learning, thinking,
re-thinking so many things,
doing physical activities, play-
ing the viola and - last but not
least — writing. It took him al-
most two months working ev-
ery Monday to write, re-write,
fine-tune and tweak an essay
titled “Reaching Your Dreams
by Choosing Optimism.” It
was recently announced as
the winner in a contest spon-
sored by the St. Cloud Morn-
ing Optimist Club.

Dylan is a student at
Sartell-St. Stephen Middle
School. His 789-word essay,
bursting with insights and
good ideas, is an expertly
written account of the good
impacts the pandemic has had
on his young life. It is, most
of all, a keen-eyed study of
how an optimistic, upbeat at-
titude can beat back feelings
of gloom-and-doom.

“I was very surprised I
won,” said Dylan in an inter-
view with the Sartell News-
leader. “I just didn’t think
mine would be best.”

Summing up his reaction
to the pandemic, Dylan said
this: “I didn’t want to be in
the dumps and not come up
well. I wanted to be on top. I
like seeing people happy, and
that’s why I wrote that essay
- to help other people.”

His essay begins with this
paragraph:

“When life gives you lem-
ons, make lemonade. That
is a true optimist’s motto. I

believe optimism is a daily
attitude that you can use to
achieve your dreams. You
can do or achieve anything
by looking for a creative twist
to any situation and through
compromise and hard work,
you can make your dreams
come true.”

Not surprisingly, Dylan is
a straight-A student. He is
the only child of Ryan and
Cheryl Anderson. Ryan has
been employed in a pool and
spa industry for many years;
Cheryl is vice president of the
fundraising foundation for the
Good Shepherd Community in
Sauk Rapids. Each of the An-
derson family is a dedicated
member of the Love of Christ
Church in Sartell.

Early sorrow

In his young life, Dylan
has already experienced loss
and sorrow. His beloved ma-
ternal grandmother, Joanne
Bell, passed on Feb. 23, age
76, after a struggle with a vir-
ulent, fast-spreading form of
cancer. A resident of Pleasant
Lake, she was so impressed
with her grandson’s essay she
made phone calls to all her
siblings to read it to them.
Like her, they were wowed
by Dylan’s words. Sad to say,
Grandma Bell did not live
to learn that the essay was
the award-winner, though it
would not have surprised her.

Bell had been the prime
caretaker for her husband,
David, who is now in an as-
sisted-living facility in How-
ard Lake. The family is trying
to find a home for him clos-
er to Sartell, closer to loved
ones.

Dylan loved his visits to his
grandparents’ place on Pleas-
ant Lake.

“One of my happiest spots
that I am very lucky to have
is my lake property and hunt-
ing property,” he wrote in his
essay. “My grandparents live
there and although it is tough

One bedroom

AffordableiSeniorElousing
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B 605

&

Apartments

Controlled entrance w/video surveillance
Section 8 welcome e Pets allowed
Includes: heat, electric, a/c, wi-fi, etc.

Call Joyce at 320-252-0880

Access online application at www.stcloudhra.com
101 Riverside Drive SE ¢ St. Cloud

Express has 163+ jobs
Admin - Skilled Trades « Commercial

Click, call or apply online today!
Immediate interviews o 320-251-1038
Express Jobs App, expresspros.com/stcloudmn

not being able to go in their
house (pandemic isolation),
I am very thankful that my
family has a camper in their
yard.”

At the lake, Dylan loves to
fish, swim, walk, bike and
hunt.

“Building those positive ac-
tivities into my monthly rou-
tines has helped me tremen-
dously in staying upbeat in
these hard times,” he wrote.

Distance learning

At first, about a year ago,
distance learning because of
the Covid crisis was a rigorous
challenge for Dylan. However,
he persisted, moving forward
fearlessly with discipline and
brimming confidence.

He called the distance way
of learning “an enormous ad-
justment” from his in-school
learning experiences of his
earlier years.

“] have learned,” he wrote,
“to be more positive and
grateful for the people around
me. Being in quarantine has
made me appreciate and be
excited for even the smallest
events I have taken for grant-
ed in the past. I talk with
friends on a day-to-day basis,
hang out with my family, and
of course play with my dogs.”

Those beloved dogs, golden
doodles named Rocky and Ho-
mer, even “skate” with Dylan
on the flooded lot next to his
home in Sartell.

New tasks

Being at home so much
for a year, Dylan found him-
self taking on new tasks that
he’d rarely done before: doing
dishes, doing laundry, learn-
ing to cook with his parents,
vacuuming and mowing the
lawn for his former daycare
lady (“She is like family,” he
wrote.) Lawn-mowing sparked
the idea of maybe starting
up a lawn-care business with
friends this summer.

During the pandemic
isolation, Dylan wasted no

CELEBRA|ION

Lutheran ¥ Chuarch

1500 Pine Cone Road N., Sartell
%20-255-0488
www.celebrationlutheranchurch.com
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Lead Pastor:
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Congrcgationa[ Life Pastor:
Maggje Berndt—Drcgcr

contributed photo

Dylan Anderson hugs one of his precious golden doodles, Ho-
mer. The other beloved dog is Rocky.

time exploring new activ-
ities: cross-country skiing,
weight-lifting. Those are in
addition to his long-time loves
of hockey practice, baseball
games and extracurricular ac-
tivities.

Staying physically fit is part
and parcel of staying mental-
ly healthy and alert, Dylan
strongly believes - and prac-
tices.

“ . I am also finding
pleasure in doing things that
are spur of the moment and
by myself,” he wrote. “I think
optimistic people like to do
things that give them personal
space and time to think.”

Future plans

Dylan is focused on the
future. He wants to become
a lawyer so he can help peo-
ple because that is one of his
passions.

He is certain the variety of
skills, disciplines and learning
made possible by the pan-
demic will suit him well in
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contributed photo
Essay winner Dylan Anderson

becoming a lawyer one day.

“Because I like to help peo-
ple, when I turn 16, I would
like to work for my old (for-
mer) daycare lady, who now
has a business teaching doc-
tors, nurses, daycare people
and others who need to know
how to perform CPR (car-
diopulmonary resuscitation).
He plans to be one of her
students in an online class
with the goal of maybe teach-
ing CPR himself during high
school and college.

Stronger

Dylan is convinced the pan-
demic in many ways helped
him become stronger, wiser
and happier.

He ends his essay, of
course, on an optimistic note:

“I believe I have become a
stronger person and feel I am
closer to achieving my dreams
by choosing to live my life
optimistically.”
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PERSONAL FINANCE | WHAT’S NEW

Money Tech Trends

Advancements in
personal finance-
related technology
over the past several
years has been
focused on making
financial processes
quicker and easier
for consumers.

Here are some of the trends
in money tech and how they
can help you reach your finan-
cial goals.

Online banks. Banks such as
Ally, Bank Mobile, Simplii and
Chime provide many of the
services of a brick-and-mortar
financial institution without
the brick and mortar. Chime,
which has more than 1 million
users, has no-fee checking and
savings and an app that
includes features such as
spending tracking, check
deposit and the ability to send
payments digitally. It also plays
nicely with digital payment
apps such as Apple Pay, Google
Pay and Samsung Pay. Forbes
Adviser named Chime the best
online bank for automated sav-
ings.

The online loan. Quicken’s
Rocket Mortgage shot online
lending into the spotlight when
it rolled out in 2015. Speed is
the key with online loans, using
technology to speed up this

© ADOBE STOCK

their share of the market had
grown to 8%, or $161 billion in
loans, according to the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York.

ing questions and quickly
approve or deny applicants
based on their probability of
being good candidates.”

afford the price tag in the thou-
sands? A broker pools your
money with others looking to
do the same. You can also end

fractional shares, making it
easy to get into the stock mar-
ket with just a little cash and
some taps of the thumb. Not all

traditionally tedious process.
According to Hackernoon.com,
“Al-based platforms are mak-

Businesses that have sprung up
to offer these automated mort-
gages are known as fintechs,

Fractional shares. This inno-
vation allows you to invest in a
stock you couldn't otherwise

up with fractional shares if a
stock you own splits. How is
this a tech trend? Apps such as

brokerages offer fractional
trading, and you should pay
close attention to fees, which

and in 2010, their share of the
market was just 2%. By 2016,

Robinhood, Invstr and
Stockpile have popularized

ing it easier than ever for lend-
ers to ask a handful of qualify-

afford. Want to capitalize on
Amazon’s growth but can’t

can add up if you conduct a lot
of trades.

You make endless decisions.
Declutter business banking with

BusinessSmart™ checking.

¥ Cash back on every debit card purchase*
@ Interest earned on any balance
@ No minimum balance requirements

Call (800) 247-1922 or visit &

StearnsBank.com/declutter

.
2 TRS

Follow us FIEIME | Member FDIC

*Earn up to $500.00 per month.
Terms and conditions may apply.
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Building inspector Bonzelet helps keep city safe

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Quite often, it’s what you
don’t know that can hurt you
the most.

Just ask Nathan Bonzelet,
Sartell’s new building inspector.

Almost every day he meets
at least one resident who tells
him, voice full of surprise, “I
didn’t know that!”

Smoke detectors and car-
bon-monoxide detectors are
just two examples. Everybody
knows the importance of peri-
odic battery replacement, but
not too many know the detec-
tors themselves wear out, often
between seven and 10 vyears.
They should be checked and
then replaced with new ones,
Bonzelet advises.

There are all kinds of dangers
lurking in a house or business
that has not been inspected
properly - both before and after
construction. Such hazards can
include structurally unsound ar-
eas, water heaters or furnaces
that can go haywire, unsafe
stairs or outdoor steps, a poorly
vented fireplace, shoddy electri-
cal work that can start fires, and

so many more dangers.

That is why cities, includ-
ing Sartell, require a thorough
inspection through the permit
process before a house or proj-
ect is undertaken with on-site
checks by building inspectors
while the work is underway and
after it is completed.

Developers,  contractors,
builders or homeowners apply
to the city for a permit to have
projects done. The plans are
reviewed for approval by the
staff and building inspectors.
If approved, the permit fees
are paid and work can begin,
with follow-up checks later by
inspectors.

“On a typical day I do about
three on-site inspections,” Bon-
zelet said. “Then other times
I’'m out there inspecting all day.
And in summer, inspectors of-
ten run-run all day long.”

Bonzelet (pronounced bons-
uh-lay) was hired by the city in
January and is one of five em-
ployees in the Sartell Inspection
Department. Bonzelet mainly
focuses on overseeing and in-
specting residential houses and
projects. A second building

inspector, Mark Finn, mostly
oversees and inspects commer-
cial projects. The other depart-
ment employees are Jill Hollen-
kamp, development specialist;
Megan Theisen, administrative
specialist; and Butch Rieland,
fire marshal.

Many residents are surprised
when they learn they need per-
mits approved by the city for
certain kinds of projects and/
or improvements to homes or
businesses. Among such proj-
ects are decks, handicapped
ramps, door replacement, at-
tic alterations and insulation,
fireplace installation, lawn-irri-
gation systems, stairs-and-steps
and re-roofing.

If considering a project, it is
best to check the Sartell web-
site, then click to go to its
Inspection Department. There
will be a long list of projects
that require city permits - ob-
vious ones such as for a new
house and less-obvious ones
such as siding a house or put-
ting in a patio. Some projects
like bathroom remodeling and
demolition jobs might need a
permit and might not, depend-

ing on the elements of the proj-
ect.

Born in Milaca, Bonzelet,
who is 37, grew up in Foley
and graduated from Foley High
School. He graduated from St.
Cloud Technical and Commu-
nity College with a degree in
architectural-construction tech-
nology and drafting. He worked
various jobs in sales and draft-
ing and then worked as a civ-
il-engineering technician for
Benton County before accepting
the Sartell job.

He and his wife, Desirae,
have three children: Mathew,
Alyssa and Tori. The family
lives just north of Foley. Desirae
is employed by Stearns County
as a trainer in the public welfare
financial program.

Bonzelet enjoys outdoor ac-
tivities: hunting, fishing, golf,
softball.

He said he enjoys his new
job and noted the virus pan-
demic has changed how the
permitting process is handled.

“We can do all permits now
electronically without having
the applicants come to the of-
fice in person,” Bonzelet said.

contributed photo
Nathan Bonzelet is the new-
est of Sartell’s two building
inspectors.

“What I do basically is re-
view plans before issuing per-
mits and then do inspections
to make sure everything is up
to code. Mark (Finn) does the
same for commercial buildings,
and Butch (Rieland, fire mar-
shal) does the same to make
sure everything complies with
the city’s fire code. We consider
ourselves public servants, and
our goal is to make the city’s
residents and businesses as safe
as possible.”

Historian seeks old photos taken in Sartell

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

Renowned historian Bill
Morgan is seeking old photos
taken in Sartell for a book
he is writing about the city’s
history.

Morgan is a retired St. Cloud

State University American
studies professor and author
of many books on local histo-
ry, including the two-volume
“Earth, Wood, Stone: Central
Minnesota Landscapes” and
“Salt Lantern; Traces of an
American Family,” which was
nominated for the Minnesota

Book Award. Morgan, an ex-
pert on architectural styles,
has also been a newspaper
columnist, writing about local
history.

For his new book, Mor-
gan is asking that local peo-
ple rummage through their
old-photo collections so he can

off the stage and

into your home

get copies of any Sartell photos
of people and places they may
have. He is seeking photos
taken in the 19th Century and
in the 20th Century up until
1940. The photos can be per-
sonal “snapshot” types.

The main thrust of the new
book will be about how the

city developed from a river-
bank landing and village into
a thriving town. Morgan will
also write about the various
architectural styles of homes
and buildings throughout the
many decades.

Morgan can be contacted at
wtmorgan@stcloudstate.edu.

. Drive Carefully!

School is in Session

<+ Fine Arts Series

N

Food Service Staff Needed!

Sartell-St. Stephen Schools
BELA FLECK & ABIGAIL WASHBURN

Two virtuosic banjo players and one
ethereal voice combine for a riveting
evening of pure musicianship.

Food-Service positions following school calendar
with potential for some summar hours

s hchied Sad i ams i P
Fast-paced, fun and h;l-ndlr anvironmant.
Ba home when your kids are!

§ Please apply at:

wewww.sariellL.k12. mn.us

STEP AFRIKA! STONO

A percussive dance company
dedicated to the tradition of stepping,
Step Afrika! celebrates the pursuit of

freedom with STONO.

S BEE LINE

Wee Line Serviesd Conter; Ine:

Auto, Truck, RV & Trailer Repair
320-363-1433

8805 Ridgewood Court, St. Joseph
beelineservice.com

B e A
For Tickets: 320-363-5777 - www.csbsju.edu/WOW
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SENIOR LIVING | PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

Exercise to Stay Stron g

As you age and get
older itis important
to make sure you
keep your body
healthy and strong
to prevent injuries.

Exercising may seem a little
intimidating but if you know
what you are doing then it can
be fun and super beneficial to
your health.

KEEP YOUR
LEGS STRONG

To help prevent falls, trips
or injuries as you age it is
important to make sure you
are working out your body
keeping it strong and healthy.
Although it may be unsafe for
you to go to a gym during a
pandemic that should not
limit your ability to workout.
There are simple leg workouts
that you can perform at home
in your living room and back-
yard safely.

¢ Chair squats. Position
your body in front of a chair
with your hands straight out
in front of you. While
keeping your legs shoulder-
length apart perform squats
on the chair. For a harder
workout hover and hold your
legs over the chair and count

to 5 during each squat.
¢ Side leg raise. Stand

behind a chair with your feet  leg.
shoulder-width apart. Slowly
lift one leg to the side while
keeping your back straight

seconds and slowly set it

cise, stand with your feet

and eyes staring forward. Hold together and stand up on your your daily fitness in and one
toes as high as you can. Slowly of those is stretching.

your leg in the air for 15 to 30

WHITNEY SENIOR CENTER

WELLNESS WORKSHOPS
1527 Northway Drive, St. Cloud, MN 56303

HEALTH COACHES FOR HYPERTENSION

This workshop’s topics include the following:
« hypertension overview - communication
« nutrition basics « physical activity
« tobacco cessation « behavior change
« stress « medication - community resources

Register online at: https://hipaa.jotform.com/whitneysc/WorkshopRegistration

For more details/to register, call the Whitney Senior Center at:
320-650-3082 or email whitneyseniorcenter@ci.stcloud.mn.us

Mondays, April 26-June 14
10-11:30a.m.
In-person at Heritage Hall,
Church of St. Joseph
OR
Fridays, May 21-July 16
9:30-11a.m.
In-person at
Whitney Senior Center/Zoom

M wasnergTs

£ o Whitney

This project is funded in part by the State of MN Department of
Human Services Live Well at Home grant and the Older
Americans Act through Central MN Council on Aging.

down. Repeat for the opposite

¢ Toe lifts. While using a
chair or counter for this exer-

lower yourself and repeat this
about 10 times.

STRETCHING
IS IMPORTANT
There are other ways to get

virtual concerts by

ARTARIA STRING QUARTET
Livestream:

Saturday, March 27, 2021, 7:30 pm
available to view through April 26

MILL CITY STRING QUARTET
Livestream:

Saturday, May 1, 2021, 7:30 pm

at our website

chambermusicstcloud.org

Stretching helps give you
greater movement in joints
and improves your posture.
Stretching also helps to
release muscle tension and
soreness. Over time, stretch-
ing will help your body just as
much as working out would.

r

&

© ADOBE STOCK

Seniors should try and
stretch a major muscle group
for at least 10 minutes, twice a
week, if not more. These exer-
cises paired with other healthy
lifestyles will help your body
stay strong and prevent possi-
ble falls in the future.

MINNESOTA
SEMIOR LINKAGE LINE

SUPPORT FOR OLDER ADULTS
DURING COVID-19

COVID-19 has exacerbated needs of older
adults. Senior LinkAge Line® connects older
adults and caregivers to essential services

and supports during the pandemic.

800-333-2433

Senior LinkAge Line® Connects Older Adults to:
o Meals, Grocery, and Prescription Drug Delivery
o Technology Support and Device Lending Libraries
o Virtual Wellness Classes
o Phone Reassurance and Companionship
© Home Maintenance and Chores
o And More!
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With so many pets to
choose from, you need
a good veterinarian to
take care of your furry,

scaly, swimming
friends.

The American Veterinary
Medicine Association recom-
mends choosing a vet the
same way you'd choose a doc-
tor or a dentist for yourself.

WHAT TO CONSIDER
Just like when choosing
your own medical providers,
you should consider the fol-

lowing:

¢ Location.

* Office hours.

* Payment options.

* Medical services offered.

¢ Specialist networks and
emergency care.

¢ Friendliness and commit-
ment of the veterinarian and
their staff.

You should be looking to
establish a long-term rela-
tionship with this office. The
veterinarian will keep an
ongoing history of your pets,
including records about pre-
ventive care, illnesses, sur-
geries and reactions to medi-
cations. Your vet will also
give you a preventive
medications regimen to keep
your pet in their best health.
They may also be where your
pets head to when you’re out
of town or on vacation.

HOW TO FIND A VET
Start by asking friends and

PET CARE | THE PROFESSIONALS

Choosing a Veterinarian

family members who they
see. You can also turn to
breed clubs and pet groups,
as well as local directories or
the internet. You should visit
each vet to evaluate them for
yourself. Ask the vet about
fees, services, payment poli-
cies and treatment plans. Ask
how emergency care is han-
dled and look for professional
association memberships and
certifications. Ask about con-

tinuing education and
non-medical services such as
boarding, grooming and
training.

Make sure any potential
new vet’s office hours are
compatible with your sched-
ule. Look, listen and smell for
dirt, professional staff behav-
ior and unpleasant odors. You
should feel comfortable
talking to the vet and their
staff.

IF YOU’RE MOVING

Ask your current vet wheth-
er there’s someone they can
recommend in your new area.
Like other medical profes-
sionals, vets maintain strong
professional networks
through conferences, con-
tinuing education and associ-
ation membership. No matter
how far away you're going,
there’s a good chance your vet
can help you find at least one

Pine Cone Pet Hospital

Drop-off appointments, extended evening &
emergency appointments are available

pineconepethospital.com -

234 Pinecone Road S. °

©ADOBE STOCK

qualified practice to check
out in your new home.

Veterinarians should care
as much about your pets as
you do. Take the time to
choose a veterinarian who
you're comfortable leaving
your new family member
with before an emergency,
accident or illness forces your
hand. Make sure the new
clinic offers services you need
when you need it.

320-258-3434
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Carlson opens guitar studio classes in Sartell

by Dennis Dalman
news@thenewsleaders.com

“Guitar” might as well be
Kevin Carlson’s middle name
because he’s carried it around
as long as he can remember.

Carlson, 55, recently
opened a guitar-teaching stu-
dio for children in Sartell’s
Riverside Plaza, 101 Seventh
St. N, Suite 3. The studio,
dubbed “The Childbloom/
PMI Guitar Program,” is a
satellite branch of the nation-
al PMI Guitar School, one of
about two dozen branches in
the nation and the only one
in Minnesota.

Carlson also hosts teaching
sessions at his home, mostly
for kids but for some adults
too.

Raised in Shoreview, Carl-
son has been playing guitar
since he was 7 years old. The
instrument was so much a
part of his life, his passion,
that he earned a bachelor of
music degree from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, then
went on to acquire a pro-
fessional guitar degree from
the Musicians Institute in Los
Angeles.

He has taught guitar-play-
ing since he was in high
school. After moving to St.
Cloud in 1997, he taught gui-
tar at the Schmitt’s Music
store. He and his wife, Nicky,
and their seven children live
in east St. Cloud. Nicky, who
works at Sauk Rapids Guard-
ian Pharmacy, is an excellent
singer. She regularly sings at

Cardiology Physician

contributed photo
Guitar master Kevin Carlson teaches three of his many stu-
dents during a session in his east St. Cloud home on Univer-
sity Drive. Carlson recently opened another teaching venue,
dubbed “The Bloomchild Program” in a studio in Sartell’s
Riverside Plaza.

St. Joseph Catholic Church,
accompanied by Kevin’s gui-
tar-playing.

At his Sartell studio, the
fully-accredited Carlson
teaches children ages 5 to 12
in a variety of playing styles,
such as strumming, finger
style, pick style. He calls it
“foundational music” for
young learners. The lessons
for beginners and all skill
levels take place from 3:30-6
p.m. every Monday.

“We wear masks,” he said,
“but we can also do virtual
lessons. Music gives kids a
real sense of pride and ac-
complishment, and music is
the ultimate thing to share
among people. The kids are
great. They bring joy to me -
a lot of joy.”

Many in the St. Cloud area
know Carlson and his music.
He has played at multiple
venues - churches, schools,
weddings, nursing homes,

— Advanced Heart Failure:

CentraCare Clinic, St. Cloud/MN. Req. MD/DO or foreign equiv.

Must have MN medical

license; Board Cert.

in cardiology/

cardiovascular medicine; board certified/board eligible in advanced
heart failure. Must have exp. treating patients with advanced heart
failure & related conditions, collaborating with other clinicians on
cardiology related research trials/studies.
exp. with CardioMEMS, left ventricular assist device (LVAD),
Extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO), impella and right-
sided impella. Experience may have been gained

as part of residency or fellowship program. May

Must also possess

community events, coffee
shops. He often performs in
gigs as a guest performer in
other duos, trios and bands.
On Thursday mornings, he
performs in the lobby of the
Coborn’s Cancer Center in
CentraCare Health Plaza.

Carlson is a member of
many guitar-oriented organi-
zations, including the Guitar
Association of America and
the Minnesota Guitar Society.

Carlson’s latest recordings
are “The Guitar Can Do It”
and “Inside the Heart of a
Musician.”

During the decades, he has
listened, taught, learned from
and enjoyed countless guitar-
ists. His favorite?

“Chet Atkins,” he replied

without a pause.

Atkins (1924-2001), raised
in Tennessee, is still argu-
ably the most widely admired
guitarist in the world, who
inspired countless other gui-
tarists with his masterful but
seemingly effortless playing
style. A founder of the smooth
“Nashville country sound,”
Atkins was admired and often
imitated even by rock ‘n’ roll
legends like Eric Clapton and
Jimi Hendrix.

For more info about Carl-
son’s Childbloom Program,
visit its website at pmiguitar.
childbloom.com.

Or call him at 320-237-
1011. Another way to reach
him or to ask questions is at
Kevin@pmiguitar.org.

55+ Senior Housing Commumty
Find your new home here!

Independent Living « Ownership w/Tax Benefits
Secure Community « Maintenance Free
Enjoy Friendship and Social Activities

320-258-3094
6670 Northwood Lane, St. Cloud
realifecoopmuellergardens.org 1al

Health  Dental

PIPEUAYERS & ’ABORERS)NEEDED)|

== GREAT COMPENSATION PACKAGE —
* Vision ¢ Life » 401k Profit Sharing
Lodging & Per Diem Pay Included

SEND RESUME TO:

PO Box 129 Rice, MN 56367
CALL: 320-393-4625
EMAIL: jrferche@ferchecompanies.com

OPERATORS!

(Ceate

IN STONE

Creating everlasting stories in stone
for people who matter by people who care.

provide outreach to CentraCare Clinic/Sites in
Stearns & surrounding counties in MN and
telehealth services.

To apply contact
Joshua Delzer, Physician Recruiter,
at Joshua.Delzer@centracare.com
No agencies or phone calls please.

o -
N CentraCare MURPHY GRANITE CARVING

(800) 818-5836 / murphygranite.com
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Our view

Scope out gun
safety solutions

March was a banner month for the
NRA and gun lobbyists as they got to see
their precious product in action.

In Atlanta, eight people were gunned
down March 16 in a rampage targeting
women of Asian descent. Within days, 10
people were slaughtered in Boulder, Colo-
rado, on a Monday afternoon at a grocery
store. During that same time period, 56
people were shot in Chicago in separate
incidents; eight of them died.

Not close enough to home for you?
How about this: On March 21 and 24
in the Fargo-Moorhead area just up the
interstate, one 6-year-old boy was killed
when children found a handgun inside an
apartment. Days later, another 6-year-old
boy was struck in the head in his home
while two young men had a shoot-out on
the street.

Since 2014, more than 20,000 suicides
by gun have happened every year in the
United States. Since 2014, between 12,000
and 15,000 willful, malicious or acciden-
tal deaths by gun have happened every
year (that’s in addition to the suicides).
And between 20,000 and 30,000 gun in-
juries have happened every year.

Clearly laws about safe storage and
training on safe usage aren’t enough. Nor
are the spotty, inconsistent background
checks. We need to scope out solutions to
end the carnage.

Requiring annual licensing, registra-
tion and insurance like with automobiles
is an option. Limiting supply is an op-
tion. The Second Amendment affords the
right to bear arms, but how many guns
does one person actually need? In fact,
gun ownership in the United Statesw is
highly concentrated; only three percent
of Americans own half of all guns in the
country, according to a 2015 survey from
researchers at Harvard and Northeastern
universities. Limiting ammunition also
is an option (The Second Amendment
doesn’t mention anything about bullets).

Gun safety solutions are only limited
by our imagination, and the inability of
some elected officials to lead.

Conservative politicians cower in fear
at the prospect of an “F” rating from the
NRA or an insurgence by overly enthusi-
astic gun-toting constituents. In fact, we
can already predict the bumper-sticker BS
that will fill our inbox after this writing.
Guns don’t kill people. People kill people.

No kidding. We see it far too often and
don’t seem to care.

Letters policy

Letters to the editor may be sent to news@
thenewsleaders.com or mailed to 1622 11th Ave.
S.E., St. Cloud, MN 56304. Deadline is noon
Monday. Please include your full name for pub-
lication (and address and phone number for
verification only.) During election campaigns, let-
ters will be chosen to present a variety of opinions.
Letters that do not run in print will appear on our
website, www.thenewsleaders.com. Letters must
be 350 words or less. We reserve the right to edit
for space.

Opinion

Can’t win? Oh well . . . just cheat

So you can’t win? Oh well. Just
change the rules, just cheat.

Like termites chewing away at a
foundation, a full-scale assault against
American Democracy is underway.

In 40 states (at last count) more than
250 voting-suppression laws have been
approved or are under consideration,
mainly by Republican-controlled leg-
islatures. To their credit, some Repub-
lican legislators and party officials are
condemning some of the most egre-
gious efforts to limit access to voting
but apparently to no avail.

Throughout the years, that five-
alarm charge of rampant voting fraud
has been completely debunked, yet the
bunk continues. More so now than ever
because “The Big Lie” (an electoral vic-
tory “stolen” from Donald Trump) has
now become “The Big Excuse” - the ex-
cuse to further suppress voting.

It’s no surprise that among the most
flagrant anti-voting laws are those be-
ing concocted in three battleground
states: Georgia, Pennsylvania and Ari-
zona. These states not only went for
Joe Biden, but they were the states a
defeated Trump bullied - cajoling and
wheedling for their officials to overturn
the election outcomes.

And the targets of the voting sup-
pression? Make no mistake: it’s Black
voters, other minorities and younger
voters. Those are the ones who turned
out by the millions to help elect Biden
and other Democrats - especially in
Georgia where a highly successful go-
vote campaign energized Black voters.

As the nation’s demographic profile
becomes more diverse, many Republi-
cans have a queasy feeling they could

Dennis

Dalman
Reporter

be heading for electoral difficulties. For-
mer Republican National Committee
Chairman Reince Priebus warned them
about that precarious dilemma in 2013.
They must, he said, make an ambitious
effort to “transform” the party, partly by
outreach efforts to minorities to make
the Republican Party a “big tent” with
room for all.

The biggest bogeyman feared by vot-
ing suppressionists is the mail-in bal-
lot. Because of the pandemic, voting
by mail was widely used by voters in
the 2020 election - especially by Demo-
crats, causing the sputtering uproar
by sore losers and their baseless ac-
cusations about millions of fraudulent
mailed-in ballots.

Thus, it’s no surprise that mail bal-
lots are a target of suppressionists. Oth-
er forms of The Great Suppression are
hurdles in an insidious obstacle course
that includes fewer early-voting days,
elimination of ballot drop-boxes, fewer
and far-flung polling places, the purg-
ing of voter rolls based on specious rea-
sons, and taking away the right to vote
on Sundays, which Blacks do in many
areas after church services.

There is even a nasty law in Georgia
that now makes it illegal to bring water
or food to people waiting in long lines
at polling places.

Such low-down tactics go hand-in-

hand with gerrymandering, the skew-
ing of congressional district lines for
partisan benefit.

Newly elected Georgia Sen. Raphael
Warnock put it this way: “We are wit-
nessing right now a massive and un-
abashed assault on voting rights un-
like anything we have seen since the
Jim Crow era. This is Jim Crow in new
clothes.”

In 2013, the U.S. Supreme Court re-
jected a vital part of the landmark 1965
Voting Rights Act, a provision that states
must first get permission before chang-
ing voting requirements. The Court sug-
gested Congress clarify/fix that provi-
sion. Congress did not.

The House of Representatives has
proposed two bills to guarantee voting
rights, a big push-back to these attacks
against free and fair elections. Dubbed
the “For the People Act” and the “John
Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act,”
the bills would reinstate all the provi-
sions of the 1965 Voting Rights Act and
would prevent states from passing arbi-
trary, spiteful, blatant voter-suppression
schemes.

Will the Senate approve those bills?
Not likely if that stonewalling filibuster
kicks in, requiring a 60-40 vote for it
to be approved. That is why conscien-
tious Democrats and Republicans must
do everything legally possible to push
aside or change that filibuster threat.
Every patriotic American should sup-
port that supremely important effort.

It’s time the United States again sets
an example for us and for the world -
that every citizen must have the abso-
lute right and opportunity to cast a vote
in a free and fair election.

Register for your vaccination now Minnesota

A year ago, at the beginning of
March, we had one of the first con-
firmed COVID-19 cases in Minnesota.
At first, guidance was simple; all we
had to do was wash our hands and
try not to touch our faces. Masks were
not yet mandated, bars and restaurants
were open at full capacity and social
distancing was only encouraged. Little
did we know on March 16, 2020, all
non-essential businesses would tempo-
rarily close. Shortly after on March 27,
2020, Minnesota residents would be or-
dered to shelter in place. Within those
dates, public schools would also close,
forcing students to learn electronically.

Now, here we are, a year later, and
still dealing with the side effects of CO-
VID-19, but with a light at the end of
the tunnel.

Bars and restaurants are open to
75-percent capacity; gyms are open at
50-percent capacity; indoor and out-
door events are open at 50-percent ca-
pacity; schools are now open if a “Safe
Learning Plan” is followed, along with
other expansions. As we recognize the
progress we have made, we should also
realize this progress has come from the
COVID vaccine push that is now avail-
able to the public.

St. Cloud recently opened a mass
vaccination site at the River’s Edge
Convention Center. The Moderna vac-
cine will be given to 1,000 people, 16

Abigail
Thomas

Guest Writer

and older, every Wednesday at the cen-
ter from noon to 8 p.m. St. Cloud along
with Minneapolis, St. Paul, Blooming-
ton, Rochester and Duluth are the six
communities that have mass vaccina-
tion sites, which is huge for Minnesota
residents in terms of availability. With
all vaccines, there are hesitations, and
that’s fine, but there are many reasons
why I believe we should all get vacci-
nated; and some might be selfish rea-
sons.

A couple of real reasons why people
should consider getting vaccinated is
because people continue to die from
this virus. According to Our World in
Data, 2.78 million people have died al-
ready in one year, and this number is
likely to be more. Families are not able
to see their loved ones who live in resi-
dential living facilities, and most do not
get to see them before they pass from
other causes; myself included. To be
able to have one last hug was simply
gone, taken away.

Small local businesses were forced
to shut down. People continue to lose
their jobs because businesses do not

have the funds to pay employees. We
are in the worst global recession since
World War II and have not seen any se-
rious improvements since the pandemic
has started, but now we have a chance.
[ see people every day STILL refusing to
wear a mask when entering a store and
then they complain about the ongoing
restriction implemented. Do they not
see they are the problem? This is not a
hoax, and this is not fake.

On a more selfish level, in my own
personal experience dealing with the
pandemic, my 21st birthday and college
experience has been stripped away. The
world has been put at a standstill, yet
[ continue to move without closure. I
don’t get to have a graduation ceremo-
ny, along with many others who have
gone through the gruesome years of col-
lege, and even high school. I am unable
to walk across that stage, with my fam-
ily cheering in the crowd, and receive
my diploma. The reality is I have to
look through a computer screen.

[ strongly encourage people to go on-
line and find your nearest vaccination
clinic and make an appointment at this
link https://mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/
index.jsp.

I did it, and I'm still here to tell you
that it’s worth it. If not for yourself then
to see your kids graduate, to hug your
grandpa again or to do all the stuff we
have been missing out on the past year.
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Preserve significance
of lowering flags

Robert Schwalboski
Sartell

I realize my comment is
going to offend some readers
but please keep an open mind.
Think about it, and then vent if
you need to.

Proclamations designating
our flags to be flown at half
staff are becoming too com-
monplace. The significance
of lowering flags to half staff
is being desensitized due to
frequency of use. How many
times have you seen flags at
half staff and wondered why?

Keeping the bar high will
make flying flags at “half staff’
an honor well deserved.

Fast it on o owur waalbhaite at

GOT A COMMENT?

s G ey, I

Is your event listed? Send
your information to: News-
leader Calendar, 1622 11th
Ave. SE., St. Cloud, MN
56304., e-mail it to news@the-
newsleaders.com. Most events
are listed at no cost. Those
events are typically free or of
minimal charge for people to
attend. Some events, which
have paid advertising in the
Newsleaders, are also listed in
the calendar and may charge
more.

Contact each organiza-
tion directly to learn of any
COVID-related adjustments.

Friday, April 2
Good Friday Community

Food Drive, 9 a.m.-noon, Liv-
ing Waters Lutheran Church,
1911 Fourth Ave. N, Sauk Rap-
ids.

St. John the Baptist: Good
Friday Virtual Service, 7
p.m., visit stjohnthebaptist-
parish.org for links to masses
and services.

Saturday, April 3
Are you a compulsive eater?
Overeaters Anonymous can
help. 9 a.m., call Joyce at 320-

761-2275 or Donna at 320-291-
7251 or visit oa.org.

Sartell Winter Farmers’
Market, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Sar-
tell Community Center, 850
19th St. S.

St. John the Baptist: Easter
Vigil Virtual Service, 7 p.m.,
visit stjohnthebaptistparish.
org for links to masses and
services.

Sunday, April 4
St. John the Baptist: Eas-
ter Sunday Virtual Service,
1 p.m., visit stjohnthebaptist-
parish.org for links to masses
and services.

Monday, April 5
Sartell Lions Club, 6:30
p.m., contact Stewart Giffin at
651-261-4272 regarding meet-
ing details.

Tuesday, April 6
Sherburne County Board
Meeting, 9 a.m., 13880 Busi-
ness Center Drive, Elk River.

Are you a compulsive eater?
Overeaters Anonymous can
help. 6 p.m., call Joyce at 320-
761-2275 or Donna at 320-291-

Letters to the editor

Expand access
to E15 ethanol

Eric Keuhl
Stearns County Farm Bureau

It is well known that Minne-
sota’s agriculture community
plays a vital role in feeding
America, but less recognized
is just how important Minne-
sota’s farmers are in meeting
America’s energy needs. Min-
nesota produces and consumes

Community Calendar

7251 or visit oa.org.

Wednesday, April 7

S.A.V.E. Suicide Preven-
tion Training & Safe Mes-
saging, noon-1 p.m., free
training over zoom. For more
info visit CentralMNSPCoali-
tion@gmail.com or register
at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/145758211735.

Advocates for Indepen-
dence, 2-4 p.m., Independent
Lifestyles meeting virtually,
contact Michelle at 320-529-
9000 for registration details.

St. Stephen City Council,
6:30 p.m., St. Stephen City
Hall, 2 Sixth Ave SE.

Thursday, April 8
Coffee and Conversation,
a senior discussion group, 9
a.m., Sartell Community Cen-
ter, 850 19th St. S. Register in
advance to attend in person,
call Anna at 320-258-7324.

Saturday, April 10
Are you a compulsive eater?
Overeaters Anonymous can
help. 6 p.m., call Joyce at 320-
761-2275 or Donna at 320-291-

more ethanol-based fuels than
almost any other state. Ethanol
is a renewable fuel that helps
Americans save money at the
pump and burns cleaner than
fossil fuels. As we face calls for
transforming America’s energy
landscape, Minnesota should
expand access to higher etha-
nol blends like E15.

By increasing access to E15
fuel in Minnesota, we can help
Minnesota’s corn and ethanol
producers who have faced dif-
ficult years with challenges

ranging from trade wars to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Addition-
ally, we can help decrease U.S.
dependence on foreign petro-
leum. Finally, increased etha-
nol in our fuel displaces toxic
additives and helps lower car-
bon emissions. A future with
more ethanol means a stronger,
healthier Minnesota. I'm glad
our local legislators have the
opportunity to lead on support-
ing energy independence, and
our strong ag economy.

7251 or visit oa.org.

Step Afrika! Stono, a per-
cussive dance company dedi-
cated to the tradition of step-
ping, Step Afrika! celebrates
the pursuit of freedom with
Stono, streamed performance,
7:30 p.m., CSB/SJU Fine Arts
Series. 320-363-5777 or csbsju.
edu/WOW.

Sunday, April 11
Prayer in Troubled Times:

Easter - New Life After
COVID? 7 p.m. How might
lent take on a new meaning
this year as a result of the pan-
demic? Online worship service
will be posted on YouTube,
Call 320-363-7112 for more in-
formation.

Monday, April 12
Sartell City Council, 6 p.m.,
City Hall, 125 Pinecone Road
N.

Tuesday, April 13
Sartell Chamber of Com-
merce, 11:30 a.m., Commu-
nity Center, 850 19th St. S.,
Sartell. Email info@sartell-
chamber.com for virtual Zoom
invitation.

Are you a compulsive eater?
Overeaters Anonymous can
help. 6 p.m., call Joyce at 320-
761-2275 or Donna at 320-291-
7251 or visit oa.org.

National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness, 7-8:30 p.m., cur-
rently meeting via Zoom on
the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month. Please go to
the NAMI St. Cloud website:
www.namistcloud.com for
registration details. This group
is for family and friends of a
person dealing with a men-
tal illness, any diagnosis, any
age. Learn coping and prob-
lem-solving skills. Questions,
call 320-654-1259, or email
fsnamistcloud@gmail.com.

Thursday, April 15
Coffee and Conversation,
a senior discussion group, 9
a.m., Sartell Community Cen-
ter, 850 19th St. S. Register in
advance to attend in person,
call Anna at 320-258-7324.

American Legion-Sartell,
open to all veterans young
and old, 6 p.m., Sartell Com-
munity Center., 850 19th St. S.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVESTIGATE BEFORE YOU
INVEST! Midwest Free Commu-
nity Paper Association does not
knowingly accept fraudulent or
deceptive advertising. Readers
are cautioned to thoroughly in-
vestigate all classifieds and other
ads which require an investment.
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY. Receive maximum val-
ue of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions
accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo
with 190 channels and 3 months
free premium movie channels!
Free next day installation! Call
855-824-1258. (MCN)

High-Speed Internet. We in-
stantly compare speed, pricing,
availability to find the best ser-
vice for your needs. Starting at

$39.99/month! Quickly compare
offers from top providers. Call
1-855-399-9295 (MCN)

AT&T TV - The Best of Live
& On-Demand On All Your Fa-
vorite Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $64.99/mo plus taxes for
12months. Premium Channels at
No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt (TV price
higher in 2nd year.) Regional
Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-866-
387-0621. (MCN)

4G LTE Home Internet Now
Available! Get GotW3 with light-
ning fast speeds plus take your
service with you when you trav-
ell As low as $109.99/mo! 844-
897-8159. (MCN)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed In-
ternet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restrictions apply.
Promo Expires 7/21/21. 1-844-
316-8876. (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet.
As Low As $49.95/month (for
the first 3 months.) Reliable High
Speed Fiber Optic Technology.
Stream Videos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-

7096. (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANT-
ED

TRUCK DRIVERS - REGIONAL
Average over .62 CPM. All miles
paid. Home when needed. Nice
equipment. Paid weekly. Benefits.
Driver friendly, won’t get jacked
around. Class-A license required.
WWW.MCFGTL.COM, Call 507-
437-9905 . (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit! Call
844-716-2411. (MCN)

Life Alert. One press of a but-
ton sends help FAST, 24/7! At
home and on the go. Mobile Pen-
dant with GPS. FREE First Aid Kit
(with subscription.) CALL 844-
646-2333 FREE Brochure. (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book. FREE
author submission kit! Limited
offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-
623-8796 (MCN)

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major

secular & specialty Christian
bookstores. CALL Christian Faith
Publishing for your FREE author
submission kit. 1-888-981-5761.
(MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring & seated showers.
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 855-836-2250. (MCN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-577-1268.
Promo Code 285. (MCN)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
877-326-1608. (MCN)

Put on your TV Ears and
hear TV with unmatched clarity.
TV Ears Original were original-
ly $129.95 - NOW WITH THIS
SPECIAL OFFER are only $59.95

with code MCB59! Call 1-855-

958-5196. (MCN)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system. SAVE
money, reduce your reliance on
the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full
installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request
a FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-877-381-3059. (MCN)

Never Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COVERS ALL
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months!
1-844-596-1237. Hours Mon-Thu,
Sun : 9:30 am to 8:00 pm Fri :
9:30 am to 2:00 pm (all times
Eastern). (MCN)

WANT TO BUY

Buying and selling any gold
and silver items, collector coins,
diamonds, gold jewelry, paying
$25-$30 for silver dollars, rare
currency. No collection too big.
Kuehl’s Coins, Fairmont, Min-
nesota, 507-235-3886, 507-399-
9982, open 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
(MCN)
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2021 SABRES VARSITY SPRING SPORTS

Boys Tennis
Baseball 45821 4:30 pm. Brainerd Away
4/8/21 4:30 p.m. Little Fall A
i RL . k'Re j SR, Away 4113/21  4:30 p.m. Alexandria Home
G P-- Dahapadl way 4115121 4:30 p.m. Apollo Away
411521 5p.m. Alexandria Home 4/20/21  4:30 p.m. Fergus Falls Away
4/22/21 5 p.m. Rocori Away SOftba" 4/23/21 4:30 p.m. Foley Away
4/23/21 6 p.m. Detroit Lakes Home 4/13/21 4 p.m. Rocori Home 4/24/21 8 a.m. Multiple Schools/Buffalo Away
4127121 4 p.m. Fergus Falls Away 4/15/21 4 p.m. St. Cloud Tech Away 4/27/21  4:30 p.m. St. Cloud Tech Away
4/29/21 5p.m. Alexandria Away 4/29/21  4:30 p.m. Bemidiji Home
4/22/21 4 p.m. St. Cloud Apollo Away
5/6/21 4:30 p.m.  Sauk Rapids-Rice Home 4/23/21 2 p.m. Multiple'SchooIs/De- Away 5/6/21 4:30 p.m. Apollo Home
51121 4pm. Brainerd Away S
41 'm' - Bem" " Way 5M11/21  4:30 p.m. Willmar Away
518/21  7pm. Tech Away g -39 p-m. e — Ome 513/21  4:30 p.m. St. Cloud Tech Home
5/20/21 5 p.m. Rocori Home 5/6/21 4:30 p.m. Willmar Away
5/22/21 Noon Becker Away 5/4/21 4:30 p.m. Alexandria Away
5/13/21  4:30 p.m. Alexandria Away
Girls Lacrosse
Boys Lacrosse 4/12/21 6 p.m. Rocori Away
4/15/21 7 E-m- Anoka Awai 4/22/21  5:30 p.m. St. Cloud Tech Home
4/19/21 6 p.m. Rocori Home
4/22/21 7 p.m. St. Cloud Tech Away 4/29/21 5:30 p.m. L Home
4/27/21 7 p.m. Brainerd Away 5/4/21 6 p.m. Monticello Away
4/29/21 5p.m. Rocori Away 5/6/21 5:30 p.m. Big Lake. Away
4/29/21  6p.m. Rocori DEF Field Awa S/7/21  6:30 p.m. Grand Rapids Away
5/6/21 6 p.m. Big Lake Home 5/10/21  5:30 p.m. St. Cloud Area Away
5/13/21  5:30 p.m. Brainerd Away
5/13/21 6 p.m. Brainerd Home
5(14/21  6:30 p.m.  Holy Family-Waconia Away 5/20/21 _5:30 p.m. Chisago Lakes
5/18/21 6 p.m. Becker Away
5/20/21 6 p.m. Chisago Away Boys and Girls Track
4/15/21 2 p.m. Apollo Home
Boys Golf
4/15/21  11am.  Multiple Schools/Becker  Away 1 AL e'd °me
416/21  3:30 p.m. Cold Spring Away p-m. —— o
4/20/21 3:30 p.m. Multiple schools/Alex- Away :
andria 5/20/21 3:30 p.m. Rocori Away
4/26/21  3:30 p.m. Fergus Falls/Multiple Away 5/28/21  3:30 p.m. Willmar Away
scliopls Girls Golf
4/27/21 Noon Buffalo Away h .
4/12/21  3:30 p.m.  Rich-Spring Golf Course Away
4/29/21  3:30 p.m.  St. Cloud Country Club Away 4/20/21  3:30 p.m. Territory Golf Club Away
5/3/21 4 p.m. Blackberry Ridge Home 4/26/21 4 p.m. Willmar/Multiple schools Away
5/4/21 4p.m.  Willmar/Multiple schools Away 4127121 Noon Buffalo/Multiple schools Away
5/7/21 TBA Sectional/Cold Spring Away 4/30/21  9:20a.m.  Bemidji Town & Country Away
51021  9am.  BemidjiMultiple schools  Away ~ Club iy
5/17/21 TBA  Territory Gold Club/Mul-  Away p/3/21  3:30 p.m. Bra'”erﬁ’ 'V'Iu"'p'e e
tiple schools SCNOC )
5/18/21 9a.m. Brainerd/Multiple schools Away 5/6/21 R Fergus Falls/Multiple e
schools
. 5/10/21 4 p.m. Blackberry Ridge Home
5/24/21 3 p.m. Rocori Home Golf Course
5/13/21 4 p.m Multiple Schools Away
5/14/21 TBA Sectionals Away
5/17/21 4 p.m. Alexandri/Multiple Away
schools
*Schedule current as of March 26, 2021.
Schedule is subject to change due to COVID-19.
For more information, please visit: centrallakesconference.org
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