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‘Optimistic’ Ridlehoover
looks ahead 
to ‘normal’ school year
by Mike Knaak

news@thenewsleaders.com

When he shares his vision 
for the coming school year, 
Jeff Ridlehoover’s eyes light 
up when he talks about Fri-
day night football games with 
athletes and families coming 
together, music concerts, full 
classrooms and a return to a 
normal school year.

“I’m very optimistic about 
this school year,” said Ridle-
hoover, Sartell-St. Stephen’s 
new superintendent. “Normal 
is going to be great. A normal 
start will be welcomed by a 
whole lot of people” after a 
year of hybrid, distance and 
in-person learning.

Ridlehoover, who was the 
assistant superintendent in the 

Mounds View district, officially 
started his new job on July 1, 
replacing Jeff Schwiebert, who 
served seven years. Ridlehoover 
has been busy setting up meet-
ings with local groups and offi-
cials. As he meets the commu-
nity, he wants people to know 
he’s an “incredibly optimistic, 
positive person. Education is a 
people business,” he said.

In addition to leading the 
district back to a more normal 
school experience, Ridlehoover 
and the board will begin work 
on writing a strategic plan and 
implementing an equity plan.

Updating the district’s stra-
tegic plan was put off while 
the district was hiring a new 
superintendent.

The work will begin imme-
photo by Mike Knaak

Superintendent Jeff Ridlehoover officially started his new job 

July 1.

Sartell hits it out of the park on Town Ball Tour
by Dennis Dalman

news@thenewsleaders.com

Sartell residents’ long-time 
love of baseball was in the 
spotlight June 30 when Fox 9 
TV News featured the city on 
its Town Ball series.

Sartell was one of seven 
Minnesota cities honored in 
the Fox 9 Town Ball programs 
that focus on those cities, their 
strengths, unique features 
and in particular their athletic 
parks and baseball programs.

In a nod to Town Ball recog-
nition, Sartell Mayor Ryan Fitz-
thum had earlier proclaimed 
June 30 “Day at the Diamond” 
in honor of the city’s teams, 
athletes, coaches and volun-
teers.

The culmination of the TV 
coverage was the live-stream-
ing of a baseball game featur-
ing “Sartell vs. Sartell” – that 
is, the Sartell Stone Poneys v. 
the Sartell Muskies, the city’s 
two Class C amateur baseball 
teams. The Muskies won the 

game hands-down 12-0, with 
a no-hitter of nearly seven in-
nings pitched by long-time ace 
southpaw David Deminsky. He 
struck out 15 batters through a 
total of 104 pitches. So far this 
season, the Muskies have won 
21 games and lost none.

The Muskies scored all their 
runs in the first three innings – 
5 in the first, 3 in the second, 
4 in the third.

Throughout the hot-and-
humid day, Fox 9 news re-
porters and videographers con-

ducted extensive interviews at 
St. Cloud Orthopedic Field in 
Sartell. The interviews aired 
throughout the day on Fox 9 
News before the game began at 
7 p.m. with the opening pitch 
thrown by Mayor Fitzthum, 
much to the delight of the fans 
who packed the bleachers.

In the afternoon, many 
young children at the ballpark 
had lots of fun during a “youth 
baseball clinic,” learning skills 
and shooting off steam in ram-

Sabres baseball team 

places fourth at state
by Dennis Dalman

news@thenewsleaders.com

After a swift winning streak, 

the Sartell Sabres varsity base-

ball team made it all the way 

to state Class AAA champion-

ship competition in mid-June 

where it took fourth place.

The Class AAA champions 

are the Mathotmedi Zephyrs, 

who whopped the Grand Rap-

ids Thunderhawks 20-3 for 

the win at Target Stadium. 

The Zephyrs won the cham-

pionship once before, in 2018.

In the Section 8AAA games, 

Sartell defeated Little Falls, 

Detroit Lakes and Alexandria 

and entered state play.

Right after the state semi-fi-

nals, Sartell was in third place 

after losing to Albert Lea and 

Mahtomedi. Then, on June 

16, in the third-place game 

versus the St. Thomas Acade-

my Cadets, Sartell lost by one 

point after an edge-of-the-seat 

tug-of-war, with the ongoing 

score going back and forth 

with dizzying speed. But, fi-

nally, just one run by St. 

Thomas Academy sealed the 

deal, and St. Thomas Acade-

my won for third place: 16-15.

contributed photo

On June 30, hours before the big Town Ball Tour game began, 

the managers of two Sartell teams were interviewed by two Fox 

9 TV news anchors. Jeff Amann, manager of the Sartell Stone 

Poneys is at far left. Randy Beckstrom, manager of the Sartell 

Muskies, is next to Amann. The interviewers were Randy Mei-

er and Alix Kendall.

INSERT: 
Drakes

at Country Manor

Tour • page 7

Fare for All set July 19
Fare for All’s next distribu-

tion, including the Shoe Bus, will 
be from 3:30-5:30 p.m. Monday, 
July 19 at Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, 610 CR 2, St. Joseph. 
Fare for All is a budget-stretch-
ing program that allows people 
to save up to 40 percent off 
fresh fruits, vegetables and fro-
zen meats. Fare for All has no 
income requirements and is open 
to everyone who wants to stretch 
their grocery dollar. Cash, credit, 
debit cards and EBT cards are ac-
cepted. Masks are recommend-
ed. For more information, please 
visit our website at fareforall.
org, find us on Facebook or call 
800-582-4291. Fare For All has 
teamed with Good in the Hood to 
support their Shoe Away Hunger 
Campaign Shoe Bus. Gently used 
adult and children’s shoes will 
be available for purchase ranging 
in price from $2-$10. Everyone 
is welcome. All proceeds go di-
rectly to the purchase of food for 
food shelves. Shoe donations are 
also welcome. shoeawayhunger.
org.

Help kids succeed in school
United Way is collecting 

school supplies for our stu-
dents this fall. There are three 
ways for you to help. Run a 
school supply drive, purchase 
school kits through our partner-
ship with Impacks or make an 
online donation to be used to 
purchase bulk school supplies. 
Visit https://www.unitedway-
helps.org/events/school-supply-
drive for more information or 
contact Mary Krippner, director 
of volunteer engagement, at 320-
223-7991 or mkrippner@united-
wayhelps.org.

Blood donors

desperately needed
Blood that is donated through 

the American Red Cross helps pa-
tients of all ages including cancer 
and sickle cell patients, trauma 
and burn patients, and patients 
with chronic diseases. Minimum 
requirements for whole blood do-
nation include donation frequen-
cy of every 56 days, must be in 
good health and feeling well, at 
least age 16 and weight at least 
110 pounds. Visit www.redcross.
org for more information. A one-
time blood donation can save 
up to three lives! Schedule an 
appointment to give blood today!
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Saint John’s Power House, located

on the Saint John’s University

campus, invites applications 

for the full-time, benefits-eligible

position 

of First Class Shift Operator.

Applications accepted online at: 

 https://employmentosb.csbsju.edu
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Applications accepted online at: 

 https://employmentosb.csbsju.edu

 For Care Thatís

FREEING

No referral necessary. 
320-259-4100 
    
Meet our team at 
StCloudOrthopedics.com

Clinics in South St. Cloud & Sartell

Ask for

#LiveBetter

Swing on in for orthopedic care that leaves you 

feeling free. At St. Cloud Orthopedics, we’re here to 

help you reach new heights of health and wellness 

with state-of-the-art technology and treatment 

options, as well as a team of caring and dedicated 
specialists and therapists who will keep you going 

in the right direction. When it comes to your care, 
you have a choice. For freeing bone & joint care that 

helps you live better, ask for St. Cloud Orthopedics.

Sartell Newsleader 
For Friday May 17 (color horizontal) and May 31 (b&w vertical) 

(I can send the logo file separately if you need it.) 

Contact/billing:
Janelle Daniel
Riverside Evangelical Church 
PO Box 139 
Sartell, MN 56377 
320-251-5801 (9:00-12:30) 
or 
office@riversideepc.org 

VVaaccaattiioonn  BBiibbllee  SScchhooooll  
AAuugg.  1166--2200  

from 9 a.m.-noon 
FFoorr  KKiiddss  aaggeess  44  tthhrroouugghh  
55tthh  ggrraaddee..  CCoosstt::  NNoonnee!!  

(donations accepted) 

RRiivveerrssiiddee  CChhuurrcchh  
405 Riverside Ave. N 

Sartell, MN 
wwwwww..RRiivveerrssiiddeeEEPPCC..oorrgg  

Register online by July 30
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diately on the strategic plan, 
he said, with a process that 
engages the community and 
the board to chart a short- and 
long-term vision for the dis-
trict so there’s “no confusion 
about what our mission is.” 
That roadmap, he said, should 

chart teaching and operations 
and include checkpoints along 
the way. A plan for education 
equity should be “braided in” 
to the strategic plan, he said.

Equity Alliance MN present-
ed its long-awaited report and 
recommendations at the June 
21 Sartell-St. Stephen School 
Board meeting.   During the 
open forum period, 12 people, 
mostly opposed to the equity 
effort, spoke.

Equity Alliance staff outlined 
findings of their study that in-
cluded reviewing data, focus 
groups with students, staff 
and community members, and 
observations of the district’s 
schools. The district’s effort to 
address equity, which promises 
that each student, particularity 
students of color, receive the 
support needed to be successful 
in school, picked up support 
following last summer’s kill-
ing of George Floyd. During a 
listening session in June 2020, 
students and parents shared 
stories of racism and hurtful 
comments about religion and 
gender.

The next step in the equity 
mission will be for the board 
to consider the report’s recom-
mendations and, working with 
Equity Alliance, formulate a 

plan for the district.
Ridlehoover said he’s im-

pressed with the district’s fam-
ilies who are engaged in the 
equity effort. He said he’s had 
“respectful conversations with 
people with different opinions. 
The questions being asked are 
good questions and they are 
raised respectfully,” he said.

In developing a policy, he 
said, “transparency and com-
munity engagement are huge. 
We need the community to 
have a well-run school district.

“Dignity and humanity need 
to prevail, and we need agree-
ment around that,” he said. 
“How does that play in the 
classroom? Our agenda is an 
instructional agenda, not (to) 
indoctrinate with a political 
agenda.”

Equity Alliance’s report re-

vealed a desire for more stu-
dent voices as well as students 
who felt anxiety over pressure 
to excel.

“We need to find out what 
each and every kid needs,” 
Ridlehoover said. “How do they 
learn best? We need to teach to 
standards, but there's a lot of 
ways to do that.” He cautioned 
that results take time and in-
clude training and teacher de-
velopment, stressing teacher 
and student involvement in the 
plan.

“People own what they cre-
ate,” he said, rather than top-
down directives.

More than a year of students 
isolated at home, instead of 
social connections with peers 
and teachers in the classroom, 
have added to students’ mental 
health challenges.

The pressure kids feel to suc-
ceed comes from peers, parents 
and social media…rather than 
the school, he said.

The solution, he believes, is 
to get kids involved especially 
at the high school. “Let them 
know we care about them as 
people and how they are inter-
acting with the world." That 
interaction includes discussions 
about expectations.

Ridlehoover said he plans 
to block out time to be in the 
schools. “Kids are going to see 
me."

Before those classrooms are 
full, Ridlehoover will be con-
necting this summer. “I don’t 
turn down meetings. I love that 
stuff,” he said.

“I appreciated the warm wel-
come and the people who have 
reached out.”

Friday, July 9, 2021
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19th Avenue reconstruction study approved
by Dennis Dalman

news@thenewsleaders.com

An extensive, expensive feasi-
bility plan for the reconstruction 
of Sartell’s 19th Avenue South 
was approved unanimously by 
the city council at its June 28 
meeting.

Jon Halter, a city engineer 
and employee of the Short Elliot 
Hendrickson engineering firm in 
St. Cloud, presented the plan to 
the council.

The total cost of the project 
is estimated at $7.6 million, 

although the city would be re-
sponsible for $863,000 of the 
cost. The other costs would 
be borne by other sources that 
would include assessments of 
property in that area, state-aid 
funds ($4 million) and feder-
al-aid funds ($1.91 million.)

The project would involve 
redoing 19th Avenue South from 
CR 4 to CR 133 (aka 6th Street 
S.) The entire road and its sur-
face will be rebuilt to 10-ton 
capacity, widening the current 
24-inch-wide road to 45 feet, 
adding left-turn lanes, a grass 

boulevard and extensive water/
sewer line improvement or ad-
ditions all along the way. A hill 
in that area, currently a safe-
ty-visibility concern, would be 
lowered by a few feet.

A bike trail will be added on 
the west side of the roadway. 
The partial bike trails currently 
there, now in a state of deterio-
ration, will be redone.

There will also be additional 
lighting and at least one or two 
push-button pedestrian cross-
ings installed.

Nineteenth Avenue  South is 

now a road that cuts through 
mainly empty, rural land. The 
project takes account of the 
likelihood those areas (both in 
the township and within the city 
limits) will be developed sooner 
or later, and the plan calls for a 
design that would involve con-
venient ways to extend utilities, 
such as water and sewer, to 
areas when they are developed.

There are two basic kinds 
of assessment for the project: 
“potential future assessments,” 
meaning those areas of land not 
yet developed in the township 

areas; and “deferred future as-
sessments” that refers to proper-
ty within city limits that has not 
yet been developed.

It will require the acquisition 
of 17 easements for the proj-
ect to take place, and engineer 
Halter said he and others have 
already begun communicating 
with landowners for the ease-
ments.

The project could start as 
early as spring of 2022.

A public hearing about the 
plan will take place at the July 
26 city council meeting.

Wrestling opened the big wide world to Clark
by Dennis Dalman

news@thenewsleaders.com

One could rightfully claim 
that Jake Clark of St. Joseph 
wrestled his way to success – 
and in more ways than one.

Born in Waconia and raised 
in the Twin Cities area, Clark, 
who is now 41, grew up with 
a single mother, Tami, and an 
older brother, Joey. The family 
was very poor financially, but a 
tight bond of grit and determi-
nation held them together, and 
when Jake discovered the joy 
of wrestling at age 4, he never 
stopped, never looked back. 
It was brother Joey, a school 
wrestler, who introduced him 
to the sport.

Little did Jake know at that 
time just how far wrestling 
would take him in the future. 
His multiple honors, awards, 
trophies would fill a very large 
room. The following is just a 
partial list of his staggering 
record of wins: U.S. National 
Champion (10 times), World 
Team Member (5 times), Olym-
pic Alternate (2 times), Unit-
ed States Marine Corps Armed 
Forces Gold Medalist (11 times) 
and World Cup Champion.

Clark was the first person to 
win a national title for every 
competitive age group in the 
United States, right up to the 
master’s division. He was also 
a bronze medalist in the World 
Military Championships. From 
1999 to 2008, Clark was a mem-
ber of the U.S. Marine Corps 
where he served as the military 
version of a travel agent, help-
ing personnel move from one 
assigned base to another. He 
did that job in many places – 
from Quanitco, Virginia all the 
way to Okinawa, Japan.

His wrestling adventures 
have taken him to 60 countries, 
including many times to Rus-
sia, where he learned to speak 
Russian. His first trip there was 
when he was 15 years old and 
a member of Team USA. He’s 
been there 20 times since.

Clark recently competed in 
the Final Olympics Qualifier for 
wrestling in Fort Worth, Texas, 
making him (at age 41) the old-
est competitor and putting him 

in the record books for compet-
ing the most consecutive times 
in Olympic Trials (2000, 2004, 
2008, 2012, 2016, 2020 – held 
recently because of the pan-
demic).

He was an Olympics wres-
tling alternate twice, in Athens, 
Greece in 2004 and in Rio de Ja-
neiro, Brazil in 2016. His World 
Cup Championship he earned 
in 2006 in Istanbul, Turkey.

“I’m a lucky guy,” Clark said. 
“The sport just clicked with me 
at 4 years old. I was a two-time 
high-school state champion in 
Minnesota and was undefeated 
in my junior and senior years. 
After that, wrestling opened up 
the whole world to me. When 
I was young, I never thought 
I’d be able to go to do all those 
things, to go to all those places 
in the world. I’m lucky.”

For five years, Clark also 
helped “grow” the sport of 
wrestling in Hawaii and was 
then sent to the Federated States 
of Micronesia, an island chain 
near Papua, New Guinea in the 
South Pacific where Clark did a 
lot of island-hopping. In 2012, 
one of the Micronesians that 
Clark trained with competed in 
the Olympics in London.

Wrestling is a combative 
sport that involves clinch-fight-
ing, throws, takedowns, joint 
locks and pins, and other types 
of grappling holds. The goal is 
to pin an opponent to the wres-
tling mat, meaning both shoul-
der blades touching the mat for 
at least two seconds. Lacking 
that, the game can be won by 
cumulative points totaled at the 
end of the third period.

There are many variations of 
wrestling – for example: free-
style, judo, sambo and Gre-
co-Roman. The sport is so an-
cient that wrestling scenes can 
be seen sketched on the walls 
of some caves as far back as 
15,000 years ago. In ancient 
Greece, where the Olympic 
games were founded, wrestling 
was one of the prime events in 
those games.

At one time, Clark was an 
advisor for a couple of seasons 
to the wrestling program at St. 
John’s University and moved 
his instruction programs there 

Jake Clark displays one of his many championship wrestling 

belts. The St. Joseph resident is the owner of the new “Wrestle 

Jitsu” center in Waite Park.

contributed photos

Jake Clark (left) grapples with an opponent at a wrestling tournament.

for a time. Then he scouted 
around for a more permanent, 
ongoing business.

Clark is now the owner/
operator of  “Wrestle Jitsu,” the 
Jitsu the last name of “Jiu-Jit-
su,” an Oriental martial arts 
discipline. Located by Quarry 
Park in Waite Park, Wrestle Jit-
su was developed by Clark last 
July but had to be put on hold 
due to the pandemic. That gave 
Clark and colleagues plenty of 
planning time to get everything 
just right, and now the busi-
ness is fully open. There are 
about 80 participants/students 
at Wrestle Jitsu, ranging in age 
from 5 up to 65 (a gentleman 
who participates in the jiu-jitsu 
program).

The business offers train-
ing not just in wrestling and 
jiu-jitsu but also boxing, yoga 
and self-defense techniques for 
people of all ages. Clark hosts 
a special program for youth 
who attend the Clark family’s 
church of choice, The Waters 
in Sartell. One of the newest 
classes for youth ages 5-12 is 
dubbed NERF Ninjas.

“It teaches balance and body 
control – all while having fun 
with our awesome collection of 
NERF guns,” Clark said.

He met his wife, Jocelyn, 

who hails from Grand Rapids, 
in Brainerd a few years ago 
when he was working at a gym 
in that city. Now they have a 
blended family – four children 
from her previous marriage and 
two pre-school girls. The chil-

dren attend school at Sartell’s 
middle school and high school. 
Jocelyn is about to embark on a 
career in real estate. When she 
was 16 years old, her mother 
suffered a debilitating stroke, 

Clark • page 11

Friday, July 9, 2021



Friday, July 09, 20214 Sartell-St. Stephen Newsleader • www.thenewsleaders.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR

Auto Body 2000

(behind Coborn’s in the Industrial Park)

St. Joseph � 320-363-1116
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Ellie had been a Nervous Nellie in 
the shelter, so she went to foster 
care to work on her socialization 
skills. This 8-month-old, 48-pound 
spayed hound mix is growing in 
her confidence but she’s still going 
to require plenty of TLC. Once she 
gets to know her humans, she bonds 
strongly with them and can be very 
snuggly. (And once comfortable, 
her puppy energy really shows!) 
Ellie would benefit from at least one 
other confident dog friend in her 
new home Ellie has been doing well 
with house-training, but sometimes 
going out into the big outdoors can 
be scary to her.  

Dogs - 24; Puppies - 6; Cats - 38; Kittens - 34; Fish - 2; 
Rabbit - 1; Guinea Pigs - 7; Parakeets - 3

Tri-County
Humane Society
735 8th St. NE • PO Box 701

St. Cloud, MN 56302
320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org

Hours: Monday-Thursday Noon-6 p.m., Friday Noon-8 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m.-5 p.m. & Sunday Noon-5 p.m.

Obituary
Karen Rogers Weaver

Sartell

July 15, 1943-June 18, 2021

Karen (Rog-
ers) Weav-
er, 77, of 
Sartell, died 
June 18 at 
her home 
surrounded 
by her fam-
ily. There 

will be a Celebration of Life 
from 1-4 pm. Saturday, July 24 
at Westside Learning & Events 
Center, 1001 Second St. S. #1005 
in Sartell.

Weaver was born July 15, 
1943 to Eleanor (Hanson) and 
Allan Rogers in Alexandria, 
Minnesota. She graduated from 
Jefferson High School in Alex-
andria and St. Cloud School of 
Nursing. She worked at the VA 
Hospital and then continued 
her career and retired from 
the St. Cloud Hospital after 31 
years. Weaver was a member 

of Celebration Lutheran Church 
in Sartell. She was a volunteer 
at Quiet Oaks, a member of 
the St. Cloud Hospital Auxiliary 
and a member of the St. Cloud 
School of Nursing Alumni. She 
enjoyed playing cards (nickels) 
with family and friends, spend-
ing time with her grandchil-
dren, reading, baking and host-
ing holiday parties with friends 
and family.

Survivors include the fol-
lowing: her children: Eve 
(John) Chisholm, Tara (Jon) 
Mendel and Brett Weaver, all 
of Sartell, and Hallie (Randy) 
Dufner, Melrose; her stepchil-
dren; Bob Weaver (Debby) of 
Sauk Rapids, and Tom Weav-
er (Debbie Marshik) of Little 
Falls; 20 grandchildren; nine 
great-grandchildren; and her 
beloved sister Rosalyn (Jerry) 
Fritz of Sartell.

She was preceded in death by 
her husband Larry, her brothers 
Greg and David, her stepson 
Ronnie, and her parents.

Blotter
If you have a tip concerning a crime, call 

the Sartell Police Department at 320-251-

8186 or Tri-County Crime Stoppers at 

320-255-1301, or access its tip site at tri-

countycrimestoppers.org. Crime Stoppers 

offers rewards up to $1,000 for informa-

tion leading to the arrest and conviction 

of those responsible for a crime. 

June 15

7:19 p.m. Unwanted. First Street 
NE. Officers were called to an un-
wanted party pacing in front of their 
business for more than 30 minutes. 
The unwanted party was described 
as a male with long hair and no 
shirt and scaring customers. The 
officer made contact with the male 
and identified him. The officer was 
informed by dispatch that the party 
had two misdemeanor warrants, 
but due to Covid restrictions the 
county would not place a hold. The 
male was escorted off the property 
and did not return.

June 16

6:30 p.m. Theft from vehicle. 10 
Street S. An officer was dispatched 
to speak to a complainant who 
stated his vehicle was broken into. 
The officer found the vehicle had 
been broken into overnight or in 
the early morning hours. The owner 
stated he noticed the driver’s side 
door had been bent. Stolen from the 
vehicle was a MacBook, $800 cash 
and Jordan tennis shoes, total loss 
was $2,650. The owner of the vehi-
cle was notified that someone had 
come into his place of employment 
and attempted to use a stolen credit 
card. The complainant thought this 
may be related to this case. As the 
officer was still on scene the em-
ployer came to the residence and 
showed the officer still shots of the 
suspects and vehicle. The officer 
confirmed the suspect and vehicle 
used were most likely involved in 
a theft of a vehicle and other thefts 
from vehicles reported in the city.

June 17

2:06 a.m. Suspicious vehicle. CR 
120. While on routine patrol, an 
officer noticed a car parked at the 
park after hours. Further investiga-
tion found the vehicle was left un-
locked with the keys in the ignition, 
and no one was around. The last 
registered owner was contacted and 
told the officer they had sold the ve-
hicle over a year ago and no longer 
had buyer’s information.

June 18

10:36 p.m. Assist agency. Riv-
erside Avenue N. Sartell officer as-
sisted Stearns County on a call 
that originated in the city for loud 
music. Homeowner was asked to 
turn down the loud music. The 
homeowner did without issue. 

June 19

2:03 a.m. Assist agency. St Germain 
St W. St. Cloud Police Department 
requested officers to assist with bar 
close. A large fight outside one of the 
bars had St. Cloud units tied up. Most 
people had dispersed by time the Sartell 
officer arrived in the area. The officer 
patrolled downtown area until cleared 
by St. Cloud Police.

June 20

10:53 a.m. Crash. Hwy 15. An offi-
cer was dispatched to a crash. Dispatch 
had informed the officer prior to arrival 
that there were no injuries and vehicles 
were not blocking traffic. One of the 
drivers stated the light was green, the 
vehicle in front of her started moving 
but stopped and that is when she 
rear-ended them. Both parties had the 
same story. The officer took photos and 
completed the state report.

June 22

1:37 p.m. Vandalism. Fifth Street N. 
The Sartell Police Department received 
an emailed complaint that a residence 
had been vandalized. The complainant 
stated in the email that minor damage 
occurred when someone threw a can of 
baked beans at their garage door. The 
complainant attached photos of the in-
cident for the officer. When the officer 
tried contacting the complainant, they 
were unable to reach them, an email 
was sent back to the complainant. 
Nothing further by the officer unless 
more information is brought forth.

June 17

2:06 a.m. Suspicious vehicle. CR 
120. While on routine patrol, an officer 
noticed a car parked at the park after 

hours. Further investigation found the 
vehicle was left unlocked with the keys 
in the ignition, and no one was around. 
The last registered owner was contact-
ed and told the officer they had sold the 
vehicle over a year ago and no longer 
had buyer’s information.

June 18

10:36 p.m. Assist agency. Riverside 
Avenue N. Sartell officer assisted Stea-
rns County on a call that originated in 
the city for loud music. Homeowner 
was asked to turn down the loud music. 
The homeowner did without issue.

June 23

8:07 p.m. Suspicious activity. Ever-
green Drive. An officer was dispatched 
to a report of a male wearing a Vikings 
jersey who appeared to be freaking out 
and under the influence of a substance. 
The male was in front of the store 
and on a silver bike. When the officer 
arrived, they were unable to locate the 
male or the bike.

June 24

2:30 a.m. Suspicious activity. Sunset 
Avenue. An officer was dispatched to 
a call of a male selling meth out of a 
maroon Ford Mustang. Dispatch also 
informed the officer that the caller 
was screaming at them and was not 
cooperating with their questions. The 
officer arrived in the area, was able to 
find a maroon Ford Mustang but the 
vehicle was unoccupied. The officer did 
a license-plate check on the vehicle and 
found it was parked near the registered 
owner’s address.

June 25

9:26 p.m. Loud music. 16th Street 
S. An officer was dispatched to a com-
plaint of loud music from an unknown 
address nearby. The officer arrived in 
the area and found the music to be 
coming from an event at Whitney Park 
in St. Cloud.

June 26

11:04 a.m. Theft. CR 120. An offi-
cer was dispatched to a business for 
an iPhone that had been stolen. The 
complainant stated the phone had been 
in her purse and the purse had been 
on her shoulder. The officer told the 
complainant to try and track the phone 
using the tracking application on the 
phone and a computer. Twenty minutes 
later the officer received a call that the 
phone had been located.

June 27

1:46 a.m. Intoxicated person. Cor-
rine Creek. An officer was dispatched to 
the address for an intoxicated male who 
had entered a home and was trying 
to go upstairs. The homeowner made 
the male leave and called 911. The 
caller stated the male appeared intox-
icated and was now laying outside the 
complainant’s front door. The officer 
arrived and found the intoxicated male 
had been dropped off by a Lyft driver 
at the wrong house. The officer found a 
sober party to take care of the male for 
the evening at the right address.

June 28

5:11 p.m. Theft from vehicle. Eighth 
Street N. An officer was dispatched to 
a home for a vehicle that had been en-
tered some time overnight and a wallet 
was missing. The complainant stated a 
wallet, credit cards and some cash was 
taken. The vehicle had been left un-
locked. The credit cards were cancelled 
before being fraudulently used.

June 29

10:22 a.m. Special detail. First Street 
NE. An officer worked special detail 
providing traffic control for the Country 
Manor parade that is put on for the 
seniors living at the facility. An officer 
drove a squad car, along with the Sar-
tell fire marshal who drove a firetruck 
in the yearly parade.

June 30

20:13 p.m. Assist agency. CR 4. Dis-
patch was notified of a vehicle stalled 
in the middle of the roadway. It was a 
traffic hazard, and no Stearns County 
units were nearby. A Sartell officer was 
requested to respond to assist with traf-
fic control. Two Sartell units responded 
and directed traffic until the vehicle 
could be safely removed by a tow truck.

July 1

10:51 p.m. Neighbor dispute. Lowell 
Lane. An officer was requested to call 
a resident who made a complaint that 
his neighbors were deliberately shining 
a light into his home. The officer spoke 
to the complainant and he stated he 
was unsure if the light was currently 
being shone into his home, as he was in 
a different room now. The officer drove 
in the area and found a bright motion 
detector light two residences over, but 
the light was not being directly pointed 
at the complainant’s home. The officer 
called the complainant back and in-
formed him of his findings.

Five Sartell students recently 
graduated from North Dakota 
State University, Fargo.

They are the following: Rachel 

Johnson, a doctor of pharma-
cy degree; Sam Brown Krauel, 
a doctor of pharmacy degree; 
Bailey Offerdahl, a bachelor’s 
degree in pharmaceutical scienc-
es; Mitchell Rolek, a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology; and Ben-

jamin Yelle, a bachelor’s degree 
in mechanical engineering.

Offerdahl, Rolek and Yelle 
graduated with honors. A stu-
dent must earn a minimum 3.5 
grade-point average to graduate 
with honors.

Five Sartell graduates are 
scholarship recipients of the St. 
Cloud Area Chamber’s “Unite for 
Success” program. The “Unite for 
Success” program has awarded 

38 scholarships totaling $20,450 
to graduating seniors from 19 
Central Minnesota high schools. 
Scholarships were made possible 
by donations from 40 local busi-
nesses. Sartell Area Scholarship 
Winners include the following: 

Emily Houge plans to study 
at the College of St. Benedict 
– awarded Coborn’s/Cash Wise 
scholarship. 

Christa Weide plans to study 
at Gustavus Adolphus College in 
St. Peter, Minnesota – awarded 
DeZURIK scholarship. 

Deborah Ufearo plans to 
study at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison – awarded De-
ZURIK scholarship. 

Will Yu plans to study at St. 
John’s University – awarded In-
sight Eye Care scholarship. 

Brooke Andel plans to study 
at Minnesota State Universi-

ty-Mankato – awarded PineCone 
Vision Center Health Education 
scholarship.

One-hundred percent of the 
contribution is given to the stu-
dent. All contributions for the 
Unite for Success Scholarship 
Program are designated through 
the St. Cloud Area Chamber 
Foundation, a non-profit foun-
dation, and are therefore tax 
deductible. The St. Cloud Area 
Chamber Foundation began in 
2013 to educate and prepare the 
next generation of business pro-
fessionals in Central Minnesota.

Two Sartell students were 
recently named to the spring 
dean’s list at South Dakota State 
University, Brookings. They 
are Rylee Molitor and Shauna 

Schmidt.
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HEALTH CARE CAREERS  |  DENTAL CAREERS

dental jobs that may be attrac-
tive to you. 

Dental hygienists work with 
the dentist to meet patients’ 
oral health needs. States each 
have their own rules and regu-
lations about what hygienists 
can do, but generally they: 

• Screen patients and assess
oral health conditions. 

• Take and develop dental
X-rays.

• Remove hard and soft
deposits from the teeth. 

• Apply preventive seal-

ants and fluorides to the teeth.
• Teach patients to perform

proper oral hygiene.
• Counsel patients about

good nutrition.
• Make impressions of teeth.
• Perform documentation

and office management 
activities. 

Dental assistants work as 
part of a dental care team. 
They can: 

• Assist the dentist in treat-
ment procedures. 

• Take and develop X-rays.

• Take the patient’s medical
history and vital signs. 

• Develop infection control
protocols and sterilize instru-
ments and equipment. 

• Help patients feel comfort-
able before, during and after 
treatment. 

• Teach appropriate oral
hygiene.

• Take impressions.
• Perform office manage-

ment duties. 
• Communicate with both

patients and suppliers. 

Dental lab technicians work 
behind the scenes, working 
with a dental care team to cre-
ate dentures, bridges, crowns, 
veneers, orthodontic appli-
ances and splints, and other 
dental appliances. This field 
combines the science of 
dentistry with the artistry and 
creativity of creating dental 
prosthetics. 

All members of a dental care 
team are well-compensated 
and all of these careers offer 
flexibility.

Taking Care of Teeth
There’s more to 

dentistry than just 
cleaning and pulling 
teeth. Dental school 

graduates today 
have many career 
paths, including 

working in hospital 
emergency rooms, 

research, teaching or 
traveling the world 
helping restore the 
dental health of all 

kinds of people. 

PICKING A  

DENTAL SCHOOL

The first step toward a 
career in dentistry is earning a 
bachelor’s degree, and then 
choosing a dental school. 
There are more than 65 dental 

schools in the United States 
accredited by the Commission 
on Dental Accreditation. 
These programs take four 
years to complete, but it may 
take longer for den-tal 
specialties such as pediat-ric 
dentistry. Graduates earn a 
doctoral degree in dental sci-
ence or become a doctor of 
medicine in dentistry. Most 
dental schools accept a single 
online application through 
the American Association of 
Dental Schools Application 
Service. 

OTHER CAREERS

If that many years in school 
isn’t for you, there are other 

© ADOBE STOCK

Specialized dentistry for infants, children and teens              

New patients and emergencies welcome

PEDIATRIC DENTISTS CARING FOR KIDS

Sarah Welch, D.D.S.

Pediatric Dentist

Board Certified, American Board of 

Pediatric Dentistry Member, American 

Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

Ashley Turrittin, D.D.S.

Pediatric Dentist

Board Certified, American Board of 

Pediatric Dentistry Member, American 

Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

• Pediatric trained staff
to provide caring treatment

• Digital x-rays to keep smiles healthy

• Movies and video games
to make dental visits more fun for kids

Providing Great Family Dental Care
We’re here to serve you!

• Advanced Technology

• Relaxed Setting

• Emergency Care

• Extractions

• Root Canal Therapy

• Whitening

• Cleanings

• Cosmetic Dentistry

• Fillings

• Dentures

• Crowns and Bridges

320-229-2233 • welchdentalcare.com • 151 19th St. S., Suite B • Sartell, Minn 56377 • Discover the difference on Facebook or at SartellKids.com • 320-229-2222
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