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People
Ava Hommerding of St. Ste-

phen was recently named to the 
fall dean’s list at the University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities. To make the 
list, students must earn a minimum 
grade-point average of 3.66.

Twenty-eight Sartell students 
were recently named to the fall 
dean’s list at the University of Min-
nesota Twin Cities. They are the 
following: Alexa Anderson, Con-
nor Anderson, Summbla Anjum, 
Samuel Brandt, Alexander Buhl, 
Evan Danielson, Tiffany Do, Ki-
era Green, Andrew Gritman, Evan 

Huse, Matthew Jegers, Kylie Kat-
terhagen, Evan Kramer, Cortney 
Leigh, Briehyn Lewandowski, Sier-
ra Listug-Lunde, Madison Loberg, 
Allie Magarian, Kathryn Manning, 
Adam Maray, Olivia Marek, Jo-
seph Meyerhofer, Mary Morris, 
Allison Preiss, Jared Schlagheck, 
Maggie Schneider, Cora Stark and 
Nathaniel Stidmon. Students must 
earn a minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.66 to qualify for this honor.

Three Sartell students were re-
cently named to the fall dean’s list 
at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. 

Peter, Minn. They are the following: 
Owen Hedlund, Marlys Michaud 
and Molly Stein. Students must 
earn a minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.7 to achieve this honor.

Brooke Swanson of Sartell was 
recently named to the dean’s list at 
the University of Minnesota Duluth. 
She’s studying business and eco-
nomics. To make the list, students 
must earn a minimum grade-point 
average of 3.5.

Two St. Stephen students were 
recently named to the fall presi-

dent’s list at St. Cloud Technical & 
Community College. They are the 
following: Jonathan Fults and Jo-
Anna Gebel. Students must earn a 
minimum grade-point average of 4.0 
to qualify for this honor.

Five St. Stephen students were 
recently named to the fall dean’s list 
at St. Cloud Technical & Community 
College. They are the following: 
Ava Hood, Jonah Jemming, Brant 
Kurtz, Kaylee Thom and Olivia 
Westerlund. Students must earn a 
minimum grade-point average of 3.5 
to qualify for this honor.
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PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF ST. STEPHEN

CITY COUNCIL

Notice is hereby given that a pub-
lic hearing of the St. Stephen City 
Council in and for the City of St 
Stephen, Stearns County, Min-
nesota is scheduled at 7 p.m. or 
as soon as possible thereafter on 
April 2, 2025 in the Council room 
at 2 Sixth Ave. SE, St. Stephen, 
MN 56375 to consider the follow-
ing:

An Amendment to Ordinance 41 
to amend the definition of feedlot, 
and to clarify provisions for chick-
ens, setbacks and sheds.

The full text of the Amendment is 
available in the office of the City 
Clerk.

Anyone wishing to comment will 
be heard at the public hearing and 
written comments may be for-
warded to the office of the City 
Clerk before the time of the public 
hearing.

Heather Imdieke
City Clerk

Publish: March 21, 2025

Schools are connected community of learning
by Dr. Michael Rivard
School Superintendent

When you 
walk into any 
of our schools, 
you can feel it 
that we are one 
big school com-
munity. We may 
have five build-
ings, but we are 
all connected, 
working togeth-
er to create great experiences for our 
students.

Middle schoolers are mentoring 
intermediate schoolers in Spanish; el-
ementary students are learning from 
theater performances by their older 
peers; and our high-school photogra-
phy students are capturing moments 
that showcase our learners. Whether 
it’s a “Bingo Night” filling the gym 
or students volunteering across our 
district, it’s clear Sartell-St. Stephen is 
more than just a collection of schools. 
Indeed, we are a family.

With enrollment for the 2025-26 
school year underway, we are proud 
to offer a comprehensive educational 

journey that begins with early learn-
ing and continues through primary, 
intermediate, middle school and high 
school. Each of our five schools plays 
a vital role in developing well-round-
ed students prepared for the future.

Early Learning: Our youngest 
learners build a strong foundation 
through engaging, play-based educa-
tion that fosters curiosity and social 
development.

Primary School: Students take 
their first steps in structured learning, 
developing essential literacy, numer-
acy and problem-solving skills in a 
nurturing environment.

Intermediate School: At this lev-
el, students expand their knowledge 
through deeper academic exploration, 
increased independence and hands-
on learning experiences.

Middle School: Our middle school 
bridges the transition from childhood 
to young adulthood, providing op-
portunities for collaboration, critical 
thinking and personal growth.

High School: Sartell High School 
prepares students for the next steps 
on their journey, whether that be 
college, career or other post-second-
ary paths. Academic rigor, career 

exploration, extracurricular activities 
and leadership opportunities equip 
students with the skills they need for 
success.

Our connectedness as a district 
extends beyond the classroom. Our 
students can also serve as mentors 
with the “Big Brothers Big Sisters” 
organization, creating meaningful re-
lationships and positively impacting 
local youth.

From early childhood through 
graduation, Sartell-St. Stephen 
Schools provide a seamless and 
supportive learning experience. Our 
schools work together to ensure stu-
dents feel connected, engaged and 
empowered at every stage of their ed-
ucation. This collaboration strength-
ens our community and prepares 
students to become lifelong learners 
and leaders.

Minnesota Student Survey
The State of Minnesota admin-

isters the Minnesota Student Sur-
vey, an anonymous voluntary online 
statewide survey every three years. 
The MSS, one of the longest-running 
youth surveys in the nation, began in 
1989 and is conducted to gain insight 

into the world of students and their 
experiences. The school district has 
participated in the MSS since 2016.

Students in grades 5, 8 and 11 can 
participate and have the option to an-
swer as many, or as few, questions as 
they wish. The input from the survey, 
which is anonymous, helps educators 
and policymakers better understand 
and support student needs.

Parents/guardians received notic-
es about the survey earlier this month 
that included details about reviewing 
the questions and steps for opting 
out. Families should contact the dis-
trict office with questions.

Our district continues to be com-
mitted to transparency and parental 
involvement. We encourage you to 
reach out with any questions.

Moving forward
We believe strong schools are built 

on strong community partnerships. 
The dedication of our students, staff 
and families makes Sartell-St. Ste-
phen an outstanding place for learn-
ing and growth. By working together, 
we continue to strengthen our district 
and create meaningful experiences 
for all students.

Superintendent’s corner:

Rivard

Letters to the editor
Homeless encampments
for elderly?
Sherry Kutter
Sartell

Will there be cuts to Medicaid and 
other essential services as embraced by 
Emmer, Trump, Musk and the Republi-
can Party? No problem. Expect the es-
tablishment of “The Emmer Homeless 
Encampments For the Elderly and Infirm” 
throughout our Congressional District 6. 
Or tax the rich.

Waiting to see results from 
Trumps ‘playbook’
Robert Erickson
St. Joseph

In growing up on a small farm, with 
first the Depression and then World War 
II, we learned to become self sufficient, 
considerate of others and patient. I hope 
we are not again in those difficult times.

In Trump’s first months, he is prepar-
ing many regulations I never expected to 
experience in the United States.

I did not vote for Trump but under-
stand and agree with much of his “play-
book,” if administered properly.

I especially agree with his new De-
partment of Government Efficiency. If 
properly applied it would greatly reduce 
our expanding debt.

We have two major political parties 
who were chosen by their constituents 

to propose and pass laws to benefit ev-
eryone. They are expected to study and 
support these laws with an independent 
mind, and not outside political pressure. 
We have courts set up to interpret these 
passed laws and settle any dispute with-
out political favor or outside pressure.

My concern is how other world pow-
ers will accept and respond to our new 
type of government. I am patiently wait-
ing to see the results.

Northstar Rail 
a big boondoggle
Dave Theis
Sartell

Dennis (Dalman), I find it comical 
that you shed a tear for the ending of the 
Northstar line because  of low ridership. 
Yet you yourself only rode it TWICE in 14 
years! Why only twice? Could it be that 
you don’t care for downtown Minneapo-
lis? Was it that much of a hassle to drive 
15 minutes to Big Lake to catch the train? 
You could have easily rode the bus from 
St. Cloud to Big Lake. Did you?

Your side wants to keep funding this 
boondoggle regardless of the financial 
loss. My side saw this day coming in 2008. 
You’re delusional to think if the train 
would have been extended to St. Cloud 
it would be financially viable. Minnesota 
is not New York or Chicago. We’ll never 
support commuter rail service because 
it just doesn’t align itself with outstate 
Minnesota.

Blotter
If you have a tip concerning a crime, 

call the Sartell Police Department at 
320-251-8186 or Tri-County Crime
Stoppers at 320-255-1301, or access
its tip site at tricountycrimestoppers.
org. Crime Stoppers offers rewards up to
$1,000 for information leading to the ar-
rest and conviction of those responsible
for a crime.

Feb. 18
4:41 p.m. Harassment. 10th Av-

enue N. The caller reported her 
daughter has been getting harassed in 
school. The caller stated they had met 
with school staff, who had told the 
students to stop but nothing seemed 
to help. The caller inquired about fil-
ing a restraining order, which officers 
explained the process. The complaint 
was sent to the SRO to follow up with 
all parties involved.

Feb. 21
6:37 a.m. Unwanted. Roberts 

Road. Officers responded to an un-
wanted call. The caller reported there 
were two men sleeping in the build-
ing’s library who don’t live there. 
Officers arrived and spoke with both 
parties, who stated they were sup-
posed to crash with a resident in the 
building, but they didn’t answer their 
phone. Both parties were asked to 
leave, and officers gave them a ride 
to Coborn’s to wait for someone to 
pick them up.

Feb. 22
11:05 a.m. Dumping/littering. 

Sundance Road. The caller reported 
the dumpsters on the backside of a 
nearby business frequently have the 
lids open, allowing garbage to blow 
into their yard. The officer spoke to 
the manager of the business, who 
stated they will remind staff to make 
sure the lids are closed to avoid this 
from happening again.

Feb. 25
2:38 p.m. Theft. 15th Street S. The 

victim stated when they got to their 
vehicle this morning, they noticed the 
glove box was open and emptied on 
the front passenger seat. The suspect 
had also gone through the center 
console and took about $500 in cash. 
There was no damage done to the 
vehicle and the victim stated the car 
automatically locks when they walk 
away from the vehicle. There is no 
suspect currently. The victim was re-
minded to make sure their car doors 
were locked and not to keep cash or 
other valuables inside.

Feb. 27
13:57 p.m. Finance. Seventh Street 

N. A resident stated they had re-
ceived multiple calls from an un-
known bank. When she looked up
the bank online and called them,
she was advised there was a pending
loan in her name, and they needed
more information. When she asked
how much the loan was for, she was
advised they couldn’t say. The caller
stated she did not give out any infor-
mation and is not out any money at

this time. Officers advised her to put a 
lock on her credit and to keep a close 
eye on her accounts.

Feb. 28
2:10 p.m. Disorderly. 19th Street 

S. Officers were dispatched to a dis-
orderly woman who was swearing at
her children making several people
uncomfortable. The suspect left be-
fore the police arrived, but another
resident did get a license plate. Offi-
cers were able to identify the individ-
ual and contacted them. The suspect
said they were upset someone called
the police for raising their voice to-
ward her children. The suspect was
told they would be trespassed from
building.

March 2
8:57 a.m. Traffic stop. Riverside 

Avenue. Officers were on routine pa-
trol when they saw a vehicle traveling 
faster than the posted speed lim-
it. Officers stopped the vehicle and 
spoke with the driver who stated their 
friend was late for work. The driver 
was issued a citation for speeding.




